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GORDON. COLLEGE 

Marcn 19 , 1978 
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Na~ lonal Director Interreligious Affairs 
American Jewish Committee 
New York , New York 1 0022 

Dear Marc, 

The feedbAck on your visit to Gordon has been simply out
atend1ne: . I took 80 of my students to a Bat l-t1tzvsh yesterday . 
Many of them commented to me how much they deeply appreciated 
your a~~re8BeB . At our faculty progressive supper last night 
the faoulty were overwhelming in their comments about your ad
dresses . The most frequently repeated comment I have heard was 
that you gave our own Evangelical comcunt ty a sense of history 
snd contempor~ry stature that many people seem somehow to have 
forgotten . We indeed have our Roger Wl1118.!Da , :·1ark Hatflelda 
Bnd others who have and are making significant contributiona . 
For a suest speaker, however , yes a rabbi of your pOSition , to 
come along an:3note some of these things re ally hits home . 

The other thins which real1.y spoke to us in sreat depth 
was your e'1ph.l3.sis on the "real world out there" which 1s currently 
beine: shaken with violence a~(j dehum anization . Your personal 
fresh illustrations at" this really made this come to life . As 
you ,"ell know, we Evangelic91s have 80 very much to leern from 
the Jewish community about reachins out 1n te~s of Lev. 19:18 . 

As I reflect on tn1ngs, I am truly sorry for the nect1c 
pace we put you througb on Friday . Your willinsness to personally 
sign all those books was a bie: time consummer . (You will be in
terested to know by Frl~ay afternoon our Gordon Bookstore had 
sold out tne 250 cop1es 1t had sh1pped esrUer tnat week) . Our 
Gordon family really was th~nkful for that personal touch on 
your part . 

Lets continue to keep the dialos Boing . Despite some rather 
dl!"ficult obstacles that bave snd will yet come up along the way , 
I feel our co~munities are beginning to un~erstand each other . 
If Pamela Ilott of CBS 18 st1l1 serious about d01ng a program on 
Shevuot arou nd the the~e of our book, it should be a major break
through to get our message and book underscored before the p ubl ic 
eye . I am encour'lged by wh~t I have seen so far . 

The enclosed check is but a small token of our heart felt 
gratltute for your contribution to Gor~on and the deepen1ng of 
our unrlerstanding of both faith communities. I hope to see you 
tne even1ng of Ilarch 26 . 

GR .... F>EVINE ROAO. ""'ENH ... ....,. M ASSACI-IUSETTS 

\~J'h.~~sm pe r sonsl regards , 

}~;R. Wnson 
018B4 TELEPHONE : (817) g27.2300 



January 31, 1978 

Dr. Marvin I.. VU.on, Cbair.an 
Depart.ent of Biblical Studi •• 
Gordon College 
Grapev1~. load 
VeMa., Maaaacbuaetta 09184 

Dear Man_ 

Your not. _ to .. jut 1a t ... nidt of U ... 1 ~_bbe ab1a 
to _ 7"u leat ~t dur1n& ,....r cIJ.alope with Jia 1Iud1n. But 1 had 
to get • Mrias of abota for the trip that 1 _ ee1r f ,S to Southeut 
... 1& on • tact-fi-M». ~tl .. t1oa. of the &reat pnbl_ of the 
Vi.tn ..... Boat ?eople. 

My pruent concern growa out of the faet that I ha ... juat l~ 
that •• _U.DS baa jut been .et up betvIMD ov lDternatlOD&1 .. st I.h 
eo..1tt.. and t... Vatiean to be helcl 1a Iladr1d April 5th through t ... 
8th. Thia v111 be _ iIIportaat ... t1a.& and .,. .... rlon are pr ••• 1n& 
me to attend. 

I.f it doe. not crute _,. _jor probl ... for you, I wonder If you ught 
ehilt: the date to aDOtber ..euat1,. conYelliat tt..:. I vU1 call you 
before I 1_ ... for ov.r .... th1.8 .... aDd perhapa we ean .. u tbat 
adj u.t-.nt qu1c.Uy. 

I really hope: this doea DOt create a'I probl_ for you. But thia 1 • 
• de'ftl.op.ent vb.1c.h 1a 1:0 .any vaye beIIond .,. control. 

