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Some tine ago I was advised that Congrefation B'rith
Kodesh in Rochester, i-qse York was planning to publish a Zeitschrift '-
emmrat.ing forty years of services §r Phidip S. Bernstein, ;.c_
Rabbi of iheir_tenplo. T was invited to contribute :n.nftioi; to
this specdal volume, which, m__ué;m_n;, would also taks note of |
:It_iuq_nngyiiia‘piuflﬁﬁgq'ititcAty;_1§££;r-;£;iocapta§oo.
It came t;ﬁi-ln'iggélsa! an in;taﬁ;:;géﬁ'qtfii:i'f;aliggi followed
by a chain of-nqnor%‘giéwbkod hy{fhﬁlﬁquﬁate;;‘n_perloﬁ;ligy, his
d@s,‘ m:i public 1ife as I have: e itduring the last twonty
yeurs; Hauqmw!br;ught aliv; isol;t;d.gpiaodos;'vﬁfc@ aun;eaqu
each other quicfiy, k;lsidbsﬁoéie;ilj,g liko;pitchai of“histo:y;.ortan
vngy,ly'pelated té aircunit;nc‘; raspons}blg for these episodes and
 to places where they occurred.
Twenty ylmfs 4go, the meaning of events was not so clear
and final as it is today. While greet movements are afoot, they m
not immediately recognized in 411 their importance; their sigmricme
is p:opnrly understood with the passage of time, by their ﬁltinﬁto

results.
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It is often diffiocult to recall events. It is incomparably
harder to remember attitudes, Yet, I have vivid recollections of
Rsbbi Philip Bernstein in those days: an intelligent, discerning

observer of the epic drams which then began to unfold in the displaced

persons' camps of Central Europe and in the ghost-like towns of the

Eént - a Tegion soon to be known as "countries behind the Iron Curtainy,-
while living through g;'. ennt.ogr)hs-w, 1t was clm- to me that
Rabbi Ber_:‘ut.'.ahf.fiu_ not. only m mp""" a, ‘mrlum and demands
of our ﬁa_ople in Iuropc, but a doer, a’-novi__r of reluctant forces in
the Army and in 1t1;' eivilian t‘:rmhos.- |

These fleeting thoughts of the past, prompted by the
mﬂtatﬁn to contribute to B'ét@"‘[odesh's’__zg.tachﬁft, were dis-
connected images rather than ooaccpts But they took me back to
1945,- the year I first met Rabbi Bernstein.

He served then as _Diroc_‘!:or of the Committee ;l'or Army and
Navy Religious Activities (Cj.ﬁﬁ), organized by th-e Jewish Welfare
Board., His prineiple concern was the reoru:ltupnt of Chaplains for

the Armed Foces.
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- A number of young Rabbis came to Hﬂi‘ror'ltto see him, He
spoke to us about the importance 8f joing the Arnsd Forces.

W@tino speeches m.umn,y delivered 4in high key, with
frequeht ref._eranco to horois.-, sacred duty and sacrifice. A1l t.his'
*was absent in his talks. His epproach was px;lgutic; practical,
in essence, as follows: the youth of the country is in mniform,
scattered all over the gi'oju. !aﬁ.ax ddljr m dangarand suffering
from the ionq‘t_.ow _of army life, the younger tlmnwm 1and is
undergoing a u;iguo uparioncq._ When the nilitu:r conﬁ.i.ot is 61_!:-, '-
the servicemen will come home, l.u! many of f.he ‘-'-Imlh_bc-oya will join
our congrcgat.iozis. | 'f_hoso- u-GIs will require I period ot‘ a,djngtnent.,_
as they convert from soldiers to ;11111&#. Thqwﬂl need the
understanding of their fld.li&' and n,ldllx_‘.‘ul guldance of their Rabbis,
In time, the paramount qnea-tiop will arise of how to relate to
veterans, Those rabbis who were in uniform, who shared thé Iilitai'y
experience, who were a part of them and not apart from them, will
have a far better chance.

As Rabbis and commnity leaders, we were greatly con&ornled __
with the future make-up of our American society. 4 measure of 3

apprehen#ion was fed to us by the writingé of sociologists, p*chologints;



other specialists on human behavior. They anticipated a sharp
antagonism befuun ex-servicemen, who were "over there", leading
a life of hardehip, and eivilians who stayed home, and "had it soft.”

