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ROBERT A.HESS
PLANRINTON BLDG.
MILWAUKEE 3, WIS.

March 11, 1955

My dear Herbert:

Your coming gave us — hope. Your leaving -- a feeling of
despairl}

You once told me that you accepted the Milwaukese post as a
"challenge". Well, in the thm years of your answer to the
"challenge", you have acco ed ‘much; but got. m enough (with
you absent) to warrant ¢ ation of thn pd

A lesser "man" w,ga%%» overwhelmed -~ and we go back to
what was prior to your ng.

submit that this new "challenge
geography or to the rlﬁ er jillited confines of ‘parochialism.
Rather, I see in it a chance to make history and to serve a much

larger segment of your pﬁqpléq.
That is the only con{ort. ‘that somewhat ameliorates.
God give youw strengths
With continﬁ_].ng affection, I am

Yo%'m?/,
[ )

RAH:esg ROBERT A. HESS

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
219 East Kerwood Blvd.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Rabbi Herbert Friedman
40 Beach Ave Aug 4 1954 .
Woodmont,Conn, -y ,

My dear lens hound: ‘ v

Mein machuten ,Meyer Kobrick,said to me,.“6us you can do this
better than | ,will you please write the rabbi and tell him
what a hell of a swell job he did“,

So being even more profane than Meyer | take over:

It was a hell of a swell job, g

¢
Even Tommy Sheridan,who is blase as all get out called me. =~
aside to tell me that he had never heard a wedding ceremony.
so genuine and so wonderful as the one he witnessed Satur¢
evening, y

No wonder all the kids love you..which to me is the
acid test, Youngsters can see through all sham and
fraud and detect the gold from the dross,

A

| shall never forget your co-operatéon at theunfortunate
Ed Rose affair..since which time |I'm blowing a trumpet fo

you on the band wagon... .08
and now the Barbara-Sandy affair e
the trumpet has become a big brass band ..loud as hell Soe
tooting the merits of one yclept Herbert Friedman, ).
We are all a bit humble and inarticulate and | still ;Qﬁk
think Meyer said it best ..it was a hell of a b
swell job,

Cordially

The Marx-Kobrick clan,







MAX MOSKO MOTEL
at the foot of the Colorado Rockies
10210 West Colfax Avenue Lakewood, Colorado
Phone BEImont 3-6541 20 minutes to Downtown Denver
ON HIWAY 40

Air<onditioned. Central hot water heat. Beautiful rooms with tile baths or
shower. Twin and double suites or kitchenette oportments. Solesmon’s Sample
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The world is so full of

|

disturbing news these days..?







Congml‘u/a:ﬁm; _+

and best wishes...

National Bank

OOOOOOOOOOO
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R.GRAHAM WAITT

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Congregation Beth Jeshurum
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

I was privileged to have heard your eloquent address at the
recent Southeast Regional Conference of the United Jewish Appeal in
Atlanta.

All of us who were in attendance at the luncheon session last
Sunday are beholden to you for your graphic and stirring presentation of
the contribution being made towards stability and peace by the State of
Israel amid turbulence in the Middle East.

I was particularly impressed by the courage, forthrightness and
depth of feeling evident in your comments concerning the menace to our
liberties currently exploited by Senator McCarthy. You are probably aware
of the eloquent address made by Archibald Macleish at the opening session
of the Freedom Forum of the Anti-Defamation League. Mr. Macleish has
captioned his speech "The Love of This Land", While the entirety of Mr.
Macleish's speech is a dramatic and moving restatement of the real meaning
of the American dream, the following excerpt is, I believe, of particular
importance:

"America was what had not yet happened but could be made

to happen; what had never yet been found but what a man
might find, It was a possibility. It was openness. It

was a beginning that should never be an end — a road out

- departure: in the larguage we Americans ourselves made
use of in the Declration of Independence, a t. And

a parsuit of what? Of happiness, What is ha ss? A
condition of mnikind — a condition often approached but
never achieved but never despaired of either. And what
corditions? The conditions in which men are no longer mocked
by the discrepancy between the dream — of and the real:

the condition in which a life may be fulfilled. America,
then, was a journey toward mankind — toward the realization
of the hopes of men. It was a belief in the future, tut of
man's future — and a belief therefore and inevitably in man,"






' wmzrch 30th 54

Dear nerbert,

this letter to you was written
in my thoughts a dozen times, I feel it is
a sin of omission not to bring it on pagper----
still up till now I procrastinated, since 1 feel
S0 very inadequate to express what 1 want to say
in just ordinary words.

I don!t want
your outstanding sermon warning usytc stay latent
instead of fighting kcCarthism etc. I have reprints
of your sermon and are sending fhem to many of my
European Relatives and friends to assure them
that we have powerful men to speak up and act,
because they are very very worried about our
political life here. :

I want to write about

your sesrmon that dealt with our own problems.
When L say I agked with every sentence you said-
when L say,like many of my friends felt also, that
you expre:sed my inner feelings as I would have dont
it only L am in no way capable to deliver what |
I feel-in your superb manner--- it is much to |
little-- because what you diq,meant much more to
mel

Bob and + , who often don!t see eye to eye
in matters concerning heligion, Judaism etc, aret”
could not sleep that night because we talked and
talked. At breaktast we started all over again.

o talk about y«




2.