MIrr : 1lPIl 

Eneloauru 

Cordially, 

ltabbi llare B. Tenenb .... 
National Dlr.etor 
Interrellg10ue Affaire 



GORDON COLLEGE 

I{arch 19, 1978 
Rabbi Harc H. Tane~baum 
National Dir ector Interre11gious Aff a irs 
American J ewish Co~rnlttee 
NeH York, N~ ':! York 10022 • 
Dear Marc , 

.The feedbAck on your visit to Gordon h13 S been s imply out
st endine . I took 80 of my students to a Bat Hitzvah ye3terO"Y . 
Many of them com~ented to me how much they ceeply apprecletea 
your er;rresses . .ltt our faculty prog r essi ve supper l @st night 
t he faculty ·..,ere over\ihel'Dlng tn their comment s about your ad
dresses . The cost freQ.uently repeated com!Ilent I h~ve he arc • .. ~a8 
that you g~ve our own Eva~£ellcal co~cunlty 8 sense of history 
and. contp.!Ilpo;. ... ary st ature that many people seem somehow to have 
forg ot ten . ''Ie indp.ed have our ROEer ~(1111a"Ds , I·lark Hatflelds 
aoc'! other s ,,,,ho h ave enl1 are mak ine significant contrlbuttons . 
For a guest speaker, ho,~ever , yes a r abbi of your position, to 
come along en;note some of these t h ings r eelly hit s hom e. 

The other thing ,,,hich re al ly spoke to us in e:reat depth 
was your e:lphsasi s on the "repl worl -3 out there " which. 1s currently 
bei ng shaken with viole nce antj dehU!Dllntzat l on . Your personal 
fre sh illustrRt10ns of this r eally ma de t h i s come to life. ,As 
you '-lell kno,'I', we Evane:e1 i c el s hav e 80 very mu ch to le ern from 
the Jewish co~nun1ty abcut re Aching out 1n ter~s of Lev . 1 9 :18 . 

As I r efle ct on t, hlng s, I a:n truly sorry for the hectic 
p ace we put y ou throug h on Fr1flay. Your ',o/ i11in6ne89 to personally 
sig n all those books ~as a b i e ti~e co nsummer'. tYou will be in
t er ested to kno\'I' by Fri ~::!y afternoon our Gordon Bookstore h a d 
901 ~ out the 250 copi es it had Bhlpge~ eRrlier that week). Our 
Garcon f n~ ily re ally ~9S thankful fo r t hat personal touc h on 
your part . 

Lets continue t o keep the d i alog golng . Despite BOrJe rat her 
diff icult obstacl es tb2t h ave end '\'111 yet c ome up along the 'iay, 
I .feel our cOlll!lunities .'3: re be e tnnlnE t o uno::'e r stand each other. 
If Pamel a Ilott of CBS i s still serious about ~olng a progr am on 
Shevuot around the the~e of our book , it shou l d be 9 ~ajor bre ak
t hroueh to g et our mess~ee Bnd book underscored before the public 
eye. I am encour~ec by wh~t I have see n so fa r. 

The e nc1.o se~ c he ck i s but e s!Ilall token of our heart felt 
gratitute for your co nt rlbut ion to Gor~on and the deepening of 
our unr.erstendi ng of both f a it h c ommunities. I hope to see you 
the evening of Harch 26 . 

GR ..... PEV'NE R O ..... O ........ E ..... HA,.... M ASSACHUSETTS 

\~h warm per soo 91 regar ds , 
11.ah-v--' 

I"orVi n R. Wilson 
o,ga", T E I..EPHONE : t fJ17) g27-2300 



Gordon student impressed by rabbi's convocation talk .. .~ ~ ~ . . 
Toth(l' Editor: understanding and support. among Muslims aM Chris-

Ordinarily I don', go to con- came through loud and clear. !ians and among Arab and 
vocation. It is a fault of mine The message also comes to Jew and Palestinian . He 
that I think that I have better this campus at a time when deplores the violence in Africa 
things to do; at least that's both the Jewish and Christian between the Soma lis and the 
what I put down in my ap- religions are in the process of Ethiopians. He is conc(I'rned 
plication for chapel excuse celebrating the highest that we and the world will 
this term. This past Friday I festivals of their particular forget. He hclieves lhat a 
happened to be at the gym faiths . Il a lso comes at a time, world who forgets the Arme
when Rabbi Tanenbaum was as Rabbi Tanenbaum said, nians will also forget the Cam
speaking. I will be forever when Jews and Evangelical boctians and the Somalis and 
grateful I attended. Christians are really beginn- the Pa lestinians and the Jews. 

