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I!y dear Herbert: 

ROBERT A . HESS 
....... "' .... 0 .. _0 

MILWAUKEE 3 . W I S . 

March ll, 1955 

Your coming gave us - hope . Your leaving -- a feeling of 
despair l 

You once told me that you accepted the Milwaukee post as a 
"challenge" . Well , in the three years of your an.swer to the 
"challenga U

, you have accomplished much, but not yet enough (with 
you absent) to warrant continuation of the pattern. 

A lesser "man l. l!l8Y yet be overwhe1Jled -- and we go back to 
what was prior to your coming. 

As for you, the new "challenge" must be intri6'ling, and I 
submit that this new ttchallenge ll should not be counted in terms of 
geograpqy or to the rather limited confines or parochialism. 
Rather, I see in it a chance to make b.:1.story and to serve a much 
larger segment of your people . 

That is the only comfort that Scw:leVbat ameliorates . 

God give you strength. 

With continuing affection, I am 

RA.H:esg 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
2419 East Ke""ood Blvd. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

ROBERT A. HESS 
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LUCILE D. SHIFRIS 
"'''''''''0101 

?TH.ER GOODMAN HOTELS ,.­
I"Uuo.o.H . "I.AL\ 

01 wrn 

OUTH SHORE V IEW 
7100 SOUl" S"Ollt. OllIV( 

CHICAGO 4 9. lu.I NO I S 

SOUTH SHOH 8 ' 8700 



Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
40 Beach Ave 
Woodmont, Conn. 

My dear lens hound: 

Aug 4 1954 

Me in machu*en,Meyer Kobrick,said to me •• "Gus you can do this 
better than I ,wil I you please write the rabbi and tel I him 
what a hel I of a swell job he did". 

So being even more profane than Meyer 

I t wa s a he I I of a swe I I j ob • 

take over: 

Even Tommy Sheridan,who is blase as all get out cal led me 
aside to tell me that he had never heard a wedding ceremon y 
so genuine and so wonderful as the one he witnessed Saturday 
evening. 

NO wonder al I the kids love you .• which to me is the 
acid test. Youngsters can see through all sham and 
fraud and detect the gold from the dross. 

I shal I never forget your co-operateon at th eunfortunate 
Ed Rose affair •• since wh ich time I'm blowing a trumpet fo 
you on the band wagon ••• 

and now The Barbara-Sandy affair~ 

the trumpet has become a big bras s band •• Ioud as hell 
tooting the merits of one yClept Herbert Friedman. 

We are all a bit humble and inarticulate and I sti I I 
think Meye r said it best •• it was a hel I of a 
sw el I job. 

Cordiall y 

The Marx-Kobr ick c lan. 



(!e.U{44 c... M 1m 
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LOUIS H . KRETCHMAR . M . D . 

~ ... . ~ ... ~ua 

NI,-WAUICU • • W,.co,..SIN 



ROBERT GORDON 
3215.5 ~OfITH !S2ND 5TJII[1tT 

"'ILWAUKE.E. Ill. WISCO"'SIN 

Rabbi He!'bert. A. f r' ..... dman 
241, East Kenwood Blvd. 
Yllwaukee J fiisconsin 

Dear Rabbi , 

April ~2, 19,4 

Great seMDons are rare and rise only from the minds 
of dedicated men who are firm in their belief and nobly 
motivated. 

It was a real privilege to hear j'our eloqJent expression 
of the Credo of a Jew. While achievuento of tho Coals you 
outlined may long in ful!111 ment, the real values that emerge 
t'herefro!Q st.et:! trom the efforts we eryend 'to achieve them. 

I know not how man.r of us will reach the srint.ual st.ar 
you set in 1"I:lr congregational fiI'QalD8n , but. he , "ho inspired 
by your example, charts r.is cou..-se by that star has found 
real peace of z:rlnd . 

Thanks !or a wonderful even.int . 



~~ I~:;~'"~ 
;)'11' f ~~ 
~ ~/ II, '2J t.i., , 



-----
--- MRS LOUJS_ARMAND WEJSFELDT 

39!!1Z NORTti STOWELL AVENUE 

- MILWAUKEE II, WISCONSIN - --



MRS. LOUIS ARM 
3 • . 52 .o.OJrTH ~ND WEISFELOT 

"'t.WAUIt£E II """Wn.L ...... LrocUI!: 
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abbi Friman GetS 
National Council Post 
Jtlbbi Herbert A. Friedman or 

jI'vnple Emanu·El B'ne Je£huMJn. 
2-U9 E. Kenwood bl"d., bas bl!en 
,appGlnW to t..be 
'Ntional rabbin­
Ical coundJ of 
l h e 1954 com­
birwd CIImpaian 
or the Uruon Of 
Am~rlc.n 
Hebrew Cmg:re. 
gation. and the 
Hebrt'W thdtm 
Collqe • Jewish 
lNtnule' c( Jte. 
llgion. The_po 
poinTll"II"nt ....... 
announced 
by Rlibbi Julian 
B. Fit lbelma.n, RolJbi Fri"MOft 
0( Nf!WOrinns. 
LL, nat.JOna.1 chaltman or the 
councIl. The CIImpalgn will ralae 
funds for religious Institutions of 
~rican Rd'orm Judaism. The 
H~bl'('W Union Col~Ke-J-uh In­
stitute of ReliJ}c)n, oldest J_iIh 
hmh);ieaJ colleltt in the United 
tatts. t rains and de\'elOPI Jt'\Io'. 

1&h ~rorm rabbiJ. 



and best wishes . .. 

First Wisconsin 

National Bank 

Of M ILWA U KIE 
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L.AW O~~ICE:S 

M cr KENZIE . KALER & SHU L MAN 
SUI TE 32 1. l e i ."''',,"0 STREET BUIt.O I N G 

ATLANTA 3. GEORGIA 

lIarch 24, 1954 

Rabbi Herbert fioie-.. 
Congregation Beth Jesharum 
Klllraukee I Wiaconsin 

Iloar Rabbi fioie~t 

I was prlrlleged to baTe beard 1'otrr eloquent address at the 
recent Southeast Regional Conrerence ot the United Jewish Appeal in 
Atlanta. 

All or us wbo were in attendance at the luncbecm session last 
Sunda3 are beholden to lOU for loar grapb1e aDd et1rr1ng presentation of 
the contribution being _de towards stabili1;r and peace qy the State of 
Israel amid turbulence in tile lIiddle Ea.t. 

I ..... put1culAr17 i"""" ... d b7 !he courage, forthrightness ODd 
depth of feeling evident in 1'our eOlDllentB concerning the menace to cur 
liberties currentl7 expl.oi ted b7 Sana tor IIcCortq. Iou are protahl7 anre 
of the eloquent address _de b;r Arehl.bsld IIacLoish at the opening session 
of the _edOllt Fo ..... of tile Anti-llof ..... tioD League. 1Ir . II&cLeish hae 
captioned biB speech • 'l'bII Low of Tb:1s La:od"' . While the sntirev of Iilr . 
lU.cLeish's speech i. a draaat:1c and IIOT1.ng restatement of the rea.1aeaIliDg 
of the American dream, the fol1-..g excerpt i&, I belleve, of puticular 
importance : 

".u.rioa was what bad not Tet happened but could be DIlde 
to happen; lfhat had never ;yet. been f'0UDd but wba t a man 
might f1.nd. It .... s a poslSibil.1:~ . It was OpeDM88. It 
was a beg1nn:1ng that shou1d DeTer be an eod - a road out. 
- departure, in the la~e .e Americans ounel ... s lI&de 
use of in the Declra tion of Independence, a purenit. And 
a puren1t of wba t'I Of hal'P1r-.. . lIhat 10 happine.s? A 
condition ot 1lII.dd.nd - a condition otten approached ba.t 
never ach1eftd but never despa.ired of either . And what 
com1 tiona? The eond1 tiona in which men are no lo~er mocked 
b7 tbe discreponc;r between the dream - of and the real. 
the oondltion in which a lite IIlq be fult1JJed. AIIarica, 
then, was a jOtD'ney' toward unk1nd - toward the reallzation 
ot the hopes of meD. It was a beliet in the future , rut of 
un's fUture - and a belief therefore and inevitably in ma.n. 1t 
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-arch 30th 54 

Dear nerbert , 
this letter to you was wr itten 

in my t houghts a dozen times . I feel it is 
a sin of omission not t o bring it on papper - - - ­
still up till now I procrastinated/ sinc e I f eel 
so very inadequat e to express what I want t o say 
i n just ordinary 'Nords . 