You are dealing with problems on the highest level
and that is the only way it can be done. Inspite
of the fact that you are opposed to the Weltan-
schaifhg of the American Counsel you tried to be
objective, tolerant, understanding and you
fought clean not with blows underneath the belt--
as it is so often done by emotional people who
think they are right and anybody who has a different
opinion is an unworthy character.
I disagree with people who felt this talk
in our synagogue about our own serious problems wad
not necessary. L would say the opposite. Without
it the mudslingingwould have been continued and
many outsiders not involved in our problems would hav
goften more and more a feeling of a great split
among the Yews.
fou said many things in your talk abou
this problem that you had discussed with us in
our adult classes.
4+ personally can!t see why our
differences caunoit be merged. 1 myself beliesve
in the universaiisticlidea-- but I also believe
firmly that we need a homeland from which we can
spread our ideals into the world.
I myself have gone through
many different periodes in my life and 1 dare to
say that + came back to “Yudaism out of deepest
convietion that this religion can be actually
lived and is what I call my philosophy of life.

I come from the small procentaj
ge of German big City Jews who were entirley assimila
ted. I had no Yewish background whatsosver-- then
[ married Lr. Paer-- my second huddband who was
a great scholar, a great scientist and a deeply
religious Yew. Actually atter his death his influence]
was the strongest . 1 have worked very hard on




—————— T ——— —

3.
myself to
become the kind of person and Yew that is genuiibe
and is able to find peace of mind and happiness in
oneself.
4 had reason to HATE. %y people were killed
and many hard things happened to me in my life.
put I realized that HATE warps ones personality
and brings only unhappiness to oneself. I tried
and will alway try not.to hate-- because hate is
anger and auger <y uncontrodled emotion that
makes m nk trrational. Then one is losts---
Your sermon represented Just tris ideal.
It helped me to gof on in the way I am working
on myself.
Many things you have said since you
are our nabhi have nhelped me -- L have to use
picture lanzuaze=- 10 gain strenghth to roll one
more heavp stone from the road that I am travelling--
and as we all know-— many stones block our way.
I am deeply grateful to you for
your attitude of disgussing our problems with us
and by doing so 4 openipg the zates to an understanding-
that nobody will expect immediately-- but it is bound t
to come. iou have performed miracles with this split
and not congenial congysation. You have heiped that
kast respects West and West East. When people say that
you will never iron out different opinions in the
different lewish groups--- its plain defaitism.
You don't want all of them to believe the same thing--
you simply want them to behave like brothers and
not throw dirt at each other. You are a man who
has a mission gnd we here in Wilwaukee are truly
lucky people have a leader like ycu.
Flease excuse the typewriter-
My typing is easier to read than my hardwriting-



4.

ihis letter is-- as L expected it to be-- hiéghly
inadequate--- but I hope it conveys the message to you-
that I feel deeply grateful to be alive right now and
here to be enligk%ned by a spritual leader like you.

V? fondly yours

Z/wé %
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Dec. 24, 1933

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Congregation EmanuEl B'ne Jeshurun
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd.

Milwaukee, Wise

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

As a member of your congregation, I felt it proper to write

to you about a very disturbing matter regarding bad publicity for
the Jews which you undoubtedly hﬁﬁa ;1reddy notede.

Two items hawe appeared in publications this week which give
a highly unfavorable picture ofihSthﬁiblical an4hodern Jewish his-
tory to the peoﬁle of Milwaukee and to the entire nation!.

One is the Dickens version of the events preceding the crucifi.
xion--wiich appears daily in the Jeurnal Green Sheetj the other is
a feature appearing in this week's éigg magazine. The magazine ar-
ticle is Life's concep¥ion of the Arab-Jewish problem in Israel.

The Milwaukee Journal's reasons for selecting the Dickens version
of the crucifixion story are difficult to lmow. Perhaps the editors

o author's

them.
As for the Iuce publication, the Israel story, despite its super-

ficial attempts at being fair to both sides, is in my cpinion a clear



!Q:;koupt by Life magazine to m‘&er sympathy for the displaced Arabs
ﬁnd to put the Isrzelites in a bad light.
I had tﬁﬁught of writing a protest to each of these publications
but wondered ahout the advisability of thiss
~ Would it be more desirable or carry more weight if the rabbis were
to protest singly or as a 'mi;j:fe-'-or do you feel that additional
publicity would only multiply the harm in the case of both articles?

ours




JACK N. EISENDRATH

ATTORNEY AT LAW
3189 PLANKINTON BUILDING
161 WEST WISCONSIN AVENUE

MILWAUKEE 3, WISCONSIN

BROADWAY 2 -1600

September 24, 1953

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Temple Emanu-el B'ne Jeshurum
2419 East Kenwood Blvde.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

This is just.a.mote to tell you that your
message on Rosh Hoshonah morning was one of the best
sermons 1 have heard,

It was courageous, forthricht and masterful in
it organization.

If I can ever be of service in offering what-
ever talents I have in your "social crusade”,
please do not hesitate to call on me.

Sincerely yours,

huee

/ﬁack N. Eisendrath

Qut W%mwmﬂ&m&w;
421&L£LL4/LCL441/ fiﬁaﬁaz,/
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MILWAUKEE PEACT EDUCATION COMMITIRE

In Decemper, 1951 4 group of individuals active in various organizations in the
commnity, all deeply concerned with the state of the world
todzy, and unwilling to accept the theory that was is irs/itable
or that peace is dependent upon preparations for warsg, vefermired
to work together to encourage individual and group exploration of
eraative non-violent means of dealing witn the tensions and evils
that lead to war.

This group is known now as the =ilwaukeé Peace Education Committee. It empnasizes:

1. Streng support of ths United Nations.

2. [Expanded program of Technical Assistance tarocugh the United
Hations to attach those proolems of disease and hunger which
build unrest and constitute basic causes of war.

