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, .... 'J'HE SAl'UfiDAl: 0I\L.·\1I0:UAX ~ Tll'lES 

Jews, Christians called to ~,vork too'ether b " 

, -' . . 

Rabbi calls for :areaffirmation of 6sacredness of life~ 
By Gail Driskill 

.Jews and Christians have a moral 
-responsibility to promote respect for 
humanity and to reaffirm the sa
credness , of lile the two religions 
have always taught, a prominent 
rabbi said · in Oklahoma City this 
week. 

. "It is absolutely essential that we 
':begin-together to promote an atti

tude of scorn and contempt for vio
lence," said Rabbi Marc Tanen
baum, New York, national interreli
gious atlairs director for the Ameri
'~an Jewish Committee. 
: R~bbi Ta.ne~baum . an authority on 
Jewlsh-Clmstian relations and the 
".only rabbi invited to the Second Vat
,lean C:0uncil, was in Oklahoma City 
)0 gellver the third annual Sam J. 
Singer Memorial Lecture. . 

Sponsoring the lecture held in 
~Emanuel Synagogue, was ' the Okl a
homa City unit of the AJC. Rabbi 
Tanenbaum also spoke at a break
~fa~,t Ior area religious leaders. 
, . I come to Ihi.s subject with a gen. 
~H~e ~eluclrtnce," Rabbi Ta nenbaum 
S,il l.d <lS he began his lecture on "Re

Jlg/ous Values in an A"e of Via. 
lence." .. 

". "Few people want to address . 
themselves to such heavy ;'lnd de. 
pressing issues. I come to this ' issue 

Rabbi ;\b.rc Tanenbaum 

of violence in our time' with a real 
sense 0: burdel'!." 

i::li)lJ~ Tar;enb:! un; saitl ile bc!ic\'cS 
m:lnkir.d is livir.;: increasingly "in 
<In age that <llto;::ether could be 
called a day of violence and a day of 
terror ... 

THIS V/eeK 
In RellG!On 

There are some 40 million hand 
guns in the United States, and two 
million enter the 'society every year, 
he said. "They are as readily availa
ble as 'cameras;" and as· inexpen. 
sive. " 

On the international scene, the na· 
tions of the world each year spend 
$240 billion on non-nuclear weapons 
and support of military forces, Rab
bi Tanenbaum said. In 39 countries 
are 445 nuclear installations estab
lished in the "Atoms for Peace" .pro
gram. 

These can be turned Into forces of 
destruction . Rabbi Tanenbaum said, 
citing the case of India, "which is 
desperate for food," becoming a 
member of the nuclear club. 

Recently, some Harvard profe$.' 
sors said thut "unless a miracle 
takes place, a nuclear war will 
break out in the 1990s ," he said, 

;'There is not a continent on the 

earth today where religious or ethniC 
massacres are not taking place," 
Rabbi Tanenbaum noted. What dis· 
turbs him is "a growing callousness 
to human suffering." . 

While the 3 million Jews in the S0-
viet Union are being denied their re
ligious rights, millions of Lithuanian 
Catholics, Ukrainian and Russian 
Orthodox Christians also are being 
oppressed, Rabbi Tanenbaum said. 

CUrrently, religious strife is most 
apparent In Leba non. where Leba
nese Christians, members of one . o! 
the oldest Christian communities in 
the world, are being killed, he said. 

"Tragically, as In oth.er cases, it 
will not come before the United Na· 
tions." . 

Few voices were raised to protest 
the massacre of some 50,000 Kurds 
in Iran 01"0. million black Christians 
and animists who were liquidated in 
the Sudan, Rabbi Tanenbaum said. 

Idi Amin, the mercurial strong- ' 
man in Uganda, is responsible for 
"the savage massacre of 55,000 

. Christians in that country, " Rabbi 
Tanenbaum said, adding that Amin 
was received with a standing ovation 
at the United Nations. 

and allow It to be placed in the are
na of the UN." 

Hatred "has become a luxury that 
can no longer be tolerated," Rabbi 
Tanenbaum said. 

A Harvard professor who has 
made a study 'of violencc in the Unit
ed Sintes has discovered that "in ev
ery case where lynching took place, 
it was,always preced~d by verbal vi
olence. 

, Amin. a Mos!em, in his UN ad
dress, "called tor the extinction of 
the state of Israel, and then turned 
to the American people and said 'the 
Zioni sts control the wealth of the 
United Slates,'" Rabbi Tanenbaum "What we are confronting is.a· ver-
said. . .bal violence and a verbal rejection 

A ' Id h bl h ' / p~ the Jewish people," he said. mm to t e assem y t at ·1 . ': ., . 
Americans wish to liberate them- .. t'. RabbI Tanenbaum said ~e IS dls
selves they will "drl\'e the Zionists . turbed by the fact potentl<ll assas
from the country." ' sins "are . becoming celebraled on 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said he is 
pleased that several religious groups 
have spoken out against the recent 
United Nations vote in which zion·' 
ism was equated with racism. 