I don!t wan~o talk about y c 
your outstandine sermon warnine uS"¥t ~ stay lat. ent 
instead of fighting ~cCarthism etc . I hav e r eprint s 
of your s ermon and are s ending t hem to many of my 
European Relatives and frj~nds to assure them 
that we hav e powerful men to sp~ak up and act , 
because hey are very very worried about our 
poll tical life t ere . 

I want t o wri t e about 
your sermon that dealt with our own problems . 
When I say I a~ed with every sentence you said­
when L say/ like many of my rriends f elt also , that 
you expre 3sed my inner feeli ngs as I would have don 
it ' only 1 am i n no way capable to deliver what 
I 'feelj in your superb manner--- it is much to 
I 1ttle -- becaus e what you aid/ meant m..J.ch mor e to 
me . 

Dob and ! , who often don !t see ey e to eye 
in matters concerniY!g l\el1gion t uudaism e tc , ~ 
could not sleep t hat night because we talked and 
talked . At breakfast we started allover again . 



2. 

You are dealing with problems on the highest level 
and that is the only way it can be done. Inspite 
of t he fact that you are opposed to the Weltan­
schaJng of t he American Counsel you tried to be 
ob j ective, tolerant, understanding and you 
fought clean not with blows underneath the belt-­
as it is so of ten done by emotional people who 
think they are right and anybody who has a differ ent 
opinion is an unworthy character . 

I disagree with people who felt this talk 
in our synagogue about our own serious problems waa 
not neces sary . I would say the opposite. Without 
it the mudslingin9would hav e been continued and 
many outsiders no~ involved in our problems would hav 
got ten more and more a feeling of a great split 
a mong the ,J ews . 

~ou said many t hing s in your talk abou 
t his problem that you had discussed with u s in 
our a dult classes . 

~ personally can!t see why our 
di f ferences cannot be merged. I myself beli~ve 
in the universAlts~icldea-- but I also bel ieve 
firmly that we need a homeland from which we can 
spread our i dea ls into the world . 

I myself have gone t hr ough 
many different periodes in my life and 1 dar e to 
say that ~ came back to ~udaism ou t of deepes t 
conviotion that t his religion can be act ually 
lived and 1s what I call my philos ophy of life . 

I come from the s mall procenta 
g e of German big ~ ity Jews who were en tirley a s simila 
ted . I had no ""ewish background -,yhatsoever -- then 
i marr ied ~r. Daer-- my second huaband who was 
a great sc hol ar, a great scientist and a deeply 
relig i ous ~ew. Ac tua l ly aIter his neath his influence 
was t he strongest • I have worked very hard on 



--- - -+-------- ---

3 . 
myself to 

become the JiCind of l.,erson and ,Jew 
and is able to find peac e of mind 
oneself. 

that i s genuibe 
and happiness in 

1 had reason to HATE. "'"y people were ki l l ed 
a nd many ha:rd things happened t o me in my life. 
but I realized that HATE warps ones personali ty 
and br~ngs only unhappines s to onesel~ . I tried 
and will alway t ry not to hat e-- because hate is 
anger and anger ~ uncontrolled emot i on that 
mak~ s ~ t hink irrational. Then one 1s lostT - - -

Your ser mon r epres ented just tcis ideal . 
It belved me to ~oft on i~ the way I am working 

on myself. 
Many things you have said since you 

are our J.\8b'bi hav e helped me - - 1 hav e to use 
picture language-- to gain strenghth to roll one 
more beavJ stone from the road thet I am travelling-­
and as we all k!'lOW-- many sto~1es block our way ~ 

I am deeply g ratefa l to you for 
y our attitude of disoussing our problems with us 
and by doi~g so , openigg the gates to an understanding­
that nobody will expect immedi ately-- but it i s bound t 
to come . ~Ou have perf~med miracles with this split 
and not congenial cong a ion. You have he lJed that 
~a5t respects West and 'e st East . ~fuen people say that 
you will never iron out ditferent opinions in the 
diff er ent Y eVl~sh groups--- its plain defaitism. 
You don!t want all of them to bel ieve the same thing - ­
you Simply want th em to behave like br ~thers and 
not t hrow dirt at each other . You are a man who 
has a mission ¥ d we here in ~ilwauke e are truly 
lucky people ~ have a leader like you • 

..t'leas e exc\!se the typewriter­
fur t ,ypiM is easier to read than my har.dwri tlng -



4. 
lh1s letter 10- - as I expected 1t to be - - htghly 

inadequate--- but i hop e i t conveys t he message to you­
that I feel deeply grateful to be alive right now and 
here to be enllgtTened by a spritual leader like you. 

Y (J fondly yours 

i;~~~ 
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Taxation is an absolute brake upo 
mercia! development-it is a ball ~ 
of financial progress. 

-WILLIAM RAN 

Power-Drunk Driver 
M:R.. TRUMAN ~d Gov. StevenlOn bve tried In thla cam· 

palgn to bury the record or Sec.ret&ry 01 State DeaD Achuon In 
the deep freeze 01 alienee ~U!e In lbt open It la ruinous to tbllr 
C&\1R. For Acheson Ia lIot only .. person, be Is a polley. 

]n Ilfmselt, in bla WOrdll, in bls d~ 10 hIA uaoctatioru, In hlJ 
put -.nd now, Achuon embodies the New Deal..FaJr Deal atUtude 
toward Communbm here and abroad-an attitude of appusvnent, 
dIlly~yIng, tnmla, lndlttuence, ItupldJly and even support. 

Thf.!l attitude, of whIeb AcheSOn Ie the I'ymbol, hu brougbt 
about lbe wreck or China, the attempt to .... rile on ud abandon 
Formosa. the ulilta.Dce to the Soviet Uolon boIJJ in the Eut and 
the Wert In tta enslavement of mlllloDJI of peoplf, the Ob5tnlCt!OD 
put up here at home to the aurchiD, out of American Communll ts 
in our government, aod the Invitation to Ruallia to push-button tbe 
Kore.a.a War. 

WONDERFUL AND MAGNIFICENT 
KR. TRUMAH bu defended and upheld b.bi Seeretary of 

State on aU count&. lIr. Traman bu called the work or A~&On 
"won4edul" and ·~Icent." Mr. Truman. obstinately rN1!t­
IIIg demands for lbe dlamlssal of Acheson. said on 1an. 25, 1951, 
he eonsldered Acheson "one of the grtatut l@Cretaries of atate 
In our hl5tory," whkb putl; dappe.r De&ll up there wUli Thom ... 
Je.fferson, JohD Ida.nhalJ, Jame. Monroe. and Daniel WebSt.t.r. 

GoY. Steve.naoa 11 a Fa1r Deal candidate. Be baa to be. Thll 
compe.ll the auumptlorr-and SteveDaOn bas aaJd aotll1ng to alter 
It-that he is me·too about. Acbl!Sontsm. 

Tberdore, however agilely Mr. Truman and Gov. StevtnlOn 
try to dodge It, AcheaonlllD-<:ertainl,. u much as McCarthyUlm­
Ls a political wue In tbtl campaign, an 1I1ue of the graven 1m. 
portance. 

Tbe.re!ore. u a poUUcaJ I..uue, It ihnUlcl be dlscw;aed. 

Bence, we litre &lid now dlsc\l.u It. 

Acbe!on aut turneoCl a [rtendly fate toward Soviet JtUllila 
by the pel'llWlion of protll. HIs law tlrm of CovtngtOll, Burling. 
Rublee., O'Brien a:. Shorb, ot Washington, In whIch Acheson wu 
Uated nnW 1M •• and ""bleb Ipeda1izeI hi n:presmUn&: fore.tp 
KQVermnena. WU retained to repfUUlt RUNia., that 11 to ... y, ....... 

Acheson np ..... ntl'd Soviet delegaUonl beJore lbIs nation 
ncognlUd. the St.alln regime In .1933. and was helpful to Ma.xim 
LltvlnoU In negotiations for that neognIUon. When Acheaon 
wa.a being considered fo r Undersecretary or the t rea.sury In that 
year. the late Senator James Couzens, of :M:JcbJgan. headed the op­
poaiUon. The fur wu that Acheson. because of hl.a legal Unk 
to Rwsla. might be pro-CommtllWlt-sorl oC condltloned that way, 
you might aa..,v. 

