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POST-ELECTION REACTIONS

As was to be expected, the results of the elections to the American Jew-
ish Conference are being energeticelly discussed in the Jewish press through-
out the country. The methods employed, the munner im which the elections were
conducted, the delegates chosen and the issues focing the Coaference are the
subjects of numerous editorials and special srticles.

While the majority of the Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish press evaluates the
elections as a significant event in Jewish life and lauds the effort to give
expression to the will of the Jewish public, some publications allege that the
elections were conducted in meny districts on a partisen basis and have caused
bitterness, strife and disunity. The defeat of some distinguished local lead-
ers who have for years headed commumity affairs, has been ascribed in part to
the operation of cumulative voting and in part to the operation of "pressure
groups," meaning well-organized Jewish political and socizal bodies which ob-
viously had at their disposal cdequate machinery.

Some commentators go so far as to predict the failure and doom of the
Conference beczuse of the sharp division of views and the absence emong the
delegates of local leaders who have for yeers rendered invalusble service.

The latter extreme view is not shared by the great mejority of Jewish perio-
dicels, which emphasize that for the first time since the last war an oppor-
tunity has been given to the orgenized Jewry of American and to all those who
are willing to associate themselves with the Jewish effort to solve post-war
Jevish problems, to take pert in the election of representatives who will be
sovereign in adopting histeric decisions effecting the lives of millions of
Jews. WNor do the majority of periodicals share the view expressed in some
quarters that the Conference should not be held at 211 on the ground that such
& convocation would be untimely and harmful. As hundreds of articles and edi-
torials have pointed out, it is now that the Jews of the world are facing the
mogt cerious crisis that has confronted them in their leng history.

The fact that almost 25,000 electors, representing 2 multitude of Jewish
orgenizations, political, cultural and social, participated in the balloting
serves as the best evidence thet the communities whole-heartedly responded to
the call issued by the Committee for the Orgzanization of the Conference. Whet-
ever bitterness was caused by scme election upsets was less noticeable in the
larger Jewish centers where preliminary discussions and considerations of prob-
lems took place.

Examination of the designaticn ef electors sent in to the Board of Elec-
tions by the local election districts eand regions clearly evidences that most
of the elections were definitely conducted in the spirit of unity, and that a
fair copportunity was given to 21l groups and shades of opinion in American Jewry,
and that all did participate.

Examinetion of the returns shows thet every shade of opinion and every or-
genized group will be represented in the Conference. The circumstance that
some locel leaders moy be ebsent in no wey supports the allegation that the Con-
ference vhen assembled will not represent the entire American Jewry as far as
it finds expression in organized Jewish bodies.

That delegates belonging to verious narties or groupns will unite on the
basis of 2 definite program does not necesserily mean that the deliberatioms
of the Conference will be conducted on strict party lines, or that more strife
and friction will be the result. To judge by the various statements issued by
the members of the Executive Committee, representing different and even oppos-
ing views, it is the wish of everybody concerned to conduct the Conference in
2 spirit of fair pley and the fres exchange of views, with unity ag the ulti-

mete poal.
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It should not be overlookad that the election machinery was set up in re-
cord time, and represents the first attempt in 25 yeers to introduce & demo-
cratic principle in the conduct of Jewish affairs, While shortcomings were
inevitable the results are, to a prest degree, gratifying cnd the experience
gained will no doubt serve to imorove the orocedwre when the next opportunity
ar sest

When the full list of the elected delegates and their organizational af-
filiations, as well as the number of grouns thet have participated in their
elections are mede public, meny of the cbjections ruised will eprear to be
baseless and unfounded.

A

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING; SEATS TO NATTIONAL
ORGANIZETIONS ALLOCATED; PROGRAM COMMITIEE SET UP.

During & session vrhich commenced on July }4th and wes concluded in the
late afternoon of July 15th, the Executive Committee for the Crganization of
the Conference received reports of the result of the elections, discussed
errengements for the Conference, vhich is tc convene on August 29th to Sep-
tember 2nd, end a&lloccted to nrtionel membership orgznizeticns the 125 seats
which were reserved fcr them,

It wes decided to sppoint an Orgenizetion Committee which, in consulta-
tion with a Committes to be compused »f the representatives of vorious group-
ings as raflected in the results »f the electiims, shculd prepere ond recommend
t> the Conference ¢ plen of srganizstion for the Conterence when it reets.

The Conmittee consistas 5f Meesre. Louis Lipeky, Allen Strcock (alternate -
Morris D. ¥eldmen), Henry Monsky (elterncte - Meurice Bisgyer), Herman Shulmen
and Louis Segel,

It was uncnimously egreed that as soon as the Gonference convenes the
guthority of the Executive Commit%se is to be considered as concluded and any
further governing bodies ehuzll ba selected by the deleggtes at the Conference,
in acecrdence with the principle governing the American Jewish Conference.

The report of the Nationel Election Board, by Léuis Lipsky, revealed that
approximately 25,000 electors, chogen by orgznizrtions and groups representing
more than 1,500,000 members of more them 6,000 local Jewish organizations, cast
their ballots in the clections of delegates, Of the 375 delegates to be chosen
by the electors, 374 were elected, the remainimg delegate still to be chosea at
an electicn in Worcester, Mess., delsyed because of local conditioms.

The report cn allccation of delegates to the national membership orgeniza-
tions was the subject of r lengthy diseussion, &g & result of o desire to apply,
es far as possible, the primciple of perity in the allocation of peats to.pa-
tional membership orgepizeticnz. In censequence, organizations which were pre-
visusly, tentatively graunted four seats will dow receive only three. A number
of new organizations vere allocated zeate to the Conference on the besis of
size of membership and progrem of Jewish life. All of the 125 seats reserved
for national membership crgarizotions were cllocated. (The complete list is

to be found cn pege ¥ of this Bulletin),

Rabbi Milton Steinbers reaorted on tha esctivities of the Preliminary Studies
Committee and geve en cutline of the propcsed survey of the problems facing
European Jewry. After s thorourh snslysis it wes proposed by the Committee thet .
the work of the Research Steff cover the folloving seven distinct areas:

1. Rescue in Territoriss under 2xis Domination. 2. BRelief in Transitionsl
Period. Z. Paliticsl gnd Social Status., 4. Economic Reconstruction.

5. Migration end Colonization. 6. Jewish Rights to Palestine. 7. Jewish
Representation in the Post-war Vorld,

There will be enother meeting »f the Executive Committee prior to the
convening of the Conference early in Zugust.

FHHRHHLEHEEEEE
LATEST ELECTION RETUENS
(Sixth Report)
Plainfield, N.J. (Mcrris-Somerset-Unicn) Region
Fdward Sachar
New Haven, Comn, Election District Qskland, Calif. Election District

Louis Sachs Harry J. Sapper
Rabbi Louis Greenberg ,
Max Livingston
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ALLOCATION OF DELEGATES TO NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

At a full session of the Executive Committee for the Organization of
the Conference, the allocation of 125 delegates was mede among the nationmal
membership organizations participating in the Conference. The allocation is
as follows:

ORGANIZATION NUMBER OF DELEGATES

American Federation for Polish Jews, Inc.
American Federation of Jews from Centrel Europe
American Jewish Committiee

American Jewish Congress

American Jewish Congress - Women's Division

B'nei B'rith
B'nai B'rith - Women's Supreme Council

(4N ] 9 09 €A =

Central Conference of American Rabbis
Council of Jewish Fraternal Federations

Free Sons of Isrs=el

Hadassesh

Hepoel Hemizarachi of America
Hashomir Hatzair

Histadruth Ivrith, Inc.

Independent Order Brith Abraham
Independent Order Brith Sholom
Independent Order Brith Sholom of Bzltimore

= A HHHMN M (<] ~

Jewish Educational Orgenizations (3 groups)
Jewish Lsbor Committee and Affiliates

Jewish National Workers'! Alliance

Jewish War Veterans

Jewish War Veterans Ledies Auxiliary

Jewish Writers and Journalists (2 organizatiuns)

- HN(R(‘NSH

League for Labor Palestine

Mizrachi Organization of America
Mizrachi Women's Organizetion of Americe

Netional Council of Jewish Women

National Council of Young Israzel

National Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs
of the United Synazgogue of Americe

Nationel Federation of Temple Brotherhoods

Nationzl Federation of Temple Sisterhoods

New Zionist Organization (Revisionist)

2] HoOdHE o (< N}

Order Sons of Zion

Pioneer Women's Organization
Poale-Zion -~ Zeire-Zion
Progressive Qrder of the West

Rabbinical Assembly of America
Rabbinical Council of America

Union of Americen Hebrew Congregttions

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations-Women's Brench
Union of Orthodox Rebbis

Union of Sephardic Congregations, Inc.

United Galician Jews of America

United Roumanian Jews of America

United Synegogue of America

United Synagogue of America - National Women's League

B HHEMFEFMNNDOWG o f RO R

Youth Organizations (13)

Lo T

Zionist Orgenization of America

7/16/43
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DELEGATES TRUE CHOICE OF COMMUNITIES

"It is eminently fortunate that the elections to the American Jewish Con-
ference resulted in most commumities in ¢ landslide for those devoted and cap-
able servents of the Jewish public who heretofore had beoen pushed into the
background by certein vested interests. Scenning the lztest elsction resunlts
as we go to press, we feel confident that the American Jewish Conference will
have a liberal infusion of the "new blood" of leadership for vhich we have been
clamoring all too long.... Although the elections to the Americen Jewish Con-
ference were conducted in 2 meunner thot did not assure 1007 perticipation of
the Jewish community at lerge, still the method employed left room for & fair
emount of independent choice and expression. The result is that we shall have
in the Conference some 575 men and women whe have been truly chosen by their
communities and not nomimated, &s it were, by & hendful of thoss who have sll
too long managed to dominate Jewish community life by all and anything but demo-
cratic procedures.”

Jewish Spectater, July 1943,

CONFERENCE EESULD NOT MEFT
"The Jewish Conferemce should not meet. The plan of a national
representetive Jewish congress, sssembly or conference is foredoomed to failure

because by its very nature it niaaaa the mark. Its goal is ostensibly a repre-
sentative body for American Jewry; ell it succeeds in being is a pressure group
vhich succeeds in capturing its votes. For purposes of propaganda it assumes &
noble aspiration; for prsctical purposes it is the ex don of selfishly moti-
vated interests., The intercsts may be eltruistic im their ultimate goals, but
the ultimate remains a distant achievement....

A second observation is thet the elections to the American Jewish Conference
were untimely and harmful. Intended as & move for unity within the American
Jewish community, they have caused np end of ccatroversy. Their repercussions
ere still reverbersting Im the largast cemters of Jewish population. Men wvhose
service to Jewry could be meesured in ywars of selfless devotion were publicly
rebuked through defest at the polls. Unknowms end upstarts, with campeigas well
menaged by ordinsry ncliticisms were the vietors. Intrz-organizational quarrels
end defections added tc the bitternsae.

Rabbi Maurice G”ldblatt Jewish Post, July 2, 1943.

CHICAGO ELECTIONS; EXCELLENCE OF DELEGATES STRESSED

"0f most importence is the foct thzt so many wsre elected who possess the
highast quslifications and who ere t9 be congratulated all the more because they
did not withdraw their nemes =2s gome were impellsd to do because they feared they
might be defeated. There is regret, of comrse, that a number of candidates of
like character snd stending in the community were not chosen as they should have
beer but their expericsnce is not pnlike that of outstendiang leaders im cther
cities. The excellence of 2 candidate is in itself, unfertunstely, no assurance
of success at 2 populer clection where those who nre skilled in lining up votes
have the advantage but it must be remembered that the criteriom of worth is not
necessarily the totel vote cezt in each caso....

Continuing criticism of an electiocn is justified only if it can be showm
that it wes fraudulent or grossly irregular. This was certainly not the case
in the election which has just been held here.

It is to the credit of the Jews of Chicage that their duly elected delega-
tion to the American Jewish Coaference is of such veried character, representing
every element in the ccmmunity. Because some of its members are not as widely
known ¢s others does not rean that they are amyr less cepable ond zealous in help-
ing to bring ebout 2 merked change for the better in the Jewish situation in all
lands £t presenl and in the futura....

Attentiocn must now be siven Lo fostering pemuine friendliness and the full-
est co-cperation of those wao heve been chosen to speck for the Jews of Chicage
at the Americen Jewish Conference.” Frequant meetings of the entire delegationm,
not merely secticns of it, shonld be held, providing sn opportumnity to become
better ecquainted and &djust diffarences &s much ae possible. There is little
chance of removing difficulties end ending discerd in Jewish life if individuels
and groups continue to gu their seperete ways with little or nc regard for others
who are also earnestly endesvoring to the best of their ability to =2id millions
of their suffering brethren znd strengthen the Jewish position the world over."

A.A. Freedlender, The Sentinel, July 1, 1943,




Pege 5 - American Jewish Conference (Bulletin No. 7)

INITIAL RS

"The American Jewish Conference was conceived for the purpose of uniting
all classes and factions, 2ll existing organizations, including those who func-
tion to reelize some special objective only; and to weld the thoughi aud effort
of the verious groups and individucls into &n intelligent program, undsr a repre-
sentative super-lesdership. Wisely, it thought, the executive committee which
assumed the task of bringipgabout this organization, prescribec a "democratic®
set of rules for the election of delerates; tut it feiled to forecee that—
having chosen to copy political election methods--politice would play a large
atgd gecisin role in the undertaking. Politics played that role—-played it to

ﬁ mﬂhn.nn

It is quite plain to us that the men who conceived the idec and fashinned
the machinery for the Conference io not ask for "suggestions from the sticks"—
nor will accept them. Withal, a word of werning: Let us beware lest American
Jewry become »itifully divided--and weak, rather then united in its purpeses and
collectively strong and powerful. Let us be stetesmen--of sound and far-flung
vision; -not noliticians--walking a straight perty liope,"

Nashville Observer July 2, 1943,

THE WOMEN AMONG THE DELEGATES

"4 token of the progress progress registered by Jewish women in the United States
since the last war will he the aerticipation of several score women in the Ameri-
cen Jewish Conferemce, While the cllegation seems to be gemeral that some of the
men delegotes are not the foremost personelities in Americen Jewish life, it is
evident that the women are thuse who, in the main, have demonstrated their leader-
shis. If these women &re not majorized ip the Conference, they eare likely to
bring te it the qualities mepifast in their own orgemizations: patience, skill,
moderation, All three virtues will be greatly mesded if the American Jewish
Conference is mot to ercsh on the jersomal or orgenizstiomal rivalries of which
some gromiﬂe m mw bm gim---c _

They will not be a feminine blec, since they represént many interests end
many points of view, But it is safe to say that, person for persom, they con-
stitute greater ctrength for the American Jewish Conference than an equal num-
ber of men from the very same communities. They are women who, in the mrin,
have balance, perspective and a sense of respemsibility. If any ome wants to
cast doubt on the renresentative cheracter of the American Jewish Conference,
he had better inquire into the composition of the wemen's scction first."

Mertha Neumark, Independent Jewish Press Service,July 16, 1943.

WHAT THE ELECTIONS - .

"The elections to the Americen Jewish Conference in the United States and
to the Board of Deputies im Englend clearly show. the opinions and the sympa-
thies which orevail in both English-speaking countries emong those Jews who have
& more or less active interest in Jewigh life and in the Jewish future. In neither
ccuntry were "democratic" elections neld in the strictest meening of the term,
but nobody can doubt that these manifestutions of Jewish cpinicn were conducted
in 2 democratic atmosphere under the eyes of a frze public oninion. The anti-
Zionist element in Fogland has in recent times been unusuelly ective and ener-
getic, There too, as in the Uanited Stetes, the battle agzinst Zicnism was con-
ducted chiefly in the neme of "Patriotism" end "loyaliy," and in the name of
military necessity end confidence in the democracies. Nevertheless, Professor
Brodeky was agein elected as the president »f the Board of Deputies, ond the
enti-Zionist Sir Waley Cohen, whose rec-election wes at stake, wos defeated.

The elections te the Americon Jewisa Conference can tlec be considered es
a barometer of Jewish opinions ond sympethies in the United States., No anti-
Zioaist tickets were st up at the electicns.... This is a victory for the demo-
cratic Jewish public oninion, for it must not be fergotten that the chief zrgu-
ment epgeinst the Conference wag that the "extremiat Zicnicts" weuld capture it.
As & matter of fact officiel Zionists did not play an energetic part in the in--
ception of the Conference idea; only representatives of the Jewish masses and
mass-grpanizations., We ore sure that the Conference will, with =all seriousness
and responsibility, consider &ll questions on which there is a difference of
opinion, Those who ars odpesed to or skaptical in regerd to the Prlestine de-
mands which have been put forward by the Zionist organizations, will und
be eble to express their criticisms snd exert their influence on the other dele-
gates to the Conference. And let us hope that st last we will find a common
speech in regerd to the Jewish postwar demands, and that we will amerga from it
as a Jewish community. Such a develspment iz by no meecns ruled out."

Yiddisher Kempfer, N.Y.C. July 9, 1943.
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AMERICAN JEWRY STANDS BEHIND ZIONISM

"One great and important fact hes been revealed by the elections to the
Americaen Jewish Conference ——- cnd we wish that the Zionist groups would teke
adventage of it. It is that the yrest msjsrity of Jewry is mot only inclined
towards Zionism but that its Zionist demends revolve sround the axis of & Jewish
Commonwealth,

This fact is revealed not only by the delegates elected by the various
Zionist perties, but by the election of those delegates who only yesterdey clung
to & non-Zionist nhilosophy. These delegates have realized thet our Jewish pop-
ulotion is Zionist end have forgotten the limited aims regarding Pslestine that -
have been vropounded &s part éf the ageunda of the coming COnference, and have
promised to demand the creation of & Jewish commonwealth,...

The delegates will come to the Conference with the full conviction that
American Jewry stands behind them and that its whole soul and desire is centered
around the fulfillment of Jewish national aspirations in the land of our ances-
tors." Hadoar, N.Y., July 4, 1945.

