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__AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL COPY ¥OR YOUR LNFQRMATION

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Chalmen of Local Emergency Committees Dete December 12, 1344
MANITITE Nt m oy
Harry L. Shapiro o 1L iy | Ffﬁ )

By this time you have learned through the press of the decision of the Senate
Committee on Foreizn Relations to defer action on the Paleztine rosolution, so
far ae this secsion of Congress is concerned. This decision was taken at the
insistent request of the State Departuent.

We foel that you should have fuller information on the events which transpired
in Washington., As you will recall, the first intimation that favorable action
might be taken on the Palestine resolutions cam® early in October when Secretary
of War Stimson, throush a letter to Senator Taft, lifted the ban on behalf of
the War Department. This was promptly followed by Congressman Eloom's public
announcement that he would convene a meeting of the Foreign Affairs Committee

of the House on November 15th in order to take action on thn resclution, Eis
announcement stimulated our friends in the Senate to move in & similar direction.
A number of public declarations in support of the Zionist program followed
immediately, the most notable of which was the historic declaration of President
Roosevelt on October 15th. This proncuncemont constituted n complcte and une-
quivocal endorsement of Zionist aims and a forthright pvledze to help bring

about thelr realization. Im conveying the President's statement to the Con-
vention of tho Zionist Orgunization of America, Senator Wagner stated fhat

this clears the way for the passz-e of the Palestine resolution,

The Foreign Affairs Committee of the House took favoratle action on lovember
30th and the resolution went to the Hules Committee, with Congressmen Bloom
and Wright urging swift and favorable action. Zven before this favorable
action by the House Committee, the Senate Committee, at one of its meetings,
proceeded to consider the Palestine resoluticn. To the best of our knowledwre,
Senator Oonnally, chairman, stated that therc was some objectiocn on the part
of the State Department. This occasioned surprise in view of all that had
taken place, and particularly in view of the President's deeclaration of
October 15th. The reaction in the Senate Committee wzs that it woull be neces-
sary for the Secretary of State to appear in person and explain the Department's
rositions Accordingly, a few days later —— on December 6th — Secretary
Stettinius made a2 personal appearance before the Senate Committee to urge
deferment of action. It would seem that his statement did not present con-
vincing ground for deferment of action to the satisfaction of the Comnittee,
but that on the contrary, the Committee decided to consider the resclution
again at a third executive session which was set for Friday, December 8th,

At this meeting the State Department repeated its objection in the fomm of

a written statement, which again apparently failed to convince the majority
of the Committee. A proposal was made to table the resolution, but this
proposal was defeated and the Committee proceeded to consider the wording

of the resolution. Variaticns on the original text were sugpested, and one
version by Senator Vandenberg was tentatively adopteds. It was decided to hold
off final action on this version, with the understanding that there would be
conference between Senators Wagner and Vandenberg on the final wording which
was to be voted on at a fourth meeting, set for !onday, December llth.
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By Monday afternoon the text of & resolution, agreeable to both Senntors
and satisfactory from our standpoint, was submitted to the Committee with
every prospect of affirmative action being taken. While the Committee wes
deliberating, Secretary Stettinius appeared once more, accompanied by an
aide, and for the third time urgently pres=ed the Committee to defer action
at the request of the President.

Subjected to such repeated pressure, and without an opportunity for eny
representative of the Zionist movement to appear, it was inevitable that

the Committee would weaken, But it is instructive to note that it ylelded
only on the understanding that the State Department assume full responsibility
for deferment, The final vote, according to our information, was 11 to 8.

As part of the same situation, the resolution already approved by the Foreizn
Affaire Committee of the House had beem tied up in the House Rules Committee,
likewise at the insistence of the State Department.

As you have undoubtedly rend, Secret Btettinius issued a brief &blic
statement to explain the stand taken by the Department because of '
general international situation,"’ In addition to the formal statement
issued in the name of the Department, a press relations officer of the
Department furnished newspepermen with so-called "becikground materizl” on
the Palestine question which limited itself to the activities of Jewish
terrorists and the difficulties facing British officials.

There are many additional facts end other phases of the situation that can-
not be included in this memorardum, which gives only a bare outline, When
we first learmmed that the Exscutive Branch of the Government was zgain averse,
as it had been early this year, to the passage of any pro-Zionist resolu=-
tions in Congress, prompt steps were taken to clarify the situation and to
induce the Administration to withdraw its objfections. In view of all that
had happened —— the inclusionm of the Palestine plapks in the Republican snd
Democratic platforms, the liﬂing of the milisary ban on the resclutions,
and the October 15th deelaration of the President himself -~ it seemed
incredible that the Administration should take a position so radically
inconsistent with the President's pronmzament, and persist in opposing
the Congressional resolution with all the power at its command. According-
ly, prompt steps were taken to remove such mim&erstandings and objections
that seemed to exist, Arproaches were made both to the President and to
the Secretary of State, These efforts were met by counter-efforts on the
part of the Administration to induce the Zionist leadership to request
deferment of action on the resclution. It was actually susgested to
2ionist leaders that they approach Congressional leaders with this request.
Fortunately, better counsel prevailed,

It was an imposcibdle position in which to place the Zionist leadership, in
view of the history of the resclution ~ the repeated commitments, the
tremendous campalgn carried on throughout the country, and all that was

at stake, Renewed pledges to pass the resolution had been secured from
Congressmen end Senators only a few weeks ago, and they were being pressed
by you end other constituents to act. They felt morally bound to honor
their pledges. Clearly, the Zionist leaders could not assume the role of
lobbyists against the resolution which was designed to further the achieve-
ment ‘of Zionist aims, Moreover, action had already been initiated by our
friends in Congress who were resolved to go forward, and once they initiated
action, it was essential that they be guided and encouraged.
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We should be heartened by the fact that again it has been demonstrated that
Congress is with us. Both Committees in the House and Serate wdre anxious

to act positively, and many of our friends are determined to introduce =z
Palestine resolution when Congress re-convenes after the first of the yeoar,
In the Senate Committee a stubbornm and gallant fight was waged in our behelf,
and resistance was offered to the mounting pressure of the State Department.
to the very last, This augurs well for any future situation in vhich the sid
of Congress may be required and this has served notice on the Executive Brunch
of our Government that our movement has powerful friends in Congress vho will
zealously watch over the interests of the Jewish people when final decisions
are mades

Our battle ig far from over, znd the fight we have waged to date has been a
good ones We zre coni‘idant that the nﬂhta of America, who daring the past
year have breathed mew life and vitality into our movement, will not rllow
this setback to dissusde them from continntng to shoulder the sacred responsi-
bility which is ours. The fight for the reconstitution of Palestine as = frae
and democratic Jewisk Commonwoslth goes onl

HLS:MBP



“PRESS RELEASE from

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Associated Organizations:

Zionist Organization of America * Hadassah * Mizrachi » Poale-Zion
342 Madison Avenue » New York 17, N. Y. « MU 2-1160

FOR IMIEDIATE RELEASE

Dr. Abba Eillel Silver, of Cleveland, declared last night that his
resignation as co-chairman of the Americam Zionist Emergency Council and as
chairman of the Council's Executive Committee is "irrevocable,” but that "as a
private in the ranks" he would contimue to work for a policy in which "timidity,
appeasement and backstairs 'diplomacy'! will have no place.®

The text of Dr, Silyerls statement follows:

"At the time that I announced my resisnation as co-chairmen of the
American Zionist Emergency Ccuncil and ss. the chairman of its Executive Committee
on December 20, I stated that i% was irrevocable; I .resret that co much cogtro—-
versy has developed over it, but I must insist upon the position I have taken,
despite the urging of many friends that I reconsider my decisions MYy policies
do not appear to have the support of a sufficient majority of the membership
of the Council as now constituted to warraant my continuing in office.

"My action has been prompted. particularly by the position taken by the
representatives of one of the groups, the Zionist Organization of America.
Despite the fact that the Nationzl Convention of the Zionist Orpanization of
America at Atlantic City on October 16 approved my policies by a unanimous vote,
the present representatives of the Z.0.A. on the Council are committed fio an
attitude and a course of action which make it impossidle for me to ecarry out
those policies effectively.

"I am deeply grateful for the consistent and loyal support which I have
had from the Poale Zion and Mizrachi parties, from the Jewish press, from the

rank and file of American Zionism end the local Zionist Emergency Councils

everyvhere,

(more)
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¥ remain, of course, a member of the American Zionist Emergency Council
and will eagerly give the Movement whatever hel» and couneel I cone My resig-
nation will leave me free to devote myself more fully to Zionist education amonz
our people and the exposition of the Zionist program among the generzl public.
As 2 private in the ranks I shall continue to advocate the classic Zionist
program which aims at the re-establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic
Jewish Commonwealth, and a policy in which timidity, appeasement and backstairs
'diplomacy! will have no place.

"It is a source of great sstisfbcﬁlﬂa that the past sixteen months of
my administration have been marked by substantial prosress for the Zionist cause
in our country. I trust that whatever differences of opinion exist in our
Movement —- and no great movement is "@i‘itn_- free of M — will In no way inter-

fere with the further progress of our historic catuse in the days to comes"
~=30-—-

#131 - 12/28/44
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"~ AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committee Date December 29, 1944

Harry L. Shapiro

This is my last memorandum to you in my capacity as Director of the American
Zionist Emergency Council.

No one feels more keenly than I the full tragedy of the recent developments
which have halted the essential work of the American Zionist Emergency Council -
work that was carried forward with such vigor, enthusiasm, and success during
the past year under the leadership of Dr, Abba Hillel Silver., But I cannot
continue in office after the policies and pr es which all of us, working
together, had embraced in the past historic months have been scuttled by the
leaders and representatives of the Zionist Organization of America on the
Council, and after the program of Dr. Silver, which has been responsible for
our major achievements, has been undermined ta & point where he had no recourse

but to resign.

The issue cuts far beneath & clash of personalities, or the ambitions of self-
seeking cliques. The Zionists of America - the Jewish people in faci - must
decide whether we shall return to the inanities, ifnactivity and "backstairs
diplomacy" which characterized the methods of the American Zionist Emergency
Council from its inception until a year ago; or whether we resume the forth-
right open policy of enlisting the active support of the American public and
the American government, both Congress and the Executive, in behalf of our
Zionist progream.

The immediate task before me and other sincere Zionists is clear. The organ-
ized Zionists of America must be informed of what has taken place. They are
entitled to the truth and must be given the opportunity to judge this question,
which is a matter of life and death for our movement, on the basis of facts
and fundamental issues.

Convinced that this problem can be deglt with effectively only at its source,
many of us have already resolved to bring this whole tragic story to the member-
ship of the Zionist Organization of America so that they may decide whether or
not the administration of the Z.0.A. has abided by the last Conveation's unan-
imous declaration of approval for Dr. Silver's policies, or whether those rep-
resentative have deliberately cast those policies and their sponsor overboard.

If you feel as I do that speedy action must be taken to bring the facts clearly
and fearlessly to the rank and file of the Z.0.A., I urge you to communicate
with me at 250 West §7th Street (Room 1030), New York 19, N.Y.

Eindest regards.



DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER'S RESIGNATION

A MEMORANDUM

The appalling and long festering situation within the American Zionist
Emergency Council which led to the resignation of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as co-
chairman of the Council and as chairman of its Executive Committee is known to very
few. Those of us who had been in daily contact with the political work of our
movement but who could not in consclence continue after Dr, Silver and his program
were ruthlessly sacrificed, have resolved that you shall have the facts. You who
have done such a magnificent job during the past year, ara entitled to the truth.

In a memorandum dated Deoember J.zth, you were informed of much that had
transpired in ton in ‘wi - Palestine resolutions. That mem-
orandum avoided any reference to the shﬁcﬁgg oonﬁﬁmﬂ which obtained in officlal
Zionist circles during this pa:ﬂ.é&. M after all t}n‘t ‘has taken place, and with
wild rumors agitating our people throu out the col s Wwe regard it as a solemn
duty to pass on as many of the importan mtaumbooﬁd&passedwithinthe
space of this memorandum,

At & meeungo:thelmz'iem Mtwcgde.chtober 80th and at
a subsequent meeting, it was agreed that the "green light"® should be obtained from
the State Department and the President before we pressed for action on the resolu-
tion. This was done, not out of a desire to avoid offending the State Department
or the President, but to protect ourselves against the kind of opposition which we
encountered last Spring. No one enticipated any serious difficulty in view of
Secretery Stimson's letter 1ifting the militery ben, the President's om statement
of October 15th, etc. Accordingly, Dr. Silver, Dr. Wise and Dr. Nahum Goldmann
called on Mr. Stettinius on November 9th to gebt the "green light.»

Mr. Stettinius had no opinion of his own, but said thet he would consult with

the President. It is altogether false ',lm, suggest, as has been suggested, that
Dr. Silver or the other members of the delegation which called on Mr. Stettinius gave
any promise, expressed or implied, that we would give up the resolution if the State
I}epar{'.me:ut ov the President registered objections. If anyone gave such a promise, it

was done before or after the interview with Mr. Stettinius - and not by Dr. Silver.

At a meeting of the Emergency Council on November Rlst, Dr. Wise reported
that on November 15th Mr. Stettinius had telephoned to him and had said that the
President thought we should not proceed with action on the resolution and that the
matter should be left with him for a little while longer. In the discussion that
followed, it was clear that the Council was not satisfied that Mr. Stettinius' reply
definitely cleosed the matter. On the contrary, it was felt by quite a few that a
mistake had been made in going to Mr, Stettinius in the first place, that we should
have assumed that the "green light" had, in fact, been given by President Roosevelt
in his statement of October 15th. Dr. Silver urged that a strong effort should be
made to induce the President to change his mind, but Dr. Wise ergued against such
action, declaring that the President was leaving the country almost immediately.

Dr. Wise emphasized further that Congress would adjourn in a few days and that he had
been essured that our resolution could not possibly be acted upon in the closing
days of this Congress. Dr. Wise was bedly misinformed in both of these matters.

The Council agreed that a strong effort should be made to reach President
Roosevelt. It was clear from Dr. Wise's attitude that if the matier were left to
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him, no earnest effort would be made to urge the President to change his mind, As
far as he was concerned, the resolution might just as well die.

The President was not in Washington and could not be reached. It was not
untll December &nd, 11 days after the meetling of the Council, that Senator Wagner,
who was deeply committed to the resolution, wrote a personal letter to the President,
in which he explained the situation &s he saw it and appealed to the President to
withdraw his objections. Meanwhile, important events had already taken place --
without any pressure on Dr. 8ilver's part. For many months your committee, along
with the other local Emergency Councils, had been interviewlng your Senators end
Representatives, Congressmen-elect and other public officlals, and obiaining pledges
from them to vote for our resolution. All members of Congress received our book,
"America and Palestine" which contained the printed opinions of nearly 400 members
of the 78th Congress. ©Senator Wegner informed the Convention of the Zionist Or-
ganization of America that the President's statement clears the way for Congressional
action on the Pa.leﬁ:lne resolutions. Secretary Stimson had lifted the military ban.
The ZOA Convention called for speedy action m"ﬂa Palestine resolution. Congress-
men Bloom had announced that he would summon & meeting of his Committee to consider
the Palestine resolution on Novw’mr 15th, In short, the Congress, which all of us
had been cultivating for a full yesr, was set for atﬁan and the sponsors of the
resolutions :‘lnaiatﬁll upon discharging their olﬂig!"h?l.mu to the 3 ewish people,

Dr. Silver had wired Dr. Wise on H"wen‘ber 22nd, 1;!16 dayaftez- the Councii's
meeting, to this effect: "Baoéuas of gtrike here (in Clew: ) could not reach you
by telephone. Strongly urge you to contact Bloom 4mmedistely and urge him to see
the Chief end persuade him to. give clearance to resolutions... Please inform me by
telegram or telephone results of comversation with Bloom."

Dr. Wise never replied to this telegram,

On the very day that Dr. 8ilver errived in Washington (Nov. 27) he went to
see Congressman Bloom to urge him to get :l,n touch with the President. Congressman
Bloom, a staunch supporter of Prea:lﬂenﬁ Roosevelt, declared that he did not need any
new "green light." He had already made his own soundings. He stated that he was
going forward with the resolution. Congressman Bloom requested that Dr. Silver
write him a letter indicating epproval of the course he was following. Dr. Silver
complied with Mr. Bloom's request in order that ‘the resolution be kept alive pending
negotiations with the Administration. 4&s you know, favorable action was taken in
the House Foreign Affairs Committee on Wednesday, November 29th.

When Dr. Silver met with Senator Wegner on Tuesday, November 28th, the
Senator had no plens to see the President to persuade him to. remove his objections,
despite the fact that Dr. Wise and Mr. Shulman had seen Senator Wagner in Atlantic
City on November 26th. But Senator Wagner was, nevertheless, determined to go into
the meeting of the Senate Foreign Relatlons Committee the next morning and have his
resolution considered. On that same Tuescay, Mr. Shulman telephoned Senator Wagner's
secretary in Weshington and gave him many reasons as to why the Senator should use
his efforts to postpone consideration of the resolution by the Senate Committee. This
was not Mr, Shulman's mission, Three men -- Dr, Silver, Dr, Wise and Mr., Shulman --
had been authorized and directed to try to persuade the Administration to change its
mind, not to urge Senators and Congressmen to desist from working for the passage of
the resolution.

As on earlier occasions, ocur leaders were working at cross purposes. Dr. Wise
and Mr, Shulman were pressing Senator Wagner to have his resolution shelved, aand



Dr. 8ilver, following the clear line indicated by the Council, was urging the Senator
to get in touch with the President. Senator Wegner found himself the victim of two
opposing forces pulling in different directions, He was telephoned a score of times
from New York by people, 21l of whom spoke in the name of the Emergency Council or
of Zionists, Senator Wagner was baffled and confused -- and understandably so.,

On Saturday evening, December 2nd, when Dr. Silver arrived in Pittsburgh to
attend the American Jewlsh Conference, the situation was the following: the resclu-
tion in the Senate was henging fire, pending word from Mr. Stettinius and a reply
from President Roosevelt to Senator Wegner's letter., Senator Wegner and Dr. Silver
were awaiting an appointment with Mr, Stettinius scheduled for noon on Monday.

There was little doubt that the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was determined to
act -- without being prodded or pressed. The House Foreign Affairs Committee had
already acted favorably and its action had been warmly hailed by the Jewlsh press,
by the Jewish public and by most of the leaders of the Zionist parties.

When he a.rz‘_j.wd, in Pi%ahurgh, Dr, Silver ‘planned to call together the members
of the Interim Committee, cons: _ the co-chairmen of the Council and the repre-
sentatives of the Jewish .&gancy, hich, the Council haui ruled, was to consult on
urgent political.a!!ﬁir! between nﬂag“* s of the Em r Council, To his amaze-
ment he discovered, m n his arrival, 'I.'.hn’k Dr, Israel Golﬂate&h had during the day
called & meeting of Executive Committee of the Z. O, A, to discuss the Palestine
Resolutions, despite the fact that neither the Interim Committee nor the Council had
as yet discussed the matter, end that Dr. Silver, who was closest to the whole
gituation, was not present to supply sceurate information. The halls of the William
Pern Hotel in Pittsburgh were buzzing with rumors, fregments of information and
misinformetion, What Zionlst purpose Dr, Goldsteia intended to serve by celling this
meeting, at such a time end place, where hundreds of delegates including non-Zionists
were gathered not for a Zionist convention but for the American Jewish Conference,
is incomprehensible. Nothing but mischief could result from such hasty and ill-
considered opinions expressed on insufficient and largely inadequate data, Here

was the start of a campaign to "rin down" the resolution passed by the House
Committee and to discredit Dr. Silver, whose neme had been so closely identified
with the resclution.

Dr. Wise declined to aitend the meeting of the Interim Committee which
Dr, Silver hed called in Pittsburgh. The other members of this Committee who did
ettend received all the essential facts from Dr, Silver,

Dr. Wise called an umauthorized meeting of the Emergency Council in Pittsburgh
for Sunday evening, December 3 (the Council's Constitution clearly provides that no
special meeting of the Council can be called without three days' notice.) This
meeting resulted in nothing except a request that Dr. Silver mest with the heads of
the four parties represented in the Council to consider what should be done in case
the President persisted in his objection., Dr. Silver had to leave for Washington
immediately after his report to the Americen Jewish Conference, and ruahed from the
platform to the train, ,

Cn Monday, December 4, Dr., Silver, together with Senator Wegner, had an in-
terview with Mr, Stettinius. Both were shocked and emezed when they were shown a
telegram sent by Dr, Wise from Pittsburgh to Mr, Stettinius, which in so many words
stated that while Dr. Wise wished the resolution passed, he was prepared to acquiesce
in its deferment if the Administration so desired, This, in effect, told the Ad-
ministration that the Jews of America would quickly reconcile themselves to the
cdeferment of the resolution, and that Dr. Wise, co-chairman of the American Zionist
Emergency Council, could be counted upon to defend the Administration's stand.
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When considered in retrospect, it becomes quite clear that Dr, Wise's unauthorized
telegram, sent without the prior knowledge of the Council or of Dr, Silver, sealed
the fate of the Palestine resolution.

Mr. Stettinius told Senator Wagner and Dr, Silver that he would immediately
transmit to the President the case &s presented to him by them. (He characterized
the case presented by Dr. Silver as "unanswerable.")

It must be borne in mind thet every member of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee received telegrams from the President of the ZOA, urging favorable action
on the Palestine resolution, Similar telegrams were sent by the heads of the other
perties. The telegram sent by Dr. Israel Coldstein on December Sth opened with the
statement: "We earnestly urge you to report favorably the Palestine resolution for
edoption by the present Congress.® £4s of @eada,y, December 5th then, the presidents
of the Zionist parties in the United States -~ including Dr. Goldstein -- were
officially urging the Senate Committee to act, not to defer action! If there was a
decision against taking such steps and if the decision was binding and unalterable,
then clearly the sending of such tﬂg rams "‘.-ﬂke ﬁﬁﬂct leaders was either a
violation of these decisions or a reversal of earlier decisions, It is as clear es
apikaataffthatitthnmmﬁenmw 'C Jﬂlﬁﬁemgnistleadmwould
bave eagerly shared the credit for that acﬂemt. Now that it has been deferred,
the situation is, of course, qui‘l'-a diffmnﬁ

What happened in the meetings of tha t-u Fm Relations Committee, you
bhave learned from our earlier memorandum. Itmquite clear to the State Depart-
ment that the Committee was intent upon veporting favorably on the resolution, The
State Department then adopted another method to achieve its end, the deferment of
action on the resolution. &They tried to get the Zionists themselves to withdrew the
resolution. The Zionists were to assume the role of lobbyists against their omn
measure. Someone got in touch with Dr, Wise, presumably on Wednesdey, December 6th
or early Thursday morning, December 7th, fér by Thursday noon Senator Connally was
informing Senator Taft that the resolution. would not pass ‘the Committee, because
Dr, Wise and the Zionists of New York would soon be heard from. On the afternoon of
the same day, Mr. Stettinius telephoned Senator Wagner and asked him whether he had
alrea.dyl uheard from Dr, Wise and the Zionists of New York about withdrawing the
resolution,

Dr. Wise lost no time in complying with the request made of him. He called
two meetings, agaln in violation of constitutional principles, and at these meetings
it was decided to send a delegation representing the 4 parties in the Council to
Washington to errange for the deferment of the resolutions. The Mizrachi Organiza-
tion voted against this proposal and refused to participate in the delegation. The
delegation, headed by Dr. Israel Goldstein, arrived in Washington on Friday morning,
December 8th. It had been instructed to see Dr. Silver before going to the Capitol
and that nothing was to be done until they had spoken with Dr, Silver. But by 8:50
2.;!. s Dr. Wise had already telephoaed Senator Wagner, sgain urging hin to ask for

eferment.

The delegation was advised by Dr. Silver that it should not make the Zionist
povement ridiculous in Washington by requesting the shelving of a resolution which
all of us had been urging upon Congress for almost a year. Dr. Silver pointed out
that the Senate Committee was pressing for it, that it was not the duty of Zionist
leaders to press for deferment, that it was enough to indicate to the State Depart-
ment that the Zionlst leaders were not pressing the resolution but that the matter
was in the hands of the Senate Committee, which was bent on action.
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The delegation saw Mr, Stettinius, Senator Wagner and Senator Connally,
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and discussed various compromise
proposals which had been considered in the discussion with Dr. Silver. The delega-
tion made it clear to Mr. Stettinius that the Zionist leaders were not pressing for
action, While the Secretary of State thought well of a compromise whereby the
resolution would be voted out by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee with the
understanding that it would not come to the floor of the Senate for final action at
that session of Congress, this proposal was turaed down by Senator Comnally, The
anti-Zionist elements in Washington who were anxious to see the resolutioa shelved,
felt very confideat -- the very presence of the delegation of Zionist leaders out-
gide the doors of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee indicated that the plan to
get the Zionists to disown their own measure was succeeding. Members of the Senate
Committee saw what was happening. The Jews themselves were divided and did not know
what they wanted after they had conductog an intensive campaign in behalf of the
Palestine resolutions for almost a year -- and all this was
after the very same Zionist leaders had sent telegram
Committee urgingftmhle wﬁmm%he

medammunmumammmwmrcmwm

in and address the mee of the Senate Gﬁttea Fortunately,
they refused this im:l‘c.a.tion.

What tock place at the last two mdhtnﬂ of m Senate Foreign Relations
Committee you have learned from the gg'i You know that the State
Department has assumed full responsibility for the deferment of sction. You have
seen the statement issued by the State Department. You know, too, the attitude of
the members of the Senate Foreign Relations gmiﬁtea as indicated by the statement
which twelve of its members -- seven Democrats and five Republicans, constituting
two-thirds of the Committee members who considered the resolution -- made: "... we
wich to record our own personal approval of the Raagintion.

When Dr. Silver presented a emplste z!p&t of what had transpired in con-
nection with the resolutions to the Emergency Council od’ December 20th, he made a
detailed and comprehensive analysis of the present situation and submitted a program
of action which he urged the Council torconsider. He also urged that a sub-committes
be eppointed to meke a careful study of the Council's organizational structure with
an eye to the greater efficlency and the smoother functioning of the Councll and the
avoidance of such tragic pulling at cross ;un'poaes in the future.

Dr. Silver's statement and an account of what transpired at the last two
meetings of the Council cannot be covered adequately in this memorandum. Suffice
it to say that the small group which had been quietly opposing Dr. Silver and
frustrating some of his most importent efforts almost from the very moment he was
nemed to lead American Zionist political work, refused to deal with questions of
policy. They were out to "get® Dr, Silver. This clique, composed chiefly of the
representatives of the Zionist Organization of America on the Council, created an
"jgsue® -- Dr. Silver had "contravened® the Council's decisions. They could not
vait to settle their score with him immediately. A motion to censure Dr. Silver was
squarely rejected, However, a motion calling for the resignation of "all officers"”
of the Council was made, following which another motion to table this last proposal
was defeated. Dr. Silver then resigned,

The ludicrousness of the trumped up charges against Dr. Sllver becomes
obvious after one surveys the account of what really took place in Washington. It
should be added that there have been occasions when there was contravention of the
Council's decisions, when Ziocnist leaders had acted independently and broken






STATEMENT BY DR. ABBA HILIFL. SILVER

I have been requested to comment on the statements issued by Dr. Israel Goldstein
which purport to give the facts connected with the controversy which developed in
the American Zionist Emergency Council, Dr. Goldstein's facts suffer from deft
distortions, twists and significant omissions, which give a false and misleading
account of what actually transpired.

1) Dr. Goldstein states that at a meeting of the Emergency Council on October 30,
it was unanimously decided not to press for the resolutions unless and until the
preliminary approval of the Executive branch of the Government shall have been se-
cured, No such decision was taken by the Emergency Council on October 30, In fact
no decisions whatsoever were taken at that meeting, The minutes of the meeting
quote me as saying: "fe will not g0 ghead with the resolution without fully can-
vassing the situation. If the answer from the State Department is at all vague, I
would not recommend proceeding with it." This precaution was suggested, not out of
a desire not to offend the State Department or the President, but in order to pro-
tect ourselves egainst the kind of surprise which was jumped on us last Spring. The
Council wanted to make doubly sure before it moved; but no one really expected any
opposition in view of all that had transpired in the preceding months.

At that same meetding I reported (and I quote from the minutes of the meeting) "that
in anticipation of the reconsideration of the resolution when Congress reconvenes,
the Emergency Councll has been engaged in stimnlsting afresh the interest of the
members of the House Foreign Affairs and Senate Foreign Relations Committees. The
local emergency committees in communities in which these members resided had been
asked to approach them again and to bring them up to date on recent developments and
to suggest that early action on the resolution, when Congress reconvenes, would be
desirable, The results so far are gratifying."

Thus the Council, on October 30, was fully informed that continued activities in
behalf of our resclution were going on and would continue in Washington and all over
the country. It is false to suggest even by implication that the Emergency Council

at its meeting on October 30 ordered all of our activities in behalf of the resolu-
tion ¢ isco ued. It merely directed that we explore the mind of the State

Department on our resolution, and there was a consensus of opinion that if the
State Department attitude was found to be negative, we would then not proceed with
the resolutions. Until such time, however, activities in behalf of the resolution
were not to be discontinued, nor was word to go out that we were even considering a
possible postponement.

Inquiries were accordingly made at the State Department, and at the meeting on
November 21, Dr. Wise reported "that Mr. Stettinius had telephoned him and informed
him that he had seen the President who urged that nothing be done about the bill at
this time and that the matter be left in his hands a little while longer."

This, however, did not satisfy the members of the Emergency Council, Many felt
that they had mede a mistske in deciding to meke inquiries at the State Department
in the first place., We might have assumed that the withdrawal of the military ob-
Jectiong, the party platforms which included Palestine planks and the statement of
the President himself on October 15 were sufficient "green light" to go ahead.

At this meeting, and here asgain I quote from the minutes, "there followed a lengthy

discussion, and it was finally decided that efforts be mede once more to obtain
clearance from the President through Senator Wegner, and perheps others. It was
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agreed to leave it to Dr, Wise, Dr., Silver and Mr, Shulman to take the necessary
action with regard to an approach to the President.® There was no other action
taken at this meeting.

In other words, the Emergency Cmmcil, upcm sacond 'bhought, was not satiafiad to

have the resoclution shely

Mcaged their objection to thg zegolgtion. Thay were not content'bo le'b i'b go a.t
that. They wanted persuasive influence to be brought to bear upon the Administra-

tion to change its mind.

Dr. Wise strenuously objected to this line of procedure. He did not want the
President "annoyed" by our insistence and our persuasion. He reluctantly yielded

to the pressure of the Councll and thereafter, far from using his energies vigorous-
ly to persuade the Secretary of State and the President, he seriously interfered
with me in carrying out the clear mandate of the Council.

2) Dr. Goldstein forgets to mention the fact which I made known to the Council that
the day following the November 21 meeting, I wired Dr. Wise urging him to get in
touch with Congressman Bloom to see the President, Dr. Wise never replied to this

telegram.

3) No one interested in the passage of the .hﬂl ever saw the President on the resolu-
tion at that time or since, He was out of | : . All our information has come
through Mr. Stettinius. The first and the anly peraaml contact with Mr. Stettinius
to carry out the wishes of the Council could not be made before December 4. It was
made by Senator Wagner and myself. ESenator Wagmer was not in Washington before the
preceding Tuesday and our appointment could not be made before the following Monday.

4) But by December 4 the Senate Foreign Relations Committee had already met and
hed considered our resolution, In fact, at the request of Senator Taft, our

Palestine Resolution was to have been considered by the Committee on November 22,
but out of courtesy to Senator Wagner who was out of the city, the consideration of
our resolution by the committee was postponed to November 29. I reported at the
meeting of- our Council on November 21 that such a meeting of the Senate Committee had
been scheduled for the next day, but had been postponed to the 29th,

Senator Taft requested consideration of the resolution on his own initiative. He
was neither requested nor urged by me, Already on November 11 (please note the
date) Senator Taft wrote me: "I have had to delay my return to Washington until
Thursdey, but I hope we can proceed with the Palestine Resolution immediately." He
was one of the co-sponsors of the resolution., He had resented the postponement of
the resclution last Spring. It was he who had kept after the military until he ob-
tained the letter from Secretary of Wer Stimson withdrawing their objections. As
soon as Congress reconvened, he begen pressing for his resolution, just as we all
did, including the delegates at the Convention of the ZOA at Atlantic City.