3. Continued backing of the UN Disarmament Commission in ite
efforts to develop a2 program of universal disarmament.

The purpose of the Milwaukee Peace Education Committes are:

1. To serve as a clearing house for speakers on peace and world
understanding.

2. To foster the formation of study groups and active peace
committens.

3. To maintain an information and referral service with emphasis
on the following:

a. Pertinent legislation.

b, Projects promoting world understanding.

c. Significant educational materials; films, books, pamphlets,
articles, -recordings.

To accomplisi tuese ains, the Committee has already:

1. Conducted a leadership training seminar under the sponesorship
of the American Friends Service Committee on the pampnlet,
Steps to Peace™.

2. Served as a clearing house for discussion leaders on this
pamphlet, "Steps to Peace",

3. Arranged three previews of the Quaker film. Pa Time for
Greatness" for key pecple in the community.

4. Provided discussion leaders for subsequent showings of this
film in churches, organizations and schools.

5. Made availaole for use of study groups, recordings of significant
speakers.



MILWAUKEE PEACE EDUCATION COMMITTEE IN CO-OPERATION WITH
AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE PRESENTS. . ..

A LECTURE AND DISCUSSION BY

Milton Mayer, entitled “Is There A Free Man Today?”

PLACE: THE ATHENAEUM, 813 E. KILBOURN AVE.

DATE: THURSDAY EVENING, 8:00 P. M., OCTOBER 8, 1953

MILTON MAYER. . . .

HE SERVED AS DIRECTOR FOR A NATION-WIDE LEADER TRAINING PROGRAM FOR THE GREAT
BOOKS FOUNDATION AND NOW LECTURES FOR THE GREAT BOOKS FOUNDATION, THE
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION, THE JEWISH PEACE FELLOWSHIP AN THE AMERICAN
FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE.

HE WAS VISITING PROFESSOR OF RELIGION AT WILLIAM PENN COLLEGE, TAUGHT AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO AND WAS TUTOR FOR THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL THOUGHT.

HIS ARTICLES HAVE APPEARED IN "LIFE", "READER'S DIGEST", "HARPER", "THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY",
THE "CATHOLIC DIGEST", ETC. HE IS A CONTRIBUTING EDITOR OF THE " PROGRESSIVE",
THE "NEGRO DIGEST", AND "“FELLOWSHIP",

HE'S BEEN A FREQUENT PARTICIPANT IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO ROUNDTABLE OVER NBC.

HE RETURNED IN THE FALL OF 1952 FROM A YEAR IN GERMANY AS VISITING PROFESSOR AT THE
INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL RESEARCH AT FRANKFURT UNIVERSITY. WHILE THERE HE RECORDED
THE "VOICES OF EUROPE" RADIO SERIES, NOW BEING BROADCAST THROUGHOUT THE
COUNTRY BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTERS AND HEARD
IN THIS AREA ON WHAD AND WMAQ.

HE DOES AN EXCELLENT JOB OF RELATING CURRENT TOPICS OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL
INTEREST TO THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS OF WAR AND PEACE. HE HAS BECOME
SOMETHING OF A SPECIALIST ON GERMANY AND THE PROBLEM OF PERSONAL RSPONSI-
BILITY AS IT HAS PRESENTED ITSELF IN THE LAST FIFTEEN YEARS OF GERMAN HISTORY AND
IN OUR OWN COUNTRY TODAY.

HE WAS A MILWAUKEE TOWN HALL SPEAKER IN |952.

NO ADMISSION CHARGE



JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER of MILWAUKEE

“The Center on the Lake”
§ 1444 N. PROSPECT AVE . . . TELEPHONE MARQUETTE 8-3536
MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONSIN

MAX KARGER, Hon. President
SOL J. KAHN, President

BEN BARKIN, Vice-President
MRS, LOUIS BERNHARD, Vice-President JACOB MIRVISS
EDWARD A. MILLER, Treasurer Executive Director
JULIUS ATKINS, Secretary

GEORGE BOCKL, Auditor

December 29, 1952

Rabbi Herbert Friedman b
Congregation Emaru-Fl B'ne Jeshurun
2119 E. Kenwood Boulevard

¥ilwvaukee 11, Wisconsin

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

With the least possible delay, I wanted to thank you for your
very splendid talk to our Young Adult Croup yesterday afternoon.
Not since the enthusiastic early months of this organization had
they had such a large turnout for/any function not completely
social in nature.

The comments whieh I heard afterward were extremely enthusiastic.
I don't believe there is a singlie YAG member who does not feel
that this was cne of the finest npograms of any kind ever of-
fered to the ‘organization.

For myself, it was also a thrilling experience, as it always is
to hear you speak.s I feel that I must.congratulate myself for

having thought of“asking you to givethis group of young people
their first contact with.Jewishness in any form in the program

of the group.

Thanks again for giving so generously of your time and effort.

Sincerely yours,

Milton D. Speizman
Director, Adult Activities

mds;k '

Affiliated Community Weltare Council of Milwaukee County, National Jewish Welfare Board



ABrRAHAM MELAMED,M.D.

%{5"3, ”11

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Congregation Emanu-El B'ne
Jeshurun

2419 Bast Kenwood Blvd.

Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin

Dear Rabbi:

Hope and I wish to express our very
sincere thanks for the inspiration

and education your leadership provides.
We are indeed fortunate to have you
with us in Milwaukee. '

Hope and I are enclosing a contribu-

tion to the Temple. We would prefer

to have you use it for the music, art
and/or library funds.

