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COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Saturday, March 7, Peachtree Plaza Hotel

How To Get Your Tickets:

Send an $8.00 check to the Christian Council of
Metro Atlanta, 848 Peachtree St., N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 30084, before Feb. 27.

Speakers in Dialogue

Rabhi Marc Tanenhaum
director of Interreligious Affairs,
American Jewish Committee

What Rabbi Tanenbaum has done:

@ one of 10 religious spokesmen at the

Camp David summit meetings in July

1979

e consultant to NBC-TV's drama-

tization of THE HOLOCAUST and its

JESUS OF NAZARETH

e member of the President’s

Commission on the Holocaust

e founder of Joint Vatican

International Jewish Consultative

Committee and a similar body with the
= World Council of Churches

feontinued on page 2)

Rev. Andrew J. Young

Rev. Andrew Young, former U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations,
former Congressman from the 5th
District, former trusted associate of Dr.
Martin  Luther King, Jr., and
throughout, a minister of the Gospel,
needs no introduction to Atlantans.

However, it is pertinent to explain
why our Community Breakfast
Committee was eager to have Mr.
Young in dialogue with Rabbi
Tannenbaum at this [Ith Annual
Community Breakfast.

feontinued on page 2)

e ————————— ]
OVERWHELMING RESPONSE TO
PLEAS FOR EMERGENCY AID
DURING CHRISTMAS 1980

New Spirit of Concern In Atlanta,
Says Amey

This past Christmas, double the
number of congregations, individuals
and businesses contributed to the poor
through the council’s Emergency Help
Center.

During 1978, 140 families were
“adopted™ and the estimated value of
their aid was $28,361. During 1980, 240
families were adopted and an estimated
value of the gifts they received is
$55,200. Perhaps more important is the
opening up of a relationship between
adoptors and adoptees.

The Christmas Day fund in 1979
carried $520. for emergency help that
day. In 1980, the fund held $6,892.

In addition, our Continuous
Christmas fund—for emergency aid
through the year—received $8.625.

Rev. John T. Amey, who chairs the
Christian Emergency Help Program,
remarks on the wonderful outpouring
of concern from so many people. “This
shows in concrete ways that in Atlanta
people DO care about the poor and the
hungry and it gives hope to all of us.
Perhaps this new spirit is being
generated because of the tragedies, but
the fact is, the spirit is there,” said
Amey, “and we can trust it all through
the year to continue.”

Once again, to those of you who so
generously gave, a hearty THANK
YOu!!!
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TOGETHER

February, 1981

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

We are created in order to know the
majesty of our Creator.

We work in the Christian Council
with the understanding and in the hope
that religious bodies and individual
congregations are teaching their
members what they need to know about
God.

We expect the members of these
religious bodies to know that God is the
source of the beginning of all things;
that His power created such a great
universe and now sustains it; His
wisdom composed and rules in this
great world.

We firmly believe that the leaders of
these religious bodies will help their
people understand that the goodness of
God is the reason in itself why all these
things we enjoy were created. It is surely
made clear that out of this goodness
proceeds jutice, which manifests itself in
a marvelous protection of good people
and in the retribution of the bad, and
that His mercy, which endures our
iniquities with such loving kindness, is
in order to call us to repentence and
reconciliation.

Because of this faith we feel
compelled to make justice and loving
kindness concrete and practical in
Atlanta. We work together through the
year listing human needs, setting
priorities to meet them, making and
carrying out our attempts to do so. But
at least one time each year, we must
make a financial commitment to our
unity and faith to do so.

This is that time of year. We are
asking each individual, congregation,
and religious body to make its support
for our work concrete by determining
what they will contribute to it.

Dr. Lawrence Bottoms

John Cox

Tanenbaum (convinued)

e the only rabbi at Vatican Council 11
during the deliberations that led to the
Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian
Relations, which repudiated anti-
Semitism and called for fraternal
dialogue

® lecturer at leading universities and
author of many articles

® organizer of academic institutes with
every branch of Christendom

e member of various national and
world commissions on children, aging,
race, refugee, food and population
problems.

“the Jewish community's foremost
apostle to the Gentiles"
NEWSWEEK

“one of the ten most respected and
influential religious leaders in America™
... CHRISTIAN CENTURY

Young (continued)

Each year the committee chooses a
theme around which it hopes to promote
a greater degree of unity in our city. This
year's theme is “Reconciliation™ and
specifically, reconciliation regarding
the Jewish and Black communities. The
choice was made due to a rising concern
here and throughout the nation about
outbreaks of violence against both
Jews and Blacks.

It is likely that nothing was so
notorious about Ambassador Young's
tenure at the United Nations as the way
he left office. In he, and Rabbi
Tannenbaum, we have two points of
view in a dispute which may now be
giving way to reconciliation.. That is the
hope of the committee and the
opportunity presented at this
Community Breakfast.

MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT
CAMPAIGN

Finance Committee co-chairpersons
JOHN COXand JERRY LICARI have
set March 7 as kick-off date for the
annual MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT
CAMPAIGN, Duringa six week period
Christian Council financial leaders will
be soliciting businesses, individuals,
foundations, and churches to ask for
donations and pledges in support of the
Christian Council's 1981 budget in
excess of $150,000.

“This year our greatest emphasis is
going towards gaining church support™,
reports JERRY LICARI. “Our goal is
to receive pledges from judicatory and
local church level totaling $95,000.
This will be the largest amount ever
pledged from churches in the
metropolitan area.” Licari said
judicatory commitments that already
were received before the January |
budget went into effect encouraged
Council leaders to seek similar support
from all denominations at every level.
He announced a pledge from the
Atlanta Presbytery of $25,000 (in
addition to donations from local
churches) and said that several other
denominational leaders are studying
their base support level.

Jerry Licari

Co-chairperson JOHN COX said,
“We want to tell the churches what the
Council is doing and what it means to
the religious community. Every
member must accept the responsibility
of personal solicitation during this
period of emphasis.” Cox is urging
churches to call the Christian Council
office to schedule a program about the
Council.

TOGETHER is published monthly except July and
August by the Christian Council of Metropolitan
Atlanta, Inc., 848 Peachtree Street, N.E., Atlanta,
Ga. 30308. Phone: 881-9890. Copy deadline second
Wednesday of each month.

Dr. Lawrence Bottoms .....cvvvieunnes President
Mr. Frank Bromiec .......c0uvaen President Elect
Mr. Donald O. Newby ........ Executive Director
Margaret G. Koehler. . coooviiiveionnns Associate
Dorothy Lara-Braud . ...oovviviisinnsais Editor

[r. Harmon Moore . . . Executive Director Emeritus
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March 18, 1981

Pabbi Emanunsd Feldman
Conzregation Beth Jacab
1355 Lavista Rd., N.E.
Atlanta, Ceorgia 30329

Deax m..

I rereet very much that my heavy schedule in Atlanta did not make it possible
for me to telephone vou during my recent visit in vour city.