Altel' several leaders of Christian 
denominations protested the action, 
"German Protestant churches, the 
British Council of Churche.s , and thc 
French Catholic and Protestant 
churches have made similar state-
ments, " he said. " , '. 

"This age, which has .the capncity 
for lethal destruction, cannot endure 
the .lifting up of hatred 9l any people 

the covers ol Time and Newsweek, 
and are becoming instant heroes'." 

Vio!ence represents an assault on 
the basic dignity of mankind, and 
Judaism and Christian ity have al

· ways stressed this dignity and the 
's'anctity olHfe, he said. . 

"In Jewish teaching, there is only 
one symbol of God , and that is .the 
human personality ." 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said the possi
, bility of some kind of gun control in 
the United States should . be ex
plored, or " life will be increas~ngJy 
pel'i1ou~ for all 01 us." 



Doceohor 4, 1975 

Hr. Erv1D Alpera 
436 Korth 43rd Street 
Oklaho .. City, Oklohoaa 73118 

Dear Ervin, 

I ... deli,hted to ha.- had the opportunity to .eet you and to ea.e to know 
you. 

In particular. I _ eepec1aUy srate.ful for all the .erath of JOU courtesy 
lAd boopitallty. 

I fOUDd our ... aral .atin .. .,.t iDtarutin, aDd I bope they v1ll be use
ful 1D tera of our CGaIOO. mtare.t •• 

Should JOU be ...t.it1na Jl_ York: in the Dear future, I hope you Yill PAY _ 
the court .. , of vt.it1n&. 

l/1th ....... t IIOOd _ •• to you ADd your l""aly vif •• 

4 
Cordially, 

Rabbi Mare II. Tanen\aua 
Kat10Dal Dlreetor 
Interre11siou. Alfaira 

P48. U there vere &!\1a"paper atori .. report1Aa: on .,. leeture, I would 
be arateful if you woul4 .end. _ • copy. It help. __ harpeD. .,. 

pre .. tati.oD. when I ltnov lIbat kind of po1At va. picked up by the preN. 

!lllT1.U 



700-101 PARK AVENUE B U I LDING, OKLAHOMA CITY, O K LAH O MA 73 102 

December 4, 1975 

Rabbi Marc H. Tannenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Your visit and appearance in Oklahoma City was an 
unqualified success, for which I and the members of the 
Oklahoma City Unit wish to thank you. It is reported 
to me that at least one minister made the breakfast 
meeting with you the subject of his sermon the following 
Sunday. 

Enclosed is an article which appeared in the 
Saturday paper and you can see that the follow-up 
publicity was extremely good. 

Thank you once again for having made the Unit's 
sponsorship of your visit a happy success. 

S' erely, 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
SOUTHWEST REGIONAL COUNCIL 

1809 Tower BuddIng Dallas_ Tu., 75201 1214) 747-3531 

FO-SW 

DATE: December 3, 1975 

TO: Marc Tanenbaum 

FROM: Mile s Zi tmore 

cc: Larry Cohen 
Will Katz 
Bill Trosten 

Just a personal note to say thank you for all your hard work in 
Cklahana City. Your presentations at the fundraiser, the lecture 
and. the breakfast were, to say the least, stirring and highly 
effective. And what better yardstick of success than sClDe of the 
surprising increases in pledges that we received. I think we I ve 
tinally broken through in a coaununity that has been languishing 
for too many years. And I look for goocl things to cOIDe in the 
future. !hanks for being such a good catalyst. 

Best personal regards, 

/jL 
P.S. Not to place an additional burden on you, but would you be 

willing to send short courtesy notes to Mr. and Mr 8. Erwin 
____ Alpern (Adell), 436 NIl 43rd Street, Oklahana City, Cklahana 

73118, the Unit Cbairmanj and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wasserman 
(Shirley), the hosts, 7305 Lancet Court, C8t1anoma City 13120; 
and ITs. Sam §;i.ng.e.t.."JlidoW' of the man memorialized by the 
lecture series, 2604 NW 62nd, Clclahoma City 73112. Just a 
short llnice meeting you" note would mean a good deal to them. 
Kany thanks. 

