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Rabbi Harc Ta nenbaum. 
American Jewi sh Committee 
165 Eas t 65 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

ear Hare. 

July 22, 1976 

Enclo~ed Is a picture I took at the Denver conference of 
~ ir Force Reserv:e Chaplains. The people in., it from left 
to rigHt reo Rabbi Mbrris Rubinstein , Ra6bl Jack Sable, 
you, Rabbi Victor olomen, Chaplain Thomas H. Groome , Jr . , 
Deputy Chief pf Chaplains. Uni~ed States Air Force and 
Rabbi Simeon Kobrinetz. 

Once agal n let e~11 you how mpressed I was with your 
presentation ~t the conference. The chaplains I talked 
with were unanimous in-thelr praise and I believe you 
really inspired them, and increased their sense of 
sensitivity. As YQu mus~be by now aware, the reserve 
components ' of the milita~y chaplaintY include an unusual 
number of clergymen in key positions, many of whom are 
otherwise not reached by our normal interfaith programming. 
I applaud your pioneering efforts in tHis direction and hope 
that we will have ample opportunity to pursue our common 
interes t s in e future. ~ 

I hope your bOO~i S coming long well and that we will ge t 
together in the near 'future • 

GK:gw 
enc1 s. 

Cordially. 

~ 
Rabbi Gilbert Kollin 
Oeputy 0 i rector 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 

RABBI MARC H. "IANXNBAUM 
The New York Board of Rabbis, Inc . 

10 East 7Jrd Street 
New York NY 10021 

RABBIS APPOINT RABBI TANENBAUM CHAIRMAN JF:WISH-CHRISTIAN RELl.TIONS COIfiISSION 
New York : Rabbi Judah Cahn , preaident of the New York Board of Rabbis, today 
announced the appointment of Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, national interreligious 
affaira director of the American Jewish Ca..ittee, as Chairman of the Jewish­
Christian Relations ComMission of the rabbinical body. 

The New York Board of Rabbis is comprised of 1,000 Orthodox, Conservstive , and 
Reform rabbi. and is the oldest snd largest rabbinic organization of its kind in 
the world. It represents the religious snd c~nal interests of the largest Jewish 
community in the world and cooperates closely with aimilar rabbinic organizations 
in practically every major center of Jewish population in the United States, and in 
other parta of the world. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum haa been a pioneering leade and thinker in interreligious relations 
and socisl justice aovements during the pa8t ~ years . A modern hi8~ori8n writing 
recently in COIIIIIIent!ap Jll8gazine, charac terized bbbi Tanenbaum as "the leading figure 
sDlong Jewish ecumepist." tn the--fteld. of inten.U.Jiou. re"'ttOM rnd social justice. 
Newsweek magszine ~ted tt ... 111ioo eect10D CloY. 9. 1970) to an rnterview with 
Rabbi Tanenbaum de ibins bt. ~a, tbe .. e~~n Jew18 c~ltYt. foremost apostle 
to the gentiles ... 0 hae been _bl to .oilc~t suP20t fr~.l- fact ons of the Jewish 
CODllUnity . " 

He was the only ra 1 present durtnl tbe 1il1~ti n. of Vetiesn capncil II from 
1962-65, where he ~ frequently consulted by Catholic authorities and Protestant 
observers about th~. 8UbataDce tbe historic Vati\.a Decla~t1oD on Non-Christian 
Religions which condemted antt-S--eltttt_ IIftd called for bfr.fernal dialogue" and ''lautual 
respect" between Catholics J.,s. 

Under hia direction, the American Jew~b C~ttee iuvo(ved major Jewish scholars 
and religioua leaders in na~l audellli ia.titut.. n? seminara with every Il\8jor 
branch of Christendom - Roman tholte. ma ~ine ~test~t, Evangelicals, Greek 
Orthodox, and Black Churches, ~t st.ilar prolra.a i ft every major city in the United 
States . Rabbi Tanenbaum alao se~ aa co-chairmaD ~f the first International Colloquium 
on Religion, Land, Nationa~sm, and'~~1ebobd. ~lcrat Hebr~University in 1970 which 
involved the participation~ Muslims, Buddhista, "Hindus, Afr~an religioDB, aa well 
aa Christiana and Jews . He a~o served as ieo-chair.an of the first International 
COlloquiUlll on Judds. and Christ.,t.anity held at Harvard j)ivinity School in 1966 . 

He also helped organize a Congress ~ African lea4a'rs S,'The Bible and Black Africa," 
in Jeru$alem, and served a. co-chsfl"lllSn with ~I'pf. E'ric C. Lincoln of the first 
national conaultation on Black-Jewlsh re lations at Fisk University. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum has directed the landmark religious research studies examining inter­
group content in Catholic, Proteatant , and Jewish teaching materiala in the United States, 
Italy, Spain, French- apeaking countries, Ger.any and Latin ~erica. These studiea have 
been the basis of the revision of vlrtually all negative atereotypes in the textbook. 
produced in the 1970a. 