I simply wanted to report to vou that some of the fears that I had about our
friend Andy's message were realized with regard to ezbracing terrorists. It
gave me an opportunity to deal with the issue in a way that I believe won the
audience over to our point of view.

In general, the sense that I tried to communicate to you in my letter about
the importance of reaching that audience of 1,400 people helped me feel re-
lieved iIn my conscience that I made the right decision.

I would be grateful if you had any reactions in the Jewish commumity which
I ought to pay attention to.

I want to tell you once again how deeply grateful I am to you for your extra-
ordinarily intelligent and courageous leadership in keeping this situvation
from becoming an unhappy ome, and quite possibly worse, for the Jewish com-
menity in its ralations with major civic and Clristian as well as black leads
ership in Atlanta. I came away from that experience persuaded that it was

in fact a mitzvah g'dolah.

¥ith warmest appreciation, I am,
Cordially, as ever,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
lational Driector
Interreligious Affairs

MHT:RPR

cec: Bill Gralnick

Enclosures

be: Elaine Alexander
Ted Fisher
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February 27, 191

His Eminence

Archbishop Iakovos

Primate, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of Not*th and South America

10 East 79th Street

New York, New York 10021

My dear Archbishop Iakovos,

In behalf of the American Jewish Committee and for myself, I wish
to express our deep sense of grief over the tragic loss of lives of
your fellow co-religionists in Athens resulting from the horrible
earthquake.

With all the tragedies that are around us, we could have been spared
another cause of anguish such as this. But the mystery remains --
man proposes, God disposes. We join you in prayers that the souls
of the stricken will be assured eternal rest and peace before the
Throne of Glory. -

May I add my sense of relief to hear that you are making substantial
recovery from your own indisposition. We need you in our midst more
now than ever, so please continue to take care of yourself.

As I indicated during our telephone conversation, the American Jew-
ish Committee wishes to bestow on you our National Interreligious
Affairs Award for decades of outstanding service to promoting re-
conciliation and mutual respect between members of all religions,
races, and ethnic groups, especially between members of the Greek
Orthodox and Jewish communities.

We are holding a major meeting of our National Interreligious Affair
Commission in Atlanta on Monday, March 9th, and would wish to present
this award to you at our banquet at the Hyatt Regency Hotel that
evening.

MAYNARD |, WISHNER, Presigant = ® BERTRAM H. BOLD. Executive Vice-Prasigent
HOWARD 1. FAIEOMAN, Chauman, Board of Governors = THEQDORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, National Executive Council ®  GERARD WEINSTOCK, Chairman, Board of Trustees =
ROBEAT L. PELZ Treasurzr ®  MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary ® ELAINE PETSCHEK, Associate Treasurer =  Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG
PHILIP E HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WINTER ®  Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, RUTH R GDDDARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD
- MAX M. FISHER, nonorary Chairman, National Executive Council - MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer = JOHN SLAWSON. Executive Vice-Presicent Emeritus =
Vige-Presidents: STANFOAD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid City, 5.0.; MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore; ROBEAT D GRIES, Cleveland; DAVID HIRSCHHORAN, Baltimore. MILES JAFFE, Datrait
HARRIS L. KEMPNER, JR. Galveston, HAMILTON M. LOEB, JR., Chicago; JOHN H. STEINHART, San Francisco: EMILY W. SUNSTEIN, Philafelphia, GECRGE M SZABAD, Westcheslsr,
ELISE D WATEAMAN, New York =




His Eminence ' Page Two
Archbishop.Iakovos

In 1ight of your present indisposition and the need for you to hus-
band your strength, I fully appreciate that it would not be possible
for you to accept our Award in person. I wonder therefore if you
could designate Bishop John or some appropriate 0ff1c1a1 from your
offices to receive it in your behalf.

When you arefeeling much improved, I will propose that we make a
special occas'ion in New York to reenact the presentation here in the
midst of large numbers of people from both our communities.

If you could let me know who might be your representative in Atlanta,
I will be glad to inform our community leaders there. We are eager
to make this demonstration of respect and Tove for you mow in Atlanta
not only because there are major Greek and Jewish communities there,
but also because that angu1shed city is in desperate need of symbols
of healing. Our other Award is being given to the Rev. Martin Luther
King, Sr. :

Hith varmest personal good wishes, and my earnest prayers for God's
blessed care over you, I am,

Cordially,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MHT:RPR

bc: IAD Staff
Selma Hirsh
Bert Gold
Bab Jacobs
Bill Gralnick
Mort Yarmon
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February 6, 1981

Dear Friend:

On behalf of the National Interreligious Affairs Commission of
AJC, it is my privilege to invite you to attend a special meeting of the
Commission to be held in Atlanta on Monday, March 9th, at the Hyatt Regency,
Peachtree Center. The meeting will begin with lunch at noon and will follow
with an afternoon and evening session. People coming in from out of town
will be able to fly in on Monday morning and leave Atlanta on Tuesday morning,
March 10th.

In addition to the exciting plans for the luncheon and afternoon
sessions, there will be a gala dinner celebrated in honor of AJC's 75th
Anniversary. Members of the Atlanta Chapter will join us for this festive
occasion.

At the luncheon we will hear an address by a major black Chris-
tian leader and express our concern for the terrible tragedy involving the
disappearance and murder of fifteen black children in the Atlanta area during
the past year.

The afternoon session will begin with a panel on "The Moral
Majority: Challenge or Threat?" This question will be addressed by prominent
Protestant and Catholic leaders as well as our own Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum.
We will also hear reports from IAC members about the impact the religious
and political right is having in their various communities. There will be
ample time for a group discussion about how we should address this vital
issue. -

The dinner meeting will focus on Jewish-Christian relations in
the Southeast and will also outline the major highlights we see for future
interreligious programming. In addition, we will be honoring the growing and
important Greek Orthodox community in Atlanta with a special presentation in
honor of His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos and the new Greek Orthodox spiritual
leader of Atlanta, Bishop John.

MAYNARD |. WISHNER, President m

®m BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President
HOWARD |. FRIEOMAN, Chairman, Board of Governors m  THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, National Executive Councll =  GERARD WEINSTOCK, Chairman, Board of Trustees w

ROBERT L. PELZ, Treasurer m  MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary = ELAINE PETSCHEK, Associate Treasurer ®  MHonorary Presidents: MORRIS B, ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG
PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WINTER =  Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, RUTH R. GODDARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL WILLIAMI HOSENW&I.I:II
L] MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman, Mational Executive Council ] MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurcr L] JOHN SLAWSON 'Execut!\m Ulce-Présmam Emeritus ]
Vice-Presidents: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid City, 5.0.; MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore; ROBERT 0. GRIES, Cleveland: DAVID HIHSCHHDRN‘ Baltimore; MILES JAFFE, Detroit;

IS L. KEMPNER, JR., Galveston % LOEB, J Chicago; JOHN H, STEINHART, San Francisco; EMILY W. SUNSTEIN. Philadeiphia; GEDR M. SZABAD, Westchestor
" . . q ' " ' ' .
HARR KEMPNER R t HAMILTON M R h phia; GEORGE M. . or;




Our meeting in Atlanta on March 9th will be the third time our
national commission has met in a city outside of New York. If you wish to
stay overnight at the Hyatt Regency Atlanta on March 9th, we have selected a
block of rooms but we need your reservations as soon as possible. Please
let us know immediately, on the enclosed sheet, what your plans are and
whether you wish our staff to reserve a hotel room for you.