5) Dr. Goldstein suggests that i1f I had not brought pressure on Congressman Bloom
to teke the matter up with his committee, no action whatsoever would have been taken
in Congress. I did not arrive in Washington until November R7. By that time a
meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, as I indicated above, had al-
ready been set for November %9, asad the Senate Committee was prepared to act favor-
ably on our resolution at that meeting,

It has been suggested that I should have asked the committee to defer action. Why?
wag cer not migsion nor mendate in Weshin . I was there to gee

~
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whether I could psrsuade the State Department and the President to withdraw thelr
objections to the passage of the resolution., Falling in that, the Council would
then have to decide what to do, since the first report of the Presideati's disap-
proval did not close the matter as far as the Council was concerned. ,I had not yet
had the opportunity te contact either the State Department or the President. I was
rot to see Mr. Stettinius until December 4. Until I had had the chance to persuade
them and falled, I could not go, nor did the Council obligate me to go, to the
members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and ask them, many of whom had
been critical of the State Depertment's intervention and of the President's action
last Spring, to postpone ection on ocur Palestine Resolution for which the Jews of
America had so persistently pressed up to the very last. We were not pressing for
the resolution, The pressure came from the Senate Committee itself which was so
much interested in the Palestine Resolution that it met on four successive occasions
to consider it and it insisted time and again on approving our resolution in spite
of two personal appearances before it made by the Secretary of State and in spite of
other pressure brought by the Administration sgeinst it. Even when the resolution
was finally postponed as & result of the persistent pressure from the State Depart-
ment and the President, two-thirds of the members of the Senate Committee signed a
round robin in which they stated that they ﬂould have voted for the resolution were
it not for this insistence of the State Department and the President.

Congressman Bloom had publicly ennounced right after the President's statement of
Octcber 15 that he would summon & meeting of h:ls cmimmw after Congress
reconvered. He was eager to move forward. I called on hih for the purpose of
getting him to contact the President and State He did not feel that the
State Department had to be consulted about it. Tt was ione of 15 business 5

steted. Prior to my arrival in Washingion, and in anticipatdon of the meet.ing of
his committee, he had had printed as a House document, the Palestine endorsements
made by the four hundred congressmen and genators which appeared in the volume,
»imerica and Palestine," recently published by the Emergency Council, It was
Congressman Bloom's own idea and all credit is due him for it. Congressman Bloom
was somewhat concernmed with the fact that he might be blamed if he moved forward
end the resolution failed of pessage in his committee., He wanted us to share in the
responsibility for moving ehead. I reassured him on that-score, and at his request,
I wrote him a letter following our interview in which I backed him up, Congressman
Bloom convoked his committee on November 29, the very day on which the Senate Com-
mittes met to consider our regolution, Bloom was undoubtedly encouraged to move
forward rapldly by the fact that the Senate Committee had scheduled a meeting on
November R9 and was expected to act favorably on the resolution.

6) When we finally got to Mr, Stettinius on December 4--and here Dr. Goldstein's
memory again convenilently fails him -- we were shown, right at the outset, that fatal
telegram of Dr. Wise which was dispatched without the knowledge of elther Senator
Wegner or myself and without any authorization from the Council on the very eve of
our interview, a telegram which was calculated to nullify the effectiveness of our
mission to the Secretary of State. This telegram which in so many words told the
Secretary of State, and through him the President, that Dr. Wise and many of his
asasociates would readily and without protest accept their decision with reference to
the resolution, broke the back of the entire effort which the Council had resolved
to make in order to change the mind of the State Department and of the President,
Our only hope lay in persuading Mr, Stettinius, and through him, the President, that
the ent.ira Zionist Movement and the entire Jewish people of America were solidly
united in demanding action on the resolution which hed been hanging fire for over
ten months, and that their hopes, which had been raised so high by all that had
transpired during the year, would be dashed to the ground if it became known that
the President insisted on a second deferment. Dr. Wise's telegram which was sent
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from Pittsburgh at the time of the sessions of the American Jewlsh Conference, and
presumably with the knowledge of Dr., Goldstein, deliberately wrecked this effort and
torpedoed the resolution,

7) Dr. Goldstein has another serlous lapse of memory. On December §, he sent the
rollowing telegram to every member of 'bha Smte Foreign Relatims Gmit‘beez 'ﬁg

Gogm_ aa e Iour Gomittaa'a favorable a.ct.‘im wouldbe deaply a.ppreoiatad as ‘
fillment President's magnificent message to last Zionist Organization vaanﬁm
and overwhelming American opinion as expressed recently in both perty platforms.®™

Why did Dr. Goldstein violate the "unanimous decision™ of the Emergency Council in
urging Senators to act on the resolution when he knew full well that no "green
light" had been given? If Dr, Silver :la 1ty of a breach of discipline, what
about Dr. Goldstel: ‘ safe! If the resolution passed
he would share in | '.&M@M it mtthafail-
ure would all be ~-,*.f'_ 5=

‘W di.d h” mei‘t- .- Z{-‘ ‘: -:.- ! C :&»..-I'.l'!i:‘ . ") ' y " v-' :'1 his mnm’ Ill-
that the Zionists were no ‘preasthg !bi'“f&l esolutio: 8-

the Senate Committee itself (which, of WBym th&‘tmth). Is Dr. Goldstein une
willing ever to assume respon sibili;ﬁ .for-whaﬁ he doea,.or says, or writes? 1Is the
fault always that of someone elnq'! s u.,; b

8) Dr. Goldatainagainhuamv e of memory when he fails to mention
mtattheExawtimoftha mmzinmmmmm
morning, December 11 (end whi %mlyauthoriaadmﬁngofthu
Emergency Council since tbgmeeting 21 -- the other meetings of December
?mdsbeingmpmeetinglca.lledby uemcmw&tionotthaclearm-

visions of the constitution) j.t was agreed that nothing be done to interfere with
the j of ‘the Foreign Affairs Committee was to act that
very afternoon, but instead l{r. Sfattini should be asked to issue a statement that
his appearance before the Senate Gmuﬁttgg did mot indicate a change of sttitude on
the part of the President, Nothing was to be said to Mr, Stettinius sbout deferring
on, Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldstein concurred on this, and I joined

the Pelestine Resolution
in the delegation to Mr. Stettinius with that understanding and only on that basis,

§) IDr. Goldstein stated that the resolution which was approved by the House Foreign
Affelrs Committee was regarded by meny Zionists here and especially in Palestine as
& "watered-down" resolution because the word “Jewish" was omitted before “Common-
wealth® and the word "ultimately® was retained. How, then, is one to account for
the fact that the presidents of Hadasssh, Mizrachl and the Poale Zion, as well as
Mr, Lipsky of the Jewish Agency Executive, hailed the resolution in public state-
nents? Dr. Wise told Congressman Bloom and me on the very day that it was voted -
that 1t wes "a very good resclution.® The Jewish press likewlise welcomed it hearti-
1y, and the American Jewish Conference, meeting in FPittsburgh, acclalmed it.

It might be in point here to recall that at the Hearings before the Committee on
Foreign Affeirs - on February 8 - Dr. Goldstein was asked by Congressman Schiffler;
*You do not propose immediately to have & Commonwealth?® To which Dr. Goldstein
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‘replied: "No; we could not propose it as an immedlate step, because we realize
there would have to be a Jewlsh majority in the land before we could act for the
implementation of a commonwealth, end the achievement of a Jewlish majority will un-
doubtedly take some time." (See p. 119 of the Hsarings.)

10) Dr. Goldstein is pguilty of a distortion when he states that at the final meet-
ing of the Emergency Council, where I aanounced my resignation, I asked to be made
the sole leader in the Zionist movement in America with absolute unconditional
power. "When this condition was not agreed on," states Dr. Goldstein, I ®"handed in
my vesignation.® There is not a scintilla of truth in all this, I stated at the
meeting that the present set-up of dual or multiple leadership in the Council has
led to serious coaflicts in the past and had culminated in the present orisis, I
advised a re-organization of the Emergency Council with an eye towards the elimina-
tion of conflicting leadership end the centralization of authority. In comnection
with that, I read at great length a latter which I wrote to Dr, Wise in 1943 at the
time when he and Dr. Weizmenn asked me to take over the leadership of the political
work of our movement. In that letter I a‘l'-iﬁd that if Dr. Wise wished to continue
astheactivepoliﬁﬂllﬁlﬁﬂrot_l'; #ﬂmmmofmpplmting
him, I assumed that he wished to be relieve dt. MIf now you feel that you wish
to retain that office, not in en hono: %hmmtm sapacity, I wish you
would let me know definitely and in making my reply I will say that Dr. Wise is head
of the politicalwrkotthnmmﬂ and there is nonead for drafting me
or anyone else."

Dr, Wise knew mmmrwtm&mzmmm“m and Dr.
Vielzmann's urging. The purpose was to eliminate the very unfortunate overlapping
and cross-purposes in our political work which hrwght the Emergency Council to
bankruptey two years ago.

My resignation, as everyone knm, was not prompted, as Dr. Goldstein asserts, by
the refusal of the Emergency Bmmeil‘to accept my suggestions for re-organization,
These suggestions were not even considered at the mesting and have not yet been acted
upon. It was a motion to requestiall the officers of the Emergency Council to resign,
amotionlhichthecouncilremmhhm. which called forth my resignation.

THE FOLLOWING SECTION (#11) IS GONFIDEK‘I‘ILL AND NOT FOR FUBLICATION,

11) Dr. Goldstein refers to & memorandum which Dr. ‘Nehum Goldmann sent me purport-
ing to be & report of what the Séeretary of State had told him and Dr. Wise in reply
to the request of the Council to isstie.the etatement which is referred to above. I
was a menber of the committee which called upon Mr, Stettinius to request that state-
ment. The reply of Mr, Stettinius was not given in writing to the Council, but orally
to Dr. Goldwenn and Dr., Wise who happened to be calling on the Secretary of State on
another mission, Dr. Goldmenn sent me the following memorandum a few days later:

"jir, Stettinius called Dr. Wise and me into his room before meeting with the delega-
tion, He told us that he had been in touch with the President about the statement
which we had suggested he should issue. He said that the President was in a very
btad mood because we had gone ahead with the Resolution and insteed of acquiescing in
his request to hold the matter up for the time being, had sought to bring pressure
to bear through the Senate. He felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him,
and Mr, Stettinius said thet in the circumstances it was difficult to discuss such
questions with him at this time. It would not be possible for him (Mr. S.) to issue
the letter suggested."

I was surprised and disturbed by this report, for in my two previous contacts with
Mr, Stettinius there was no indication whatsocever given that the President was in
a very bad mood or that he felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him.
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Dr. Coldmann did not treat that "information® as confidential., He conveyed this
*information® to newspapermen in New York., A panic mood was being fostered among
Zionists with the design -- &s later events showed -~ to bring about my resignation,

In preperation for my official report to the Emergency Council, which was to be
given on December 20, and in order not to do any injustice either to the Secretary
of State or to the President, I made inquiries as to whether this memorandum of Dr.
Goldmann correctly represented what Mr. Stéttinius had said, and whether perhaps he
had been misquoted, or misunderstood.

I received a reply to the effect that Dr, Goldmann's memorandum "was not quite in
accordance with the Secretary's record. The Secretary told Dr. Wise that he had
been in touch with the President as he had offered to do regarding the statement
whichnr.ﬁumnr.mlmhdraquummtomko The reaction that Mr.

12) 'mammmnyotherthingsthichtbuhhbi chooges to forget, Already at the
Zionist Convention in j.tlo.ptté*» CI'V 1ittle eabel were preparing the way
for my elimination. The Resolutions Coms qrdl.'.ha ‘Convention had prepared &
resolution which wholesheartedly my admis on and called for a con-
tinuation of the dynamic and suc&ﬁgrul ﬁrom of the Emergency Council "under the
present leadership.” At a stubsequent mes y Dri Coldstein demanded the elimina-
tion of the words "under the 1t leadership.® He made that request, he said, in
the neme of Dr. Wise with whom he bad spoken by telephone in New York. I stated, of
course, that as far as I was concerned, I “intended to hold my office not a single
day longer than the Emergency Coumcil me to, and that, of course, I would
agree to the elimination of tha words ! '_r the present leadership, "

The ZOA Administration hed & di.fﬂcnlt time at the plenary session of the Comvention
to put through the resolution without the words "under the present leadership." I
personally had to step forward and beg the delegates to agree to the omission of
thoge words. ButmyfriandsdehmwallalamgmtminthemindofDr.
Goldstein snd his clique.

13) Meny will recall the fight which raged at the ZOA Convention in Aflantic City
ebout my amnual report which the esdministration was determined to schedule at the
very end of the Convention when most of the delegates would have gone home, in
order to make small change of it, Dr. Coldstein had to yield to the pressure from
the delegates but the whole miserable affair was another result of the embittered
and envenomed policy of undermining, belittling end discrediting which Dr. Goldstein
and his friends had been carrying on throughout the year.

14) The Rabbl has since carried out a successful purge of Sllver adherents on the Ex-
ecutive of the ZOA and emong the representatives of the ZOA on the Emergency Council,
His efficiency in perfecting his political machine should be the envy of Tammany Hall,

For further information write to: Harry L. Shapiro Room 1030
R50 West 57 5%. New York 19, N. X.




January 16, 1945,

The American Zionist Emergency Council was reorganized on December 28, 1944
in order to make vpossible the full and harmonious cooperation of all Zionist
parties in the United States. The reorganiz: tion was effected through a majority
vote which the minority, as disciplined Zionists, accepted. In the interest of
contimiing this principle of unity and discipline the new administration of the
Emergency Council will avoid taking part in factional controversy. The Zionist
cause requires our complete and unswerving devotion at this time and we would
consider ourselves remiss in duty if we dissipated our energzy in internal divisions.

However, in the light of the fact that erroneous impressions have possibly
been created by incorrect facts, in which connection we must mention the improper
and unauthorized statement on stationery of the Emergency Council of its former
director, Mre Harry L. Shapiro, we feel that the loczl committees should kmow how
the majority of the Council views the situation vhich has led to the present
internal reorgamization. We shall 1imit ourselves to 2 brief statement on the
main issue. Whatever supplementary comment may be thought mecessary by the
individual parties will be made directly by them.

After Seeretary Stimson had announced that the War Department had withdrawn
its opposition %o the passage of the Palestine Resolution, it became urgent to
determine whether we should press for its presentation before the termination of
the 78th Congress. At a meeting of the Council held on October 30th, two points
of view were volced., Some members were of the opinion that the propitious
atmosphere created by the party planks and the President's message should be
utilized for pressing presentation of the resoclution immedistoly after the
elections. Others felt that the crowded agenda., the short workingz period remain-
ing, and the need, if possible, of improving the wording of the resolution to
bring it in line with the President's statement on Zionist policy, all pointed
to the wisdom of postponement and reconsideration of the resolution during the
next Congress. - loreover, it was the majority opinion of the Council that we hed
reached a stage in our political affairs when it was more imperative to seek
implementation of the President's announced policy and most important to meet
with the President prior to his attendence at the meéting of the "Big Three,"

This was the position faken by Dr. Wise.

There was unanimous agreement, however, that the repetition of the experi-
ence of last March must be avoided at all costs and that the passage of the
resolution should not be urged unlese we were certain that we would not be faced
with the opnosition of the Executive branch of the government, The very wording
of Mr. Stimson's letter pointed to the need of clearinz with the State Department
in advance of any decision. It was the consensus of opinion that a second failure
of Congress to take favorable action on the Palestine Resolution would not only
be a serious political defeat, tut would reduce the value of the achievements
already attained through the inclusion of pro~Zionist planks in the Democratic
and Republican platforms and the President's historic endorsement of a Jewish
Commonwealth in his message of October 15th. Steps were therefore taken at once
to ascertain the position of the State Department and of the Executive branch of
the government.

Early in November we were informed that President Roosevelt and the State
Department asked that the matter be left pending a little while longer, 4t a
meeting of the Emergency Council on November 2lst it was decided that efforts
be made once more to obtain clearance from the Executive, it being understsod
that if renewsé ciforts to obtain the approval of the Executive failed, the
resolution should, for the time being, be 1eft pending.
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Dr. Silver proceeded to Washington to explore the situation. However,
before the clearance of the State Department was obtained he proceeded with
activities desizned to secure the passage of the resolution. In the meantime
information received by Dr. Wise indicated that the attitude of the Executive
and State Departments remained unchanged and that the resolution, if pressed,
would in &1l likelihood again be deferred. It is pertinent to noint out in this
connection that within the last few days the President has indic:cted to the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee that he wants no resolutions on foreisn policy
before his projected meeting with Mr. Churchill and Mr, Stalin. It is obvious
that his request that the Palestine Resolution be left pending a little while
longer was in line with his generzl policy affecting other intrrnational questions,

In view of the urgency of the situstion, Dr. Wise celled a special neeting
of the Council. 2r. Silver, who was in Washington, was notified and kept in
touch with the proceedings by telephnnere A smecial comnittee was appointed to
£0 to Washington to dissuade Dr, Silver from pressing the resolution for reasons
given earlier in this memorandum. Dr, Silver, supported by the izrachi, con—
timued his line of action until the Pslestine Resolution was tabled by the Semate
Committee due to the intervention of the Secretary of State.

As a result, Dr. Wise res:‘.@@& in protest against what he considered "the
arbitrary action" of the Chairman of the Execubive Commitiee and what appeared
to him the contravention of democratic procedure. At a meeting of the Emergency
Council on December 20th, Dr, Silver defended his action at zreat length, as
being in harmony with the basic position of the Emergency Council, A proposed
motion that Dre Silver had contravened decisions was tabled. A motion was then
mzde calling on all officers to resig) in order to permit reorganization of theo
Council. When a vote to table falled of passage, Dr. Silver stated that this
represented a repudiation of his position. He thoreupon resizned, sayinz that
his resignation was irrevocable, Reorganization of the Council then followed.

It should be pointed out that 2 large majority of the Council considered
reorgzanization essential, even without reference to the matter of the Palestime
Resolutions Two of the/groups within the Council had for months been pressing
for the establichment of & small implementation committee. is committee, they
proposed, should concern itself — in cooperation with the co-chairman — with
the day by day affairs of ‘the Council and with marming out concrete steps to te
taken for carrying out the gemeral line of action enunciated by the Council. It
is clear that in political work the method ofttimes reguires as much attention
as the formulation of policy and that the procedure followed is likely to affect
fundamentally the success or failure of the endeavor. Unfortunately, Dr. Silver
had not been willing to set up the type of permenent committee proprosed by the
two groupss

It iz of the essence to make clear that at no time werc there any dif-
ferences as to fundsmental Zionist policy. At no time were tiiere questions of
"maximal" or "minimal" zoals, The only problem debatgd was the most effective
manner of implementing objectives in regard to which there was complete agree-
ment. The American Zionist Emergency Council, as now reconstituted, represents
as before all Zionist parties. Those who were in the minority in their evalu—
ation of the recent controversy have participated loyally in the reorganization
so as to ensure the continuance of a united and energetic working body. In
this spirit we now ca2ll on all local committees to follow the central organization
in a policy of unity and complete concentration on the important tasks before us
in promoting the program of the Jewish Commonwealth.

¥ % % % @
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MEMORANDUM

May 21, 1948
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RESQLUTION

WHEREAS, after nineteen centuries of national homelessness, the Jewish people
has proclaimed end established the independent State of Israel; and

WHEREAS, the Republic of Israel was created on the basis of a decision of
the Genersl Assenbly of the United Nations, which on November 29, 1947 celled
for the partition of Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab States; and

WHEREAS, the Jewish displaced persons, still languishing in the camps of
Furope, will at long last be enabled to 'enigrate to the new Jewish State and
there rebuild their lives in a progressive and democratic cormumity; and

WHERTAS, the United States, the Soviet Thion and other nations have already
given official recognition to the Republic of Isrsel; end

WHEREAS, the new-born Repnblic of Israel is now engaged in a critical
strugzle for survival, since it has been ruthlessly inveded by the armies of
neighboring Arsh States, who are bent upon the destruction of the Jewish States
‘and

WEEREAS, the Jews of Palectine are imbued with the highest idesls of
demoeracy and are snimated by the same high principles vhich guide #mericans
in their devotion to freefom and humm rights;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, thet we '

extend our congratulations and heartfelt gratitude to the President of the
United Stztes for his immediate recognition of Israel, end we look forward to
the early exchange of diplomatic representatives betwecn the two countriess

BE IT FURTHER EESQOLVED, that we respectfully call upon the President to
trenslate our comtry's recognition of Isrrel into the practical and logicel
steps vhich the present situation demands, and that the United States immedictely
revise its ame embargo, so that the embattled Jews of Israel nay be given the
opportunity to defend their iives -- and their newly-zeined independence —=
against Aradb eggression.

(more)






AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM
To Chaimen of Locel Emergency Committees Wiie July 16, 1948

From Barry L. Shapiro

Attached is a memorandum entitled "Desecration of Holy Places in Palestine,®
This factual presentation was prepared because there has appeared in the
press a number of articles and dispatches from pro-Arad and Arab sources
with reference to the holy pla.ces in Jerusalem,

Pleasc make the details of this memorandum available to the press in your
community in order that it may be used as 2 basis for editorials and for
articles written locally.

Regards.
1



July 1948

MEMORANDUHM

DESECRATION OF HOLY PLACES IN PALESTINE

In the light of the propaganda from Arab and pro-drab sources on the
question of the holy places in Jerusalem, which tends to present a distorted
picture of the situation, the following dispatches and reports from Palestine

may help to esteblish the facts with regard to the holy places and their 3

ruination and desecration.

What has actually happened during the Arsb-Jewish War in Jerusalem
and who is directly responsible for the subjection of the Holy City with its
religious shrines to destruction and desetration is admirzbly stated by &
British missionary in Jerusalem, Mr., W.IL. Hull, in a letter to the Editor
of the Manchester Guardizm of Jume 1lst. We gquote the letter verbatim:

"Sir: A few months ago, when no danger existed, there was a great
outcry by the Archbishop of York and some other Church leaders concern-
ing the protection of the holy places in Jerusalem. Now that that dan-
ger actually exists they are strangely silent.

"Day after day shells are teing poured into Jerusalem by Arab Legion
troocps. The arms, uniforms and wages of this foirce are paid for by
British taxpayers, and no one a¢quiinted with the situation in Palestine
doubts that these troops are there by the tacit consent of the British
Government. The shells from these British 25-pounder guns and mortars
are devastating that eity and bringing ruir to places both holy and
unheoly,

"Yet the Church is silent; no outcry is made either by the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury or the Archbishop of York. No meetings of protest
have been called by Church leaders; the Church is silent. Are we fo
Judge from this that politicel expediency means more than veneration?

Is the British public aware that the British pguns, firing British shells,
peid for by British taxpayers, are dug in on the Mount of Olives by the
very spot from which our Lord ascended to Heaven? 1Is the British public
aware that those shells fired from the Mount of Olives are passing di-
rectly over the spot where Jesus knelt in agony of prayer that fateful
night before Calvary?"



For 3500 years the King David tomb on Mount Zion in Jerusalem was
tightly closed by the Moslems to any Christian visitors. Not before the
Isragli Army took over the place coull any Christian enter the tomb. The
first visit of a Christian dignitary to the tomb after 500 years is described

by Julian Louis Meltzer in the New York Times of July 5:

"Jerusalem, July 4 -- Msgr. Gustavo Testa, Roman Catholic Apostolic
Delegate, entered the Tomb of David on Mount Zion last week. He was the
first Christiean dignitary to go inside this Hoslem-guarded chamber in
500 years.

"The Tomb of David was closed to non-Hoslems by a decree of Caliph
Bd-Dsher but pilgrimages to mmummem on an upper floor
were permitted. King Devid is regarded by Moslems as a saint.

"Msgr. Testa is papal administrator of the Latin Patriarchate pending
the appointment of & new pnt.frimh. He came to inspect the damage to
religious edifices. If he had erntered the tomb early in the Twentieth
Century under the Ottoman regime in Palestine Moslem zealots might have
attacked the Christizn community, charginz desecration of the tomb.

«++ Haganah troops retained possession of this area after being
ejoctod from the Old City by the Trapsjorden Arsb Legion May 20. Churches,
monasteries and convents were respected by the Haganah, which posted
guards to keep intruders away.

“The first Christians to enter the tomb in S00 years were Benedictine
and Frencliscan priests, who went in last month, They found damege from
shelling., Part of the tomb's coverinz was broken off.

"Msgr. Testa was eccompenied by the Jewish Agency's Liaison Officer
to Churches, Dr. A.J. Braver, an authority on ancient churches. Differ-
ing religious ritusls were observed. The Christians went bareheaded

into the building, while their Jewish companioas donned headgear in
deference to the holy spot.”

Wha 1 J Has to Say
The Right Reverend Western Henry Stewart, the Anglican Bishop in
Jerusalem, arriving in London early in July for the World Anglican Confer-

ence, made the following statement (as quoted from & dispatch by Bernard
Minns for the New York Star, datelined lLondon, July 6):
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"... So far as I have seen, the holy places in the Dld City have
suffered little damage, with the exception of the two anclent syna-
gogues, which were destroyed by the Arabs. One of them had been oc-
cupied by Haganah forces, and was shelled after the Arabs had sent them
a 24-hour ultimetum to quit. The other was filled with unarmed peovls
taking shelter from the fighting."

The Bishop said that while the Arabs had intentionally shelled and
later destroyed synagogues, the Arab mosques were respected by the Jewish
forces. The largest mosque, Dome on the Rock, remains untouched, "After
Haganah had captured the northwest sector of the New City, 1 saw a mosgue
marked in Hebrew letters, 'This is & holy place.'®

The Bishop confirmed reports that British officers and men were still
serving with Arab forces. He sald ;Qbéqrt_&:'s from the Palestine Police and
the British Army have joined the Arad Legion.

He concluded: "Though I have for many years been opposed to parti-

tion in Palestine, it is now a fact ard will have to be accepted.”

00 2 ab

During the first week of April 1948, armed Arsbs broke into the Fran-
ciscan Abbey convent in Bethlehem and stole 2,087 pournds ($8,348) in cash
and a check for 4,000 pounds ($16,000), all of which was eermerked for cher-
ity, the Arabic daily, Felastin, of Jeffd reported.

On April 26 monks were maltreated ard velusble religious articles
carried off as war spoils by the Iragi "Liberation Army" in a surprise swoop
on the Greek-Orthodox monastery iHarsesbah, rear Jerusslem. In Safad on the
same dey & Protestant churchk was blown up by Arabe.

In a much-publicized anti-partition statement mede in March by a newly
organized Comnittee of the Christian Caurck Union of Palestine, Palestine's

Christian community was said to be "in compleie agreement both in principle

and in deed with the Moslexns." The statement was protested by the Anglican



o

Bishop of Jerusalem, who stated that the Anglican Church did not associzte
itself with it. He also said that the Arab Christian body affiliated to the
Auglican Church signed the statement without consulting the head of the Church,
The dissociation of the Anglican Church is not surprising in view of the fact
that its own congregation, which had worshipped at Christ's Church inside the
Walled City, was obliged to leave there at the outbresk of the disturbances
because its worshippers were in denger. 1Its services are now being held in

the Street of the Prophets, in the heart of tiae Jewish Quarter.

ngmww
In a dispatch from Jerusalem dated June 7, the following report is

given in the New Yoric Times of tie indiscrimis
agogues in the 0ld City af'-mem

ate destruction of Jewish syn-

"Twenty-two of the 27 synagogues in the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem's
0ld City were destroyed before ths community surrendered to Arab forces
Hay 28, Isaac H, Herzog, Chief Rabbi of Palestine, said today. The five
others probably were demolished efter the Jews! departure, he added.

PMore than 500 Torahs (holy scrolls), manyeacred vessels and books

and manuscripts of historic value were burred and looted, the rabui de-
clared, and other Jewish property was burned after the Jews had left."

Christian churches and religious formdations in Palestine have been
widely used by the Areb armies as military headguarters and as fortified po-
sitions from which fire was directed at the Jewish sections of Jerusalem.

Here are some facts:

On May 14 the Convent of Ste. Claire, belonging to the Sisters of the
Clarine Order, was occupied by Arab troops and from it fire directed on the
Jewish Talpioth Quarter and the German colony occupied by Jews.

On May 16 the Armenian Orthodox Cathedral of St. James in Jerusalem

was occuvied by Iragi troops, who plundered the church and the Armenian
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Quarter around it. A strong protest on the part of His Beatitude, the
Armenian Petriarch, was of no avail,

On May 17 an Arab mortar position was established in the Syrian Or-
thodox Church, Deir Surian, in the Armenian Quarter. Mortars shelled the
Jewish Yemin Moshe (Montefiore) Quarter.

On May 17 a similar mortar position was established in the Greek Or-
thodox Church of St. George in the Armenmian Quarter.

On the night of May 17-18 an Arab machine-gun position was set up in
the French Convent of Ste. Claire, from which fire was directed against Tal-
pioth.

On May 19 the Arab command in the Old City set up its headquarters in
the above-menticned Armenian Cathedral of St. James. It was here that the
surrender terms were subseguently accepted by the defenders of the Jewish
Quarter in the 0ld City.

On May 18 Arab troops broke into the Convent of Notre Dame de France
end committed acts of plunder and desecration against which the abbe of Notre
Dame, Pere Lordre de Sion,protested most strongly. He himself was killed on
May 21 when, in view of the advence of Jewish forces, the Arabs blew up parts
of the building.

On May 19 the Greek Orthodox Monastery of Mar Elias was occupied by
the Arab Legion, which turned it into a base for attacking the settlement
of Ramat Rahel.

In the latter part of May the Trappist Monastery of Latrun was occu-
pied by Arabs and turned into & main stronghold and an asrtillery base, &n
operation against Jewish forces that were massed there in order to 1lift the
siege of Jeruszlem.

In addition to acts of destruction and vepdalism incidental to the
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occupation of churches and monasteries, the following instances have been
recorded of damage caused to Christian establishments by Arab shelling:

Ch May 16 the Abyssinian Cathedral in Jerusalem was hit severzl times
by mortar bombs. Serious damege was caused to the building, and the clergy
had a narrow escape.

On May 18 the Anglican Cathedra] of St. George was shelled by Arabs
from their vositions in Sheikh Jarrah. The British Consul is reported to
have filed a strong protest.

On May 19 the Ratisbon Monastery was shelled by Arab forces. The
father superior sent a letter of protest to the delegzte of the Red Cross.
Three mortar shells hit the French Monastery of the Order of the Assumption.

Arab shell fire wounded three nuns in the Convent and the School of
St. Joseph de 1'Apparition.

On May 22 the Terra Sencta College building suffered a direct hit
during Arab Legion shelling. The college had formerly been placed under
the protection of the International Red Oross as a refugee center.

On May 2b the Convent of the Soeurs Reparatrices was shelled and set
on fire. Members of the Haganah saved five nuns from under the debris. An
official letter of thanks was afterward received by the Jewish commander.
The Convent of the Soeurs du Rosaire in the Old City was hit by Arab shell
fire.

On May 26 an.Orthodox church in the Russian compound was hit by
shell fire.

Between May 16 and the end of the month eight shells hit the Abys-

sinian Cathedral and another twenty exploded in its courtyard.

% %



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date July 12, 1948

From Mr. Harry L. Shapiro

Herewith is the text of a statement issued today by Dr. Abba Hillel Silvey,
chairman of the American Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, I send it
to you for your information and for local action. I sincerely hope that you
will disseminate this information to your commmity., The statement is as follov

"The American Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine has previously
declared that upon the establighment of the State of Ierael and the
creation of & single unified defemnse army, no organization is author=
ized by the Government of Israel to solicit contributions in the United
States for independent military organizations such as the Irgamn. Sup-
port of such separatist military units in Palestine is a distinct dis-
service to the State of Israel as it undermines the amthority of the
governnent and interferes with efficient military operations at a time
vhen the new state is beset with gravest danger as a result of the
renewed military operations against it by the neighboring Arab states.

"The Jewish Agency wishes to renew this request to Americans not to
contritute to any campaizns under whatever name for the support of
military organizations in Palestine, The Defense Army of Israel is
not soliciting any funds in the United States.