Dr. Covey, a man whose opi- jng to share and discuss the in- Tanenbaum is very specific 
nion I respect for a number of tricacies of their faiths wI th about the need for Jews and 
reasons. said to our class each other. Christians to work and live 
afterwards that if any of us Tanenbaum, in conjunction together . He believes that 
were in convocation that we with Dr. Marvin Wilson and Christia ns and Jews must help 
had indeed been in the Rabbi A. James Rudin, writes form a " national and inter
presence of true greatness. in E\'angelica ls and J ews in .national attitude of scorn and 
Bul it is not Dr. Covey's en- Connrsation that "evangel- contem pt for those who use 
dorsement alone thai made icals and Jews joined in con- violence or who advocate the 
me feel tha t what he said was versation not as a matter of use of violence." He says that 
true. As one of many people social tolerance, nor nice Jews and Christians must 
who was there, I can truly say manners, nor to conform to work together to stop the 
that I was sincerely touched the custom of the American release of inflamma tory pro
by a man whose voice spoke to way of life. Ra ther, their paganda. Jews and Christians 
me Oul of all the millions of deepest spiritual and moral must develop better education 
other voices in the world. commitments in the face of a and communication among all 

I don 't knov,' Marc Tanen- confused and needy world peoples to begin to reduce the 
baum and I may never know made their meeting, their liv- effects of di fferences. Jews 
him , much less meet him; but ing in harmony, the highest and Christians must "engage 
his wisdom is God's wisdom necessity." ina massive effort to establish 
and that wisdom comes to me · Yet Tanenbaum is not con- on a globa l basis a 'new 
atatimewhen l ammakinga cerned wi lh Jews and humanism' tha i seeks 10 
personal commitment once evangel ica ls alone. He restore the biblical value of 
again to the faith that has sus· deplores the violence in Asia, the in finite worth and 
tained me in times of doubt especially in Cambodia where preciousness of each human 
and despair. God's voice, 2-3 million lives have been life." 
speaking of love and com- destroyed. He deplores the These are high orders and 
munity and s haring and violence in the Middle East no teacher can tell me that it 

can be done in a few years or a 
few decades, but Rabbi 
Tanenbaum has convinced me 
that it must be started, lest we 
do indeed (orget. In all humili
ty, Rabbi Tanenbaum remi nd
ed us thai the Jews are an 
elect nation holy to God. Our 
common bond with them will 
be remembered by God if we 
remember Him and His 
people. , 

This brings me to my second 
event. I walked into th~ Tar
tan office Friday afternoon 
and came face to face with a 
movie about the Jews. What 
made it so enthralling was 
that Thad ... a lked in on pic-

tures of the Nazi death camps. decided nol to forget ; and 
I sta red, unable to move. Rab- remembering the sufferings 
bi Tanenbaum's w.ords came, and the agonies of Our Lord, 
back to me: "a world that can let His Blood be a sign to the 
forget the Armenians can Spirit of God nol 10 pass-over 
forge t the Jews." I have us. Let Him fill us with the 

knowledge and the love and 
the grace of God and Christ. 

Briggs Cta rk 
Gordon Collt~e 

Wenham 

, , 
Our 5 Greenhouses are Bursting with 

Spring Flowers. . . 
10,000 Geraniums ' 
15,000 Annuals a nd Vegetables 
350 Gigantic Hanging Moss Baskets 
700 Reiger Begonias 

, 

We have cut flowers and do design work for ehe 
discriminating customer. . 
We carry a complete line of garden supplies, too13 
and lawn care products, including Scott and 
Ortho. 

PLUS the LARGEST selection 0/ quality 

h houseplants on the North Shore . ... 
e "Doris and David" if it's exotic or unusual, we 

e·o nard s have it or can get it. 
fORMERlY 

WAID BROS. 

FLOWER SHOP and GREENHOUSES 
87 Corning St.· Beverly· 922-4295 

OPEN 7 DAYS 9·6 
.. 
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TIMES ~ ~ •• 

R.abbi points to new era between Evangelicals, Jew~ 
. J 

, NANCY SHACKLETON 
mes Staf( Writer 

WENHAM- Since the end of World War II, Evangeli· 
I Christians and the Jews have been undergoing a 
ent revolution of the deepest and most authentic kind . 
\abbi Marc Tanenbaum touched on two of the major 
nensions of that quiet transformation at a convoca
n Friday at Gordon College in Wenham: the rising 
d changing force of the Evangelical religion, and a 
w era of dialogue between the Jewish and Evangelical 
ristlan faiths. 
tabbi Tanenbaum. national director of Interreligious 
fairs of the American Jewish Committee. and recent· 
named one of the most influential religious leaders in 
: United States. spoke at the convocation. and a news 
trerence later in the day, in conjunction with a 
'enUy published book . . 
'he book- "Evangelicals and Jews In Conversation: 
Scriptures, Theology and History"-is a compilation 
papers prerented by 18 Jewish and Evangelical 

lolars and religious leaders at a symposium in New 
rk City in December, 1975. the first major convoca· 
t ever held between leaders of the two faiths. The 
Jk was edited by Rabbi Tanenbaum, Dr. Marvin R. 
son, chairman of the department of Biblical and 
_'Cllogical Studies at Gordon College. and Rabbi A. 
nes Rudin. assistant director of interrreligious At· 
·s for the committee. 