IIZ:b. 

p ... ident. OR. JACK H. ItUIHOLl . 0.11.. • 1iolIot • .., Prnidents.. REUBEN W. ASIlAHASE. IIoIIstoa ; WllE l. .lACon. Oallll; IRVING A. MATHEWS. Soa ""tan;'; ItAYMQ/IIO 
O. NASHER, O,U .. ; MillON I. TOIl,.,.. ""'Il,. ; OR. ARNOLD H. UNGERMAN. Tul .. ; I. W£UIER . Ho>uolOft • VICII' .. ,ldtftl., DR. EUIDn BLUMBERG, AtI;ft(lOOl; ,.,.NElTE FRIEDLANDER. 
OklelMNn. t,ft'; OR. AUGUST GOlOSTEIN , IR .. Tu"' ; STEPHEN M. MUfM,.,. . li0ii110.: MI CHAEl lOWENBERG, 0.11 .. : 011 . !fUGH l . WOlff. Stn An!Gn;' • s.c..c...,. RABBI 
HAROLD FIIIEOMAN. W_ • 1' .. su .... ElSA 1I0S£NTIIAl. UtilI Rod • Elr_I ... loin! , 011. NICHAEl BERKEY. T.tll : IIUTH BIIODSKY. II"""",,,; DR. IIl'lING BROWN. 
T,I .. ; LEO DAV IS. DltI .. ; CECilE [CHT. flW1 WrK1h : Mltm GINSBEIIG. l_bIood; REUBEN GINSIERG. 0,11 .. ; IIEII8ERT GIVEN. EI .... : DAVID GLICIUriM. Dillos; LENOIIE 
GOlDBLAn , D.U .. ; HAROLD GOLDSTEIN. HoudOll ; M. 1I0UIIT IIECIfT. Houllaft; AlBEIiT JA"CO. O~J,1IomI City: Ill'll" KAPLAN. HouIlO<r; lOUIS MRIEl. III .• "".wll: HARRIS 
KEMPNER, IR .• C._OIl: RAYMOND KRAVIS . lui .. ; JACK LAPIN. H .... lan; CARL lEE. DIU .. ; MERVIN lEIBS. Utili Roe.; III'IIN lEVY. Dltll&; MARION lEVY. Utll. Roek: 
ROSE lOEB. Utll. Rod; lEN MARKS. CO",IIS C_flsll; liNDA MAY . HOIIIlOOI ; lOU ISE ""CHElSON. hn ""1",,\0; DOlOllES N(SIIT , Tul .. : DR. JACK OTIS. AIIllin: SAM PERL. B""", .. IIII; 
KlE PERTofSKY. hi .. ; IOULE RABIN . DIU .. : LEON IlABIN. D,rr,.; VICTOR RAVEL . MIHn: MORRIS RISKIND . [III. I'IU: DR. WilliAM RODDY . WI ... ; I. VICTOR SAMUElS. HoustQII: 
CECil SCHE"KU. Sin ""tonlo: o\l SCHUlM ...... . H ... ston: RA881 ROBERT SCHUR. fo,t WorIb; OR. IOUP11 SUMAN . Trill; NORMAN SIITOFMAH. TrI_; JAY SllVERB[RB. COBle ... : 
BEN SCH..NICIt. ,."..,;110; MOREA WEIN STEI N. DIUII; AliCE YAMeEY, O~I,"""'" Cit,.; CHAR LES YANCEY, Okl,h_ CilJ; FRANCES IIMET, EI Puo 

BilliE fIlAUMAN. SHtm..st R.,ion,' Dirtt!o, • MilES ZITMOIIE. "'nlstl~t Atfl DlfllClor • MICHAEL RAPP, H"".tan ....... DI..,;tor 



December 2, 1975 

Rabbi Marc H . Tanenbaum , National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 
The American Jewish Committee 

165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Oklahoma City University 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73106 
(405) 525-5411 

Office of the President 

It was an inspiration to hear you speak at the breakfast arranged for 
ecumenical leaders here in Oklahoma City. Through the National 
Conference for Christians and Jews I have been blessed by the oppor
tunity of working with Catholic and Jewish leaders on many useful 
projects, and I am particularly grateful that 1 have had such a close 
relationship with the Jewish leadership here in the city. 

I pray that God will continue to bless you i n your important work. 

Enclos ed is a copy of the news a rticle from the OKLAHOMAN AND 
TIMES. 

Sincerely, 

Dolphus Whitten, Jr . 
President 

Ene . 



THE AMERICAN .JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subj ect 

November 13 , 1975 

Marc Tanenbaum 

Lawrence Cohen 

Oklahana C1 ty Cocktail 

For your information, the Oklahoma City Cocktail-Buffet Reception 

on Tuesday, November 25 at 6 P.M. will be held at the home of: 

LC:di' 

Mr . and Mrs. Robert Wasserman 
7305 Lancet Lane 
Oklahoma City J Okl.ahoma 

3 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
SOUTHWEST REGIONAL COU NCIL 

1809 Tower Building 

TO: Marc Tanenbaum 

FROM : Miles Zitmore 

SUBJECT: Your Oklahoma City Agenda 
November 25 - 26 

Dallas, Teus 75201 (214) 747·3531 

FO-SW 

cc Will Katz 
Lillian Alexander 
Larry Cohen 

Just wanted to take this opportunity to brief you on what to expect in Oklahoma 
City . 