"There has been in existence for some time an orgenization knowm as
the Americans for Hagansh, which has mobilized public opinion in the
United States in supnort of the objectives of the Hagansh, while not
soliciting funds in its behalf, Thig organization has rendered
excellent service in dissepinating information about the work of the
Haganah and in counteracting hostile criticism and misinformation
spread by dissident groupses Now that Haganah, too, as it existed in
the past, has been dissolved by the sction of the State of Israel
when it established one national defense army, the purposes of the
Americans for Haganah have been fully served, and the organization
accordingly will promptly suspend its activities,

"The task of disseminating information about the sctivities of Israel's
Army of Defense will, in the future, be carried on by the Office of
Information of the Israeli Government and by the various Zionist
groups in the United fitates through their official publications and
other chammels of information.”

HLS:SR
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees July 12, 1948

To Date

s Harry L. Shapiro

Included in an Associated Press dispatch of July 9 was the follovingt

"lir, Varshall,.. ruled out, for the moment at least, any .
idea that the United Mumight 1ift its embargo on ship—
ment of ams to the liiddle East as & means of helping Isrcel,

"The ban, ordered last December 5, forbids shipment of
Anerican munitions to Palestine or neighboring Ared countries.
lr, Marghall told a mews conference today that the United
States is dealing with this issue and the whole Palestine
problem through the UN Security Owncu.'

The sbove statement plus other information uhich has sppeared in the press
would seem to give the impression that the United States embargo was a step
taken by the United States in conjunction with its activities in the United
Hations. The attached memorandum has been prepared in order to clarify the
facts in the matter,

The United Btates took its original action on December 5, unilaterzlly, with-
out consulting or without agreement with the United Nations Security Council.
It can modify the embargo in the same manner,

It vill be helpful from a public relations standpoint if the infommation in
the attached memorandum is trensmitted to your local newspsper editorss

ROMI-

ELS3HE
hc.



HEMOERANDUHM
July 12, 1948

Can the Government of the United States Unilaterally Lift
b £ A 1 7

1. On Decepder 5, 1947, the Department of State announced that the United States
is 'dimtinuing for the present the licensing of shipment of ams to the
Middle East," This was a sovereign, unilateral act of the United Stcotes, takem
under no intemational compulsion,

2, The licensing of amms shipments to any of the territories in the liiddle Zast
can therefore be continued by 2 sovereign act of the United States, unless such
continuance is ruled out by ony valid intermationcl instrument,

3. The only reason in international law for the existence of the embargo at this
moment 1s paragraph 4 of the Resolution on the Palestine Question adopted at the
310th meeting of the Security Council on 29 May 1948, vhich reads as follous:

"Calls upon all govemnments and suthorities concemed to refrain
from importing or exporting war materials into or to Palestine,
Bgypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Sandl Arsbia, Syria, Tramsjordan and Yemen
during the ceaseefire,"

It is obvious then that as soon as the cease-fire no lomger has effect, neither
the United States mor any other government has any intemational obligation to
refrain from exporting war material to any state vhich it deems worthy to receive
such material for purposes of defemse,

4. In the present circumstances, arising from the Arad refusal to prolong the
truce and the consequent resumption of hostilities in and around Palestine, it
is clear that the United States is not limited in the exercise of its sovereign
right by any existing, valid decision of the Security Council,

5. The opinion has been expressed that the United States may be under the obli-
tion to maintain the embargo by virtue of the Security Council's Resolution of
il 1’?. ﬂha.t Bnolution. huvmr. hu m existence at all. L_Lnl_dqﬂ.m

serely to the : | nd_th

Pala ° !xin !.s ua.d.e a‘bmdantl;r clear 'lv the numerous
rei’cmcu in the resolution itself to the responsibility of the United Kingdom
for the maintenance of law end orders There is amother reference which makes it
clear that the validity of the Resolution was to be limited by the perlod which
wvas to elapse "pending the further consideration” of the future government of
Palestine by the General Assembly. It was anticipated that this period would
coincide with the remaining duration of the Mandate, A study of the verbatim
records of the meetings which led wp to the adoption of this resolution reinforces
this assumption. Several representatives expressed the unchallenged belief that
the resolution before the Council was designed purely for the period remaining
until the !landate expired and was succeeded by a new regime,

6. The Security Council itself scknowledged that the April 17 Resolution had ex-
pired by beginning a discussion, on May 17, of the terms of a new ceases~fire
resolution. Such new resolutions were adopted, firstly, on May 22 (and rejected
by the Arabs), and later, on May 29, The Resolution of May 29 superseded all its
predecessorss The fact that the April 17 Resolution can have no effect in this
matter is proved by the fact that the liay 29 Resolution contains provisions on the
export of ams and war material entirely different from those of April 17.

(more)
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To IM

Chai men of Local Emergency Committees July 13, 1948

From  garry L. Shapiro

Ve are sending you herewith tgtom of the Fourth Anmual
Seminar of the American Christian Palestine Committee held

at Prench Lick, Indiana June 20, 21, 22 ther cover-
ing letter. Ye also enclose copies of the tions adopted
by the 125 Christizn lesders vho sttended from various parts
of the country.

From all indicetions the Seminar of the Americen Christiem
Pelestine Committee was highly successful as to content and
effecty The Christian leaders who attended made a careful
study of the Palestine question under the leadership of
authorities in various fields, If your community was among
those vhich sent a representative we hope that you have, by
this date, received & report of what transpired at the
Seminar, You should receive great satisfaction from the
results achieved and we hope that you will continue to keep
in close contact with your delegate.

HLS:8SR
hﬂlo



‘American Curistian Parestine CommiTres
4| EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

FOUNDERS AND HONORARY CHAIRMEN * NN SRLE

ey oDy July 2, 1948
CO-CHAIRMEN

Hon, Owen Brewster
Hon. James M. Msad
Rev. Dr. Danfal A, Poling

YICE-CHAIRMEN
Willlam Green
Eric A. Johnston

o N We wish to express to you our appreciation for your presence
:‘,;‘;:‘;'r:::i:"’j_",‘;g’:;:;, at the Frencli Lick Seminar, Jue 20-22, In both attendsnce and
Hon. John W. McCormack ~ Coumsel you contributed greatly. We are sorry that time did not

i e PR pemit us to develop personal associations with each of yous
Hon. Sumner Waells

SECRETARY The French Lick Seminar has sharply outlined the following!
Hon. Helen Gahagan Douglas

TREASURER 1., The State of Israel is a fact and has been recognized as such
o by our Government and 15 other nations. However, many difficulties

CHILDREN'S MEMORIAL FOREST are gtill besetting this infent democracy, end it is imperative
N hairmen that we give it every support.

cou
o O s vo 2. A1l of us must organize or strengthen our local chepters of
Cheirmen the American Christian Palestine Committee, foming well-balanced

m:;wh groups with active programs.
Pofhie Sgerpa &. Ford 3s» Ve urze you to carry on a program of education, not only in
sy issise your local community, but also in the entire region surrounding

:.';;'.'.;...“.‘"‘e.,“':::'..f',.""‘"" your home city. Mrs. Blanche J. Shepard, director of our lecture
Prof. Eduard C. Lindeman bureau, Cludb Program Service, i1s ready to help you with speakers
Bear e oy owdemilt in presenting the subject of Palestine before local orgenizations -
Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr service clubs, forums, college groups, etc. Mrs. Shepard would
SoBaEE: Smtth also be interested in hearing from you conceming lectures vhich

Rev. Dr, Ralph W. Sockman ! :
NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNGIL S yourself may deliver on our subject,

Prof. Jamas Luther Ada

J: M. Bafock & 4, Keep in touch with the New York offices When you need adyvice
gl e or assistance in your p:uq{n, write to Rev. Karl Baehr, our

Hon. John M. Coffes executive secretary, who stands ready to help you at any times

Dr, Clark Walker Cummings
Hon. Everatt M. Dirksen
Mrs. Walter Fergaton Those of you who have not yet signed a membership card will

N ) e want to do so and return it to our office.
Bishop Charles K. Gllbert .

R e It was a grand experience to be with you in French Licks

Dr. Walter Clay Lowdermilk  Hay w

O Yahn Cloy Lowdon lay we meet often in the future, We send you our warm god wishes.
Bishop Arthur W. Moulton s

Rev. Dr. Laslis T. Panalngton

Mo Clants Paspae incerely,
Rev. Wendali Phillips

Hon. Frank A. Picard

Miss Daphne Robart

Row. Do: Herold Paul Sloan EKarl Baehr
Dean Claude W. Sprouse

Hoa. Eibert D, Thomas

Prof. Paul Tillich
Rav. Dr. Heward B. Warren Howard M. LeSourd
Prof. Henry N, Wieman

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Rov, Karl Bashr
Carl Hermann Voss

P.S, Under separate cover you will receive materizl promised to
you at the Seminar, _



P TELEGRAN

JUNE 22, 1948

PRESIDENT EARRY S. TRUMAN
WHITE HOUSE
VASHINGION; D, C,

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE CIVIC AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS, REPRESENTING THE
CHRTSTLAN COM{UNITIES OF 71 CITIES IN 26 STATES, A GROUP COMPOSED OF 43 CLERGYMEN,
16 EDUCATORS, JURISTS, EDITORS AND CIVIC LEADERS, ASSHMBELED AT THE NATYOUAL
SBIINAR OF THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMICTEE AT FRENCH LICK, INDIANA,
TWANIHOUSLY COMMEND YOU FOR YCUR PROMPT RECOGNITION OF THE SIATE OF ISRAZEL., TO
SAFEGUARD THE EXISTFNCE OF ISRARL WE URCE YOU TO SEEK AN ACCORD VITH GEBAT
mmoarmmmuozmm&mw ONSONAN

IECISION OF NOVEMBER 29, 1947. WE
OF YOUR HICH OFFICE AND OF OUR GOVERMMENT TO CONVET T(
ITS OBSERVANCE ormmmrs:ww ESTI}B. IT ¢
mm‘ammxmmmmm

PUBLIC IS FULLY m. D mmm

mmxrnmmmmmmm WE HOPE YOU VIIL

mmrmmmmmmmmﬁqm,. TED WATIONS TO PRESS FOR
ADMISSION OF ISRAEL TO THE UNITED NATIONS, Y REMIND YOU THAT
THE OFFICIALS OF QUR GOVEINMINT WHO WERE RESPONSIELE ¥OR THE FIGHT AGAINST

PARTITIQN BEFORE THE NCOVEMBER 29TH DECISION AND F)R THE AMERICAN REVERSAL OF
PARTITION LAST MARCH, ARE STILL IN POSITICNS OF RESPOVSIBILITY, WE BILIEVE THAT
HETENTION OF THESE MEN IN OFFICE CONSTITUTES A& THIEAT NOT ONLY T0 YOUR ANNOUNCED
POLICIES BUT TO THE SECURITY OF ISRAEL AND TO THE INTEGRITY OF AMERICAIS TIME.
HONORED PLEDGES FOR THE SUPPORT OF A JEWISH NATIOIAL HOME

AMERTOAN CHRISITAN PALESTINE CGIMITTEE
41 FAST 42nd STREET

NEY YORK, Ko Yo

BY EARL BARHR, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

ALSO SENT TO FOLLOWING,
QUOTING ABOVE TELEGRAM:-

AMBASSADOR WARREN AUSTIN

UNITED STATES DELEGATE TO THE UNITED NATIONS
2 PARE AVENUE

NEV YOHE, Ne Y.

SECRETARY OF STATE GEORGE C. MARSHALL
STATE DEPARTVENT
WASHINGTON, De Cs



P ELEG
JUNE 22, 1948

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY~FIVE CHRISTIAN DELEGATES, REPRESENTING SEVEITY-ONE CITIES
IN TUENTY-SIX STATES, A GROUP CCMPOSED OF FORTY-THREE CLERGYMEN, SIXTEEN EDUCA-
TORS, JOURNALISTS, JURISTS, AND CIVIC LEADERS, HAVE MET UNDER THE AUSPICES OF
THE AUERICAN CERISTIAN PALISTINE COMMITTEE AND WIS TO CONVEY TO YOUR GOVERNMENT
OUR SENSE OF OUTRAGE OVER ITS OPEN MILITARY AND MORAL SUPPORT OF ARAB AGGRESSION.
IT IS OUR RESOLVE IN OUR COMMUNITIES 70 PUBLICIZE BRITATN'S ALLIANOE “/ITH THE
ARABS AWD ITS FLOUTING OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND TO PRESS FOR SAFEGUARDS AGAINST
THE USE OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION ATMINISTRATION FUNDS FOR WAR AGAINST THD STATE
OF ISRARL <

AMERTOAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMIITTEE

41 EAST 42ND STREET

BY KARL BABHR, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

SENT TO THE FOLLOWING: .

SIR ALEXANDER CADOGAN
UNITED KINGDCM DELEGATE TO THE UNITED NATIONS
LAXE SUCCESS, NEW YORK

SIR OLIVER FRANKS
BRITISH RIBASSY
WASHINGTON, D Ce



JUWNE 22, 1948

CHRISTIAN CENTURY
ChT0A05, TLmoTS
BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE 125 CHRISTIAN SLERGTMEN AND OTHER CIVIC LEADERS OF
71 COMIUNITIES IN 26 STATES, GATHERED AT FRENCH LICK, INDIANA IN THE NATIONAL
SEMIWAR OF THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAY PALESTINE COMIITTEE, WE HAVE BEEN INSTHUCTED
TO PROTEST THE UNJUST AND INACCURATE DESCRIPTION OF THR DECLARATION OF INDE-
PENDENCE OF THE STATE OF ISRARL IN YOUR RECENT EDITORIAL ENTITLED "ISRAEL HAS
NO GODs" VE BELIEVE THAT THE DECLABATION OF INDEPENDENCE OF ISRAEL IS ROOTED
IN THE DEEP RELIGIOUS PASSION FOR JUSTICE AND SPIRITUAL VALUES TAUGHT BY THE

RIY PROPEETS AND NURTURED IN THE JUDATC-CHRISTIAN TRADITION., UE FESPECTFULLY
BRING TO YOUR ATTENTION THE FACT THAT THE LAST PARAGREH IN ISRAEL'S IIXTLARATION

OF INDEPINDENCE READS AS FOLLOWS; "VITH TRUST IN AIMIGHTY COD, VE SET OUR HANDS

TO THIS DECLARATION AT THIS SESSICN OF THE PROVISIONAL STATE COUNCIL IN THE CITY
OF TEL AVIV THIS SABRATE EVE, THE FIFTE DAY OF IYAR, 5708, THE FOURTEENTH DAY
OF LAY, 1948

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

EDGAR DE WITT JONES KARL BAEHR

JOHIT PAUL JONES HOWARD M. LESOURD .
JOHN EERSON ZEITER HENRY A+ ATKINSON
BEDROS BAHARTAN CARL, HERMANN V0SS
Se RALPH HARLOW RICHARD J. PURCELL
CHARLES TURCK HARRY H. PETERSON

RICEARD DAWSON J. SERVIS LARUE



Y TELEGRAM

JUNE 22, 1948

SENATOR H, STYLZS BRIDGES
SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
VASHINGTON, Da Ce
ONE HUNDEED TWENTY-FIVE IELBGATES FRQ{ 26 STATES, RFPEESINTING THE CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP OF 71 COMMUNITIES, HEARTILY CCMIEND YOUR ACTION IN DRAVING ATTENTION
OF THE AMERICAN TAX PAYER TO THE FACT THAT ERP WAS BEING USED TO HELP THE ARAB
LEAGUE IN ITS BRITISH INSPIRED VAR AGAINST THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED STATE OF
ISRAEL, IN RECOMMENDING AN INVISTIGATION OF THE USE OF AMERICAY FUNDS FOR
BRITISH IMPERIAL PURPOSES IN THE MIDDLE EAST YOU HAVE FENDERED AN OUTSTANDING
SERVICE NOT ONLY 70 THE UFITED STAYES, BUT 70 THE WITED NATIONS,

AMERICAN CERTSTIAN PALESTINE CQMSITTEE

41 BAST 4Znd STREET

IEW YORK, N, Yo
BY EASL BAEHR, EXECUTIVE SECEETARY



National Seminar
AMERICAY CHRISTIAN PALESTIUE COMMITTEE

French Lick Springs Hotel, French Lick, Indiana
June 20, 21, 22, 1948

PROGRAM

Sunday, June 20
- - IHFORIAL VELCOME ISTRATI
s P.M. -~ OPENING DIINER
Dr. Henry A. AtKingoN,usesescssnssanse +«s«Chairman
m’ mer Ll l.:al'tin-. U AT R RN NN -I!J.Vocation y
Dr. Carl Hermann V088e«sssccsssessssnssnsAddress of Welcome
Mre. John mq Grauel.... o.'._._to.,'i_..'i'..w Jm to Palestinef
Film: 9"The House in the Degert"

Later - meeting of Policy and Resolutions Committee

Yonday, June 21
5= G_SESSION

Committee Meetings: Policy and Resolutions, and Program

T] . Terlbl andNEARERD Yoril
Dr. Carl Hermann Voss - Chairman of Session on Background Information

Addresses by: _

Major Wellesley Aron, O.BeEs, of Jerusalem - "The Struggle in
Palestine! '

lire Charles J. Rolo of Alexandria, Egypt, book critic of the
Atlantic Nonthly, author of "Wingate's Raiders" - "in Analysis
of the Arab Worlds"

Victoria I'Asprea of Alexandria, Egypt, lecturer and writer -
"Cultural Ferment of the Middle East"

1:00 P.M., - LUNCE=ON
Dean Howard M. LeSourds sseessssnsssnsesssinairman
Dre Clyde Wildmanessssesccssssrnnssssnssslnvocation
Mieet tha People" ~ Self Introductions

3:00 P.M. - AFTERIOON SESSION

Justica Ham Hl Petu.snn......lllolnntotmm

Cirlstiax Palestine Committee
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Addresses by; Mr, Spencer Irwin, editor, Cleveland Plain Dealer

Professor S. Ralph Harlow, of Smith College

Nr. James A, Maxwell, author of "I Never Saw An Arsb
Like Him"

The Rev, Karl Baehr, Moderator of Panel

Seminar Members, 3-minute reports on home activi.tigs.
"Yhat the Problem Means to Me" - Dr, Phillip J. Hickey,
Dr. Theodore Jackman, Dr., Sumner L. Martin, Rev,
Bedros Baharian, Rev, Richard A, Dawson, Mrs, Patricia
Duckworth, Dr, Richard J, Purcell, Dr. Paul Schroeder

PoMe = D

Radio Tramscription for Cortland, lew York
_ Amouncer, Rev. Joln Os Wilson; loderator, Karl Baehr;
Panel: Leonard Gray; liajor Wellesley Aron, and Victoria D'Asprea
Mrse L. Je leCaffery, President, Florida State
?Bdarﬁion of l.mm'ﬂ mﬁa.ltuannl...itl t.o'tocqcm
Rabbi Philip §. Bernstein, formerly Civilian Adviger on Jewish Affairs
to Genersl Lucius D. Clay - "Prom Lands of Despair to Land of Hope"
Major Wellesley Aron - "Palestine Is My Eome"

Film: "Birthday of a Prophecy"
Committee Meetings: Policy and Resolutionsg, and Program

: - G SES

Dr. Charles L. Turck, President, liacalester Oollege,

St. Pﬂﬂl. MinNesessostbissansassicsstasnsssessiiaiyman
Addresses by:

Dean Howard M. LeSourd, Chairman, Children's Memorial Forest

in Palestine
"The Trees of Galilee" ~ Bternel Light Program
transcription on the Children's Memorial Forest
Miss Olivia Terrell, Field Secretary of "Children to Palestine"

Committee Reports:
Resolutions and Policy Committee, by Dr. Charles L. Turck
Frogram Committee, by Karl Baehr
Benediction: Dr, Edvard Brewster
. P.M. - CLOSING LUHC
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July 6, 1548

TEXT OF THE EEPLY OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERDMENT OF ISRART
TODAY CONVEYED TO COUIT FGLKE BERIADOTTE, UN !EDIATOR

On behalf of the Provisional Goevernment of Isrsel, I have the honor fo
offer the folloving observations on the suggeetlions presented by you under
cover of your letter of June 27 as & possible basis for discussion in discharge
of your task to "promote a peaceful adjustment of the future situstion of
Palebﬁinﬂn

1. The Provisional Covernment of Israel noted with surprise that your
suggestions appear to ignore tane Reso)m on of the General Assenbly of JTovember
29, 1947, vhich remeing the only intemation:1'y velid adjuddeation on the
question of the future govemment of Pelostine.

The Provisional Covemmment also regrets to find that in fomulating your
sugzestions, you do not appesr to have taken into account fully the outstonding
facts of the situation in Palestine, namely, the effective establishnent of
the sovereignty of the State of Israel within the srea assigmed to it in the
Assembly's resolution, and other territorial chenges vhish resulted from the
repulse of the attack lamnched against Israel by Polestiniam Arebs end by the
neighboring Arsh States,

2. The Provisionsl Govemment of Israol begs to recall thot the Jewich
people accepted the settlement leid down in the General Assembly’s rasolution
as a compromise enteiling heavy secrifices on its part, and the territory
assiged to the Jevish State as en irreducible minimmm, It is indeed the con-
viction of tie Provisional Government of Tsrael that the territorial provisions
effecting the Jevish State now stand in need of improvement, in view both of
the perils revealed by Arab agzression %o the safety and integrity of Israel
end of the results achieved by Isrcel in repellinz this sggression. In this
connection, the Provisional Government of Israel desires to point out that the
territorial settlement laid down in the Resolution-was based on partition of
Western Palestine between the Jevish peovle snd the Arad populztion of Pelestine,
Inclusion of the Arab portion of Prlestine 4n the territory of one of ihe
neiﬁboring Arsb states would fundamentally change the coniext of the boundary
Dprobleme

3e The Provisionel Covernment of Isrnel cannot agree to any encroaciment
upon or limitation of the free soversignty of the people of Isrzel in ifs inde-
pendent State. 'thile it is the basic aim and policy of Isrcel to estoblish
relations of peace and amity with her neighlors on the besis of closest possible
collaboration in all fields, internstiontl arrangements vhich may be necessary
to glve effect to this policy cannot be imposed upon Isrcel, but can only be
entered into as a reeult of rm agreement negotisted between the interested
parties as free and sovereign Stztes,

4. The Provisional Government of Israel would be ready to accept the
provisions concerning Economic Union as femulated in the Assemblyls Resclution
if 211 their basic premises were to materiaiize. This is nct, hovever, the
eventuality emnvisaged in yoar suggestiouss e pertuer State vhom the Israelis
are invited %o jJoin in a Union is both in i1ts politicsl identity und in its
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geographical dimensions wholly different from the Arad State provided for in the
Resolution. Jevish consent to Economic Union in the context of the Resolution
cannot therefore be binding in the new situations It must now be lelt to the
free and unfettered discretion of the Governuent of Israel in the exercice of
its sovereign rights to detemmine what arrangements should govem Israells
relations with her neighdor or neighbors in the field of economic cooperction.

5o The Provisional Government of Israel must be particularly emphctic
in its opposition to eny infringement of Israel's independence end sovereignty
as regerde her immigration policy. Complete and ungualified freedom to deter-
mine the egizo and composition of Jewish immigration was the very essence of the
Jewvigh claim to statehoods Recogaition of the moral validity and the practical
urgency of that claim in connection with the issue of immigration lay at the
roots of its acceptance by the internationel worlds There can be no gquestion
of any Israeli Government accepting the slightest derogation in favor of eny
Joint or intermational body from Isrsel's sovereignty as regards control of her
immigration policye

6s The Provisicnal Covemnment of Israel was deeply wounded by your sug-
gestion concerning the future of the City of Jerusalem, which it regards as
disastrous. The idea that the relagation of Jernsalem to Arab rule mizht fom
part of a peaceful settlement could be conceived only in utter disregard of
history end of the fundamental facts of the problem, vhich are:

a) the sssociation of Judeism with the Holy Citys

b) the unique place occunied by Jeruszlem in Jevish history and
present-dsy Jewish life;

¢) Jevish inhabitants constituted a two-thirds majority in the City
before the commercement of Arab aggression and this proportion has
greatly increased since then as a result of Arab evacuations

d) the vhole of Jerusalem with only a few minor exceptions is mov in
Jevish hands;

e) and not least the fact that after en exhsustive study of the .
problem and as a result of the overvhelming concensus of Caristian
opinion in its midst, the Gensral Assembly resolved that Jerusalem
be placed under an international regime.

The Provisional Government of Isrzel must make it clear thot the Jevish
peopls in the State of Isrzel and the Jews of Jerusalem will never acguiesce in
the imposition of Arab domination over Jerusalem, no matter vhat fomel muniei-
pal autonony and vhat right of access to Holy Places the Jews of Jerusalem might
be allowed to enjoy. They will resist any such imposition with 211 the force
at their coumand. The Provisional Government of Isrzel regrets having to szy
that your startling suggestion regarding Jerusalem, by encouraging false Arad
hoves and wounding Jewish feelings, is iiksly to achieve the reverse of the
pacifﬁng effect wvhich you undoubtedly had in mind,

7« The Provisional Governmen® of Isrzel does not find it necesscry at this
stage to comment upon the other points raised in your suggestions as it hopes
that examination of its present observations cn the major aspects of the scheme
for 2 settlement tentatively outlined by you may canse you to reconsider your
whole approach to the probtlem.



American Zionist Emergency Council
342 Hadison Avenue,
Nev York City

TEE FOLLOVING TELEGRAM WAS SENT TO THE CHAIRMEN OF LOCAL EMERGENCY CGIITTEES

JULY 9, 1948

IN VIEV ISRAEL ACCEPTANCE AND ARAB REJECTION TRINE EXTEINSION PROPOSAL VARFARE
HAS RESUMED, DUB AGAIN TO ARAB AGGRESSION, IMPORTANT THAT YOUR COIlUNITY, JEWS
AND NON JEVS, SEND LARGEST NUMBER OF TRELEGRAMS POSSIBLE TO WEITE HOUSE AND STATE
DEPARTICINT URGING PRUSIDE)Y TRIMAN AND SECRETARY MARSHALL T0 PRESS ACTION IN UN
SECURITY CONCIL TO BEAXD ARAB STATES AS ACGRESSORS AND APPLY SANCTIONS ACCOEDANCE
VITH CEAPTER SEVEN OF UN CHARTER. URGE THE PEESIDENT TO MODIFY ARIS RBARGO SO
TEAT ISRAEL CAN DEFEND ITSELF. PLEASE LAUNCE YOUR TELEGRAM CAMPAIGN DNIEDIATELY.
NEX? TWO DAYS VERY CRITICAL IF WE ARE 70 SUCCEED, IT IS IMPERATIVE TO BEGIN WORK
AT QNCE, CANIOT OVERSTEESS URGENCY ABOVE EEQUEST. ISRARL DEPRIDS O YOU, IN
THIS, ITS HOUR OF NEED, YE MUST NOT LET THEN DOWN. REGARDS.
HARRY L. SHAPIRO



ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
mnmmmun N. Y.

MEMORANDUM
Chaimen of Local Emergemcy Committees - June 18, 1948

To
Harry L. Shapiro

From

The following, gathersd from the prees and other authoritative dﬂma.l out~
lines the attitude of the Isruel Government with regard to the impending
negotations instituted by Count Bermadotte.

1. The State of Israel must be treated as a sovereism nation-
No Isrsel official will meet with Ardd ofiicials m:less
nml&uw_ m;;-mmmamﬁwgm

alestine.

2. ﬁennmuumfﬂcﬂunl—tcﬂ.’ﬁuu to either
volume or sources The State of Israel alone will decide
hovn;nriﬂg:nuttﬁn receive enc vhers they will
Come ITom,

3. Israel will not negotiate with the Arabs on any reduction
of the territory allotted to it by the United Nations parti-
tion decision of November 29 last ye.r, Since it at present
holds territory cutside the partition _boundaries, it is
villing to discuss minor territorial adjustments with Ared
representatives, :

4, Jerusalem must retain its UN status as an intemational
city. If Arab attacks there are resumed aftsr the present
four-week truce expires, and if the world continues to view
them wvith indifference, the Jews may demend inclusion within
Israel of Jewish Jerusalem. Israel inelsts on maintaining
its present hold on the unbroken territorizl connectio:
between Isrnel and Jerusalem as this is the only effective
safeguard for the future of Jerusalem Jewry.

5. The Arabds must ablde by the WN decision for creation of an
t Arab state in Palestine; otherwise, Isrpel will
not be inclined to relinguish territory, such as westem
Galilee, which it has acquired by conquest.
The above should aid you as a gulde in your local public relations activities.

Regards,

_ HLS:RW



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK I7, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Dhiss June 9, 1948

From Harry L. Shapiro

The British Information Services recently distriduted
to all leading Anerican mevspaper editors, radio com-
mentators and columnists a memormndum purporting to
give "the answers to questiome concemning Mm‘-
position in the present fighting in the Holy Land."
Loedlees to say, this release presented a distorted
plcture of Britain's role in the war to destroy Israel.

Ve have prepared the attached refutation of the British
memorandum, and have given 1t the widest possidle dis-
tribution among editors, commentators, etc, However,
we have no way of lnowing whether all of those who
received the British release are covered by our mail-
ing lists, We urge you, therefore, to bring the
attached memorsndmm to the attention of your local
press. Additiomal coplos for editors, etc. are availe

able upon request.
mﬁ.

HLS:®B
Enc,



AMFPRICAN ZICNIST FMERGIENCY COUNCIL
542 liadison Avenue
Hew York 17, N, Y.

ERITAIN®S ATD TO ARAB STATES: THE FACTS

Under the title "Britain's Aid to Arad States: The Facts," the British
Information Services, an official agency of the British Government located at
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City, has issued a release purporting to give
"the answers to questions concerning Britein’s position in the present fighting
in the Holy Land,"

It is only foir that some of the more glering misstatements, evasions, and
significent omiagsions contzined in that releesse be brought to your attention,
1. On page 2, the Telease admits that "some 37 British officers are at present
serving with the Transjordsn Lezion." The tsuth of the matter is that British
military personnel serving with the Leglon numbered, as of May 14th last, sbout
2254 Of this number 37 are officers while the rest consists of NCO's, Most of
these officers and NCO's are members of the regular British forces seconded to
the Legion.
2. On the ssme page, the release, vhile asserting that 13 British officers
serving with the Legion are "private individnals," adds that they "have been
engaged directly by the Transjordan Covermment, but not with the spproval of the
British Government, just as a number of Britons have been engaged by the Hagensh
forces of the Jews," This is a grossly misleadinz statement. The "Hogonzh
fo;'cea" are neither financed by the British Treasury nor equipped by the British
amy, tut the Transjorden Legion is so financed and equipped. In the circum=
stances, the analogzy between the Hagansh and the Legion will hardly holds As
for individual Britons joining the Transjordan Legion allegedly without the
approval of the British Government, we attach herewith a copy of a British amy
circular, issued on February 26, 1948 by the Headquarters of the First British
Divigion in Sarafend, Palestine. This circular shows that the Britich amy is
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serving as a rsciuiting agency for British military personnel who wish to volun-
teer for the Transjordan Arad Legion ~- a procedure which goes far beoyonl nmere
"spproval.®

It is sald that General Glubd and other BEritish military personnel serving
with the Leglon go through the fomality of resignation from the British Amy or
from Britich Covemment service. Whether this is so or not, is irrelevarts The
transparent device of a fomul resignation by collusion of the parties concemed,
so as to enable military personnel to take part in agyressive Gempalgns, is a
well-lmown procedure end will no longer decolive anybodye
3. On the same page, the British release mekes the following three assertions:

"(a) There arve no British officers in Jerusalems

"(v) British officers have not been involved in fighting at all

e:capt for two persgns o were involved in the new part
of the City of Jervsalem btut hnve since been withdrawm.

"(c) No British officers have been or sre employed in directing
the artillery shich *is bombarding Jerngalem, "

How statements (a) and (c) can be reconeiled with (b), must be left to the
ingenuity of the authors of the release, How these statements can be reconciled
with well-authenticated reports of a.,m,-;m correspondents regarding the parti-
cipation of Brigedier Gemeral @lubb and other British officers in the Jerusalem
operations of the Arap Legion is also difficult to see.