"ll' 
Prior to the early 1960s, the relationship bet ..... -een 

Jewish and other Christian leaders and laymen was 
limited lo shared concerns about social justice with 
liberal Protestants, Rabbi Tanenbaum said. Later in 
that decade, Jewish dialogue with other Christian reli
gions began to grow and extend to the Roman CathOliCs. 
Southern Baptists, Greek Orthodox and more recently 
the Evangelical Christians. The latter relationship 
stems in part from Tanenbaum'S and Wilson's first 
meeting three years ago. While the book is described as 
a milestone in that relationship, the dialogue will con
tinue to expand as more religious and lay leaders are 
Involved. 

"We have begun to turn the corner- into a whole new 
era of possibllities and problems. but to be human is to 
have both," Tanenbaum said. "The test of humanity is 
to be able to take on both and deal constructively with 
both." 

Tanenbaum observed that there are those from both 
the Jewish and Evangelical sects who would find the 
current dialogue " not exactly k(osher," and would con
sider him "so far off the reservation as to be beyond 
redemption ." 

Those who oppose the dialogues with other religions 
reveal a "deep ambivalence at best, and at worst, a 
sense of anxiety or even fear. " Tanenbaum said. That 
fear, he said, "Is simply the fear of synchronism. That 
in the wave of good will, the desire to affirm common 

" 

Wenham 
bonds will lead to a diminishing of the distinctiveflt ..... .; of 
each group." 

Tanenbaum said that the dialogues, that discovering 
the common bonds of faith and belief in the midst of the 
uniqueness of each religion, "is one of the matters th<lt 
stands at the height of the universe, and is of supreme 
importance, not only to Jews and Evangelicals, but to 
American democratic, pluralistic SOCiety as well as the 
world community today." 

Of the revolution of the Evangelical Christian religion, 
Tanenbaum said that the transformation has been dra· 
matized In the mind of America through President 
Jimmy Carter, a born·again Christian. 

One of the questions that the transformation of the 
Evangelical and the emergence of that new breed of 
leader points to is how one relates one's Biblical faith , 
values and beliefs in God and truth to the planes of truth 
of other great traditions. AddreSSing and resolving that 
question "becomes a critical resposibility," Tanenbaum 
said. 

RABBI MARC TANENBAUM 
...... kin8 an W1CIerstandlng 



Rabbi to speQk on 
Evangelicals and Jews 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
of New York, national director 
of interreligious aHairs for the 
American Jewish Committee, 
will give a convoca tion ad
dress in Rhodes Gymnasium. 
Gordon College, Wenham, 
Friday Marchl1 at 10:20 a .m. 
The subject of his address is 
"Evangelicals and Jews - A 
New Era." The pUblic is in
vited to attend this session. 

The public is also invited to 
atlend Rabbi Tanenbaum's 
lecture to Dr. Marvin Wilson's 
"Modern Jewish Culture" 
class on Thursday, March 16. 
a1 3:45 p.m. in Wino Library 
Lecture Hall. He will speak on 
"Jews and Christians in an 
Age of Violence. " 

RABBI MARC. II. 
TANENBAUM 

Rabbi Tanenbaum. Dr . 
Marvin Wilson, professor of edited and contributed ar
biblica l and theological ticJes to a landmark study or 
studies at Gordon College and evangelical and Jewish rel,,-
Rabbi A. James Rudin, assis- tionships enti tled Evan
tant national diredor of the gelicals and Jews in Con
AJC's Department of Inter' vena tion <Baker Book House, 

----- : 
__ ~,e:I:;':;:OU:S:A::rr;':;~~h~.~,~e~,~,,::e"~t~"::I:~~'~l.::~::::::::::==::~==== - . ----- --- -....,.--,---, • ' . ., • 't;.,..-- " , '-,~ .... . '.> .'" ......... . --:-. ,' ___ .. '. " _' ~"., .• ~.-::.~ ..• - . 't" ._, .... "" . ---.-

:", _ ~ _ ~ ..• ~ .... _,;,~;J..,";:~._) ... '"" _, .... '. '" • . '._._. • - - , . .. - \ • . _, ~, ""!!r ,~ __ -r ''(,.,' ,- '"." ", _. .. ,,.l":~ ,''- -('. __ :"-~.r- .... ~,J .41;;~~_"'~ 
I' .... ' ·· " d·'-·''.·'-·'':~ ' ... ;,!-~ 

.". :M lUi :_ 



GORDON 

Rabbi Marc H . Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Co~ttee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

• 
Cr~( \ .......<., 

COLLEGE 

January 26, 1978 

Dear Marc? ~ 
We are presently drawing up some publicity on your April 6 
and 7 visit to campus. 