THE ATMS OF THE CONFERENCE

"In the first place, this Conference must insist upon the creation of a
Jewish autonomous state on both shores of the Jordan River. Secondly, the Con-
ference must demand at the Peace Conference, the reimburgement to the Jewish
people of the wealth thich the Germans have stolen and nlundered from the Jews
in Germen-occupied Burcpe. Thirdly, the Conference must find a way to win over
the U.S.S.R. and azina.... (Prof. J. Stemberg)

"The time for minimum programs, compromises, and appeasements is passed.
They have been proven ineffective and are discreditsd. The time has come for
the Jew to fight with all his -ower for & maximum program that will fulfill his
age-long drezms and oreyers, and regain for him that respected place in the world
vhich has been 85 leng overdue.... (S. Mizrachi)

"The American Jewish Ccnferénce, over snd above sll other issues, should be
given & stetus of permenency. The huge historic tzusk lying shesd of the American
Jews requires that the Conference does not end merely with voicing demands,...

(william J. Cchen) Jewish Fellowship News, Duluth, July 1943,

INDEPENDENCE FROM PARTY POLITICS

"The elections are a finished chapter, btut not the issues on which the
delegates ware elected, If the lessons of the elections are not learned and
if the proper conclusions are not dram from them, then all the excitement and
energy which pertains to the idea of "democraticprocedure” will amount to a
storm in a teacup.

The elections have teught vital lessong which are highly constructive and
extremely timely. They have emphasized the serious mistakes of Jewish leader-
ship and demonstrated & strong tendency emong the Jewish masses to be indepen-
dent of party lines and perty politics. It cannot be said that the elections
demonstrated much confidence in the purties as such, or to the political lines
of their leadership. Where the so-caliled electors were not pledged to particu-
lar candidates, tho parties showed nc independent strength. And even where
parties did win, the electors probably voted not for the party candidates but
for the issues which they rvpresented -- and also because they had no alterna-
tive." David Eidelsberg, Jewish Morning Journal, July 8, 1943,

THE FIRST DUTY OF THE CONFERENCE

"Out of the Conference must first of all come an endorsement ef the Dick-
stein-Iynch bill which is pending in Congress-and which is intended to bar the
meils to &ll sorts af literature tending to spresd race-hatred, 2nti-Semitism
end simlar discriminatory propaganda. But barring thc mails to such materiel
is insufficient. Such action ceznnot strongle the poisonouz snake vhieh winds
its way from hidden zlleys to meetings, ¢nd from meetings to army camps. The
Conference must prenare the way for sven more far-reaching legislatiom, which
must attack all forms of race hatred and racial discriminstion....

This is the clear duty of the Conference. It should not be difficult to
demand from & municipality or a stote lerislature, lews cgainst enti-Semitism."

B. Rivkin, the Desy, July 10, 19435,
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The Program of the Second Session

THB SECOND session of the American Jewish Con-
ference will convene on Sunday, Dec. 3rd, at 2 p.m.
at the William Penn Hotel, in Pittsburgh. The session
will continue through Dec. 4th and 5th.

The delegates to the session will receive reports from
the Interim Committee and the three Commissions cre-
ated by that body to implement the decisions of the
first session and will decide on the course of action to
be pursued by the Conference in the future.

On the basis of reports from the organizations and
the communities, it is expected that close to 500 dele-
gates and alternates will be present.

Attendance

As of Nov. 20th, 318 of the original 379 commu-
nity delegates have declared their intention to attend
the session. Of the remainder, deaths and resignations
account for 10 and successors have been named, An-
other 26 have selected alternates in accordance with
the rules for filling vacancies, while only 25 have not
yet acted. '

The 63 national organizations, which are represented
by 120 delegates, have designated 100 delegates as
their spokesmen. There have been 26 substitutions.

The Program
The General Committee will meet in advance of the

session, beginning on Friday, Dec. 1st, at 10 a.m. to
perfect arrangements for the three-day meeting. The
second session is a continuation of the first and, unless
the delegates vote otherwise, the standing committees,
rules and procedures of the first session will remain
unchanged. A number of changes, however, are being
recommended by the Interim Committee and these will
be considered by the General Committee.

Registration of delegates will begin Saturday, Dec.
2nd, at 7 p.m. and will continue the following day.
A number of the groups formed at the first session
will meet Saturday evening.

The first plenary meeting will be held Sunday after-
noon and will be devoted to the presentation of the
report of the Interim Committee by the Co-Chairmen.
In the evening, the Chairmen of the three Commis-

sions, the Commission on Rescue, the Commission on
Palestine and the Commission on Post-War, will sub-
mit their reports.

The second day, Monday, Dec. 4th, is set aside for
general debate in whlc.'h the delegates may participate.
It will begin, if possible, on the previous evening, and
it will continue Monday afternoon and evening.

The standing committees will meet Monday and
Tuesday mornings and will bring in their reports to
the plenum on Tuesday afternoon and evening. Provi-
sion is made for minority reports. These sessions are
reserved for action on the committee reports and the
transaction of such business as may arise from these
reports.

That is the outline of the tentative agenda to be
submitted to the General Committee by the Interim
Committe. No provision is made for any formal func-
tions and there is a minimum of official addresses from
the platform, for it is intended that a maximum op-
portunity will be afforded to the delegates to present
their views and to engage in the fullest possible
debate.

The Question of Relevancy

The Interim Committee, at its last meeting on Oct.

* 24th, voted to recommend a change in procedure which

will enable the pleaum to pass upon the relevancy of
resolutions.

The General Committee will assign all resolutions
that are introduced by the delegates or submitted by
the Commissions to the appropriate standing commit-
tee of the Conference. As at the first session, it will
have the authority to rule whether resolutions are out-
side the scope of the Conference.

However, under the proposal of the Interim Com-
mittee, the General Committee will report to the
plenum if it should withhold its approval from any
resolution on the ground that it is outside of the agenda.
The question then before the delegates will be upon
the acceptance of the report of the General Committee.

All existing standing committees of the Conference
will remain unchanged, except that the General Com-
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mittee will fill vacancies and act on recommendations
for substitutions to be submitted by the various groups
in the Conference. There may be some changes, how-
ever, growing out of the fact that the relative stren
of the groups has been altered within the last few
weeks.

The Groups

The Interim Committee voted earlier this year to
permit delegates to change their group affiliation if
they so desired, but placed a Nov. 10th deadljne on
changes, so that the business of the Conference would
not be delayed by last-minute shifts in group member-
ship.

Few delegates availed themselves of the opportu-
nity. Up to Nov. 10th, only 21 had transferred their
allegiance. However, one new group, the
dent Bloc” wlsfomwd,fedby&e:&antunmd
Arnold R. Ginsburg of Philadelphia, and consisting
of 14 delegates.

to Nov. 10th, several delegates informed

the Administrative Committee of their desire to join

the “'Assembly Bloc” which was fortmed on the mitut-

tive of Gus Kaplan of Harrisburg, Pa. and Rabbi
Joshua Trachtenberg, of Easton, Pa,

Inasmuch as registration was to close on Noy, 10th,

it will be up to the General Committee to determine

the status of these delegates and of such other dele-

gates who wish to change on the eve of the session.
As 2 result of the changes registered prior to Nov.

10th, the standing of the groups was as follows:

1943 1944
American Jewish Congress...... 111 98
Boar Beith ... ..l 63 60
Conservative Religious.......... 19 20
General Zionist .......e...c.... 116 114

Jewish Labor Committee...... 16 16

Labor Zionist N 48
Non-Partisaft e . 42 40
Reform Religious S 23 22
Religious National Orthodox.. 61 62
Independent oo, — 14
No designation oo 3 4

501 408

However, this does not take into account the fact
that alternates and new delegates have the right, under
the rule, to change up to the eve of the session. These
figures will thus be affected, both by that consideration
and by the fact that there will be a small number of
delegates absent and unrepresented by alternates.

The committee in charge of arrangements at Pitts-
burgh is headed by Edgar J. Kaufmann, member of the
Praesidium at the first session. Samuel L. Fuss is
secretary.

The Plight of Rumania’s Jews

LLOWING REPORTS from Rumania that the

economic and disabilities forced upon the
chsofﬂntcuuntrymnnnuemcﬂ‘ectandthatﬂw
overw, majority of the Jews of Rumania suffer
deeply from lack of food and clothing, the American
Jewish Conference has appealed for the immediate im-
plementation of the terms of the armistice between the
Allies and Rumania and has taken action to alleviate the
precarious condition to which Rumanian Jews have
been reduced.

The Conference acted in concert with the World
Jewish Congress and in consultation with one of the
Conference affiliates, the United Roumanian Jews of

America. fﬂmﬁ&'j‘_'f ng of the new Joint Planning
Committee of the Conference and the Congress was
devoted to the  and among the steps that have
been taken are the following:

At a meeting with Director General Herbert H. Leh-
man of UNRRA on Wednesday, Nov. 1st, Jane Evans
and Dr. Arich Tartakower, representing the Conference
and the Congress respectively, urged that the Jews in
Rumania be regarded as displaced persons in ex-enemy
territory and that they be given relief by UNRRA under
the new powers of that body.

Officials of the State Department in charge of Ru-
manian and South-Eastern European affairs were inter-
viewed by Dr. A. S. Kohanski of the Conference with
a view to ascertaining the possibility of adequate action
bythetixthonhesmcha:geoftheexecuhouofthc
armistice terms.

At a meeting with the Joint Distribution Committee,
Herman Shulman of the Conference and Dr. Tarta-
kower sought to ascertain steps taken and contemplated
by the JDC to aid Rumanian Jews.

A joint statement, issued by the Conference and the
Congress, declared in part:

The terms of the armistice between the Allies and
Rumania affecting the status of the Jews in that coun-
iy will remain an empty gesture unless immediate

ate taken for their implementation. Economic

:ﬁspohuml disabilities forced upon the Jews in

Rumania continue in effect. Confiscated Jewish prop-

ercy has not yet been returned. The

majority of Jews in Rumaniz suffer deeply from lack

of food and clothing.

Though the Rumanian Government has obligated
itself to abolish all Nazi vestiges of discrimination—
political, social and economic—the administration,
controlled by the Nazi-minded generals and officials
associated with the pro-German Iron Guard, continue
to govern the country in the very same spirit preced-
ing the armistice. The only measure thus far indicar-
ing equality before the law was a decree drafting Jews

(Continued on Page 8)
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Tentative Agenda®
of the

American Jewish Conference

(Second Session)

Dkc. 1-5, 1944 :
WiLiam PennN Horel, PrrrssurcH, PA.

Fripay, Dec. Ist
10.00 a.m.—Meeting of General Committee

1—To establish the registry of the General Com-
mittee.

Z—Toactontbeﬁmlagmdaofthemn.

3—To receive and validate recommendations from
the groups for the filling of vacancies on stand-
ing committees.

4—To agree on the list of the members of the
Praesidium,

5—To consider for reference to the appmpdaﬂe
standing committees the resolutions received
from the Interim Committee and its Commis-
sions and from groups; and to agree on pro-
cedure in regard to the introduction of all sub-
sequent resolutions.

6—To consider the rules of procedure to be sub-
mitted for adoption by the Conference; and to
establish rules to govern the general debate.

7—Such other business as may arise.

Sarurpay, DEec. 2nD
7.00 p.m.—Registration of Delegates
8.00 p.m.—Meeting of Groups

- SuNDAY, DEC. 3rD
10.00 a.m.—Registration of Delegates (cont’d)
—Meeting of General Committee
2.00 p.m.—First Plenary Session
1—Opening Ceremonies.
2—Proposals of the General Committee as to the
Praesidium.
3—Election of Praesidium.
4—Report of Committee on Elections and Admis-
sions.
5—Report of the Interim Committee by the Co-
Chairmen.
6—Proposals of the General Committee on Changes
in standing committees.
5.30 p.m.—Meetings of Committees for Purposes
of Organization

8.30 p.m.—Second Plenary Session
1—Proposals of the General Committee on rules of

procedure.
2——Report of the Credentials Committee.
of the Commission on Rescue.

: 4—Report of the Commission on Post-War.
S—Report of the Commission on Palestine.
6—Opening of Gencn.l Debate on all reports and

the Conference.

Moxpay, Dec. 418
10.00 a.m—Meetings of Standing Committees
2.00 p.m.—Third Plemy Session
1—Continuation of the General Debate.

8.30 p.m.—Fourth Plenary Session
1—Continuation of the General Debate.

2—Report of the General Committee on disposi-
tion of resolutions rejected on constitutional
grounds.
Tuespay, Dec. St
10,00 a.m.—Meetings of Standing Committees
2.00 p.m.—Fifth Plenary Session
1—Resolutions reported by the standing Commit-
tee on Rescue.
2—Resolutions reported by the standing Commit-
tee on Post-War.
3—Resolutions reported by the standing Commit-
tee on Palestine.
4—Resolutions reported by the standing Commit-
tee on Organization.
8.00 p.m.—Sixth Plenary Session
1—Resolutions reported by the standing General

Resolutions Committee.

2—Resolutions reported by the standing Finance
Committee.

3—Elections.

4—Unfinished business.

5—Final addresses.

The above agenda is submitted by the Administrative
Committee to the General Committee, and is subject to
revision; the issues will be disclosed through the resolu-
tions reported by the committees.
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. New Delegates

Organizations
New Delegate Predecessor Organization
Arthur Gilbert E. A Granse Aleph Zedek Aleph (Youth Organizations)
Sam Berke Dr. Simon Segal American Federation for Polish Jews
Rabbi J. X. Cohen Dr. Harry Friedenwald American Jewish Congress
Mrs. A. H. Vixman Mrs. Lee L. Rosenthal American Jewish Congress, Women's Division
Maurice Bi Edwin J. Schanfarber B'nai B'rith ]
N. Ben Dov Waldman Louis M. Rimsky Boai Zion
Mzrs. Robert Szold Mrs. Edward Jacobs
Frank A. Simons Maxwell E. Verlin I Order Brith Sholom
Joseph F. Barr Benjamin Kaufman Jewish War Veterans of the United States
Abrabam Kraditor Schaffer Jewish War Veterans of the United States
Mis. Jessie C. Gneshin Mrs. Rae K. Schoenberg Jewish War Veterans, National Ladies” Auxiliary
Mrs. Bessie Kronber, Mirs. H. L. Kraditor JmsthVemm,NmnmlIad:u Auxiliacy
Mzs. Lionel Golub
Mrs. Albert J. May
Simeon F. Gross
Rabbi Solomon J. Sharfman
Milton Berger
Mrs L L Giffen
Miss Sarah Kussy
Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein
William Weiss
Solomon Kerstein
Michael Stavitsky
Alternate Alternate For Organization
H. Schuld Meyer W. Weisgal Jewish National Workers' Alliance
Ferdinand T. Weil Roger W. Straus National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods
New Delegates
G .I'
New Delegate Predecessor
A. David Benjamin Judge Edward Lazansky Bruokiyn,N Y
JocobBrown - Benjamin Winter Manhatran, N. Y.
Philip Cohen Milton Kutz Wilmingron, Del.
David L. Goldenberg Aaron B. Horwitz Duluth, Minn.
Abraham [. Kirschenbaum Charles Rubinstein Bronx,N. Y.
Rabbi Moshe H. Levinson Rabbi Joshua Klavan Washingron, D. C.
Rabbi Arthur H. Neulander Dr. Robert Gordis Queens, N. Y.
A. Arthur Pekelner Isidor Sack Yonkers, N. Y.
Rabbi Louis Simsovitz Louis Shanok Port Chester, N. Y.
Mrs. Leon J. Tiber Mss. A. Sieroty Los Angeles, Cal.
John J. Untermana Judge William M. Untermann Newark,N. J.
Alternates
Communities
Alsernate Alternate For Commaunity
Dr. M. W. Belzer Judge Samuel Mellitz Bridgeport, Conn.
Jack Y. Berman David Coleman Los Angeles, Cal.
Mrs. Ralph Davidson Msrs. Joseph H. Ehrlich Detroit, Mich.
Mrs. Maurice Davis J- Rosenbloom Pittsburgh, Pa.
Rabbi G. George Fox A.F. Mecklenbur, Chicago, Il
Morrice Uman Day J. Apte Tampa, Fla.
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The Interim Committee Report

HE REPORTS of the Interim Committee and the three

Commissions of the American Jewish Conference,
detailing the work that has been carried on up until
November 1st, have been published and are being seat
to the delegates of the Conference in advance of the
second session.

The reports are confined to a review of past action.
Récommendations for the future will be presented by
the Commissions to the session.

The Interim Committee report refers briefly to the
internal organization of the Conference and the organ-
ization of the three Commissions. The report of the
Interim Committee concludes:

The Interim Commirttee, during the past year, has
been a forum at which Jewish problems on the world
scene were considered and discussed. It has received
reports continuously from the three Commissions on
the progress of their work and it has formulated
policies and given directives as new developments in
the world scene called for new decisions.

Bccauscofusrepresenmdmmaermdtﬁe
procedures it adopted, the Interim Committee has
served as the Conference in miniarure, continuing the
democratic and unifying process in American Jewish
life begun so auspiciously with the establishment of
the American Jewish Conference in 1943.

The Reports of the Commissions

The reports of the Commissions are detailed. The
Commission on Rescue records the major activities in
the unequal battle to rescue the Jews of Europe from
the Nazi terror: the establishment of the War Refugee
Board; efforts to break through the Nazi wall and

transmit assistance to beleaguered Jews with the co-
operation of the underground; the establishment of a
refugee rescue shelter in this country; the series of
warnings initiated in the psychological warfare against
the Nazis and their satellites; the evacuation of Jews to
Palestine; the mobilization of public opinion; and the
efforts the Comimission made to achieve unity.

The report of the Commission on Palestine relates
the steady progress during the fourteen months since
the Conference adjourned, to win acceptance for the
Palestine Resolution adopted at the Conference. It de-
tails the political work at Washington, and the public
relations activities carried forward on a large scale
throughout the country by the American Zionist Emer-
gency Council, which worked in close cooperation with
the Palestine Commission, and the culmination of these
efforts in the statement by President Roosevelt on
October 15th.