Senator Millard E. Tydlnp. of Maryland, qUieted the dOubUl, 
and Acheson got the appollltmenL Pruldent Rooaevelt-bere is a 
touch or trony-dedded he W1U a IIQ:bt-.-elgbt and rued him afte.r 
a rew montha. Acheson wu b&ck in the government a.s as!taunt 
aecretary of rtate In U41 and wu promoted to underlecretary 
of It&te In 1941. 



TYDINGS' POLITICA[ OSEDIVE 
IT 18 a double .lug of troo)' that Ac:beloolam. was naponalble 

for Tydlrlgs" political nosedlve 10 19SO. a. was ClefeaUd becallH 
he tried to wbJtewuh th&rgell by Seoator Joe 1Ic:Ca:rt.b, of a Com­
munlrt cUque in the State Department of deb AlgU' mu .... e­
Il member. 

The tra!tor, Alger, lotlg ..... a proteSe of Acheson and 10 
was Alger'. brother Donald. "1 wnt not turn my batk on Alger 
Wn." laid AcbuoD, to t.be sbock of h1I C:OUeagael and the dismay 
of b1a trialda, &C\er JUsI _&II conVicted 10 January. 19M). of per­
Jury. Donald BLu. wbo waa named by Whlttaku Cbambtns .... 
member of tbe Red uaduground-and dealed It-..... ~th Athe· 
.cID lD lbe Stale Depu1..lnent unW 1945. wben Acbuon arranae4 
hlI transfer to ba I ... firm. 

Donald waa uslped dlnct1y by the t1rm to plead for Poland 
tn lM6 wb~ that Soviet .toop .tate .. ked for & loan of 
$tO.ooo,ooo. Aitbur Bllu Lane, the.n amban.dor to Poland, 
aaUd the slate Department In lbe atroDgftt term. DOt to approve 
tha loan.. Aebeaon." actlng .eerd:.a.ry. OfttTUled Lane'. obltt· 
tkma. Tbe 10ab was made and 'WU UMd to fUrthu ow. Soviet 
tyraDIIJ' of PoI&Dd. The profit to tbI taw ttrm was aM,W.M. 
paid ... fee. 

It "'u 1..a.De .mo ue1almed 111 IN', wbaI lDtormed that 
AchuoD bad been made ee<:retary of 1I1.&\e: "God ~p the United 
Stat.efl!'" 

The. a-ndancy of Acbetonlfm ... eolnddent wllb the 
formatioQ of the Acbuon clique. Bea.ldu the BJu Ilnrtbera th1s 
Induded Owen Lattimore. John Carter VlneeDt. LauchUn CWTle, 
J olla Stewart &!nIce. The SItuatiOn ~e eztnmffl diaturblnl 
to • few !DeD, among them..Adolf ". Bule, UIdIt.a.at aecretary of 
.tate. 1938-'44. lD IH& Bule told tbe Roue Un·Amer1c:an Ac::Hvt­
Ues Commlttn of .... cllUereDCe of opbdoD" ill. the department ....... 

The d.itfennce was lbAt Berle dl8tnIstecl Jluuia and her 1110-
U.,.. and tbe Athe.OD-H!u cabal cheruhecl Uurm In wtshtuJ belle!.. 
80 Bule ... tor0e4 out. 

By thi4 time. Achuonllm had embraCtd lbe cause of the 
am_ JtC'Cb except lhat Aqlesonlan called tbem by a prettier 
Dame. They YeN "acranau." eons of the 1Oil, ftgbtln&: for thelt ....... 

VlDceDt became cbld of the DI'ftaIon of ChlDeae Attalra. and 
tJao btad of the Office of J'ar.Eutuft Attatn. cume ..... 1 head 
of tI'Ie F oreign EconomiC:: Adminlstra.Uon. SuvY:e was Achelon'l 
boy In ChIna.. attaelled to GeD. SWWeU'1 .taU, nnW Ambuaador 
Patrlek J. Burley, filled wtth tnto1f:table IlIlgust at Suvlce'. pro­
Red fervttr. aent him pa.cklnC baa. to WuhlDgton. 

laW' the Aeheson eJlq1w tried to palm 6ervfce ott on Ge.n. 
Dooalu II&cArlhw. lIacAttbw, Datura"". would have Done 
Of ..... 

lD J UlIe. 194t!. Service wu Ill'ruted by the FBI III the amen, 
aDd notortoWl AmfTUl& case. Ameraal. was the pro-Com.munlat 
mapztne In the New York offices of which lbe FBI bad lelZed 
more than liOO top .!IeeTet IUld confldenUaJ State Department doeu­
mente. '!'he FBl claimed to ban eVidence of • meeUng of SerVIce 
&tid Communilt q~ta. 

What do you IUppoM happened to SUvJce! 

REINSTATED AND PROMOTED 
THE JUST1CE DEPARTMENT put the c&.!Ie In mothballa. 

Aehuon reinstated Service 8..Ild promoted him. He put Service 
in charge of State Department peponnel in the Fat Eut.. Bervlee 
..... 8 cleared seven Om .. by loyalty revh!w boards WlW in 1951 • 
review board finally booted bim. out. 

In June. 1941, • Senate Appropriatlon. Commtttee Htlt • 
memorudum to Gal. ~rge C. I4.a.nball. t.ben aecreta.ry or ltate. 
llaaJd: 

"It beeomeJ necellarY due to the grAvity of the sltuatlon to 
1211 your attentiOn to • condition that developed and still t10urlahea 
in the State Depa:rt.ment under the administration of Dean AQhellOIl. 

" Il 1$ evtde.ot there ls & deliberate. calcUlated. progn.m being 
carried. out. not only to protect the Communlrt pullOMel in hlgb 
plac:es but to reduce RCW1ty and tnte.lllge.nu proleetJOD to. nUIUt3'. 

"On fOe In fbe department 1.1 • copy of • prel1m.lnary report 
nt the FBI Oil Soviet espionage actMUQ In u.. t1nlUd Statu 



In;k--.. --------------===============---------========~ 
which Involves a large number 01 Stale Department employee, 
aome In high ptI!1lt1on:s, 
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"This report has been chaJlenged and Ignored by those 
charged with the reepon81blllty ot administering the department 
with the apparent tacit approval ot Mr, Ache80n," 

What happened? Nothing, .' 
Thus AChesonlsm grew In power and ewelled In arrogance. 

It tenaciously and ruthlessly undermined lupport tor Chlan, Kal­
shek and opened the gate to Red conquest of China. 

It erected barrier after barrier in the .ay of Senator Mc­
Carthy, Senator Dick Nlson, Republican candidate for Vice presi­
dent; Senator Pat McCarran, Democrat of Nevada, and othere 
In their patriotic eCtorta to dig out American Communllu In gov­
ernment. 

Il fOltered the lOft polley toward Runla In the Uni ted Na­
tions. 

Il approved the Withdrawal ot our troopa from Korea. 
It 80ught to curb the authority of Gen. Douglas MacArthur 

In hla magnificent administration In Japan. 

INVITED ATTACK ON KOREA 
IT SUCCEEDED In breaking h is authority and forcing bla 

recall In his magnUlcenl command In the KOHan war. 
It excluded Korea and Formo8& from our AslaUt defense 

pertmeter (Achellon ', '(leech, Jan. 12, 1950) and thWl Invited 
Stalin to order the Korean war, which he did five months later, 
With the cost, .0 far. ot more than 123,000 American casualties, 
more than 21,000 American dead. 

Would you fla), that AchelOniam 18 an Issue In this e&m.­..... ' 
(BOllfCe.t: "MAY ODD ,ORGIVB UB," /I book <:Ofttal"'''9 

Ihe now IOn/olUJ leiter 0/ Robert H . W. Waloh. Jr., Jlllbilahed by 
HfSfIfY ReflfU1rJl 00., Ohlcago, 1951; "'RIIBDOM'B CASII AGAINST 
DIIAN ACHB80N!' by Fell:.: Wittmer, ,,, the April, 19:;1, "'ftU' 

Ith the of America .. MerCMry Magtuine; JI_ora"lhlm from .BolOlm:t 
lers t h.. S",hmonl', _PlITt 0,," COlllmllnl.!m 01 the N. Y. JourMI-Amerwo,,; 
I Currie, .y""lorluufam 0/ Vk:tor LMk,I. CO-Qldhor of "BBIIDB 0' 
.tur~nB ~.T~B:B::A:':O;N~.'"')~ ____________________________________ ..J 
1.. .... _-"', .... 



