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AR NEW YORK NY NOV 16 1954 530PIIE 

RABB I HERBERT FR I EllIIAN. TEMPLE EIiANUEl BNE J£lIURUN 

34}1 NORTH LAKE DR 

CONFLICTING ENGAGEMENTS ON PART OF OUR LEADERS 

THROUGHOUT THE IIID WEST R£lIULTED IN AN INADEQUATE 

RESPONS ,E AND THUS IIiPELLED CONFERENCE COIIIIITTEE TO 

POSTPONE CHICAGO MEETING UNTIL A LATER DATE. DEEPLY 

REGRET THIS INCONVENIENCE TO YOU AND DISRUPTION OF YOUR 

SCHEDUliE. WILL PHONE YOU WEDN£lIDAY. BOTH OF US THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR WILLI NGNESS TO SERVE. KIND oREGARDS 

KARL BAEHR C.ARL HERMANN VOSS 

548P 



Tentative Program 

Mid- W.et 1lJimB Conference 
~ican Christian ralOGtine Coccdttee 

Fr Id.ay . Uovember 19th and saturd.o.y I Nov8U1ber 20th , 1954 
~te1 t·~rri8on . 011~&O 

Friday Ibrni~~ Ses,10nl 

8:45 - 10: 45 Breakfant 
Theme : "?he Spiritual Slenificance of Israel Reborn" 
Cho,lrrcan: 

Invocation : 
Speakers: 

Discussion 

11:00 - 12:15 Theme: 

2 :00 - 3:00 

3:00 - 4:00 

4:00 - 6:00 

Chalrmoln: 

Sp..ur: 

Discussion 

Sympo s i U!i'I 

Theme : 
Chairman: 

Di GCUGSant s: 

~l.. SytJPOsium 
'!heme : 
Ch.ai roan: 

Discussants : 

Film Review 

Dr . John Coert Rylaarsdam, Aesociate Professor of Old 
Testament iheolob"Y, Tho Federated Theolol;ical 
Faculty, Uni'/ersl ty of Chi cago 

Rev . l'/illiam K. HuBBell , St . Loul0 
Dr . Thoens Kepler , Professor of lIeu ':'estam(;nt, Graduate 

School of Theology, Oberlin College 
Rabbi Herbert Friedman, Te~plo Emanu- El Bl ne Jeshurun, 

Hil \Taw.e e 

dBy ~n3t Rieh tl -- AD Historical Review" 
Dr . James Luther Adans, Professor of Religious Ethics , 

'l'he ?ederated TheoloGical Faculty , University of 
Chic860 

Dr . Carl J . Friedrich . Professor of Govertut-ent, Harvar( 
Uni ver sity 

Friday .~..:fternooD Sessions 

"The l:ear East Toda.y: The ilrab Lands and Israel!! 
Dr . Victor Obcnhaus , Aosoc1ate Professor of the Church 

in ":"g:ricultural 1lnJ. ludustriel Life , The Chicago 
Theologi cnl 5f>mir.8.1'Y 

~1illi ao !lender . U. S. Soil Con~ervD.tion Service 
Roy Sieciller. ~nerD.l Vice-President , AF of L lnter

!'!.ational ":"ssocil1tlon of ll.achin1sts 
Virgil Van Street , for~rlr proaecutor at the Hureroburl 

-~ar Crimes Trial , Gtoneral COllesel of :=:CA in 
ShanOlDi . nnd Legal cOunsel ~nd Policy Adn sor of 
the U. S. Operations HinioD in Israel 

(othf'rs to be announced) 

"The Unresolved Issues ft 

Prof . Albert K. ~111iac9 . !OCecutlve Di r ector. AssociatE 
Colleges of llliLOis 

Rev , Karl Baer.r, Executive 'Director . ACPC 
Robert A. Grant , la~er and ex-ConsreGs~~ . South Bend 
Jack- Harr , formerly 'c.'it.h Information Service of the U. S 

Embassy 1n Israel 
(other s to bo announced) 

"Israel , land Reborn" .. ,. ,. " _' .• •• an A. 
"Report From the Near East - ?otnt l'our 

Tyler Hull production 
a Julian Bryan production 

6: 45 

9: 00 

Olclrman: 
Theme: 
Invocation! 
Speakers : Be ... . 

Dreakf'ast 
Chairman: 

Rn . 