I. Travel Plans 

As the fWldraising cocktail party begins at 6:_0~Tuesday. you should 
plan to arrive mid-afternoon at the latest. (I urge you to make reser
vations as soon as possible. Flights in and out of Oklahoma City tend 
to book up.) One of our members will pick you up at the airport. so please 
let me know what your flight plans are. A reservation has been made for 
you at the Hilton Inn Northwest. Your departure should be anytime after 
9:30 or 10:00 AM on Wednesday, 

II. Fundraising 

A cocktail buffet supper (kosher) will be held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Wasserman (7305 Lancet Lane) b.eginning at 6 :00 PM. The agenda 
will be drinkS and buffet followed by introductory remarks from the Chair
man, Erwin Alpern . You will then be asked to speak on AJC; the problems, 
the needs -- as only you can do so well. Figure on about 10-lS minutes. 
At your conclusion, Erwin Alpern will then make the appeal for funds -
announcing some gifts received and trying to prompt new gifts. We hope 
to adjourn no later than 8:00, in time to get to the synagogue for the 
lecture at 8:30. 

You should know that Oklahoma City is relatively new fundraising terri
tory for AJC. In 1973 we raised about $10,500 ($8,000 of that in 3 gifts) . 
It's a small, wealthy but static and unphilanthropic Jewish community --
a good portion of its money is in oil. About 95 couples have been invited 

PrWcl..,t. OR. JACK H. ItAMHOU. O.Un • H ...... fII, PrQi4 ... ts. REUBE H W. ASIWt\SE. HoooIlOll; LESLIE l . JACOBS. D.tI .. ; IRVIHG A. IllATHEWS. s.~ Aaloolie; RAYMDNO 
D. /lASHER, 0,11 .. ; MillON 1. TOBI,,", Auat,,; OR. ARNOLD H. UNGERMAN, Tal .. ; I, WEIMER, _01 ... . VIC' PrUidlntl, DR. ELUOTT BLUMaERG. A.rI".ct ... ; ,,"NmE FlIIEOI.ANDER. 
Ollt_1 C,ty; DR. AUGUST GOLDSTEI N, JR .. Tun..: STEPHEI'I M. KAUfMAI'I, HOIl$ton; MICHAEL LOWENBERG, 0111 .. ; DR, HUGH L, WOLFf, Sin Antonio • S • .,etIfl, RABB I 
HAROLO FRI EDM,," , WKO • T .... sun' . USA ROS[NTMAt.. Littl, Rod • Eataol ... Boanl , DR. MICHAEl BERKEY. Tulll; RUTH BRODSKY, Houaton; OR. lAVING BROWN. 
T,I .. ; LEO OAY IS. DIU .. ; CECILE ECHT, rDtl Wo:.rt.: (Y£RETT GINSBERG. hl/ll«k; REUBEN GINSBERG, D.lln; HERIERT GIVEN. (I Pno; DAVID GtICKMAfI, 0111 .. ; LENORE 
GOLDBLAn, Dlllu; HAROLD GOLDSTEIN, Houston; M, ROBERT HEC HT. H ... ston; AlaERT JANCO, Okl.hom, City; IRVIN KAPlAN, Houlton; LOU ' S KARIEt. JR .. MlrsIoaU; HARRIS 
KEMPNER , JR ., c.'-ton; RAYMDMD KRAVIS. lutll: JACK LAPI N, H .... ~OfI; CARL LEE, DIU .. ; M(flYIN LEIIS, LIIIII Rock; IRVIN LEVY, DIII.s; MAR IOM LEVY, titll. Rock: 
ROSE LOU, litlle Roc k; BE N MARKS. Coo,,,, C~ri.~i; LI NDA MAY, Hoult ... ; lOUISE MICHElSON, Sin ..... t""ie; DOLORES NESBIT. hi .. ; DR, JACK OTIS, ".,lIln; S ..... PERL. 1..-.. ... ,11. ; 
JOE p(RTOrSKY, hili; 'DEllE RAI IN, Dill .. ; LEON RAB IN , OaUu; YICTDR RAVEL, Aullin; MORRIS RISKIND, ti,l, "'u.: OR. WILLIAM RODDY, W.~; J, YICTOR SAMUELS, KooIllOOI; 
CECIL SCHENKER, $an Anlonio; Al SCHULMAN. KooIston; RABB I ROaERT SCHUR. rDtl Wort_; DR. JOSEPH SELMAN, TrI .. : "ORIllAN SHTOFllAJt Trier; JAY SILVERBERG. Corslel": 
BEN SOL NICK, """,1110: ANDREA WEINSTEIN, DI U"; AliCE YANCEY. Okl,homl City; CHARLES YAffCEY, Oll ......... City; FR~NC(5 liMO. EI p,,.., 