Rabbi Herbert Friedman 

Congregation EmanuEl B l ne Jeshurun 

2419 E . Kenwood Blvd . 

llilwaukee , Wis . 

Dear Rabbi Friedman : 

Dec. 24 , 1953 

As a member of your con egation , I felt it proper to write 

to you about a very disturbing matter regarding bad publicity for 

he Jews which you undoubtedly have already noted . 

Two items have ap~eared in publications this week which give 

a highly unfavorable picture of both biblical an~Odern Jewish his­

tory to the people of Uilwaukee and to the entire nat ion ' . 

One is the Dickens version of the events preceding the crucifi ­

xl/ln--wliich appears daily in the Jonr!'lal Green Sheet ; the other is 

a .f'eatllre a,peari ng in this week ' s ~ m.agazine. The magazine ar ­

ticle is Life ' s conception of the Arab- Jewish problem in Israel . 

The ~lwa'~ee Journal's re~SO~3 for selecting the Dickens version 

of the cruci.pixion story are difficult to !mow . Perhaps the editors 
a.utbor's 

~ere na t as se ~ai~ive to th~4nti-:e~i3n tone as we are Be ~ sitive to 

i:hem. 

As "'"('IT !.he Luce ~l.lblicat.lon, the Israel story, despite its su,er­

ficial ~tte~~ts at bein( fair to both sides, is in my opinion a clear 



at tempt ~i:e nacaz~ne to cruster sympathy fryr the displaced Arebs 

and ~o pu~ ~he Is=aelites in ~ bad licht . 

I had tho'icht of -;vritinc a protest to e2.cn. of these publications 

but wondered a.1)O 'lt the advi 3a.bi I i ty o-f' th! 9 . 

~ould it be ~ore desirable or carry oore weicht if the rabbis ~ere 

to !lroteet 51 DEly or as a crOll -- - - or do you feel that addi tianal 

publicity ',10uld o!11y r::rultiply the har%!l in the case of both articles ~ 

Very tru117!JL 
rril 5. Dal1n 
503 S . 75th st . 

West Allis 14 , Wis . 



JACK N . EISENDRATH 
ATrOkNEY AT LAW 

SI_ PlANKINTON .... n..D .... c;. 

I6t ww.sr ""~rN AvaNt/a 

MILWAUKEE 3 , WlSCONSIN 

September 24, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert friedman 
Temple Emanu -el B l ne Jeshurum 
2419 East Kenwood 9 1v de . 
Milwaukee , ; i sconsin 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

This is Just a nole t o tell you t hat your 
message on Rosh Hoshanah morning was one of the best 
sermons 1 have hear d . 

It was courageous , forthrlQht and masterful in 
it organizat i on . 

If 1 can eve r be of se rvi ce in offerinQ what ­
ever talents 1 have in your "soc i a l crusade~ J 
please do not heSitate t o calIon me . 

b~AAd~tt. 
~aCk N. Eisendrath 



EDUCA .. TION CO!2drI"!'F,E 

I II Decemoer, 1951 a group of individuals active in various organizatj one in th!!l 
colll..1i.n.i.ty. all deeply concerned Id t h t he etate of the w{.rld 
t.ocl&ly j1 and ururill..ing to accept the theory tbat "as i s i-::r.1i tahlo 
OJ.' tnat peace is dependent upon preparat ions for ware, (of';!tarmired 
to \Tork together to encourage individual and group expl~ rat lon of 
creative non-violent means of dealing lfitCl the t~n6ions "II{' evils 
'that lead to ware 

Tbis group if! kno~n no'l'l' as the AiilJraukae Paace Education Committee, It emp.aaeizes: 

1, Strong support of ths United Nationso 
2c Expanded progra.:n 01' Tocbnical Assistance tnrough thf- United. 

Natione to attach those proolama of diaease and hunger ~h1ch 
build unrest and constitute basic causes of war. 

J" Contimed backing of the UN DiDarmament Conrnis3ion in i ts 
efforts to develop a program of universal disarmament c 

The purpose of the lI;,J."aukee P.ace Educat10n eo=tt •• .,.." 

I e 10 serve as a clearing house tor speakers on peace and world 
understanding .. 

2G To foster tbA formation of study groupe and active peace 
committen3 ~ 

30 To mainta1D. an Wor::i3.tion and referral service with ~mphasis 
on the following: 

a~ Pbrtin9nt legislat1ono 
b :. Projects promoting world unders~anding G 
C Q S1gnitieapt educational materials; t.ums, books, pamphlets, 

articles,· recordingao 

To accomp11sil th.ese ai:tta , t.OO Committee has already; 

1:. Conducted a leadership training seminar under the spon£orehip 
of the American Friends Service Committee on the parr.phlet. 
·Steps to Peace". 

2" Served as a clearing house for discussion leaders on thia 
pamphlet, "Steps to Peace" ~ 

J., Arranged three previews of t.he tluaker .f'111Oo Ita Time for 
Greatnesslt f or key people in tho comrmmityo 

~ o Provided discussion leaders i'or suosequent showings of this 
1'ilm in churches, organlzatjons and 8choo18", 

, ,, llade availaole for use of study groupe, recordings of s.ignificant 
speakera G 



• • • 

MIL WAUKEE PEACE EDUCA liON COMMIITEE IN CO-OPERA liON WITH 

AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMIITEE PRESENTS .... 

A LECTURE ANO DISCUSSION BY 

Milton Mayer. entitled "Is There A Free Man Today?" 

PLACE, THE ATHENAEUM, 813 E. KILBOURN AVE. 

DATE, THURSDAY EVENING, 8,00 P. M., OCTOBER 8,1 953 

MilTON MAYER ... . 

HE SERVED AS DIRECTOR FOR A NATION - WIDE LEADER TRAINING PROGRAM FOR THE GREAT 

BOOKS FOUNDATION AND NOW LECTURES FOR. THE GREAT BOOKS FOUNDATION, THE 

FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION, THE JEWISH PEACE FELLOWSHIP AN THE AMERICAN 

FRIENDS SERVICE COMMlmE. 

HE WAS VISITING PROFESSOR. OF RBJGION AT WIUIAM PENN COUEGE. TAUGHT AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO AND WAS TUTOR FOR THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL THOUGHT. 

HIS ARnClES HAVE APPEARED IN "LI FE", "READER'S DIGEST', " HARPER", "THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY", 

THE "CATHOLIC DIGEST', ETC. HE IS A CONTRlIUTING EDITOR OF THE" PROGRESSIVE ", 

THE "NEGRO DIGEST', AND " FELLOWSHIP". 

HE"S BEEN A FREQUENT PARTICIPANT IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO ROUNDTABLE OVER NBC. 

HE RETURNED IN THE FAll OF 1952 FRO~ A YEAR IN 6ER~ANY AS ViSITING PROFESSOR AT THE 

INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL RESEARCH AT FRANKFURT UNIVERSITY. WHILE THERE HE RECORDED 

THE "VOICES OF EUROPE" RADIO SERIES, NOW BEING BROADCAST THROUGHOlJT THE 

COUNTRY BY l'HE NATIONAL ASSOCIAnON OF EOUCATIONAl JIiIOADCASTEIiIS AND HEARD 

IN THIS AREA ON WHAD AND WMAO. 

HE DOES AN EXCelLENT JOB OF RELATING CURRENT TOPICS OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL 

INTEREST TO THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS OF WAR AND PEACE. HE HAS BECOME 

SOMETHING OF A SPECIALIST ON GERMANY AND THE PROBLEM OF PERSONAL RSPONSI. 

BlliTY AS IT HAS PRESENTED ITSELF IN THE LAST FIFTEEN YEARS OF GERMAN HISTORY AND 

IN OUR OWN COUNTRY TODAY. 

HE WAS A MILWAUKEE TOWN HALL SPEAKER IN 1952. 