With best wishes for your health, I
am

. Cordially,

,/ﬁzzzg__——“"

AM:ad
October 26, 1952



J. LEWIS PERLSON
1631 E. CHATEAU PLACE
WHITEFISH BAY 11. WISCONSIN

November 1llth, 1852
Dear Rabbil:
I would like to see you more. I go tn Sunday
now and I do not seeryou very much.
I hope you tell more stories to the Sunday
School, and I am sure everybody will like you to tell
stories also. I like my class and teacher very much.

I hope I see you soon.

Yours truly,
Jo Lewss Fer(son

J. Lewls Perlson
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LOUIS H. KRETCHMAR. M. D.
2639 N. TEUTONIA AVENUE
MILWAUKEE 6, WISCONSIN

OUR RABBI.

A Rabbi should be first of all

A Jew and that may sound quite odd,

For there have been those who could preach,
But oft preached not the word of God.

He needs of course a stiffened spine,
With courage and the will to lead
His congregation as he thinks

They should be led in word and deed.

Convietions, heaven sent, to be

A servant of the Lord, whose voice
Shall speak of justice, right and wrong,
With no convenient other choice.

With such a Rabbi are we blessed,
Whose radiant soul and righteous view
Bespeaks the attributes above;

But first of all, he is a Jew.

s
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Milwaukee October 28th I952

MRS. ALBERT J. BAER

Vear Herbert,

since I have so seldom the chance to talk to
you I like to write you once in a while to tell you how mueh the
Friday nights mean to me since you are the leader &f our congregation.

Last Friday I took my very dear friend,
Prof. von Neuman to the services . You spoke on the protestant
bible. Mir. von Neuman had lost his wife a few weeks agc. He
is a Christian but does not belong to any church. He was deeply
grateful to me to have taken him to our services. Of ecurse the von
Neumans had attended services with us in the past years but he
had not been in our Tempe® since you took over and changed so
many things for the best.

needless to tell you how muck he enjoyed

your cutstanding sermon and how deeply he loved the musie-- but it
might interest you to know his comment on the Hebrew and mainly
on the Kadish. He , of course does not understand Hebrew. He said
that yogiugiﬁgaﬁifthe prayers in Hebrew and reciting the Kadish
is like er-abst chp inting to him, that engulfs him to the deepest/
emotionally,withoutégg?'concrete forms. He elaborated guite a bit
on this subject but I hate to repeat things not hunderd procent
correctly.

I am certain that you know that quite a few Christian people
attend our services regularly, among them Ralph Tillemala musicprofessor
at The Wisconsin State College where kr. gwon *euman teaches Art.

I also have another interesting experience.
It is easily understood that the people who speak your language in
their beliefs come to hear you regularly, It is quite an aceomplishment
on your part to draw the large group of?fﬁ%ifferent people to
Temple and tc make them want to get aguainted more and more
with the abundence of values that you have to offer--- but that
you have conquered quite a few people from the entirely
opposite camp is close to a miracle to me. Peonle who were
against you and werel leaning towards the council will attend the
dinner tomorrow and I see them regularly at Tempel with happy
faces and changed opinion about the " ZIONISTIC ZAR"™ !!t!ftiit

With fond regards to you and your family

o *’Sém/w/



Milwaukee, September20th 4952
MRS. ALBERT J. BAER

Vear Friends,

I wanted to send you my New Year!s congratulations
in time, but the sudden death of my dearest friend Mrs. Robert von
Neumann and the funeral on Friday prevented me from doing this.

Ever since my husband passed away these were
the most trying days. Bobsie and 1 came to the services
Friday night with a very heavy heart.

It is almost impessible to express in words
what the service Friday night meant to us. I came-- physically
and mentally broken---- and i left with countless riches
and great comfort that strengpened me to a degree that
I am inclined to call it a miracle.

Coming to the synagzogue that night was like
entering a new and other world. The white flowers, the white
robes, the beautiful music and your strong voice seemed to carry
and 1lift me up and out of my deep distress. And then came your
sergmon: ™ And this £ give you my son". The whole congregation
must have felt it was to every individual's son and daushter
whom you were talking to and whom you were concerded about.

To me every word you said meant reassurance and I know that hundeeds
felt as I did. You made me feel that I am on the right way----
that there IS a right way and it is never to late to turn into
the right direction.And those of us who still strulgle-- and most
of us do until death, will feel that there is a definite way to a 1lify
full of meaning, of strenghth, of beauty and reward that
we are so desparately longing to live.
" Let us be true to ourselves always",
This has been and is my motto and was alsc the motto of my
friend who passed away. The adoration and the kaddish for
me that special night was a eontinuation of the last services
for my dearest friend that took place a few hours before at

Wisconsin Wemorial Park.
She was a Christian but she believed



2a

MRS. ALBERT J. BAER

entirely in what we believe-- in our philosophy of life.

I was so thankful that I could rise with the mourners
to pray for her. I was and I am deeply grateful that we have you
as our spiritual leader among us to guide and to help us.

M2y the New Year bring many blessings to
you and your dear family.
Very fondly
yours

ot

P.5. Please forgive the typewriter but you will have
decidedly diificulties to read my German handwriting.



ROBERT A.HESS
PLANKINTON BLDG,
MILWAUKEE 3, WIS,
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RAYMOND L. RICE,M.D.
ZOB CAST WISCONS!IN AVENUL
MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONSIN

INTERMAL MEDICING Sept.ember 30, 1952

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
L4530 N. Murray Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Dear Rabbi Friedman:

Mrs. Rice and I would like to wish you arnd your family a
most happy and successful "New Year."