 Rabbi Hernstein, uo.puﬁg tﬁe generdl premises of social
uientist;, offered his own prognosis. He believed that the adjustment
problem was most important, boé'n;z;a of the sheer number of persons
snvidved: By 1945, some 15 SN men were drafted o¥ bs)letad in
the U. S. Armed Forcu;.-_. They were pu;essod intc new and strange
enviromnﬁ of I.‘.l:l.tl.ry barracks, 51'-‘1!’113! in n;"pl.u:.-hg' through
foreign lands, ondnrin:g. the rigors of frontli.ng life. They had their
own code and their own norms of behavior. Bnt once the men were bigh
home, normal social values would be iesta;:z_-ed, perhaps, not immediately
end not in every case, but eventually and in the overwhelming majority
of ocur ex-servicemen., We Rabbis, who had lived through t.h.a war with
the troops, would be of great help to them afterwards,

He was not lecturing us, but sharing with u his thoughts

on a complex issue. We were exposed to the creative mrk of his mind,
while he was outlining for us, in prooi_.u.u.:d clear terms, the extent
of the problem, considering its p’rppq;'. diun‘siona,- suggesting practical

solutions, and imperceptively and masterfubly arriving at a concrete



conclusion, as applied to us, his yMw colleagues.

His eyes were bright and warm, his smile « kind and free.
S i enjoyed his talk, and he s obvionsly pleased,

In many subaoqﬁeht. 'lmoigtiona with Rabbi B’emto_in, I hld
.anpla opportunity to marvel at his gift with words, He vasd Aorde
like a skillful craftsman nsuto.ll in giving things the wanted s_hn-tpt.
In presenting a m- on_lboha.:l_.f_lolf }Qush' ﬁrc.,._.ln would ai.te, with
clarity -ul objo;t-ivity. the issue 1to{a1f,‘, rniutho uluaes, with
great care dngla out toningdotum of al.lp lifo. ﬁeh often shed
 new light on the Imotty roﬁt.idéj between DPs, n-y and ‘the Germans., 1
To strengthen his oigfc. htvonldmh rlfm. to the history
of our country, of Goruny uﬂtho Jewish 'p.ooplo.' He ﬂd bring in
examples of the putl, mlogi.qq,'% 'qJ;_vq'ysl.'_l.n the rlghtmnnt, which
.would illuminate his cause withu-utworburdoning ‘his &pou. The quy
brass, before whom he often pluded h.is case, was usually uplifted by
the happy mixture of schola';:-ship, r;m@é and varba.l ‘elegance,
Needldss to say, not always would Rabbi. Bm;&tein win his g;__u&. but
almost invarisbly he would "make a.\goint.l" with the nut.horitin:'. :

L;m-, in the eircle of :r;anq;, Phﬂ.wuld anzlyze the

t;xnltu of his pruqn{'.dtion. Evory case he judged on its merits

)



against the total job he.was called to do., OQurs, he once told me,
is 2 long unpaved and zig-zaggy road replete with obstacles: the
unfamiliarity of the Military Government with many aspects of the
duties assigned to them; the Army way of ™seeing things", often
narrow, "from here to there", and doing thiﬁg-a, stiffly, according
to regulatj.om, slowly, by orders from above. We must underat.and,
he said, tht these are just "ob_:_ta_elu. not l:'oadbloekg.- The smaller
we will bjﬁlsg the important f&‘ Iill rlnc_vn-'. For this we have the
good will of '.Wl's_hingtén and the gemuine mtlv_of W:generala.
He felt deeply for our people, the DPs. He undu-stood their irritation
~ with camp 1ife, hpl.tionao with army red tape, suspicion of MPs and
the Germans. He was proud of the intelligence of their representatives,
grasped the source of their restless, often volatile, energies. I had
the' occasion to observe for wore than a year, at close range, his skills
as a negotiator and interpretor of our ‘D;\s' quest for legal and politiecal
rights,

In the fall of 1945, I was stationed in Germany. The
shooting was over. Like many of my colleagues, I was constantly on
the go, moving from one military installation to another, organizing

and conducting Sabbath and Holiday services. The Army was rapidly



dwindling, The GI_s, now more homesick than ever, were "sauting out”
their points, a combination of serviceman's aga_; length of sofrice_,
overseas duty and combat credits. Those with higher scores were
shipped home first.