NO ADMISSION CHARGE 



JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER of MILWAUKEE 
"T/u C~"ltr,. III( Lrl~" 

1 ..... N. 'IOSl'ECT AVIi •• • TnEPHONE MAlQUETTf WSU 

MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONSIN 

MAX KARGER. Hon. P, .. ld .... , 
SOL J. KAHN. "'_01"",,, 
SEN IlARKIN. VIQ..f"Hidmr 
MRS. lOUIS SEItNHAITO. Vl-""skMn' 
EOWARO It. MllLEI,. T,_ 
JULIUS ATKINS. s.c..tt ...... 
GroRGE IIOCI(l. .-....nIDI' 

Rabbi Eerbert FriE'Wzan . 
Conrrer,ation Emanu-El Bl ne Jes burun 
2L 19 . Kenwood Boulevard 
"'.i1"lankep. 11, wisconsin 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

December 29, 1952 

With the least Dossible dp.lay , I wanted to thank you for your 
very s-plendid talk to our Young Adult Group yesterday a.fternoon . 
Not since the enthusiastic early months of this organization had 
they had !:ucb a large turnout for any function not cOlnpletely 
social in nature . 

JACOS MIItVISS 
Execull ... DIt_ 

The comments which I heard afterward vere extreme~ entb~~iastic . 

I don lt believe there is a singl~ IAG ~ember who does not feel 
that this was one of the- finest t'lro~ra.""s of a.ny kind ever of­
fered to the organiz.tion. 

For myself , it was also a thr illing exper ience , as it always i s 
to hear you speak . I feel that I must congratulate 1I\Yself for 
having thow;ht. of askiTlJ?: you to t? ve this ~roup of young people 
their rir~t contact vi t1l Jewishness in atliY forn. in thO! program 
of the groun . 

Thanks again for giving 80 generously of your tim ... and effort . 

mds jk 

Sincerely yours , 

~ 
!tilton D. Speizman 
Director , Adult Activities 



ABRAHAM MeLAMED, M . D . 

). ",'i- /111 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
Congregation Emanu-El B'ne 

Jeshurun 
2419 East Kenwood Blvd. 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin 

Dear Rabbi : 

Hope and I wish to express our very 
sincere thanks for the inspiration 
and education your leadership provides . 
We are indeed fortunate to have you 
vi th us in Milwaukee. 

Hope and I are enclosing a contribu­
tion to the Temple . We would prefer 
to have jou use it for the music, art 
and/or lihrary funds. 

With best wishes for your health, I 
am 

. Cordially, 

AM:ad 

October 26, 1952 



Dear Rabbi: 

J . LEWIS PERLSON 

1831 E. CHAT!!AU "L.AC!! 

WH1TI!.~ISH SAY 11 . WlSCON SIN 

November 11th, 1952 

I would like to see you more . I go On sunday 

now and I do not see~ou very much. 

I hope you tell more stories to the SUnday 

Scbool, and I am sure everybody will like you to tell 

stories also . I like my class and teacher very much . 

I hope I see you Boon. 

J. 
Yours truly, 

Lc.cu,".s F1e,. / s .... 
J. Lewis ParIs on 
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LOUIS H . KRETCHMAR . M . D . 

IIII1 LWAUICU •• WI-.coNSIN 

OUR RABBr. 

A Rabbi should be first of all 
A Jew and that may eound qui ~e odd, 
For there have been those who could preach. 
But oft preached not the word of God . 

He neede of couree a etiffened spine, 
With courage and the will to lead 
Hie congregation ae be thinke 
They ehould be led in word and deed. 

Conviotions, heaven eent, to be 
A eerYant of the Lord, whoee voioe 
Shall .peak of justice, right and wrong, 
With no convenient other choice . 

Vi th such & Rabbi are we ble.eed , 
'~08e radiant soul and righteous view 
Beepeak. the attributes above; 
But ftr at of all, he ie a Jew. 



IRVING G . RHODES 
M IL W AUKEE 
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Milwaukee October 28th 1952 

MRS. ALBERT J . BAER 

lJear Herbert , 
since I have so seldom the cbance to talk to 

you I like to write you once in a while to tell you how muoh the 
Friday nights mean to me since you are the leader •• our congregation. 

Last Friday I took ~v very dear friend. 
Prof. \Pon Neuman to the services • You s'Poke on the protestant 

bible. Mr. von Neuman had lost hi. wife a few weeks ago. He 
is a Christian but doe. not belong to any church. He was dee~lY 
~rateful to me to have taken him to our services. Of course the von 
Neuman. had attended services with us in the past years but he 
had not been in our Tempei since you took over and changed so 
many things for the best . 

needless to tell you how much he enjoyed 
your outstanding sermon and how deeply he loved the music-- but it 
might interest you to know his comment on the Hebrew and mainly 
on the Kadish. He , of course does not understand Hebrew . He said 

that yo~~~~~the prayers in Hebrew and reciting the Kadish 
is like ~abst~c!i. Pl'inting to him, that engulfs him to the deepes'i 
emotionallY/without~concrete forms. He elaborated qu1te a bit 
on this subject but I hate to repeat things not hunderd procent 
correctly. 

I am certain that yeu know that quite a few Christian people 
attend our services regularly, among them Ralph Tillem4 / a musicvrofessor 
at The Wisconsin State College where Mr. won 1~euman teaches Art. 

I also have another interesting experience. 

It is easily understood that the people who speak your la~ge in 
their beliefs come to hear you regularl~~~t is quite an aceomplishment 
on your part to draw the large group of~fferent people to 

Temple and to make them want to get aquainted more and more 
with the abundence of values that you have to offer--- but that 
you have conquered quite a few people from the entirely 
oppoai te camp is close to a miracle to me. Peo!'lle who \,ere 
against you and werej leaning toward. the council will attend the 
dinner tomorrow and I see them regularly at Tempel with happy 
faces and changed opinion about the" ZIONISTIC ZAR" !!!!!!!!! 

With fond regards to you and your family 

O~ ~/f(1c/ 



Mi lwaukee, September20th !952 
MRS. ALBERT J . BAER 

Dear Friends. 
I wanted to send you my New Year!s congratulations 

in time, but the sudden death of my dearest friend Krs . Robert von 
Neumann and the funeral on Friday prevented me from doing this. 

Ever since my husband passed away these were 
the most trying days . Bobsie and I came to the services 
Friday night with a very heavy heart. 

It is almost impossible to express 1n words 
what the service Friday niltht meant to us . I came-- physically 

and mentally broken- - - - and i left with countless riches 
and great comfort that strengpened me to a degree that 
I am inclined to call it a miracle. 

Coming to the syn~o~e that night was like 
entering a new and other world. The white flowers, t.he white 
r obes, the beautiful music and your strong voic e seemed to carry 
and lift me up and out of my deep distress. And then came your 
ser/mon: " And this t give you my son". The whole con~regation 
must bave fel t it was to every individual ' s son and daURhter 
whom you were talking to and whom you were concerded ab out. 
To me every word you said meant reassurance and I know that hundeeds 
felt as I did. You made me feel ' hat I am on the riltht way----
t hat there IS a right way and it is never to l ate to turn i nto 
the right direction.And those of us who still strulgle-- and most 
0' us do until death, will feel that there is a definit e way to a lif. 
full of meaning, of s trenghth , of beauty and reward that 
we are so desparately longing to live . 

" Let us be true to oursel ves always", 
This has been and is my motto and was also the motto of my 
friend who passed away . The adoration and the kaddish f or 
me that special night wa s a eontinuation of the last services 
for my deare 3t friend that t ook place a rew hours before at 
Wisconsin wemorial Park . 

She was a Christian but she believed 



2. 

MRS. ALBERT J . BAER 

entirely in what we believe-- in our philosophy of life. 
I was so thankful that I could rise with the mourners 

to pray for her. I was and I am deeply grateful that we have you 
as our spiritual leader among us to guide and to help us . 

Mav the New Year bring many blessings to 
you and your dear family. 

Very fondly 
yours 

P . S. Please forgive tpe typewriter but you will have 
decidedly di f ficulties to read my German handwriting. 
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R AY M ON D L . R ICE , M . D . 

ao. C; .... ..-WI.CO ........ vc; .. uc: 

WIL..WAUKrc: a , W I SCONS'N 

I .. T"" ..... L.. ... "DIC I "" Septetiber 30, 1952 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
4530 N. Murray Avenue 
W.lwaukee, Wisconsin 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

Mrs ~ Rice and I would like to wish you aId your family a 
most happy and successful "New Year ~" 

God grant that you continue to enrich this co::!mu.n1.ty and 
our temple with your iroependent and thoughtful leadership ~ 

lea 



BERNARD B. HIRS[H 
M ANU r:-AC TU RERS' REPRESEN T ATIV E 
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EDWARDE f. PERLSON 
A'I"l'ORNEY AND COUNSELOR-AT_LAW 

632 EMPIRE BUll-DINa ••• 710 N. J' UNKD:TON AVE. 

Mn..WAUKEE 3, WIS. 