Would you kindly send us immediately several biographical 
resumes and a number of pictures that are suitable for news
papers. We have some preliminary publicity we want to get 
out early in February. 

Thanks for your assistance. 

MRW/ds 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Marvin R. Wilson 
Chairman 
Department of Biblical Studies 

GRAPE V INE ROAD . '-V E NHAM. MASSACH USET T S 019 8 4 TELE PHO N E: (617) 927-2300 

1 
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November 22, 1977 

Dr. Marvin R. WUaon, Chalr-.n 
DepartMnt of Biblical Studiea 
Cordon College 
Grapevine Road 
We~, Kaaaacbuaatta 01986 

Dear Karv, 

Many thanb for your pd DOte of 110 ...... 1' 17th. 

Th1a v1ll conlin the arr~t. whic.h you outlloed. iD. your letter for 
the luncheon and other "'I~t •• 

In our Boaton offiee, pI .... COntaet IUGt Waldan and EareD Osborne. You 
lilly want to talk to th8a about any c.ontribution they., be in a po.ition 
to halp lNIy1·1ae. my vieit to Cordon College. 

What 1. the lat •• t word on the publicatioD date for our book? We really 
need to begin th1nk1ng about .. tt1o.1 up • pre •• coa.ferne. for it, and 
alao getting toaether a 11st of people to vbom. copi •• ,boulct be sent for 
rev1 .. purpo •••• 

With var.eat peraooal pod vt.hu, I ... 

KHT:RPR 

Cordially, u ... er, 

Rabbi Marc B. Tanenb.,.. 
National Director 
Interreligioua Aftaire 
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GORDON 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director, 
Interreligious Affairs 
American Jewish Committee 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

• COLLEGE 

November 17, 1977 

Just a few words to bring you up to date on our plans for 
April 6 and 7 when you visit Gordon College . 

Rabbi Ephraim Bennett, President of the North Shore Rabbini
cal Association, has met with his colleagues and together they will 
attend--with the local press-- a luncheon in your honor on April 7. 
This will be at the invitat ion of our College president, Dr. Richard 
F. Gro5s. More details will follow as we work them out • 

I hope you will keep the Boston A. J . e . office informed of 
these April dates 50 that they might help us with local publicity. 

Finally, could you please provide for me the name of the new 
director of the Boston A. J . C. office so that I might get in touch 
with him and give him an invitation to our luncheon. 

Thanks for your help . 

W/w 
11-17-77 

Cordially, 
J 

~ 
Marvin R. Wilson, Chairman 
Department of Biblica1 Studies 

GR ..... P E V INE ROAD. "W E NHAM. MASSA C HUSETT S 0 198 4 TELEPHO N E : US !7} 9 2 7 · 2300 



GORDON • COLLEGE 

September 14, 1977 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director Interreligious Affairs 
American Jewish Committee 
New York,~ew York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

This will confirm our conversation about the 
your lectures at Gordon College next spring. 
closely with the Dean of Students office and 
on cultural affairs to spell out the details 

dates of 
I am working 

the commi ttee 
of your visit. 

We will expect your arrival on the afternoon of Thursday, 
April 6, 1978, with your first lecture to be given that 
evening. I would like you to speak on "Evangelicals and 
Jews in a Pluralistic Society: Reflections on Current 
Dialogue." I would like this lecture to tie in with the 
release of our book, Evangelicals and Jews in Conversation, 
with some of your remarks be1ng bU11t around the s1gn1f1cance 
of this volume. For this first lecture the audience will be 
made up of three main groups: (I) about 100 students from 
my Modern Jewish Culture course who will be using this volume 
as one of their texts for the course , (2) other students and 
faculty from both Gordon College and Gordon - Conwell Theologi
cal Seminary (3) the local Jewish community who will be given 
an open invitation to attend. 

My wife, Polly, and I, am looking forward to entertaining 
you in our home that evening. 

On Friday morning, April 7, 1978, you will deliver your final 
address at an all-college convocation in the gymnasium. 
There will be a thousand people in attendance. On this 
occasion we would like your topic to be "Anti-Semitism and 
the Future of World Jewry." In this address we would like 
you to trace the plight of todayls Jew from the time of the 
holocaust to the present, making us aware of how anti - Semitism 
has continued to manifest itself in various ways. Finally, I 

GRAPEVINE ROAO. VVENHAM . MASSACHUSETTS 015184 TELEPHONE : (617) 927- 2300 



- 2 -

would like you to comment on how you feel today's Evangelical 
Christian can deepen his sensitivity to these matters and 
so take a stand with the Jewish community in opposing all 
forms of anti - Semitism. 