The soldiers were troubled, Now that home was within their

reach, they worried, in concrete a@ﬁ% rnlisﬂc terms, _ll_:_but, their
future. They would come to the Chaplains with questions: will home

o

be sweet I:wu., uthn sq'mg,E nqs? ﬁon;t tlu ar dJﬂos, who beat
us bytheir p‘oints;_ 'gct.. on tha grounl ﬂ-.o'ar. ﬁrst. p:hakt.ha best j{*s.,__-'
marry the .nicest g:].rls, a.ndln“ thessad ncks;htt.h the dirty lmdof
the stick? | ‘

Or they would come p'rmb“" urging n-l_tc check rumors,
some wild, some piaus__iblo. They lurnod,through t&; bnrraék-a
grlpevin;, that Meulor .goir_lg back to .Unr.;lc Sam, they were boing
scheduled for the Pacific. It !u's ups'-a'_tting,' and rumors would have to
be tracked down in order to giv; -rgaasurf;:cc and dispel fm

My ,ftuties t:ook_ me aczfoga_ﬁm,.fﬁn Bavaria to Barl-in; : _
I traveled thruughhcuaollss, st.j_o;!:‘_lc'u, deformed m_m_,- which An;n -

were towns in name only, The signs of the fundamental collapse of the



lilitn-.-y machinery, polijl;icil systenmd civil authority were fresh.
ﬁen uei-. the: living ma@u of a to;'.al-_ defest suffered by a country
which initisted the concept and i X of a total war.-

Twergy years ag.o surrendered Gmlua' mt.l yet history,
neither was it =z c;sa of. mial. sti‘:diu_._. It"uas life itsnlf, ﬂth
its daily __mcousion of tﬁe m:ti.ﬁe' aml'the t_:zmsual. _",_'t_hare was the
U. S. Arﬁ, u’ mnﬂtrym, _, | tridtohring nne oi"dur o.nd untﬂ.anco
“of loesl ;mrmt neu m- f.h. Gtrnnh. f,rying to c:t.rl.cnte
| thmolumfr?'n thoh' m, _r'z-a- wmt;odor guﬂt.—t_ig’__ggl or m-al !
Th.l'cm the pr‘l.lams ofm ani tho fﬂﬂd lnbor'rl, vholthg |
Al_li'es- were sllaoedil-;-ls.onc.ling hom nnnlly, ‘tl;ore_' were the d:lapl'.ﬂ.ccd. -
persons, o.spooigﬁy. the vad.sh m,- w own pe-op].“e;? |

T met thu shortly lt‘tu'w arrival is Gcmqy. Iuould not
do justice to this Mltiﬂ i.f I-ti-ied: to give a running u;e't‘_:ﬁn.t or ‘the
circumstances of the first onconnt.er uith the DPs.. I do roonll ths -
fegling of unruli‘l;.'z uh:l_ohj,- at the start of c;nr conm;ktion, almost |
itsdhal aed b7 i facing a small group _-:sf the Shaerlt_ Hapl etah,
the Surviving _Rcimnt.'of -D"os‘l.'.mtion, who endured so much in the l;ﬂ_

five years. What I saw, what I was told about their ordeal gave me



pain, shapp physical . ek thq. sat, the legendary "kagetniks”,
-~ Just beginning to Pegéth thetr stegheth. T nedise 't4 me, ve talked
aBout ordinary issues: the army rc_tions; t.h§ c'u'-aud-rd-.quntus, the
zealous MPs.

The displaced persons were the responsibllity of the h-Iy_.

It was a new, unusual and diffieult task to care for twoeand-a-half

=)

million cqm-m. r&eé orucmudm.- all 'g&-um-a. found
1nﬁm¢thoclllotbltﬂi:un mmmbmm-mm.
The Army was unsble mmm n.thoqunq hdtst.ingninh,
in this sea of people, the Ukranians, the Gﬂiohm, the Poles, the
Slovaks, the Lats gﬁ.tho'mmni;m, some of the suspect of anti-
Semitism, from a small group of Jews {Bn-sox,ooo is the best omm.a
of the number of Jews found alive on German soil at the war's end).
If all of the nationals listed above were persecutees, their wartime
experience could not compare with mt of the Jews, who were singled
out and marked for extinection. This difference often escaped the Army.

Many Jewish Chaplains served as a liaison between the -

authorities and the DPs. Together with my colleagues, I felt that
a em office, empowered to deal with the army top oomh:i_us, wonld

be of great service to all concerned, Chaplain (Major) Judah Nadich
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: ~ns. indesd sppointed hy der;al Eisenhower to serve intho c;puiltzy
of 'Ad_v‘i.sor on Jewish Aftair;.. He p'orfofmd uj.uahla ptonebr‘l.m
l'eriice in t&t post.