I look forward to seeing you in Atlanta on March 9th.

Cordiz_v,
-—

Robert S. J S
National Chairman
Interreligious Affairs Commission

RSJ/es

Enclosures




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMISSION
March 9, 1981 - Atlanta Meeting

Please return this form no later than February 17, 1981
to
Interreligious Affairs Department
The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street
New York, New York 10022

] I will be attending 1
the March 9th meeting of the IAC at
the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Peachtree
Center, Atlanta.

] I will not be attending

Please reserve a place for me at:

[ ] Luncheon
[ ] Afternoon Session
[ ] Dinner

Please reserve a room for Monday night, March 9th:
55 Single ($64)*
= . ] Double ($74)*

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE Bus.: Home:

* + 7% tax

81-700-14




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMISSION

MINUTES OF MEETING

December 15, 1980

Chairperson: Robert S. Jacobs

ATTENDANCE

Mimi Alperin STAFF

Emily Alschuler :

Mrs. Merwin Bayer Judith Banki

Ed Cutler Inge Lederer Gibel
Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz Haskell Lazere
Martha Gordon Rita Reznik

Kurt Kelman Rabbi A. James Rudin
Eleanor Lazarus Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Irving Levine William Trosten
Norma Levitt

Edna Nass

Seymour Piwoz GUESTS

Dr. Sheldon Sax

Elise Waterman Rita Kaunitz

Estelle Zimet

Chairman Robert Jacobs welcomed Commission members and guests, and then intro-
duced the first item on the agenda, the Presidential election and the impact of
the New Right. He suggested that the major impact, from the perspective of inter-
religious programming, is the apparent success of the Evangelical Right, includ-
ing the "electronic church" and other right wing Christian organizations, in de-
feating liberal candidates and helping conservatives to win in a variety of poli-
tical contests, especially on the local state levels. Mr. Jacobs suggested that
our main job continue to be working for a pluralistic America, safe for Jews and
all other people. 1

His report was followed by two regional presentations by Eleanor Lazarus of Cin-
cinnati and Irving Levine of Boston. Mrs. Lazarus' report dealt mainly with the
success -- and lack of it -- of right wing groups in defeating liberal candidates
in Ohio. Mr. Levine discussed the background of the forces involved in forcing
Congressman Drinan to withdraw from politics, and the coalition of conservative
Catholic and Protestant forces that almost defeated Drinan's successor.

A discussion followed in which IAC members agreed that we must continue our work
with many diverse segments of the religious community, including the building of
understanding with the Evangelical leaders who are critical of the extreme Fun-
damentalist stances. It was also agreed that we should continue our work and




-

-

cooperation with the NCC, on shared mutual domestic concerns, while at the same
time working to improve their stance on Israel. Nor should we ignore ongoing
relationships with Catholic leaders.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EVANGELICALS AND JEWS

Rabbi Tanenbaum reported on the very successful conference held December 9-11 at
Trinity Evangelical College in Deerfield, I11inois, and paid tribute to Rabbi
Rudin for his fine work in coordinating this significant meeting. The level of
national Evangelical Teadership and scholarship was even higher at this confer-
ence, according to Rabbi Tanenbaum, than the first conference held five years
ago.

Rabbi Ehrenkranz also spoke with great enthusiasm about the great impact his part-
icipation at Trinity had on him as an Orthodox Jew and his feeling that the
Evangelical and Jewish communities could forge a significant new relationship

in future years based on the work we are doing in this area. It was agreed, in
the discussion which followed, that IAD should continue to plan regional con-
ferences with Evangelical leaders in different areas of the country.

WOMEN OF FAITH IN THE 80s CONFERENCE

Mrs. Levitt, a participant in the Women of Faith Conference, reported that over
ninety women leaders from the Roman Catholic, Jewish, 1iberal Protestant, Evan-
gelical and Muslim communities participated in a twc-day meeting at the Stony
Point Center in Stony Point, New York, November 9th and 10th. She voiced her con-
viction that this was the beginning of an exciting programmatic activity in

which we would be involved. Ms. Gibel added that a permanent steering comnittee,
recommended by the part1c1pants at the conference, would be established and serve
to plan future conferences in other parts of the country. The steering committee
will also reflect the growing importance of women leaders in Christian institu-
tions, particularly among liberal Protestants. Referring to the earlier dis-
cussion about the importance of IAD's work, Mrs. Alperin added that she could

not imagine a better way to forge alliances with other religious communities than
through the Women of Faith, since in her experience women seem to be able to
break through psychological and religious barriers faster than men. Ms. Gibel
announced that the conference had been filmed by CBS-TV and that a program based
on it would be shown on January 18, 1981. The New York Times published a feature
story on the Women of Faith Conference on November 11th.

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES MIDDLE EAST POLICY STATEMENT

Events leading up to the issuing of this statement, which was approved by the
Board of Governors of the NCC on November 6, and our official reaction to it was
reported on by Mrs. Banki. She described the enormous amount of IAD staff time
spent in the past six months on this area, of our consultation with NCC leaders

on previous drafts of the document, of meetings where we were represented by Rabbi
Rudin, and at times other members of the staff, and of the arrangements made by

Ms. Gibel, working with our Jerusalem office and the Israeli Government, to assure
that the NCC Middle East Panel's visit to the Arab countries and Israel was as well
balanced and educational as possible. Nevertheless, Mrs. Banki said, our official




-

response to the statement had to deplore what we -- as the rest of the Jewish
community -- perceived as unfairly evenhanded on the guestion of mutual readiness
to directly negotiate between Israel and the PLO. Mrs. Banki, Rabbi Tanenbaum

and Rabbi Rudin all expressed concern that we could not, even for the sake of

good relationship on domestic programming, allow the NCC to legitimize a view sug-
gesting that Israel should be asked to negotiate with an organization publicly
dedicated to its destruction without first calling on the PLO to begin the process
of recognizing Israel and ending terrorism with more than words. At the same time,
we have every intention of continuing to dialogue with the NCC in a variety of
forums and with many of its member institutions; staff and lay members agreed.

MADRID MEETING ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Rabbi Rudin reported on the recent (November 22-30) Interreligious Mission to the
Madrid Conference on European Security & Cooperation and to the Vatican. Along
with Sister Ann Gillen, the Executive Director of the National Interreligious Task
Force on Soviet Jewry, he led a seven-person delegation to Madrid and Rome to
press for human rights and religious liberty for Soviet Jews and Christians. In
Madrid the Task Force presented a six-point position paper to the heads of all

35 national delegations attending the Conference. The paper emphasized the right
to leave the USSR, an end to the official anti-Semitic campaign presently being
conducted by the Soviet Union, the right of Soviet Jews and Christians to peace-
fully meet with their co-religionists, the right to work, the right to worship.
A11 these rights are guaranteed by the Helsinki Final Act and other international
agreements the USSR has signed.