I recognize these topics are broad , so they should give 
you a considerable degree of flexibility in presentation. 
How do these topics sound to you? 

I am about to discuss wi th Rabbi Robert Shapiro , president 
of the North Shore Rabbinic Association, the possibility of 
holding a kosher luncheon on campus right after Friday's 
lecture . This would enable you to meet the administrative 
officials of Gordon Coll ege and the leadership of the Jewish 
community. There would be no problem getting you back to 
the airport for a mid- afternoon shuttle to New York City . 

Please give me any reactions you may have to the above tentative 
program. We are delighted and honored that you are willing 
and able to come. 

You may count on our picking up your travel expenses from 
New York and also an honorarium. 

We wish you and your family warm holiday greetings. 

MRW/gs 

Cordially, 

?l!:::::. Wils on 
Chairman, Department of 
Biblical Studies 

cc: Alicia Byrd , Chairman Cultural Affairs Committee 
Stanley Gaede , Dean of Students 



Evangelicals and Jews 
explore a new era 

By SELMA WIU.lAl'IIS 
Lots of rabbis and a strictly kosher din· 

ner were on the scene a t Gordon College, 
seat of Evangelical Christianity, las t 
Friday . 

Right from the start of the college's con· 
vocation, you knew some giving and taking 
was going on. 

Because at Gordon Colle~e, where faith 
in Jesus Christ is an admission require
ment, President Richard Gross gave the 
invocation without mentioning Jesus 
Christ. Instead, he ta lked about God as 
cherished by Jews and Evangelicals alike 

The occasion was a convocation address, 
"Evangelicals and Jews - A New Era." 
given by Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, na· 
tionaIly prominent figure in ecumencial 
efforls and co-author with Gordon College 
Professor Marvin Wilson and Rabbi A, 
James Rudin of a new book, "EoJangel 
ica ls and Jews in Conversation." It 's a 
topic that many Evangelicals and many 
Jews find ha rd to give credence to. 
Evangelicals, they say, on the one hand, 
are committed to spreading the Gospel 
that Jesus Christ is God made man, come 
to give salvation to the world. Jews. on the 
other, refuse to acknowledge the divinity 
of Christ. How can two such divergent 
views meet in productiveconversation'l 

In many way, says Tanenbaum and 
Wilson. 

"There is a new mood, a new openness in 
interfaith relations," said Wilson as he in
troduced Rabbi Tanenbaum to the Gordon 
audience. He called the rabbi "a warm and 
human man who mirrors the image of God 
before a darkened world." 

Tanenbaum quoted Martin Buber, a 
famous Jewish philosopher, as saying, 
" All real living is meeting." 

But he said that meetings between 
Christians and Jews through the centuries 
had too often been violent and destructive. 

He pointed to the migration of II million 
people from the northern states to the Sun 
Belt, a traditional st ronghold of 
Evangelical Christianity. Accompanying 
the population shift has been an un· 
precedented economic growth in the 
southern states, where cities are "no 
longer the sleepy southern towns" of 
American legend. 

As a result of the growing activity and 
sophistication in the South, Southern 
evangelicals have undergone a revolution, 
100. said Tanenbaum . 

"They a re no longer rednecks, their, 
pastors are no longer Elmer Gantrys, they 
come from the middle class, the upper 
middle class," he said. He pointed out that 
the presidenls of many of the nations 
largest corporations are Evangelical 
Christians. 

" The trend is dramatized in the mind of 
America by President Jimmy Carter." 
Tanenbaum said . 

He said the image that Carter has 
"dragged the South into the 2()th century, 
kicking and screa ming" is an erroneous 
one. Rather, he said, Carter is a result of 
the revolution that has been tak ing place in 
the Southern states. 

"Evangelical Christians are now begin. 
ning to surface into the mainstream of 
American life," said Tanenbaum. "And so 
the responsibility of what it means to live 
ip a pluralistic society, and 10 rela le our 
shared Biblical fa ith to that society 
becomes a critical responsibility." 

Tanenbaum said that Jews must over
come their ambivalence towa rd the 
Evangelical society, which, he said, early 
in the country's history established the 
concepts of education for all and tolerance 
of religious practices other than thei r own. 

Evangelicals' role in the abolition of 
slavery is, he sa id, "another untold story." 