4, On pege 3 of the British release, 1£§ authors state that since the British
subsidy to Tronsjordsn is paid in pounds, not in dollars, and since the IZEP is
supervised by an American Administrator, America's economic aid to Britzin is not
helping the British to am the Arabs, The British Infommation Services should
really credit Americen newspaper editors, to whom their releases are sent, with
sufficient knowledge of elementary economics to see through so flimsy an argument.
American editors Jmow that while pounds are rot alweys convertidle into dellars,
dollars areeasily convertidle into pounds, XNor has the fact escaped their notice
that if nev funds are placed at the disposal of a goverament for whatever purpose,
this frees other funds of the same government for different purposes.
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In this connection it is worth noting that the British spent one hundxred
million pounds ($400,000,0C0) or about 12 per cent of the last Americen loan
to fight Jewish immigration into Palestine during 1946-1947 by military ond
other means. These figuree were released on May 28 by David Horovitz, Undex-
secretary of the Treasury of Israel. Together with amms supplies to the Arad
States the figure may be dbrought up to about 20 per cent of the American losan.
5+ In discussing the subsidy to Transjordan, the release artfully avoids any
mention of the fact that the Govermnment of Trensjordmn receives from the British
Government not one but two subsidies: one 18 paid in respset of the general
government of Transjordan_: the other — a much larger sum -~ is paid fo provide
for practically 211 the expenditures of the Transjordan Legion. It will be
readily seen that, wholly apart from the participation of Bﬁush personnel in
the Leglon, the British Govemnernt cannot be acquitted of ultimate responsidbility
for the operations of a military mit which is maintained almost entirely out of
that Government's treasury.
6. Another significant omigslon 4m the relesse concerns the fact thet the entire
military equipment of the Transjordean Legion is provided by the British Amy and
Air Force., As late as the middle of May 1948, when the King of Trensjordan
publicly proclaimed his intention to use the Legion for en attsck on Isrzel,
new stocks of weapons and ammunition were rushed from British army stocks to
Trensjordane A copy of the Message of British military headquariers in the Middle
East to the Transjorden Arsb Legion relating to this shizment is attached here-
withe
7. Since the release seeks to convey the imprescion that the military operations
of the Arsb Legion outside of Transjordan are the sole concern of the Government
of Transjordan, and can in no way be imputed to the Britich Government, Article 1
of the Treaty between Great Britain and Transjordsn, of March 15, 1948, is quoted
herewvith:

"« o ¢ Bach of the High Contracting Parties undertakes not to edopt |

in regard to foreign countries an attitude, vhich is incomsistent with
the Alliance or might create difficulties for the other party theretoo"
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8. On page 4, tnhe release tries to create a better impression of Britain®s role
in Pelestine by ite portrayal of Britain's record in the Middle Eecte. Accuiding
to the relesse "Britain has durinz the last thirty years contributed much fo the
stadility of the Middle Bast" and has assisted Arad States "not only with the
means of self-defense, but also with loans for roads, public health, irrigation
and so on." BEven if true, this observation would have been irrelevants Good
deeds in the past do not justify ﬁes;:i_ng]_.e conduct in the presents However,
this Belﬁlmz.da.to;g sunmary of th—téi'.jn's ;umﬂ in the Middle fast bears very

s part played W British agents

in repeat2dly inciting revolts m&na. Jebel Druge m.zgxgmna can hardly
be charocterized as a contritution to q‘t_ubd!i‘b. As for lsjli'ish loans to Arab
States "for rvads, public heelth, irrigntion and so q"n_,‘i- the "so on" part of

slight resemblance to the truth. mﬂrn

it may be correct, We are nol aware of any British Government loans to Arab
States for rozds, public health m&iMﬂm |

9. Comment is superfluous on the pasgage on poge £ of the release, in vhich
the British Infomation Services seek to create en utterly false impressicn of
the attitude of the Arab Btates during World War II. The pro-Gemen revolt of
the Iraql Government, the anti-~Ally activities of the ex-Mufti of Jerucelem, and
the conspiracy of the Egyptisn Government with the German and Italian forces are
s8till fresh in our minds, It is almost inconceivable that, in the frce of
general knowledge of the facts, the authors of the release have thought it possi-
ble to give out a version so blatantly at variance with the truth,

10 Nor is it necessary to dwell on the paragraphs on pages 5 and 6 of the
release, which stress Britain's "impartiality" as between Arabs and Jevs in
Palestine, We refer editors to thelr own newspaper files, teginning with the
year 1939, The British Government's enti-Jewish record on Palestine is so
thoroughly documented as to render ludicrous any British claim to "impartiality.”

1ls The Britich Infomation Services assert that their government 1s Mtrving to
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get pecce in Palestine," bub they'pmcaed to oppose United Nations action under
Chapter 7 of the fharter ~- action favored by doth the United States and the
Soviet Union which would have dealt with the realities of the situation? smed
agcression by the Arad States. The release argues sgainst a "hasty™ decision
along thece lines.

Te reason for-this Britich desire to avoid "haste" anxd to block Securi iy
Council action under Chegber 7 is apparent from the following dispatch to the
Lopdon Times from its Jerasalem correspundent, dated May 26: "The bombardment
of the Convent of Notre Dzme and neighboring bulldings continues. A British
major of the Arab Legion commands $his operaticn end other British officers
are vith him,"

The arguments egainst the vigorous W action advocated by the United States
and the Soviet Union, which are contained on the last page of the release, were
also presented in the Security Coumcil By Sir Alexander Cadogen while he was
introducing his government®s truce formmla. The comments made on Sir Alexander's
- statement by Mr., Aubrey S. Eban, Bspres'iantative of the Provisional Govermment of
Israel, will be of interest to those who heve read the British Infomation
Services document.

Mr., Eban said: "In the course of this debate, the representatives of the
Arab Btates and of the United Kingdem have echoed in almost identisal tones the
excuses upon which the Arab States based their rejection of the cease=fire
appeal., This rejection, and all the conseqguences which flow from it, were con-
doned by the United Kingdom Representative on the grounds that the Secnrity
Council had 'abandoned the political temrms which the Arabs considered just and
reasonable.' In this most illminzting phrase there is revealed the vhole
beckground of principle and expediency agpinst which the (British) @raft resolu=
tion can be accurately appraised. For an unconditional cecse=fire and a ceasew
“fire conditioned by the eatisfaction of political tems are not different aspects
~of the ‘same principle. They stand in the most complete antithesise An uncone
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ditioral cease-fire asserts the principle of peace. It wpholds the fndmmental
doctrine of the Charter that sll mezbers of the United Nutioms shnald Yabstain
from the uge or threat of force in their intematiunal relationss? That dontrirs
is an absolute, an ideal which cennot be coapromised or questimed or conditicced
On the other hand, tha proposal for a conditioned cease-fire is an abasenent of
that high ideal of the Charter, for it upholds the doctrine ¢f expedient violance;
the efficacy of threats; the sovereignty of wnilateral forcec Therefore, the
difference beftween the resolutiom ewlling for an unconditional cease=fire, and
the (British) draft resolution now before ms, is nothing less than the difference
betweea the Charter and its taclt -ﬂﬂaﬁrn.: Poxr the Charter does not require
member stztes to abstain from the threat or r'n.o of force only if the political
terms which 'they consider just and reasoneble are taken into account,' In
acimowledging that the Ar"a"bs.have no absolute duly to abetain from ammed force
againat the State of Igrcel and Jernsalem unless they reap some of the fruits
of victory — a victory which exists only in tLeir colorful imegining —- this
draft fesolution traneports us into & world far remote from the principles and
purposes of this orgapization. The Arabs are no lomger cdlled upon to sdapl
themselves to the will of the Security Councile The Security Council is called
upon to adapt itself to the will of the Arsl States. « «

"For the mos part, Sir Alexander Cadogan's historical record is nothing
but an meritical repetition of the views previously submitted by 4Arad repre-
sentatives. You can search its pages in vain for the faintest sign of neutrality
in any single points Thus the Security Council wes nga‘n acquainted with the
tems of a truce for Jerusalem negotiated exclusively betveen the Hizh Com-
nissicner for Palestine znd the Arab Lesgue, and nevar communicated to any
Jewleh anthority, The allegation that 2 tmce agresmeant had been conclrded in
Jerusalem, and was broken by the Stem Group was arhitrarily prasented without
a single shred of evidence, This tmce agreement eid its elleged violation Yy
the Jews are so mysterious and occult in their origins, that no reference to any
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such agreement can te found in the communications of the Truce Commission which
was resident and asgtive in Jerusalem throughout that whole veriode This allegation
is totally unsupported by any source which conld be described ac even remotely
neutrsl. Ard its rehearsal before the Council at this state can only serve to
obscure the vital and essential feature of the Jerusaslem situation, vhich is that
in response to a guestion by the Security Council, the Provisional Govermment of
Israel has agreed to negotiate an immediate end unconditional truce and that this
offer, like the Jewish offers for & cease-fire, has gone by for several days with-
out any responses” ' _
12, All the missbatements, evasiens and cmiseions of the authors of the British
Information Services statement cannot diszuise the simple fact thet what is now
going on in Palestine is, in the words of Walter Iipymann, "the scandal of a

British satellite amy defving the United Nationse"

L
.



SUEJECT:~ Volunteers - Arab Legicn., CONFIDENTIAL _
: ‘ Headquarters LRaEelipZe
1st Infantry Divicion
Teli=Sarafand Ixbe 68

40[){3
26 Feb 48

Herewith copy of HQ 1 Inf Div Signal 231730 B Ref No: AGl15
for your action as necessary

(Sgd.).
Copt & Adjut,

for Lieat Colonel,
Comd R E.:B, 1st Inf Div,

SOPX

From:=HQ 1 Inf Div. To:=ReEullsBe 231720 B

Con¥D(s) AG 116 (») ONE THE FOLIOWING VACANCIES WILL EXIST FOR VOLWNTEERS
IN REME FOR SERVICE WITH ARAB LEGICN WHEN REORG IS APPROVED (.) OFFRS MAJOR ONE
CAPT/SUB (1 CHPT GP) ONE CAPT/SUB ONE CAPT/SUB (ALA) ONE (.) OR INSTRUCTORS
TO ARAB PERSONNEL (o) ARMAVENT ARTS (VEHS) ARMAMENT ARTS (FIELD) ARMAIENT ARTS
(INSTRUCTORS LEGAL) ARMAMENTS ARTS (WIRELESS) ARMAMENT ARTS (ELECTRICAL) (e)
FOLLOYVING REQUIRED TO BE SGTS OR RECCHMENDED FOR PROMOTICN (.) ARMOURERS
MACHINISTS METAL VEH MECHS ELECTRICAL (V & P INSTRMENT MECHS (FIELD) INSTRGMENT
MECHS (TC) TELE MECHS (FIELD) (.) ALL ABOVE T0 HAVE MINIMUM 12 MONTHS TO SERVE
(+) T (o) APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE WITHHELD AND WILIL, BE FORWAEDED TO THIS
HQ (o) THREE (o) SELECTED PERSONI'EL WILL BE POSTED NORMALLY ON THEIR GENERAL
SERVICE LIABILITIES (.) TER{ AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE NOT YET PASSED (o) IT
1§ POSSIBLE FAMILIES PERMITTED TO FOLLOW IN DUE GOURSE ;



Message Fom. Imediate.

FOUR.

FIVE,

MIDEAST

ARAB LEGICN AMMAN

MOV LEVAET

74882Q(M)2, following are programmed shipments ex

SUEZ to AQABA.

Vessel TAISEER m'.g SUBZ approx 9th May BIA AQARA
approx 14th May. 18409 Jerricens MT 70 Petrol 360 tone
DW 480 tons nmre- | =

Vessel NAIM loading SUBZ 9th May ETa AQABA approx 14th
May, 43 OBELIXON Guns 36 Tons DV 113 Tons MW ammunition
274 tons IW 266 Zons. Measure..

Further vessels programed to com=ence loading SUEZ 10th
Moy BTA AQABA spprux 15th Maye Ammumition 255 Tons IW 167
Tons measure. nams of vessel %5 follows

Bscort NCO 1 ORs 3 of ARAB LEGICHN to accompany stores on
vestels paras two and three sboves

Request signal earliest when vessel have completed discharge
give details out tum.



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Date
Chai men of Local Emergency Committees June 15, 1948

rom
Harry L. Shapiro

Following are two press statements issued this afternoon by the Isreeli
Delegotion to the United Nations:

A spokesman for the Israeli mission mede the following
stotement today: The proposal to have the member states

of the United Nations estzblish a check on 211 immigration
to the Middle Bast is an innovation mever contemplated by
the Security Council cease-fire resolution and not provided
in the mediator's truce proposal, It is unwarranted in
principle and in practice would lead to hardship and in- ;
Justice, We have pledged full cooperation with the mediator
and his staff but this plan for a hydra-headed inspection

of the entire world is utterly incongruous and would be
deeply resented by public opinioa in Israsl.

. - .

A spokesman for the Israeli mission today issued the follow-
ing statement: Public opinion has been given the impression
that British officers have been withdraim from the Arsb Legion
and retumed to Ammen. Ve vonder how !r. Bevin will explain
the activities of Brigadier Noman J. Lash vho is mow revealed
to be the Arab Legion Commander in Jerusalem. Brig. Lash's
most recent contribution to peace amnd civilization in Jerusalem
vas to threaten to fire on food convoys reaching the 90,000
Jevs of that city and yesterday he issued an order of the day
commanding Arab soldiers amd civilians to desist from any
further relations with Jews and threatening offenders with
court martial as spies, Arab legionnaries frankly told our
soldiers yesterday that they did not want to fight the Jews
but were forced to do so by their British officers., We find
it difficult to believe that Mr, Bevin is unable to influence
‘Ik‘ha activities of any British officers serving with the Arab
egion.

Regards,

HLS:LD



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chai men of Local Emergency Committees Riase June 16, 1948

From Harry L, Shapiro

The following statement regardirg collection of funds for the Irgun or any
other military orgenization has been issued bty Dr. Abba Hillel Silver in behalf
of the “merican Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, Flease call this
to the attention of your Committee and the Zionist groups represented therein.

At a meeting of the General Council of the Zionist Organization which
was held in Tel Aviv last April, on egreement was confimed between
Hagansh end the Irgun Zvsel Leuml regarding their future cooperation,
Under that arrangement the Irgun wes free to colleet its own funds.

The agreement also provided that upon the establishment of the Jewish
State, Irgun would disband as a separate military force, The State
of Israel was establighed on lay 15th. On May 28th the Provisional
Government of Isra.l issued a svecizl order creating "the Defense
Amy of Isrsel." The order further stated "It is herewith forbidden
to create or maintain any armed force other than the Defense Amy of
Israel,"

In response to an inquiry which was addresced to to the Foreign
Secretary of Israel, the following cablegram has now been received:
"In view of the dissolution of Irgun Zvai Leuni and its impending
complete incorporation in the Defense Army of Isrzel, all separzte
drives and allocations are unwarranted and should be discontinued
forthwith, All parts of che Defense Amy are financed with central
funds and no question can arise of any section or group of the Amy
claiming separate ﬁnancial assistance for its maintenance or opera-
tions expenses.”

In the light of the above we wish to apprise everyone that eny
collection of funds in behalf of the Irgun or for any other military
organization by any individuel or organization in the United States
is unwvarranted and is contrary to the expressed wishes of the State
of Israel. There is todsy but one Defense Amy of Israel -- "The
Z'va Hegonah 1'Yisrael" —- and it is maintained by the Provisional
Gove rnment of Israel,

Ve trust that the fullest publicity will be given to the abeve in
every community.

(Signed) Abba Hillel Silver

HLSi1MSR
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date June 8, 1948

From Herry L. Shepiro

Ve are again calling your sttention to the anti-Zionist propagonda campalen
vhich continues unabatel in a number of natiunal magagines. While the daily
press has given overwhelming surport to our csuse during the past eritical
months, many importent megazines have closred tiheir columns to Zic'mi;; a:ttlclu
S ’

while opening them wide t-o pro-.&:rﬁ wﬂter:. Life, look
¢ ey Bxening Fost o publithed vielously mntimzZionist
pieces. nﬁm of refutations have not

yet sacceeded ﬂﬂl tha nﬁeﬂl mmt 's vhich printed zn excel-
lent articls By Dr. Jorge Garcia Gx'm&m !n us]lqr 22nd issues The publice-
tion of the Gramados article was un the resnlt of the many letters
of protest 1hich were sent after the Lessing &nmmld plece eppecred,

The June 12th issue of the Saturdsary Even _,1 Post contains another article by
the Arabs' chief propegancist, Eemit Roosevelt, which must not go unchallenged.
A campaign of protest from a1l over the country must be directed at the editors
of that magazine.

Here is the plan of mﬂ;on'\'ﬁ:lob-t suggest to you:

1. Please remember mot to write mug to the
Post vntil after the June 12th issue is on the stends or in the
hands of subszribers.

2, After the issune aypears, the largest possible number of letters
by Jews and non-Jews chould go forward to the megazine —- addressed
elther to Mr. Ben Eibls, Editor, or to the pubdblishers, or simply
to The Bditor -~ expressing irdismation at the publicstion of
Kermit Poosevelt?s articie, ‘2e setond in & row presenting a diz-
torted picture o th: Zalestine provlem.

3s These letters from readers smd subscribers do not necessarily
have to go into a detu.led analysis of Hr, Roosevelt's article.
However, for the benofit of those of your friends who mey wish to
write at greater length, we are enclosing a refutation of seversl
points in Foorevelt's article. Please make certain that letter-
writers use their owvn worde,

4, Should some of the letters cancel subscriptions or snnounce

that in the future the signatory will stop buying the Saturday
Evening Post, this may prove very effective with the publishers
of the magazine,

I shall appreciate a report of the zction taken by you in this matters Regards.

HLS: BB
Ine,



"THE PUZZLE OF JERUSALEM'S MUFTI"

Kermit Roosevelt
(s Ev st, June 12, 1948

A FEV POINTS OF CRITICISM

1, The overall purpose of Kemit Roosevelt's article is undoubtedly to.
vhitewash the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem and to presest 2 glorified picture of this
notorious war criminal ond active partner of Hitler. Granted that lir, Foosevelt
coes it with a great deal of subtlety and here and there introduces negative
views on ihe ex-Mufti, laudatory remaris are so preponderant in the article
that there can be no donbt zs to its real objective.

2, Roosevelt's article opens with a statement that the ex-lufti "is one
of the most revered men living." This actnally sets the tone for the entire
plece. Any objective reader would congider this a blatant falsehood, Even
among the Arsbs there are more reople who fear Anin el Husseinl than who revere
hime World cpinion on the ex-Hufti is exactly what he deserves in the light of
his unsavory biogrsphy.

3. Mr, Roosevelt prominently displays the ex-Mufti's statements to him
that he is not enti-Jewish but only anti-Zionist, and that he never collaborated
with Hitler end Himmler In the planned exfermination of Puropesn Jewry. This
ggain 1is a falsehoods Thexe are documents which prove beyond any doubt Amin el
Husseini's complicity in the massacre of European Jewry by the Nezise Some of
these documents are avallable to everybody, including the editors of the Saturday
Evening Post, We refer to "The Arad War Effort," a documented account published
by the American Christian Palestine Committee, Others are in the form of affi-
davits presented at the Nuerenburg trials showing that the ex-lufti promoted the
extermination of European Jewrys There are letters written by the exlMufti to
various Nazi officials and puppet governments in Europe, which have been published,
proving that on several occasions he gupported and urged the massacre of Jews.

4. Mr. Roosevelt tries to present El Eusseini as an Arab patriot, who was
driven to become anti-Zionist snd anti-Pritish, but he carefully avoids any
mention of the ex~Mufti's active snti-Americanism. In this connection, the
following excerpts from a radio address by Amin el Husseini directed to Arabs
in America, delivered on March 19, 1943 in Rome, may be illuminating. This is
what Amin el Husseini said on that occasion:

"...The Arabs and loslems will not be deceived by Britain
once again because not only have they known its true ine
tentions but they have also known those of Britain's z2llies
-~ America -- and I want to draw the attention of the Arabd
emigrants in America to this fact, reminding them of their
glorious past when they supported the National movement. I
vould also like to remind them that their efforts will be
wasted, if, God forbid, America and her Allies may be vio-
torious in this War because at such a time the Arabs will
never rise again. I therefore know that those Arab emi-
grants in America will refrasia from helping Roosevelt or
teking part in a war wvhich he brought on to his countiyeses"



- -
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S5« Making himself the mouthplece of the Amin el Husseini, lire Roosevelt
repeats that war criminazl's statement that "If Palestine were to be given
independence immediately, as a united country with an Arab majority, the Jewvish
minority there would receive the same righte and privileges that minorities
receive in 2ll civilized countries.”

To call the Arab lands "civilized comntries" and to accept any assurances
from the ex~Mufti at their face value -- as lir., Roosevelt does —— reveals the
author's purpose in writing articles of this kind, It is of course wndisguised

Arab propagendae

The same purpose can be clearly seen in the concluding section of Roosevelt's
article, where he speaks of the strength of the Arab opposition to the Jewish
State and tries to build up the Mufti as the one great leader,

6s It is untrue that Amin el Husseini played any part at all in the Arad
revolt under Colonel Lawrence.

7. It is untrue that Amin el Husseini was elected "Grand Mufti" of Jerusalen
There is no cuch post as Grand Mufti of Jeruselem; and he was appointed, not
elected, to the post of Mufti of Jerusalem.

8¢ lr, Roosevelt writes: "His gentle voice can give orders to kill."
That voice has indeed ziven orders to Xill. There is & list of many dozens of
Arab politicians and leaders in Palestine who were killed by the liufti's hench-
men because they dared to oppose his dictates.

9+ Another statement by Mr., Roosevelt can not stand up in the light of
the facts. He writes that the MNufti "has become the leader of all Arzbs in that
cause," It is generally kmown that Amin el Husseini's leadership is wnacceptable
not only to large numbers of Palestinian Arabs, but also to some of the Arad
rulers outside of Palestine. Thus, King Abdullah of Transjordan and the Mufti
are mortal enemies. Nor does Irag support the Mufti's leadership.
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/ ' AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chai men of Local Emergency Committees Daie May 28, 1948

From Harry L. Shapiro

Israel's resl ememy in its fight for independence and survival is Great Britain.
The Britich Govemment is openly finencing, supplying and directing the Arad
assanlt ageinst the Jewish State.

Fortunately, the Americon people kave not been confused by the propagsnda smoke-
screen behind vhich Great Britain has sought to carxy out its plan to destroy
the State of Israel, The Zmerican press has reected magnificently =nd has
treated British perfidy with the contempt it deserves. However, the battle

for public opinion is far from over. BShrewd British propagandists cen be ex=
pected to flood this country with 1ies end to re-introduce the "Red bogey" —
the argument that the Arabs must be supported in order to stem the spread of
communism in the Middle East.

There is, therefore, a great task before uss We must not only be prepared to
meet every new British propaganda device, but should antieipate Britzin's
attempts to mislead Americam public opinions

Ve must do even more. Mr. Bevin has a very thick skin and is quite deaf to
pleas for justice. There is, however, one language which he and his associates
understend well —~ that of the American dollar, The economic weaspon is the

one that this comtry can use most effectively in this instance, and its use

is clearly called for, in view of the fgzot that Great Britein is financing the
Arab invasion of Israel with funds supplied by the Americen Treasurye

Senator Styles Bridzes (R.,N.H.), chaimman of the Senate Appropriastions Com=
mittee, ha~ elready rsised this question on the floor of the Senate, and a
nunmber of outstanding members of both Houses of Congress have Joined him in
demanding an investigation of United States aid to Britein in order to deter-
mine yhether such financial aid enables the British Government to am the
Arabs against Israel. Senator Bridges has called wpon Paul G. Hoffmen, ERP
Administrator, to report to his Committee on this question. It is no secret
that the British are greatly concemed over this latest development.

We must now mobilize all our strength behind the demand that the United States
Government deny Britein the funds to supply Areb aggrescors. This can be done
in the following ways:

le Organize the widest possible support for the efforts
initiated by Senator Bridzes to investizate the effects
of United States aid to Britain on the war sgainst Israele
Vrite to your Senators and Representatives snd urge them
to insist that further American financial sid to Britain
be halled until the British Covermment ceases its monetary
and military assistonce to the Arabse



-3-

2. 0Call upon all molders of public opinion in your conmunity =
editors, radio commentators, clergymen, public officials ==
to beck you up in this just demand. Take steps to ensure that
the citizens of your city are fully aware of the facts, This
can be Gone through the publication of advertisements ia your
local newspapers. Attached to this memorendum you will find
the text of an advertisement which the American Zionist
Emergency Council placed in the New York and Weshington press.
We urge you to reproduce it in your own newspapers.

3s Oontinue to have letters of thanks sent to President Truman
for his recognition of Isrsel, btut also be sure that such
letters respectfully call upon him to modify the embargo on
ame to Isrezel and to withhold financial aid from Britain
as long as that Covernment continues to supply, equip end
lead Arab armies,

As you know, the United Btates Govermnment has intervened in the case of the 41
United States citizens removed from the Americen ship, "Marine Carp" vhile en
route to Israel znd interned in a concentration cemp by the Lebanese Government.
At the moment the situation is this: the State Dspa:rhnt has disclosed that
the Lebanese Government is willing to release the 41 Americans on condition
that they return to this country. The United States Minister to Lebanon is
questioning the intemed Americans to determmine their reaction to the Lebancse
propositions

A very important issue is at stake here, invelving the freedom of intemational
commmications and American sovereignty. The United States Government must not
permit any foreign power to teke digcriminatory measures against American citizens
of Jewish faith travelling eboard American vessels. Nor can the seizure of the
citizens of other countries while travelling eboard imerican ships be countenanced
by our Covemment.

We urge you to make every effort to ensure that the full implications of the
Lebanese Government's action are clearly understood by the citizens of your
commmitys. You should be able to obtain generzl agreement that our Government
must obtain binding guarantees of nu further interference with Americen vesstels
salling between the United States and Israel.

If any of the interned "Marine Carp" passengers come from your city, we urge you
to write and wire to your Senators and Representatives snd ask them to intervene

with the State Department, and to insist that their rights as American citizens
are safeguarded — and as American citizens they certainly are entitled to travel

:::mn this country to the friendly State of Israel without molestation or inter-
ergnce,

HLS:MSR
Enc,



TEXT OF ISEMENT

MERICAL T B 'S WAR AGATNST ISRARL

On April 16, 8ir Alexander Cadogan, Oreat Britain's chief delegate to the
United Nations, made an official statement reaffirming previous undertakings of
the British Government to withdraw the Trens)Jorden Arab Legion from Palestine
before May 15, the date of the termination of the British Mandate. These official
undertakings of His Majesty's Government have been unabashedly and cynically
bl‘Oan. .

The Arzb Legion has not only remeined in Palestine, but has both before and
after May 15 engaged in open aggression against Jewish settlements in the area of
the Republic of Isrsel, as well as in the area of the Arab portion of partitioned
Palestine. With British officers at its head, tke Transjordan Arab Legion is at
this very moment bringing death, destruction and desecration to Jerusalem and its
holy places. In open defiance of the United Nations General Assemblyscease-fire
resolutzcn, which was designed to safeguard the Eoly Oity and to which the Aresbs
had consented, British-led Arsb Legicnnsires are obliterating some of mankind's
most sscred shrines in their murderous assault on civilization itself. The urgent
appeais of Christendom's lesders have fellen on deaf ears.

The responsibility for these attacks——for the loss of life and property in-
flicted by the Eritish-finenced, British-trained, British-supplied and British-
controlled Arab Legion--rests squarely on the Oovernment of Great Britain. The
use of a puppet's army may save the lives of British soldiers and may be exploited
as a technical subterfuge, but it does not diminish Britain's culpability.

Having sought to create the impression in American publie opinion that the
Arsb Legion is no longer under British command, and having failed in that attempt,
the Foreign Office in London has now announced that it will not halt its monetary
subsidy and supply of arms to Abdullah's Legion unless end until the United Nations
decides that the Arabs are acting illegally. This shocking statement coincided
with an official inspection of the Arab Legion's positions around Jerusslem by
Bripgedier Glubb, a British officer offieially assigned by the War Office to com-
mand the Trensjorden Legion. Furthermore, the British Foreign Office has an-
nounced that Great Britain will continue to supply arms, money and officers to
the armies of other Arab states 2s well. '

Great Britain has thus openly admitted its active participation in the war
against Israel, a state crested on the besis of a decision by the overwhelming
majority of the United Nations Ceneral Assembly, eand a state first recognized by
the United States of America.

These facts should be known by all, and the inescapable conclusions therefrom
acted upon. Oreat Britain today supports Arsb aggression from Trensjordan, Egypt
and Iraq with money which comes from the American Treasuryj with money supplied
by the taxpayers of America. »

If morel principles, human decency, Justice in international relations and
the expressed will of orgenized mankind heve no effect upon the Government of
Great Britain, the time hes come for the United States to deny to Britain the
funds to supply Arab aggressors. The United States Covernmment cannot be expected
to finance indirectly an organized onaslaught on a friendly state. Nor can peace-
loving American citizens--Jews and non-Jews——be expected to contribute to the
British-led Arab war to annihilate Isrsel,

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
842 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N, X,
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+ AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Cheimien of Locel Emergency Committees Date June 3, 1948

From Harry L. Shapiro

Tlease read the attached statement carefully. It exposes
Great Britein's latest scheme sgainst Israel and indicates
the actlon that is needed to hlock the new British maneuver,

The United Wetions Security Cowncil's cense-fire resolvtion
heg been accepted by Isrzel and the Arabs, During the truce
period, the British Govemment will launch a new political
offensive 2imed at the dismepbement of Israel. We must,
therefore, call upon our Government to oppose such British
efforts and to defend the political and territorial integrity
of Is

Please ensure that the infommation contsined in the attached
statement is conveyed fo all molders of public opinion in

your community — public officials, educators, clergymen,
editors, rafio commentators, etc.. We algo urge that this
material be used as the basis for letters to President Truman,
Secretary of State Marshall, your Senators and Representatives,
calling on the United States Government to take a fim stond
against attempts to alter the boundaries of Israel as defined
by the United Nations.

This statement will appear tomorrow, Jume 4th, as an advertise-
meiat in various New York end Washington newspapers. It would
be moat helpful if you were to duplicate this effort in your
own community and arrange to have your Committee reproduce
this text in the form of an advertisement in your local press.

Regards.

HLS:MSR
Enc.



OPERATICH "AVMPUTATIONY

Israel and the Arabs have ennounced their acceptance of the Uhited Fations
Security Comcil's cease-fire resoluiion. Whethery this will lead to lasting neczce
in Palestine depends upon the behavior of one power -~ Great Britein., Unfortmmate-
1y, it is already clear that the British Covernment plans to moke use of the truce
period to conduct a new political offensive ageinst Israel, aimed at the dismember-
ment of the Jewish state.

This is Great Britain's third assault on the Jevish state since Foverber 29,
1947, vhen the TUnited Nations decided to partition Palestine into separete Jewish
and Arab states with an oconomic union and with an international regime for Jeru-
salem.

Operation "Neutrality"

The first British offensive was launched immediately following the United
Nations decision, while Great Britein wes still the mandatory r end vhile tens
of thousends of British troops were in Palestine "to maintain law and order." The
British policr at that time was to encourage Ared attacks aphet the Jews and then
to maintain strict "neutrality” in the conflict -- a neutrality which did not aif-
ferentizteé between the attackers and the attacked, and which sought to deorive the
attacked of the means of defemding themselves. They thus hoped to place Jowieh
Pelestine at such a disadvantage in the th;ch with the Arabs that, =fter the
temination of the lMandate, the Jews would regaxd their situstion as honeless and
beg the British to stay on.

At the seme time the British conducted a systematic nrogram of sebotage, de-
signed to make 1t impossible for the Thited Nations to cerry cut the partition de-
cision. They refused to abide by the United Haﬁom' recomnendation that a seavort
and hinterland be evacuated by February 1 to pro'rlc. facilities for Jevich imnigra-
tion. They even refused to pemit the United Nations Palestine Commission to enter
Palestine in time to cerry out the tasks sssigned to it. The Commission summarized
Great Britain's attitude as follows: "The refusal of the mendetory powver to coop-
erate in implementing the Plen, its rejection of any progressive transfer of euthor-
ity, and the inability of the Commission to be in Palestine, oonatitute a serious
Jeopardy to the discharge of the Commigsion's responsibilities."