30th September 1952 

Rabbi Herbert ~iedman; 
Temple Emanu-El Blne Jesburun, 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd., 
Milwaukee 11, Wis. 

Dear Herbert: 

I shouldn't like tbo occasion to pass without my 
expressing to you my pro1'ound appreciation 1'or tbo enjoyment 
and Bpiritual satis1'action I exparienced during the pa.t holi­
day season because or your presence. I know that my wire, too, 
derived an equal pleasure, so that together we can thank you 
1'or bringing u. Bomething that without you would not have been. 

You ' ll recall I mentioned that I wanted to call 
you. This letter -- because I rind it easier to write -- is in 
stead or the call. But whether by oral or written declaration, 
I want you to know how thorougbly perfect you made our appreci­
ation 01' the meaning 01' Ro.b Hashanah and Yan Kippur. I should 
also like to tell you -- and you're the only one to whom I have 
said this -- that I felt a. though I were writing my Rosb Hasha­
nah and Yom Kippur editorial. in Tbe Chronicle to you. I had you 
in my mind's eye all t he while. I hope they were equal to the 
lnapira tion. 

live gone along tar many years as a Jew only because of 
the accident or birth and the attachment to my parents. I c~1med 
to be a "good" Jew because I was interested 1n Jewish affairs and 
Jewish organizations. But I never felt a deep relig io.ity over 
and above my defense or Jews. I can't tell you that I am now 
converted to became a Chassldic or even a missionary, but I do 
want you to know that I felt, in your earnestness ot delivery, 
in your accent of words, in your intensity of feeling, a new 
and deep affection for the services. What little Hebrew I remem­
ber aided me In following your reading, and I felt sooething that 
never seemed to have been there before. 

Your sermons were splend1d, honest and courageous -
as ... ell as beautiful. With all the amployment 01' words that I 
deal with, I mus t tell you I never put th ... tog"" har to express 
for myself the reasons tor the very same action of yours - when 
you entered, as I do, in the bedrocm ot your son to kiss him while 
be slept. You saId for me what I never could say tor myself and 
it was a lovely expression, ~ender thought and a memorable answer 
f or why I do it. You brought deep emotion and tears to many beside. 
me . 

I hope you won' t think me boyishly sentimental; I 
only wanted you to know that you are making many people happy. 



~. 

Rabbi Priedman 
Page 2 ~ 

EDWARDE f. PERI.50N 
ATI'ORNEY AND COUNSELOR- AT-LAW 

53~ EMPIRE BUILD/..'\"G •.. '110 :S". PLA1'-KI!'TOS AV E . 

MILWAUKEE 3, WIS. 

Like in my own work, I think that you would like to know how you 
are being rece1ved. I hope tha t there wl1l be many more years, 
ror all or us, that you can bring an Intenslrled and r eal deep 
reeling ror JUdaiam and Jewish living. 

My wife and boys Joinme in wishing you, your wire and 
ram1ly all the happiness whicb the richness or your lire deserve •• 
We hope youlll be with us tor many years, each one a happy, healthy 
and rruittul one. 

Sincerely, 



April 26th , 1952 

Bel oved O'Mlne : 

I amend my letter to you of last October and am moved SO to do 
because of my experience at our Temple l ast ni ght . 

Ever since you left me , my darling , I have sought spiritual 
comfort and you must believe i n my effort to find it where one most 
natural ly seeks it -- his House of God - - his Horee of Worship . Bel i eve 
too, my ~uch beloved, that on the very Friday after your leaving , and 
for better than a month of Fr idays thereafter, I attended ser vices with 
meticul ous regularity, seeking , oh SO much seeking relief f r om the 
gnawing , painful loneliness that was my portion . 

I abandoned the effor t and wrote you of the abandonment in my 
letter of October . 

~ '. '. 
tfuy? We l l , bel oved mine , I cou"Id "take it" no mor e . Instead of 

surcease and relief, I found lr!' lt~.tion . T:.'1e whole of i t left me cold , 
stale , flat and unprofitable . I felt ill at ease, and if I was cold, 
it 1s because there was no warmth either in ~he Taber nacle or in the 
proceedings. Al ong with a half dozen or more other mourners, I arose 
for the "KRddiah" , mumbled a l most pe r functori l y aome rreaningless Jabber 
that I did not fee l nor understand . The r e was no color nor connotation 
to the vmole of it , and I could not continue a process so devoid of 
capacity to reach ~e and in the r eaching , give me some r e l ief at least 
for a limited period, say fo r the par ticular Friday of attendance . 

And so , as I told you darling , I ceased going -- nor did I return 
until last night . I did not , as I told you , I would not even attend 
the High Holiday Service • . 

Bel ieve ,·,rith Il"e , my be l oved , I did not abandon you 1n my non­
attendance, for I felt, and for that matter still feel much closer 
to you when I pay my homage and my love of you at your grave, for 
there and thp'1 I speak wi th you in my m·m tongue. I t has no ' fcr!4 
nor formula . It 19 no steriotype to be parroted along v,l th others and 
to be repeated in monotony week after week . 

I find no solace in praising the All High nor in extol ling and 
hal lol"!i!1..g Hls name for ei ther His Judgment" or ,"llsdom 1n taking you 
away , and if I therefor left the Temple, my sweet, I ~ever left you as 
I have 80 often and in SO many ~-lays already told you. 

But , last night a compl ete meta~orphosi8 . I found a sense of 
cOl!!fort. I found the >rar mt h . I felt the cystical embrace of rry religion 
ant for the fi r st time in al l t he time since first we joined the 
Congregation , I fe l t a sense of "bel ongi ng" . I fe l t secure and serene ; 
I felt exhalted; ! felt "safe" , and da~l!rrg , in this d1e~Ally chao t ic 
worl d i n which all of ue at best live most precarious lives, we must 
have some haven ; we cry aloud for sanctuary . 



What then , you by nOl" must ask , br1!'.t;3 about this cha.J"1.g1ng state 
1n me? You viII at once ask too , is th1s of last n1ght mer ely expres­
sive of a mood , and will it l ast? Will it cont1nue to BUstain you as 
l ast night you 1ns1st 1t did? I cannot , of course, propheey ( that is 
elweys dangerous) . I cannot warrant the statue quo of the remoter 
tomorrou6, but beloved mine , 1 t 1s enough to say that if last night 
is sample of whB.t lies ahead - - I l:ould be hurting myself the more, 
were I not to continue to seek that sense of well being, that Peaoe 
of Mina , that attachment , and that feeling of Ibelonglng n as the 
pat tern of my being . 

And now , I hear you ask of the detai l of this Friday n1ght . 
"Surely , there must be something in a ' servioe ' that sO moved you" . 
And you want to know more, you want me to say to you how was yesterdey ' s 
Fr1day n1ght different fro~ all the others . 

In this , my Sara , 1n this; fi r st , 1n the attendan ce . There is 
the ~agio contagion of number~ . The Synagogue is packed to capacity . 
People - - my people -- are there not alone to pray for the dead , but 
for themselves . They seek ,that I seek - - "retreat" -- "r espite" --
they seek (as I have Bought) that nebulous undef1nabl e so~eth1~ that 
will give meaning and connot atIon to thei!' ver} being . They seek , as 
I have sought , the ir r el!gion; they are not quite eure What their 
re11g10n is . I t has been so water ed, d1luted and f1ber11zed; 1t has 
been "reformedu to 6uch fine degree that it has no semblance to almost 
forgotten nostalglas or their r emembrance through their lZadas" and 
'BabaB' . But it iB faintly st1l1 w1th the~ and they seek (and have 
hitherto sought so vainly) 1dentity to >that "as -- t!1ey seek , (I think they 
do because I am one of them ) -- some cont1nuity with their past ; (one 
doesn ' t ~~e off his heritage beceuse he moves to Shorewood or lives 
on upper Lake Drive) and the more uncertain the times , the ~ore 
po1gnant becomes this search for thi s identity and this reach for 
cont1nuity. 

And if we cannot accept all of thp. ritual of the orthodoxy of 
our parents and grandparents ) we cannot by the same token find solace 
1n what 1s the mimicked Un1tarianism of the average Ref~rm TemplR. 

