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The General Board of the Baptist General Association of Virginia 
R1t11ird M.S"phtnSOll. {Slellll" SKIll",.' Vir;LII.II Baptist BWlldlllll' Moaumlnl AI'tRU' . 1 Willow l lwn· P .0.801 8568· Rtchmorwl. VUg1ft11 23226 ·Telephone 80'/282.9151 

Phillip E. Rod,.rloll 
Department 01 Mi ss ions 

September 19, 1978 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

We are looking forward to having you share in our Baptist-Jewish 
Dialogue at the Roslyn Retreat Center September 25-26, 1978. 

Enclosed is a copy of the program so that you lMy get an overview 
of the entire conference. 

We have made a reservation for you at the Roslyn Retreat Center 
and are looking forward to having you share this time with us. 

If you are flying to the conference if you will let me know your 
schedule, we will be glad to have someone to meet you at the air­
port. It is too far to take a limousine or taxi to the Roslyn 
Retreat Center. 

If there is any other way that we can assist you as you make your 
preparation to attend our conference please feel free to call me. 

Phillip E. Rodgerson 

PER/pet 

Enclosure 

THE DIVISION OF MINISTRIES, Will iam H. Jenkins , Difector 



TH E AM ERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Instituleo! Human Relations, 165 E. 56 Sl, New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4COO 

The American Jewish Committee, founded In 1906, Is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the CIvil and religious rights 01 Jews here 
and abroad. and advances the cause of improved human relalions lor all people. 

MORTON YARMON, DirectOf of Public Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NDN YORK, September 22, ••• A series of regional dialogues, co-sponsored by the Scuthern 

Baptist Convention and the ~ican Jewish Cannittee, to explore the theological foundations 

of Christianity and J~ prospects for peace in the Midclle East, hunan rights, separation 

of church and state, and the persecution of minorities in the Soviet Union, was anrounced 

here today. 

The dialogues are part of a continuing relationship begun nearly a decade ago by the 

Pmerican Jewish Carrnittee and the Southern Baptist Convention. The latter constitute the 

largest Protestant deoc:mination in the United States. 

The first of these dialogues will be held next Monday and Tuesday, September 25-26, when 

the American Jewish Ccmnittee and the Virginia Baptist General Boar<l will hold a conference 

at the Roslyn Retreat Center in Roslyn, Virginia. Featured speakers will include: Rabbi 

K3rc H. Tanenbaun, National InterI'eligiCl.lS Affairs Director of the Alrerican Jadsh Cmmittee; 

Dr. James Wood, Executive Director, Baptist Joint Ccmnittee on Public Affairs; Sister 

Ann Gillen, Executive Director; National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet JfMX"j; Dr. 

G. Ronald Goulding, Staff Director, Division of Evangelism and Education, Baptist World 

Alliance; Dr. Glenn Hinsc:n, Professcr of Church History at Scuthern Baptist Theological 

Seminary; and Dr. Carl Sheingold, of the Jewish Camrunal. Affairs Department of the 

American Jewish Camri.:ttee. 

Arrong others who will address conference sessions will be 1)[". Richard M. Stephenson, 

Executive Secretary of the Virginia Baptist General Board; Jack M. Kreuter, Acting Chai.nnan 

of ArC's Ricl"m::lnd Chapter; Philip E. Rodgerson, Se~tary, DepartJrent of Missicns of the 

Virginia Baptist General Board; and. Selma Baxt, Assistant Area Director, AlC. 

A seooncl ccnference, which will focus on human rights in the Soviet Union, will be held 

Thursday, September 28, at the Jewish Crnmunity Center in Columbia, Scuth Carolina. The 

state-wide conference is sponsored by the South Carolina Christian-Jewish Congress and the 

American Jewish Ccmni ttee. 

- IlDre -

RIChard Muss, htstdtnt; Maynard I. Wishner, Chairman, brd of Coftl/'lOI$; Morton It BIMls:eln, Challman, HatlOfWIl ExecutIVe Council; How.d I. flietiman, C~inNn, brd 01 Trustees 

BertlillJ1 H. Cold, uK.hve VICe PreSident 

Washlnllon Office, 818 18th St. , H W., Washln&ton, D.C. 20006 _ Europe hq.: 30 Rut I. Bothe, 7S008. Paris. France _ Israel hq.: 9 EthIOpia SI~ .IeruSillem, 95149. Israel 

MellCO-Centrll Amu;ca hl;l_: loy E Hallonat 533, MexICO 5, OJ. 

cw 1707 



- 2 -

Sister Ann Gillen and Rabbi A. James Rudin, Assistant National Interreligious 

Affairs Director of the American Jewish Camnittee, will address the session. Both attended 

the recent Belgrade Conference on the Helsinki Final Act. and Sister Ann recently returned 

f:n:::m a trip to the Soviet Union. Professor Carl Evans, of the University of South 

Carolina, who is President of the South Carolina Christian-Jewish Congress, will preside. 

The program was originated by the Reverend Larry Bryson. Director of the Missions Department 

of the South Carolina Baptist Convention, and William Gralnick, Ale's Regional Director 

for the Southeast. · 

The South Carolina Baptist Convention and the American Jewish Carrnittee are also 

planning an interreligious dialogue arrrong theological and ccmnunal leaders of the two 

faiths t o be held next Spring. A similar program is planned for North Carolina Baptists 

and Jews in early 1979. 

The series of dialogues between the Southern Baptists and leaders of the Jewish 

ccmnunity is a follow-up to a conference held at Southern Methodist University last 

December. Dr. Jimny R. Allen. President of the Southern Baptist Convention, and 

Rabbi Tanenbaum were the principal participants in the oonference. 

Assessing the importance of the upcaning conferences. Rabbi Tanenbeum pointed out that 

"whatever the eventual outcane, and hopefully it will be the peaceful one we all devoutly 

~ for, the canq, David sumnit meeting dramatically illustrated the centrality that 

religious cannitJrent continues to play in the lives of key actors in the human drama today. 

Vital religion can be a powerful reconciling or JX>larizing force .in hunan affair'S. vIe 

believe that people who take the Bible seriously as the healing Word of God are IOOrally 

bound to seek to translate the Biblical Covenant into a social reality characterized by 

love, canpassion, and hlm\aJ1 solidarity. This series of regicna1. conferences, involVing 

key Baptist and Jewish clergy and scholars, is a serious effort to oontribJ.te to the 

building of the unity of God's human family while learning to respect the infinite richness 

of diversity." 

Founded in 1906, the Alrerican Jewish Ccmnittee is this OOtmtry's pioneer human 

:relations organization. It ccmbats bigotry, protects the civil and rel~ious rights of 

Jews at home and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all people everywhere. 
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