The Task Force delegation included men and women, blacks and whites, clergy and
lay, and Roman Catholics, Protestants, Evangelicals and Jews. Rabbi Rudin reported
that the group made a strong impact in their meetings with officials in Madrid

as well as with Vatican authorities. The Task Force which works closely with IAD
is a unique instrumentality in the struggle to achieve human rights within the
Soviet Union. Rabbi Tanenbaum paid tribute to the Martin S. Tananbaum Foundation
whose consistent and generous support has made possible this unique and effective
program.

Chairman Jacobs closed the meeting at 9:15 p.m., reminding us that our next session
would be an all-day meeting in Atlanta on March 9, 1981.

Reported by Inge Lederer Gibel

December 23, 1980

81-700-10
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By KENNETH A. BRIGGS
Special 10 The New York Times

DEERFIELD, Ill., Dec. 13— Alarmed
by growing religious tensions resulting
from the activities of the Moral Majority
andothermrvaJ nl\;th&dstmaﬁ:llkkzjl
royps, many Jewish and ev
lg’ruteslam leaders are joining in efforts
to improve the relationship between their
two [aiths.

Among their goals is to reaffirm the
concept of religious tolerance and to de-
nounce anti-Semitism. In the process,
they are touching on several points of
unanimity, including str support for
Israel, and moving delicately toward ex-
amining their religious differences.

On one level, t.h?ﬂe efforts focus Ill'l
I issues such as religious freedom. In
l;g” recent election the Chris-
tian political movements called for
a return toa *‘Christian”* America, which
raised fears among Jews and others that

l&epﬁnclpleofreligiﬂuplmlimcuﬂd

e
oral Majority, a
“Christian Bill of RH&” Though Mr,
Falwell has rejected his earlier plea for a
“Christian republic,” the use of the
slogan continues to stir Jewish anxieties.

Historic Theological Problems
Beyond the Constitutional issues lie his-
toric, theological problems. For many
Jews, the erosion of legal safeguards is
linked to the darkest memories of forced
conversion and hideous forms of anti-
Semitism that arose from certain inter-

pretations of the Bible and \
ng the difficulties is the fact
that Jews and evangelical Christians
have had relatively little contact with
each other. Although evangelical Chris-
tians measured by a strict definition total
at least 30 million and represent the maost
evangelistic religious movement in the
nation, they have been concentrated in
parts of the Middie West, South and

Southwest where there are few Jews.
Though bonds are developing between

the two , leaders of both faiths are
discovering easily the ties can be
shattered. An r was set off among
both Jews and because of a re-

cent comment by the Rev. Smith,
head of the 13 mmiu»mn%ﬂnﬂ
Baptist Convention, that “God Almighty
does not hear the prayerof a Jew."

Further controversy flared when
Rabbi Alexander Schindler, president of
the Union of American Hebrew Congre-
gations, that Mr. Falwell's ac-
| tivities helped foster a climate in which
religious intolerance could flourish. Mr.
Falwell flatly denied the suggestion.

45 Religious Leaders Meet

As the debate sharpened, a group of 45
Jewish and evangelical leaders met here
at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School to
sort out the issies and strive for accom-
modation.

The group met lormally under the

ship of the American Jewish

Committee and “Christianity Today,” a

Leaders of Jews and Evangelical Christians

mjor:vmellu‘l"puhilhl,mg
mﬂlgel! scriptures, | faith

known to many Christians as the Oid Tes-

e e S e,
» evange

generally concurred with the theology of

the Christian politicai activists, m:z

made it clear that they disagreed

soree of the political positions of the

Moral Majority.
Dr. Marvin R. Wilson, a of
biblical studies at Gordon College in Wen-

Majority, its image of Chris-
tian exclusivity, had to undo sme
of the good will that has been growing be-

The conference much time dis-
cussing problems caused by the place
that give to the
history and role of the Jewish people and
the Hebrew

The standard belief is that
God prepared the way for Jesus throu
the and of

Jews as his “chosen ."* Jesus was
the I‘:l.;l culminating revelation,
messiah in whom everyone must belleve
to receive salvation.

Role of the New Testament

Thus, in an evangelical
the New Testament the prom-
ises made in the Hebrew scriptures. Jews
wbhnmnmdl?mnmm-
ally regarded as for evangelism.

Jews contend that Judaism remains a
valid, living religion right and that Jews
are spiritually without accept-
Many Jews appeal

anti-Semitism in evangelical theology,
biblical interpretation and practice.
Many also wanted to reassure Jews of

Work for Better Relations Between Faiths

sarily anti-Semitic and they vowed to
continue the efforts as a mandate of their

Dr. Veinon Grounds, past president of
Denver Conservative Baptist Seminary,
said the question was “'as undeserving re- _
cipients of redemptive love, how can we

Mymmwﬁm Jewish
" The requirements are

met, he said, “if we share it prayerfully,
" m'ul!yl M| m
uvdyﬂmrdvdy."

OVEr . s s «
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Evangelicals denounce
anti-Semites as enemies
at inter-faith session

By ANDY EDELSTEIN

DEERFIELD, IIl. — An attack on a jew
should be regarded as an attack on an
Evangelical Christian as well, an Evangeli-
cal leader old a conference here last week-
end at which 45 members of both faiths
sought to clarify issues of mutual concern.

Dr. Kenneth Kantzer, editor of Chyistian-
ity Today, a leading Evangelical periodical,
also urged Evangelicals to share with Jews
the ongoing battle against anti-Semitism.
While admitting that some Evangelicals
may have been anti-Semitic at one lime,
Kantzer urged them to repent for these ac-
tions.

Kantzer also urged Evangelical leaders
to avoid direct or indirect su of any
anti-Semitic causes. He noted that while
the views of some Evangelicals may be un-

pular with Jews, they concern social or

. not theological issues. He stressed

lhal some of the most politically conserva-

tive Evangelicals also held the most pro-Is-
rael and pro-Zionist convictions.

"Kanucrs speech was a powerful, mov-
ing statement of lovalty o Jews. Judaism,
and Israel. It was like a Vatican council
declaration without the ambivalence,” Rab-
bi Marc H. Tanenbaum, national director
of religious aftairs lor the American Jew-
ish Committee wold The Jewish Week. Tan-
enbaum and Kantzer were co-chairman of
the conference, which was sponsored by
the Committee and Christianity Today, and
held at the Trinitv Evangelical Divinity
School.

Background controversy

The conlerence—the second since
1975—was held against a backdrop of con-
troversial statements made by
for both faiths. These included the asser-
tion by Rev. Bailey Smith, of the
Southern Baptist Convention that “God
does not hear the praver of a Jew" as well
as the comment by Union of American He-
brew Congregations President Rabbi Alex-
ander Schindler indi that the in-
creased visibility of fundamentalist politi-
cal groups such as the Moral Majority had
fostered a climate conducive to anti-Sem-

itism.