BIttlE FRAUIolAfI, Souu.w..t Rl,iooLol Dinctoo _ MILES llTMORE, "",at",, AnI DI""'~O< • MICHAEL RAI'r, HOII1ton "'" 01...,,1 .. 
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to the Wassermans' -- mostly members and other selected prospects. We 
think a maximum of 50-60 people is a realistic turnout. Our hopes are 
to raise in the $10,000-$15,000 range. 

III. Sam Singer Lecture 

At 8:00 PM we should leave the Wassermans' and go to Emanuel Synagogue 
for the lecture. (A Xerox of the invitation is enclosed.) Your topic 
is Religious Values in an Age of Violence. The entire Jewish community 
and a cross-section of clergy and civic leadership has been invited to 
attend. We think there should be a good attendance by Oklahoma City 
standards. I believe the press is being invited. This is the third Sam 
Singer Lecture and previous speakers have been Norman Podhoretz and Jerome 
Shestack. A reception will follow your address. 

IV. Wednesday Breakfast Meeting with Oklahoma City Clergymen 

Albert Janco is organizing a 7:30 AM Continental breakfast meeting at the 
Hilton Northwest to which a cross-section is being invited (I hope you're 
an early riserl). This will essentially be a time for you to talk on any 
topics you wish and to engage in a give-and-take discussion. Approximately 
60 clergymen are being invited, so figure an attendance of 20 or so. The 
press may also be invited. If there are any people, clergy. etc. in Okla
homa City whom you ' ve had contact with over the years. let us know and 
we ' ll invite them to the lecture and the breakfast. 

I hope this answers all your questions but please don't hesitate to call me or 
Larry Cohen. The folks in Oklahoma City have been working very hard on this and 
are excited about your visit . I look forward to seeing you on the 25th. Need
less to say, thanks again for your willingness to help out. 

Best personal regards. 

4£ 

MZ/dw 

Enclosure 

• 



ALBERT N. JANCO. P .E. 
801 NORTH WEST 49 ST. 

OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLA. 731 18 

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
165 East 56 St . 
New York. New York 10022 

~Ilear Mar.c, 

19 Oct.1975 

I am pleased that you will be with us in Oklahono City on 25 November t~daliver 
the SAM J. SINGER MEMORIAL LECTURE. I am also pleased that you will have time 
the following morning for us to have a breakfast meeting with members of the 
clergy in this area. 
If you have had some special contacts with members of the clergy in the Oklahoma 
City area, I would like to know about them so that we may invite them to meet 
you. I would also like to know what you feel should be the thrust of the meeting 
with the clergy. It will help me to know where to concentrate our efforts~ 
since there is such a large variety to chose from here in Oklahoma City. 
We have a large number of small Colleges that are owned or run by religious 
denominations. The churches also cover the waterfront. 
It would be very helpful if we spend a few minutes talking about this when 
we are in Chicago next week. 

With Best Wi shes 
and 
SMALOM 

• 



Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Alpern 
436 North 43rd Street 

October 10, 1975 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118 

Dear Hr. and ~Irs . Alpern, 

Thank you for your letter of October first. I look for· 
ward to delivering the Sam Singer Heporhl Lecture fol
lowin~ the reception on behalf of AJC's Appeal for H~~an 
Reiations. 

)fy topic for the lecture will be "Religious Values in an 
. Age of Violence." 

I will pIon to stay over for a breakfast meeting the next 
morning with members of tha clergy and whomever elso you 
wish to invite. ~Iy travel plans are presently being pre
pared, and I will arrive in Oklahooa City in ample tiee 
for the buffet reception at the Robert Wasserman's hOOD 
which I under.tand frail! my colleague, Miles Ziteore, is 
to bogin around 6:00 p.m •• 

I do look forward with pleasure to my visit to Oklaho"a 
City on November 25th. I understand the difficult sched
uling problems that arrnnging this lecture caused you and 
I a-m pleased that cat tors have been worked out to overy· 
one's satisfaction. 

With wnrm good wishe5, I am. 

~IlIT: RPR 
cc: l!r. A. Janco 

Hr. I. Lappin 
~r. H. Rand 
Mr. H. Zitl!lore 

Cordially. 