He said that Evangelicals, because of 
their Biblical beliefs, are among the 

Even in this century, prior to 1960, said strongest supporters of the State,of Israel. 
Tanenbaum, only liberal Protestants and "Evangelica ls are commItted to Israel 
Jews tal~ed togethe~: "and .. then, only . because, for them , It IS the place of the 
about socIal concerns. , .j.. ·' ... • ....... messianic hope (or . the futu re for whicK 

A dia logue between Catholics and Jews Evangelicals and Jews pray toget~r." ' 
followed, but it was not until the ea rly 
1970's that scholars of the Southern Baptist 
Convention a nd Orthodox Jewish leaders 
began to meet to explore their common 
interests. , 

. t' . 
Tanenbaum C()I1ceded that there are pro

blems as well as a reas of agreement bet
ween Evangelicals and Jews. 

"But to be human is to have both," he 
pointed out. 

"Is there any real reason ttl'at 
Evangelica l Christians should have the 
responsibility of seeking to relate to the 
Jewish people, to Judaism, to ' Israel, 
beyond the usual brotherhood smile and 
ecumenica l gestures?" asked Rabbi 
Tanenbaum. 

"And is there any real reason for Jews 
who have upheld their ancient traditions 
across the centuries, through the Inquisi
tion and programs, to talk to Evangelicals 
altogether? " 

Tanenbaum sees many valid reasons for 
such dialogue. 

"It is of supreme importance not only to 
Evangelicals and Jews, but 10 the whole 
American pluralistic society," Tanen
baum suggested. 

He said that a "silent revolution" in 
American population patterns since World 
War II has profound implications for 
American Jews and EvanJi:elicals. 

Tanenbaum sa id Jews need that support 
from Evangelicals "in a world which is 
callous and indifferent." 

He pointed to the millions of Cambodians 
killed in the past year and asked, "Have 
you heard one nation speak out about it?" 

He said the world has forgotten the 
tragic fate of the Armenians in World War 
I. 

"A world that will not remember the 
Arrmenians is a world that will forget the 
Jews and Israel," he said. 

He conceded that there are deep dif
ferences between the Evangelica l and 
Jewish beliefs, but added, "Even as we 
acknowledge the differences of our com· 
mitments, they are the diHerences of a 
family that sha res a common Biblical 
covenant. " 

He said that Jews and Christians have a 
"common vocabulary"' in which messiah, 
covenant, commandments, and Bible have 
meaning for both. 

He said Jews have problems with the 
Evangelical concepts d mission and 
witness, "but we can work them throu~h." 

"That every human life is of worth and 
preciousness is a shared concept." he said . 

He said that the shared Biblical tradition 
is "a prophetic burden which God has laid 
upon us." 

AUTOGRAPHING a book on Evangelical-J 
edited with Gordon College Professor M; 
James Rudin is Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, : 
don College convocation. . 

PROFESSOR Marvin Wilson, right, joins in 
cd the convocation address given at Gordon 
Marc Tanenbaum. 
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Religious leader to speak 
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WENHAM-Rabbi Marc 
H. Tanenbaum. one of the 
most influential persons in 
religion in the United Slates 
toda~. ~iI.1 examine a new 
relationships between Evan· 
gelicals and Jews at a con· 
vocation next week at Gor· 
don College. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum, of New 
York. will address the stu· 
denls and community at a 
convocation in Rhodes Gym· 
nasium at lO:2(} a.m. on Fri· 
day, March 17. The public is 
invited 10 attend this ses· 
sion. Rabbi Tanenbaum will 
also address the media at a 
press conference--luncheon 
following the convocation. 

The convocation and con· 
ference are being held in 
conjunction with the recent 
publication of "Evangelicals 
and Jews in Conversation." 
a book hailed as a landmark 
study of evangelical and 
Jewish relationships. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum, Na· 
tional Interreligious Affairs 
Director of the American 
Jewish Committee, has been 
a pioneering leader and 
thinker in interreligious re
lations .and, social justice 
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movements during the past 
25 years. 

Last month. Rabbi Tane
baum was named one of the 
ten most influential persons 
in the field of religion in the 
United SJates today. A pool 
of 35 relgion editors from 
secular and the religious 
press named the lop ten. 
Rabbi Tanebaum was fourth 
only to Billy Graham, who 
headed the list, Martin E. 
Marty, who was second, and 
President Carter, who was 
third. . 

Newsweek Magazine re
cently devoted its Religion 
section to an interview with 
Rabbi Tanenbaum describ
ing him as "the American 
Jewish community's fore
most apostle to the gentiles 

who has been able to 
solicit support from all fac
tions of the Jewish commun
ity. " 

In February 1978, Rabbi 
Tanebaum was invited by 
the Internationa1 Rescue 
Committee to join a delega
tion of prominent American 
leaders to carry out a fact· 
finding investigation of the 
plight of Vietnamese "boat 

: .... 