Invocatio.n; 

11: 30 Adjournment 

Dinner ~ieetiM 

Dr . Carl Hermann Voss , Chairman, hecutive Council..ACPf 
"The Prospecta ft 

Rev . Suener ~~t1n , Indianapolis 
%JxtJ\ltJI Vi r Gil Van St r eet 
ila!I.UXIllXYJYlXIlIllVDi Karl Il&<hr 
Dr. Sherwood %d~ , Writer and. l.e ctur.r 

.II • .II • 

Elsie Jensen, Dir ector, Field Operations , ACPC 
Rev . David Cole , Chicago 
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fOUNDERS AND HONOIAn CHAIRMEN 

Dr. Hlnty A. A,.i".on 
b ... 0,. Jolin Hoynl. Holme, 

CO·CHAIRMEN 

Hon. OWln S,ew,,", 
Rn . 0.. Dani.1 A. 'oling 

VICE·CHAIRMEN 

Dr. Scm ... 1 G .. y Inmo .. 
Hon. Ir .. i"'ll M. I ... ,. 
Ho ... Wo".n G. lIIogn".o .. 
Cho..ulior Da .. ill L. Manh 
Ho ... Jo •• ,.J. W. Mottln. Jo. 
Ho ... John W. Mce",....". 
Woh., , . bulh., 
" ..... S ......... , W.II •• 

SECRETARY 

M ... H.I ... G .. h .. I1"" Dou~!G , 

CHILDREN'S MEMORIAL fOREST 

0... .. How .. ,d M. L.Sourd 
Choi, ..... n 

o.ECUflVE COUNCI ~ 

Dr. C .. ,I H.'mo .... V .... 

C""i' ..... " 

Dr. o.w., And.""" 
"01. Slring/.Uow Bo" 
............ , •• 'oddy 
Rev. D •. E"""", S. B .. ck. 
Hon. 0.<0' Cho ....... n 
Or. lII.uq,," W. Child. 
II .... KII,I II.. C"'wo,,,,,, •• , 
8ottl.y C. C ...... 
h .h •• G.o.o* e. ~ .. rd 
" . .... . Cho,I •• K. Gilb,,, 
'.of. S. Rolph Ho,low 
..... I>onold Horr;nlllO" 
H....... H ..... " H. H .. ",p"" " 
b ... David R. Hu",., 
101... s.,~. l(ou ..... i.1ky 
Or. ond IIIn. Wllh., C. Lowd.r ... ilk 
Hon. Th.odoro • . Mde.leli,. 
D.on « ..... o. M.lby 
Edll"r "", .. I Mow,", 
P.of .... "hold Nilb"h, 
o.on fl.""",. CI .. rk 'oU ... k 
.Qb.rt E. Sm',h 
..... Dr. .olph W. S ........... 
Hon. fted •• ick L. SUOn\l 
' .... f . '0 .. 1 Tllli,h 
..... Dr. Eo.1 Holli .. Toml in 

" ... Cho,'.' J. Tu .. k 
0. . Pi.". .."" , ......... 

fOUNOU5 "'NO OffiCERS 
NOW O!CUSfO 

Wlm .. m Gf"" 
Dr. 'r .... ' I.k O. Ke .. h .... 
Se'1I" Ko" ..... 'uk, 
'l'Of. Ed ..... ,d C. Liftd • ...., .. 
ei,lI"" f." ... i. J . McCo ...... 1I 
Philip 1II .... oy 
Doa .. CI .. veI. Sp.ou •• 
Thorno. 5U9fl11 
Hon . Ma",k. 1. Tobl .. 
Ho". Arth ... H. 'o' .. ....!o..l> ... \1 

Hon. RQb. .. W. WOII ...... 5<. 
MG.y WoolI.y 

• \lU .... )· Hili 1 ' '''11- • -- / J.!oved to 
~71 Park Avenu'" 

/. Suite 7;; 
Wew York 22 , N. Y. 

November 4, 1954 

Rabbi Herbert Frl'~ 
Temple Emanu-El B'ne JeBhurun 
Milwaukee. Wisconsin 

Dear Herb: 

fnCUTIVE OIRECTO. 
t ... . 1C0.1 ...... '" 

w. are all looklnc forward to our Mid-West Conference 
to be held i n Chic8"o at the Hotel Morrison, November 19 
and 20 . 