Such statements had created misunder-
standing and suspicion in the two camps
and had strained the delicate ra
ment that was begun at the first confer-
ence five years ago. But Rabbi Tanenbaum

ed that last week’s conference had
ped re-cement those ties and had laid
the gn;udworh for increased accommo-
dation between the groups.
issues,

Semitism and the role of such groups as
the Moral y. were among the topics
discussed at the conference.

Rabbi Tanenbaum pointed out that those
at the conference were mainstream:

:mdﬂ.mmnm

“They form the backbone of the Evan-

| movement and are * troubled

v the narrow exclusivist ideological

stances of some of those in the so-called

electronic church,” Rabbi Tanenbaum
said.

Rabbi Tanenbaum urged Jews not 1o in-
discriminately lump all Evangelicals to-
gether which he said was equivalent 1o
some Cimll:an assertions that “all Jews are
the same."”

Evangelicals are a diverse, pluralistic
movement who almost “completely share
our displeasure” at some of the excesses of
right-wing fundamentalist movements
such as nﬁing for the establishment of a
gl:iuian republic, Rabbi Tanenbaum

“We've been guilty of negative stereotyp-

of each other in the past.” Rabbi Tan-
en um said, “We must now work together
mamdthetempmmmudupem-
ing in the years ahead.”

Future efforts between the faiths will in-
clude additional regional meetings as well

probably Evangelical
plm':;mnflm\'(hmuf

position papers by Evangelicals and Jews.
Last weekend's conference was macde

possible through a grant from the Nathan
:remln Institute for Jewish-Christian

OVEX'esans
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'Fehruary 27, 1981

Mr. R, Peter Strauss

Chairman

WMCA

888 Seventh Avenue

New York, New York 10019

Dear Mr. Stram.

Our mutual frinll. Haskell Lulll“fhs JI’lt informed ne‘f ,pur interest
in wanting to make some meaningful fve gesture to the families
of the 20 black children in mm ulno hvh lither d!appund or cruelly
murdered, ;

Qur AJC Intemugim hffair: mnission hu planned u u;ior event in
Atlanta to try h do just that on Honday, hrcl\ Ql:h. _

The enclosed mss pelease provides the details.
If you are free to Jola us, ' 'd lou to hlve m as our guest.

Should you wish any add'lt‘lona'l information, bydﬂneans feel free to call
me,

With every good \dsb. I am, _
Cordially,

Rabbl Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MHT: RPR P/R At, DN & PI

Enclosures

bc: Haskell Laeere




cc: WiTTiam Gralnick

FEBRUARY 11, 1981

TELEGRAM
NIGHT LETTER - HAND DELIVERED

THE REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, SR.
EBENEEZER BAPTIST CHURCH

413 AUBURN AVENUE, N.E.

ATLANTA, GA 30312

IN APPRECIATION OF YOUR MANY YEARS OF RECONCILING MINISTRY, AMERICAN JEWISH
COMMITTEE WISHES TO HONOR YOU WITH OUR NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS AWARD AT A
LUNCHEON OF OUR NATIONAL COMMISSION IN ATLANTA ON MONDAY, MARCH 9TH. WE
SINCERELY TRUST THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO JOIN US, ESPECIALLY AT THIS TIME WHEN
WE SHARE YOUR ANGUISH OVER TRAGIC LOSS OF LIVES OF SO MANY BLACK CHILDREN.
OUR AREA DIRECTOR, WILLIAM GRALNICK, WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH YOU TO CONFIRM.
WITH WARMEST BEST WISHES,

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS DIRECTOR
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

THE REVEREND JOSEPH ROBERTS
EBENEEZER BAPTIST CHURCH
413 AUBURN AVENUE, N.E.
ATLANTA, GA 30312

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE WOULD BE HONORED TO HAVE YOU ADDRESS QUR NATIONAL
INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMISSION LUNCHEON IN ATLANTA ON MONDAY, MARCH 9th,
DURING WHICH WE PLAN TO PRESENT THE REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, SR. WITH OUR
NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS AWARD. WE SINCERELY TRUST THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO
JOIN US, ESPECIALLY AT THIS TIME WHEN WE SHARE YOUR ANGUISH OVER TRAGIC LOSS
OF LIVES OF SO MANY BLACK CHILDREN. OUR AREA DIRECTOR, WILLIAM GRALNICK, WILL
BE IN TOUCH WITH YOU TO CONFIRM. WITH WARMEST BEST WISHES,

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS DIRECTOR
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE




FEBRUARY 6, 1981

TELEGRAM
NIGHT LETTER
TO: Mrs. Coretta Scott King,.President
The Martin Luther King, Jr.
Center for Social Change

503 Auburn Avenue, NE.
Atlanta, GA 30312

AM PLEASED TO EXTEND INVITATION TO ADDRESS MAJOR LUNCHEON AJC NATIONAL
'INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMISSION IN ATLANTA, HONDAY MARCH 9TH.  WE -
ARE ESPECIALLY GRIEVED ABOUT TRAGIC DEATHS AND DISAPPEARANCES OF BLACK'
CHILDREN AND OTHER ISSUES OF MUTUAL CONCERN. MY COLLEAGUE, HILLIAM
GRALNICK, WILL CONTACT YOU WITH FURTHER DETAILS. LOOKING FORWARD WITH
ANTICIPATION TO SEEING YOU MARCH 9TH. WITH BEST PERSONAL REGARbS.

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

cc: William Gralnick

MHT:es




FEBRUARY 6, 1981

TELEGRAM
NIGHT LETTER

AM PLEASED TO EXTEND WARM INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN PANEL ON MORAL
MAJORITY: CHALLENGE OR THREAT; ATLANTA, MONDAY, MARCH 9TH. MY COLLEAGUE,
BILL GRALNICK, WILL CONTACT YOU WITH FURTHER DETAILS. LOOKING FORWARD
TO SEEING YOU MARCH STH. BEST PERSONAL REGARDS.

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

cc: MWilliam Gralnick

SENT TO: Dr. William Self
Wieuca Road Baptist Church
3626 Peachtree Road, NE
Atlanta, GA 30326

The Most Rev. Thomas A. Donnellan
Archbishop of Atlanta

Catholic Center

680 West Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, GA 30308

Rev. George B. Tel ford
4525 Jettridge Drive, NW
Atlanta, GA 30327

MHT :ES
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FEBRUARY 6, 1981

TELEGRAM
NIGHT LETTER
TO: Mrs. Coretta Scott King, President
The Martin Luther King, Jr.
Center for Social Change

503 Auburn Avenue, NE.
Atlanta, GA 30312

AM PLEASED TO EXTEND INVITATION TO ADDRESS MAJOR LUNCHEON AJC NATIONAL

INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMISSION IN-ATLANTA, MONDAY, MARCH STH. WE -

ARE ESPECIALLY GRIEVED ABOUT TRAGIC DEATHS AND DISAPPEARANCES OF BLACK

CHILDREN AND OTHER ISSUES OF MUTUAL CONCERN. MY COLLEAGUE, WILLIAM

GRALNICK, WILL CONTACT YOU WITH FURTHER DETAILS. LOOKING FORWARD WITH

ANTICIPATION TO SEEING YOU MARCH 9TH. WITH BEST PERSONAL REGARDS.
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

cc: William Gralnick

MHT:es




The “American®Jewish Committee

Institute of Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 - 212/751-4000 - Cable Wishcom, N.Y.