Ours, you reCAll, was just that , and it bec~e sO meaningl ess 
and unprof1table , that only a re~nant attended - - the "Kaddish d eayer s 
and the old for whom dKaddish l was around the corner . 

Where 'iere the Y0llllS' and the middle aged? And if they were not 
there (and they were not) I insist the fault rested not "!ith them 
(for Bee ,-,ith me that now t hey are r eturned) but with the 1nstitution 
whose sp1ritual leadership (God Save the l-lar k ! ) over the past four 
decades was that - -

Or a die hard "Reformer ", gO "Refor med" that all of the r eal values 
of Jewish l ife were anathema to h1m , who gloried (and the congr egation 



shared the glory that he wae SO very acceptable to the Gentile world, 
the perfect gentleman , the perfect 1a1s80n between his unique people 
and the Christian worl d, the interpreter of his people - - in short, 
the modern version of the accepted rlSthadlon" of ear lier Je\'!ish 
history. A spiritual leader wao succeeded admirably in negating the 
real spiritual values that are warp and WOof of our uniqueness. A 
leadership become senile l ong before that sad state \'ras even faintly 
recognized . In fine, a leader \-lho atrophyed the very font of our 
spiritual resources and then cried aloud that his Congregation \'las 
conspicuous by its year round absence . 

Nor was the situation bettered when later we added to this 
incompetence a timid intellectual whose t imidi ty \'las exaggerated by 
his inability to cope with the already established norm of the 
"Elder Sta tesman' . 

And :finally, to cOl!lpl ete the picture, He harnessed ourselves to 
an adolescent whose ready "!i t and cute Jokes could hardly substi tue 
for that religiousity most of us sO feltcringly sought . 

In consequence, what actually happened , my beloved, "'Tas tha t 
we had an edifice , en imposing edifice of much brick and mortar and 
stone. \,le had an edifice whose struggling existence was maintained 
by a certain ine~tia . We hed the outer trapping s, but we were dying 
a t the core. 

But l es t n1ght , my darling , last n1ght ! eot glimpse of w~at 
could be and what in my opinion -- will be. And here I say at once 
that what could be and "ill be, centers in and about t he person of 
our ne\'1ly a cquired Rabbi . A!'lPe.rently, his must have been an orthodox 
background , and as I have sO often told you, my sweet, a Jewish 
background is much more catholic than the religion of the Jewe . It 
is not enough t o say that we are Americans of the Je\"ish persuasion; 
it is not enough to say that our uniqueness (and even this t ne old 
school tried so hard to er~dicate thro~h an overdeveloped sense of 
mlrricry) r es te alone in the d1ffer entiation betl'!een our religi on 
and t hat of the Gentile . There is SO much more to Jewishness. There 
is, for ins t ance, Israel and before Israel , t he long struggle to 
create it . There are the hopes, the dreams t hat antldate the r ea11ty. 
There is Zionism which captured the imaginati on of all but the 
r eformed and which gave solace and mean1ng and pur posefulness to 
eO many of us . 

All this, it would seem to me, i8 part and parcel of the makeup 
and background of t his new leader . He translates for us his concepts 
and his values of what makes for the totality of Jewish life . And 
he g ives us a serv1ce tr.a t ties into what I called befor e our Ilremem­
brance ". I n the first place and for the first time , here comes our 
'priest" robed and t al11ced J and he re, for the first time we usher 
in the Sabbath with the lighting of the sabbath candles and r ecitation 
of the accompanying prayer . 

At the appropriate tiffie of the Sabbath eve service, e "kiddish" 
is chs.nted and the occa sion blessed and sanctif1 ed . The Rabbi, at the 



appropriate moment , r emoves the Torah from the sa cred ar k and with 
magn i f icent pose and po ise calls out to the congregati on , to his 
peopl e and to t he ,Torld the 'Schm!l Yisrael Addono1 Eluchano Addono1 
EchodM• At the appropriate moment, f r om the scr oll thet 1s t he 
Torah , he r eads the ~leek l B porticn of t he "Sedro" and all of t his, 
darling , all of it becomes reminiscent of ,·!hat have long ago becorr:.e 
long forgotten memories . This is our service. This belongs alone 
to us. It i s our heritage ; it 1s i~ our bl ood , and duri ng it all , 
the House of \'!o r sh1p wherein all this transpires, becomes our dwelling 
place , distinguished and diet i ngU1shabl e a t once f r om that tihi ch [)'lAY 
be the House of God of any other peopl e or r eligion . 

Therein rests our uniqueness and our senae of difference, fo r 
not in mimicry, but in originality, r es ts our comfort . 

I f you say that this 1s good theater (and pe rhaps 1t 1s) then I 
rerrind you , my sl,eet, t he t 1 t is also good morale . If you demur t hat 
r eligion is not to be judged by symbols and symbol isms , then I must 
rem1nd you tha t our r e11g1on as a ll r e11g1ons , f1nds most of 1ts be1ng 
wi t h in the recesses of our e~otions . 

I do not stop to r ationalize ! Too refined rational izat ion is 
the death knell of re11g1on! These symbol s here eluded to, I 11ke 
to th ink of as a part of the embyillcal cord that ties us to our 
past ! Complete severance results in ul timate death. I point out 
to you that Cathol icism binds its adherents from birth to deat h with 
its symbols and t.,hile we may rationa lize that there 1s too much of 
1 t in the one , we \~ere dying for the lack of the nurture that is 
ir~erent in at leest a bit of it. 

You 'toii ll understand , I am sure, when I tell you that t he lighting 
of the sab:,qth candles reminds me of my Gr andz.other \!ho with a devout 
devotion lit them Friday aft er Friday until her death; reminds me too 
of what the entr ance of the 'MaIka Shabbos' meant to my grandparents ; 
how Friday n1ght and the succeeding Saturday gave them peace and how 
through their devotion a nd observanceJ they shut out all the r est of 
a hostile world. 

The t1 Kaddish ll perse :lay not mea.n anything to me nOl") I am too 
far removed , but you wi ll understand when I tell you that it ties me 
as ~o mere intellectual dissert a tion by e Ph . D. i n rabbinical robe 
to my past , t o my heritage , t o my anticedents , and to ~y people! Sure, 
they are symbol11c , sure, they appeal to the emot i on . They may be 
even vestiges of a too ritualistic !Jast , but ",i t hout them as \'las al,,;ays 
the case under the four decades above described, we entered a ~usoleam , 
not a synagogue , and like all IfI.auBoleurns , t here tias a certain cold we t 
dampness that dampened all feeling . 

.And 80 , to capitulate , what have \,le now? \'le have color, meaning , 
tore have leadership unafrai d , unintimldated . VIe have at l ong l ast fOll..'ld 



respect f~ur ourselves. We cease being apologetic end speak with 
stentoria n tones of our past , our present and our hopes of the future . 
We have f1nally found foro through sYJ!:boL Ite have at long last 
begun to forge li~~B that tie us to our past and give us that sense 
of continuity without which no matter how l ong lie live , we live in a 
vacuum. 

We have in our new found leadership discove~ed , and that 1s 
the f1nal not~. comfort , solace , respite , retreat , c~eneBs , and as 
near a8 lie can find it. a aenee of our real brother hood. 

I am convinced that auch a service as was yesterday ' s will 
dist i nguish for me at least a few hour s of the evening from the r eat 
of the week and will sustain me as I have never before 90 adequately 
been sustained. 

Darlint;, I \-lant you to kno\." the return of yo ur pr odigal. I love 
you much and '1:111 as I am irr.pelled eo to do , r eport more . 

Your 

BOB 

ROBERT A. HESS 



ROBERT A . HESS 
......... .....,.0 .. -...0. 

MILWAUIlEE: 3 , W I S 

November 5, 1952 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Temple Emanu- El Blne Jeshurun 
2419 East Xenvood Boulevard 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin 

I\Y dear Rabbi: 

I return your pulpit copy of your sermon of last 
Friday. 

Doni t ask me how I reel this morning -- I 
betuddled, and bewitched. I j ust don ' t Wlderatand it 
this morning, I aJII too close to the current of events 
to even try a sober appraisal . 

am bewildered, 
and JlI~beJ 

of last night 

This morning I feel as though ~ world has Come to end . 
This mOrning I teel that all of the gains are going down the drain, 
and -the only hope that I have i s that the great American public 
w1..ll., as it usually does, eventualJ.y regain sOIDe sense of normalcy 
becau88 for Ute moment I Ieel that limen have lost their reason". 