Later, a ¢ivilian, Judga Shon B, n&und was ;apﬁoi_uted by
Pruidsnt Truman as Advisor on Jewish Affairs, Dtu;ing his ﬁto—mnths

stayin&rupe, JdgeRifkiu!kelpthhe.&mtoprgmmground

e

rules for dltlug with Jewlsh DPI. ' 3

.n--th.-bm":__r 19%, Juag. nmm retunnd to th.
States, .l_hriuf period of rm:ndnpﬁulationa thout his ropluuant :
followsd. I do not remember mth, -mm- I read or #a told that
Rabbi Philip Bernsie;.n was appointed m lli Advisor, &.-few d_q:.htor,.
I rogoim i Yokt From el confirming the fact, saying that he would
come to GM shortly, and asking me to serve as his aide. -

The rauni_.on was uarin; He had no 4llusions sbout his uaig-nnent..
He r'ca-lised that the 'bn.wdaﬁ placed- upon him was lmmvy'_f _:t.he respomibility
- great, because so mich was at stake, aboye all, the uall-being_oi‘ our
'p-eoplo..

He was eager to learn about. the Jewish DPs fron'mry source

available to him. He read all offiecial reports, both published and

classiffed and printed materisl, including articles in
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the general and Jewish press; conferred in the States with Judge

: R:l.tkind. his i:r'deccu_or,_ and with the leadership of the JDC, 'uhom_s
“stats tonwod on £ ol Kl1ied Armies and established the first
network ot'_mlfm-a.id in liberated Elrop-;.-pr_inrﬂy in Germany. He
e Pt e of the Jewish Br:lguh from Palestine had
reached th. camps early 1n Jnno nﬂhd kept ;n_olos_p touch ‘_v!.th Jewish
DPs. | - _

Bon-tﬂld with .n this bukgmudw.mtion, and yet

it was ahéumnie of him te '.&'m.ﬁ,-., when he arrived in Farcpe,
-tfo ask again ard uﬁk yet mthorltut. of iﬁ@om, upoohlly from
one who had poreonnl' enntwt. irith .m people iho had observations,
ideas and opinion on the politiof of Jewish DPs 1n Germany.

It was u: rai-o opportunity to gather my thoughts, to give
them a concise form, to sum up a year's Ctp_l!‘ilml, which I knew
ouﬁ then would never be duplicated,

I Mw tnllit-g him of the unbslig";ble change in the
physical appearance, acts aul attitudes of Jewish DPs which the last
twelve months had produced. In May, 1945, there were small, spearated
groups of Jewish DPs scattered over Bavaria. The ravaged marks of the

ghetto and conc@ntration camps were seen on their faces and frail



landsman or a fellow kagetmik,

than in some of their native towns in Poland, Bungm or Rumania,’

a2

bodies, Sudden freedom brought exuberance and a rapidlj' aeula:_ratiig_

‘desire to recoup, with a guick transition from the gladness to be

alive to the desire to live, But freedom also brought the gnawing

feeling of aloneness, Durine the dark and crusl yesrs they had

lost contact with their homes and their families. They med from

 the holocaust as unsttached individuals, with a kinship lisited to s

home, hopig to find soms mesbers of thetr fantlies alive or soms-

_ traces of their relatives. iith few exceptions, they found ruins,

str-tngors and hdstiiity. There were more Jm.l_":ln 4 DP camp in Germany -

I

Rootless, unwanted and ra'sen'l'..ad_lili these countries, they ro‘:hurn_d to

Bavn_'h and Austria to face DP 1life.

The more energetic uﬂ.rmuﬂhﬁl among them created a

Ceritral Committee of Liberated Jews, which established regular contact

- with every camp, urging Jewish DPs to create representative bodias

which would deal with the Army and formilate their commop needs.
The Central Comlttu_,. through its varions sections, began

to promote education, voeational training and cultural activities. Yet
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e groctost dtaappotntaent cums fron the hrey, which pelitely, but
stubborhly refused u'm@- thcca-itm and was umwilling tn '
gz;m 1t_mf;om stat.ns.