God grant that you continue to enrich this community and
our temple with your independent and thoughtful leadership.

Si ly yours,



BERNARD B. HIRSCH e
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MARQUETTE 8-2092
TELEPHONES |unqrmm 8-5459

EDWARDE F. PERLSON

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR-AT-LAW
532 EMPIRE BUILDING . . . 710 N. PLANKINTON AVE.

MILWAUKEE 3, WIS,
30th September 1952

Rabbi Herbert Ffiedman,

Temple Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun,
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd.,
Milwaukee 11, Wis.

Dear Herbert:

I shouldn't like the occasion to pass without my
expressing to you my profound appreciation for the en joyment
and spiritual satisfaction I experienced during the past holl-
day season because of your presence. I know that my wife, too,
derived an equal pleasure, so that together we can thank you
for bringing us something that without you would not have been.

You'll recall I mentioned that I wanted to call
you. This letter -- because I find it easier to write -- is in
stead of the call. But whether by oral or written declaration,
I want you to know how thoroughly perfect you made our appreci-
ation of the meaning of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. I should
also like to tell you -- and you're the only one to whom I have
sald this -- that I felt as though I were writing my Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur editorials in The Chronicle to you. I had you
in my mind's eye all the while. I hope they were equal to the
ingpiration.

I've gone along for many years as & Jew only because of
the accident of birth and the attachment to my parents, I cﬁh}med
to be a "good"™ Jew because I was interested in Jewish affairs and
Jewish organizations. But I never felt a deep religiosity over
and above my defense ol Jews, I can't tell you that I am now
converted to become a Chassidic or even a missionary, but I do
want you to know that I felt, in your earnestness of delivery,
in your accent of words, in your intensity of feeling, a new
and deep affection for the services. What little Hebrew I remem-
ber aided me in following your reading, and I felt something that
never seemed to have been there before.

Your sermons were splendlid, honest and courageous =
as well as beautiful., With all the employment of words that I
deal with, I must tell you I never put them together to express
for myself the reasons for the very same action of yours - when
you entered, as I do, in the bedroom of your son to kiss him while
he slept. You sald for me what I never could say for myself and
it was a lovely expression, tender thought and a memorable answer
for why I do i1t. You brought deep emotion and tears to many besides
me.

I hope you won't think me boyishly sentimental; I
only wanted you to know that you are making many people happy.
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Like in my own work, I think that you would like to know how you
are being received. I hope that there will be many more years,
for all of us, that you can bring an intensified and real deep
feeling for Judaism and Jewish living.

My wife and boys joinme in wishing you, your wife and
family all the happiness which the richness of your l1ife deserves.
We hope you'll be with us for many years, each one a happy, healthy
and frulitful one.

Sincerely,

E A



April 26th, 1952

Beloved O'Mine:

I amend my letter to you of last October and am moved go to do
becauge of my experlence =2t our Temple last night.

Ever since you left me, my darling, I have sought gpiritual
comfort and you must bellieve in my effort to find it where one most
naturally seeks it —- his Houge of God -- his Home of Worghip. Believe
too, my much beloved, that on the very Friday after your leaving, and
for better than a month of Fridays thereafter, I attended services with
meticulous regularity, seeking, oh go much seeking relief from the
gnawling, painful lonelinesg that wae my porticn.

I abandoned the effort and wrote you of the abandonment in my

letter of October. ..
‘g

Why? Well, beloved mine, I could "take it" no more. Instead of
surcease and relief, I found irritation. The whole of it left me cold,
stale, flat and unprofitable. I felt 1ll at ease, and if I was cold,
it is because there wasg no warmth either in the Tabernacle or in the
proceedinges. Along with a half dozen or more other mourners, I arose
for the "Keddiegh", mumbled almost perfunctorlly some meaningless jabber
that I did not feel nor understand. There was no color nor connotation
to the whole of it, and I eould not continue a .process go devoid of
capacity to reach me anéd in the reaching, give me some relief at least
for a limited period, gay for the particular Friday of attendance.

And go, as I told you darling, I cgeasced going —- nor did I return
until lagt night. I did not, ag T told you, I would not even attend
the High Holiday Services.

Believe with me, my beloved, I dld not abanden you in my non-
attendance, for I felt, and for that matter still feel much closer
to you when I pay my homage and my love of you at your grave, for
there and then I gpeak with you'dn my own tongue. It hag no form
nor formula. It ie no steriotype to be parroted along with others and
to be repeated in monotony week after week.

I find no solace in pralsing the All High nor in extolling and
hallowing Hls name for either His judgment or wisdom in taking you
away, and 1f I therefor left the Temple, my sweet, I never left you as
I have g0 often and in so many ways already told you.

But, lasgt night a2 complete metamorphosgig. I found a sense of
comfort. I found the warmth. I felt the mystical embrace of my religion
and for the first time in all the time gince first we Joined the
Congregation, I felt a sense of "belonging’ I felt secure and serene;

I felt exhalted; I felt "gafe®, and darling, in thie dismally chaotic
world in which all of us at beat live most precarious lives, we must
have some haven; we cry aloud for sanctuary.



What then, you by now mugt ask, brings about this changing state
in me? Y,u will at once ask too, 1ig thig of lagt night merely expres-
give of a mood, and will it last? Will it continue to sustain you as
last night you insist it d18%? I cannot, of course, prophesy (that is
elwayg dangeroug). I cannot warrant the status quo of the remoter
tomorrows, but beloved mine, i1t is enough to say that if last night
is sample of what lies ahead -- I would be hurting myself the more,
were I not to continue to seek that sense of well being, that Peace
of Mind, that attachment, and that feellng of "belonging" as the
pattern of my being.