The report also deals with developments inside Pal-
estine during the year.

The report of the Commission on Post-War analyzes
the issues involved in the promulgation of an Interna-
tional Bill of Rights, the restoration of rights to Jews,
the punishment of war criminals, and the problems of
re-settlement and repatriation. The report details the
activities of the Commission to project the Conference
viewpoint in advance of the Dumbarton Oaks Confer-
ence and the second session of the Council of UNRRA.

The volume, consisting of 128 pages, contains the
major statements issued by the Conference agencies
during the year.

Alternate Alternate For Community
Mrs. Oscar Geballe Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel San Francisco, Cal.
Mrs. Mary Greenberg Joseph Ominsky Philadelphia, Pa.
Albert Hurwitz Joseph I Seifert Boston, Mass.
Samson Krupnick Dr. David Sacks Chicago, 111
Mrs. Ann Lebow Dr. Nathan S, Saltzman Los Angeles, Cal.
Mrs. Elsa Levinson Morris A. Robbins Seattle, Wash.
Philip Meyers Herbert R. Bloch Cincinnati, O.
Alexander Pfeiffer Harry N. Wessel Manhattan, N. Y
Edward Raff Samuel Goldstein Brooklyn, N.Y
Aaron Riche David Blumberg Los Angeles, Cal
Charles H. Roemer Abe J. Greene Paterson, N. J.
Rabbi Herman H. Rubenovitz Rabbi Joshua Loth Liebman Boston, Mass.
Dr. Maxwell L. Sacks Morris A. Zeldin Brooklyn, N. Y
Mrs. Irving Sands Mrs. Benjamin Spitzer Brooklyn, N. Y.
Rabbi Irving Silman Howard Mack Bergen, N. J.
Mts. Raphael Tourover Edmund I. Kaufmann Washingron, D.C.
Samuel Z. Troy Israel November Richmond, Va
Abram 8. Turteltaub Edward Berman Bayonne, N. J.
Mrs. Louis Wald Mrs, Abraham Shapiro Brooklyn, N. Y.
Robert Weksler Dr. Bernard Rodin q Chicago, I1L.
Dr. David Weiner Rabbi Judah Washer Western, Pa.
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REPORTS

THE INTERIM COMMITTEE

Alternates
Onbehalfofthe.ﬁdministraﬁvccmﬂnitt&',m

Lipsky, chairman, reported on arrangements for the
setondsesslon,thcnﬁmdmofdﬂegam.ﬂlepﬂ-
ticipation of organizations, the preparation of feports,
and rules for the second session.

It was agreed to recommend to the next session the
admission of a delegate from the National Associa-
tion of Jewish Center Workers.

It was agreed to recommend the following rules to -

the second session:
CW«:—AHCommmmmuﬂn

chmged.emcp:tha:th:GenenlCmnmumeshallbe
authorized to make appointments required to fll
mﬂmsmpwpomw ﬂfgmgthofﬁ:‘e .
the ionate £roups.

(The right of the groups to submit substitutes will
continue as in the

Appeals from Decisions of the Chair—The existing
rule providing for appeals from the chair 1o the
Praesidium is to be and Roberts Rules of
Order will apply to this and all ocher matters of pro-

cedu:emtgovm:edbymhsudoptdby the Confer-

Dupa.rmon of Resolutions—The General Commit-
tee shall act as the administrative agency for the distri-
bution of all resolutions to the appropriate standing
committees, except that if the General Committee
shall find that a resolution is irrelevant to the call of
the Conference, it shall report such decision to the
plenum and the question before the plenum shall be
on the adoption of the General Committee’s report.

MRM—A&;IUmmbmmanym-
mittee may bring up a minority reporr for considera-
tion in the plenum of the Conference and any 50

members, not members of a commirtee, may bring up
defeated there and have

it placed before the plenum of the Conference.

It was reported that a joint planning committee and
a working committee had been established to imple-
ment the agreement for collaboration with the World
Jewish Congress. The Conference representatives on
this committee are Rabbi Eisendrath, Miss Evans, Mr.
Greenberg, Mr. Shulman, Rabbi Trachtenberg and Dr.

Kohanski. The Cooference members of the working :

mmmmm and Mr. Kenen.

1t was that the members of these committees
aamobmvmfmmthe&nfemmttharEmu
gqumfmnf the World Jewish Congress.

On behalf of the Palestine Commission, Dr. Silver,
chairman, submitted the following resolutions, which
were adopted:

The Interim Committee of the American Jewish
-Confumhﬁkﬁzhitmwdednnuonbyl’mdm
Roosevele on Oct. 15th, fa the reconstiurion of
Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Common-
wealth and pledging his efforts to achieve its realiza-
tion. The President’s statement attests the widespread
sympathy and support of the American people for
Jewish aspirations in Palestine, as voiced in behalf of
American Jewry by the American Jewish Conference
oo Sept. 1, 1943. 'Wich this declaration, we look for-
ward to the complete realization of the
Mmgm]cﬁﬂ:pwphin:dsﬁmmhb

’I'helnmnn(‘mnmmeeofthem

byGovemo:'I’lmmasE.Dcwcyfavurmgdnmm

tution of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish

Commonwealth. With this statement, Governor Dewey

joins the distinguished group of American statesmen

who have given their wholehearted support to the ful-
fillment of the promise made to the Jewish people by

52 narions of the world following the last conflict.

On behalf of the Post-War Commission, Rabbi
Eisendrath, Co-Chairman, reported on the Conference
delegation to UNRRA in Montreal.

'I'heCommmau,hemwd,mnowsmdymga
proposal looking to the establishment of 2 Council of
Jewish Delegations which would unify delegations
from all countries in presentations to international
conferences concerned with problems of the peace.

The proposal was informally discussed and was re-
ferred back to the Post-War Commission with a view
to its submission to the second session.

The Interim Committee adjourned until Nov. 27th.
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mittee the adoption of resolutions welcoming the state-
ments by President Roosevelt and Governor Dewey on
Palestine, (See Interim Committee report.)
Thcshtcmentof?rmdmtkoomdt,whchmm
the form of a message to the 47th annual convention of
the Zionist Organization of America on Oct. 15th,

follows:

endorse the Palestine plank in the

I
lican atform. Again I repear what I previousl
dl:le leadetoftheAmeﬁcmEomst
American, Dr. Abba’
Wﬂm.dutlm&xtbemmdmu-
tine as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth in
m&mmﬁhwfmrnedmoflm?md

B

have also stated to Dr. Silver that in order to give
refuge to millions of distressed Jews driven from their
hnmubyt!nnqy,l

-migration policy

COMMISSION ON POST-WAR
Meeting on October 23rd
The Commission met on Ocrober 23rd with Rabbi
Maurice N. mmmm

mmih Co-Chairman, and Nathan
jlneﬂnns,lmcxanﬁdd.

May, Herman Maller, Dr.

Jooegh dmn'l'n:hnmbu;zw::-

MLM W.;l.-,nlnm&tdhm. and Meir
Grossman, 1. L. Kenen, Kohanski.

Rabbi Eisendrath reported on a meeting with repre-
mhumofpum-plmngorgmmhm at which the
Confe:ence

mdthc

on thework of the Conference
ddmmme&m& Kohanski and herself,
to the second session of the Council of UNRRA in
mmifs«emwmnzm,odubu.)

Ipropomlfntthcfornn-
This was referred to
.ﬁemmﬁlm:dmtlmofﬂzpnn-

.mmmm the chair was authorized

to appoint a sub-committee on Rumanian affairs, in

md‘theslfml:hnofﬁwjmmthatmmhy

tion to Palestine

mmAmemmmm
in Palestine to the extent that it will
make svailable 2 pumber of certificates for Jewish
refugeawhoamnwmluhmted territory, it was

announced in October.

It will allot 10,300 certificates to the Jewish Agency

“for Palestine, at the rate of 1500 a month, retroactive

to Oct 1st.

In recent months immigration into Palestine had
come to a virtual standstill because the Administration
insisted on reserving certificates for in Axis-
occupied territory. This policy was protested by the
Jewish Agency.

On Sept. 25th, the American Jewish Conference
submitted a memorandum to the British Embassy,
charging that the Administration was “hoarding” the
certificates and seeking toperpetuatethe%tehpa
policy. ltappuhdforamvmofthcpolxyasiung
that certificates be granted for refugees both in Axis-
occupied and liberated territories.

The Confetence memorandum also protested against
recent statements by British officials secking to dis-
courage Jews from seeking admission to Palestine and
against the continued detention of some 1500 Jews de-
ported to Mauritius more than three years ago.
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THE PLIGHT OF RUMANIAN JEWS
(Continued from Page 2)

into the combar service of the army from which they
had previously been barred. The majority of Jews are
still unable to re-occupy the homes from which they
were driven, or to resume their former occupations
both in the government service and private industry.

The Allied military commission, created to super-
vise the execution of the armistice terms, has a moral
‘obligation to insure that justice is done to the Jewish
population. Unless immediate and energeric steps are
taken by the United States, Great Britain and Soviet
Russia, the liberation of the Jews in Rumania, brought
about by the victory of the Allied armies, will be
nullified.

Of the pre-war Jewish population of about 850,000,
no more than 290,000 remain there now, partly be-
cause of the annexation of certain Rumanian territories

by Hungary, but mainly because of the terrible process

of persecution, starvation and.extermination to which
Rumanian Jewry had been subjected since the affilia-
tion of Rumania with the Axis in 1940. The number
of Rumanian Jews who had died by the end of 1943
as a resulr of persecution is estimated at a quarter of a
million, of whom 125,000 were murdered and the re-
mainder died in the course of deportation and as a re-
sult of starvation. Rumanian Jews were ousted from
their economic positions by discriminatory laws and
practices;  their pmperryf ;ﬂs kmd»} ﬂmﬂrbeﬁw
overwhelming majority of Rumanian Jews can be re-
garded as consisting of displaced persons; 185.000 of
them were deported to the Rumanian-occupied part of
Russia (so-called Transmistria) in the middle of
1942; of this number, almost 100,000 perished, where-
as about 15,000 may have been repatriated to Rumania
at the beginning of 1944 and left there without any
protection or assistance.

According to authentic informarion, our of approx-

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE

imately 290,000 Jewish survivors in Rumania, the fol-
lowing categories are almost completely destitute:
90,000 returned from forced labor service; 17,000 re-

patriated deportees; 20,000 returning from outlying
d.lstr_lctS' 10,000 evacuees from war-stricken regions
and 20,000 persons who had been bombed out of their .
homes in Bucharest.
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UNION OF AMERICAN HE:BREW CONGREGATIONS
MERCHANTS BUILDING . CINCINNATI

MEMORANDUM
Dae December 21, 1944

Rabbi Eisendrath

From

To_Rabbl Herbert A, Friedman

I know that you will be interested
in the attached statement by Mr. Adolph
Rosenberg, Presidenii of the Union, made
at the second session of the American
Jewish Conference, which clearly and un-
ambiguously defines the Union's relation-
ship with the American Jewish Conference,



-
- v‘w

s e
° 8 (i
REMARKS BY ADOLPH ROSENBERG, OF CINCINNATI, OHIO, PRESIDENT

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
* ¥ * =

Speaking as the President of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, I say to yom that the Union is earnestly committed
to the success of the American Jewish Conference. The resolutions
which were adopted by the first session of the Conference, with a
single exception, were unanimously endorsed and approved by our Ex-
ecutive Committee, The exception was the resolution on Palestine.

In considering this resolution the pdard of the U.,A,H.C.,
sensing the division of opinion among 1ts-nambefsh1p, and the mem-
bership of. its constituent congregations, decided not to take any
action either for or against the resolution. This action has pre-
cluded us from participating 15 the 1mpleﬁentation of the Palestine
resolution, But it has not prevented us from joining who;eheartad-
ly and enthusiastically in the work of implementing all of the other
resolutions of the Conference.

Just a few days ago, the Executive Committee of the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations, meeting in New York, heard that
an effort would be made here to enlarge the scope of the American
Jewish Conference by including the entire American scene. Those
members of our Executive Committee, responsible commnity leaders
in many parts of the country, felt that the American Jewish Confer-
ence has neither the moral nor the legal right to broaden its scope
beyond the terms of the Pittsburgh Charter.

All of you here will recall that it was on the explicit ba-
sis of the Pittsburgh Charter that the Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations, as well as other national Jewish bodies, consented to

join the Conference. Therefore, the delegation of the Union cannot
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but regard any attempt by this Conference to trespass upon other
areas of Jewish life, particularly the American scene, as an un-
wvarranted arrogation of power. |

It is our conviction, supported by the position of our Ex-
ecutive Committee, that the original purposes for which the Con-
ference was formed--namely to find a common program of action for
post-war rehabilitation in Europe and in Palestine, to which, by
unanimous consent, was added the responsibility of rescue--are in
themselves more than sufficient tauﬁs.té test to the utmost the de-
votion, resourcefulness and ability of_thaae who constitute the
American Jewish Conference.

Let us remember the violent reaction to the Palestine re-
solution which threatened the first sessions of the Conference in
the summer of 1943, That the Conference managed to weather the
storm resulting from that ¢onflict was due to the profound wish
and determination of most of the dissenting organizations to make
a success of the Conference for the largergood of all Israel. To
urge now that the Conference engage itself in an undertaking which
would inevitably cast reflection upén and challenge the function-
ing of existing reputable local and national organizations, will
again strain the ties which now hold us together and jeopardize
the Conference itself.

Moreover, the attempt to encroach upon the Jewish insti-
tutional scene of America would serve to slienate the support of
organizations without which the Conference cannot possibly realize
its program of post-war relief, rescue and rehabilitation in Europe
and in Palestine, It is the opinion of our delegation that the

Conference must apply itself wholeheartedly to mending existing
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breaches, to healing old wounds, to the adoption of measures that
will lead to cooperation rather than to indulge the hazardous am-
bition of invading the councils of ageneies that are operating at
an all-time high degree of efficiency for vital service at home
and abroad.

We think it is clear that no such authority as is contem-
plated can be gained without a struggle. Certainly this is no
time for revolutionary and radical changes in the structure of
American Jewish institutional life,

Mindful of the explicit terms of the mandate imposed by
the original Pittaburgh'Charter, and of the views recently endorsed
by our Executive Committee, the delegation of the Union of Ameri-
can Hebrew dongregations will be obliged to vote against any at-
tempt to extend the authority of this Conference beyond its pre-
sent mandate.

The earlier shocks of disagreement have happily subsided
since the first sessions were held. Let us not create another
storm which may delay the achievements of the goals already set

for ourselves.
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A Letter to the President

January 19, 1945.
The President of the United States,
White House,
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

We ask you to accept our greetings and our best wishes on the
occasion of your inauguration. We join with millions of Americans every-
where in praying that you may be granted the strength to lead the American
people and the peoples of the world to victory and the establishment of an
enduring peace that will assure fraeﬂom for all men and for all peoples.

Under your leadership, the Amnrican people have united in an
irresistible army which today sweeps forward pledged to the defeat of the
forces of tyranny and dedicated to victory. We are confident that this
unity will be continued and that the inevitable successes of our armies will
not long be delayed.

It is with gratification that we note that one of your first
undertakings will be a meeting with the leaders of our great Allies, at
which basic decisions vital to the prosecution of the war and the building
of the foundations of the peace will be discussed.

We address you with the plea that you place on your agenda the
urgent problem which now confronts the war-shattered Jewish people of the
world, and which presses for a solution.

We speak to you of the plight of more than half a million Jews
who still remain in Axis-occupied Europe and who are threatemed with
destruction at the hands of the Nazis, It is our conviction that many can
be saved if action is taken by the United NationsS in concert with neutral
powers.

We speak to you of the homeless Jewish survivors in liberated
territory, who have emerged from hiding. Their hold on life is tenuous;
their status insecure; their future dim and uncertain. We ask that the
United Nations take steps to insure their rehabilitation and resettlement.

And finally, Mr. President, we renew our plea to you that wou
help us open the doors to Palestine, the land where the hope of the Jewish
people resides, and which for hundreds of thousands of homeless Jews holds
the only promise for an early rehabilitation.

We speak in the name of the millions of Jews who are represented
in the American Jewish Conference when we plead with you to assist us in
rebuilding Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth.

The hopes of humanity rest upon your mission.
Respectfully yours,

Dr. Israel Goldstein Louis Lipsky Henry Monsky

Co=Chairmen of the Interim Committee
American Jewish Conference
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Organization of the Interim Committee

Tna NEw INTERIM CoMMITTEE of the American
Jewish Conference, established at the second session
in Pittsburgh, convened in New York on January 12th,
elected Dr. Israel Goldstein, Louis Lipsky and Henry
Monsky as its co-chairmen, and considered plans for
the future program of the Conference.

Almost all forty-seven members of the Interim Com-
mittee were present or represented at the first meeting,
The roster included thirty-four members and eleven
alternates.

An Executive Committee of twenty, headed by Mr.
Lipsky and including the co-chairmen of the Interim
Committee and the chairmen of the Standing Commit-
tees, was elected with ful;powqtoactonbMQE

The Interim Committee voted to establish five major

committees: Committees on Rescue, Palestine, Post-

War, Finance, and Umtedjew:cﬂlkepw_m‘#m Thir-

teen delegates were coopted to men > on the In-
terim Committee and the Executive Committee was
authorized tooooptmaddiﬂﬂmltwnembem (See
page six for list of coopted members.)

Dr. Wise declined re-election as a co-chairman of
thelnmnmComxttnebecanscothumspmsﬂ:lﬁeS.-

which he has assumed as chairman of the American
Zionist Emergency Council, will require his full at-
tention. He accepted membership on the Executive
Committee.

ThelntmmComnntt:cadopu:dastanmtmr&-
erence to the Jewish Labor Committee’s announcement
of its withdrawal from the Conference. (See page four
for text.)