Intmll&,. the Committee was more lucoulm. m-‘ca.lp'll

became better organized; there were classes for gtuml odnntion and -
‘treining workehops, prayer houullﬂdummn m. M mm,- |

+

sports tonl. pglico fmu. iu-’.uc w; 'In M,rtho camps grew

.....

topomumrummor.m. cwpkhmm-dm.h

J
'.

sovin i gay vadiig ssremenie, the dest e Vurtaty e bey Sabier
were c!.i*enm,uod. m. h & untiﬁntd l.nd poignant type of pnbne
oomi!:y. acgivity 'dnnh wqu -tha cyele of ur- su'li_-,_ all of this
was not a real, but a uh-holhumtr. n .-J_.aaiqd It.he'smo of
pmhcy, for euryom knew tt uuld mt._nld :houla no-t endure.
Burope was not the plm_t.o stu-t. lifo nnu. Hh-r-oonlxl
they go? America was largely Mcumc; the U. 5. quota aystell.
diseriminated against East nuropuu Palestine was their only hope
and chief desire. DBut how long nou].d t_l‘n acm of thounnds have to
wait, with the British restricting fsmigration £o 1500 per onth?
In Qotober, 1945, Ben<Gurion vis:lt;d t.ho camps. He told the DPs that

the Tishuv wanted them, needed them and was ready and happy to welcome
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them hou. Ben-Gurion's talks :w&d a wnl, s dota:n!.ution to .
reach home. |

I do not know how m,it-m_k_ﬁ'go tell all this to Phil,
He was a serious, attentive and an encoursging listemer. At the end
.of my recital, he said that my description ot the DP position confirmed
Sish-of tas Qomtion and opfeiiie cbtalned from othed aour;e_a.' It
made his ﬂ:@'fw:uﬂon, oiui'_crs He muldh“o tﬂ gconcentrate on
the ps-ougai réégiﬁén for thi.ilcmtrll._caniil.g;tn.. It was essential
for our m=- to have a central mﬁ’: mt only letth‘ as their
spokesnan, but learning the art -n;_se_zg-gogirw.

To achieve ;;,.'u would m.dtm “The legal status of our
DPs would improve gradually, by m. 'He._ﬁuld make progress by
eliminating the tai_s-é' notion that tho Army brass was nﬁt.‘a.gonis'tic t.o _
the DPs and by kuping the verbal fireworks of cur friends at a
minimum, We would see to 1t'th'at'_‘tho Central Committee would act
as responsibly as possible, nphnlding ind d.roaemq the interest of
fl_:n people, and working as their gcu_rn'n‘i_nt. We would seek to r_o’unw
the often paralysing caution 'trlo-. rm (t.h. seat o; the T. 5. Army

Headquarters in Germany), making the Army more receptive to crestive
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and practical suggestions from the DPs th-neljoa.

T_hin, in essence, is an "inventory" of Rabbi Bern#tes.n'a
first set of plans and accomplishments. His broad, sweepin: views
" of the po_li-ti.calf situation in BEurope combined with a mature, well-
developed realism, permitted him to. ga-:g§ his actions, aceording to
the nudﬁ of the mmntt md t.o t;xoir immediate fgaubi]_.ity. To
dérend the righﬁ' of our p(npl_q; 'I.ra; thaomrsu of m adult life

He was an i:;pari_ipnod--noﬁaum who used persuasion as a rﬂl_iﬂ.-’lllﬁ__f_ '

H

weapon.
m mm.,;.i, _fir;t ;)oﬁ:tmt.ing ﬂth the Central Cudttu
and the Army took place on Juns 6y 19&6 in Munich, The e
men recited their tmve.mnthsax}:ng:;mtraung attempts to gain 2 :
recognition from th.w mn-q np;-.;umtm. ?tuck- to the
old negative line of reasoming, Bernstein closed the Lesting with s
brief statement: t.ha demands of the Central couit.m were justified,
its lagglizatd.on was a necessity which would be I;Qnéﬁcial to both
sides and he was going to recommend it to General Mellarney,- the
Commander of Ul S. Forces in Burope,- the final authority in the
matter of recognition.

Three months later, on Septadwr?, th. same part.ioipmts
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met again in the I, G. Farben Building in Frankfurt, which served
as Army Headquarters, to sign an important document: the Army granted
legal recognition to the Central Commigtee.

