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Tentetive Frogram

Mid-West OBEXREX Conference
American Christian ranlestine Committee
Friday, November 19th and Saturday, Hoveuwber 20th, 1954

Thene:

Ereakfast
Theme:
Chairman:

Invocation:
Speakers:

Discussion

Theme:
Chairman:

Speaker:

Discussion

A Symposium
Theme:
Chairman:

Digeugsants:

A Symposium
Theme:
Chairman:

Discussants:

Estel Morrison, Chicago
ISRAZL; BETVEEN BAST AND VEST

Friday Hornins Sessiong

"The Spiritual Significance of Israel Reborn"

Dr. John Coert Rylaarsdam, Associate Professor of Cld
Testament Theology, The Federated Theological
Faculty, University of Chicago

Rev, William K. Rupgell, S5t. Louis

Dr. Thomas Kepler, Professor of New Testament, Graduat¢

.~ Sehool of Theology, Oberlin College

Rabbi Herbert Friedman, Temple Emam-El B'ne Jeshurun,
Milvaukee

"By “hat Hight? - An Historical Feview"

Dr. James Luther Adans, Frofessor of Religious Ethics,
The Federated Theological Faculty, University of
Chicazo

Dr. Carl J. Friedrich, Professor of Goverament, Earvars
University

Friday Afternoon Sessicns

"The Near Zsst Today: The Arab Lands and Israel”

Dr. Victor Cbenhaus, Associate Professor of the Church
in Agricultural and Industrial Life, The Chicago
Theological Seminary

William Bender, U.S5. Soil Congervation Service

Roy Siemiller, General Vice-President, AF of L Inter-
national Association of liachinists

Virgil Van Street, formerly prosecutor at the Furemburg
War Crimes Trial, General Counsel of ECA in
Shanghai, and Legal Counsel and Folicy Advisor of
the U.S. Operations lHission in Israel

(Others to be announced)

"The Unresolved Issues"”

Prof. Albert H. Villiamg, Executive Director, Associate
Collezes of 1llincis

Rev. Karl Baghr, Executive Director, ACPC

Robert A. Orant, lawyer and ex-Congressman, South Bend

Jack- Harr, formerly with Information Service of the U.f
Embassy ip Israel

(Others to be announced)

Film Review -~
"Israel, Land Reborn" ..icsecsseceee an &, Tyler Hull production
"Report From the Jear East - Foint Mour .. & Julian Bryan production

Chairman:
Theme:
Invocation:

Dinner Hgeting

Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, Chairman, Executive Council, ACF¢
"Fhe Prospects”
Hev. Summer Hartin, Indianapolis

Speakers:Rev, XAXXNXXMAX Virgil Van Street
Rev. XS0GOOOIROOECONNCOXENY Earl Bachr

Dr. &.mgd lsd!. ¥riter and lecturer
-

Saturday Mornming Varkshov Session

Breakfast
Chairmans:
Invocation:

11:30 Adjournment

Elsie Jensen, Director, Field Operations, ACPC
Rev. David Cole, Chiecago
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November 4, 1954

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Temple Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Dear Herb:

We are all looking forward to our Mid-West Conference
to be held in Chicago at the Hotel M rrison, November 19
and 20,

In order to prepare for the Conference, we need to have
200 to 300 words, as soon as possible, -- quotable quotes
as it were —- for publicity releases. Should you have
your speech completely typed by the time of the Conference,
obviously we would appreciate a copy atl that time. However,
you need not feel that you must have your speech completed
tefore sending us the 200 to 300 words.

Enclosed is a copy of our tentative program.
With all good wishes, in which Carl Voss Jjoins, I am,

Cordially yours,

KB:hh Karl Rashr
Enc, Executive Director



SPIRITUAL SICNIFICANCE OF ISRAEL REBORN

Nothing is more difficult for man to find today than a sense of
the meaning of his life. New philosophies have arisen which exploit
his despair and even further reduce his rapidly dwindling stock of
individual hope. The world appears to be a thoroughly hostile place,
unylelding, and even the religious disciplines are developing & mystical,
neo-orthodox approach which casts the eye to the beyond, skipping the
here and now. All of this leads to the conclusion that the spiritual
erisis of our age 1s to give meaning onceé more to the value of indivi-
dual effort and the worthmhiiannta of individual aspiration. The
greatest task of religion and philosophy is to reassure individual
man that his life ean be spent with dignity and purposiveness.

Within the framework of this, the general moral problem of our
day, can be discovered the true and abiding spiritual significance of
Israel's rebirth. For if Israel has done nothing else, it has remade
and refashioned thousafids upon CHSUSSISNOr mumey Deings, giving them
full depth and dimensions =as free human personalities. Cpinging and
fearful creatures, beaten down by centuries of persecution in Moslem
lands, have now learn=d the full meaning of the dignity of free human
existence. ©Duropean Jews, wnose values and faith were subjected to
awful testing in Hitler's crucibles, are now slowly recovering con-
fidence, love and hopeiin Israel reborn. If one man 1s saved from
confusion or despair, ﬁ spiritual gain is registered.

This achievement 1s not confined only to Jews who live in Israel,
or yearm to go there., Even for the Jew in the free western world,
who is not likely to emigrate, Israel's rebirth has spiritual significance.

It means for him that he 1s provided with an altrulism which can compete
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with and reduce the excessive materialism of our age. In helping

Israel from afar, this free western Jew is serving a cause which

can consume his energles, channelize his thoughts, exploit his noblest
instincts, Any cause capable of inducing a man to live according to

his highest potentialities is certainly of supreme spiritual significance.
And Israel has been just that to the western Jew.

Lastly, it would appear that Ispeel's rebirth has spiritual
significance for the non-Jewish world as well, For all men can be
enheartened by a victory of the spirit wherever they see it occur.
Israel's rebirth is not merely the vindication of Biblical or religious
idealism, It is also an indication that the human heart and soul
can bear tragedy for long periods without breaking, can sustain an
ideal for a long time without losing patience, can overcome material
obstacles of the strongest magnitude, and can ultimately bring a dream
to reality by sheer force of will, If the human heart and soul are
capable of this, and the rebirth of Israel 1s a modern miracle which
seems to indicate they are, then man can have hppé_ror other cherished
goals. Demoecracy can be spread, war can be avolded, social Justice
can bring its blessings to the multitudes, religion can become & real
force in the life of people., The spiritual significance of Israel's
rebirth, as far as the general world of men is concermed, is to strengthen
the bellief that man's soul can give wings to his deepest yearnings
and enable them to socar freely toward accomplistument. This is &

tremendously important message for today.
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