February 27, 1981

riis Eminence

Archbishop Iakovos

Primate, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of Nohth and South America

10 East 79th Street

New York, New York 10021

My dear Archbishop Iakovos,

In behalf of the American Jewish Committee and for myself, I wish
to express our deep sense of grief over the tragic loss of lives of
your fellow co-religionists in Athens resu]ting from the horrible
earthquake.

With all the tragedies that are around us, we could have been spared
another cause of anguish such as this. But the mystery remains --
man proposes, God disposes. MWe join you in prayers that the souls
of the stricken will be assured eternal rest and peace before the
Throne of Glory.

May I add my sense of relief to hear that you are making substantial
recovery from your own indisposition. We need you in our midst more
now than ever, so please continue to take care of yourself.

As I indicated during our telephone conversation, the American Jew-
ish Committee wishes to bestow on you our National Interreligious
Affairs Award for decades of outstanding service to promoting re-
conciliation and mutual respect between members of all religions,
races, and ethnic groups, especially between members of the Greek
Orthodox and Jewish communities.

We are holding a major meeting of our National Interreligious Affair
Commission in Atlanta on Monday, March 9th, and would wish to present
this award to you at our banquet at the Hyatt Regency Hotel that

evening.
MAYNADD |, WISHNER Frepdant = 8 BERTRAM Y GOLD Eeecetive Vies Piapzes
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His Eminence Page Two
Archbishop . Iakovos

In Tight of your present indisposition and the need for you to hus-
band your strength, I fully appreciate that it would not be possible
for you to accept our Award in person. I wonder therefore if you
could designate Bishop John or some appropriate official from your
offices to receive it in your behalf.

When you are,feeling much improved, I will propose that we make a
special occasion in New York to reenact the presentation here in the
midst of large numbers of people from both our communities.

If you could let me know who might be your representative in Atlanta,
I will be glad to inform our community leaders there. We are eager
to make this demonstration of respect and love for you now in Atlanta
not only because there are major Greek and Jewish communities there,
but also because that anguished city is in desperate need of symbols
of healing. Our other Award is being given to the Rev. Martin Luther
King, Sr.

With warmest personal good wishes, and my earnest prayers for God's
blessed care over you, I am,

Cordially,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MHT:RPR




° “ELC, « %ﬂQigf
The “American ol ¥ ¢
“Jewish Commuittee -

Institute of Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 - 212/751-4000 - Cable Wishcom, N.Y.

January 6, 1981

Dr. Donald 0. Newby, Executive Director
Christian Council of Metropolitan Atlanta, Inc.
848 Peachtree Street, NE

Atlanta, Georgia 30308

Dear Dr. Newby,

Thanks very much for your warm and {houghtful invitation to speak before the
annual Community Breakfast of the Christian Council of Metropolitan Atlanta
on March 7th.

I am honored by your invitation and I shall be delighted to address your
important group at that time. Would you please let me know what hour of the
day you would want me to speak?

Also, it would be helpful if you give me some kind of idea of the kind of
issues and concerns that you think I might profitably focus my remarks on.

The honorarium is fine. Since the AJC is covering my travel to Atlanta
there is no reason to consider travel expenses.

I look forward with much pleasure to spending time with you'and your col-
leagues. Give my best wishes to Dr. Lawrence Bottoms whom I had the privi-
lege to work with on civil rights problems in the 1960s.

With warmest personal good wishes for a healthy, and above all, a peaceful

New Year,
Copddially yours,
Zﬁ—ﬁ-duf\-ﬂ. \*
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs
MHT :RPR

cc: Bill Gralnick

i Jim Bevis
be: Ed Abpams
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Christian Council of Metropolitan Atlanta, Inc.

848 PEACHTREE STREET. N.E. / ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30308 / TELEPHONE 404-881-9890

December 16, 1980

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
165 East 56th Street
New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

We are delighted that you can accept our invitation to speak to the
annual Community Breakfast sponsored by the Christian Council of
Metropolitan Atlanta on March 7, 1981.

Bishop Coles and the Reverend Be#is will communicate further with you
on details as we approach March 7. We shall also continue to stay
in close touch with Bill Gralnick.

The Community Breakfast Committee has provided for a $500 honorarium
and travel expenses where necessary. Since you are coming to Atlanta
for other events, perhaps the travel expense item can be shared in

an appropriate way..

We look forward to your presence with us,and we thank you for the
special effort to revise your plans in order to be here on that date.

Most sincerely,
Donald 0. Newby
bw

cc Bill Gralnick

Jim Bevis
Joseph Coles

LAWRENCE W. BOTTOMS, D.D., President MARGARET G. KOEHLER, Associate Director
DONALD O. NEWBY, D.D., Executive Director PHILLIP TERRY, M. DIV, Associate Director




/> /W(-(_ Wbl

2 T
r/?} JOL e da

January 6, 1981
William A, Gralnick
Marc H. Tanenbaum

Atlanta
Dear Bill,
Following your recommendations, I have tonhupl:theimita-
tion from the Council of Churches as ‘from the Central Pres-
bytu-ilnm. Wﬂﬂ“fm ofwaee.hmcehttm.

m.wuumaumﬁnmmm invi-
tation to dinner, N

Anythuqhtsymntghthnahoufth-ﬁwmthntlahmmm;h-
light in my several presentations would be greatly appreciated. You
are my mm*um&mmmmrwmmmy

snggenlmymukouithmw

Hithbutvinhufw&hulth,wpy mmmnmmm
Yean to you, Rmie.ndm;onlym.

Cordially, as ever,

MHT : RPR N
Celpuo—
Ekwlom/’é“’-u“ M
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SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

FO-SE

SUITE 109
1649 TULLIE CIRCLE, N.E

MEMORANDUM  ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30326

PHONE: (404) 633-6351

DATE: 12/18/80
-b:/ Marc Tanenbaum
FROM: william A. Gralnick

SUBJECT: re: Atlanta

You will shortly receive an invitation to preach at Central Presbyterian
Church, Sunday March 8. T urge you to accept. Central, across from the
State Capitol, is the PCUS Church with the most clout in Atlanta. It is
Randy Taylor's old pulpit. You will have a large, receptive audience.

Pastor Buddy Ennis has invited our Southeast Area Advisory Council to
attend services and offered us the church for our continued meeting
through and past dinner. I'm prone to accept.

In either case, I would use you at our workshop late enough, say 3 P.M.
to allow you both to preach and relax before our meeting.

Please advise.
Best regards. /

cc: H. Applebaum




SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

FO-SE

SUITE 109
1649 TULLIE CIRCLE, N.E.