By thus seeking to discoursze the Uhited Tations and by oreating a general
feeling of defeatism, the Britich hoped@ thnt in the end the United Nations would
be compelled to urge them to remain in Palestine to meintain low and order.

The British Govemment's price for then maintaining the peace, which it was
alvays comitted to enforce, would have been the sbandonment of partitim and the
substitution of Foreign Secretary Bevin's pet scheme for the federslization of
Palestine, This is how lMr, Bevin hoped to vindicate his contention that the United
Nations' decision could never be carried out.

But the Jews would not be intimidated. They stood fast in Pzlestine and in

the council chambers of the United Nations -~ and Mr. Bevin's first assanlt on the
United Nations' decision was defezted.

Operation "Glubb"

The liandate was rapidly coming to en end, Political maneuvers in the United
Nations to reverse the decision of November 29 were unsuccessful. The Jews had
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already esisblished de facto zrvernmentel snthority over the territory assizned
to them by the Uhited Nations. The Arab attackera had been thoroughly beaten by
the Jewieh Armed forces. There wes no doubt in anyone's mind that the Jews had won.

Enbittered by the cemplete collapse of his plan, Mr. Bevin then removed the
mask of "neutrality" eand openly lounched a large-scale military offensive against
the newly-established state of Isrsel. Of course, the nominal leader of this war
of zggression is Britain's puppet king, Abdullsh; and Arab, rather than Britieh,
soldiers are beinz employed. But no one has been fooled. World opinim has under-
stood that the war in Palestine is a British-financed, British-supplied, British-
engineered invasion.

Nor wac public opinion misled by subsequent British statements that twventy=
one officers out of the more then hundred British offic d non-commi
officers servinz with the Trensjordan Arsb Lezion would be withdrawn —- to Trans-
jordan. ZEveryone realizes that British officers do not find it difficult to direct
military operations from Ammen,

It has been correctly pointed out that history alvays remerbers vhat happens
to Jerusalem. England may well reflect on the role which its Foreign Secretary
has assigned to it in Jerusalem's never-ending story. It will not be forgotten
that in the year 1948, in the month of May, Great Britein directed military opera-
tions against the Holy City which resulted in the destruction and desecration of
some of mankind's most sacred shrines.

The onslaughts of the Transjorden Arab Leglon end the other Arsb states,
supplied vith ams and funds By Great Britain, have not only failed to desiroy
Israel, but have not so much as deénted the boundaries of the Jewish state. Israel
has withstood the British-led invasion @nd hag not yielded an inch of its terri-
tory. This snells the defeet of Mr, Bevin's second major offensive.

Operation "Amputation"

Now Great Britain is launching the third attack against Israel. During the
coming weeks the British Government wlll seek to achieve by political menipulation
vhat its puppet Abdullah could not gain by force of ams. Great Britain will seek
to extort territory assigned to Israel by the United Nations and turn such areas
over to Abdullah -~ in other words, to $tself. If is no longer a secret that
Great Britain covets the Negev and hopos to annex this southem rortion of Palestine
to Transjordan. Nor have the British succeeded in disguising their intention of
installing Abdullah in a new capital, namely, Jerusalem -- notwithstanding the fact
that the Holy City was designated as an intemational area by the United Hations.

This is Mr. Bevin's new master plen. As before, he will make every effort to
enlist the support of our State Department in the pursuit of his objectives. Un-
fortunately, there have been moments when the British have succceded in such ef-
forts. It will be recalled that immediately prior to the November 29 decision of
the United Nations, it was our State Department which was induced to argue in favor
of precisely those territorial "adjustments" which the British government is today
seeking to effect. But Americen public opinion kept our State Department from
pursuing this unjust course at that time. )

It is, therefore, not too early in the day for Americans to call upon our
Government to oppose the new British scheme, America must defend the political
and territorial integrity of tha’aapu.’olic of Israel which it has recognized.

If our Government acts justly and consistently - and there is every reason to
hope that it will - CGreat Britain's third, and perhaps finsl ascault vill be de-

feated, " : -



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

y ¢ D‘qc
. Chai mea of Local Bmergency Committees wme 1, 1948

From

Today the Provisional Government of Israzel issued three
importent documents:

1. The text of Foreign Minister Shertok's
reply to the Samﬁ.ty Council's resolution
vith reference to a cease-fire,

2, A summary of the military position in
Palestine by a military spokesman of the
Israeli Govemnnent,

3+ A statement on the manifesto issued by the
so=called Christien Union in Jerusalem.

We are sending you coples of thece three statements smd urge
you to use them in keeping your community informed about the
most recent political and military develomments regerding
Palestine,

Mﬁlc

HLS:MSR
Enc .



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To  Chaimea of Local Energency Committees Daie e '3, 1060

Harry L. Shapiro

Today the Provisional Government of Israel issued three
importent documents:

1. The text of Foreign Minister Shertok's
reply to the Security Council's resolution
with reference to a cesse-fire,

2, A smmary of tie military position in
Palestine by a military spokesman of the
Israell Govermients

3. A statement on the manifesto issued by the
so=called Christian Union in Jerusalem,

We are sending you copies of thece three statements and urge

you to use them in keeping your conmumity informed ebout the

;olt recent political and military developments regording
alestine,

Regards,

HLSIMSR
Enc,



Y PROVISICOFAL GOVERMMENT OF ISRAEL

Office of the
Acting Representative Wew York, N. T,
To the United Nations

June 1, 1948

Hon, Trygve Lie

Secretery Genersl of the United Nations
United Nations

Lake Success, New York

Bire

On Szsturday, May 29, I trancmitted $o the Provisional Govemment of Israel the
text of the resolution ‘adopted by the Security Council with reference to a
cease~-fire in Palestine for a period of four weeks, I now have the honor to
convey the following reply from Mr, M. Shertok, Foreign Minister in the
Provisional Government of Israel:

"The Provisional Govermment of Israel hes given full consideration
to the resolution of the Security Council adppted on May 29, 1948
calling upon all governments and awthorities to order the cessation
of all acts of amed force for a period of four weeks,

"The Provisimnal Government of Israel has decided to respond to this
call and to instruct the High Command of the Defence Army of Israel
to issue a cease~fire order to Israell forces on all fronts to be
observed as from Wednesday, Jume 2, 3:00 A Israeli time (correse
ponding to 7:00 PM New York Deylight time) if the other side acts
likewises The Provisional Government of Israel will also comply
vith a1l the injunctions and obligations imposed by the resolution,

provided that a similar undertaking 1s entered into by the other
governments end suthorities concerned.

"The readiness of the Provisional Government of Israel to coopercte
in the execution of the ceaseefire as laid dowm in the Security
Council's resolution is based on the folloving assumptions which,
in the opinion of the Provisional Govemment, are clearly implied
in the terms of the resolution:

"l. Thet the ban on the import of amms into the territory of the
Arab states enumerated in the resolution should apply also to the
deliveries of arme from stocks owned or controlled by foreign
povers within those territories,

"2¢ That during the cease-fire, the armed forces of neither side
will seek to advance beyond the areas controlled bty them at the
announcement of the cease-fire and that each side will be entitled
to maintain the positions in its military occupation at that times
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"3, That freedom of =2ccess to Jerusalem will be ensured for the
sapnly of food and other essentisls, as well as for nomel

civilian ontry and exit.

"4, That any attempt by the varties concemed to stop or impede
the nomal transport of goods assigned to Isrsel and other stctes
concemed will be regarded as an act of amed force.

FS. That while the Provisicnal Covernnent of Isrsel is ready to
comply with the injunction that persons of military age admitted
during the cease-fire period ghould not be mobilized or sutmitted
to military training, its freedom to admit immigrants, regardless
cf age, will not be impaired.!

Althouzh all these consequences seem to flow naturally from the text and
spirit of the cease-fire resolution which the Provisional Government of

Isreel sccepts without reservation, it seems important for the avoidence
of misunderstonding that they should be placed on the record at this
stoge. b

In addition to this letter, I have been instmcted to seel an early
occasion, at the discretion of the Security Council, for explsining the
views of the Provisional Govemment of Israel im an oral sulmission,
Hay I request that the contemis of this letier be made aveilable to
members of the Security Couneil.

I have the honor to be,
Bir,

Your obedient servent,

Aubrey S. Eban
Acting Roprosentative
Provisionel Governrent of Israel
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16 East 66th Street
New York 21, N.Y,
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 1, 1948

A military spokesman of the Israeli delegation today issued the following
summary?!

Communiques issued in Cslo and Amman contimue to give a distorted
impression of the military position in Palestine.

The facts after two weeks of attempted invasion by five- Arab armies are
as follows?

The territory of the State of Israel is entirely free of invaders, and
Israeli forces in operations of active defense have seized military control of
more than 400 square miles of territory outside the State of Isrsel. Israeli
forces are in control of the whole of Galilee. Syrian and Lebanese invaders
have been evicted entirely from Palestinian soil, and Isrsell forces have been
operating tactically on Syrian and Lebanese soil,

The coastal plain from the Lebanese border down to Isdud (the Arab border
city under the partition plam) is under full Israeli control. All the seaports
of Palestine (with the exception of Arsb Gaga) — Acre, Haifa, Tel Aviv and Jaffa
are in Jewish hands. Iaraeli forces have advenced within the last fey days into
the Arab triangle in the direction of Jenin, capturing Lajjun and Zirin.

In the south Egyptian attacks on Jewish villages have all been successfully
repelled. Advanced bases of the Egyptian forces in Majdal have been successfully
attacked. Egyptian forces are operating exclusively on Arab territory.

A1l territory essigned to Isresel in the Jordan Valley has been cleared
of the invader, and Beisan is the seat of a Jewish military command. ;

The heights overlooking the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem road, which is outside
Isreel's territory, are all in Israell hands, with the exception of the Latrun
monastery around which the battle is now raging.

Dispatches placing Areb forces a few miles from Tel Aviv are entirely

misleading since the boundaries of Israel are at meny points only a few miles
east of Tel Aviv,
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FOR IMMFDIATE REILEASE June 1, 1948

A spokesman for the Isrsell CGovernment today issued the following
statement?

The so-celled Christian Union in Jeruszlem, wvhich has issued a manifesto
regarding damage to religious buildings in the Holy City, is not & neutral body.
It is a group of Arasb clergymen or clergymen with predominently Arsb congrega-
tions, which has completely identified itself with the politfecal aims of the
brab Higher Committee. None of the h'dbalhnt churches is associated with
this group, nor is“the Roman Catholic Church as such.

Over two months ago, on March 24, the Syrisn delegete in the Security
Council read out & political statement by this group which geve complete support
to the Areb case. It demanded the revocztion of the Oemerzl Assembly's pasrtition
sesolution and declared the sclidarity of this group with tieir ™oslem brethren."

Since then this body hes eontimued to be sctive in the field of Arad
political propagenda.

Meny of the benevolent institutions to which the manifesto refers served
as British army quarters prior to the termination of the Mandate and were occupied
by the Jewish forces upon their evacuation to prevent the Arsb military forces
from taking them. Others were originally occupied by Arab forces, used as mili-
tary bases and teken by the Jews as a matter of absolute militery necessity.

The new menifesto is a distortion intended to divert attention from the
primery fact that it was a foreign Arab army - the British-led end armed Trans-
Jordan Arab Legion, which bombed and shelled Jerusalem - not the Jewish defenders
of that city., The fact is that Jewish religious institutions suffered the msjor
brunt of the damage and all the synegogues in the 0ld City were destroyed.
Jewish synagogues are also Holy Places.

It is regrettable that such sttempts to stir up hostility against the

Jewish csuse should be made by a partisan political group sheltering behind the
cloak of religious sentiment.
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Cheirmen of Locel FHmergency Committees Date Mgy 17, 1948

Harry L, Shapiro

The 14th of May will be remembered as one of the great dates of history. On
that day the State of Israel came into beingz once again; and the President of
the United States amnnounced that our great country has extended recognition
to the nev Jewish State.

This is indeed a moment of fulfilment., Last nizht & tremendous outpouring of
humenity in end around Hadison Square Garden, Hew York City, gave expression

to the great joy of the Jevish people on ﬁﬁu historic occasion, and also made
it unmistakably clear that the Jews of America will not let up in their efforts
until Israel is wietorious,

The keynote of last night's tremendous demonstration was struck by Drs Abbda
Hillel Silver, who declared that President Truman's great act of statesmanship
in recognizing Isrsel must be trenslated into effective, practical steps by

our Government -~ acts which will ald the Jewish State in its strugzle azainst
the Areb aggressors. All of the great personelities who spoke in Madison Sguare
Garden last night joined Dr, Silver in calling for an immediate end to the un-
feir end discriminatory embargo on ams to the Jewish State and demanded that
the valiant defenders of Israel receive both the moral and material aid they
need in their fight for independence.

This Just demend must now be projected by 211 American Zionists in the most
effective way possible. All of us, working together, have achieved muche
But the work is not over ~- not until Israel has defeated and expelled the
invaders.

For the present, please ensure that the following is done:

1. Urge that 2ll letters of congratulations and gratitude
which are being sent to the President for his magnifie-
cent act in recognizing Israel respectfully call wupon
him to modify the ams embargo immediately, so that
the amy of Isrzel may be encbled to defend the new
State properly.

2+ Express your theanks to your Senators, Representatives
and other public officials who have aided the struggle.
Such letters should point out that our country's recogni-
tion of Israel must be followed by the modification of
the arms embargo. Also ask our friends in Congress to
remain on guard against any new attempts to reverse
American policy on Palestine.
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Throughout these past critical years the Congress of the United States has
stood by our side, Ve may have occasion to call upon the Legislutive Branch
of our Government for additioneal help, It is, therefore, of the utmost
importance that you remain in close personel contect with your Senstors and
Representatives, acknowledge their efforts in our behelf and sutmit suzges=
tionse

We are confident that Israel will win through to victory. But we must
strengthen the hands of the brave citizens of the Jewish State, so that
great sacrifices of precious lives will not be necessary. We believe that
the Zionists of America, who have done so much to bring about this glorious
moment in Jewish history, will remain at their posts until the war is wone

HLS: EB
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MEMORANDUM

kadxeeii of Tocal Bisrguicy Coamtétpal ¢ O Moy 5,94

From gerry L, Shopiro

Enclosed for your infomation is a copy of the steterent made by
¥r, Moshe Shertok Yefore Committee I of the Gemeral Assambly on
- April 27, 1348.

Also enclosed is

.lﬂt to their posts
the hope that yo
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National Headquarters

Jewish War Veterans

of the United States of America

50 Wiest 77th Street

New York 24, New York April 19th, 1948

HEADQUARTERS RELEASE NO. 56
IMPORTART

Palestine and Partition are in the hearts and on the minds of every Jewish War
Veteran, The extreme gravity of the pgggﬁh‘é@iﬁ_ﬁia must be brought home to members
of the Congress and the -S_émtq'-ilf'#hskﬁ&. L;-iiﬂi%tt and forceful tormse

The Policy Committee has tpproypﬁ i’pfqg;‘;m.'mch. if' suceessful, may bring
our Government to revert to its o,rigiwl :lﬂﬂﬂﬁil b_!l‘ Palestine,

Simply stated, the program calls upon every Jew in mmerica to ask each of his
non=Jewish friends to "Write tMm for Falestine" to his respectivs Congressman
and Serator. If Jews in every seetion of our comptry undertake this obligation
irmediately, Congress and the State Dopartment should be flooded with individual
letters from non-Jews, bringing home the wital fact that the partition of Palestine
is rot primarily & Jewish problem--that it is funfamentally’s problem of basiec
justice and honor that concerns all Americams, regardless of religisus belief, If
esch letter is different; if it/ is.in the individual handwriting of a Congressman's.:
nron-Jewish constituent, the impact of the'tetal effort--which should produce &
flow of no less than 1,000,000 letters to Washingtoneecannot go unnoticed by even
the most ipdiffersnt of public servantss

Your ¥ationel Commander has aprointed rfomrade Burton Cooper of the Lte Robert
Rernstein Post, Brooklyn, National Cheirman of the ™irite a Line For Palestine"
program, 1 now take this opportunity to appeint to the Committee for this projeet
each Post Commanders

Program suggestions for putting this plan into effect on & scale designed to
inspire the writing of letters by the million will reach you shortlys Meamwhile,

the following preparatory steps should be initiated at once:
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1. Post Commanders, &s members of the Netional Committee of the "Write a
Line for Palestine" progrem, should ecell an emergency muster for the purpose of
informing all comrades of the basic facts of the projecte These involve the widest
possible contacts by 2ll comrades with non~Jdewish acquaintances--veteran and hon=
veteran alike-- to request that they write dndividually to their Congressmen and
Senators urging a return by cur Govermment to its original position on partition,

2, Post Commanders should eppoint immediately a special sub-committee to
administer Post participation in the programe The neme and address of the chairman
of the sub-comittee should be forwarded prmgtly to Comrade Cooper at National
Headquarters so thet maximum sevings in time m&y be effected on all communications
with respect to this programs

3, The subwcommittee should take immediate steps to obtain the cocperation
of all other Jewish arganizations in your community so that the program may be
given added impetus emong non-veterans.in your communitys

4, The subecommitiee should compilzs a list of all ¢omrades who hold member-
ship in the Legion, VFW and other general membership groups and insure that these
conrades oresent the prograr to their fellow-veterans of non-Jewish faith with the
.least possible delaye

SFEFD IN GETTING THIS IR OGRAM UNDR WAY IS THE FIRST ESSENTIAL. That is why
this release is being held to a minimume That is why all JWV units ere being

urged to make this program the subject of an immediate emergency musters

JULIUS KLEIN
NATIONAL COMMANTER
DIST:
TIT Posts
All Counties
Departments

NEC members



A STATEMENT OF MOSHE SHERTOK,
: HEAD OF THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE JEWISH AGENCY
BEFORE COMMITTEE I OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
April 27, 1948

The present seesion was convened for the purpose of giving further consid-
eration to the guestion of the future government of Palestine. This euphemistic
phrase "further consideration" clearly portended a revision of the solution pre-
viously adopted. Thoush it waes not sought formally to abrogate the Assembly's
Resolution of November 29, 1947, the proposed trusteeship arrangement was tanta-
mount to its complete reversal. The Resclution had stemmed from the recognition
of two basic facte: first, that Palestine is ripe for independence; second, that
within it exist two nations. Accordinsly the Assembly decreed the creation in
Palestine of two independent States linked in an Economic Union. Trusteeship
does violence to both these basic realities. Palestine ig forced back into sub-
Jection, to outside tutelage and the duality of its population is ignored.

From the standpoint of the Jews the proposal is totally unreal. ¥For not
only are the Jews expected to forego the independence and statehood accorded them
by the Resolution., They are invited to accept a status which is no status at all;
whatever the constitutional formulae, without any of the shields forged for the
Jews by the Mandate, the Arab majority is bound to assert itself at their expense.
None of the fundamental provisions of that document, which were deeigned to pro-
mote and safeguard the development of the Jewish National Home, is reproduced in
the United States draft trusteeship agreement. The recognition, with all its
corollaries, of the connection of the Jewish people throughout the world with

Palestine is swept away.
Above gll, the right of Jews, as Jews, t0 immigrate and settle in Palestine

is no longer to be valid. The wording of the United States proposal on immigration
alone would be enough to condemn the entire project in the eyes of the Jewish peo-
ple. Presumably in an attempt to overcome these insuperable obtacles to Jewish
acceptance of trusteeship, the honorable representative of the United States has
painted a glowing picture of an era of economic prosperity and progress to be ush-
ered in for Palestine by that regime- big irrigation works, attraction of capital,
acricul tural and industrial development, and what not. May I recall that Ambas-
sador Austin has visited my country. He has had the opportunity of ascertaining
at firet hand that the progress of Palestine in our time has been primarily due to
continued large scale Jewish immigration and to constructive Jewish initiative and
capital investment which drew its strength and irspiration from but one source,

the hope of rebuilding a free Jewich commonwealths To deny to the Jewish people
the fulfillment of that hope ie %o destroy their initiative and arrest the progress
of Palestine, Trusteeship and economic progress in the context of Palestine are a
contradiction in terms. A tree bears no fruit after its roots have been severed.

The Resolution of the Assembly, by establishing a Jewish State, albeit in a
part of Palestine, provided for the fulfillment of the fundamental concept of the
Palestine Mandate; it sought to realize in 1947, against the background of existing
circumstances, ,what was originally conceived in 1917. It was true to the creative
trend of modern Jewish history which has its roots in Jewish national independence
in the ancient past and in age-long Jewish martyrdom.. The United States trusteeship
proposal disregards the past, flies in the face of present day realities and darkly
beclouds the future,

The Jews of Palestine and the Zionist movement have rejected the trusteeship
idea. The executive of the Jewish Agency and Jewish National Council in Palestine
ahve declared their uncompromising opposition to any proposal which would prevent
or delay the establishment of the Jewish State. In fact, it may be asked whether
an attempt to revise or to set aside the Assembly's Resolution is not at variance
with international law. Much has been said by opponents of the Resolution of its
allegedly non-binding character in view of the fact that technically it is no more
than a "recommendation."” It is of courre a truism that resolutions of the Assembly
in matterx which concern the national sovereignty of the members of the United Na-
tions are mere recommendations which with all their moral and political weight have
no binding character. But the Resolution on Palestine is different in essence.

The problem here is not one of a conflict between two sovereign states in regard

to which the Assembly can do no more than "recommend" a settlement. At stake in
the case of Palestine is the future of a territory which is subject to an interna-
tional trust, and which therefore constitutes a direct responeibility of the United
Natione. It is not within the juriediction of any member of the the United Nationms,
but =olely within that of the United Nations as a whole to determine the future of
that territory, and that decision has a binding force. Moreover, we believe }t to

- h -
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be arguable that the decision of November 29, 1947 cannot legitimately be revoked &
or altered. That decision conferyed statehcod upon the Jews of Palestine as it

d1d upon the bulk of the Palestine Arabs. Zach group acouired rights under the
Resolution which it cannot now be forced to renounce, It is significant that the
Hesolxtion throuzhout refers to the two stetes In terms which imply that they sl-

ready exist. How to go back on the Resolution and to re-impose on Palestine some

form of international tutelsge is to legislate ount of existence an establishad

fact.

But vhatever the legal aspect of the situation, there can be no doubt as %o
its political reslities. During the eight months, April to November, when the Bal-
estine problem formed the subject of continuous znd sctive examination by the Gen-
eral Lssembly and ites organe, the political status of Palestine was in suapense;
but this Bes by no means been the fact since the end of November. The passage of the
Reaolution hae released a process of change which has srown apace from week 0 week,
and even from day to day, with the progressive liguidation of the Mandatory rezime.
While the precent special Ascembly deliderates, the position of Palestine does not
remaln statlic. Systemmtically or otherviese, the plan of partition is being imple-
mented. It is not merely a cuesiion of settinz up a central authority to adminis-
ter the eree nf the Jewlen State uncn the termination of the Mandate on May 15,
Such authority ie already in operation, Fillins the vacwum, territorizl and fune-
tionzl, which ie produced Dy the ghrinkins of she Mondatory administrstion. The
Jeve, ir building up their government, ére not merely striving to uphold and ex-
ercise their rights under fthe Fesoluffonj their present course of action is imper-
atively dictated by 4he necessities uf civiliud 1ife,and of life iteelf,

It is no 10@1‘1 cuestion of whether :nd when and with whose nelp will the
militia of the Jewish State Be sat mp. The Jewish militiz ia already in existence
and in action, ftsﬁiing ita bastles day in and day cuts To izpose & trusieesaip
is no longer a matter of m‘.’bsﬁtn!:iag one ﬂﬂo’ﬁﬁm for another. It will have
to contend with m compelling forces which produced partition and wihich have i
tarn been vastly acceleratet by the ascceptarice dwﬁﬂ."m by the Assembly,

Thet the vrocese of the establishment of the Jewish State had been made un-
necessarily and traglcally difficult neede no.elaborssion. When distinguished
delegates speak of peaceful mpwunnaﬂon ag& of & hope wnfulfilled, they seem fo
forget that the Ascembly's Resolutién was sdopted in the teeth of pereistent
threats to defy it by force, thst ths Gusetion of an International force to zive
effect to the Resolution had beem dircussed at considerable length on various oe-
casione, and that no such ftmce was orovided, notl hecmme it was unnecessary, but
beczuse it was found impracticable, Duping tne'lzet regular session of the Assem-
by, the Jewish igency had pointed out thet if trouble im Palactine were localized,
the Jews would be able ™ty cope with it Blicne, Ptut if the jcouniry were invaded dy
forces fron the neighboring states, an internasional force would be called for,
primarily because such an infasion would ‘Be on opad revolt usaingt the authority
of the United ¥ations which it would be the tufy of the United Mations to put émem.
We refer to the deterrent effect which the mere exietence of an international force
would exercise becsuse there is no cn,v;t"‘n;ﬁ ction betwec: peaceful implementation
and availatility of force. On the contrary, it is sn axiom of infernational poli-
tice that readiness to use force i= sn indispensable condition of the malntenance
of peace. A4t the same time the Jewish Asency declured thet should formation of an
international force prove, for any reason, impracticable, the Jews would be ready
under any contingenc;, to carry the burden of defending themselves and their Szate
alone, but in that event they wamd reguire and deserve assistance in arms.

OQur fear that armed forces from neizhtoring countries might invade P&l“tiﬂ@
has materislized. The invasion is officially ané publicly organized and financed
by She governments of the Arabs States, members of the Arab leasue and of the lni-
ted Fations, in deliberate ohetruction of the Assembly's plan. Documenss which we
have submitted to the Security Council contair conclusive evidence of our conten-
tion. ™The incursions of military formations from the neighboring countries into
Palestine have proceeied in broad daylight under the very eyes of British military
and civil asuthorities. The British navy has continued to blockade Palestine's cea-
voard azainst the arrival of visaless Jewish immigrants, but the land frontiers,
north, east and south, were left open to the aggressor. Inside Palestine the
British forces proved either unable or unwilling to put down Arad violence and ito
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protect Jewish settlemente from attack. Sometimes they were of help; more often

they turned sgainst Jewlsh defenders; in most cases they stayed aioof. The United
Eingdom Government continued to supply arme to Arzb States under the existing treat-
iec in dieregard of the active part played by these governments in the invasion of
Palestine. On the other hand, no armed assistance was provided to the Jews and they
were lefi %c fand for thenmselves. The mppeale of the Jewish Lgency for the relaxa-
tion of the United States embarge in favor of those defending themselves :né the As-
sentbly's Hesolution were fruitless. S0 was our appeal to the Security Council for

an internationa arms policy in defense of an international decision, The Security
Council even found itself unsble to declare the invasion of Palestine a threat to
the peace within the terms of the Charter and of the Resolution on Palestine,

Encouraged ty the Council's inection and by the absence cf any military as-
sistance to the Jews vy the United Nations, the Arab Bovernmente and the Pales-
tipe Arab Higher Committee intensified their campaiszn of viclence. The bluster-
ing commanders of the so-called Arab Liveration Army promised their followers
the loot of Tel Aviv, the razinz of 21l Jewich eettlemepts t0 the ground and the
hurling into the sea of the Jewe who eurvived.. Jewish Jerusalem found itself be~
sieged. The 0ld City within the walle, with all ite shrines, was zllowed by the
Administration to fall into the hands of fanatical Arsd zuemillas. Its small
" Jewich comrunity owed its survival only to the gallantry of its own defenders.
The 100,000 Jewes of Jerusalem were cut off from food and other supplies, and their
communications with the outeide world were disrupted by Arab bands oprrating oute
eide the city. Jerusalem was shelled for the first time in ite history.

In all these circumstances, the entire Jewish people of Palestine rallied to
the supreme task of self-defense - defensa of its life and property, of its rights
and future. The defense orsanization of the Jewish cnmmuni&y.- Haganah, cane
cut into the open. It enrolled nmew members, improved its organization, increased

ite eguipment s begt it could. It had to be on the alert night and day in more
than 300 Jewish villages and towns, never knowing where =znd when the enemy would
choose to muster an overwhelmins superiority of forces for a decisive blow. As

a result, larze proportions of menpower and ecuipment were immobilized in purely
static defense. Irnevitably the Hapgsznah was compelled to essume the counter-
oftensive to tie up the enemy's resources, fo forestall attacks and tc strike at
menacinz corcentratione of foreizn trocps. Above all, there was the imperative
need to relieve iscoclated Jeviah settlemente and to ssve Terussclem. To this day,
every Arab abtiack nzainst Jewisk settlements has beer repelled and not a single
Jewish villaze or defense post has been evacuated anywhere ir the country.

As time wert on, the Hazanah in succescful counter-thrusts scattered the at-
tacking forces and drove the enery back to ite tases. It cccupied Arab strong-
holds, includinz villazes and hilltops, commanding tre mein rosd vo Jerusalem,
which was thus reonened to food convoys. Thie daring enterprice wss undertaken

by the Haganah after every hope had to be ziven up of irducinz the Eritish author-
ities to protect the access to Jerugsalem, and as the only means of saving the

Jews of Jerusalem from starvation. But the position inside Jerusalem remained
criticael. The most revolting chapter of $he present Palectinian situation is

the fate of the zreat Hadassah hospital on Mount Scopus, adjoininz the Hebrew
University. The Arab cormand had converted an Arab quarter lying athwart the
route from the hospital to the city into an armed stronghcld from which all Jewish
convoys, whether medical or otherwise, were attacked. On April 13th, after an
assurance of safe conduct by the British authorities, a convoy carrying medical
and university staff was blown up by land mines and attacked with machine-gun
fire: 74 Jews, moetly doctors, nurses, university professors and students, were
butchered, some of them burned to death. Though the massacre went on for hours,

8 British army unit stationed nearby took no action, while a Jewish defense unit
was held up on the way to the scene. After the disaster, the hospital found itself
completely cut off., British military authorities proceeded to negotizte -~ yes, to
negotiate - with the bande entrenched in the Arab guarter to let food and hospital
equipment through. The Arabs refused, insisting on the total evacuation of the hos-
pital, and the British took no action. Again the Haganah had no choice but to act
on its own, and on Saturday night, April 24th, after a fierce bettle, the Arab bands
were ejected and the Haganah forces occupied the Sheikh Jarrah Quarter. Promptly,
British troops intervened and proceeded to shell the Haganah posts. The present
situation in that quarter is obscure and the fase of the hospital hangs in the

balance.
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When British troope evacuated Haifa, the Hasanah forces moved in to provent
the main part of the eity, placed by the Resolution in the Jewish State, from fall-
ing into the hands of foreign Arab bands which had alrsady infiltrated into it and
attacked the Jews. By and largs, we have broken the firat weve of Arab aggression,
It depends largely on international reaction whether the second wave will bezin.

¥hen I hear Arab spokesmen bemoaning the fate of FPalestirzian Arabs as inno-
cent victims of wanton and brutal attacks allegedily perpetrated by the Jews, I am
reminded of the old Arab proverb: "larabani wa-baka, sabaqani wa-shtaka,® which
means, "He beat me and wept, ran ahead of me and complained.® The Arabs are suffer-
ing from the boomerang effects of their own mischief, end their distress is self-
inflicted. Were it not for the cnslaught against the Jews initiated by the Arad
Higher Committee and magnified to its present proportions by the arab States,
Palestine would today have been a peaceful country, FPlagued by defeat, Arab re-
presentatives have sought refuge in wildly exaggerated allegations against the
Jaws, . Byvical was the report of the Syrian delegate about the events in Haifa,
Asccording to the formal statement presented to the Security Council by Sir
Alexander Cadogan, the engsgement in Haifa was started by the Arabs who attacked
Jews for several days before the Jews took the action which brought the town
under thofr contrel. The number of Arabs killed in the operation, according to
official British sources, was about 100, and there was notaing to justify the
tern of masancre. [ would add that a nigh ranking British officer in Haifa, in
describing the events t = well-kncen forelign prese representative, commended
the smocthness with which the Hagsash carried throz.;h the operation and the high
regard itz fighters had shown for human Hrp

The Arab spolkesmen before this Commidtse heve aleo distorted the facts
about irab civilian evacustion. It is by no unng }ﬁn,;oxm of the Jews to
drive Palestinian arabse out ©f their toyns and villages, On the contrary it
is both ocur desire and our !amﬂ’l to M cllqlu perfectly securs
within the Jewish lilhteo qunu'bﬁon ﬂwm ‘m 2t there hed been a
large-scale Arsb m&u from Haifa, running iz tpge AWa. The reason
was that these  had no. hqa.:'tfnt ﬁa  § "_‘Q M d‘,ﬁi nﬁt want to be in-
volyed in trouble, m subsequent mass evacuation
ers in a mil.ttarz demonstration - ﬁtn one syn on the .&ré‘b ‘world and the other
on this Assembly. In Tiderias thﬂ.'e nad ‘been m truce between local Jews and
iocal Arabs which lasted several weeks. It was brokea by armed men who came in
from outside and when the Jews comtor—atmked, gz2in 1t was the irsd command
whkich called upon the people to leave.

