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July 14, 1980 

Staff Advisory Committee 

Hare B. T.nenbaa 

NAnOlW. ASSOCIATION OP JBI/ISII LEXlISLATORS 

As you can see from the ene1Med .,rrespondence, I wa.a iDv4ted to speak 
before the National Association of Jewish Legi8lator. on July 8th, dur
in their .no".' ."ting at the Walforf Aatora Rotel. Tbis .... tins w .. 
held in connec::tion with the annual eouveotion of the Nat1.ooal Conference 
of Stat" Les1alaturas. 

It ¥all an eye-opening ezperl.ence for _ and I vant to ahara SOlIe of that 
with you bec:auae I bel.1eve that thia group baa :IJIportant progr8DlDatle 
impUcat101uo for AJe in both the d .... tic aad foreign policy ar ..... 

I learned that there are 80118 250 Jw1sb legislato .. in the 50 states •• 
substantial number of whom are Senate Presidents or Speakers or state 
party leader.. It is apparent that they aTe qu1te important influences 
in shaping l.asislat1Dn that deala witb may of our CODCerna - energy, 
prayer in the public school •• abortion, <ac Inveataea.ta in the U.S., 
iuuea affecting Israel. aDd Jeruslaa., defense questiona, etc. 

I was .sked to aake a presentation on the 1aauea that are outataDl:u'118 on 
the 8gendaa of the C&thol1ea, _ r t evangelical Cbriat1.ans, Greek 
Orh1lodox, black Churches, B1epa:n1c Catholics. Eaaent1&lly,.., presenta
tion vas bued on the enclosed atatement vh1c:h wu an overview of the 
present atate of relat10D8~ between Jews and varioua a.rtst1an bOO1".. 

The dieeua.ion that followed was lively and vlthout exception each of t 
the .tate lep.alator. aakedif they could be in toucll nth us in terms of 
obtaiJdna our statements, our studies, research findings, wbich they cou1d 
use .. the baau of their own polit1eal. activity :In their various state 
lsgl.at ... en 

I would auggeat that at an early date either at • Sac or a &petta! meet
ing of all the depare.mt heads "that ve talk about tht. network aDd so. 
organized,. .Wtematic, and affective way of relating: to it during the 
cOllling program year. 

Alao, I think thlte are importantppo .. 1bUitiea for re1at1Ds in in organ-
11:00 way by our Chapters with local .tate legislatora, all of whom warmly 
welco.ad the poaa1bU1ry. 
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I would suggest, tMterefore tbat either Bert, Selu.. or Ira detend.De 
to call U8 together at a BltuaUy convenient thae. In the 1INnt1M 1 
? .... the President .of the Jew1.ab legf..alatore group and have 
.ade available to h1a copies of AJC'a Stateaente on the K1.ddle East, 
Soviet Jwry. Jeruaal_. and relatedqque.st1ons which they .eked for at 
tlda t:h.e. Alao in addition, there 1s a po8elbUi.ty of organizing a 
.tate leg1alatora' tour to Israel through IDae Gibel' II dukaand I took 
the 1u1tiat1.ve in trying to get that pr~t started with thea for the 
COIling year. 

I!HT.RPR 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LEGISLATORS 
.5 THORNDALE ROAD 
SLINGERLANDS. NEW YORK 12159 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, 

(518) 439-9597 

April 4, 1980. 

National Director of Interreligious 
Affairs, 
American Jewish Committee, 
New York City, N.Y . 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

This is to extend to you a cordial 
invitation to speak to our members at our annual 
meeting at the Waldorf Astoria in New York City on 
Tuesday, July 8, at a time convenient to ,4u between 
9 A.M. -noon. A brief presentation of the sta tu s of 
Jewish relationships with the non-Jewish community 
in the USA would be timely . Perhaps a IS-minute 
presentation followed by questions would be in order . 

Our members come from coast to coast, 
and constitute legislative leaders and rank - aDd-file 
legIslators in the 50 state legislatures. Nonpartisan 
in nature, we a re not a "Jewish caucus" but rather work 
in behalf of Israel and domestic issues through research 
and education of our members . Because of ' the experience 
and power of our members , they know how to use such information 
in the pu.lic arena , 

We look forward to hearing from you . 

smt@L 
Execu Director 
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