In order to prepare for the Confluence, we need to have 
200 to 300 Yorde, al .oo~ ae pos sible, -- quotable quote. 
ae it were -- for public ity relea.es. Should you bave 
your speech completely typed by the time of the Conferenc., 
obvloualy ...... would appreciate a copy at that time. However, 
you need not reel that you must have your speech completed 
before eendinli: U8 the 200 to 300 words . 

Encloeed 10a copy of our tentative proeram• 

',:,'1 th all <:ood wiahe., in which Garl Von jOins, I am, 

Cordially yours. 

;f{2 
n:hh Karl :Baehr 
Ene. Ex-cutive Director 



SPIRITUAL SIONIFICANCE OF ISRAEL REBORN 

Nothing 10 more d1t'ficul t for man to find today than a sense of 

the meantng of his life . New philosophies have arlsen whlch exploit 

his despair and even fUrther reduce hls rapidly dwindling stock of 

individual hope . The world appears to be a thoroughly hostile place, 

unylelding, and even the religious dlsclplines are developing a mystical, 

neo-orthodox approach whlch casts the eye to the beyond, sk1PPing the 

here and now . All of this leads to the ooncluslon that the splritual 

cr1s1s of our age 1& to give meaning onoe more to tbe value of Lndlvl

dual effort and the worthwhileness of individual asplratlon. The 

greatest task of re11g1on and philosophY ls to reassure 1nd1v1dual 

man that his life can be spent with dignity and purposiveness . 

Wlthin the framework of tbis, the general moral problem of our 

day, can be dlscovered the t~e and abld1ng spirltusl slgniflcanoe of 

Israel's rebirth. For lf Israel bes done notning else, it bas remade 

end refashioned thousands upon thousands of human beings, giving them 

full depth and dimensiOns as free human personalities. Cringing and 

fearful oreatures , beaten down by centur1es of persecution 1n Moslem 

lends. have DOW learn~d the full meaning of the dl~ty of free b~ 

eX1stenoe . European Jews . wbose values and faith were BubJected to 

awful testIng in HItler's oruc1bles, are now slowl.y recovel"1.ng con

fidence, love and hope 1n Israel reborn. If one man 1s saved from 

oonfusion or despair , a spirituel geln 1s reglstered. 

Th1s achievement 1s not conf1ned only to Jews who 11ve in Israel, 

or yearn to go there. Even for the Jew in the free western world, 

who i s not likely to em1grate, Israel's rebirth bas spiritual signiflcance. 

It means for him that he is provided With an alt~i.m which can compete 



- 2-

with and reduce the exoess1ve materia11sm of" our 8,ge. In helping 

Israel from afar, this free wester.n Jew 1s serv1ng a cause which 

can oonsume his energies . channelize his thoughts, exploit his noblest 

i nstinct. . Any cause capable of induo1ng a man to live according to 

his highest potential1t1es is certa1!lly of supreme spiritual sign1n"snce. 

And Israel has been Just that to the western Jew . 

Lastly, it would appear that Israel's rebirth has spiritual 

significance for tile non- Jewi sh wOJ;'ld as well . For all men can be 

enheartened by a victory of the spiJ;'it wherever they see it occur . 

Israel's rebirth is not merely the v1ndication of Biblical or religious 

1dealism. It 1s also an ind1cat1on that the human heart and soul 

can bear traged~ for long per10ds w1thout breaking , can Bustain an 

ideal for a long t1me wIthout 10Bing patlence, can. overcome mater1al 

obstacles of the strongest magnitude , and can ult1mately bring a dream 

to realIty by sheer force of w111 . If the human beart and soul are 

capable of th1s , and the reb1rth of Israel Is a modern m1racle "hich 

aeems to indicate they are , then man can have hope for other cherished 

goals . Democraoy oan be s~read , war can be avoided . social Just1 ce 

can br1ng 1ts blessing. to the mult1tudes , rel1giQn can beoome a real 

force 1n the 11fe of people . The spirItual s1gnif1cance of Israel ' s 

rebirth, as far as t he general world of' men 1s conoerned , is to strengthen 

the belief that man's soul can give wings to h1s deepest yearnings 

and enable them 1><> soar freely toward accomplishment . This 1s a 

tremendously 1mportant message for today. 
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