And now, I hear you asgk of the detall of this Friday night.
"Surely, there must be something in a 'service'! that go moved you".
And you want to know more, you want me to gsay to you how was yesterday's
Fridsy night different from all the others.

In this, my Sars, in thip; first, in the attendance. There is
the magic contagion of numberg. The Bynagogue is packed to cspacity.
People -~ my people -—- are there not alone to pray for the dead, but
for themgelves. They geek wnat I seek -- "retreat! —- "regpite® --
they seek (as I have gougnt) that nebulous undefinable something that
will give meaning and connotation to thelr very being. They seek, as
1 have gought, their religion; they are not quite gure what their
religion ig. It has been go watered, diluted and fiberlized; it has
been "reformed" to such fine degree thet if has no semblance to almogt
forgotten nostalglas of thelr remembrance through their "Zadas" and
®Babag". But it ig faintly still with them and they eeek (and have
hitherto sought so vainly) identity to whaet wae -- they seek, (I think they
do because I am one of them) —— gome continuity with thelr past; (one
doesn't shake off his heritage because he moves to Shorewocod or lives
on upper Lake Drive) and the more uncertain the times, the more
polgnant becomes this search for this ildentity and this reach for
continulty.

And if we cannot accept 2ll of the ritual of the orthodoxy of
our parents and grandparente, we cannot by the same token find eolace
in what i1e the mimicked Unitarianism.of the average Reform Temple.

Ours, you recall, was just that, and it became so meaningless
and unprofitable, that only a remnant attended -- the "Kaddish" gayers
and the old for wnom "Kaddéish" was around the corner.

Where were the yo end the middle aged? And if they were not
there (and they were not) I insist the fault rested not with them
(for see with me that now they are returned) but with the institution
whoge spiritual lezdership (God Save the Mark!) over the past four
decadeg was that ——

Of a die hard "Reformer", so "Reformed" that all of the real values
of Jewish life were anathema to him, who gloried (and the congregation



shared the glory that he was go very acceptable to the Gentile world,
the perfect gentleman, the perfect lalgson between his unique people
and the Chrigtian world, the interpreter of his people —- in ghort,
the modern versicn of the accepted "Sthadlon" of earlier Jewish
history. A spiritual leader who succeeded admirably in negating the
real spiritual wvaluwesg that are warp and woeof of our unigueness. A
leadership become senile long before that sad state was even failntly
recognized. In fine, a leader who a2trophyed the very font of our
spiritual rescurces and then cried aloud that his Congregation was
congpicuous by ite year round absence.

Nor was the situation bettered when later we added to this
incompetence a2 timid intellectual whose timidlty was exaggerated by
hisg inablility to cope with the already established norm of the
"Elder Statesman®.

And finally, to complete the picture, we harnegsed ourgelves to
an adolescent whoge ready wit and cute Jokeg could hardly substitue
for that religlousity most of us so falteringly sought.

In consequence, what actually happened, my beloved, was that
we had an edifice, an imposing edifice of much brick and mortar and
gtone. We had an edifice whoge etruggling existence was maintained
by a certain inertia. We had the outer trappings, but we were dying
at the core.

But last night, my darling, last night I got glimpse of what
could be and what in my opinion == will be. And here I say at once
that what could be and will be, centers in and about the person of
our newly acquired Rabbi. Anperently, his must have heen an orthodox
background, and as I have so often told you, my sweet, a Jewish
background is much more catholie than the religion of the Jews. It
is not enough to say that we are Americansg of the Jewish persuasion;
it 1s not enough to say ‘that our unigueness (and@ even tnie the o0ld
school tried so hard to eradlicate through an overdeveloped sense of
mimiery) rests alone in the differentiation between our religion
and that of the Gentile. There 1g so mueh more to Jewighness. There
is, for instance, Israel and beforge Igrael, the long struggle to
ereate 1t. There are the hopes; the dreamg that antidate the reality.
There is Zionism wnich captured the imagination of 21l but the
reformed and whiech gave golace and meaning anéd purpceefulness to
g0 many of us.

All this, it would seem to me, 1s part and parcel of the makeup
2nd background of this new leader. He translates for us hig concepte
and hlg valueg of whzt makes for the totality of Jewlgh 1life. And
he givesg us a gervice that ties into what I czlled before our "remem-
brance®. In the first place and for the first time, here comes our
"priest" robed and talliced, and here, for the first time we usher
in the Sabbath with the lighting of the sabbath candleg and recitation
of the accompanying prayer.

Lt the appropriate time of the Sabbath eve service, a "xiddish"
is chanted and the occagion blessed and sanctified. The Rabbl, at the



appropriate moment, removesg the Torah from the sacred ark and with
magnificent pose and polse calls out to the congregation, to his
peovle and to the world the "Schma Yisrael Addonol Eluchano Addonoi
Echiod". At the appropriate moment, from the scroll that is the
Torah, he re=ds the week'g porticn of the "Sedro" and all of this,
darling, all of it becomes reminiscent of what have long ago become
long forgotten memories. This is our service. This belongs alone
to us. It is our heritage; it is in our blood, and during it all,
the Houge of Worship wherein all thie transpires, becomes our dwelling
place, distinguiehed and dlstinguighable at once from that which may
be the Houge of God of any other people or religion.

Therein rests our uniqueneseg and our sense of difference, for
not in mimiery, but in originallity, rests our comfort.