Rabbi Bernstein's leading role and tactful guidance were
readily acknowledged by both the Army and the Central Committee.
Today, twenty years later, events of 1946 emerge 'as,.r_ig;nd records,
‘and issues of those days are morsels of trit.ton hiltery. BeSause of
the perspective in tinlt.. Bernstein's tumtiéns md ;@;ﬁliahmt: are
better understood nw. th;ﬁ t;ltdondu agos- Eﬂl vu the advisor to. the
 Military on Ja‘ldsia needs and rightg;ra'.t the same time, he was the
constant patient counselor to our _pﬂpl? ‘on Army pmduﬂa-, psychology
and motivations. Ho brought the two sides to an agmmt by persuading
them not to contest their stand, but to negotiate practical, useful
issues. Part of his skill dn-i*nd from the fact that he was an
approachable wise man, warm and modest.

He was perturbed with the news from Eastern Burope.
The Jewish population in our camps in Germany and Austria was growing
steadily through the daily "transports™ of infiltrees from Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Rumania. Eyewitness reports revealed a state of

mounting tension between the local population in those countries and
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the Jews. In Puluxi., the mood was mcing. and only the umu-tcinw
about. palice Gheation Napt the Poles from ugly acts. But how i§p¢7 _
Vi SR adus An Sumner, 1946, On July #, the m-conmnod, badly-
bonesaled hetred towrd Jews erupted into a pogrom in xialoo. dm'ing
which Ub of our people were ld.llcd.

“The shook was greats  What kind of Europe was it that only

e
¥

fourteen mntht after Yu-E dlh-ulum tha ﬂmmﬁim in painful
sOrrow omt-he diulom thnt.jx ﬂnﬁn ;m mtﬁed 1n the
holmultq,- aa-mtm.ud cguin .a l:ut tor hlod.. an m-g. to kill?
Iﬁw' could our people ii'ra th-ro, us;d-t hostili;fr and hate? Bw
nntcd to find the mer to m-wiong- at tho plwi- of the tronbia._
OnlJuly'-Zj. 5o and '8 -:hr;'rivﬁ-!;in Viteas ‘There were uny '
* ohilling signs of et dastibbtion; snd MAALLE wab ;'l'om to remove
them even from the center of the Polish capital, Some streets did not
have bagin@ings or ends. They ran between two hﬁlx of rubbish, diy-
colored and peculiarly shaped bricks, blocks of concrete lﬂ_mo
_which, one guessed, originally served as stairs. We vlnifod the .&B‘
‘of the Ghetto, one nqum ‘nﬂ.o. levelled to an ;rm plateau of r;:hbla,
bits of broken iron sticking up th:mngh the Bric_k:, gilent, silent, and

we wept silently, trying hard to control our emotions.
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The Advisor wented to have a composite pieture of Poland, .
During. the ten days we stayed there, we met ‘with fspmontativ- ozll'.
all factions and trends of the Jewish population in Warsaw, Lodsz and
Lower Silesias We conferred with the American Ambassador to Poland,
Arthur Bliss Lane. .wa interviewed Edward B, Osubkmrauki, _t.hq '
Polish Premier. We had long talks iﬂ.th Oscar Lange, a leading economist,
who gave up tmhing lt f.hc Unimsity of Chimgo, rmeod hlrim
citismhj@, t_o__boa'ou Polish hb;sudor tj.o thc Mth&;-ﬁtatos. Our -
*tour;.-du__gmite;* Ancluded Cardinal -_Hlel;d',l . 1ouuq; ehureh
pe.raomlity in Poland. Every moment _!"-ro'olgf-.ron ofﬂ.uinl gnlla_we lpeﬁ.
with local rabbis and Jewish repatriates from Russis, with JIC staff in
Warsaw and ORT ﬁiﬁents 1.n"‘drbel§|l (&;ﬂ;u)_.

On our way Back to Franktnrt., he summarized the findings:

Poland was not onl;y'_tha graveyard of the ont;g vital and
lp_ut populous Jewish community of Mm. Post-war Poland tn.; like
an arctic tundra,- nothing specifically J@h would grow there above
the immediate surface. To be sure, the regime was against pogroms and
favored equality for all citizens. But, at the same t.iin_, there was u.'
- deep-rooted antisemitism somewhere in the soul of the people which could not