MEMORANDUM  ATLANTA, GEORGIA 3032

PHONE: (404) 633-6351

DATE: 12/18/80
/ Mo b cc: Shula Bahat
0: rc Tanenbaum

FROM: William A. Gralnick
SUBJECT re: Atlantaf3/8,9
I welcome your change of plans for the Christian Council.

That means we can confirm your participation in Sunday's Area Advisory
Council meeting, re: Evangelical/Jewish Relations in The South.

As you recall, all the members from The Council will be urged to attend
Monday's commission meeting.

Let me urge your acceptance of The Abrams/Uhry dinner invitation, the
evening of the 7th. Yourson a "hot" roll with them.

Warmest regard

/

P.S.Rev. Jim Bevis d in The Council's letter to you is a bed-rock

Presbyterian whose church actively missionizes Jews. He and I have locked
horns a few times.
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» Institute of Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 . 212/751-4000 . Cable Wishcom, N.Y.
January 6, 1981

Rev. P.C. Enniss, Jr.
Central Presbyterian Church
201 Washington Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

My dear Dr. Enniss,

Thank you very much for your recent warm and thoughtful letter in which you
invite me to preach at the worship service at Central Presbyterian Church
on Sunday, March 8th. )

I am both moved and honored by your thoughtful invitation and shall be de-
lighted to accept your gracious invitation.

I would be happy to have any suggestions that you might propose for themes
that might be appropriate for my sermon on that Sunday. I assume that you
would want me to preach somewhere between 20 or 30 minutes.

Don and Peggy Shriver are dear friends and I see them rather regularly at
various ecumenical and interreligious meetings. Randy Taylor and Will Ken-
nedy are also known to me.

If there is any additional information that you think I need to have to help
me sharpen my insight about the Atlanta situation, by all means please share
them with me.

With warmest good wishes for a healthy, and above all, a peaceful New Year,

4 oM R I

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MHT :RPR
ce: William Gralnick
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Central Presbyterian Church Lo

MINISTERS A
P.C. Enniss, Jr. [ )
Joanna Adams

December 23, 1980

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 E. 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Dr. Tanenbaums

I understand from Don Newby of the Atlanta Christian Council that you have
been invited to speak at the Annual Breakfast in Atlanta on March 7th. I
trust you will be able to accept that invitation, for the folk of Atlanta
would surely benefit, I am certain, from your remarks. Likewise, I have
spoken with Bill Gralnick who tells me that you will be here on Sunday for a
meeting with regional members of the American Jewish Committee. My letter,
therefore, is to invite you to preach at the 11:00 worship service at Cen=-
tral Presbyterian Church on that same Sunday, March 8th.

Central Presbyterian Church is a very old and historic congregation located
directly across the street from both the State Capitol and the City Hall. It
is a church that is known for its social concerns and interfaith commitments.
The church has enjoyed a close relationship with the American Jewish Commit~-
tee for years. I feel sure you may know my predecessor, Dr. J. Randolph
Taylor, as well as Don and Peggy Shriver and Will and Frances Kennedy who

are now associated with Union Theological Seminary, but were affiliated with
this congregation when they lived in Atlanta.

I have appreciated your prophetic voice as I have known you through your
publications and am persuaded that this congregation as well as the larger
Christian community in Atlanta would profit by your remarks. I hope you are
able to accept our invitation. If you are, it will be our privilege to
offer an honorarium of $150,00.

Singer y urs,

Enniss, Jr.

PCEjr:daw

201 Washington Street, SW.  Atlanta, Georgia 30303 659-0274
(Opposite the State Capitol)
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Christian Council of Metropolitan Atlanta, Inc.

848 PEACHTREE STREET. N.E. / ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30308 / TELEPHONE 404-881-9890

November 20, 1980

Rabbi Marc H. Tannenbaum

National Director of Interreligious Affairs
165 East 56 Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum:

The Christian Council of Metropolitan Atlanta sponsors each year what

is known as a Community Breakfast. The purpose for such an occasion is
to bring together the various racial and denominatiomal groups of the
metropolitan area for fellowship and enlightenment as we seek to develop
a city of justice and harmonious relationships stemming therefrom. This
year our emphasis will be on the theme of reconciliation.

We take this opportunity to invite you to serve as a participant in a
dialogue with Benjamin Hooks, executive director of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, as the main feature of the Community
Breakfast, to take place Saturday, March 7, 1981 at 8:30 a.m. The event

will take place in Atlanta's Peachtree Plaza Hotel. If Mr. Hooks is unavail-
able for such a dialogue, it is our hope that you can serve our cause by
giving the principal address for this occasion. Your ministry to us at this
time would serve as a sign of goodwill and hope in these days of increasing
inter-group tensions.

We seek an early reply to this invitation. Will you please call collect to
one of us at the numbers listed below?

With our prayers and best wishes for your labors for justice and peace,
we remain

C ially yours,

i @ ’
v
Joseph EE 022255 J¥. Co-chairperson

Bishop, Sixth Episcopal District, C.M.E. Church

- 0
Telephone 404-752-7800, 404-799-0096 ]/ ) L}X” o (?E{ 4
. C 54 7 e

o Bows g K
J evis, Co-chairperson Lj:- i
Pagtor, Brookvalley Church of Christ '
gac
cc: Dr.Donald Newby

Mr. William Gralnick

LAWRENCE W. BOTTOMS, D.D., President MARGARET G. KOEHLER, Associate Director

DONALD O. NEWBY, D.D., Executive Director PHILLIP TERRY, M. DIV., Associate Director
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. February 24, 1981

Rabbi Marc H. Wilson
Congregation Shearith Israel
1180 University Drive, N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30306

Dear Rabbi Wilson,
This will acknowledge receipt of your intemperate letter of February 3.

As a former student of Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary and a
graduate of Yeshiva University who was raised in an Orthodox Jewish
home, I understand your anger at the "appearance" of my violating
Shabbat by accepting to address the Atlanta Council of Churches.

While "maaris ayon" is an important category of sensibility, Jewish
wisdom is capable of making a distinction between appearances and
realities affecting Jewish 1ife under special circumstances. I have
tried to set forth those circumstances in the enclosed copy of my
letter to Rabbi Emanuel Feldman, who was a colleague of mine at the
Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim in Baltimore (now ithe Talmudical Academy.)

As I indicate to Emanuel, I have struggled with this decision and
will continue to do so for a long time to come until I stand before
Hakodesh Boruch Hu who, in ultimate terms, is my only true Judge.

At the same time, I think your conscience ought to struggabwﬁth the
lessons of the Gemorrah in Yoma 9b which teaches us that the Second
Bais Hamikdosh was destroyed because of "sinas chinam" which the
Chazal consideredto be morally worse than "murder, idolatry, and
immorality."

You will also recall that Sanhedrin 101B teaches us that "Jerobeam
ben Nivat was punished (with no Olam Habah) because he reproved King
Solomon publicly." And Baba Metzia 5% goes even further when it
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quotes King David as saying, "He is executed by strangulation (an
adulterer), yet he has a portion in the World to Come. But he who
publicly puts a neighbor to shame has no portion in the World to

Come."