Rabbi Hare II. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
IHterreligious Affairs 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
SOUTHWEST REGIONAL COUNCI L 

1809 Tower Suilding 0 811"5. Te"~$ 75201 

TO: Marc Tanenbaum 

FROM: Miles Zitmore 

SUBJECf: Oklahoma City 

(214) 747-3531 

FO-SW 

October 6, 1975 
cc I saiah Terman 

Lillian Alexander 
Larry Cohen 

Pursuant to my memo of October 3, I need to burden you a little fUIther. 
unfortunately there is a little demon running amuck in Oklahoma City 
named Albert Janco who understands only the conspiracy theory of life and 
has convinced the Alperns that they need~ everything from us in writing . 
Albert, as you know too well, cannot be reformed and isn't worth it, 
but the Alperns are new to AJC and thus believe what Albert tells them. 
Therefore. I've taken the liberty of drafting a suggested response to 
their letter of October 1 to you . 

Thank you for attending to this for us. Please have your secretary send 
Ce's to Albert Janco, Sal NW 49th Street, Oklahoma City, OK 7311S and 
I.J. Lappin, 1716 Huntington, Oklahoma City. OK 73116. 

Regards, 

'1;l 

MZ/dw 

Attachment 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
SOUTHWEST REGIONAL COUNCIL 

1809 Tower BUIlding 

DAlE : October ), 1975 

TO: Marc Tanenbaum 

FROM: Miles Zi tmore 

O,lIas, Texlls 75201 (214) 747·3531 

FD-S1f 

cc: Larry Cohen 
Isaiah Terman 

RE: Sam Singer Lecture, Oklahana City 

Can you give us an Iteye- catching" title to use for your lecture 
in Cklahoma City on November 25th? I hate to inject a note of 
urgency into this request, but the Alperns are leaVing town 
shortly until the end of the month and need to get to the printers 
with the invitations. 

By way of suggestions, Oklahoma City is Jewish survival-minded and 
sOOIetbing along the lines of "Global Justice and the Future of 
Israel" or sane such thing might be in order. 

Let me say thanks for your WUl ingness to help us out in Oklahana 
City. I know scheduling has been rough and that makes us all the 
more appreciative for your efforts. Look forward to hearing from 
you on the title. As the date draws nearer, we'll be in touch on 
the details. 

Many thanks, 

4~ 

P.S. As per Erwin Alpern's letter to you of October 1, can I tell 
them that you will meet for breakfast on November 26th with sane 
clergymen? 

MZ:ba 

PJePdeo>'. DR . JACII H. IU..IiIHOU. 011111$ • ~I'" PfI'Si_b. MUBO W. o\SItAIWlE ..... sc.; LESLIE l. JACOIS. o.u .. ; III"IING A. MATHEWS. Su AIo~; RAYMOND 
D. KA.SHER. 0.11 .. ; MIlTON I. TOBI ...... "".11_; D~ . """OlD H. UIIGERMM. hlu; I. WEill Ui. Hou"" • • v.u P,!ISiIIoDI$. DR. Ellion IN.UMIERG. "'Iiut .. ; ..... NEnE fRl[OlAltDER. 0'1._. c.t,: DR. AUGUSl GOLDSTEI N. JR . • Tulu: STE".U M. IlAUFM ............. , ... ; MIClt.\El lDWENBERG. 0.11 .. : DR. HUGH l. WOUF. 51ft .... 'o.ia • Sec .... ". RAlBI 
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lIlliE FRAUMIJII . $01111 ..... Rqio ... 1 Ditldor • MILES ZITMORE. Ani$lllll ...... Ditld... • MICHAEl IW'I' ...... $1" ",. otr.ter 
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October 1. 1975 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York. NY 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Thank you very much for your letter of September 25, confirming 
your appearance in Oklahoma City on November 25 at a reception at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wasserman . 

We trust you understand that the reception at their home will be for 
solicitation of funds and will preceed an 8: 15 public meeting at 
which you are scheduled to be the speaker for the annual Sam Singer 
Memorial Lecture. This event, in memory of the late Sam Singer. 
generally focuses on some aspect of human relations. We will appre
ciate your giving us or designating a topic in this area which we can 
use in the publicity and invitations. 

If your schedule permits, we would also appreciate being able to 
arrange a breakfast meeting with significantly important religious 
leaders of Oklahoma City so that the value of your visit can be 
maximized. 

Than ou very much. 

Si cyely , 

/~ 
/, win Alpern 

EA/It 
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I Rabbi Sets 
City Talk 
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbawn 

national director of In~ 
lerreliglo\l3' affain, American 
Jewish Committee (AJC), will 
speak on "Religious Values In 
an, Age of Violence" at the 
third annual Sam J . Singer 
Memorial Lecture. 

His address will be delivered 
at 8:30 p.m. Tuesday in 
Emanuel Synagogue, 900 NW 
47 , Oklahoma City, and is open 
to the public at no charge. 