What aaciness is abroad in the land that v1lJ. reject 
Santa Claus and accept in his stead the storm trooper aentality' 
or a Jenner and a McCa.rthy in the ea:sy conscience of the President 
elect . I am just lover than a snake ' s belly - - and maybe it 
were well I st>p at this point -- and I will. 

copies 
people 

lam 

RAH:esg 

I h3ve asked Mrs . 
of the endosed sennon . 
to whom I wan t to send 

Seelig to send me a 
there are a number 

the message. 

dozen mimeographed 
or out of State 

'nlanks for its use, and with my best to you 8!1 alw~sJ 

Very a ~yo~., 



· , 
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I. 
RUPPA 6. BORTIN 

~o .. .... W ...... 

SELL!: BO"T',. R .......... ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
471K1 NORT .. LAKI: DRIVi: 

"'II..WAUkU II . W". 

November 6, 1952. 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, 
Congregation Emanu- El Blne Jeshurun, 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard, 
Milwaukee 11 , Wisconsin. 

Dear Rabbi Frledman:-

Please consider this a tardy but sincere expression of 
appreciation for the subject matter, context and delivery of 
your excellent sermon of l ast Friday. It would seem to me that 
if others, in l ike position in "Other Mansions" had had like 
c ourage and understandIng, were imbued with a sense of civic 
consciousness which woul d outweigh the usual desire to placate, 
evade schismatic issues, ete .. our junior senator (yclept "Looney" 
and "Nuttsy" by his schoolday confreres) woul d have received 
enough intelligent critiCism, delivered to a sufficient number 
of voters, so as to have effected the outcome this past Tuesday. 
Even in our own congregation, I am positive your words must have 
aided some misguided individuals in adjusting their ViewpOint . 

Both my wife and I have enjoyed both your services and 
sermons, all of them. We had a good representation from our 
"Great Books" class to hear you r discussion on the New Protestan' 
Bibl e. Some 01' the oo::nmenta we r e Interesting. "It was interesting"; 
"It was enl ightening"; 80me one who had visited our temple in the 
days of Rabbi Sam H. (Olaiv H) and thought our services resembled 
closely the Unitarian or e.s. fare, were impressed wlth"a delightful 
change for the better. " 

While we are now l isted as "Mew Members" - we are really 
"renewed" or "revived" members , having at one time owed a doubl e 
allegiance, to Ansche Lebowitz ~nd Emanuel - unti l your Harvard 
assimil a tionist predecessor and I, -he rejec ting in public print 
the right to existence of the Jewish War Veterans, etc. etc . -
we parted company. At that, our membership in Emanu- El having 
continued thru a period which enabled my Ben Yochid (your age almost) 
to more than compl ete his confirmation, I ean recall but a few, very 
somnolent attendances at some boring Friaay night sermons . 

r shall and do sincerel y regret my inability to attend 
'omorrow night ' s service and sermon (due to a pre-arranged convention 
of the elan meeting at my home to help celebrate an unnecessary 
birthday celebration (mine », but, from our view of enjoyment, 
mental stimulation - besides that of devout worship -- etc . --
the 90 minutes plus at Emanu-El on Friday nit. is most worthwhile. 
Incidentally, Mamma is propagandizing to the end that we make use 
to top advantage of alternate Tuesday evenings , a lso under your 
auspices. Wltli best .ishes for your continued good ealth, st ength 
and ambition to serve and enl ighten. Since;r~e~l~Y=.::=x~~~~~~~~? 



ODYSS W. KNEECE, 
PtlSiQr 

(&Plisl . Diu';pttJ) 

2906 West SCott Street 
Phone: MJtcbdl 5·8S57 

MILWAUKEE 15, WlSCo.'lSlN 

Rabbi Herbert A • Friedman 
2419 East Kenwood Blvd . 
1i11 .. ukee ll~ i'iisoonsin 

Dear Rabbi Friedman : 

November 21, 1952 

Thank:: you 80 very laUoh for the gracious invitation to attend the 
concert and hear Heinrich Schalit . I wiah it were so t hat I eould 
be there but unfortunately this happens to be one of those unusually 
busy weeks for ne . lanister of Musio 1s also in bed and will 
not...be .. able ... to ... be~ pre se.nt . However , I do want you to kD,ow how muoh 
111'8 a p reo i ate this thoughtfulness on your part . 

Some time ago I ulled your wit'e to oongratula te you on your sermon 
regarding Koesrthyimn. I thought the newspaper report was excellent. 
I did t he same thing a few weeks ago and had. s ome most enc ouraging 
react ions . I do regret that the election went 8S it dad but expected 
it to be t hat way. 

With every good wish to you and with hopes of meeting you , I am 

Most sincerely .yours , 

QWA ' gg 
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c:>fUItOl 0 101:,. O AILY 

HACKETT. H"'''' P SHIRE. SU"'''' IT AVI:NUI:S 

2717 EAST H ..... 4PSHIRIE STReET 
M1L.WAUICEE II . WISCONSIN 

Uovel!lber 3, 1952 

The Rabbi Herbert Frie~ 
4530 Ii . Hurray Ave . 
Uilwaukee , Wis . 

Dear Rabbi Friedman , 

A oenorandum to your children to be placed in your 
scrapbook for reading 20 years hence : 

liOn Friday eveni.n.g, ()ct . 31, 1952 your fatber preached 
a eat semon. " 

Cordially, 

~~ 
Don A. Bun«y 

DAB ,bl, 

HAVI: YOIJ II I: .U". I!III:O IOLYMOIJT>i C:"IJIICH IN YOIJII WILl..T 

O(VI:III<TT W ..... e "AlII .. ,", ...... 
DON .... . U"IU· 

.... oel .. TE " ' H'Rn. 

1I0SCOl: G ..... H ..... 
.... nG. 1: .. ".,,,,. 
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Season's 
Greetings 

Harry, Frema. Maris 
and Joel Pittelman 
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WISCONSIN'S ONLY JEWISH HOME PUBLICATION PRINTED IN ENGLISH 

120 E. DElROn STREET • • • PHONE !1I0AOWAV 1·2992 

MILWAUKEE 2. WIS. 

7th June 1954 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman , 
Temple Emanu- Fl Bl ne Jeshur un , 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd., 
Milwaukee 11, Wis . 

Dear Herber t: 

Ada and I are first receovering from the last 
blusbes ot excitement and happiness we felt Sunday during and 
after the beautiful Confirmation . 50 , beto r e we f l oat back 
from the heavens and spiritual, and become earthy again, we ' d 
like you to know how deeply moved and grateful to you we are . 

Met me fi r st say, however , on behalf ot. my wife 
and myself, that the entire ceremonies were a beautIful enkindle­
ment of spiritual attachment. I know of no one "ho was not 
stirred by the flow of prayer and symbol, words and music, and 
sheer power which ~ou, the confirmands , and Sol achieved last 
night . 

I ' ve Just re- read what I ! ve written, and I don't 
know if I ' ve said what I waut to or What we teel . Words are 
coming so very hard -- at a tirae when I would so want t ·o say 
what we have felt . But if words are Dot coming now, and they ' re 
not , I want you to know that to both of us l ast night during the 
rituals, tears did and each drop was a ton ot joy, deep, bursting 
gobs of joy. 

Boyd dispelled any fear ~e had. When he finished bis 
line, Ada ' s hand gripped my arm with an intensity that I shall 
never forget . Fo r mysel f , I had the teeling of a speeding t r ain 
rushing at me , almost in impact with the rushing lines ot the can-
tata , and then suddenly the t r ain was past, and Boyd was still 

safely on the trestle. I never experienced anything like it. I 
don ' t know how both of us didn't bust with happiness. It was a 
l ittle thing , yet it was so big to us , and he met it without 
tlinching . Out ot Buch things are happiness made, yes? 
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It W&8 a splendid and alie-inspiring excercise , and you 
and Sol deserve all the pr aise worda can heap upon you both. 
The whole Congregation can be, and undoubtedly 1s, grateful 
to you both . 

We lve go t six years now to look ~orward to Lewis' contirm­
ation , and I !UD certain they w1l1 be years tilled with wonder­
ful memory ot last night. 

Thanks from us both. Lire will be a whole lot 8weeter tor 
the both ot us because you and Sol and Boyd and the kids in the 
c1as8 helped to make it 80. 

Sinc erely , 
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