Professor Hayim Fineman was elected chairman of
the Committee on Rescue; Rabbi Maurice N. Eisen-
dratb,_chamnmoftheCommxttce on Post-War; Judge
Morris R chairman of the Committee on
United Jewish Representation; and Max J. Schoeider,
chairman of the Committee on Finance. The chairman
of the Committee on Palestine is to be named by the
Executive Committee.

In addition to the Committee chairmen and the co-
chairmen of the Interim Committee, the Executive
Committee consists of Maurice Bisgyer, Mrs. Moses P.
Epstein, Jane Evans, J. George Fredman, Leon Gell-
man, Charles P. Kramer, Judge Nathan D, Perlman,
SamMRothstaa,HmShnlman,AlexFStmton.
Davyid heim Ex.& hen S. Wise. The Execu-
m(fumnﬁuﬁﬂz theStandmgCammlttees
and dgﬁneﬂap&dhhumd responsibilities.

dress ‘k! ‘the Committee, Professor Selig

Brodetsky, pre: ':__éfﬂaeBoa:dofDepntmoant-
ish Jews, reviewec _the present situation in England,
upfemdﬁpﬁq: tlilt’}ewxsh mpresmtaﬁv&%l;nall
countries would act er, referred to the American

Jewish Confuencc as an "n.-.xh-aordmmly vital con-
tribution to the solution of the Jewish problem." and
advocated the eshbhshmcnt of a co-partnership in deal-

~ ing with current problems.

Sydney. S, Silverman, member of the House of Com-
mons, and Alexander Easterman, representatives of the
British Section of the World Jewish Congress, con-
veyed greetings from British Jews to the Interim Com-
mittee.

Jews Must Unite

Tme]morfnzwnmmﬁﬁngthmughthem
serious time in their history and they must unite for
the purpose of putting before the world the desires,
needs and the demands of the Jewish people in order
to insure the safety of the Jewish people, Professor
Selig Brodetsky, president of the Board of Deputies of
British Jews declared at a meeting of the Interim Com-
mittee of the American Jewish Conference on January
12th in New York.

Asserting that he had come to the United States to
establish contact with the American Jewish community,
Dr. Brodetsky said: "What I am interested in is that
we should be able to work together. It seems to me to
be of vital importance that what we say to our Govern-
ment should be the same as what you say to your

Government, and that the different views of Jewish
bodies should be parallel; we should consult with one
another from time to time, not only about details of
policy but also the methods of carrying them out.

"I believe that the time has come when the Jews of
different countries must consider the various problems
that we have to deal with more collectively than we
have in the past,” he continued. ™. .. I have felt that
there ought to be a contact between our i
and yours . . . I have the impression that the views of
American Jews are not very different from those of the
English Jews. . . .

“The really important thing is that we make sure
that the formulation of all the policies, and also the
practical carrying out of any approaches, should take



THE CONFERENCE RECORD _ 3

place as between a co- ip of the Jews in dif-
ferent countries of the world. I would like to say at
once, I have not in my mind anything that would take
the form of establishing a new world organization. . . .
I believe that the duty of the Jews in 1944 and now in
1945 is not to discuss organization or constitution with
one another, but to save Jews who can be saved and
settlcﬁ:lemmmchawaythat they shall be able to live
happily in the fuoture.”

Dr. Brodetsky described the structure of the Board
in England and its functions in the field of domestic
and external problems and its place as the “constant

forum whereby the Anglo-Jewish community can ex-
press its views.”

He referred to the recent action of the Board sup-
porting the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth
inPalestine,bynvoteof 159 to 18.

"“There were people who said that if such a decision
were adopted, anti-Zionists would leave the Board .,
butlamghdtosaythatuptothepresentnmelbave
heard nothing further. The Board still represents peo-
ple who are for the Jewish Commonwealth and those
who are against it which, I think, is greatly in favor
of the Board’s position,” he said.

Rescue Is Still Possible

A. CTION HAS BEEN TAKEN by the American Jewish

Conference since the second session to press the
rescue program adopted by the delegates at Pittsburgh.
The resolutions on rescue were submitted to the
members of the War Refugee Board on December 18th
and on December 21st. John W, Pehle, Executive Di-
rector of the Board, acknowledging their receipt, stated
in part: "I assure you that this Government will con-
tinue its efforts to save the]ewsando&etvmmof
Nazi oppression remaining in enemy Europe.”
In the meantime, tatives of the Conference
met with Anselm Reiss and Dr. Abraham Silberschein,

both formerly of Poland, who came to this country to-

attend the War Emergency Conference of the World
Jewish Congress and who presented to the Conference
‘ salient facts demonstrating that rescue work can be
carried on effectively inside Europe. On January 4th,
representatives of the Conference met with officizls of
the War Refugee Board to review the proposals em-

bodied in the rescue resolutions and were assured that,

action is being taken on every possible front.

In order to acquaint the public with the facts, the
Conference and the World Jewish Congress joined in
sponsoring a press conference on January 10th, at which
Mr. Reiss who was introduced to the press by Dr.
Stephen S, Wise, pointed out that there are still 550,000
Jews under Nazi domination in Axis Europe, whose
future is extremely precarious unless immediate action
is taken by the United Nations and neutral countries.
He sought to dispel the impression current in some
quarters that rescue cannot be carried on and he em-
phasized that many can be saved and that tens of
thousands are doomed unless action is undertaken.

The following proposals were discussed in detail:

1. The evacuation of Jews from occupied countries

a. through cooperation with the underground;
b. through cooperation with neutral countries,
which are ready to admit Jewish refugees if

they are assured special shipments of food for
their care;

c. by means of exchange of Jews in occupied
countries for German citizens held in Allied
and neutral countries.

2. Relief must be extended to Jews in occupied
countries

. lylcmtdmgthzmthe status of civilian in-

b. by supplying them with documents of neu-

¢. by sending them food and other supplies;

d. by the supervision of their condition in the
concentration camps by the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cmssmdthel&gue of
National Red Cross Socicties;

e. by measures to aid those who are in hiding
and to organize their escape.

In addition to the 550,000 Jews in Europe who are

still under Nazi domination, it is estimated that an-

other 650,000 are in liberated territory. These 1,200,-
000 are all that survive of the 5,600,000 who were in
European countries, outside the Soviet Union, prior to
the inception of the Nazi extermination program.

There are about 100,000 Jews in concentration
camps such as Theresienstadt in Czechoslovakia, Bel-
sen-Bergen and other camps in Germany and Austria,
Many are citizens of Central and South American coun-
tries or have immigration certificates to Palestine, They
could be considered civilian internees, but they do not
enjoy the rights of internees accorded to non-Jews of
the same category. Authoritative international organi-
zations and the Allied governments have not succeeded
in changing this situation.

Two years ago, due to the efforts of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine, Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria
were willing to allow Jews to emigrate, but this op-
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portunity to save Jewish lives was lost because of dif-
ficulties encountered from neutral and Allied govern-
ments. There was also a possibility of saving Jewish
childrea from Poland. Neutral countries were ready to
accept them provided Allied governments would guar-
antee to feed them during their stay and to remove
them after the war. Such guarantees could not be ob-
tained. Action taken to relieve and rescue Jews in
Nazi-occupied territories in Rumania and Hungary
was effected primarily through Jewish organizations.
It was not until the establishment of the War Refugee
Board in January, 1944 that Allied governments be-
came helpful in this undertaking.

While Jews in liberated areas are not in imminent

danger, their plight, resulting from Nazi persecution

and despoliation, makes it impossible for them to re-
habilitate themselves.

Jewish populations in liberated areas are in im-
mediate need of clothing and medical aid, which must
bepmdedw:thoutdclaylf&eymhm

Attention must be directed to the status of Jewish

‘mental torture these

children—90% of them are orphans—now scattered
and housed in institutions and private homes. These
children should be restored to the Jewish community
so that they may be rehabilitated 2and educated as Jews.
In many cases, their parents committed suicide to avert
the deportation of their children. Their return to the
Jewish people is an elementary demand of justice.
Funds must be provided for the re-establishment of
Jewish children’s institutions.

The condition of Jews in liberated areas is ag-
gravated by the fact that many of them are refugees
and do not have any status or rights. Many of them
cannot be expected to return to their of origin
and are desirous of g to Palestine, where they
can be integrated and speedily made self
Mtrmsfcrtol’almwouldhghtenthebmdm \
&Wmt&l&gﬂdmmﬂsmdwﬂdmdﬂn

£ suffer by reason of un-
certainty as to their future. It is urged that ships be
mdenaﬂthl&hmapauthcscrefuges particularly
children, to Palestine.

The Wil a0 I oI R Comsmitice

Statement Issued by the Interim Committee, January 12th, 1945

T HE JeEwisH Lasor CoMMmITTEE has withdrawn
from the American Jewish Conference, giving as
its reason the decision of the second session of the
Conference to admit the Jewish Peoples Fraternal
Order of the L W.O., which was granted three seats.

The record will show that the issue upon which the

Jewish Labor Committee sees fit to withdraw was re-
viewed fully by four bodies of the Conference, the
Administrative Committee, the Interim Committee, the
General Committee and finally, the delegates in plenary
session. All four acted favorably on the application of
the Order and in each instance by a large majority.
Prior to the first session of the Conference, the
Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order, at that time known as
the American-Jewish Section of the LYW.O., applied
for admission and was rejected because it was not then
considered a national Jewish membership organization
as understood by the Conference. Subsequently, the
Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order removed the disabili-
ties which, in the opinion of the first session, disquali-
fied it and re-applied for admission. The application
was approved by the Administrative Committee and
then by the Interim Committee, which, on August 1st,
1944, by a vote of 20 to 5, recommended to the second
session 1hat the organization be admitted. Since the
Jewish Labor Committee had refused to participate in

the Interim Committee, it was not present to argue its
case or to record its objections.

In November, the Jewish Labor Committee an-
nounced 1n the press that it was withdrawing from the
Conference because of the decision of the Interim Com-
mittee. This was clearly an attempt by the Jewish
Labor Committee to compel the Interim Committee to
reconsider its position.

The Interim Committee notified the Jewish Labor
Committee that its decision was 2 recommendation to
the second session, that the Jewish Peoples Fraternal
Order had not yet been admitted, and that it would be
up to the delegates to decide the issue. The Interim
Committee urged the Jewish Labor Committee to send
represéntatives to the second session, so that its view-
point could be fairly and fully presented to the dele-
gates. The Jewish Labor Committee sent four repre-
sentatives to Pittsburgh. They were accorded a lengthy
hearing before the General Committee, which, after a
thorough debate, voted 36 to 10 to sustain the recom-
mendation of the Interim Committee.

Although the representatives of the Jewish Labor
Committee did not register as delegates to the second
session, they participated in the meeting of the General
Committee and were granted two seats on that body,
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the Jewish people of Europe, their post-war rehabilita-
nonmdthenghtsofthe]emshpeopleml’nlame

It includes delegates from all major national Jewish

membership organizations and communities throughout
the country. Its doors mopu.maﬂjews, umspn:tm
of views and differences on ide :

who have entered indude

logulvmpomtofmyuflts amlmnmt
permit such mmbemﬂedszmd

for disqualification in the Conference. To take another
course would destroy the principle of all-inclusiveness
whnch:s&:emofﬂsuhmgd:mﬂthemﬁ:hm
of its inegrity.

Wemmlmdmuhmmtﬁﬁn]msh
Labor Committec’s statement that “the Committee had
;omedﬂowfe:enmw;ﬂ:theﬁlllmtdﬂmnman
towo:kmdcoopuﬂe"

The fact is that long before the decision to admit
the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order, the Jewish Labor
Committee adopted an attitude towards the Conference
which did not signify any great “willingness to coop-
erate.” From the very beginning, the Jewish Labor
Committee’s icipation in the Conference was quali-
fied and during the last year, it was virtually out of the
Conference.

Prior to the first session in 1943, the Committee

declined to take part in the community elections and
hm:ted:tspnhupnhnutotbedes:gmnmoforg:m
zation delegates. Since it represented a number of
national and each national or
was permitted 2 maximum of three delegates, the Jew-
ish Labor Committee was sixteen seats.
But after the first session, the affiliation of the Jew-
ish Labor Committee with the Conference became
extremely umn.Withoutgimngmymm.nt
declined to participate in the Interim Committee, the

governing body created by the Conference to imple-
ment decisions. 'I‘hummalhmchumubedmibed
as “the fullest determination to work and

hmn:pwdmmdmnmmtheww
ence's Commissions on Rescue md Post-War, but
Inih:Cnnr

mittee continued to seek the cooperation of the Jewish
Labor Committee and invited it to designate a repre-
sentative to the Administrative Committee of the Con-
ference when that body was established in May, 1944
toprepm forthcsecondiessmn 'I‘hc}ewwh Labor

To threaten to withdraw in order to impose a point of
view is to disregard the democratic le and is a
negation of the statement of the Jewish Labor Com-

mittee that it desires to cooperate with " Jewish national

'in the field of general Jewish activities”

and.thn:tn"mbundwrththe idealism of the

to the stricken Jewish communities of

We urge the Jewish Labor Committee to reconsider
its decision so that both it and its constituent bodies
may resume their place in the American Jewish Con-
ference.

Tbenecdsofwoddlcwqdumudnnﬂedmby
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REPORTS

T L

THE INTERIM COMMITTEE
Meeting on January 12th, 1945

The Interim Commirttee met on January 12th at
the Hotel Biltmore in New York with Henry Mon-
sky, Co-Chairman, presiding.

Present were: Dr. Israel Goldstein and Louis Lip-
sky, Co-Chairmen; Maurice Bisgyer, Max Bressler
(alternate for Sigmund W. David), Sigmund W.
David, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Jane Evans (alternate
for Charles P. Kramer), Mrs. Ida Cook Farber (al-
ternate for Mrs. Maurice Turner), Dr. Simon Fed- _
erbusch, Prof. Hayim Fineman, Mrs. J. George
Fredman (alternate for J. George Fredman), Leon
Gellman, William Gerber (shemau: for Ben;amm

Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Mts. Hugo Hamnn._
Charles P. Kramer, Isracl Kramer, Sidney G. Kus-
worm, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Dr. Samuel
goshes,” Mrs. Albert J. May (alternar :
Joseph M. Welr), Rabbi Irvmg Miller, Jm:tge
Nathan D. Perlman, Herman Z. Quittman ( .
nate for Harry A. Pine), Mo!ph Rosmbers (al-
ternate for Rabbi Mzmncc N. Eisendrath), Dvorah
Rothbard, Judge Morris Rothenber;

stein, Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, Mrs. Herman
Shulman (alternate for Robert Szold), Edward 'S.
Silver, Simon Sobeloff, Alex F. Staaton, Hermann
Stern, Robert Szold, Mrs. A. H. Vixman (alternate
for Mrs. Stephen S. Wise), Ralph Wechsler (alter-
nate for Prof. Hayim Fineman), David Wertheim,
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Mrs. Stephen S. Wise, and
Baruch Zuckerman.

Also present were: Prof. Selig Brodewsky, A. G.
Brotman, Sam Caplan, Aleéxander Easterman, Dr
Nahum Goldmann, Bernard Postal; Hon. S. S. Sil-
verman; and members of the staff, I. L. Kenen, Meir
Grossman, Dr. A. S. Kobanski and Mrs. Ann Jarcho.

The Interim Committee took the following action:

1. Received a report from the staff on activities since
the second session and a memorandum embodying pro-
posals for future organization and program.

2. Established an Executive Committee of 20 with
full authority to act in behalf of the Conference and
to create and define the duties of standing committees.

3. Coopted 13 additional members to the Interim
Committee and delegated to the Executive Committee
the authority to coopt 2 additional members. Those
coopted included: Aaron Droock, Judge Lewis Gold-
berg, Hayim Greenberg, Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Mrs.
Barnett E. Mortimer May, Jefferson E. Pey-
ser, Mrs. David deSola Pool, Adolph Rosenberg,
Charles Sonnenreich, Justice Meier Steinbrink, Dr.
Joseph Tenenbaum and Joseph Weingarten. The list
was submitted by a sub-committee consisting of Mau-

rice Bisgyer, Chairman, Jane Evans, Dr. Samuel Mar-
goshes, Hermann Stern and David Wertheim,

4. Received a report from a nominating committee
which submitted the following nominations: For mem-
bership on Executive Committee: Louis Lipsky, Chair-
man, Maurice Bisgyer, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Jane
Evans, J. George Fredman, Leon Gellman, Charles P.
Kramer, Judge Nathan D. Perlman, Samuel Rothstein,
Herman Shulman, Alex F. Stanton, David Wertheim
and Dr. Stephen S. Wise; Professor Hayim Fineman,
Chairman of Committee on Rescue; Rabbi Maurice N.
Elsendrath. Chw:man of Committee on Post-War;

- rg, Chairman of Committee on
atation; Max J. Schaeider, Chair-

dmﬂnansh:p bfthe Palestine Committee be referred
to the Executive Committee.

It also recommended that those named to the Execu-
tive Committee have the to name alternates, but
that those alternates must be named at the first meet-
ing of the Executive Committee and must remain fixed.

The report was accepted except that Dr. Wise stated
that he wasunahle to continue as & co-chairman in view
of the pre > of other work and proposed that Mr.
Lipsky's name be substituted for his, which was agreed
to.

The nominating committee consisted of: Frank
Goldman, Chairman, Mrs. Moses “P. Epstein, Mrs.
Ida Cook Farber, William Gerber, Mrs. Samuel Gold-
stein, Louis Lipsky, Rabbi Irving Miller, Adolph Ros-
enberg, Samuel Rothstein, Herman Shulman, Edward
8. Silver and Baruch Zuckerman.

5. Approved a statement in reference to the with-
drawal of the Jewish Labor Committee, accepting a
report of a sub-committee consisting of Judge Louis E.
Levinthal, Chairman, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Mrs.
Hugo Hartmann, Louis Segal and Simon Sobeloff.