On Wednesday at 1:30 a.m., 
Rabbi Tenenbaum will meet at 
the Hilton Inn North'o1.'esl .... ith 
a group of religious leaders of 
the Oklahoma City area to dis· 
cuss Jewi sh-Chr istia n 
relations, 

Internationally known for his 
eHor t s to promote in 
terreligious cooperation in the 
cause of social justice, Rabbi 
Ten~nbawn is a founder of the 
NaUorull Interreligious Task 
Force on Soviet Jewry and 
serves on the religious leaders 
committee of the National 
Bicentennial Commission. 

He also helped organize and 
~rved as co-ehainnan of the 
first I~temationa l Colloquium 
In ... ol ... lOg Christians Jews 
Buddhists, Hjnd~s and 
Moslems from the fi ... e con
tinents which was held in No ... .. 
1910. at Hebrew Uni ... ersity in 
Jerusalem. 

A .noted writer, lecturer and 
SOCial commentator, Rabbi 
Tanenbaum is co-editor and a 
con tributo r to th e just
published, "Speaklng of God 
Today in the Age of Ausch",;tz 
and Technology." 

Rabbi will deliver 
Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, a pl· 

oneering leader and thlnker in Inter· 
religious relations for almost 25 
years, will be In Oklahoma City 
Tuesday to deliver the third annual 
Sam J. Singer Memorial Lecture. 

Sponsored by the Oklahoma City 
Wlit of the American Jewish Com· 
mlttee, the lecture will be at 8:30 
p.m. in Emanuel Synagogue, 000 NW 
47. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum, national Inter
religiOUS affai rs director of the 
American Jewish Committee, will 
speak on "Religious Values in an 
Age of Vlolenc~." 

A religious historian and authority 
on Judaism and Jcwlsh·ChrlsUan re
lations, Rabbi Tanenbaum has writ
ten and lectured exlensively on the 
history, theology and sociology of 

the two religions. 
He is a founder and co-secretary 

of joint Vatlcart-Internatlonal Jewish 
Consultative Committee and of a 
similar liaison body with the World 
Council of Churches. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum was the only 
rabbi at the Second Vatican Ecu· 
menica! Council. He was widely con· 
suited by Roman Catholic and Prot· 
estant authorities during deJlbcra· 
lions which led to the Vatican dec1a· 
ration on non·Chrlstian l'clations that 
repudiated anti·Semltism and called 
for fraternal dialogue belween Chris· 
lians and Jews, 

Rabbi Tanenbaum, who hus madc 
several appearances on the "Today" 
show, has received numerous honors 
for his contributions to rcILgious un· 
derstanding. 

nabl.li Marc Tanenl.ln\Un 



September 25, 1975 

Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Alpern 
436 Northwest 43rd Street 
Oklahoma CIty, Oklaho.a 73111 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Alpern, 

I look forward with auch plea lure to joining you at 
the hoae of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wasseraan on Tuesday, 
November 25th, at the reception in behalf of the Amer
ican Jewish Committee. 

My remarks will concern themselves with a review of 
the present situation of the Jewish people in light 
of recent developments in the Middle East, the Soviet 
Union, and the UN. I will al.o describe the role of 
the Committee, and, more specifically, the work of 
my department at AJC, Interreligious Affairs. 

With all best wishes for the New Year, 

Bec: Herb Rand 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaua 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 

, 
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September 22, 1975 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Herbert Rand 

Our people in the Southwest are delighted that you will be 
available for the November 25th event in Oklahoma City . 

At this time, I am just noting some preliminaries, to wit, 
that the fundraising reception and cocktail party will be 
held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wasserman and, then, 
you will be delivering the Sam Singer Lecture, about which 
I will find out more and let you know. 

It has been suggested (and I am, therefore, enclosing a draft) 
that you send a note to the chairman, indicating your pleasure 
at being present on this occasion, etc., etc. 

They will, of course, publi£ize your presence in the cit~ in 
the local press and through other channels. 

Will keep you posted. 

HR:as 

P. S. Marc, please send me a copy of your final letter so that 
I can mail copies appropriately . 

3 
CD 

3 
o ., 
DI 
;, 
a. 
c 
3 
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Draft - Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum to Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Alpern 
436 Northwest 43rd Street 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118 

k--~ Avv, . ~, 
~ar~~~~ ~ 

- It wl1J be a 8Feat(pleasure Ebr ;; to join~u at the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wasserman 

~&alf of the American Jewish 

bej oS pi t b ygtl 

of-~ on Tuesday, November 25th, ~ 

alj;~ t il;;; Committee. t;~ t ita-; ; 

IA MvUvJ 1 ~ r~ 
My remarks will concern themselves with the well_being and 1. ~t~ 