In Jeffa, which is outsm the J‘w‘ sh Stm, truce nezotiations initiated
by the local Arabs were in progress 4}10*:10;&\:: ‘8go when Ahe town czme under the
compand of =n Iragi officer vho promp‘t - ordered thelir discontinusnce., Waen
warned by the Arab mayor, he replied: dows mind stHe dutmcttom of Jaffa if
we secure the destruction of Jel uiv. : ab attacks from Jaffa against Tel
Aviv were resumed, as were the Jewisn counter-attacks, and here %00 Arabs pro-
ceeded to flee. -'

We have made it clear in the Security Council that we would most sincerely
welcome 8 truce provided it was not 2 mere sham, to be used as & mask for the
preparation of further and more viocient azsreasion. The conditions for a real
truce must include an effective prevention of further armed incursioms from out-
side and the removal of foreign bands alresdy in Palestine, Nor mmst our rights
under the Regclution be prejudiced, But even tefore the truce resolution was
adopted by the Security Council, we offered to cease fire as soon as the other
eide did. Yet irab attacks have not stopped, and judging by what we hear of
confersncesz and preparations in the neighboring Arab capitals, we must be ready
for graver ordeals. Arab heads of governments and military chiefs are assess-
ing the results of the first wave of invesion, which was a fiasco, and are pre-
paring for a new phase of their military sdventure. Fcrces composed of guerrilla
volunteers vith 2 mere sprinkling of regular officers have failed, they are now
considering the dispatch of regular armies across the frontiers. For a long time
past, there has been a plan for the invasion of Palestine by the armies of Saudl
Arcbia and Fgypt from the south, Irag and Transjordan from the east, and Syria and
Lebanon from the north, possibly with a view to eventual partition of the terri-
torial spoils between Palestine's neighbors. Iraq is now in the throes of an acute
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" economic and financial crisis and is reported to be urgently appealing for outside
help, yet notwithstanding internal difficulties, she is reported to be ready to
dispatch for direct and overt intervention in Palestine.

But the spearhead of this new campaign of aggression is to be, according to re-
ports, the Arab Legion, the army of Transjordan, Unitsaf this Legion have for a
long time past been stationed in Palestine as part of the British garrison. Their
presence has been a constant menace. Of late they have taken an increasing part in
Arad agzression in Palestine. The other day we were assured by the representative
of the United Kingdom in the Security Council that the Legion would be removed from
Palestine before May 15th. Yet only yesterday we read that the main airport of Pal-
estine at Lydda which belongs to the Jewish State was, upon the withdrawal of Brit-
ish personnel, occupied by the Arab Legion. So were the British barracks in Jeru-
salem. At the same time the King of Transjordan is repcrted to have stated official-
ly that his troops would soon march into Palestine, bent on conquest. He is now be-
ing credited with the intention of himself marching intoc Jerusalem, at the head of a
composite column of troops of the Arab League, tc be crowned as King of Palestine.

It is obvious that the Legion can move into Palestine, whether before or afiter
the 15th of May, with the same ease and facility with which the invading Arab forces
have hitherto moved in. The Trarsjordan Government jointly with the Government of
the United Kingdom would then be responsible for a most critical situation. Though
the Transjordan Government is seeking admission to the United Nations, it apparent-
ly feels free to violate the Charter with impunity. Certainly the United Nationms
is not powerless to halt this flagrant move to open warfare. The respansibility
of the Government of the United Kingdom is equally unmistakable:. The Anglo-Trans-
jordanian Treaty which has just been renewed provides for full military alliance
between the two countries and the establishment of a Joint Defense Foard. Under
the treaty, the Government of Transjordan receives an annual subsidy of $8, 000,000
from the United Kingdom for the maintenance of the Legion. The commander and other
senior officers of the Legion are appointed by the British Government, and the Gow-
ernment of 'J.'rannjordan may not undertake offensive oparatlﬁns outside its own ter—
ritory without consulting ite ally. We understand that British evacuation plans im-
clude the supply of all operatim requirements for the next eight months. If Trane-
jordan brings war to Palestine, the British Government will be responsible, and if
the whole issue is not placed on the agenda of this Committee and of the Security
Council, then it cannot be said that the United Nations ie dealing with the realities
of the Palestine crisis.

I ought to make it clear, Mr. Chairmen, that while we believe that this threat-
ened invasion of Palestine by the regular armies of the Aradb States around us calls
for very firm action by the United Nations, we ourselves are making every possible
preparation to meet the next phase of the onslaught with our owm forces. We certain-
ly do not regard the Arab Legion as invincible and we are prepared to join issue with
it. Our stréngth may ba limited but there is nothing that a poeple conscicus of ifs
past and cherishing it's future will not @o in defense of its lifead liberty, if
forced to. We know we shall be helped by Jews throughout the world, wherever they
may be. We are as appreciative as any other people of the boon of peace, But like
any other freedom-loving nation, we do not set peace above everything elge in life.
Peace is 2 means to higher ends, not an 'end in itself. Moreover, the terms of the
Arab Higher Committee or the Arab Leasue, would place us on the precipice of nation-
al as well as of physical extinction. That would certainly not mean peace.

This debate is already twelve monthe old, yet it keeps reverting to the roots
of the problem and to its most fundamental aspects. Notably, the distingunished .
delegate of the Lebanon has made a renewed intellectual effort to probe the problem
to its very foundations. I appreciate the honesty of his purpose, but I deplore
the mental or psychological obstacle which he has not managed to overcome. That |
obstacle ies the refusal, conscious or otherwise, to concede to the Jews what is re-
garded as the natural and elemental birthright of any other people under the sun,
namely, its right to a country which it can call ite own, its right to a complete
mastery over the conditions of its life, its right to accommodate within that coun=
try as many of its sone and daughters as it can, its rizht to a seat in the family
of nations and its right to make its own distinctive contribution in all fields of
endeavor to the common stock of mankind. The delegate of the Lebanon is prepared
to concede us many things: full civil and political rights, complete freedom of
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religious worship, full opnortunity to develop our Hebrew language and culture, and . T
so on. He denies us only one thing: equality - not individual equality, which he
grants - but collective equality - eguality of stntus for the Jewish people with all
other nations. So long 2s you do not realize that the Jewish people as a people is
homeless and that homes for individoals, hapoy and prosperous as they may be - if they
are - are no substitute for a home for the people, you do not begin to touch the core
of the Jewish problem and it is idle for you to attempdt a2 solution.

Dr. Malik seems to forget - or maybe he does not - that all the blessings he would
bestow on us in the Palestinian state of his conception are fully enjoyed today by
Jews as individuals in every democratic and vrozressive country. Nevertheless, the
yearning for Zion persists, for here the soul of the people seeks its redemption,
and only here can the body of the people as a national entity achieve its rensissance.
Dr. Malik assures us that in the Palestine State, in which the Jews would give mn
their claim to a separate collective identity, they wonld be able to hold the high-
est offices, including appearance as delegates of that State to the United Nations.
Does he really imegine that such a prospect is so startlingly novel in Jewish history?
There was a time when the Foreign Minister of the Second German Reich was a Jew and
he appeared in that capacity in the highest international councils. It is not so long
ago that the Prime Minister of France was a Jew who, by virtue of his position in
French life, may at any time be called to fill that office again. In =zodern times,
there have always been Jews in the governments of Great Britain In the United States,
Jews have held and are holding state positions of the highest dignity. All these hon-
ors and distinctions, of which those directly concerned and other Jews were rightly
vroud, did not advance the Jewish people one step towards the solution of its prob-
lem as a people. Only a territory of its owm, in whose history the people has deep
roots and over whose fature it has the unchallenged mastery - in brief, statehood in
its own country - can solve the problem.

This is the historical aspect. But what of the practical problem as it affects
today the 700,000 Jews of Palestine and those hundreds of thom;ﬂs who are determined
to settle there? Dr. Malik appe&led to us, Palestine Jews, to seek integration into
our Arab environzent and abandon all claims to "separate existence”. If by "integ-
ration" he means that we should seeis to get closer to our enviromment, th=t we should
study its lanzusge and its ways of thousht, that we should forge links with our neigh-
bors near and far, then he is rizht and this is emactly what we are tryinz to do.

But if by "integration" he means that we should strive to dissolve in our environment,
then he asks for the impossible, and what is more, he commits an injustice for he
seeks to do to us what he does not want done to himself. His own country, the Lebanon
is far less sharply differentiated from the rest of the Levant than we in Pelestine
are from our Arab neighbors, yet the Debanese people rizhtly regard an independent
political status as an essential condition of their harmonious integzration into the
Arab world as a whole.

For us no gquestion 6f integration intp the Arad world exists, for we are not
nor do we wish to be Arabs. It is the essence of our return to Palestine that there,
and there alone, we can live as Jewe and mothinz else. We do not cut ourselves off
from the world around us; on the contrary, we are anxious to be connected and associ-
ated with it as closely as we can; but we do not give up our corvorate identity;
rather are we anxious to develop it to the'higzhest level attainable, as our neighbors
do, as do all nations. We believe that the very process by which each of the countries
around us has attained its separate independence and sovereignty makes our claim to
statehood unanswerable. We also know that we are already a nation and that the process
of our complete emancipation as 2 sovereign state in the part of Palestine assizned
to us will prove irresistible.

We do not base our claim on any cultural or economic superiority, 3But it is
indeed singular that a man of Dr. Malik's intellectusl stature should be prompting
us to conform to the patterns of life which characterize the countries of the Arab
East - some of which are centuries behind us in education, social structure and eco-
nomic development - and yet should deny us eguality of status, even with the most
primitive of them. It is equally singular, if not absurdly incongruous, for the
United States to endorse the claim of these relatively primitive societies to sover-
eignty and membership in the United Nations and yet advoca.te further tutelage for
both peoples of Palestine.
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In all his admonitions to us, Dr. Malik appears to assume that the Jews by a
mere act of will can surrender their independent existence and renounce immemorial
aspirations to the reconstitution of their State, He reveals how profoundly even
most cultivated Arab minds persist in misunderstanding or underestimating the his-
toric motives and all the straine and stresses of Jewish life, The idea that a
people should rest content with a disembodied culture and give up its claim to free
political institutions would sound too ridiculous to merit any seriocus thought if
applied to any other nation. The United Nations iteelf is conclusive proof that the
independent sovereign state is the only normal unit of national activity - the only
recognizable constituent part of the international world.

That the attainment of statehood by the Palestine Jews would have been infin-
{itely easier if it did not involve the inclusion in the Jewish State of 350,000 Arabs
livine todav wiihin ite Avas  i- axiomatic. But the retention in the Jewish State of

this Arab minority is by no means such an enormit{ in ethice and practical poli-
tics as some of the more violent critics of the plan of partition would represent
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international scene of tuday, The question is, in which case would injustice and
practical difficulty be zreater: if less than one-third of the Palestine Arabs were
left in the Jevish State while remaini:g surrounded by masses of their kith and kin
in the neighboring countries, all of which, including the newly to be formed Pales-
tine Arab State, would enjoy full sovereignty and independence, or if twice that
number of Jews were left as a permanent and completely isoclated minority in an Arabd
State with the Jewish people as a whole deprived of statehood forever?

It would appear that the coupling of an economic union with partition should
have been rezarded as a further safesuard for the Arab minority, added to its ethnie
unity with the wider Arab perimeter, its geozraphic contiguity vith independent Arab
states and the eself-interest of the Jewish State to mete out to it the fairest treat-
ment posrible. Yet the Lebancee delegate repeate the thieses of the distinguished
representative of Pakistan that thers is something absurd or anomolous about the idea
of economic unity combined witi political separation. In reality, this is one of the
most advanced conceptions which modern political thought has produced. It would be
worthwhile in this connection to recall the following extract from the speech of the
representative of the Netherlands at the General Assembly on November 26, 1947:

"We are convinced that the establishment of a unitary state would not be the
appropriate solution for the United Nations to preach now. Historically
speaking it is a fact that nearly alwavs in all parts of the world where there
was to be found a historically formed difference between peoples whom destiny
brought together, no solution in the direction of a unitary state has proved
to be workable, After the Napoleonic Wars, Felzium and the Netherlands were
brouzht together in one unifary state. Although our two peoples had very
close ties, relations and interests..this unitary state ended rapidly and un-
succesefully. The differences between Arabs and Jews now are much greater..
than those between Belgium and the Fetherlapnds in 1830. Now, together with
Luxembourg, those countries are reunited, not politically but economically,
and now vhat countes is not our political separation but our union for economic
purpoees...History has taught our three countries this valuable lesson of

independence combined with unity for certain important but i .
We try to apply this lesson earnestly because we believe strongly that this

is the best way to freedom, prosperity and the safeguarding of minorities.
We believe this not only because it is our own way, but because it is also
a very human and intrinsically democratic way."

Failing to learn this lesson, Dr. Malik denies both principles - separate
political independence and economic unity. He calls upon the Jews to commit politi-
cal suicide and then proceeds to brandish over their heads the threat of economic
boycott., It was astounding to hear the President of the Social and Economic Council
uphold as a “"sovereign right" this expedient of economic warfare which every provision
of the Charter enjoining economic coopération, and full collaboration between nations
generally, implicitly condemns.

To divert in this context to the trusteeship idea, it is no paradox to say that
the plan of partition with economic union leads through separation to the eventual
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higheet degree of attainable unity, whereas trusteeship, by the imposition of
artificial unity, is bound to widen the gulf between the two peoples and is liable
t0 make it eventually unbridgeable, For under trusteeship as under the Mandate,

the two parties will seek their self-expression by a continuous pressure and eounter-
pressure on the third party, that is the trustee, and will thereby pull apart and
sharpen their differences; whereas under partition they will face each other as equal
partners, bear the full brunt of direct responsibility and be driven by the impact

of their own interests to accept their mutuality and come to terms, both within the
economic union and beyond it.

Incidentally, the reprecentative of the Arab Hizher Committee azain tried to

aseail the plan of partition on legal grounds by invoking the arbitrary theory that
the termination of the Mandate can only result in the conversion of the mandated
territory into a unitary state., Not only is there no vestige of evidence in support of
this theory in the Mandate itself, but the actual course of events which has so far
attended the liquidation of mandates has produced two major precedents in support
of partition. France was granted one mandate by the League of Rations for the
Levant territory, yet that territory comprises two states, Syria and Lebanon.
The Palest ne Mandate itself is another case in point. There was one mandate for
Palestine and Transjordan, yet its oneness did not prevent the first partition of
Palestine, the setting up of Transjordan as a separate Arab Kingdom, nor has any
Arak national institution ever voiced a protest against this procedure.

The delegate of the Lebanon concluded by inviting the Jews to face an either/
or. But the altermative which he commends- that of collective renunciation by the
Jews of the very essence of their ideal- is a purely imaginary one. The sooner
Dr. Malik and his friends gzive up this peice of wishful thinking and accept the
reality of Jewish nationhood, the better for all concerned. It is thus the Arabs
who are faced with an either/ or, und in their case the positive alternative ie
fully practicable and entalls, comparatively speaking, a very small sacrifice for
which a peaceful and more prosperous future will be an ample compensation.

Either they will pursue a sterile campaign which will absorb all their best energies
to no constructive purpose or conclusive result, with the vain object of crushing
the Jewish nation- that stiff-necked people- out of existence; or they will acknow-
ledge the Jewish right to Statehood, based on history and on the facte of today,

and will then accept the Jewish Palestine as an equal partner in the great enterprise
of regenerating the Middle East. The choice is between perpetual, aimless discord
and immediate, fruitful peace.

Above all, let it not be forgotten that history has seen few more impressive
proofe of mass determination than that provided by the transports of Jewish refugees
which, despite all hardships and hagarde, continue to cross the sea on the way to
Palestine. Will ithe Arab navies stop them?

Mr, Chairman, we shall npever cease to offer peace to cur neighbors and to pledge
our cooperation and association with them, provided our elementary claim to equality
of status is accepted and our need for growth and development within a reasonable
part of Palestine- the part assigned to ue by the Assembly's Resolution- is satis-
fied. We shall accept nothing else than a State. We shall accept nothing less than
that area. But as a State within that area, we shall solemnly undértake to respect
its boundaries, scrupulously to observe the obligation of full equality of civil,
religiouns and political rights to all our co-citizens, and effectively to cooperate
with the nelghboring states within such organized framework as may be found acceptable
for the common benefit of all. An alliance based on mutual non-aggzression and on
Jjoint economic and development activities would find in ue a most willing partner..
But the startinz point must be equality of status. Our claim for statehood is inherent
in our elementary human dignity. Our striving for it draws its strength from the eternal
bond between us and onr country and from the centuries of exile and persecution. Our urg
to attain it now is the direct result of the impact of world events upon the position
of the Jewish people in Palestine and in other parts of the world. For all those who
have eyes to see, the Jewish State already existe., Jewish control of the Jewieh State
area is a growing reality. Arab rule over the Jewish area is a flight of fancy.
The full-fledged development and international recpgnition of the Jewish State cannot
be long delayed. All the energies of the Jewish people are mobilized to bring about

that consummation.
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Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America May 3rd, 1948

Zionist Organization of America

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Friend:

The American Christian Pelestine Committee will hold its fourth National
Seminaer at the French Lick Springs Hotel, French Lick, Indiana, This conference is
designed to bring about increased understanding of the aims of our Movement on the
part of leaders of Christian opinion., It will be a significant event in our nation-
wide public relations and political program. The Seminar will open on Sunday even-
ing, June 20, and will close mid-day, Tuesday, June 22nd.

In its efforts to reach the American people, the American Christian Palestine
Committee enlists the support of Christian leaders in every community who join with
us in educating the general public on the Palestine question. Previous Seminars in
Princeton, Ocean City and Highland Park have produced many such men and women, and
we have high hopes that the forthcoming meeting in French Lick will be equally suc-
ceBsﬁll.

I urge you to assist this project by arranging for the participation of care-
fully selected non-Jewish representatives, men or women, of your community. Please
think in terms of civic leaders such as newspaper editors, college presidents, out-
standing professors and prominent churchmen. The individusl or individuals selected
should have several of the following qualifications: (1) Sympathy with Zionist
aspirations, (2) Standing in the community, (8) Ability as a public speaker, (4)
Capacity for action., He need not be fully informed on all aspects of the question;
the Seminar will provide him with all of the facts, It is suggested that you send
& new representative, rather than one who has attended & previous Seminar, unless
Yyou feel that further briefing is called for, If in doubt as to whom to send, you
might consult with a Christian leader who has already attended one of our Seminars.

Local Zionist Emergency Committees ere asked to defray the travel and hotel ex-
penses, the latter amounting to about §26 for two days, including meals. Please
forward to us immediately the name, address and profession of your delegate so that
an official invitation may be issued by the American Christian Palestine Committee.
Travel reservations should be made as early as possible in order to ensble your
delegate to errive at the French Lick Springs Hotel on the evening of June 20, in
time for the opening meeting. I know that I can count on you and your Zionist
colleagues to cooperate in this important undertaking,

T ction and are uested
Sincerely yours,
QO MR \J Dk~
AHS:SHK Abba Hillel Silver

Chairman, Executive Committee
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From

MEMORANDUM

Chei men of Local Emergency Committees Date pny41 29, 1948

Barry Le Shapiro

Numerous inquiries bave reached us conceming an "Emergency Conference to
Propose a United States Policy for Palestine and the Middle East", vhich
is scheduled to take place in Washington from llay 7 to May 10. In viey
of the fact that invitations to this Conference are being distributed on
& nationwide basie, some questions may arise in your own community as to
the sponsorship of the project. Ve are, therefore, semding you the
folloving infomption which we urge you to pass on to any leaders of

your community who have received an invitation and who have made inquiries
concerning the Conference. :

Nelther the American Zionist Emegency Council, nor any of its constituent
organizations, is in any way associated with this Conferemce. This is
another example of mauthorized activity by the same "Bergson Group"
vhich has on so many earlier occasions taken advantage of the Jewich
tragedy in order to project itself into the limelight. The non-Jewish
personalities whose names they are exploifing in comnection with this
nev "Emergency Conference" are acting in the belief that they are serving
our cause, They are, of course, being adviged that this group im no way
represents the Jewish pepple of Palestine or of the United States and
has no connection whatever with the Zionist movement.

Should this question arise in your eity, or should you hear that '
local leaders have been invited to participate in the Bergson s
latest project, please teke immediate mction to clarify the situations

Regards,

HLS s MEF
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From

MEMORANDUM

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Bet April 29, 1948

Harry Ls Shapiro

The Jewish people has proclaimed that on May 16 -~ the day after the temmi-
nation of the Mandatory Government of Palestine -- "a Covernment of the
Jewish State shall come into baing"

That historlic date 1s repidly spproaching. 4Americen Jewry must be prepared
to observe the event in an sppropriate manner and thereby strenghten the
Jewvish nation in its struggle for existence, Our primary task must be to
win support and recognition for the Jewish state and help to establish i%

so solidly that no combination of military or political forces shall be zble
to undemine it.

It is clear, therefore, that nationwide demonstirations on May 16 will be
essential, and that they must attrzet the wided possible attentions You
will readily understand that we are at this moment umable to indicate the
exact fomm and charzcter of these demonstrations., Hpwever, while various
aspects of the current polifical situation must avalt clarification and
crystallization, we need not postpone our gemeral preparations for May 16s

We urge you to alert your commurity for the event, and to bezin at once %o
enlist the support of friendly groups or individuals, both Jewish and non-
Jewlsh, for that occasion. We zlso adviee you to engaze an suditorium or
open~2ir meeting plece for the night of May 15 or Sunday, May 16.

As soon as we are in a position to provide you with specific information on
this event, we will send you detalled susgestions,

Regards,

HLS:MEF



342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

"
v MEMORANDUM

Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date March 29, 1948

M L. Mim

Plans are repidly taking shape for the dry of mobilization, protest
and prayer vhich is to be obeerved in ‘spprorinately 8,000 gynagogues
throvghout the United States on ﬂmrag#s.dpril 8ths All of the
religious organizations — orthodox, conservative snd refom -—- are
?ﬁ:h“m‘“ make this m;mn our struggle for the

tl.

One of the principal features of the project is the orgemization of
the mmgantmmnmﬁmmumw

The text for these postcards wes sent to you sovoral days ago and
a great many houses of worship have also received it.

Some congregntions may not fully realize the political importance

of these cards end it would therefore be most helpful if a thorough
check were made of your synagogues. Postcards could then be supplied
to those which have until now not taken the fnitiative in this matter,

Any other ideas which you may have to insure the videst possidle use
of these cards —— by Jewlish people =~ will be appreciated.

It will also be edvisable to have various congregations in your com-
munity place small advertisements in your newspapers on April 8th.

We would appreciate tear-sheets of these at your earliest convenience,
together vith a report indicating the epproximate number of cards sent
to the President from your community.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RFLEASE

NEW YORK BOARD OF RARBIS HOLDING SPECIAL SERVICE OF
PRAYER AND TJTERCESSION FOR PALESTINE
SILVER WILT, PREACH WEIWESDAY, MAROY 31; LEADING ORTHCDOX,
CONSERVATIVE AND REFORM RABBIS WILL JCIN IN PROTEST AGAINST
UuSe COVERINEX

Hew York, March 29 —- A special Service of Prayer and Intercession, vhich
will give expression to "profonnd shock and deep grief at the Americen Govemn-
ment's reversal of the United States! declured policy with respect to the parti-
tion of Palestine," will be held Vehgpday. March 3lst a?ﬁ' 11:00 AM, at Temple
Ansche Chesed, West End Avenue and 100th Street, Mev York City. This was
announced today by the New York Boesrd of Bebbis, which is joining with all
other rabbinical and congragational bodies in the United States in a nationwide
protest against the United States Governmentls reversal, wvhich the Board
characterized as "an act of betrsyal."

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, chaimian of the American Secticn of the Jewish
Agency for Pelestine end of the American Zionist BEmergency Council, will preach
at the speclal Service, the Board annomced. Other participants will include
the outstanding leaders in the Orthodox, Conservative and Reform Rabbinates,
The invocation will be delivered by Rabbi David de Sola Pool of the Spanish
and Portuguese Sjmagogue; greetings will be extended by Rabbi Joseph Zeitlin
of Temple Ansche Chesed; Rabbi Bimon G. Krsmer will spesk on behelf of the
New York Board of Rabbis; Rabbi Dovid J. Seligson of the Central Synagosue
will lead in readings from the Psalms; Eabbl Louis C, Gerstein of the Spanish

(more)
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and Portugnese Synagogue and Rebbi Morris M, Goldberg of Temple Shaare Zedek
will lead in Scriptural readings; Rabbi Js X. Cohen of the Free Synagogue will
deliver a prayer for the United Nations; Rabbi Theodore N, Lewis of the Progrescive
Synagogue will present Rabbi Silver; and the benediction will be delivered by
Rabbi Abraliem M. Heller of the Fiatbush Jewish Center. Proyers will be chanted
by Cantor Adolph Katchko.

The Nevw Yorlk Board of Rsbbis today adopted a resolution on U. S, policy with
respect to Palestine which reads as follows:

"The New York Board of Rzbbis, representing the Orthodox, Conservetive and
Referm Ratbinates of New York, at 1ts Executive Committee session unanimously
expressed its profound shock ond deep grief of the Anmerican Governuent's reverssl
of the United States' declared policy with respect to the partition of Pslestine.

"It is the conviction of the Mew York Board of Rabbic that this zct is a
betrayal of the hove of the Jewish people that hes been fortified by the con-
science of humanity specking throush the United Nationss It is also a gross
surrender to force. Such a surrender threptens the destruction of the hopes of
humanity in the United Nations, am instiument foxr preserving peace in the world
and promoting justice for the little peoples of the human family, We call upon
the Trumen Administration to recall the reversal and to return to the plan
approved by the Genersl Assenbly of the United Nztions.

"And the New York Board of Rabbis furthor resolves to csll on its members
for a service of proyer and protest to be held at the Temple Ansche Chesed,
100th Street and West End Avenue, New York City, on Wednesdny, Harch 3lst, at
11:00 A.M,"

Rabbis thronghout the New York metropolitan area will attend this service,
which will launclh the nationwide protest modilization of American Jewry scheduled
to take place on Thursday, April 8th. Officers of the New York Board of Rabbis
include: Rabbi Theodore N. Lewis, President; Rstbi Simon G Krumer, Vice-Presi-
dent; Rabbi Morris M. Goldberg, Treasurer; Rabbi David J, Selizson, Secretary;

and Rebbl Harold H, Cordon, General Secretary,
--30-- z/29/48
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To  Chaimen of Local Emergency Conmittees  Date March 17, 1948

From Abe Tuvim

In a memorandum submitted on February 9th to the UN
Palestine Commission and made public by UN Secretary-
General Trygve Lie on larch 9th, the leadinz United Nations
legal authorities presented their opinion on the major
questions which have arisen in the course of the Security
Council's discuscions on Palestine.

. The legal e:perlan declared that the Security Council
has the power to partition and that it does not
have the power to alter the partition plan. These find-
ings reject the position taken by the United States
delegation in the Security Council and are of great import-
ance in the present situation.

We are sending you a copy of this significant memorendum
and trust that you will find various means to call it to the
attention of molders of public opinion in your community.

AT:FB
hﬂ.






Dear Mr. President: Tl ey April, 1948

As an American Jew who loves our ?m and is proud
of its democratic heritage m ideals, 1I’'was outreged at
the sudden repudiation by Mminiatmtim of the United
Nations decision on Palestine, which our Government has
helped to achieve. It is ﬂ.ﬂl deep regret that I must
express my sense of disillusionment with your Administre-
tion, Mr. President, because of this betrayal of Jewish
hopes, of the United Nations, and of your own pledges.

I support the Jewish State and fervently hope that
your Administration will heed the voice of the people on

this vital question.
Respectfully yours,




The Security Council of the United Fations is now considering the Palestine
problem referred to it by the Pelestine Comrmission of the Generszl Assembly.

Two major questions have arisen in the course of its discussions,

Does the Security Council have the power, under the Charter, to take action
to carry out the plan envisaged in the resolution adopted by the General Assembly,
November 29, 19471

Does the Security Council have the power to alter the Assembly's recommendsations
and order 2 new solution of the Palestine prodlem?

Thece guestions have been snswered by the legzal experts of the United Fntions
Seeretariat,

In 2 memorandum submitted on Februsry ® to the Palestine Commission and made
public by Secretary Gemexsl Trygve Lie on ierch 9, the leading United Metions legnl

euthorities hold thats

These findings sre of great importsnce, for they reject the position taken
by the United Stotes delegetlion in the Security Council, The representative of the
United Statee has insisted that the Security Council mey take sction only in the
event of = threat to the peace, bBut may not, under the Charter, cerry out a decision
of the General Assemdly. Moreover, by proposing new consultations between =11
the parties, the United States hes implied 2 willingness to depart from the General

Assembly‘'s recommendations snd t0 explore new proposala.

)=t

Powers of the Coune

The legal experts of the United Natiors hold that while the Palestine Commission
has primery responsibility for the implementation of the partition plan and is
intended to be the supreme adminiestrative and legislative authority in Palestine
in the periocd between the termination of the Mandate and independence, the Security

Council has been given certain powers of a supervisory character over it.

Thus the Security Council wes requested by the Generzl Assembly to take the necessary

measures as provided in the plan for its implementation. It was also requested to take
messures connected with its functions as the executive orgen of the United E=tionms,

i1f circumstances require.



The working paper states:
"3. The Plan specifies that the Security Council may:

(2) issne instructions to the Palestine Commigsion as it mey consider
necessary:

(b) take such action as it may deem proper with respect to that state for
which 2 provision=l council of governmen® cannot be selected by 1 April
1048, or if selected, cannot carry out its functions.

"L, In connection with (b) above, the Security Council is free to teke any
action that it deems proper. In connection with(a) however, the powers
of the Security Council have some limitztiont

The Security Council may not issue instructicns sltering the essence
of the Plan of Partition. Its instructions should always 2im at the
implementation of this Plan. This would follow from the fact, that the
scope of the Safurity Council's collaboration was limited in the Ceneral
Assembly's request to taking the necessary measures, whatever they may be,
for the implementation of the Flen, as provided in the Plan., It is
obvious that the Cenersl Assembly, heving arrived =t = certain Flen,
wighed the Security Council to assist in the smocth functioning and
implementztion of that concrete Plen.

¥5. Except for the above limitation, it is sugzested that the Security
Council on its own motion or at the request of the Commiseion, may issue
any instructions it considers necessery. These instructions may
be either substantive or procedurzl in character, of a general nature,
or connected with some specific matter. They mey elaborate or supplement the
Plan, They mey aéd, clarify, ad just or replace a deteil which would
prove to be unworksble. They mey also deal with = completely new question,
not foreseen by the Gemeral Assembly, They mey cover not only the functions
expressly specified in the Recommendations but also those implied.®

ed to it by

The basic principle governing the role of the Security Council is {o dbe
found in Article 24 of the Charter, paragraphs 1 and 2 of which read as follows:

"In order to ensure prompt and effective sction by the United Nations,
1te Members confer on the Security Council primery responsibility

for the maintenance of international peace and security, and agree

that in carrying out its duties under this responsibility, the Security
Council acts on their behalf,

"In discharging these &uties, the Security Council shall act in
accordance with the Purposes and Principles of the United Nations.

The specific powers granted to the Security Council for the discharge
of these duties are laid down in Chapters VI, VII, VIII, and XII."

While there is nothing in the Charter specifically defining that the
Security Council mey accept the responsibilities assigned to it under the partition
plan, it does not follow that the Security Council has not been conferred sufficient
power to assume new responsibilities.

As 2 precedent, the UN legal experts cite the case of the Free
Territory of Trieste.