Wenham 

people" in Thailand, the Phi· 
lippines, Malaysia, and Sin· 
gapore. 

Recently, he served as the 
American Jewish consultant 
to the NBC-TV special dra· 
matizing the Holocaust and 
earlier was a consultant to 
that network's "Jesus of Na
zareth." 

A popular and busy lec· 
turer and visiting professor 
at institutions ranging from 
Harvard to Cambridge to 
the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. Rabbi Tane
baum has also been a major 
force in the promotion of s0-
cial justice and human 
rights. He helped organize 
the American Jewish Emer· 
gency Relief Effort for Vic
tims of the Biafran connict; 
and has aided refugees from 
Uganda, Sierra Leone, Ire-

.... . 

land, Cyprus, Lebanon, and 
Bangladesh. 

Rabbi Tanebaum, who is 
the national c()-(hairman of 
the Interreligious Coalition 
on World Hunger and na· ~' 
tional c()-(hairman of the In· 
terreligious Task Force on • ' 
Soviet Jewry, has been fre
quently invited to serve as a • 
Jewish spokesman before '. 
various Congressional and ,..... 
Senate Committee hearings. 

Rabbi Tanebaum was also 
the only Rabbi at Vatican 
Council II, \I/here he was wi· 
dely consulted by Catholic 
and Protestant authoriti~ 

~i~! ~ee ~:~:~~a~l~:~ :-
tion on Non-Christian Rela· ... , 
tions which repudiated anti
Semitism and called for fra· 
ternal dialogue between 
Christians and Jews. 
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M •• Rita Reznik 
The ~ertcan Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rita: 

February 12, 1978 

Thanks for your note enclosed in Marc's letter of J anuary 
31. We trust that Marc's trip accomplishes muoh good. 

I am wr1t1"8 to confirlll the feet we will be expect1"8 
Rabbi Tanenbaum at Gordon March 16 and 11.. I 8p.n~ last week 
writ1ng over 20 letters and making a number of phone calla 
alerti"8 various concerned parties of the switch in dates. 
Rabbi Tanenbau!I infomla lie this date has been written in lIarble 
for which I all grateful. Our 1n1tial pub11city w111 be go1"8 
out shortly. In that regard, I WQuid eppreciate your holding. 
if at all pllsslb18, the date of March 31 as an alternate snow 
date. After s1tt1"8 hOlle this past week with our 30 inches, 
and after Jim Rudin got snowed 1n froll his last Tuesday evenine 
1n Boston with '111 class be was to apeak at, I atlll reel 
nervous about sayi"8 March 16 and 17 is wr1tt'n in lIarble. 
r know it 1s 1n marbl e 88 far ss Rabbi Tanenb8u~ is concern
ed, but lIay the Ribbono SI101 01011 be groc1ous on his partt and 
keep the elellents away on March 16 and 17. If he does not, 
perhaps 0 last iJ1nute switch could be lIade to Morch 30/31. 

One other matter. You have said Rabbi T8nenbau~ IB new 
biD will be ready the early part of tbe week of Feb. 6th. 
I'll be looking for it in the mail this week. We have not 
had deliveries in 6 days due to the storm. 

To clar1fy Rabbi Tanenbaum's topics for Gordon in light 
of the switch in dates, I would sugseat the t'ollowiIJej: 

The Mar ch 16 lecture will be on the Holocaust, anti-SemltlslI 
and EvangeUcslUII. 

The Manch 17 convocation will be on the topic of our book, 
"E:!angellcal.s snd Jews in Conversation". 

Pardon wy typing. My .ecretary 1B literally snowed in. 
Hope to aee you at the Preas Conference on Feb . 24 . 

Be at regard a, 

~ 
Marvin R. WnBon 
Chairman, Dept . of 
B1b11cAl stud1e. 
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Babbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

174 Cherry St. 
Wenham. MA. 01984 
March 27. 1978 

The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 St. 
New York. New York 10022 

Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Thank you so very much tor sharing 
some important issues with the 
Gordon communIty. It was indeed 
an honor and a prlvl11ge t .o hear 
you speak. 

In reflectIng upon what you pre
sented I was reminded of Amos 5:24. 

Let justice roll on like a river 
and righteousness like an ever
flowing stream. 

Once agatn, thank you. 

Sincerely, 

H~..w"{ 
Bruce Moffatt 
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RICHARD F. GROSS 
PRESIDENT 

GORDON COLLEGE 
WENHAM , MA 






