6. Listened to an address by Professor Selig Brodet-
sky, president of the Board of Deputies of British
Jews, and. greetings from Sydney S. Silverman, M.P.
and Alexander Easterman of the British Section of the
World Jewish Congress.

Conveys Greetings
The fraternal greetings of the American Jewish
Conference were conveyed to the Canadian Jewish
Congress at its recent plenary session in Toronto by
I. L. Kenen, member of the Conference staff.
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Defends Refugee Official

THE ActiviTies OF Sir Clifford Heathcote-Smith of
the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees,
which were criticized in a memorandum submitted to
the British Embassy by the American Jewish Confer-
ence on September 25th, 1944, are defended by Sir
Herbert W. Emerson, Director of the Intergovern-
mental Committee, in a communication to the Confer-
ence received this month.

In the Conference memorandum, attention was
called to a report that at a meeting in Rome on August
26th, 1944, a large majority of some 150 refugees ex-
pressed their desire to go to Palestine, but were dis-
couraged by Sir Clifford who urged the refugees to
accept an offer of Italian citizenship and declared that
Palestine is “very limited and could not receive all
those who desire to enter it.” He stated that Palestine
is not larger than a “pocket handkerchief,” which he
produced by way of graphic illustration, and that it pre-
sented a very special problem.

In his letter to the Conference, Sir Herbert states that
after an investigation by Patrick Malin, Vice-Director
of the Intergovernmental Committee, and himself, they
are “‘satisfied” that there is no reasonable basis for the
“complaints.” The letter from Sir Herbert continues:

We believe that they (the complaints) are due,
pardy to the face that Sir Clifford’s remarks were not
accurately and fully reported, and partly to a lack of
knowledge regarding the whole-hearted efforts he has
made, and is making, on behalf of Jewish refugees. Not
only did he take a very active part in organizing the
embarkarion of the party of réfugees which left for
Palestine in May last, but almost immediately after, on
his own initiative, he recommended that an additional
number of 800 certificates for Palestine should be
granted to Jewish refugees in Italy. This proposal was
supported by myself, but it was not approved at the
time since, as stated in the first part of your Memo-
randum, priority was then being given to those who
might escape from occupied countries. Recently it has
become possible for 900 additional persons to enter
Palestine from Italy, and the workers of the Inter-
governmental Commirtee are actively assisting in the
arrangements for their departure.

Other measures were pursued to relieve the sitation
in Italy, and among them, as you are no doubt aware,
a number of Jewish refugees have been given tem-
porary asylum in the United States of America. Sir
Clifford himself approached the Italian Government,
and obtained from it the assurance that it would give
favorable consideration, subject to the examination of
individual cases, to the naturalization of Jewish refu-
gees who wish to settle in Italy. At the meeting to
which reference is made in your Memorandum, Sir
Clifford explained the narure of the offer, but contrary

(Continued on Page 8)
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National Budgeting Opposed DEFENDS REFUGEE OFFICIAL

2 : ’ = (Continued from Page 7)
PPOSITION TO THE national budgeting plan rec- -

D) e by the officers of the Council of Jew- kit oty el s g
ish Federations and Welfare Funds-was voted at a it, and he made it quite clear that it was a matter for
meeting of the Executive Committee of the American rtgemim!ividn-lunciaciclr:ﬁo:hi:nseh‘mfue:ca:efnl
Jewish Conference on January 18th. S e i T it -

“The Executive Committee recognizes the value of greatest solicitude for the welfare of Jewish refugees,
e nfommtion which the Comel provide o s Tohom o S vk ey 5 2y
membership communities to enable them to budget Intergovernmental Committee, whose object is to find
their funds equitably but it strongly opposes the adop- a solution of the problem of refugees, who include
tion by the Council of the authority to evaluate aims, persons of different creeds and nationalities. Irs rask is
purposes and validity of program of any of the agencies humanitarian, and “ﬁém Wmm'}.gm
applying for funds,” the committee stated. mhp “hm?“l mcummo'@“m:ﬁj’m ol i mmh .

“The Executive Committee further urges ‘that the so far as Palestine is available for immigration, it will

delegates and constituent organizations of the Ameri- *ﬁ;ﬂ:‘d

can Jewish Conference comderthepmpcml on na-

tional budgeting, and advise the Council of Jewish ti

Federations and Welfare Funds of their opposition to |

the national budgeting plan.” mmmm
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Amarican Jewisu CONFERENCE

521 Fifth Avenue  TdotmMompmme7iwz  New York 17, N Y.

INTZRDM COMMITTEE Apfal 2, 1045

Mo ook e mseoaxe  The Hon. Edward R. Stettinius, Jr.

Secretary of State
Department of State
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

In babalr of tbn American .Tm;h Conference, we
respectfully submit to you the state-
ment 'td.eh sses the views of the delegates to
the American E ewish Conference on the needs and
mtiuno of the Jewish people at the present time

A Saaviers . Koeewan " in the post-war world.
Exdacma

The imerican Jewish Conference aycnlc for the over-

Kunwor
Ramzt Jaeri . LOOKTamM ‘whelming majority of American Jews. It 1s composed

.obhk tes representing sixty national membershi
- tions and the elected representatives of tgery

D PR major Awnrican Jewish community.

g We ask the consideration and support by the imerican
e Government of the proposals contaiped in this state-

ment. We resyeettuny ‘request that those proposals-
which are rel it to the agenda of the forthcoming
United Nations rence on International Organization
be submitted to and supported by the American delegation
to that conference.

Respectfully submitted,

Vimet Quatizsy Sy By Tty



I. PREAMBLE

The statement which follows is respectfully submitted as an exposition
of the needs and aspirations of the Jewish people at the present moment
and in the post-war period. It was first articulated in resolutions adopted
at the plenary session of the American Jewish Conference held in New
York City August 29-September 2, 1943, and in Pittsburgh, Decem-
ber 3-5, 1944. The views which it expresses have had their urgency
accentuated rather than diminished by the passage of time and the course
of historic event. That these views, moreover, give utterance to the opin-
ions of the great majority of American Jews is evidenced both by the rep-
resentative character of the Conference, and by the democratic procedure
thmughwhichd:eConfmemowsmdhasitsbeing

2. nmfm&emoffammhﬁnggmpmgmmofm
on “problems relating to the rights and status of Jews in the post-war
world” and upon all matters looking to the implementation of the rights
of the Jewish people to Palestine, that the Conference was convened in
1943. To its first session, held in INew York, there came 123 delegates,
bearing the mandates of 64 Jewish organizations each of a national mem-
bership. In addition, there were ellected 379 delegates who represented
all Jewish communities in the United States. Thus, in 77 cities and 59
regions, special election conferences were held at which electors, each
rcpresmhngﬁftymembcrso:momoleocalorgmmﬁon,selected,by
secret ballot and through a method| of proportional representation, their
respective community delegate. The: rcsultofthlsproccdnrcwasthatont
ofapopulnbonofﬁvenuﬂwnAmum]’ews,amﬂhonand a half Jewish
adults exercised this specific franchise and elected delegates who, in their
totality, were truly representative of all of the varied groups which go to
make up a democratic community. Upon the common objectives of the
Conference, however, an unprecedented unanimity of opinion was regis-
tered by overwhelming majority vote.

3. At its first session, the American Jewish Conference, bringing to
expression the most deeply cherished sentiments of American Jewry,
adopted resolutions calling for the rescue of the Jewish people in Europe,
their post-war rehabilitation, and the implementation of Jewish rights to
Palestine. In the interval between the first and second sessions, Commis-
sions upon designated problems were established, and these, from time

Five



to time, submitted the viewpoint of the Conference to governmental
authority. For the purpose of further particularization, the resolutions of
the first session were given additional exposition in a series of statements
adopted by the Commissions; the delegates who, in 1944, attended the
second session of the Conference ratified these statements as constituting
an expression of the essential prerequisites for the rehabilitation of the
Jewish people,

4. At this important juncture in history when the leaders of the United
Nations are giving thought to plans and formulae which will in large
measure determine the nature of the new and better world order to
emerge after these years of sacrifice, it is elementary justice that the voice
of the most wronged of peoples should also be heard. A great deal of the
strength of that voice has been lost; uncounted are the thousands whom
Nazi tyranny has forever silenced. | The duty to speak for the survivors
—themselves spectres that must haunt the conscience of mankind—is
therefore all the more peremptory; and upon none does that duty fall
with more exacting imperativeness than upon those Jews who, living in a
great democracy, have ever been free to express, and ever certain to receive
a hearing for, their pleas on behalf of the wronged and the oppressed.
It is in this spirit that the present memorandum, a crystallization of
the sentiments and convictions of the American Jewish Conference on
both the immediate urgencies and the post-war needs of the Jewish people,
is herewith respectfully submitted.

5. Together with all other liberty-loving Americans, we pray that the
new world order which is now being planned, will be one which will
secure to all men and to all peoplesi the right to enjoy freedom of speech
and conscience, and to live in freedom from fear and want. Certainly the
fulfillment of the promise of the Atlantic Charter—the four freedoms to
the four corners of the earth—constitutes the sine qua non of the further
development of civilization. All the: peoples of the world, therefore, look
forward to the acceptance of these major premises as the basis of future
peace and future progress; the ifialienable right of every individual to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, a right modified only by the
similar claims of his fellows; and the acknowledged right of every people
to self-determination, a right qualified only by the interests and welfare
of the human race as a whole. The right to self-determination, cannot, by
definition be exercised vicariously; liberty is not enjoyed by proxy. In the
peaceful and orderly reconsiruction of the world, all peoples must have a
voice in the determination of their future. We ask that this right be granted
to the Jewish people.
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6. It is not intended to preface this memorandum with a statement of
either the achievements or the past sufferings of the Jewish people as con-
stituting additional consideration for the acceptance of its present claim.
That this people has suffered a martyrdom which’ has lasted twenty cen-
turies constitutes onc of the most trugic examples of man’s inhumanity to
man; that it has kindled lights by which western civilization still stands
illumined is one of the truisms of history. But it is neither as reward for
services rendered, nor as compensation for damages sustained, that the
fundamental rights of a people are pleaded. Those rights are predicated on
the elementary principle that all proples, wherever they may be found
and however few their numbers, are morally justified to speak in tomor-
row’s council of nations, there to defend their rights to survival and self-
fulfillment. For those who have a memory, however, it is impossible to
dissociate the claims of the Jewish people from the facts of immediate
history. Great as bas been the sorrovw and tragedy which Nazi tyranny has
brought to the once free peoples off Europe, greater than human speech
can tell, greater than civilized man can believe, is the nightmare horror
which state-organized barbarism his visited upon the Jewish people.
Every cruelty that a madman’s science could invent, the insane fury of the
Reich has invented. Every barbarismi that atrocity could devise against our
people, the Nazis have devised. In the torture houses of the concentration
camps, our brothers have fallen in the hundreds; before the common
graves of mass-execution, they have perished in the thousands; in the
tens of thousands they have fallen victim to the enforced famine and pes-
tilence of the ghetto. The gas-chamber, the firing-squad—it is with these
that the enemy has taken a census of our people. Those who survived are
today wanderers upon the face of the earth, uprooted, driven from pillar
to post, finding here only a temporary refuge, there, only a conditional
sanctuary.

7. The ravages inflicted upon our people by the Nazi bandits do not
date merely from the outbreak of hostilities. Six years before the first rifle
was fired in the present war the enemy had already made the Jlews his
“chosen people,” craftily chosen for the purpose of testing the conscience
of mankind. The world did not stand up to that test; an outmoded
doctrine of sovereignty tolerated a member, deemed of the Family of
Nations, to perpetrate with impunity every manner of atrocity, provided
it did so in its own house, though the groans of the victims were heard
across a continent and an ocean. For six years, these victims of Nazism,
weak and forsaken, alone and without allies, could do nothing but turn
their backs to the oppressor.
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8. When, at last, the enemy emerged from his experiments upon the
Jewish people to his larger planning of “the New Order,” the world was
plunged into war. The democratic nations finally stood arrayed against
the forces of fascism; and the Jewish people saw its sacrifice trans-
formed from a senseless martyrdom to the meaningful ordeal of battle.
Today, one and a balf million Jews fight in the armies of the United
Nations. No Jews fight in the ranks of our enemies. On sea, on land, in
the air, whether in specifically Jewish units unfarling their own banner,
as in the Jewish Brigade, or shoulder to shoulder with their fellow citizens
in the battalions of the democracies, or in guerrilla and partisan detach-
ments, Jews are fighting and dying in the cause of bumanity.

9. It is these considerations which give capacity and quality to the Jew-
ish people itself to plead its cause before the council of nations. To con-
demn this people to wait in the antechambers, while advocates, well-
intentioned or otherwise, affect to advance its claims, is to add peril and
indignity to the lot of those already too much wronged. The miscarriage
of}ust:cerlsuﬂing&nmmchapmmdumﬂmudyﬁlhtooverﬂowmgme
pagsof]cwuhm

10. Thseobuuhms.we,mhrtmpm:&athpmmtphgﬁ
and the future position of the Jewish people be given special considera-
tion by the United Nations. In the twelve years of Nazi aggression, Jews
have suffered longer and more deeply than any other people. Even in the
hour of liberation, their misery is prolonged. Stripped of their posses-
sions, weakened by the agony of their ordeal, they are unable themselves
to mend the shattered fragments of their lives. Homeless and without
hope, they know not whither to turn.

II. THE AREA OF IMMEDIATE ACTION

11. Preliminary to our presentation of the post-war problems of the Jew-
ish people, duty imposes that our first plea shall be directed to the cause
of those who are still in the grasp of the Nazi forces. The history of what
is called “The Rescue of Jews™" isi a disheartening commentary on the
humanity of the United Nations. In September, 1943, when the delegates
assembled at the first session of the Conference, it was estimated that more
than three million Jews had been murdered by the Nazi regime. The Con-
ference recorded its deep concern that the democracies had not instituted
vigorous action to rescue those who might have been saved. Since then,
large masses of Jews have been hurried to unnatural death, and today 2
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scattered remnant of the five million who once lived in the Europe con-
quered by the Germans, remain in concentration and labor camps or in
hiding in Nazi territory. Their peril is great, for they are threatened with
extermination in a final orgy of Nazi terror.

12. Since the creation of the War Refugee Board in January, 1944, it
has been evident that measures could be taken to bring succor to these Jews.
In view of the continuing emergency and the continuing opportunity to
save buman lives, it is urged thas the United Nations take every pom&h
step to save those who are still in the Nazi shadow.

L AN INTERNATIONAL BILL OF RIGHTS

13. 'IhedeclamﬁonsofthcleadendtthuitedNaﬁnnshﬂcfmmthe
ﬂxcovcmllob;ecm;eoftbuwarwnotmerdythcmbhshmentofthe
status quo ante. The sacrificial forties did not come merely to vindicate
Eu:opcslawlssthuhu. Everywhere it is tecognized that the peoples of

tbeworldwﬂlmttcceptatatumhtbemtﬂzywhﬁprmﬂ:dnntl
and was consummated by, the present world holocaust. The Jewish

people, too, cannot be reconciled to an antomatic restoration, even if that
were possible, to the dubious position which it occupied before the war.
Then,becausetheywercunmptescmtedaﬁthemncﬂofthemhom,the
Jews of Europe, in many places, were ever exposed to legislative discrim-
ination and even to physical attack; everywhere, a defenseless minority,
they had nowhere a national homeland, nowhere a national status. The
last to be emancipated in Europe, they were, when Fascism launched
its initial campaign to subjugate all free peoples, the first to be enslaved.
To re-establish for them the status quo would be in many instances only
to substitute the bloodless for the bloody pogrom.

14. It is true that after the last war, in many of the Central Eastern
states of Europe, Jews, together with other minority groups, were guar-
anteed equal status by a system of treaties, declarations, and conventions.
This obligation, moreover, was assumed as fundamental law, subject to
neither legislative change, nor admiinistrative abridgment, recognized as
of international concern, and within the supervisory jurisdiction of the
League of Nations. In many instances, the status of equality existed only
in the documents which enundiated it; the governmental and popular con-
duct which these documents purported to shape, in no way reflected the
existence of these rights. The international instrumentality for the en-
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forcement of these guarantees, morcover, was defective, in some instances
entirely inoperative. Thus, there were states in Europe which in their
constitutions and in their international commitments could boast of the
most benign and progressive principles, while the treatment of minorities
in their domains was characterized by the darkest and most reactionary
practice. And, without the provision of proper sanctions and adequate
methods of enforcement, there was no one to say them nay.

15. The past decade, moreover, has seen the practice of racial discrim-
ination elevated from the status of a covert vice to the altitude of a phil-
osophy and Weltanschauung. Of such racial discrimiriation, anti-Semit-
ism constitutes the classic example. It has served, and if not suppressed,
will continue to serve, as the first tuctic in the strategy of Fascism against
the democracies of the world. In its immoral basis as reprehensible as the
trading in slaves, as destructive in its consequences as the illegal traffic in
narcotics, it has long merited international suppression.

16. Inmdum:mmltwm'tgk:dgmﬂbdmymh-
tion, the nations of the world musi guarantee a Bill of Rights to be em-
bodredmammd?mdumgthmnoﬂohmmudma
series of international covenants among groups of nmations. The nations
of the world can no longer remain indifferent when a state deprives citi-
zens, individually or-in groups, of their basic human rights; the exper-
1enccofﬂ:epastymshssamplydemonmtcdthatsuchwolamnsm
emphatically not matters “‘solely of domestic concern.”

17. The American Jewish Conference therefore urges that the world
order which the United Nations are: resolved to establish shall accept as a
basic principle an International Bill of Rights, which shall embody:

a. Full and complete protection of life and liberty for the
ibabitants of all countries, without distinction of birth, nation-
ality, language, vace, or religion.

b. Unequivocal equality of rights in law and in fact for all
the citizens of every country.

¢. The inalienable right of all religions, ethnic, and cultural
groups to maintain and foster their respective group identities on
the basis of equality.

d. The outlawing of anti-Semitism as an instrument of
internal and international policy.

e. The setting up of proper and adequate machinery to effect
and safeguard these objectives.

