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RABBI 0PHER TO BE HONORED 

In observance of his fifth annivers ary as the Rabbi of Temple Emanu-E l . Rabbi 
Ahron Opher will be honored by the congregation and the community at a gala 
celebration to be held at the Temple on Sunday evening, .I\pril 30th. 

Since Rabbi Opher assumed the spi ritual leadership of Temple Emanu-El, i ts member­
s hip has more that quadrupled in number. Its Religious School equal l y increased 
as did its Sisterhood and other affi liates. He established its ~kn's Cl ub, its 
young couples group and organized the youth. He developed P ri ch. cultural and 
social activities and planned its popular adult educational program. He enriched 
its worship services with many creative rituals, ne ... · choral se fe c tions and in­
spiring sermons. 

Under his leadership the physical facilities of the Temple were enlarged and em­
belished, a new social hall and offices were built and the sanctuary extended and 
beautified. 

In the five years of his ministry in Sarasota, Rabbi Opher has made a gr eat impact 
on the Jewish and general coumunity. He has participated in every civic and 
communal endeavor, in the Jewish Community Council. in the UJA and Israel Bond 
Drives. in the Mental Health Association, in hospital chaplaincy, in the School 
Board's Committee on Integration. Especially in interfaith and ecumenical activi­
ties he has made an invaluable contribution in building bridges across credal and 
racial barriers in the area. He has addressed all service clubs and many church 
bodies. He was instrumental in the establishment of the Sarasota Chapter of the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews. and in making the Ministerial Associa­
tion and interfaith body. 

Or. Opher came to Sarasota with a wide reputation as a scholar, wTiter and leader 
of distinction. He was associate editor of the Universal Jewish Encyclopedia. has 
written extensively in the fields of history, theology and literature, and has 
served on the faculties of several institutions of higher learning. 

Ordained at the Jewish Institute of Religion by the late Rabbi Stephen S. Wise. 
he served prestigious congregations in New York. Paterson, New Jersey and Chicago, 
Illinois. and was Chief Rabbi of the Unted Reform Congregation in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 

He was held positions of leadership in many local and national organizations and 
institutions. In New York he headed the Manhattan Washington Lodge of B'nai B'rith, 
in New Jersey, he was president of the State Region of the American Jewi~h Congress~ 
and in Chicago, he was president of the Midwest Council of the AJC. 

Dr. Opher was for six years Executive Vice-President of the Synagogues Council of 
America and also served as Vice-Presidant of the National Association of Boards 
Rabbis. both of which bodies comprize all the religious brantes of American Jewry. 
He was a member of the Board of Governors of the Jewish Institute of Religion. the 
Executive Board of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, and many other 
national bodies. 

Or . Opher served on the Governor's Commission on Human Rights in New Jersey and on 
the Mayor's Commission on Youth Welfare in Chicago. lie was a membeT of the Panel 
on Theological Problems of the War Department and of the Tri-Faith Consultative 
Body to the U.S. Delegation at the United Nations OrganizatioM*He has been active 
in various local and national Inter-Faith endeavors, having been president of the 
Ministerial Association of Chicago's South Shore, the San Fernando Val ley Interfaith 
Commission, and National Vice-President of R.I.A.L. (Religion in ~erican Life). 
He is neM Pr esident of the Sarasota Ministerial Association 

** He co-chaireci .. together with Catholic and Protestant l eaders , the conferences on 
Prices. Profits and Wages ; on Pub lic Housing; Family Life; and co-authored 
Patterns for Peace and Goal s for San Francisco . 





TEMPLE EMANU-EL TO HONOR 
RABBI AHRON OPHER ON APRIL 30 

April 30th will literally be "Ahron Opher Day" 
Temple Emanu-EI as the Temple hosts a gala celebr~. 
tion to honor Dr" Ahron 0l?her in recognition of hi 
Fifth 'Annive.rsary as Emanu-El's spiritual leader. I 
the words of Harty SudakoJf, Chairman or this impor 
tant event, "It is not just a tribute. but a genuine t ' 
pression by the membershp of its admiration, fan .. 
ness and esteem for Rabbi Upher." 

"It is unbelievnble what has been accomplished i 
these five years," says Joseph Wertheimer. a fonm: 
President of Temp le Emanu-El who helped select 0 
Opher as Rabbi: "Membership of both the Tempi 
and our Sisterhood has more than tripled; th 
Religious School has expanded in enrollmen 

facilities and faculty; the Men's Club boasts 160 members and the youn 
couples; and youth groups are now bart h strong and active." 

"More than that. Rabbi Opher developed a rich cultural and socialli f 
for members; planned a record·break.ing adult educational program. 

Physical facilities at the Temple have been enlarged. with the Sanctuar 
extended and a new Social Hall and offices added. " 

Dr. Opher came to Sarasota with a wide reputation as a scholar, write 
and leader. He was associate editor of Ute Universal Jewish Encyclopedia 
and served on the faculties of several institutions of higher learning. Or 
dained at the Jewish Institute of Relngion by the late Rabbi Stephen S 
Wise. he serviced prestigious congregations in New York, Paterson, NJ 
and Chicago, Ill .. and was Chief Rabbi o f the United Reform Congrega· 
tion in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Dr. Opher has held positions of leadership in many local and nationa l 
organizations. including the Manha.ttan·Washington lodge of B'nal 
B'rith. the N.J. State Region of the American Je\.\:ish Congress and the 
Midwest Council of the AJe. 

Dr, Ophcr also 5en-ed on the Governor', Commission un Human Rights 
in New Jersey, the Mayor's Commission on Youth Welfare in Chicago­
was a member of the TriFaith Consuhath'e Body to the U.S. Delegation to 
the United Nations' Organization. 

In the five years of his ministry in Sarasota, Rabbi Opher has made a 
grnt impact on the entire community; has participated JR every ch·ic and 
communal endeanjr. the Jewish Community Council. the UJA and Israel 
Bond Dri.es, the Mental Health Association, in hospital Chaplaincy and 
the School Board's Committee on Integration. In interfaith and 
ecumenical acti\'ities he has made valuable contributions: ..... as instrumen· 
tal in the establishment of the Sarasota Chapter of the National Con· 
feren~ of Christians and Jews and in making the Ministerial Association 
an interfaith bod~' of which he is now President. 

The tribule to Rabbi Ahron Opher will include important speakers 
from all O\'er the count!)'. The entire community is cordially invited to at­
tend. Refreshments will be sen'ed. 
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