If you say that thig is good theater (and perhaps it is) then I
remind you, my sweet, thet 3t is also good morzle.. If you demur that
religion ig not %o be Judged by symbols and symbollsms, then I must
remind you that our religion as all religions, finds most of its being
within the recegses of our emotions.

I do not stop to rationalize! Too refined rationalization 1is
the death knell of religion! Thege symbolg here eluded to, I like
to think of aeg a part of the embyllical cord that ties us to our
past! Complete severance resgults in ultimate death. I point out
to you that Catholiciem binds its adherents from birth to death with
ite symbols and while we may rationalize that there 1s too much of
it in the one, we were dying for the lack ©of the nurture that is
inherent in at leagt a ' blt of 1t.

You will understand, I am sure, when I tell you that the lighting
of the ezbbath candles reminds me of my Grandmother who with a devout
devotion 1lit them Friday after Friday until her death; reminds me too
of what the entrance of the ¥Malks Shabbog" meant to my grandparents;
how Friday night and the succeeding Saturday gave them peace and how
through thelr devotlon and observance, they shut out all the rest of
a hostlle world.

The "Kaddish" perse may not mean anythinz to me now, I am too
far removed, but you will understand whea I tell you that it tiee me
as no mere intellectual dissertation by 2 Ph.D. in rabbinicsl robe
to my past, to my heritage, to my anticedents, and to my people! Sure,
they are symbollic, sure, they appeal to the emotion. They may be
even vestiges of a too ritualistic past, but without them as was always
the cage under the four decades ahove degcribed, we entered a mausolenm,
not a synagogue, and like all mausoleums, there was a certaln cold wet
dampness that dampened all feeling.

And go, to capitulate, what have we now? We have color, meaning,
we have leadership unafraild, unintimidated. We have at leng last found



regpect four oureslveg. We ceage being apologetic 2nd speak with
stentorian tones of our past, our present and our hopes of the future.
We have finally found form through syrbol. We have at loung last
begun to forge links that tle us to our past and give us that sense
of continulity without which no matter how long we live, we live in a
vacuum.

We have in our new found lesdership discoverzd, and that is
the finsl ncte, comfort, solace, respite, rstreat, cneness, and as
near ae we can find it, a sense of our real brotherhood.

I am convineced that such a pervice as wasg yesterday's will
distinguisgh for me at least a few hours of the evenling from the resgt
of the weeX and willl sustain me as I have never before so adequately
been sustained.

Darling, I want you to ¥know the return of your prodigal. I love
you much and will gs I am impelled so to do, report more.

Your
ECB

ROBERT A. HESS

RAH esg



ROBERT A.HESS
PLANKINTOM BLDO.
MILWAUKEE 3, WIS.

November 5, 1952

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
Temple Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun
2L19 East Kenwood Boulevard
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin

My dear Rabbi:

I return your pulpit copy of your sermon of last
Friday. i

Don' t takne how I fon?._ his morning -- I am bewildered,
befuddled, mdhﬁ:lmd. I Jjust don't ] it -- and maybe,
thiamoming.lnhoﬂmmﬁamtotmoflutnimt
to even try a sober appraisal. )

This morning I feel as MHmldhas come to end.
mianominglfeelthatauofthagg.ggmgoingdm the drain,
and the only hope that I have is that the great American public
will, as it usually does, emt.mll# ro‘u.n some sense of normalcy
becauae for the moment I feel that "nef have lost their reason".

What madness is abroad in the land that will reject
Santa Claus and accept in his stead the storm trooper mentality
of a Jenner and a MeCarthy in the easy conscience of the President
elect. I am just lower than a smake's belly -- and maybe it
were well I sbp at this point -= and I will.

I have asked Mrs. Seelig t.o send me a dozen mimeographed
copies of the endosed sermon. There are a number of out of State
people to whom I want to send the message.

Thanks for its use, and with my best to you as always,

I am
n\

o ’\'(\Ku

RAH:esg
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November 6, 1952,

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman,
Congregaticn Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun,
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard,
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin,

Dear Rabbl Friedman:=-

Please consider this a tardy but sincere expression of
appreciastion for the subject matter, econtext and delivery of
your excellent sermon of last Friday, It would seem to me that
if others, in like position in "Other Mansions" had had like
eourage and understanding, were imbued with a sense of eivie
econsciousness which would outwelgh the usual deéesire to plaecate,
evade schismatic issues, ete, our junior senator (yclspt "Looney
and "Nuttsy" by his schoolday confreres) would have received
enough intelligent criticism, delivered to a sufficient number
of voters, so as to have effseted the outcome this past Tuesday,
Even in our own eongregation, I am positive your words must have
aided some misguided individuals in adjusting their viewpolnt,

"

Both my wife and T have enjoyed both your services and
sermons, all of them, We had a good representation from our
"Great Books" elass toc hear your discussion on the New Protestant
Bible, Some of the eomments were interesting, "It was interesting";
"It was enlightening"; some one who had visited our temple in the
days of Rabbi Sam H., (Olaiv H) and thought our services resembled
e¢losely the Unitarian or C,S, fare, were impressed with"a delightful
change for the better,"

While we are now listed as "New Members" - we are really
"renewed" or "revived" members, having at one time owed a double
allegianee, to Ansche Lebowitz and Emanuel - until your Harvard
assimilationist predecessor and I, -le rejecting in public print
the right to existence of the Jewish War Veterans, etc. ete, =
we parted company, At that, our membership in Emanu-El having
continued thru 2 period which enabled my Ben Yochid (your age almost)
to more than complste his confirmation, I can recall but a few, very
somnolent attendances at some boring Friday night sermons,