be extirpated and erupted in violence, which no postefitler Jew could
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| u.‘-,tnsss Hitho‘lttgoing nd i.!.th rage and fmstration.
It did not seem that Kielog was a m§ accident. !ielno
. rather reminded us that old custonms and st.ark igmrw,’ mtm-.d .-
by stubborn prejudices, do not yio_la t-o pol‘!.td.etl docla;'a_f_-inns of :
am regine, ':no nebter how well-intentioned these m’ be. The irate :
populat.im, dln‘aﬁ.uﬂq'd vitltt.hcho.rdahipa of lii'é,- lgnin had tnrnoﬁ | |
AT W R
of the new mta nlg' hmrcdlplprad this lnd Ild’ plmfor a betﬁr
o lf‘utnfe, hutthmus tMW to _g'o'.' i!omhilc, thm was tmion;.' _-
and the Jews wonldbe viotm eifher.‘ct a#orae-lj'.é explosions of physieal
abuse, or of iasting-_apc‘ial-hstﬂity and palit;logl d_ilurinimtioi;'.'
It uaa.Rabbi w&ig"é -'com]_.uaion, stated in writing in his : '
official report, th;t-'theré voui& be a flow of migration to the U. S,
zones of Germany m.amn-a;_ He estimated that of the 160,000 Jews -
then in Poland, some 100,000 would "take to the roads” and WA o
to Austria and Germany within the next twelve months. Hs recommended
that the Am uintain an open border 8o that these new rafugsss con‘ld
find haven. |
He distributed his oﬂ‘ic:hl report in all circles - War o

Department, State Department, determined to share his findings with
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Huhhﬁﬂo#, with our people in t;ha_ States and wﬂ.th the Army. He felt
he must persuade the nilit,aryl.hot to monf@ ot 1 el of
Jewish infiltrees from the East. Knowing that £he em-g-d camps
would soon be jammed with new refugees, he called for the establishment
of new camps. .Themamm-ndJDCmﬂdhavatoaeetoittﬁt
every nemm from the Eut.m igd;_.;d and fed. The Central Committee
Agency pmemel woum l;n to be brow;ht mn -"!;.nl;stixin. in even
mg;r mubou S 2 Ter morale S rarih

Bcrnst.oi.n was deeply ea-nﬂmad that-the DP camps would nn_t
last. They were a lf.qging area, 2 truisit point. Every movement for
freedom must have a final goal. :__ For unﬂmted; resented and persecuted
pecple, the goal is a destinationy a place to live. For our people -
the place was P AR Y- | CWENE R A

i DE Sndmretand Chln Lt aRivily. | T profiie abes,
they pushed towud Paleat,ine;- disregarding detention in Cyprus and
f.ho B-riti?h-blggkadq.

Through constant pmonll mrrtaota ﬁth the ‘top. -.ﬂ.it.uy |
comnand, official d-u-chuin Hnsﬁlngt&n, above all & vilitw.tth

President Harry S, Truman, Rabbi Bernstein was sble to revesl how -
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tragic was the lot of Jewish survivors in Europe. e contributed
greatly to the Army's deeision to -ll_:up the "entrance dﬁq;'; .ta Gumny
open to Jewish il?ﬁlt.mﬁ from the ﬁ:s‘t.. ‘The Jewish Ageney rqlréserltg-
tives, the members of the Jewish Brigade, the Briohn.and Aliyah Bet
found- secret passages to the "exit door” _fm Ezropa._

It wais a tu;‘ning paint 1n modern de.ah hfﬁltoryz displaced, -
uprooted Jm _.:m:gli‘tbfor the_ii_‘ r!.zht t.o Ih’au_ g 'hdu, > :hg Yishuv,
sensing tho app!!‘o_;ch-‘of' It.he ﬁ.m}. hour, st.rnggled _roé];gtﬂ; for tﬁg
right to give t&u this bou l'orthos.-ho were deqﬂ'y 4nvolved in
the cause of our ’iﬁﬁ:‘plO, cwnw pusi.ng dvbro'aght evidence thnt the
great moment of deeiss.on was u:l.thin sight and Irmh. Ih; men in
Jerusalen, 11ving in the center ofwmts, knew by the beginning of
1547 that the contest between the mandatory power and the Jewish
settlement in Palestine had entersd into a last lgqo..

The leaders of the ¥ishuv, as w@l as the:lrasmiutas and
co-workers in Europe and in the Unitst;l' Sb&.cs, imre sébarly aware that
- they would sncceed, because the liﬂng-:to‘me of thh men and wm |
_ dqt_sr_n’:lnatoly pnssiné for an inodi;te ansvar to th.ir duuuﬁ B f_o have

a luven, a land, a state - could .m longer ‘be denied.
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