,· .L .. -1<-" d), -tt.... ~ ~ \.0- ~j..r II ~ to • .p,, ' , t: "'" (w... {"'-' 

1"-"'--- '§eClhity or Jews, tleriand th~Q1jJ1 the "gr'd, he role and }.:.;:t-: 
program of the Commd t tee and, more specifically, t he work of dr~ 

my department at AJC, Interreligious Affairs . ~( ~t~, 
r Uv, 

- k~ 
~~ 

With all best wishes for the New Year, 

Cordially, 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
SOUTHWEST REGIONAL COUNCIL 

1809 Tower Building Dallas, Tallas 15201 1214) 747·3531 

September 24, 1975 

Mr. and Mrs . Erwin Alpern 
436 Northwest 43rd 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118 

Dear Erwin and Adell, 

be Will Kau ./ 
Marc Tanenbaum v 
Larry Cohen 

I can't tell you how delighted we are with the plans for the Sam Singer Lecture, espe
cially in the face of the difficult scheduling problems we all have had to endure. But 
it looks like Tuesday. November 25th. is going to work out best for all involved. You 
should be receiving a confirmation of this date directly from Rabbi Tanenbaum. Please 
convey our thanks to the Wasserrnans for their gracious hospitality in hosting the cock
tail and buffet reception with Rabbi Tanenbaum on behalf of AJC's Appeal for Human Re
l a tions . 

Here is a bio and picture for the Lecture invitations. We should soon have an idea as 
to what topic he will be addressing. But do let us know if there are some specific 
issues you would like him to cover in his speech . Rabbi Tanenbaum is a person who has 
devoted his life to building Christian-Jewish understanding. He is a superb speaker and 
a compelling personality. 

I' m enclosing copies of the previous invitations, including the dinner and invitation to 
the Goldman's home, which were used two years ago . Also enclosed is the list of those 
invited to attend the fundraising reception which 1'm sure you"U want to review in in
viting those to attend this year's reception. Our office will, of course, assist by 
doing the printing and mailing for the fundraising function. As the date draws closer, 
we'll want to discuss the many details. 

Please don' t hesitate to call if you have questions on any of the above, Many thanks for 
all of your help. 

Best wishes, 

Miled.~ 
MZ/dw 
Enclosures 
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THE AMERICAN .JEWISH COMM I TTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subject 

August 27, 1975 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Herbert Rand 

Oklahoma City 

In your absence, I have been talking to Ritz Reznik, because 
it was necessary to book you for an event in Oklahoma City on 
Thursday, November 13th. A first -- and very important to us! 

This will be a fundraising cocktail party in a private home . 
Dr. Arnold Ungerman and Ray Kravis are, of course, involved in 
this and we will be conducting fund raising in Tulsa around this 
date. It should be a good one , 

In the evening, you will be delivering the "Sam Singer lecture" 
before a large audience, so this will be ''Marc Tanenbaum Dayll 
in Oklahoma City . 

I believe I spoke to you about this before, but please don't 
let me down. -- This could be a breakthrough in a very important 
area . 

HR:as 



JOHN H . HALLEV. JR. 
JOHN T. SPRADLING 
DELMiER L ST ... GNIER 
IERWIN ALPE;RN 
!!JTE;PHEN P. f'RIOT 
", ... RRIEN IE . JONE;S 

HALLEY, SPRADLING, STAGNER & ALPERN 

ATTORNEYS ANO COUNSELORS AT LAW 

SU ITIE ? OO 

101 ..... RIC: "'VIENUE BUILDING 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73102 

May 29, 1975 

Mr. Bill Trosten 
The --American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Mr. Trosten: 

TULSA OnlCE 

52 5 SOUTH MIUN. SUITE 102 
918-583-6292 

JOHN T. SPRADUNO. JR. 

Mr. Albert Janco informs me that you have arranged 
for Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum to be available as the 
speaker for the Oklahoma City Unit Sam Singer Memorial 
Lecture on either July 27th or July 29th. We have 
decided that Sunday, July 27th would be the best date 
for us to schedule that lecture, and accordingly re
quest that you finalize these arrangements with Rabbi 
Tannenbaum. 

We plan on an afternoon meeting at 2:30 or 3:00 p.m., 
and if it would be possible for you to arrange for 
him to stay over that evening or possibly Monday 
morning, we would initiate conferences between him and 
various religious leaders in the community in order to 
maximize his appearance here in the City. Will you 
kindly air mail to us biographical information and a 
glossy cut for publicity purposes. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation and please 
confirm the above date and the duration of his visit 
as quickly as possible 

in Alpern 
Cnairman, Oklahoma City Unit 

EA/h 

cc: Mr. Albert Janco 
Mr. Miles Zitmore 