There is fundamental moral difference between mussar and hostility.
I will accept your mussar; I reject your sinas chinam.

Sincerely,
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

MHT:RPR

CC: Rabbi Emanuel Feldman
William Gralnick

bc: Selma Hirsh
Bert Gold
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February 24, 1981

Rabbi Emanuel Feldman
Congregation Beth Jacob
1855 LaVista Rd., N. E
Atlanta, Georgia 30329

My dear Emanuel,

I appreciate very much your serious and civil letter regarding my partic-
ipation in the breakfast meeting of the Atlanta Council of Churches.

As a deeply respected colleague and Baltimore lantsman, I want you to
know that I did not make this decision lightly nor frivolously, for all
the cogent reasons that you clearly set forth. In fact, I wrestled with
my conscience long and hard before I finally decided to say yes.

In the first instance, when I was called by the Council people, I told
them that I do not take part in such meetings on Shabbat, unless there
is some overwhelming moral reason that would in effect be "dochek." Un-
der no circumstances would I violate the Shabbat, and in this instance,
I will be staying in the same hotel where the meeting will be held (in
fact, I will be arriving on Erev Shabbat at that hotel.)

In my first conversation with them, I asked them if the date could be
changed as a matter of derech eretz for the Jewish community. In what I
took to be genuine sincerity, they said that it was now impossible since
their invitations had gone out and they expect about 1,000 Christian Tead-
ers.

They pleaded with me to find a way to come that would not violate my reli-
gious principles, since they felt that the problems of black-Jewish rela-
tions and the anguished atmosphere in Atlanta over the murder of the 18
black children required a message of healing which they felt I could bring.

Not incidentally, at no time did anyone tell me that Andrew Young would
share the platform with me. I read about it for the first time when I
received their printed notice.

Let me tell you, Emanuel, why I finally decided to do it, knowing full
well that I risked being misunderstood - and even pilloried - by some in
the Jewish community, and perhaps even in the Christian community.
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Our researchers document that the PLO is in the midst of launching a major
propaganda campaign in the Christian churches, and especially among black
Christian leaders, to undermine the Reagan administration's economic and
military aid to Israel. The recent letter of 400 Christian leaders, among
them, a good number of mainline Protestant and Catholic bishops who have
never signed such anti-Israel documents before, is the first stage of the
PLO's efforts to penetrate as never before the consciences of the Chris-
tian leaders. More and worse is yet to come.

Our in-house Yankelovich polls document that the highest levels of anti-
Semitism and anti-Israel attitudes exist today among the young educated
blacks, whose spokesman has become Jesse Jackson.

After weighing all the alternatives, I determined in my own conscience
that if I could contribute even modestly to halting the erosion of support
for Israel and stem some of the growing anti-Semitism, and perhaps even
help build some strong sympathies for Jews, then that would in fact con-
stitute a "mitzvah gedoloh" from which I could not turn away. ‘

Now that Andy Young is on the program that urgency for setting the record
straight for Jews is all the more compelling.

With all that, I have to confess that I still do not have an egsy consci-
ence about my decision. But would I have been wiser and "frumer" to stay
away and allow this quite possibly to have become a pro-Third World and
"liberation theology" session whose poisonous seeds would have sunk in
deep in some 1,000 Christian leaders' minds?

My minor rationalization, less persuasive but a contributing element none-
theless, was that I have taken part in a number of similar session as the
Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds Assemblies under the rubric
of an "Oneg Shabbat." In what wise, I finally asked myself, did my par-
ticipation in this speaking forum differ from that of the CJFWF or the
National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council sessions also held

on the Shabbat? In reality, I felt that I was more useful to Jews and
Israel at the Atlanta Council of Churches than at such Jewish assemblies
where dozens of other Jewish speakers could be as effective, if not more,
than I would be.

I share with you that it was my plan all along, before your thoughtful

and compassionate letter, to explain to this Christian group the moral and
spiritual reasons why I, as a Sabbath-respecting Jew, have made an ex-
ception in this instance. The murder of 18 black children is not an
ordinary circumstance and Jews who consider themselves "Rachmana b'nei
Rachmana" are “dochek Shabbat" (which I do not believe this does halach-
ically) for "pikuach nefesh." If I can be effective in communicating

that understanding of the spiritual majest of Judaism to the Christian
world, I will rest easier in my conscience about this decision.
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Please feel free to share this personal letter to you with anyone who
feel as troubled as you, and I, about this difficult decision.

With warmest regards and much appreciation, I am,

Cordially, as ever,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MHT:RPR
CC: Rabbi Marc Wilson
William Gralnick

bc: Selma Hirsh
Bert Gold




Central Presbyterian Church

MINISTERS
P.C. Enniss, Jr.
Joanna Adams

February 17, 1981

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Dr. Tanenbaum:

How very pleased I am that you will be able to preach the sermon at

the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service at Central Presbyterian Church on Sun-
day, March 8th. We are honored by your acceptance and will look forward
to hearing you and to our time together. I will work with Bill Gralnick
on the arrangements for getting you to Central, and related matters.

I do not have a specific topic to suggest; however, I believe it would
be helpful to our folk to hear you comment on the apparent move of
American religion to the "right". You may prefer to speak on "the
ecumenical movement from the Jewish perspective" which would be equally
appropriate. In short, I hope you will feel free to choose your own
subject.

Again, please know of our delight in your acceptance. If you have
questions, let me know. In the meantime, with every good wish, I am

Sincerely yours,

PO S

P. C. Emniss, Jr.

PCEjr:daw

201 Washington Street, SW.  Atlanta, Georgia 30303  659-0274
(Opposite the State Capitol)
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March 17, 1981

The Honorable Maynard Jackson
Mayor of Atlanta

67 Mitchell SW

Atlanta, w 30303

Itmmamcmaapm'wMapwalﬂﬁmm

Imtfmwnhmanmumdmrwm
mmmmmnmmmmﬁ;ytm«
Atlanta, and indeed to the mation, at this difficult time.

Ijohﬁthmdmmhmhﬁofmtw&ﬂthm
mad killings of innocent black children will come to an end and some sense
of security will be restored to the black families who have been so evilly
savaged by this madness, .

I thought you might be interested in seeing the enclosed radio script that
I delivered over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System as well as the Reli-
gmmwmrmummhm

Ifthmisanyuyinﬁiehlm-hhlpﬁltomdthrmfuaimlly
or personally I hope you will feel free to call on me.

With warmest personal good wishes and my prayers fom 3od's richest blessings
over you and your people, I am,

Cordially, as ever,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MHT :RPR
Enclosures (/S W12

be: Bill Gralnick
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March 18, 1961

Rev. Andrew Young

1088 Veltre Circle SW

Atlanta, Georgia S#ST1
3031

Dear Andy,

Itmiw“h&uﬁﬁmdﬂuwmmithm

Imwmmhummbqlms&qu
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you.

wmmmuuwn -rlym. Itmld
be very good to have an opportunity to chat about qﬁlm

With warmest good wj.shn,n. I am, _
Cordially yours,

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenlimum
m Director :

MHT :RFR