Under the Italian Psace Treaty, the Council of Foreign Ministers

requested the Security Council to accept responsibilities in connection with the
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administration of Trieste.

When the matter came before the Security Council, the Australian
representative raised 2 legal objection. The Secretary General then cited Article
24 as a grant of power sufficiently wide to ensble the Security Council to act.
The Council vote was 10 in favor, with one representative absteining.

The document continmes:

"By its decision, it recognized the principle that it has sufficient
power, under the terms of A.ticle 24 of the Charter, to assume new responsibilities,
on condition that they relate. directly or even indirectly to the maintenance of
international peace and security, and that in discharging these duties, the Security
Council acts in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations
(Article 1 and 2 of the Charter).

¥In the light of the Trieste precedent, it may be assumed that the
Security Council has the power to accept the responsibilities that the General
Assembly requested it to accept with regerd to Palestine.

"7) In that connection, the Security Couneil mey take into consideration;

(a) that Palestine is & territory which has been for many years under
international administration, the future integrity and independence of which is

a matter of international concern. Internal disorders in Palestine might lead to
international friction and might endanger peace;

(b) thet the General Assembly, by more than two-thirds majority, concluded that
the present situation is one which is likely to impair the general welfare and
friendly relations among nations, and that any attempt to alter by force the
settlement envisaged by 4its Resolution constitutes a threat to the peace, breach of
the peace, or act of aggression}

(e) 4t may be anticipated that the sitmation in Palestine will undoubtedly deteriorate
furtker if adequate armed forces do mot take possession of Palestine on the with-
drawal of the Mandatory. Any deterioration, involving alse the existence of the

City of Jerusalem-territory under Specisl International Regime - may eventually
endanger the maintenance of international peacs and security.

“8) It is suggested that such considerations as the above, bring the Palestine
question within the scope of Article 24 of the Charter, as dnterpreted in the

case of Trieste, and that the Security Council has the power required to accept

the responsibilities assigned to 1t by the Gemeral Assembly. It is submitted

that if the Security Council deemed thet It was within its competence to accept
responsibilities for the carrying out of ‘certain provisions of 2 treaty negotiated

and concluded outside of the United Hations, it is still more appropriate that it should
accept responsibilities for the implementation of a plan adopted by the General
Assembly."

nal Police

The UN legal experts consider that it is obvious that order and security
in Palestine are necessary not only for the implementation of the plan "btut also
generally for avoiding anarchy and chaos and for minimizing bloodshed and to
prevent breach of internationsl peace,"

The Security Council mey employ an international armed force in Palestine
either under Article 42 of the Charter or in accordance with the resolution of the
General Assembly, in conjunction with Article 24 of the Charter. To use military
forece under Article 42, the Security Council should first determine the existence

in Palestine of a threat to the peace, a breach of the peace, or an act of



aggression.
®It is clear that the construction given by the General Assembly was

that a challenge to the peace may take place not only through action against the
territory of Palestine, even without outside assistence; not only ection against the
territorial integrity of Palestine but 2lso 2gainst the settlement envisaged by
the Resolution,¥ the memorsndum eaid.

Citing the power of the Council, under Article 24, the experts declare:

"In a general menner, it mey be conceived that the Security Council
might coneider that outside the Resolutlon‘ of the General Assembly, outaide the
specific powers conferred upon it by the Charter, it has s duty inherent in Article
2% of the Charter, especlally, as interpreted in the Trieste case, to assist substantively
in the implementation of a Flan considered by more than a two-thirds majority of the
General Assembly as conducive to general welfare or friendly relations among nations.

"It is obvious that the Security Council would base its action on such
grounds only after previously having reached the conclusion that no threat to the
peace, breach of the peace or act of agzreseion had ocourred. An international
armed force set up on this basis would not be one in the sense of Chapter VII of the
Charter. It would have the character of an Ln;temti_onni police force for the
maintenance of law and order in & territory for which the internatiomal society is

still responsible."
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MEMORANDUM

Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees  Date March 16, 1948

Abe Tuvim

Enclosed you will find a reprint of an advertisement published in New York
and Washington, D. C. newspspers on Satuirdsy, March 13th under the sponsor-
ghip of the Americon Christian Palestine Commilttee.

You will find this a timely smalysis of the political situation, embodying,
at the szme time, suggestions for a scluiion of the critical problem which
faces us.

It would be extremely helpful if you could find the means to place this
advertisement in your local press. If you do so, we suggest that you add
the names of several outstanding Christians in your community who are
associated with us in the strmuggle for the esftablishment of a Jewish State.
The material may also be used for letters to cditors, news stories, column—
ists, radio commentators, ete.

In publishing this edvertisement please bear in mind that the passage of
time makes it necessary to change the text slightly. The first paragraph
ghould now read:

"This is a fateful week for Palestine -- and for the peace of the
world, Soon we should know vhether the United Naotions shall hence-
forth be regerded merely as an imtemational debating society, whose
decisions and considered judgments may be lightly shunted aside, or
whether it is to be an effective instrument for the settlement of
disputes -- and the hope of mankind, It s our fimm conviction

that upon the action to be taken by the Security Council with regard
to Palestine rests the future of international organizetion to pre-
serve and maintain peace.”

Point One of the three-point program at the end of the advertisement should
now read:

"That the United States Representative to the Security Council
take ¢ » « ll' etec.

We are enclosing, at the same time, 2 reprint from the New York Times of
March 3rd in vhich Mr, James G. McDm ald discusses the statement of the
so-called "Committee for Justice and Peace in the Eoly Land," of which
Miss Virginia C. Gildersleeve is the chaimman, Mr, McDonaldls comment
should be helpful to you.

Kindest regards.

AT:RB
Encs,
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MEMORANDUM

To  Chaimen of Iocal Pmergency Committees Date  ypareh 29, 1948
From Harry L. &qin

ANTI-ZIONIST PROP Us5. MAGAZTNES

Cur enemies are now engaged in a propsgenda campeign to discredit the
Zionist movement and to destroy the United Nations declsion of Hovember
28, 1947, The anti-Zionist forces | ating in this comntry are now
coordinating their activities and are rece

advice from officisls of the U, 8§, !

the appearance of hostile articles in leading Ur
ongmtast <ot TR St WY w rive, ieh

orgon and caref tined anti- ﬁu&l lﬂomdﬂilﬂl
by propagendists of mmwmu the oil companies.

They are currently making use of the mwma now exists
throughout Ameriea and are linking the vic 7 enti-Zionist material
vhich they feed to the naticn's press to the over-all American "security"
question., All of this simply meens that we must redoudle our own efforts
and counteract this scheme to destroy our position in American public
opinion. Ve have done it before end we ghall do 5.‘ egein,

The Anmerican Zionist Emergency. cman is working 1ntm1n3.y on the
United States magazine front. We have M succeeded in convincing
editors of certain importeant ;pnhlicaﬁonl o drop anti-Zionist pleces
which had been scheduled for early publica But the situation re-
mains very serious and once egoin we must call upon you to aid our work
by bringing about the stiongest possible readers' resction.

At this moment we ask you to concentrate on the two magezines which this
week published extremely harmmfnl corment om Palestine. These magazines
are Life snd Render's Disest, both of which were hostile to our cause
throughout the recent critical years. You will recall that in the case
of both publications, the strong readers! reaction to eerlier hostile
articles brought about a) 2 refutation printed in the

end b) the occasional publication of favorable material in Life. Sﬁ
results must be achieved agsin.

In the case of Life, please arrange to have as many letters. as possible
sent at once protesting ageinst this week's editorial, "Baster in Pales-
tines" Assuming the guise of a "peacemaker," Life proceeds to misrepre-
sent the issues of the Falestine question and to distort the very nature
of 7 miem. An i1.licat!om of Life's oynicism nay de found in ita des-
eriztior of the imerican Council for Judaism snd the bBitterly enti-Ziomist
League for Peace end Justice in the Holy Land as "moderate Zionists and
non=Zionist friends of Palestine." Needless to soy, Life points to
"moderate Zionists" 1ike the Rosenwald group and "friends" like the new
Gildersleeve Committee as people who have the right idea on the gquestion.
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The Reader's Digest is no better, The article, ™ust There Be Var In The
Middle East?™ by Bayard Dodge, former president of the Americen University
in Belrut, is also a unique piece of distortion. Also in the role of a
"neutral,” Dr, Dodge presents the Arsb propazanda line in toto.

Let the editors of these two ragazines know how you feel about these
articless The reaction of subscribers to Life and the Eeador's Disest
is particularly important in this connection. We urge you to organize a
large~stale letter-writing eampaign in which both Jews and non-Jews will
be agked to perticipate.

Send lstters to!

Mr, Henry R. Luce Mr, DeWitt Wallace, Editor
Life lMagazine and znd

9 Rockefeller Plaza Mr. Kenneth W, P:iyne,

New York, ¥. Y. - Exocutive Editor

Neaderls :H;.gaat
Pleasantville, New York

HLS:MSR
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. | smyrer ACTCY STATEICNT ON TRUCE PROPOSAL
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The question of truce in Pelestine was raised inm the Semrity Covreid
as part of a genersl proposal to set aside the plsn zldopted Ly he le.cxl
Assembly for the future goverrnment of Palestine and to substitute for it an
entirely different sclntion of the Palestine problem which the Jewish Agency
found utterly unscceptable. |

Actuelly the resolution czlling for a truce vas adopted by the Security
Council in conjunction with the decisicn to convene a special session of the
Agsembly for the purrose of undertaking the 1evieion of the plan. Thus the
truce proposal in its very incention appesred to load the dice very heavily
ageinst Jevish interests.

Moreover, the vording of the resolution on truce, by referring merely to
a truce between the Aradb and Jewish communities of Pslestine, ignored the major
aspect of the present disturbed condltion of the comtry, which is its invasion
by armed forces from outside, orgenlzed by the goveinuentsof the neishboring
Areb states, members of the United liaticne amnd, in the case of Syria, member
of the Security Council itself, mil tolerated oy the mdmw powers -

The resolution of the Security Oouncil called upon Arab and Jevish groups
in Palestine to cease acts of violerce. Tt addressed mo sdmonition to the
neizhboring Arsd states to discontinue the recruiting, training and aming of
military contingents on their territories for amed intervemtion in Pslestine,
end the actual sending of such forces ccross their frontiers into Falestine.
According to reliabie press reports, further large-scele incursions of amed
units and further importation of war meterials from the neighboring countries
iato Palestine took place only within the last fwo or three days es the first
installment of a new wave of imyasiony

Hevertheless, the Jerigh Arency declered itself 111linz to enter into a
truce arrangement so thet sn end may be put to the bloodshed and destruction
which is now revaging the life of Polertine and clsiming a momnting toll of*
victims. In its readiness to contribute its full shufie to the imuediate
restoration of peace in Palestine, the Jewigh Agcncy wves concerned to safe-
guard two main objectives:

First, that the tmce should be sn efféctive one and that it should not
serve ns a mere cover and protection for the preparstion of further eggression.
Secondly, that the conclusion end obse.vence of the truce should not jeopardize
legitimate long-tem Jewish interests and should not prejudsze the main issune
vhich is now at stake.

Accordingly, the executive of the Jewish Agency in Pelestine on Aprl 4,
1948, adopted the followving resolution regarding the truce proposal:

"The Jevish Agency welcomes the efforts of the Security Council to produce
a cepsation of hostilities in Palestine and to prevent a continuation of blood-
shed in the future. The Jews of Falestine were forced to defend themselves
againet the series of attacks launched agninst them by the Arabs since December
1, 1947, Respcensibility for the situation in Palestine fells also unon the
mendatory power, which, decpite-its duties and 1ts public declarations, feiled
to preserve law and order, failed to nrevent the invasion of Palestine by organ—
1zed Ared zuerrilla bends from neighboring states, provided ams to Arab states
vhich have been sending these guerrilla bands into Palestine and suffered these
forelgn inveders to establish themselves in military cemps in Pelestine, to die-
rupt communications in various pnrts of the countyy, and to besiege the city of
Jarmsalem,



"The Agency will gladly ngres to a military truce which will nut an
effective and immediate end to all acte of violence, re-establish freedom of
movement throughout the land on 211 roads and highways, restore free szccess to
the holy vlaces, withdraw zll foreign troops and guerrillas, remove 21l units
of the Trans-Jordan Arab Legzion to Trans-Jordan, and prevent the incursicn of
such foreign forces and amed bands into Palestine in the future., To meke such
a truce effective, provision must be made for an intemational commission to
sunervise its execution. The Jewish Agency connot rely in this respect upon
the British authorities. :

"It must be clearly understood that such a military truce shall not impede
Jewish immizration and ghall not affect preparctions now in progress to assure
essential public services, and for the estadlishuent of zn autonomous govern=-
ment in the area of the Jewish state immediately nfter the temmination of the
mandate on May 15,"

This remains the attituds _o_f":ﬁe Jwﬁdt Agencye

The Jevich Agency wae mmv honored by rr invitation from the dis-
tinguished President of the Security Couneil to sstend e conference vith a
view to discussing the tems of the truce. There woes only one brief formal
meeting, attended by representatives of both the Arab Higher Committee znd the
Jevdeh Agency for Pelestine, after which the ?uﬂuﬂ of the Security Council
held a series of infomel talks with 'ﬂu atives of ﬁhu two bodies
seperately. In reply to the President's guestion as to the conditions under
vhich we would be prepared to comclude & truse, we defined our sttitude in the
following temms!

Hed the nggression against the Jm been confined to the Arebs of Palestine,
ve would have been ready for = timce miconditionslly. In sctuel fact, in that
eventuality, the question of a fomsal truce and of negotiztions in that regard

need not have arisen at all, as it would have been enoush for the Arsbs to cecse
fire in order to produce an immediate cessation of all ammed resction sgainst
them on the part of the Jews. But the military situation in Pslestine haos been
completely transformed by the invacion of the country from outeide.

The very presencé on the soil of Palestine of foreim amed forces is a
permanent act of' aggression -agninst the Jewe, Unless these forces are removed
end further amed incursions prevonted, the truce woa'd be m sedswad to the
aggresscr, for under its cover md.withort the fecr of ry interferonce on the
part of the Jews, the Arab command wauld ‘be avle to bring up further rsinforce-
ments, to occupy points of vantesge, %o perfect 14s militery orpznization and to
- be ready for resewed assault under muck more révantasesus conditionse

We, therefore, have tc put fcrwerd, as escentirl confitions of the truce
that the armed units vhich were brounght 4nto Polertise from outside be withdrawn
and that no further incureions should be tolerzted. This is the summary of our
position as explained by us to the Fresident of the Council.

It would te observed that the two stipulotions which we have made are
purely milicary in characters They are in:za4i:d to insure thet the truce should
be & real ‘ruc2 end not a sism. We heve Dt Jorvere ne pelitical condliions in
conrectiion with the truce, Ve gathered, howerer, frum quesiions put to us by
the President of the Security Council that pol 1ticel conditione hed beer put
forvard by ther other side. These conditions we had to resist,
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In the light of these general observations, I now propose, ilrs President,
with your kind permission, to deal in some detail vith the provisions regarding
the truce included in the draft which was communicated to us yesterday ard vhich
now lies before the Securlity Council,

As a first genersl observation, I would point out that the scheme of the
truce here outlined is founded on the assumption that the present mendatory
. administration in PalesStine would discharge its functions under the mandate
to preserve lav and order. Quite apart from the question whether the present
mendatory can be relled upon to do so in view of its recent record, it is clear
that the truce arrangement proposed is thus by its very terms limited in its
duration to the very short period vhich remains between now and Mey 15, cn
‘which date, according to the mandatory Govemment's decision vhich it announced
to be irrevocable, the mandate is to be teminated, It is on this definite
assumption that we now discuss the truce proposals.

I now address myself to the preamble of the draft resolution, Its third
recital states "that the United Eingdom Sovernment, so long as it remains the.
mzndatory power; is responsible for the meiutenance of peace ani order in
Palestine and should continue to take zll steps to that end,® We must, vith
all due respect to the Security Council, take exception not merely to the word
"continue" which implies that the mendatory administratior in Palestine hes
hitherto dlscharged its responsibilities in maintaining peace and crder --
this is most lamentably not the casc —=but to raise objection to the mandatory
administration being given the senction of ‘the Security Comnecil in advance for-
whatever step it might deem fit to take in the field of security.

The recent record of the mandatory administration mekes it impossible for
us to repose any trusf im it in that regard and we would regard it as nothing
short of calamitous if in the light of that record it were thus formally assured
of full internstional support for whatever, in its own wisdom,»it might do or
leave undone. We would, therefore, urge that the recital should be limited %o
the recognition of the fact that the mandatory power is responsible- for the
maintenance of peace and order while the mandate lasts, and that the remaining
part of the recital after the word "Falestine" should be deleted.

In regard to sub~parsgrsph (4) of parazrarh 1, I would observe that the
requirement that all activities of a military or para-military nature chould
cease is far too wide to be practicgble. It hay be interpreted as involving
the discontinuation of 211 nomel defense arrangements without which the Jewish
pcpulation of Palestine will be seized by 2 feeling of imsecurity vhich will be
inimical to any %ruce. The Jewish lgency would therefore propose that the
clause should read "cease all acts of violence, terrorism and sabotages”

4 point of fundsmental importance arises in connection with sub-paragraph
(B), which contains the most important and welcome injunction zgainst the bring-
ing in to Palestine of amed bznds or individuals from outside, With the in-
Junction so formulated we are heartily in sgreement, but vhat we cezmnot accept
is that it should be extended to include "individuals capable of bearing ams,"
as this would affect Jewish immigration. Ve cannot possibly agree that Jewish
immigrants into Palestine, whatever their age group or thysical cordition,
should be put on the same footing with those elements vho are now being sent
into Palestine in violation of its land frontiers with the deliterate purpose
of upsetting the peace of the country and committing acts of aggression zgainst
the Jews and against the amthority of the United Nationss -
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Thege people have not a vestige of any legel or political right to be in
Paiestine. They come there with the avowed object of breaking the law cnd ds-
turbing the peace. By contrast, Jewish immigremts come to Palestine by virtue
of en intematiwnally recognized rights Palestine is their.home in vhich they
come to live. The egquation of the two categories is untensbles Ve would urge
that the words "capable of bearing ams" be deleted sad that instead the wording
should be "amed or entering Palestine with the deliberate purpose of taking part
in the fighting,"

Coming to sub-paragrmph €, I would point out that as worded it goes
much toc far in a most sweeping manner and may be interpreted as imrosing during
the truce period a world ertargo on the ascquisition of ams for future Jewish
defense, while leaving it free to Arab states to acctmulate any quantities of
ams they may be able to purchase for future fighting in Pslestine. Ve, there-
fore, urze that the sub-paragrerh should read "rofrain from importing weapons
and war materiels" and that all reference to zcquisition should be deleted.

A point of most far-resching significance arises in connection with sub-
paragraph (D). Here each pariy is called upon to refrain pending further
consideration of the future govemment of Palestine by the Cenersl Assembly
"from eny political activity which might prejudice the rights, claims or positiond'
of either communitys

The mere introduction of a political subject into the gquestion of a mili-
tary truce is 1iable to vitiate the issue. And we should urge that this vhole
sub-paragraph be deletad, Should its deletion not commend itself to the Coumeil,
we would urge that it be amended, To begin with, the tem "political activity"
seems insppropriate, It is too loose and might be teken to refer to any meeting,
any public address, any article in the press, eny resoluticn.

Vewuld suggest to substitute the word "action® for tae words "political
activities." Further, the guestion of ‘prejudicing claims does not arise at all,
My cleim can be prejudiced only if I mysslif renounce or compiomise ite It cannot
possibly be prejvdiced by vhatever the othér party cdoss. Ve suggest, therefore,
that the word "claims" should come out aitogethor. But the main difficulty arises
in connection with the vord "rights,"

The position as far as rights are concerned cannot be left in its present
vague form, liable to be interpreted at will, The Arad community may claim as
its right the spreading of its dominion over the vhole of Palestine and the
subjogation of the Jewish coumunity. OCan the Jews be expected to refrzin from
any action which might prejudice that cllieged right vhich they categorically
deny and vhose exercise would affect the very roots of their existencel

An objective, intemationally recognized, 'criterion is here imperative.
We therefore suggest that the paragreph should be zmended to read "refrain, ete.,
from any action vhich mizht prejudice the rights or position of either camrmmity
under the mandate and the reasciution of the Ceneral Assembly." It cannot be a
moo% point in an orgen of the United Nations thet pending further consideration
of the future government of Falestine by the Genersl Assembly, the existing
resolution of the General Assambly stonds and is fully valid.

WVith regard to sub-paragraph (E), I must state that the mendatory sdminise
tration, by its own recoyd and by vhat we would describe as i%s sing of cmission
and commission, about beth of which enoush hos been said in our previous state-
ments to the-Security Council, has forfeited its title to Jewish cooperctione
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Fevertheless, in the interest of preservation of 1life we would be prepared to co=
operate vith the various orgens of the present Palestine Governmeat in certsin
spheres vhere we would regard cooperation as necessary snd warronted, but theve
cen be no question of our pledging general cooperation to the British administrae
tion of Pelestine vhich has so manifestly disregarded and even acted contrary to
its most basic responsibilities. -

Sub-paregraph (F) seeks to secure the safety of the holy plocess e sutmit
that this is not enough. ‘'hat has $o be secured is slso free access to all
shrines and sanctuaries for those who have an establiched right to vislit ond
worship at them. It is not enough, for instance, to lay down that the Vailing
Wall might not be blown up. Free sccess to the Vailing Vall must be guarsnteed
for the Jews in accordance vith the immemorial practice vhich has been inter-

nationally senctioned.

I nov come to Paragraph 2. Despite the mnquestionable defrult of the
British mandatory a@ministration in the maintenance of law and order amnd its
particularly lsmentable end most alaming failure to prevemt the invasion of
Palestine by amed forces froem outside, tiuis parsgraph propuses %o charze that
aéministration vith the duty of svperviesing the erecution of the truce provisions.
The Jewish Agency cannot possibly agree thot the mandatory administration is
impartial fn the present conflict and ccn properly be entiusted in this highly
responsibie task vhich requires complete objestivity. If the drzft is left in
its present form and no suthoritative United Nations organ is set up to supervise
and ensure the cbservance of the truce, ve conld consider that no adequate
provision at all has been mede in this recoid. :

Paragraph 3 seeks to prevent further infiltration into Palestine of amed
forces from outside. 'that I sald in regard o the expiessisn "cspable of beering
ams" with reference to sub-paragi=ph (B) of Paragrsrh 1, epplies equally to the
seme phraseology in Parsgriph 3. The injunction 1trelf against the mere entry
into Palestine of amed bands, etc., does not go far enouch.

Ve would urge that the Governments of states neighboring to Palestine should
be called upon to prufiibit in their territories the recruitnont end preparation of

forces for eventual incursicns into Palestine, lloreover, there is no reference

in the paragrasph or enyvhere else in the dxoft, to the fate of the forelgn amed
units already in Palestines They all live in special cemps, the location of which
is common knowledge, x :

By omission, the draft resolution suffers them to remain vhere they are, or
even to change their location end select better sites for thelr future activities,
I have aolready stated that the mere presence of these bends on the soil of Pales-
tine is rezarded by the Jews as a pemsnent act of sgzression. They are, indeed,
a constant irritent and a perpetual source of drnger, The absence of a clear
provision to evacuate or at least to immobilize theose bends, forces the Jewish
Agency to reserve its position in this regard,

In conclusion, I would take the opportunity of emphesizing ogein that

forelzn invasion is the crux of the vhole difficulty, snd the fact that the manda-
tory government has allowed it to proceed unchocked mers its record more thon gy

thing else.

The Security Council has not so far deamed fit to place on record in clear
end unequivocal temms the responsibility of either the 4rzb Covernments or the
Government of the United Kinpdom for the present intolersble situztion vhich hes
been created in and around Palestine by this continued process of invesicne
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oceupation of the whole ‘of Falestine by th
its frontisrs from north, tn& . immediatel;
the British mondate, To face this ismu

duty of the Security Council.
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees  Date &pril 20, 1948
Harry L. Shapiro

Enclosed is an analysis of the trusteeship proposal which the United
States is reportedly preparing to present to the W General Assembly.
The final fom which the United States plan will take is not known,
but it will in all likelihood be similar to the proposal which was
pudlished last week,.

In order to understand what is involved in the irusteeship proposal, you
should reoad the attached memorandum carefullys. You will find that it
includes good materizl for editorials, articles, radio speeches, etc.

It can be most useful in ;mnr public relations activitiese

Regards.
HLS:RB



THE JEVISH AGTHCY FOR PALSSTINE
OBSERVATIONS ON GEFERAL PRIFCIPLES REGARDING A TEMPORARY TRUSTEESHIP
FOR PALESTIVE FORIUTATED BY THE ULITED STATES (APRIL 5, 1948)

In discussing the United States pmonl for a temporary trustee-
ship, 1t 18 necessary to ma Y -

A. The genersl npulicability of the tmtuduy system to
Palestine; .

B. The particular circumstances in wkich it is mosad to
institute & trasteeship at this time;

C. The specific provisions for temporsry trusteeship contained
in the document submitte hy the United -States to other
members of the Security Council on April 5, 1948.
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A. THE APPLICABILITY OF THUSTEESHIP TO PALESTINE

1. . It mey be assumed that the suthors of the Charter did not draft its
trusteeship provisions with the purpose of prolonging foreign rule indefinitely
over peoples inspired by a sense of maturity and an urgent desire for national
freedom. Nor does international cpinion favor further tutelage for Palestine.

20 It is significant that during the second regular session of the General
Assembly not a single voice was rzised in favor of 2 solution involving any
postoonement of independence. In its report to the General Assembly the United
Nations Special Comnittee on Palestine unanimously declared:

"a) Although sharply divided by political issues the peoples of
Palestine are sufficiently advanced to govern themselves
independently.

b) The Arab acd Jewish p'a;@es efter more than a quarter of a
century of tutolege under the Mandate both seek a means of
effective expression for their national aspirations.

c) It is highly unlikely that any armgemen& which wonld fail
to envisage indcpendence at a reasonably early day would
find the slightest welcom_a among either Arabs or Jews,"*

None of these proposi‘bions are open to question. They are endorsed by
all aveilable experience and judment. :

3o The trusteeship system is designed either for the government of terri-
tories whose inhabitants are not yet sufficiently advanced to operate self-
governing institutions or for stiategic areas. To apply it to Palestine is thus
to pervert its true function and to involve the system itszelf in the discredit
arising from inevitable disorder. The movement to set z2side the Resolution of
the General Assembly has already wezkened its moral suthority, and has revealed
the Security Council as a body unable either to secnure Charter cbservance or to
resist agsression. It is now pmposed. to embroil the Trusteeship Council in an
effort to subject mature populsations; pleced Ly the General Assubly on the
threshold of statehood, to outside rule of indefimiie @uration, Thus the prestige
of the United Nations as @ whole and the efficacy of ite principal orgens are
1likely to be impaired throagh this attempt to replace a sclution involving inde- ~
pendence by & solution involving tutelage, in a territory vhere the principles
andd procedures of trusteesinip zppear to have no relevance at all,

4, Moreover, the maturity of the population is not the only reason vhy the
trusteeship provisions of the Charter are incongrvons in the context of a Pales-
tine settlement. The basic objectives of the trusteeship system, as defined in
Article 76 of the Charter are "to promote the politfical, economic, social and
educationzl advenceément of the inhabi tants of tmst territories and their pro-
gressive develorment towards self-government or indcpendence." Thus the tristee-
ghip provisions of the Charter have no reference to the unique position of
Palestine in history and law as a territory in which the interests of the present
inkabitaents are not the scle or even the predominant object of intermational
concem, In contradistinction to other Mandates in neighboring countries, the
Palestine Mandate acimowledged rights in Palestine not only for the country's

(*) Rcoport of the United Nations Special Committee, Vols 1, Ds 43,
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irhavitants, dbut also for the Jevich people throughout the world, Indeed it has
been established that "unquestionably the primary purpose of tiie Handate as ex~—
pressed in the preamble and its articles is the esteblislment of the Jevish
National Home." *) Under Ariicle 8C of the Charter, Jewich rights derived from
the Mandate were preserved until such time ns the Naudate was replaced by a new
agreement, Later the Ceneral Agsembly confimmed the validity of those rights
and gave them formal expression through the establishmemt of a Jowish -
State. Thus during three decades the special rights gnd interests of the Jewish
pecple with regsard to Palestine have three times been upheld through successive
intemmational instrmments. No legal coapetence exiets anyvhere by vhich these
rights can be annulled. It is quits inadmissidle to brush them aside by sssimi-
lating Palestine to a politiesl sysiem in vhich they have no place, Yot such is
the effect of basing. the govemmeny of Palestine on the trusteeshiip provisions
of the Charter which ackmovledge nothing tut the interests of the comtry's
present inhaditaents as the guiding Mle of administraticn,

Se The sui_generis &mm i&lonﬁh& arising from its unique historicsal
assoclations end ite speciel relation to the purposes of Jewish national re-
habilitation and fread-m Las Hamad:&qﬁ!.elgii on -Ipﬂmbg@g-pcmsions bty the

United States through ¥rszldsntiel and OCongrestional statemeas. Indeed, its
ecceptonce forms the comersione of the United States policy on Pulestine es

hitherto exprecced.

¥
Ba This distinctior between Palestine md those neighboring countries in
vhich the sdveapesent of the inmhzbitants was the porsmount consideration is
completely obscured if Palesiine is toin ont of its lezal end historical context
end forced into the insppréariate franework of the trusteeshlp syctems The
gpecial relation of Falestine to the Jewish people fommnlly diserpears if Pales-
tine comes under the pmpfq'seﬂkmkwm Bub &t will not disappear in actusl
fact. Pslestine carnot be forced by am act of will to resemble Togoland or the
Camercons or the Paclfic Islandc, mox can 4% possidly respond to the processes
and principlies of goverament desizned for thogse territorics. The trusteeship
provisions do not fit —— end were never intended to fit -- the most distinctive
historical, cultural or ethunic realities affecting Polestine.

Be OIRCWMSTANCES AFFECTING TRUSTRESHIP TODAY

7. ' Palestine has been governed under e fotm ¢f tmsteeship (ises the British
Mandate) for twenty-six years, Recently the conditlons under vhich the British,
Mandate operated proved so intolerable te Jews, Arabs, British end dpericen
public opinion amnd the commurity of nations as a vhole that the replacement of
the Mandate by & form of immediste independence bocame the enly common aspiration
of all the parties concerned. The prospects of the new trusteeship cannot be
unaffected by the discredit and unworkability of the old.

8e Those grospecta would be particnlarly trasic if the trusteeship were built
on or around British participation. British policy in the Near East is fimmly
wedded to the allisnce with the Arab League, und has for thst rencon been sharply
directed against thosc fundcmental Jewish interests vhich the Cenersl Assembly
has recently espproved. It follows that emy prolongation of British rule must
involve a resumption of the "squalid war" whose disacircus effects forced the
Palestine issue upon the attention of the United Nations., The war vill be all
the more squalid because both British end Jewish cpinion have been recently
buoyed up by the hope of imminent separntion, The Jews would face British re-
pression in the aftemath of a historic moment in which their independence was

(*) Report of the Royal Commission on Pelestine, pp. 38-39.
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scTemnly promised, The British CGovermment, if 1t at all complied with American
pressure in this regard, would have to fight its own public for the "right" to
remain in Palestine and sustain a burden which the British people passionately
longs to relinquish, The Arebs would also be deprived of substantial advantegze,
hovever anti-Jewish the conditions of the trusteeship agreement might hes Under
partition they were to obtzin independence in a large part of the comntiry; under
trusteechip they obtain no independence at all, Even if there is Arab acquiescercr
in trusteeship on immediate tacticzl grounds, it must, by the very logic of Ar'\'b
national sentiment be chortlived.

9, In this atmcesphere it would be an irresponsidble fantasy to imagine a
trusteechip zovernment estadliching genuine authority throughout the country by
My 15s Moreover the leston that a Ceneral Assembly Resolution can be revised
by violence will further undermine the moral force of the new regime. If the
General Assembly accepts a trusteeship policy in response-to force, the Trustee-
ship Council will hardly come with inereased authority to the task of edminister-
ing en unvilling and restive populstion, to whom 1ndapendem wes premised but
four months ago.