Ten



IV. PALESTINE

18. An international Bill of Riglts is urged to protect Jews wherever
they may be minorities. The establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Com-
monwealth, however, is essential if universal Jewish minorityhood is to
be ended, and if the problem of Jewish homelessness, a disability which
has contributed to the insecurity of the Jewish people, is to be solved. It
is to Palestine that the great majority of homeless Jews seek admission
because it is to that land that they are bound by the ties of their history,
and in that land they have demonstrated their capacity for self-develop-
ment.

19. At the first session of the Anerican Jewish Conference a resolution
declarative of Jewish rights to Palestine was adopted by an overvwhelming
majority. The resolution in part declared: -

“In the First World War, the civilized nations pointed to a
solution of the Jewish problem: through the reconstruction of the
Jewish Homeland in Palestine with which the Jewish people has
been bound up historically anid religiously throughout the cen-
turies. This was expressed in the Balfour Declaration issued by
the British Government, after consultation between the Allied
and Associated Powers, on November 2, 1917, and in the Maa-
date for Palestine accorded tol Great Britain in 1922, with the
consent of the fifty-one member nations of the League of Nations
and with the unanimous appraval of the Congress of the United
States.

“On the basis of this international covenant, the Jewish
people set itself to the task of recreating its historic Homeland in
Palestine. In the course of twenty-five years, it has demonstrated
a constructive capacity which has already had a profound effect
both on the hopes and outlook of the Jewish people, and on 2
country which had for centuries been regarded as one of the dere-
lict areas of the world. The progress of all sections of Palestine,
Arab as well as Jewish, under the stimulus of the developing
Jewish Homeland is one of the most notable phenomena of our
time; the contribution of democratic Jewish Palestine to the vic-
tories of the armies of the United Nations in the Near East has
been a significant vindication of the policy initiated by world
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opinion and carried out in the labors and sacrifices of the Jewish
people.

“This period of reconstruction, however, has coincided with a
general deterioration of world order and international morality.
Chief among the victims of this deterioration have been the
millions of Jews in Europe. 'Yet despite the fact that the condi-
tions which made imperative the re-establishment of the Jewish
Homeland a quarter of a century ago have been intensified beyond
the darkest forebodings, the rights internationally guaranteed to
the Jewish people with respect to Palestine have been progressively
whittled down on grounds of administrative and political expedi-
ency until, with the promulgation of the White Paper of May,
1939, the solemn promise macle to the Jewish people was virtually
nulhﬁedandth:hsthopcof:mlhonsofhomclm]cwsthreatemd
with extinction. .

"Wcmllfnrﬁlelayﬂmdl&iﬂ:fnlfdﬂnmtofthe covenant
entered into between the nations of the world and the Jewish
people.
"Wcuﬂio;thefdﬁﬂmmofﬂnmwuahm,md
of the Mandate for Palestine whose intent and underlying pur-
pose, based on the ‘historical tonnection of the Jewish people with
Palestine,” was to reconstitute: Palestine as the Jewish Common-
wealth. _

"We demand the immediate withdrawal in its entirety of the
Palestine White Paper of May, 1939, with its unwarranted restric-
tions on Jewish immigration and land settlement. The White
Paper is a violation of the rights accorded to the Jewish people
under the Mandate for Palestine. It was characterized by Mr.
Wiaston Churchill in the House of Commons as a ‘breach and a
repudiation of the Balfour IDeclaration.” The Permanent Man-
dates Commission of the League of Nations refused to recognize
its legality or its moral validity.

"“We demand that the gates of Palestine be opened to Jewish
immigration, and that the ]ewish Agency for Palestine, recog-
nized under the Mandate as the authorized representative of the
Jewish people, be vested with authority to direct and regulate im-
migration into Palestine, to develop 1o the maximum the agricul-
tural and industrial possibilities and the natusal vesources of the
country, and to utilize its uncultivated and unoccupied lands for
Jewish colonization and for the benefit of the country as a whole.

Twelve



"The measures here urged constitute the essential prerequisites
for the attainment of a Jewish majority and for the recreation of
the Jewish Commonwealth.

“In the pursuit of its objective of a Jewish Commonwealth,
the Jewish people has steadfastly held before it the ideals which
shall integrate Jewish Palestine within the new democratic world
structure. The Jewish people pliedges itself to scrupulous regard
for and preservation of the religious, linguistic and cultural rights
of the Arab population of Palestine, and to the civil and religious
equality of all its inhabitants before the law. The inviolability of
the Holy Places of the various religions shall be guaranteed.

“The Jewish people reaffirms its readiness and desire for ffull
cooperation with its Arab neighbors in Palesbne, and in the work
of its own national redemption, welcomes the economic and polit-
mldcvclopmenuofthcﬁnbpeopksoftheﬂurﬁast On the
basnsbothofﬂ:epartrthasplmredinthehuhxyafuuhzabm,
and of its present achievement in: Palestine, ﬂae}ewuh people be-
lieves that the Jewish Commonwealth to be established will repre-
sent another fundamental contribution to the social and political
ideals of the world. Tt will finally answer the agonized cry of the
most martyred of peoples, and enable it to take its rightful p]lacc
in that progressive order of mankind w!:uch, we pray, may issue

from the present struggle.”
20. We note with satisfaction that in the months following the first
session, the Conference resolution on. Palestine won the warm and sympa-
thetic endorsement of American publlic opinion. At the second session of
the American Jewish Conference, the delegates hailed the declaration of
the President of the United States of October 15, 1944, in which the
President, in 2 message to the Zionist Organization of America, stated:

“Please express my satisfaction that in accord with traditional
American policy, and in keeping with the spirit of the four free-
doms, the Democratic Party at its July convention this year in-
cluded the following plank in its: platform:

" 'We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish
immigration and colonization, and such a policy as to result in the
establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish Common-
wealth.’

“Efforts will be made to find appropriate ways and means of
effectuating this policy as soon as practicable. I know how long
and ardently the Jewish people have worked and prayed for the
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establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish com-
monwealth. I am convinced that the American people give their
support to this aim; and if re-elected, I shall help to bring about
its realization.”

21. We look to the Mandatory Power and to the United Nations for the
speedy and effective fulfillment of the pledges given to our people. We
call upon the United Nations in their program of reconstruction to make
possible the resettlement and rehabilitation in Palestine of all who seek to
rebuild their lives there, and we further urge that through the responsible
intergovernmental agencies of the United Nations, in cooperation with
the Jewish Agency for Palestine, all necessary financial and technical
assistance be speedily provided to help meet the problems of transporta-
tion, feeding, supplizs,mdreoonshmction

22. Tbhe execution of this progran: is an essential element in the fulfill-
ment of the Mcof!b:UuﬂdNa&mtoMaworH of justice,
secarity, and freedom. Without it, indeed, the general intentions of the
United Nations will be tragically frustrated; the people of the earth will
be re-established in vain, if after all the struggle and sacrifice, the Jews
still remain forgotten. Such an instance of discrimination would then
constitute an encouragement and a starting point for the further disregard
of the rights of the weak, a negation of the moral base upon which the
new world order is to be founded, and therefore a threat and a peril also
to its beneficiaries. Without the (constitution of Palestine as a Jewish
Commonwedlth, the provisions of tibe Atlantic Charter remain wnfulfilled;
with it there ensues an act of sublime and inspiring justice, an act whereby
wrong is redressed, and the Four. IFreedoms at last repay the debt of the
Ten Commandments.

V. RESTORATION OF RIGHTS

23. In the transition period between war and peace, and preparatory to
the establishment of the peace, the American Jewish Conference asks the
United Nations for action to meet the immediate and urgent needs of the
Jewish people. A survey of conditions in liberated and ex-enemy coun-
tries reveals that in addition to sharing all the disabilities suffered by their
non-Jewish fellow citizens, Jews wrere ruthlessly singled out for special
discrimination and mistreatment. The rights to equal citizenship were
annulled; the right of community organization, hitherto enjoyed, was ab-
rogated; when retained, it was usec by the Nazi regime as an instrument
for the imposition of collective fines or the recruitment of slave-labor
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battalions. Stateless, dispossessed, without rights, and helpless, an entire
population was reduced to the status of wuntermenschen.

24. Apart from the larger measures, already adverted to, for improving
the status of Jews, the American Jewish Conference believes that the im-

mediate restoration of all rights formerly enjoyed by them is a prerequisite
%o the reconstruction of [ewish life in Europe. The following measures are
therefore recommended to the govermments of the United Nations:

a. As soon as an area in Ewrvope is liberated or occupied by
the Allied forces, the government or governing authority in that
area shall declare null and void, with retroactive effect, all dis-
criminatory laws and measures enacted against the Jewish popula-
tion by the German civil and military authorities, their allies and
their satellites. The governing athorities in the liberated areas
shall restore to the Jewish populations in those areas all the con-
stitutional and treaty rights which they formerly enjoyed.

b. Citizenship shall be restored to dll those who bave been
deprived of it. Restoration of citizenship shall also be extended
to persons displaced from their former countries, unless they
themselves refuse such restoration. .

c. The governing authorities of the liberated areas shall re-
store without delay all the rights of communal, veligiouns and cul-
tural organization, which the Jewish populations in those areas
enjoyed after the first World War. These autborities shall further
facilitate the early re-establishment of [ewish community organi-
zation, which is indispensable to the rebabilitation of the wprooted
Jewish population.

VI. REHABILITATION

25. Uprooted from their homes, dispossessed of the clementary neces-
sities of even mere animal existence, deprived of medical care, subjected
to an ingenious and ruthless system of organized starvation, pressed into
slave-labor, great numbers of Jews have been reduced to an appalling
destitution. At this very moment, unless immediate assistance is brought
to them, thousands of Jews in liberated areas face death from disease and
starvation. In many of these areas, UNRRA and other agencies estab-
lished on behalf of displaced populations have not yet begun to operate.
In many places, too, the Nazi indoctrination of race-hatred has lingered
on; though the Germans fled, the German virus has gone underground
and persisted.
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26. The reconstruction of the mass of shattered humanity, constitutes
an epic challenge to the sincerity and goodwill of the United Nations.
Certainly the special plight: in which the Jews of Europe find themselves
calls for special remedies. These remedies will have to be effected, not
only by the United Nations acting in concert; it is recognized, indeed,
that the governments, as well as the general populations of the liberated
countries will play an important part in the rehabilitation of the Jews in
their respective lands. It is our fervent hope that the nations, freed from
the shackles of tyranny, will also free themselves from the effects of that
anti-Semitic propaganda which the enemy used as an instrument for their
subjugation. It would truly be a tragic misfortune—the defeat of a bard-
won victory—if anti-Semitism, in whatever form, were permitted to
obstruct the democratic development of the liberated countries.

27. Special consideration, therefore, will have to be given by the United
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration and other Agencies to
the special needs of the Jewish population; special, of course, only in the
sense that the discrimination and suffering which has been inflicted upon
them has been special and extraordinary. We are confident that in the
feeding, clothing, and sheltering of these stricken populations, the check-
ing and preventing of further spread of epidemics and discase, the caring
for orphans and children 'who are separated from their parents, the re-
uniting of scattered families and the aiding of deportees in their emigra-
tion and repatriation, these agencies will deal with the Jewish population
in a spirit of equity, and with due regard to the urgency of their need.
We are further confident that provision will be' made for such specific
imperatives as the liberation of Jews from ghettos, reservations, and
concentration areas, and that adequate conditions for the exercise of
freedom of conscience and the observance of ritual requirements will be
provided.
28. Accordingly we urge that:

a. Ample opportunity be given such Jews as may be able to return
to their former occupations,

b. In the case of those who cannot resume their former occupations,
measures should be provided for their economic retraining and reorienta-
tion, consideration being given to their special experience and skill.

¢. Facilities should be provided for the re-establishment of [ewish
religious, educational and welfare organizations.

d. There must be recognition of the right of every Jew who desires
to settle in Palestine to emigrate and to take bis possessions with bim.
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VII. DISPLACED PERSONS

29. Many of the surviving European Jews, who are now in countries of
refuge or temporary asylum, will neither wish nor be able to return to
their former homes; many of the survivors confined under enemy occu-
pation in their countries of origin or residence will not desire to remain
there even after liberation. In the case of many, indeed, it would be cruel
to ask them to continue living in an atmosphere which has been poisoned
for them forever, amidst scenes constantly evocative of their past ordeals,
amidst the ubiquitous monuments to their martyrdom. For such displaced
Jews, new homes in other countries ‘will have to be provided; and while
it will be: possible to move most of them only after the cessation of hos-
tilities, many, it must be recognized, can even now and without interfering
with the successful prosecution of the war, be transported to other countries
ofsetﬂﬂnentwh&eth:ymaybeglmmoppommiytombm!dthm
lives anew,

30. To hdpﬂmcdlsphcedpumsmbhshthmelmmncwmun
tries of permanent settlement, we call upon the United Nations, and
uponcacﬁlgovemmtmncemed,asweﬂasugongovemmcnta!agmaes
dealing with such problems, to act as speedily as possible on the following

measures:

a. To find new places of permanent settlement, bearing in mind that
Palestine bas been prepared tibrough decades of Jewish pioneering
effort to absorb large masses of returning Jews and that without
excluding other couniries as sanctuaries for individual resettlers,
Palestine is, like no other country, best suited for Jewish mass
colonization. '

b. To care for the preservation, maintenance, iransportation and
initial stages of settlement of the displaced [ews who are seeking
new bomes in other counrries, such assistance to be accorded in
the same manner as aid is given repatriates of the United Nations.

¢. To issue an internationally recognized idemtity and travel docu-
ment for stateless persons, or persons not enjoying in fact the
protection of any Government.

d. To admit Jewish observers to the Standing Committees of
UNRRA in charge of displaced persons and to the Intergovern-
mental Committee on Refugees and its Executive Commiltee, for
the purpose of consultation and advice on maiters periaining to
the problems of resettlement of displaced Jews.
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31. In addition to the personal fury directed against the Jews by the
Nazi sadists, European Jewry has also been the victim of the no less agon-
izing though impersonal effects of international law. Thus, as a result of
its legal fictions, German, Austrian and Czech ]ews, the first victims of
Nazi outrage, would be technically considered as “‘enemy aliens.” Such a
classification, it is submitted, is unthinkable. Having already been de-
prived of their citizenship in the nemy countries and reduced therein to
the status of pariahs, having taken their stand with the United Nations in
the unremitting struggle against the Axis, it is as allies and friendly
aliens that they should be regarded and treated.

32. We also call attention to that peculiar status which runs counter to
the most elementary concepts of imorality—the status, if status it can be
called, of “statelessness.” That any human being, not guilty or even
accused of any crime, should be jiridically exiled fron any and all parts
of God's earth is an unspeakable invention, as cruel as it is blasphemous.
'I'hcattenhonoftheUmdNnhms,the:efote,udimctedto&em
problem of large numbers of such individuals who, through territorial
changes and the overlapping and conflicting legislation of various coun-
tries, luvelostthurahmsh:pwilh:ticqmmgmﬂtﬁm It is submitted:

a. That measures kkbubymmwcgnmmm eliminate
the condition of "statelessness.”

b. That in approving changes of sovereignty over populations, or in
establishing new boundaries, meainres be taken to avoid the creation of
groups of stateless individuals.

VIII. PUNISHMENT OF WAR CRIMINALS

33. Since their rise to power, the leaders of the Nazi regime have pro-
claimed the extermination of the Jewish people as a rnajor aim of their
“policy.”” This aim they have pursued with scientific system and unre-
lenting vigor; they have brought to the Jews of Europe, death on a time-
table, murder by schedule. In consort with Axis allies and associates,
with the connivance of Nazi followers in their home countries and their
collaborators in occupied territory, they have, with an unexampled besti-
ality, carried out their campaign of terror and annihilation. These crimes
cannot go unpunished without destroying the legal and moral foundations
upon which our civilization rests.

34. Aware of the manifold crimes committed by the Axis powers against
the Jewish people, the United Nations have solemnly and officially af-
firmed as their policy the full and just punishment of all those guilty.
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Thus, the Inter-Allied Declaration signed at St. James’ Palace on January
13, 1942, though not making express reference to the Jews, proclaimcd
that the signatory powers “place among their principal war aims the
punishment, through the channel of organized justice, of those guilty
and responsible for these crimes (against civilians), whether they have
ordered them, perpetrated them, or in any way participated in them.”
Subsequently, in a Joint Declaration issued simultaneously at Lon-
don and Washington on December 17, 1942, the United Nations took
formal cognizance of the fact that “the German authorities . . . are now
carrying into effect Hitler’s oft-repeated intention to exterminate the Jew-
ish people in Europe,” and therefore “reaffirm their solemn resolution to
ensure that those responsible for these crimes shall not escape retribution,
and to press on with the necessary practical measures to this end.”
36. On March 24, 1944, this policy was clearly and emphatically reiter-
ated when President Roosevelt, with the approval of Prime Minister
Churchill and Premier Stalin, made 2 public pronouncement calling atten-
tion to the fact that the extermination of the Jewish people was “begun
by the Nazis in the day of peace and mulhphedbyﬂ:mahund:ed times
in time of war,” and stating in part: “we . . . again proclaim our deter-
mination that none who participate: in t’hese acts of savagery (against
Jews and other civilians) shall go unipunished. The United Nations have
made it clear that they will pursue the guilty and deliver them up in order
that justice be done. That warning' applies not only to the leaders but
also to their functionaries and subordinates in Germany and in the satel-
lite countries. . . . All who share the: 'guilt will share the punishment.”
37. In view of the solemn and umequivocal declaration of policy em-
bodied in these and similar official statements, which leave no doubt as to
the intention of the United Nations to visit just punishment upon those
guilty of crimes against civilian populations, and notably against the
Jewish people, the American Jewish Conference, urges that in carrying
out this policy the United Nations take cognizance of and proper action
upon the following considerations:

a. The crimes committed by the Axis nations and their associates
against the Jewish people shall be duly specified in the indict-
ment against the war criminals and made punishable in accord-
ance with the policy announced by the United Nations.

b. Crimes committed against [ews in given territories shall be
tried in the respective national courts, except those committed
in Germany and in the territories of ber satellites, which shall
be tried in international courts.
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¢. The United Nations skall require the surrender of the criminals
by the Axis nations or by other countries to which they may
escape. Provision for survender shall be included in the terms
of armistice.

d. The national as well as international courts shall recognize
Jewish representatives as amici curiae.

e. The Commission for the Investigation of War Crimes, or a
similar authority, shall give locus standi 1o a representation
of the Jewish people.