I shall and do sincerely regret my inability to attend
domorrow night's service and sermon (due to a pre-arranged convention
of the elan meeting at my home to help eelebrate an unnecessary
birthday celebration (mine)), but, from our view of enjoyment,
mental stimulation - besides that of devout worship -~ ete, ==
the 90 minutes plus at Emanu-El on Friday nite is most worthwhile,
Incidentally, Mamma is propagandizing to the end that we make use
to top advantaﬁe of alternate Tuesday evenings, also under your

auspices, With best #ishes for your continued good health, strength
and ambition to serve and enlighten, Sincerely,



The United Chuech
(Baptist - Disciples)
2906 West Scott Street
Phone: Mlichell 5-8557

MILWAUKEE 15, WISCONSIN '
ODYSS ;ﬂ. KNEECE, November 21, 1952
astor

Rabbi Herbert A . Friedman
2419 East Kenwood Blvd.
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin

Dear Habbi Friedman:z

Thank you so very much for the gracious invitation to attend the
concert end hear Heinrich Schalit. I wish it were so that I could
be there but unfortunately this happens to be of those unusually
busy weeks for me. Our llinister of Music is also in bed end will
not be.able tocberpresent. Howsver, I do want you to know how much
we appreciate this thoughtfulness on your part.

Some time ago I salled your wife to congratulate you on your sermon
regarding MoCarthyism. I thought the mewspaper report was excellent.
1 did the seme thing a few weeks ago and had some most encourasging

resctions. I do regret that the election went as it ddd but expected
it to be that way.

With every good wish to you and with hopes of meeting you, I am

Most sincerely,.yours,

OVKs gg Odygs W. Kneece
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} OUR CHURCH HAS GIVEN OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE
EVERETT W. MAC NAIR

DON A. BEUNDY
ﬁl ] l @l I ASSOCIATE MINISTER
r ROSCOE GRAHAM
PASTOR EMERITUS
HACKETT. HAMPSHIRE, SUMMIT AVENUES

2717 EAST HAMPSHIRE STREET
MILWAUKEE 11, WISCONSIN

CHURCH OPEN DAILY . - = -
T —— ) r
November 3, 1962

TELEPHONE WOODRUFF 41513

The Rabbi Herbert Friedman
11530 N. Murray Aves
Milwaukee, Wis.

Dear Rabbi Friedmans

A memorandum to your children to be placed in your
scrapbook for reading 20 years hence:

e X > -
Cn Friday-evening, “Oct. 31, 1952 your rather preached
a great sermon."

Cordially,

Don A. Bundy

DAB:bk

@7

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED PLYMOUTH CHURCH IN YOUR WILLT






Harry, Frema, Maris
and Joel Pittelman
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WISCONSIN'S ONLY JEWISH HOME PUBLICATION PRINTED IN ENGLISH

%\Wisconsin Jewish (Bironicle

A Weekly Pap For the Jewish'
120 E. DETROIT STREET . . . PHONE BROADWAY 1.2992
MILWAUKEE 2, WIS.

Tth June 1954

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman,
Temple Emanu-Fl B'ne Jeshurun,
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd.,
Milwaukee 11, Wis.

Dear Herbert:

Ada and I are first receovering from the last
blushes of excitement and happiness we felt Sunday during and
after the beautiful Confirmation. So, before we float back
from the heavens and spiritual, and become earthy again, we'd
like you to know how deeply moved and grateful to you we are.

Met me first say, however, on behalf of my wife
and myself, that the entire ceremonies were a beautiful enkindle-
ment of spiritual attachment. I know of no one who was not
stirred by the flow of prayer and symbol, words and music, and
sheer power which wou, the confirmands, and Sol achieved last
night.

I've just re-read what I*ve written, and I don't
know if I've sald what I want to or what we feel. Words are
coming so very hard =-- at a time when I would so want to say
what we have felt. But if words are not coming now, and they're
not, I want you to know that to both of us last night during the
rituals, tears did and each drop was a ton of joy, deep, bursting
gobs of joy.

Boyd dispelled any fear we had. When he finished his
line, Ada's hand gripped my arm with an intensity that I shall
never forget. For myself, I had the feeling of a speeding train
rushing at me, almost in impact with the rushing lines of the can-

tata, and then suddenly the train was past, and Boyd was still
safely on the trestle. I never experienced anything like it. I
don't know how both of us didn't bust with happiness. It was a
little thing, yet it was so big to us, and he met it without
flinching. Out of such things are happiness made, yes?

THE ONLY NEWSPAPER REPRESENTING EVERY JEWISH ELEMENT IN WISCONSIN



WISCONSIN'S ONLY JEWISH HOME PUBLICATION PRINTED IN ENGLISH

“Wisconsin, Jewish (fironicle

120 E. DETROIT STREET . , . PHONE BROADWAY 1.2992
MILWAUKEE 2, WIS.

Page 2.

It was a splendid and awe-inspiring excercise, and you
and Sol deserve all the prédise words can heap upon you both.

The whole Congregation can be, and undoubtedly is, grateful
to you both.

We've got six years now to look forward to Lewis' confirm-
ation, and I am certain they will be years filled with wonder-
ful memory of last night.

Thanks from us both. Life will be a whole lot sweeter for
the both of us because you and Sol and Boyd and the kids in the
class helped to make it so.

Sincerely,

é& (M& @r G&a)

THE ONLY NEWSPAPER REPRESENTING EVERY JEWISH ELEMENT IN WISCONSIN
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