A major force in the promotion of social juatice snd human rights, Rabbi Tanenbaum 
helped organize the American Jewish E.ergency Relief Effort for Victims of the 
Nigerian-Blafran Conflict; he is national co-chairman of the Interreligioua Coalition 
on World Hunger; and national co-chairman of the Interreligioua Taak Force on Soviet 
Jewry. He was also a founder and program chairman of the historic National Conference 
on Religion and Race, which has been regarded as a turning point for the promotion of 
civil righta in the 1960s . He baa aerved on various Preaidential , White Bouse, and 
United Nations commissions on children and youth, aging, race relarions, and poor and 
population problema. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum has been frequently invited to serve as a Jewish apokeaman before 
various Congressional and Senate Committee hearings - tbe U. S. Senate Foreign Relations 
Coamittee on "Horal Aspects of American Foreign Policy" (Jan. 1976); Senate Special 
Hearings on World Hunger and American ' a Food Policy (Dec. 1974); the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee hearings on Jerusalem. He has lectured on moral issues before 
.embers of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces, the U. S. Marine Corpa at 
Quantico, and the U. S. Army and Navy Chaplain Corps . He also serves ' on the 1980a 



Pt:oject on Human Right. of the Council on Foreian Relationa, and i. a -.ber of the 
steering committee of the American Revolutionary Bicentennial Committee'. Citi~ea 
Dialogue. 

Rabbi TilnenbaUIII Is the au.thor aDd co-editor of "Spea.lt1ng of Cod Today," "The Jerusaln 
Colloquiu.," "Our Koral Resources for Internatioaal. Cooperation" Ua collaboration 
with Dr. R.e:1nhold Niebuhr), "R.eligious Values in and Aae of Violence," "Scripture. 
Theology and History: Perspectives of Evangelicals and Jews," has written nwoerous 
monographs and essays which have appeared in scholarly and leneral journals in many 
foreian languale.s (his _says on the ''Holy Year and Its Orilins in the J_ish Jub!lfte 
YeaT." published by the Vatican Co..ission on the Holy Year in 1975 ha. appear.c in 
FTenc.h, Italian, Spanish, Ceraan, Dutch and JapalU!se). lie i s also the interreligioua 
academic consultant to the New Media Bible. 
One of ~r1ca's most effective and popular lecturers and orators, Rabbi Tanenbaum 
has lectured at major universities, seminaries, rel1aious and educational bodies in 
the United States, Europe, -and Israel and at numerous national and international 
conferences. 

His other written works 
co-authorship with Prof . 
National Council of 
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community have been 
(published by the University 
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He is married to the former Helga Walss, ~:;ChOlogi8t, 
Adena (17), Michael (14) and Susan (10). 

and has three children, 

In announcing h.is appoint1lent. Rabbi Cabn declared, "The New York Board of Rabbis 
is gratifIed that a person of Rabbi Tanenbaum's outstanding record of achIevement, 
dedication, and service has accepted our invitation to give us the benefit of his 
singular experience and unique leaderahip in our program for the promotion of 
understanding and collaboration between the major Jewish and Christian co..unities 
in thi_ Ireat metropolis. At a time when the nation and the city are confronted by 
such • barrage of .oral and civic problems which threaten the very future of our 
society, we hope that the Board of Rabbis, au~nted by the knowledge and skills of 
able people such as Rabbi Tanenbaum, will be able to make s meaningful and constructive 
contribution to advancing the welfare of the Jewish cOllDUnity and of our entire society." 
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Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
165 East 56th S~re.t 
New York NY 100l,2 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum. 

July 19, 1976 

The recent Chaplains' GOD:ference at Denver W&8 one of the truly out­
standing events of my- C81·eer. Never have been 80 inapired by any conference. 
As a result of those most lIleaningf'ul. days. I feel that a: am persone.l.ly 
prepared for a :core adequate response to he chal.1.enge of' the Bicentennial 
emphasis and my future as a clergyu.n. Air Force Reserve Chaplain. I feel 
that I will be better prepared also as a private citizen for the present and 
the unfolding future . 

I am certain that every person in attendance at the Conference v1ll 
welcome the opportunity to express appreciation to you for any and every 
assistance and contribution you gave to that . stimulating and revarding ex­
perience. Every person, so ar ,S I can ascertain, s· moat grateful to have 
had the privilege of being a part of the team vhic'h has been so capably led 
by our distinguished Command Chaplain Col. Hans E. Sandrock. One of the 
things we admire most about Chaplain Sandrock is the way in which he relates 
to and brings out of all of us the very best. 

Personally, I am looking :forward to the next fev years of my li:fe with 
very great enthusiasm. I sincerely hope and pray that the future will pro­
vide similar opportunities for in-depth training, development of further 
expertise and opportunities to use whatever creativity I have in the program 
of the Reserve Forces. 

Best personal wishes, 

Sincerely, 

DAH:mah 



CllaplaiD _ SaDdrock 
AIl'C-1IC 
3800 Yort Str.et 
Da.wr, Colorado 80205 

Dear IIaDJI 

July 2, 1976 
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