IX. RESTITUTION OF PROPERTY

38. Much of the havoc which has been wrought by the Nazi regime is
beyond compensation or repair. No governmental edict, no international
ﬁatmmehxcmqum:hmdmdsqfﬂlommmm
martyred by the Nazi execu , no payment in money or in things can
in any measure compensai fotthe,_'_'\ s to which the survivors of
Naz:ctueltyhm:baenmb]md.cmmlyxtmmw this plane that
meclmmfwuﬁmﬁ@hmuposﬂad,ﬂ:efsdn,mvmthatamnng
the less irrevocable perpetrations of the Nazis, wholesale theft and rob-
bery occupied a2 most prominent place. It is elementary justice that the
victims of these crimes be entitled to festitution. The American Jewish
Conference, therefore, urges recognition 'of the right to indemnification for
allwhohavesuﬁeredlussofpmgertymdlwe!ﬂmodasazsultofacﬂ-
culated Nazi program which began with discrimination and ended with
destruction.

39. In view of the unigue situation. of the Jewish victims of Axis policy
in Europe, and the urpency of their need, special consideration should
be given by the United Nations. both individually and collectively to
the problems of restitution of property and compensation for losses by
Jews in life and health, commaunal and private property, rights, interests
and occupations, and the claims of Jewish victims and their representa-
tives should be included in the first category in any system of priorities set
up by reparation agencies, national and international.

40. Special provision will be required to secare reparation for generd
damages caused by the Nazi aggressors and their satellites to the Jewish
people, this reparation to serve to facilitate the rebuilding of Palestine
as the Jewish National Home.

41. The United Nations should secure the enactment of adequate rules
for indemnification, including the following:
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2. Wherever confiscated or transferred Jewish property is or can
be made available, immediate steps shall be taken to restore it to
its rightful owner.

b. Wherever direct and full restoration is not possible, just
compensation shall be provided. The Axis nations and their
satellites, as well as their nationals, their quislings, and the bene-
ficiaries of "Aryanized” property in occupied countries shall be
made liable for the indemnification of losses by Jews.

c. Appropriate steps shall be taken to effect the return of prop-
erty of which Jews have been deprived and which may be found
in the territories of United Nations and neutral countries.

42. From such special funds as will, pending a final settlement of claims
against Axis and satellite countries, be constituted out of currency re-
serves, commodities, raw materials, cquipment, and things belonging to
ﬂxesenauons,mappmpmzeptnshmldhezmﬂiedfarthcbmeﬁtufeco-
nomically uprooted Jews and to assist such Jews to resettle elsewhere if
they so desire.

43. It is urged that in all territories formerly occupied or dominated by
spective of their nationality and- present residence, full and speedy restora-
tion of property, rights and positions, and compensation for losses suf-
fered; the laws, moreover, should provide for the right of claimants to
choose to be indemnified in money or kind, as may be most convenient for
the claimants under the conditions prevailing at that time. These laws
should be retroactive in their effect; and in those cases where the original
victims are dead or missing, should avail to the advantage of their de-
pendents and heirs. Claims against individuals should be made upon the
demand of individual claimants with adequate compensation by the State
in cases where these claims yield no result. An adequate period of time
should be allowed in which claims can be presented, and State 2id in an
appropriate form should be available in all cases.

44. All the governments concerned should enact laws making possible
the reconsideration of legal and administrative decisions given during the
period of discrimination and enabling the reinstatement of claimants in
their rights irrespective of any statute of limitations. In the case of Jews
cither unable or unwilling to return to their former homeland or place of
residence, or residents desiring to emigrate therefrom, compensation for
all losses should be made to them at their new place of residence. The
United Nations should grant their respective citizens and residents en-
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titled to indemnification, or their representatives, full protection and
assistance in dealing with governments against whom they may establish
claims.
45. The United Nations should create special tribunals to deal with
cases of claims against Axis nationals and their accomplices, irrespective
of their residence and the location of their property, and conclude the
necessary conventions both among themselves and with neutral nations
to implement these decisions and enforce their execution upon the Axis
nations.
46. It is proposed that there be established an International Jewish Re-
construction Commission and Jewish national reconstruction commissions,
working in cooperation with it, to be vested with all the powers necessary
to procure the right to and payment of indemnification to the Jewish
people, Jewish bodies and individuals. Property and rights belonging to
Jewish communities, organizations, funds, trusts, and ‘other institutions
which have ceased to exist and to Jewish families m@emd extinguished
shall be declared to belong to the International ]eWIsii Reconstruction Com-
mission directly or whenever and as long as an appropriate Jewish national
commission exists and ' requests this, through such national commission.
The International Jewish Reconstruction Commission shall use all the
funds at its final disposal directly or through the Jewish national com-
missions in the respective countries for rehabilitation of European Jews
and their communities, and through the Jewish Agency for Palestine for
the development of its program; shall be authorized to represent ex-officio
all Jewish claimants not present in the country of the location of their
property and rights.until such claimants shall return there, unless indi-
vidual representatives have been appointed and- shall, upon request by
individuals present in the country, represent them; shall be declared the
legal representative of all missing Jews, or Jews prevented from presenting
their claims, until they or their heirs are legally restored to their rights;
and shall be given the right to participate in the deliberations of the
United Nations dealing with questions of compensation, restitution and
reparations. The legislation of the countries concerned shall be amended
s0 as to make the implementation of these rules mandatory.

X. JEWISH REPRESENTATION

47. We cannot but emphasize again the plea of the Jewish people for
representation in the council of the United Nations. Considerations of
judicial convenience and judicial right demand that the Jewish people,
first victim and most loyal ally, appear in the transactions of the United
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Nations, not by way of a prete-nom, not as a remote petitioner, but as a
party in coram curiae, duly and fully represented.

48. It was in this spirit that the American Jewish Conference, at its first
session, unanimously adopted a resolution which declared:

"“This Conference requests the recognition by the United
Nations of the justice of the Jewish claim for representation, for
the purpose of advice and cooperation, on agencies that bave been
and will be set up by the United Nations to deal with the problems
of relief, rebabilitation, resettlement, and other aspects of post-
war reconstruction.”

With the passage of time, and the imminence of decisions about to be
taken by the United Nations, the urgency of that resolution has increased.
Now, when those who have been so long silenced by the oppressor
are to be permitted to speak, it would be gross inequity if this right were
to be granted to all, and withheld only from the most oppressed; reserving
for them only the dubious privilege of ex parie utterance.

49. It is pertinent to note, too, that every nation which has declared war
agunstthehx:s,mdndmgmnywhowﬂhbddﬂﬂdmbﬂ:mmhl
March 1, 1945, will be represented in the new international organiza-
tion. We ask that right also for the first victim of Nazi aggression.

50. After twenty centuries of wandering and discrimination, climaxed
by the events of the last nightmare decade, the Jewish people is burdened
with the effects of countless wrongs perpetrated against it. The righting of
these wrongs is today the great desideratum not only of their particular
victims, but of all mankind, The council of the United Nations, therefore,
constitutes the proper forum for their discussion, the proper instrument
for their rectification. There, the Jewish people has a right to be heard.
Heard, it can confidently feel that justice will be done.
The whole respectfully submitted.

ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN

Louis Lipsky

Elenry MONSKY
Co-Chairmen, Interim Committee,
AMERICAN JEwisH CONFERENCE
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JEWISH COMMUNITIES TO CONSIDER PLAN FOR PERMARENT ORGANIZATION AT PUBLIC HEARINGS

The basic plan for the ;ﬁrment organization to succeed the American Jewish
Conference, at present under discussion in Jewish circles throughout the country,
will be examined at public hearings in key communities during Octoder and November.

Sponsored locally by community councils, welfare funds, leaders in Jewish endea-
vor, and Conference delegates, these hearings will provide an opportunity for the
Jewish community at large to express its views on the plan and to suggest modifica-
tions and amendments., Thus far, hearings have been scheduled in Chicago, October 12;
Cleveland, October 19; Detroit, October 12; Los Angeles, October 25; St. Paul, Oct-
ober 1l4; Philadelphia, November 2. .

Dates for Boston, Nashville, Newark, New York and San Francisco will be announced
shortly. - :

A committee or panel of prominent local Jewish leaders will preside at each
hearing. Louis Lipsky, Chairmen of the Conference Executive Committee, Dr. Maurice N.
Bisendrath, Chairman of the Committee on Future Organisation, and other Executive Com-
mittee members will le&d off the discussion by presenting and analyzing the plan. This
is to be followed by comments and questions from the floor.

The Committee on Future Organization, which is to present its final report to the
Fourth Session of the American Jewish Conference in Chicago, November 29 to Descember 1,
will take cognizance of all views expressed.

» L
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The hearings on the plan are an innovatiom in Jewish public life. They are & bold
attempt to evoke the full participation of American Jewry's entire constitusncy - ite
local and national leaders &nd organizations - in influencing and shaping the founda-
tions of the permanent organization. And it is gratifying to record that the Jewish
community councils are taking active part in sponsoring the hearings. This reflects a
deep understanding by the local communities of the problem before us.

CONFERENCE ACTS ON UNSCOP REPCRT

With the Palestine issue before the UN General Assembly, the political activities
of the Conference were concent rated on presenting the reaction of American Jewry to
the UNSCOP report and in urging the U. S. Government to take a firm and favorable stand
on the Palestine issue before the United Nations,

Meeting in New York on September 18, the Interim Committee approved the statement
issued by the Conference Executive Committee on September 2 (see Bulletin 133) and
reiterated the belief that the UNSCOP majority report reflected a conscientious effort
to find a workable solution for the Palestine problem. At the same time, the Interim
Committee questiored the wisdom of entrusting to Great Britain the implementation of
UNSCOP's majority recommendations during the proposed transition period. The Interim
Committee suggested that the General Assembly set up "a neutral and impartial instru-
mentality® to carry out the UN decision on Palestine, and provide a shorter transition
period than the two yeers recommended by UNSCOP.

"In view of the failure of the Mandatory Govermment to fulfill its obligations to
the Jewish people in the past and to this very day, the Interim Committee questions the
wisdom of entrusting to the United Kingdom the implementation of the recommendations
during the two-year transition period as proposed in the majority report," the state-
ment declared.

The Interim Committee welcomed Secretary of State Marshall's September 17 state-
ment in his address to the General Assembly that the United States Government gives




No. 134 Page Two October 5, 1947

"great weight" to the UNSCOP majority report and that it will do Meverything in its
power” to bring about & proper solution of the Palestine question.

"Phis gives reassurance," the statement concluded, "that the American Government
will now vigorously pursue its traditional policy on Palestine in the present session
of the United Nations Assembly."

» » »

Following Colonial Secretary Arthur Creech-Jones' declaration to the General
Assembly of the UN that Great Britain had decided to surrender the Mandate over Pales-
tine and withdraw its troops, the Conference released the following statement:

"The announcement by Great Britain of her decision to terminate the Mandate and
to withdraw her troops and administration from Palestine is long overdue and welcome;
Colonial Secretary Creech-Jones' statement before the General Assembly removes from
the discussion at Lake Success a very troublesome aspect of the situation. The manda-
tory power must now show evidence of good faith by immediately putting an end to all
repressive measures in Palestine, and stop interference with Jewish immigration. If
indeed His Majesty's Government has no desire to impose a policy on Palestine by force
of arms, it is in a position to remove all doubts of its intentions in the matter by
doing so at once.

It is to be hoped that the British statement at the General Assembly will not
have the effect of a threat aimed at intimidating the United Nations. The General
Assembly has before it the well-considered majority recommeéndations of the United
Nations Special Committee on Palestine, and whatever Britain's conditions for perti-
cipating in the implementation of the United Nations decision, the United FNations
must act with speed and determination.

The United Nations are now in a position to consider the Palestine problem free
from any encumbrance of England's special interest in the matter, and the reaching of
a fair and just solution should be facilitated. It is to be expected that the manda-
tory power will withdraw from the country in an orderly manner in order toc enable the
population of Palestine gradually to assume the responsibility for the government and
administration of the country. !

The Jews of Palestine are well able to take care of themselves and there is every
reason to assume that the Arab population, in its own interests, will fully cooperate

in maintaining law and order pending Britain's withdrawal,”
L] L] »

In the opening dasys of the General Assembly session, which began September 16,
it became evident that the U. S. Government was hesitant in supporting UNSCOP's ma jor-
ity recommendations and revealed an unwillingness to take a firm stand on the Palestine
issue. This continuation of American "neutrality" despite Secretary Marshall's decla=
ration thet the U. S. attached "great weight™ to the UNSCOP report, greatly disturbed
the American Jewish community. The Conference therefore called upon its national affil.
iated orgenizations to urge President Truman and Secretary of State Marshall to secure
prompt and decisive action by the U. S. Government on the Palestine issue before the
General Assembly. Affiliates of the Conference were asked to consult local political
and civic leaders - congressmen, senators, mayors - on the imperative need to impress
upon the U. S. Government that the American people expected the U. S. to fulfill its
commitments in support of Jewish national aspirations in Palestine.

- eem e Em e me ows W= as W

THE "EXODUS 1947" TRAGEDY ,
State Department's Answer to a Plea; New British Attempt to Break Refugees' Morale

As the "Exodus™ refugees were steaming in three British prison ships from Port
du Bouc, France, to Hamburg, Germany, the American Jewish Conference on August 21
appealed to President Truman to use American influence to halt this second shameful
deportation and to secure their immediate return to Palestine. It tock the Department
of State nearly three weeks to answer this urgent appeal. Meanwhile, the refugees
were forcibly landed, under a rain of truncheon blows and pressure hoses, in the
British zone of Germany and sent to machine-gun guarded, barbed wire camps.
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Here is the State Department's answer, dated September 16:

"By reference from the White House, the receipt is acknowledged of your telegram
to the President of August 21, 1947, expressing your grave concern over the transpori-
ing from Palestine to Hamburg, Germany, of 4,400 Jewish refugees from the Exodus 1947
by the British authorities.

"As indicated by the Secretary of State at a recent press conference, the United
States Government was keenly aware of the unfortunate results which would follow a
decision to send these persons to Germany for debarkation and urged the British Govern-
ment to reconsider its decision. It was also indicated that' the British Governmment had
decided that the only available i‘acilitifs for housing this group were in Germany amnd
had pointed out that as the French offer of admission to that country was still open,
the refugees need not remain in Germany unless that was their wish.

"It is the Department's hope that the consideration which the United Nations will
shortly give to the report of the Special Committee on Palestine will result in a solu-
tion for the Palestine problem which will prevent the recurrence of incidents such as

that of the Exodus 1947."
. » »

The British having failed to screen the "Exodus” refugees or to induce them to
accept French "hospitality", resorted to & new scheme to break their morasle. On
QOgtober 1, British occupation authorities announced that the Exodus refugees would
‘have their rations cut to 1550 calories daily unless they consented to take advantage
of the French offer. The regular DP allotment is 2800 calories daily.

The Conference, in a public statement on October 2, described this British ulti-
matum 28 & "despicable form of pressure by starvation®..., & renewed attempt to brezk
the morale of the valiant refugees who have resisted transfer to any country other
than Palestine. The time limit given to the refugees to go to France or face starvation
expired yesterday, and British occupation forces could not be persuaded on simple humani-
tarian grounds to treat these people they seized and made captive no worse than ordipary
prisoners under British detention," the Conference dstlared.

The Conference also called upon American organizations to urge the British Govern-
ment "not to carry its vindictiveness to the point where new clashes and loss of life
will result."

AN URGENT REQUEST

Conference delegates have received two notices from the Executive Committee inform-
ing them that the Fourth Session of the Conference will be held in Chicago, November 29-
December 1. Mot of the dele gates have notified the office that they will be present,
but a number of delegates have failed to reply.

The rules provide that in the event a delegate camnnot ettend, an alternate shall
be selected to take hie place. Delegates who have not yet indiceted their intention to
attend, are requested to let the Conference office know not later than October 17 whe-
ther they plan to be present at the Session.

Inassmuch as time is growing short, the matter is very urgent and a prompt response
is of the utmost importance.

THEE CONFERENCE SPEAKS

*** On September 22, A.C.A. Liverhant, Research Director of the Conference, addressed
The Men's Club of the Greenwich Hebrew Institute on "The Implications of a Jewish State.”
*s% Dr. Maurice Halperin, Conference Secretary for UN Affairs, will address the Kew
Gardens Chapter of Hadassah on October 22.  The subject of his talk will be "Palestine
end the UN."

*»% The New York Section of the Netional Council of Jewish Women will hear an analysis
of the UNSCOP Report on October 7 by Miss Sylvia Gilman, Bditor of the "Conference
Record."

IN BRIETF
*»% Arthur Liverhant, Research Director of the Conference, left for London, where he
will act for the Conference on the presentation of the memorandum by the 11 cooperating
Jewish orgenizations on the Austrian peace settlement during the November meeting of
the Council of Foreign Ministers.
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LAST CHANCE IN GENERATICN

", ..American Jewish life needs many improvements that must come in time. There
is one change, however, which must be effectuated this coming year if it is to come
at all in this generation. This is the substantial initiation of 2 reorganization
of the American Jewish Community - & reorganizetion which will bring a semblance of
order and overall planning to a community whose growth and maturation are seriously
hampered by the selfish and disorderly competitive and uncoordinated activities of
a multitude of national Jewish organizations.

"This last opportunity in a generation will come during Thanksgiving Day week-
end in Chicago at the very important Fourth Session of the American Jewish Conference.
The community delegates and representatives from some sixty-two natiomal organizations
who will be present must agree to reorganize the Conference on a permanent and
meaningful basis, To be meaningful in the sphere of domestic affairs the Conference
must be endowed with greater powers than those recommended by & majority of the
Conference's Committee on Future Organization..." .

Arnold Ginsburg, Jewish Times, Phila., §/12/47

- e e = e e s . e e

!CONSULTATIVE STATUS' AT UN

"While small and backward states like Yemen have been granted membership in the
United Nations, only 'consultative status'has been accorded to the Coordinating Board
of Jewish Organizations, which includes the American Jewish Conference, the Board of
Deputies of British Jews and the Scuth African Jewish Board of Deputies...

"The three recognized Jewish bodies, acting for more than $, 000, 000 English-
speaking Jews, will be charged with the grave responsibility of watching out for the
interests of the Jewish people in Burope and in Palestine.

"Problems involving human rights, the status of displaced persons, the plight
of refugees and the future of Palestine will come before the UN in the coming months,
and it is of utmost importance that there should be strict vigilance in efforts to
secure Jjustice for dispcssessed Jews, for the existing Jewish communities in Palestine
and for the hundreds of thousands seeking admission to the Jewish National Home.

"American Jews will have to carry the brunt of responsidbility in the battle for
human rights and for the recognition of our claims to Palestine. The American Jewish
Conference, whose Fourth Session will be held in Chicago during the Thanksgiving Day
week-end, must mobilize strength to be able to face all issues, Perhaps the recogni-
tion given it by the UN will serve as encouragement to those who are indifferent about
the Conference to strengthen its position and to assure its perpatu.ation as the cen-
tral organization that is to speak for all American Jews..."

Jewish Neu. Detroit-. 9/5/u7

THE ONLY JEWISH BODY WITH A TRULY DEMOCEATIC Bﬂ

"The American Jewish Conference intends to become a2 permanent orgenization.

"] do not know how well-knownthe American Jewish Conference is to the broad Jewish
masses, but those who know the American Jewish community have great respect and a posi-
tive attitude toward the American Jewish Conference. It is today the only Jewish body
in America having & truly broad and democratic base,

"Affiliated with the Conference are all elements of American Jewry, with the excep-
tion of the famous combination of the green-bundists and the assimilated plutocracy -
that is, the Jewish Labor Committee, the American Jewish Committee and the Agudas Ilml
which generally does things on its own in all matters...

"It can be said that the American Jewish Conference represents the broadest base of
American Jewry; but a broad base isstill not a living democracy - which includes the
broad masses in its activities. The democratic base of which Dr. Eisendrath speaks (in
his New Year article) should not only be a complete democracy but also an active demo-
cracy - in the matter of selecting delegates, in the matter of its activities and in the
matter of its responsibility.

"That such a body is needed, no one can doubt.”
B. Z. Goldberg, The Day, New York City

oeiu:ls3



October 7, 1947

stated mmnﬂm g 1is
of the American Jewlsh Ce

- A& -
published mater al and wnotihs.

Are you a'&.u publishing the old
"Trend of Events" Jewish news letter which
uaodtoomrraqthn 5lut52n¢8tm
address? If so, I w ~appreciate receiving
that also.

You m bill us for any costs involved
in the sending of any of this literature,

I consider the bulletins and analyses
published by the American Jewish Conference
to be among the most important ana valuable
found on the contemporary scene today, and it
is because of this runngthtl:uvmm
to receive all of the material which you put
out.

Very sincerely yours,

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
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October 13, 1947

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman
Congregetion Emanuel

East 16th Avemue at Pearl Street
Denver 5, Colorade

Dear Rabbi Friedmen:

I acimowledge with thanks receipt of your letter
of October 7Tth in which you are kind enocugh to say some
ocamplimentary things ebout the Conference publicatiams.

Your rpqum to be reinstated om our meiling list
for all Conference publications will, of ococurse, be
coamplied with at auoce,

I still publish the "Trend of Events" and shall
arrange to inelude ycur name oo our subseriptiom list.

I jein your conmgregetiom in welooming you back, and

wish to teke this cpportunity to wish you a long and
fruitful career in the cause of the Jewish people.

Sincersly,

Meir Grossman
M@;: SF
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Formed by the Consolidation of Emanu-El

Delivery District 21

Congregation and Temple Beth-El .

PRESIDENT
LEWIS L. STRAUSS

VICE-PRESIDENTS
ALFRED R. BACHRACH
SYDNEY H. HERMAN
ROGER W. STRAUS

SECRETARY
DAVIS BROWN

TREABURER
WALTER 8. MACK. JR.

TRUSTEES

MARSHALL M. BERNSTEIN
LOUIS BROIDOD

HERSERT 5. BRUSSEL
SAUL F. DRIBOEN

EOWIN 5. FRIENDLY
FREDERICK F. GREENMAN
BENJAMIN LAIRUS
HERBERT OPFENHEIMER
AARON RABINOWITZ
CARL ROSENBERGER
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FRANK L. WEIL

COMPTROLLERS

SAMUEL BERLINER
SAMUEL BERLINER, JR.

December 29, 1947

Congregetion Emenuel
Denver, Colo.

Dear Sirs:

I am instruoted by the members of Congregation Emanu-
Bl of the City of New York to advise you that, at the annual
meeting of the Congregation held on December 15, 1947, the
following preambles and resolutions were unanimously adopted:

The members of Congregation Emanu-El of the City of
New York in annual meeting assembled have noted with regret
various reports in the press from which it appears that the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations is about to enter a mew
orgenization which is designed to speak for and in behalf of
all Americans of Jewish faith on all matters of domestic and
foreign policy affecting the interests of Jews. The members
of this congregation, which is affiliated with the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations, do not believe that a religious
organization should confer any such authority as is contem-
plated upon any central organization.

Certainly, the proposed organization has no direct
mandate to speak for this ocongregation. or its membership, and
the members of this congregation do not desire that it shall
have any indirect mandate through the Union of Americen Hebrew
Congregations. The Union of American Hebrew Congregations
has been established and maintained as a group of communities
with a common religious interest. It should have no affiliation
with any continuing orgenization engaged in the consideration
of or action upon matters of a domestic or intermational poli-
tical character.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Congregation Emanu-
El of the City of New York request that the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations do not become affiliated with the proposed
organization, and that the Executive Board of the Union take
steps which will assure the congregations affiliated with the
Union that the Union will not become a member of such central
organization.
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FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees be,
and it hereby is, authorized to communicate the views of
this oongregation to other congregations affiliated with
the Union and to do all things necessary or incidental to
the carrying out of the purposes of this resolution, to
the end that the Union shall not become a member of the
proposed organization.

The request set forth in the resolutions has
been made upon The Union of American Hebrew Congregations
and the Executive Board of the Union.

I should appreciate it if you would acknowledge
the receipt of this communication.

_ Very truly yours,

Bl Pirs

Davis Brown
Seecretary,; Congregation Emanu-El
of the City of New York



AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE
MEMORANDUM

TO! DATE:
Rebbi Herbert Friedman Jamuary 5, 1948

EROME:  1.°%. Nehan

SUBJECT:

Dear Herb:

You will hear from us lkﬂ'ﬂy re Oommnity Relations Camittee,
Meanwhile, any luck with Denver for an allocation for the Conference?
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New York 17, N. Y.

521 Fifth Avenue Phone MUrray Hill 27197
Washington Office: 1706 & Street, N.W., Washington 1, D. €.  Phone Republic 0883
Cable Address: AMCONFERNC

Jamuary 15, 1948

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
1595 Peach Street
Denver, Colorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

You are no doubt zware that at the Fourth Session of the
American Jewish Conference, held in Chicago November 29 -
December 1, the delagnbaahyahrgeujorityapgrweda
plan for the esteblishment of "an organizetion, democratic
in structure and representative of the American Jewish
cmtj‘-“% gecure B‘&ﬁ m ‘th riﬂltﬂ and to m‘ote
the general welfere of the Jewish people, here and zbroad;
andtoenhumthecmtrihuﬁmofﬂwkdahcmmityto
American democracy."

At & meeting in New York on December 29, the Interim Com-
mittee of the Americen Jewish Conference voted to establish
the Preparatory Committee for the American Jewish Assembly.
The activities of the American Jewish Conference will be
continued pending the establishment of the Assembly, with
the understanding that if eleetions for the new body shall
not have been held by December 31, 1948, the American Jewish
Conference will go out of existence.

I have accepted membership on the Preparatory Committee and
the chairmanghip of its Committee on Community Relations be-
cause it is my conviction that its objectives have long been
sought by the majority of the Jewish people of the United
States,and thelr attaimment this year may well prove a sig-
nificant milestone in the history of the American Jewish
comnunity.

I now write to enlist your cooperation,

It will be the task of the Community Relations Committee "to
establish relations with all communities, determine the
eligibility of locel communal bodies which shall conduet the
elections of delegates within the communities in accordance
with the rules established by the Committee on Electioms,
and in the sbsence of such bodies, it shall designate the
convenors of an ad hoc committee for that purpose." It is
my view that this committee should be broadly representative



Rabbi Herbert Friedman - 2
Jamery 15, 1948

of communities throughout the country, and I am therefore
requesting you to join us in this undertaking. There is
much to be done in the way of public enlightemment to en-
sure participation by the communities of the country in

the fiture American Jewish Assembly. Believing that you

are in & position to strengthem our work, I am counting

on your acceptance.

I will be grateful to you for an early response to this
invitation,

EZ5:1f
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January 28, 1948

Ofamxor S-0139

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
3001 Forest
Denver, Colo,

Gentlemen!

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of Temple Sharey Tefilo
of East Orange, New Jersey, held Tuesday, January 6, 1948, a letter
dated December 29, 1947, from Congregation Emanu-el of lau York,
aatting forth a uartain resolution adopted by it December 15, 1947,

was presented end discussed and resulted in the unanimous edoption
of the following resolution:

"Whereas, the resolution of Congregation Emanu-el of New York,
expressing its opposition to the affiliation of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregetions with the proposed American Jewish Conference
has been brought to the attention of this Boardj and

Whereas, we completely disagree with and heartily oppose the
purpose end tenor of the sald Congregation Emanu-el resolution; and

Whereas, we firmly believe and are of the opinmion, in direct
contrast to the spirit of the aforesaid resolution, that the very
future of Reformed Judaism in the United States of America is jeop-
ardized by the untimely passage of such resolution and its circula-
tion to all member Congregations of the Union:

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Board of Trustees
of Temple Sharey Tefilo of East Orange, New Jersey, does herewith
and hereby concur in and unqualifiedly endorse the proposals and
actions of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and its
Executive Board, and the steps undertaken, adopted and authorized
on behalf of the Union, or proposed to be taken, to the end and
purpose that the Union of American Hebrew Congregations shall
adhere to, affiliate with and accept membership in the proposed
Americen Jewish Conference, and we do further urge and recommend
the authorization and implementation by and on the part of the
Union of eny end all such further steps, measures, resolutions
and actions as may be deemed proper and advisable to effectuate
fully and effectively such affiliation and membership in such
Conference} and
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MARIUS RANSON, L H. D,, Robbi
JULIAN F. FEINGOLD, Ass) Rabbi
NATHAN L. GOODMAN, President
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Further, resolved, that the Board of Trustees of Temple
Sharey Tefilo does hereby sutborlu the President to communicate
the views of this Board to said tion Emanu-el and to
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the Executive Board
of the Union and all Congregations affiliated with the Union,
and to teke such further steps and actions as said President may
deem appropriate to oppose the spirit of the Emanu-el resolution
and to further and facilitate the affiliation of the Union with
end membership in the 'mpooed organization tentatively referred
to as the Americam Je Conference.™

Very truly yours,

Nt

Nathan L. Goociman, President

NLG/er
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COPY

Mr, David H, Stein. President
Allied Jewish Council of Demver

226 Empire Building
Denver 2, Colorado

Dear Mr., Stein:

Your agency has already received official notification of the resolu-
tion unanimously approved at the special Interim Committee meeting of
the American Jewish Conference., In line with the action taken, our
1948 budget has been rednced to $110,000, as per the attached copy.

During 1947 we raised $137,688.94. For the current year, by reason of
the revised program and a reduction in staff, it was carefully estimmted
that the sum of $110,000, or only 80% of last year's collections will

meet our budgetary requirements to December 31, 1948.

We have no reserve fund, and in order to contimue our work in behalf of
Palestine, the peace treaties, restitution and the deteriorating situa-
tion of the displaced peuple in Europe, we are relying on prompt pay-
ments from our constituent communities and organizations.

I trust that as soon as your procedure permits, we may look forward to
an initial installment on your 1948 subvention, which will be the final
allocation asked of your community for the American Jewish Conference.
In appreciation of the support your community has rendered, I am

Sincerels} yours,

LL:DE
Enc.

Lester Gutterman, Chairman
Budget and Finance




At a speclal meeting of the Interim Committee of the American Jewish Conference
held on March 10, 1948, the following resolution was unanimously adopted authori-
zing the Conference to continue its activities to December 31, 1948, in accordance
with the terms of the Chicago mandate as to duration.

1) "The Interim Committee, having reviewed the recent Jewish developments
in Palestine and Jurope, records its conviction that the emergemcy
situation which called the Oonference into being continmes. The
dangers of Jeopardizing the equitable settlemext of the Palestine
isgue, the deteriorating position of the Jewish DP'g, the need for
completing negotiations designed to secure adequate safeguards for
the Jewish people in peace treaties with former ememy countries and
to assure restitution of confiscated property, make it imperative to
continue such activities of the Conference...

2) "In view of the difficulties encountered in the matter of establishing
a permanent American Jewish Assembly as envisaged at the Chicago
session, the Interim Committee decided’ that the work of the Pre-
paratory Committee and its subcommittees is to be suspended."

Since the Conference will now function with a reduced staff, the 1948 budget has
been accordingly revised from the original $300,000 fizure (see attached copy of
previous budget) to $110,000 estimated as followss
m...l-oiitotIOQClO¢¢.Oocoaool. ‘ 28.%0
OVERSHAS & GOVERNMENT RELATIONS.sccscesesse 20,000
UNITED NATIONS, TREATIES, RESTITUPION...... 10,500
COMMUNITY RELATIONS; FUND BAISING...... waen s (500
DEPARTMENTS NOW DISCONT INUED _
(Washington Office, Public Relations,
Research, Future Organization, etc.)
which functioned from January lst to
" March lsth at B o8t 0fscusnssoessssesonve %000
m mIGI!..-.------ L e R R T T YN ) M

$110,000
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521 Fifth Avenue Phone MUrray Hill 27197 New York 17, N. Y.
Washington Office: 1706 G Street, N.W., Washington 1, D. C. Phone Republic 0883
Cable Address: AMCONFERNC

May 5, 1948

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedmn
Congregation Emanmuel

Bast 16th Ave. at Pearl St,
Denver 5, Colorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

Awvare as I am of your interest in and concern for unity in American Jewish
1life (you mey recall our pleasant chat when you visited Mr, Xenen here) I
am taking the liberty of ecalling on you for your assistance,

You already have beem advised of the resolution umanimously adopted at the
special Interim Committee meeting of the American Jewish Conference which
authorized the Conference to contimue its activities to December 31, 1948,
in accordance with the terms of the Chicago mandate as to duration. It
was the unanimous decision that there can be no semblance of disunity in
this most critical period of Jewish history.

Accordingly, while our budget has been revised and our staff reduced, we
are accelerating aetion on our objectives with respect to Palestine, the
peace treaties, restitution, and the deteriorating DP situation, Of
course, having the necessary funds is 2 pre-requisite.

We have therefore gent applications to all the Federations and Welfare
Funds throughout the country asking for decreased amounts as against pre-
vious years, since our budget is mow only $110,000, We also applied for
an allocation of $1200 to the Allled Jewish Council of Denver, copy of
which is herewith attached,

I feel that if you, Rabbis laderman apd Eauvar would jointly woice your
support, we might perhaps get at least a part of the $1200. It is not
only that this wonld be of asgsistance now, but it would also mean that
adjacent communities which look to Denver for guidance, wounld follow
suit,

In appreciation of any help you may be able to give us, and with kind
regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, J. R. d » Sec&'etam
JRJ:FZ Budget and Finance
Encs,
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Mzy 11, 1948

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Congregation Emanuel
E. 16th Avenue

Denver, Colorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

I should like to invite you to participate in
the Conference Committee on Rehebilitation and
Resettlement.

There is a greet deal of work to be done in
thig commection, and'we would like to call a
meeting of this committee &8s soon == possible.

Knowing that you can contribute greatly to the
success of our group, I would sppreciate an
egrly response, letiting me lmow that you are
willing to serve &s a member of this committee.

Sincerely yours,
Rabbi Philip S, Bernstein, Chairman

Committee on Rehsbilitstion and
Resettlement

PSB:1f
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June 18, 1948

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Congregation Ememuel
E. 16th Avenue

Denver, Colorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

A meeting of the Committee on Rehabilitation and
Resetilement was held zt the Conference office on
Wednesday, June 16th. It was devoted largely to a
discussion of the functions of the Committee.
Agreement was reached that at the present time the
committee should devote itself mainly to giving
guidance to the American Jewish Conference repre-
sentatives on the interorganizational committee on
displaged versons, as well as to the interpretation
of current rehabilitation and resettlement problems
in Germany and Austria,

For this purpose, it was agreed that the Conference
comnittee ghould be kept informed of current develop-
mente.

I am, therefore, enclosing a copy of a recent letter
written to Professor Haber on behalf of the inter-
organizational comittee which desls with the major
problems he has presented in his recent reports,

In addition, the Conference office has been instructed
to transmit to the committee members such further in-
formation in the future as will be regarded as relewvant
to its opurpose.

The committee will be convened at the discretion of the
chairmen or the Conference office, as circumstances re-
quire,

With kind regards,

Sincerely,

Sl P W o

Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Chairman
Committee on Rehabilitation and
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