10, Although the prospects of diso:iar are grentest if the present mandatory
pover is pressed, against its judsment, fo prolong its tenure they are fomidable
enough irrespective of the idemtity of the trustee, The Jews will regard the
trusteeship, to whomever it may te eatrusted, as rcbhring them of their inde-
pendence to which they had looked forward poisnantly after a gquest of meny
centuries, The Arabs wvill find themselves eadﬁlod with a trustee after three
decados of national strugele in the Near Bast against the maintenance of westem
contirol.

1l It is quite unrealistic to plan 2 new trusteeship regime on a clean slzte,
without rcgard to the effeet of Boveaber 29 or the implic-tioms of May 15, The
situation in Pdlestine has been yaflctliy tramsfommed sinca November 29th as a
result of the Genercl Lssembly's Bosolutzon; =and the transomation is entirely
hostile to the prospects of tristeeship. The &urn of evenis in the nast four
months has had both a psycholozical and a practical effect. The United Nations
having recognized the Jews of T'alestine in Novenber ag a nation fit for imminent
independence, is now being asked {o regard them in Anril as a minority within the
population of a non self-government terrifory to te held in tutelgzze for a period
of "in.del finite duration." The Jews themselves however are unliksly to adapt their
thinking to this violent reversal. Hothinz vill ever divest licverber 29 of its
gignificance as a mementous Gay intheir histsry. Hencefornvard they will never
again think in any otler politicel idiom tus that of rna'ion:i sovereignty; and the
trusteeship regime vwill Te separaied from the Jews by a widening gulf of mental
and spirltual cdistrvst. The Arcds too may awaken early to taeiz loss of an
objective which they had at least partially gained by the avard of statehood in

a part of Palestine on November 29,

12, But the trustee will not merely be called upon to svim 2szninst every current
of politicel soniinmant in the country. He wil) be frced with a process of virtual
partition which hus gathered such romentum in receni wscks that not even con-
siderable amsza fo: 08 zould now arrest it. This process hos for Jong been inherert
in the poliiical anl seoisl realities of Palestine, Ten yerrs sgo the [Roysl Com—
mission was airnady oie to report that* "to maintoin that Palestinian citizenship
has any moral mcan.ng ‘s a nischiavous pretence, Neitier Azab nor Jew hias any
sente of service to a single Stetle... There is litile moral velue in maintaining
the political unity of Palestine at the cost of perpetual ratred," UNSGOP and

the General Assembly merely recognized ard expresced this politicel separation,
They did not create it, Palestine is inhabited by two peopless They have separate
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political aspirations, though common economic interests. The scheme of parti-
tion with economic union is such a full response to these basic realities that
having once begun to operate it has inevitably crystallized very quickly into
the receptive framework of Palestinian life.

13, The disintegration of the Mandatory regime since November 29th has given
a spectacular impetus to this partition tendency, both in its functional end its
territorial aspects. As the Mandatory relinquishes en essential governmental
service in the Jewish area, the Jews begin to operate it. As the Mzndatory
virtually evacuatcs a certaln zone, Jewigh authority asserts itself, There are
large vopulated areas of the country, both Jewish =nd Arab, in which the writ of
the central administration d<es not run at all. The degree to which this process
had developed can be appreciated from the fact that the Jews themselves exercise
full responsibility in their community for the most vital govermnmentzl function
== that of defense. Meanvhile an existing tendency of Jewich autonomy has been
accentuated in every field. In the coming derys and weeks the Mandatory's dis-
integration will leave a widening vacuum in food supplies, communications, postal
and telegraphic services, currency, police, etc., etc. The Jews, anticipating
chaos, have worked cut plans and prepared machinery to assure continuity and
order in the daily routine of life. The entire Jewish population reposes its
trust and obedience not in any central govemnment of the entire country; dut in
its own authorities, on the understanding that they will set up en administration
for the Jewish State area. The provisional Jewish suthorities are already
endowed with that effective internal recognition which is the most vital test

of independent nationhood.

14, In the Arab community a similar though less conscious or centralized
prccess has teken places In the centrsl part of the country the invading forces
of the Areb League under Fawzi al Eawukji exercise full administrstive as well
2s pilitary control, In other areas the local municipalities are becoming in-
creasingly independent of the central govemment, The incoming trustee will
thus find the country already organized into independent compartments of control
and alleglance, The incentive of November 29th znd the logic of May 15th, both
drawing their force from the facts of the situation, have done thelr work.
Palestine is mcving forward inexorably towards Partition in a pattem of growing
decentralization.

15, In this situation, the United States preposal comes on the scene in an
attempt to galvanize a dying mandate into 1life or to build a new trusteeship

on the wreckage of the old., There is no precedent for such a tour de force.

411 other trusteeshipshave arisen as a smooth continusticn of mandates previously
held under conditions of unity and peace. To impose foreign rule by newly-
arrived administrators over these two autonomous societies is technically far-
fetched; and to create a new focus of authority and allegiance to which toth
Jews and Arabs will give the siightest attention is beyond human resource. The
only United Nations authority which might play a constructive role in the new
pattern of life would be one which is guided and animated by the logic of this
spontaneous partition and by a desire to facilitate it.

16, It 1s because the very concept of trusteeship is so flagrently out of
accord with the general principles and current realities of the Pelestine situa-
tion that no improvement of the United States proposals can mske them a nseful
starting point in the quest for a political settlement. With this reservation,
however, it may be useful to comment on the fifteen genersl principles now
vefore us,
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C. COMMENT ON UNITED STATES PRIFCIPLES FOR THMPORARY THUSTEESHIP

Comment orn Paracraph 1 (Non-prejudice of Rights)

There is no device vherety a temporary trusteeship can feil to "prejudice
the rights, claims or position of the parties concerned"; nor can the trustee-
ghip fail to detemire "the character of the eventual politicsl settlement."

The rights of 2ll parties are affected by the very institution of a trusteeship
at this time. For example, the Genersl Ascembly recognized the Jewish claim to
statehood, conferred certain rights on the basis of that claim, and envisaged

a position of full soverelgnty by October 1. Under the new proposal, October 1
wvill find the Jews of Palestine not as & State within fixed frontiers, but as a
minority within the Arab population end under outside rule. The theory that such
& spectacular change from imminent independence to indefinite subjection leaves
the "rights, claims and position" of the Jevs unprejudiced is untenable, "The
character of the ewentual political gettlement" is slso bound to be aifected at
every turn by the operation of the trusteeship regime., BEven if there is sub-
stantial Jewish immigration end land settlement the prospects of Jewish statehocd
will still be prejudiced by postponement. If there is not, the growth of Arsd
population will cause a proportional weakening of the Jewlsh position znd adverce-
1y affect Jewich prospecte when "the eventusl political settlement” is determined.
There cm be no stand-still 4n a process of life; each party is either becoming
relatively stronger or weaker at every moment. The effect of this parsgreph is
merely to define the effects of the tmsteeship provosal in misleading temms.

The constitutional provisions of Parsgraph 6 are sufficient to show how drasti-
cally Jewish rights are prejudiced by this plan,

Comment on Paragrewhs2 and 15 (Duration of Trusteeship)

The Trusteeship is defined in paragrarh 1 as "temporary" end in paragraph
2 as of "indefinite duration", Since accordinz to paragraph 15 it can only be
temminated by Arab-Jewish agreement, the word "pemmanent" would perhaps give a
more reallistic view of its duration. It is a fact that 25 years of tutelage
have failed to produce agreement. On November 26, 1947 the representative of
the Mandatory Power stated in the CGeneral Assembly:

"After years of stremnous but wnaveiling effort, His Majesty's Government
have reached the conclusion that they are not =zble to brins about a settlement
in Polestine based upon the consent of both Arabs and Jews, snd that the Mandate
is no longer workable,”

On the same occasion the representative of the United States declared:

"Ho plen has ever been presented either here or in any other place which
would meet with the accept ance of both the Arads and the Jews. No such plan has
ever be:n presented and I do not believe that any such plen will ever be pre-
sented,

It is not 2 mere coincidence that agreement has not emerged from a long
period of trusteeship., The very fact that a third porty stood betueen Jews =nd
Arabs vhile the respective limits of Arab and Jewish independence were not finally
determined, created the conditions of perpetual discord. It is on axiom of the
Palestine question that political wuncertainty is the enemy of Arab~Jewish agree-
ment, The Arabs will seek no agreement until they are confronted with the Jews
as 2 pemanent and equal factor with vhich they have to come to tems., The Jews
will accept no position of subjection to the Arabs and will continually press on



-7-

towards independence. In abandoning a settlement which gave partial satis-
faction to the desire of each party for independence the United States has thus
set back the clock of Arsb-Jewish sgreements The temmination of the trusteeship
is made dependent on conditions which cen never mature as long as trusteeship
lasts. The unpopularity of trusteeship will be greatly increased in both com-
munities by the fact that it is of indefinite duration with no visible end in
viewe This has an obvious bearing on the question of enforcement.

Comment on Paragraph 4 (Jerusalem as Analogy)

The statute of Jerusalem was not bound in any way by the trusteechip
provisions of the Charter. IUs authors had complete freedom to detemine its
conditions according to the realities which confronted thems« Because it was
not based on the trusteeship provisions of the Charter, the Statute did not
have to be initiated by the Mandatory Power. It is difficult to see how the
anthors of a trusteeship agreement, bound as they are by the Oharter's specific
procedures and requirements, can be free to embody at will the features of the
Jerusalem Statute, Nor is 4% clear how o trusteeship agreement can legally be
initiated by the United States. This casual reference to the Statute of Jeruszlem
does not make it clear vhether or not the Statute wonld remain in force if a
trusteeship agreement were recommended by the General Assembly for the country
as a whole. The Statute of Jerusalem in eny case rests on the exceptional basis
thet the city's population.is called upon to let the city's universal association
have precedence over its civic and secular interests, This unique arrsngement
obviously provides no precedent or justification for establishing pemanent
foreign rule over the country as a2 wholes

Comment on Parasrzphs 3, 5 and 8 (Constitution)

These paragraphs contain the constitutional provisions of the projected
trusteeship, It is proposed that a new regime called the Government of Palestine
should be established forthwith in order to assume the "administrative, legis-
lative and judicial powers" which have either become inoperative during the
mandatory's disintegration, or were to have devolved automatically upon Jewish
and Arzb authorities, The Government is to ack in accordance with the principles
of Trusteeship as defined in the Charter, and with instructions from the Trustee-
ship Council which must in the nature of things be in confommity with those
principles, This may amount to en injunction to the Government to ignore or
suppress the rights of the Jewish people with respect to Palestine, since these
are not covered explicitly or implicitly in any of the Articles dealing with the
Trusteeship system. -

- The provision for a "democratically elected legislature"” is the gravest
feature of the entire proposal, and raises disquieting questions as to its
intentions, This provision sppears to involve the application of majority rule
to Palestine as a whole, and to ignore the dual character of its national com-
position, The most widely accepted principle in the Palestine question is the
irrelevence of fomal democracy, based on majority domination, to a country
composed of two separate nations vhich do not hold the ends of life in common
or agree on the central purposes of the state. In such conditions, to apply
democracy to the population as a whole is to deny it to the Jews entirely, by
subjecting them to minority status. The essence of the Palestine question lies
in the need to apply self-detemination not to a fictitious single entity, dut
to the two separate groups, so that each is free and sovereign within the widest
limits compatible with the freedom and sovereignty of the others The Royal Com-
mission, the Permanent Mandates Commission, the Anglo-American Committee, UNSCOP,
and the General Assembly have all emphatically rejected the application of a



wnitary majority principle to the constitution of Palestine. Its revivel here
illustrates the degree to vhich these propossls are cut adrift from =11 the
accumulated lessons of history and experience.

The position would be in no way improved if a Chamber based on parity were
set up alongside the Chamber based on "democracy" with a virtual power of veto.
The objectives most essential to the Jews all require authority for positive
action (ise, immigration, development, settlement). If one Chamber obstructs
these measures and the other reaches deadlock, the result is that those measures
are not anthorized. The noe® have it. Deadlock and a negative decision are
identicel with reference to any scheme of positive action. The constitutional
provisions of this proposel are thus a complete surrender to the Arab desire to
block all change and development required in the Jewieh interest.

The provision that the Govemor-General may have "to legistate by order"
in the almost certain contingency that the "lezislature could not be assembled"
emphasizes the dietatorial inplications of this propcsal. 4 CGovernor-General
placed betveen the cpposing pressures of Jews and Arabs end therefore tending
to yield to the strongest pressure and to the status quo, is an exact replica
of the conditions which led the Mandate to clieos and disorder,

Comment on Pararraph 7 (Enforcement)

Since neither the Arab nor the Jewish community seems inclined to help
impose a trusteeship upon itself, it is unlikely that the Governor-General will
be able to rely on locally recruited forces, It is clear therefore thot a heavy
and pemanent bturden of enforcement will fall upon such member States as may
voluntarily achere to the protocol envisaged for this purpose. This burden will
probebly not be less than that whieh the liemdatory Power has been called upon to
bear in circumstences very similar to those arising from this trusteeship proposal,
It vill certainly be a heavier burden than that involved in the implementation of
the General Assembly's Pesolution, which had elements of self-enforcement through
its militia provisions. Horeover, enforcement of the partition resolution would
only have been necessary until such time 2s the two States were fimly established
and functioning. In the trusteeship provosal, on the other hand, there is no end
of enforcement in sights The question arises whether member States who were
unwilling to use their forces to establish independence for Jews and Arabs within
authoritatively defined limits will now commit their forces to military mule "of
indefinite duration" for the puirpose of supnresting aspirations for independence
recently approved by the United Natlons, The scope and spirit of this enforce-
ment task are an ironical commentary on the plea that partition had %o be set
agide because it involved enforcement,

The problem of enforcement will be most acute in the monthe immediately
following May 15. The vhole basis for this plan therefore collapses unless it
can be shown capable of producing adequete forces by that date, The protocol
T will presumably be open for the adherence of member Ststes only when the General
Assexmbly has accepted the principle of a trusteeship regime. ZEven then it is
not clear whether the Genersl Assembly or the Trusteeship Council will antomati-
cally accept the services of any member States which choose to volunteer for
garticipa'bion in enfurcement. It is conceivable, for instance, that the Arad

tates may be the only states to adhere to the protocol. If their adherence
were accepted, the trusteeship would merely legalize the existing Arab invesion
of Palestine and future invasions contemplated.

It would be extravagzantly sanguine to expect that the procedure laid down
in Paragraph 7 will lead to the recruitmeut ond dispatch of forces within a



matter of weekss It is significent that no agreement between member States on
the use of armed forces in sccordance with Article 43 has been reached during |
three years of continuous nesotiations. It is a legitimate conclusion that this
plan contains no enforcement provisions likely to take effect from the date of
the termination of Mandate,

Oomment on Parsgrech 8 (Existing Arraugements)

The existing arrangements in Palestine insofar as they relate to centrel
governmentel machinery are repidly falling epart; and the only orderly procesces
of government on May 15 may ell be those orgnized by the Jevish State. The main
problem facing the Government of Falestine, even on the remote sssumption that it
could be called into existencq uy Key 15, would be thet of recepturing the
allegionce of the population from the Jewish and Arab authorities vhich now
commend it,

Comment on Pagegreh 9 (Immigration and Lend Settlemant)

The association of the Arad community in tie tosk of firing = basis for
Jewich imnigration and land purchase is a grave prejudice to the existing claims,
rights and position of the Jews. Under the Mendate there was a positive injunc-
tion to facilitate Jewish immizration and encourege close settlement ty Jews on
the land, irrespective of Arsb politicel consent. Under the Generel Assembly's
Resolution full control of immigration and land settlement wes conferred upon the
Jewish Provisional Council of Government for tae area under its jurisdiction. In
other vords there 1s an established intemationsl practice vhich denies any fomal
validity to the Arab desire to obstruct Jewigh immigration.

The provisions envigsaged for irmizration and land purchase are not specified
in this proposal. The scheme as a vhole, howeyer, would seem to determine that
those provisions will be meagre. In the first place, the constitutional provisions
of paragrarh 6 give predominence to the Ayabs in all legislotive and consultative
processess; and this alone must operate sgainst the authorization of any sub-
stantial immigration or lend purchase by Jews, In the gecond plece, mere fomsl
provisicns for immigration caon have no roal effect unleas there is a regime in
Palestine which is able to so shepe ecomumic and develorment policies as to
create conditions in vhich mass im:igration can be absorbed. Immdgration is
encouraged not by the mere issue of pemits, but by the opening up of econcmic
opportunities end facilities, This fact explairs the inseparable connection
between the concepts of Jewith statehood and Jeuieh immigration. Recent Pulestin-
ian  history proves that a government toin Indecisively between two pressures,
the one claiming and the other opposing immigration, cennot be the agent of a
progressive development policy., Still less can conditions favoursble to immi-
gration be created by 2 legislature vhose majority is concemed to moke immi-
gration impossible. Experience has conclusively proved to the Jeus that the
only effective gnarentee of continved and substantial Jewish immigration lies in
the placing of immigration and develoyment policies under Jewish control.

Comment on Paragraph 10 (Standard of Living)

The effort to peg dowm Palestine's standard of living end publie services
to that "which cen be supported by the resources of Palestine" is particularly
remarkable at a time when sixteen countries in Europe have been declered as unable
to subsist on their own resources, Palestine's budgetary independence and re-
labtively high stendard of living derive largely froem the interecst of world Jewry
in the development of an expanding society in Pelectine. The vhole trend of the
present proposal is to withdraw recogniticn of thet interest and therety impoverich
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CSonnent on Parogreph 14 (Imunity of Holy Fleces)
i ’&amml conteined in the General Ascembly's Resolution for the
~ protection of fhe Holy Places and the assuramce of free access are now likely
to be vioclated through the failure of the United Nntions to asnume its respom:
bilities in Jerusalem. It would be more fruitful at this stage to provide for
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texts of a nev agreement, :
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STATEMENT OF SIR CARL BERENDSEN, DELEGATE OF NEW ZEALAND,
BEFORE THE POLITICAL AND SECURITY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSRIELY
OF THE UNITED NATIONS, APRIL 20, 1948

It is a sombre, indeed a tragic, occasion which has led to this meeting,
and it is a heavy responsitility that falls upon each and every delegate in
this Chember. The occasion calls for the most complete integrity of thought
and actlion, and it ig clearly the duty, as well es the right, of every GCovern—
ment represented here to express its thoughts on the incredible and shocking
situation that has developed. It is a time for plain speaking, and I am sure
that none of my colleagues will $ake offerce if I do, in fact speak plainly.

The problem with vhich the Assembly was cnlied upon to deal last November
was admitted by all to be most difficult end intractables The situation as it
presented itself then wes the cumulative result of a long series of events stem-
ming perhaps fram the dim ages of the past, tut for most practical purposes
originating in the Balfour Declaration of 1917, That document like = most
regrettably like — the vast majority of international documents, is not notable
for clarity or definition., 211, T think, agree that it is open to more than
one construction, and the exact intent of its meening has been a matter of re-
peated and lengthy debate and discussion in the ensuing years. Nor indeed have
those portions of its intemnt, which are common ground to sll, been free from
dissent from its very inception. T have no intention of entering into any
analysis of what the Balfour Declarztion did mean or wvhat was the ethiczl basis
even for that portion of its imtent upon which &ll pgree, as a minimmm, it must
mean, ZEven that aspect is perhaps beside the points The Mandate over Pelestine
was entrusted to the United Kingdom -~ with the definite approval of meny of
those nations represented here — and for a very lengthy period the British
have been administering that serritory with what any impartisl observer must
agree has been a commendable degree of material success, and certainly at all
times with the highest motives and intentions. But it may well have been that
throughout the whole of that pericd they have been attempting to reconcile the
irreconciliable, that the conflicting rights and interests in that Holy but
unkappy land - of the Arabs on the one side end the Jews on the other — were
not at eny time capable of accepteble compromise. From time to time Dlood has
been shed in the course of this long and acrimonious dispute, and I would remind
my colleagues of vhat I fear many of them are too often inclined to forget, that
on very many occasions the blood that has been spilt hes been the blood, not of
the two principal contestants in this unhappy querrel, bdut British blood, the
blood of those who were, as trustees for humanity, endeavouring to carry out a
thenklese and perhaps impossible task. Finally, the Britich decided that they
could no longer bear this burden, that the problem had become, if it had not
alvays been, an intemational problem, that not only wes it unfolr that the
burden and the odium of this task should fall upon the British alone while
others at all times heve felt free to offer advice and criticiem from the side-
lines without, of course, shouldering any portion of the responsibdility for
themselves, but also because of this factor, that the UK, having devoted its
all to the prosecution of that great war for liberty, justice, peace znd order
wvhich has just concluded, had found itself as the result, as the direct result,
of its efforts during thet conflict in a position of great difficulty. I think
no one will disagree that Britzain's temporary weakness —- becsuse, believe me,
1t is temporary enly -- and the sacrifices ia bdlood, in treasure end in repute
that ehe has been called upon to make in this thankless and perhaps impossible
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task, proved to dbe too much and the United Kingdom, as you know, last year an—-
nounced its intention of relinquishing the mandste and laying the whole matter
before the Unitod Nations where, as a world problem, it unquestionably belongs.

I em not cne of those vho believe that the UK has deserved the criticlem
it has received for its administration of the Mandate. I am not about to sugzest
that every step that the British have taken on the matter in Pale stine has been
vise or well-considered. But I do assert that what they have done from the in-
cention of the Mandete until they were forced to the conclusion that the prodlem
was beyond them, and laid the gunestion before the United Nations, they have done
with the highest motives, and that no other state represented here, even had it
been willing (vhich it vas not) to accept these obligations, would, or indeed
could, have done eny better in the circumstances as they existed.

But last year Britain agreed that Britein had failed, and the United Natioms,
in Special Assembly, undertook the responsibility of finding a solutions You all
know vhat happened. After very lengthy debate a Special Committee of the Assembly
vas sent to Pulestine. It conducted exhaustive enmguiries and on its retum
produced a report to the Assembly which I have no hesitation in characterising
as a model of moderate and constractive thought.

The views of this Special Committee -- znd other views -- vere considered
at very great length at the General Assembly meeting in September, and after most
careful consideration, end after hearing the representatives of both partiee
principally concemed in this tragic conflict of rights, the Assembly decided,
by the requisite majority of two-thirds, that the course which appeared to offer
the best chance of success in the cl rcumstances was that of partition with econcmic
union. Let me repeat that this was decided after the most lensthy and anxious
consideration, and let me repeat thet it was azreed o, that it was supported,
ty the requisite majority of the members of this bdody. Allow me to read the list
of those delegations who placed themselves affimatively on record as supporting
the proposal for partition with economic union. They were as follows3

Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Byelorussia, Conada, Oosta Rica,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, France, Guatemsla,
Haiti, Iceland, Liberia, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Norway, Panema, Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Sweden, the Ukraine,
South Africa, the Soviet Union, the United States, Uruguay and Venezuelas

That, then, was the considered decision in November last, the considered
decision of the Town Meeting of the World, the exprestion of the conscience of
this forum of the nations of the vorld, in a most esmest effort to solve this
tragic problem,

Now I do not think that any delegation vhich voted in favor of this decision
felt that partition vas a perfect sclution. I think most people were of the
opinion that the problem was susceptidle of no perfect solution, that =ny decision
at all must inevitadly be the cause of injustice and herdship to very meny =~
thousands of w rvhy people, and that the best that could be done, and the least
that should be done, was to decide upon that solution which offered the least
injustice, the least departure’ from principle and the least practical difficulties
in the circumstances as they had arisen during the course of the past thirty years.

The New Zealand Government believed then that partition was the best solution,
and it believes the same thing today. It is our view that the Assembly decided
to do the right thing in the wrong way, and I am not expressing that view only
now, with the all the advantages of hind sight. On behalf of my delegation and



—3-

my Governmeut, I expressed the same view when the matter was being considered
last November, and if my colleazues will do me the honor of recollecting or
reading vhat I said then, ther will find that throughout the whole cource of
the discussion the New Zealand delegation took the view that while partition
with economic union was the best course to adopt, nevertheless if the Ascembly
assumed the right -~ as we believed it should -- to divide that country into

a Jewigh state and an Arab state, the Ascembly must at the some tine nssume

the duty of ensuring an orderly and peaceful implenentation of thot decision.
And up to the very last moment I exnressed New Zesland's grave and anxious
apprehensions as to the efficacy of partition without enforcement and callied —
unherpily without avail —— on the membders of the United Netions and particularly
the Great Fovers, to face this question of enforcement. Up to the wvery laost
moment. I asked wvhether the Assembly was prevared to gemble with the lives of
innocent people in Palestine. The appeal fell on deaf ears. You were prepared
so to gamble; 'we did gemble and we losts, But we do not pay. You know today
vho is paying:. The gembler's loss is being paid by the people of Palestine; it
is being paid in part by British boys dying ot their post of duty, tut for a much
greater part it is being paid, and will continue to be paid, by the people of
Palestine, be they imnocent or guilty, be they Arad or Jew. And the situstion
that has arisen today, incredidle and dsgraceful to us as it is, vas, to any
one who faced the facts and vho vas not deaf and btlind, as clear =nd as obvious
and as inevitable as nizht Tfollowing dey. They were meny in November vho pro-
fessed to believe -- they vill allow me to adoubt whether they did believe —
thet enforcement wonld mot be necessary. Thet is en order of simplicity vhich
is quite bteyond my comprehension, end if there were such as dd in fact believe
this to be 2 possibility then they must certainly have pald no heed to the
protests and waminzs of our Arab colleaznes. Nobody who heard thece debates
as I have heard them could fail to te impressed with the wamth end the emotion
end the conviction with whidh the representatives of the Arsb stctes expoumded
their cause and warmed the Assembly of the conseguences. Nobody could have
failed to realize the justice of much of what the Arabs represented to use
Nobody doubted that vhatever decision was arrived at in connection wvith the
Palestinian problem it would inevitably bBrinz sgme degree of hardship, some

degzee of injustice to a substantial number of peonle, - The pzoblem, I repeat,
was susCeptible of no perfect solution, But 1f there were in this yoom any vho
believed that the partitfon of Falestine could be accomplished peacefully and
with good will on all sides and without enforcement, then I must sny that that
is a degree of naivete which did them little credit. But of course, in human
affalrs, there is always an inclination to hope, which in tumn leads to a belief,
that 211 will be vell. Quite often it is-well, but it is seldom well unless some-
body is vorking hard and wvith careful forethought to ensure that it is so. &nd
the Assembly's solution could have been effective had we taken the necessary
stepe to ensure that it was.

There were others last November vho, aporehensive, and justly spprehensive,
that this great, and it wes hoped, final attempt, to solve the Palectinian
yroblem could not be carried out without force, were nevertheless content to
believe that that force had in fact becn provided, Those who enswered New
Zealand's rereated appeals for means of implementation told ns of two sources
of enforceement power vhich, by implication, they suggested were adequate. We
were told in the first place that there was to be an Arab militia and a Jewish
militia and that these two militias would beé able to keep orders Vell, that
again shows en corder of simplicity which is guite beyond my comprehension, znd
I pass that over for vhat it is worth, And finally, we were told that there
was alwvays the Security Council vhich would see to enforcement., Well, all that
one needs to say in this connection is to ask delegntes to rezard the situation
as it exiets today and the steps that the Security Council has found itself sble
to takee
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I repeat that the Assemdly in its November decision did the right thing,
but by reason of its failure to provide for implementation, it did the riat
thing in the wrong wey, and because of our error then, as the result of our
error then, we have the situation today. The result of our error is desth,
blopdshed, murder, outrage and agony in Palestine. The result of our error
then i s a grave risk that the Assembly of the United Nations, is in serious
and humiliating danger of losing the public confidence upon vhich its authority
in the last resort depends, We kave today, therefore, an additional probdlenm,
not oaly how to do juatice to both Jew and Arsb, but how to avoid wrecking the
authority end the influeunce of the Assemblys I say to you that nelther this
organization nor indedd any of its members can hope to give to the world the
lead of which the world 1s so sorely in need, unless that lead is steady and
consistent, unless the course that is set yesterday is the course that is
followed steadily today and tomorrow. The altermative 1s inevitable confusion
and diemay,

I am far from suggesting that where @lrcumstonces have altered policies
must remain immutable, btut the submission of the New Zemland delegation is this,
thet 1f partition with econcmic union wae right in November, it is rizht today,
end indeed, I have heard no loglesl suszestion to the contrary, The circum-
stances have not changed in the slightest. The only mew factor that has arisen
in respect of Palestine since the matter was so carefully considered and decided
in November is a detestable series of murders and outrages in Palestine, 4And by
both sides, for there is no one vho can defend or explain or excuse the violence
for which it seems clear certain sections of the Jevish community have been
responsible, any more than it is poscidle to defend or explain or excuse the
violence for vhich certain sectims of the Arab community have been responsible,
Both cell for the strongest censure, the utmost detestation; both cs11 for
repression by lawful force. And if an atiempt is made, as in logic no doubt it
can be made to drav a distinction between Jewish activities as intended on the
whole to support the decision of the United Nations in favor of partition, while
the activities on the side of the Arabs are intended to destroy that decision,

I say that an cutrage is an outrage, and a murder is a murder, and it is our
plain and obvious duty to see to it that outrages and murders are stoppedc

And we are, I sutmit, clearly bound to ask ourselves, what, if anything we
have done to further the objectives which we lald down last November, and to
counter the opposition which we all Ikmew would, and vhich in fact did, arise. I
fear the answer is nothing, It is certalnly very little, despite the earnest
efforts of the Commission, and much quite obviously has been done with the con=
trary object.

It is now suggested, as I understand it, though the proposal is far from
clear in some of its imnlications, and the varions statements that have been
made do not ailways appear to me to have been consistent, that because of this
series of murders and outrages partition at this state has become impossible.

I say to you not only that these abominable incidents should have been foreseen
and prevented, but that to put them forward as a reason for abandoning the
decision arrived at after most careful snd anxions consideration only a2 few
months ago seems to the Tew Zezland delegation to be a most fantastic distortion
of logical thought., If, indeed, the considered decision of the Generzl Assembly
is to be stultified, to be deferted by the application of illegel and repre-
hengible violence, if the Assembly allows its decision to be abandaned because it ic
challenged and opposed by force, then the Assembdly will be taking upon itself

2 respunslbility which will bear tragic fruit for many generations to comes

But one is entitled to ask how is the Assembly to zo about it to provide
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force 4f force is necessary, as of course it is. I will not content myself by
saying, as I an fully eatitled to say, that force should have been provided last
Hovember, but I would venture very gravely to doibt whether the foice thaf woni’
be required to implement trustceship would be any less than the force ot would
be required to impiement partition. And if the members of the United Hations
chould be willing each to take its proporticnate part in enforcing a decision
of the United lations in respect of a trusteeship for Falestine, those mewbers
should, on any lozicel basls, equally bde willing to provide their proportiouate
ghare of a United Nations force to inplement the decision to which it pledged
itselsl lest November,

That is the policy which the New Zealand Govemment has instructed me to
support at this meeting. Ve still believe that, with 8ll its defects, however
imperfect we may all agree that solut is, the decision of lest Wovember is
nevertheless the best soluiion thnt g};mn*im offers. ‘lfa baslieve that,

14, undeterred by lawless violence,
_9 ﬂ ‘sction of the members of the

United Notions. Bhal ot ' "

And I cmmwmamu :mm W to 'aﬁav' erious thouzht,
before they obandon their decision of primcinle as the éirect result of out-
rages end murders which ﬁtﬂ well hm eh foreseen and *h’ﬁe&. I believe,
were foresesn before that decision was made. I cali upon my colleagues in this
Assesbly to take thought, careful thovzht, before they strike thot tregic, per-
haps irreparable to_the, United Feidons, et would ﬂﬁﬂm in capitula-

low to :
tion by the world to threats ard ylolence. 1t is the old, old nroblem which
the League of Ystions was not pr@am& to face, and Which the Unit ed Wations
has not yet shown itself ready to flca. whether we can hove to preserve peace
end order in the world hy wordse a]ﬂs. We cennot, mmé enybody who ceatends
to the contrary is not facing the facts, There is mo place now for wishful
thiniting. Vhile the Few Eéﬁmﬁ ‘delegation will eontinue to support the
enforcement of partition through the Join actioR of £11 members of the United
Nations, we shall nevertheless join.in the consicerntion of eny proposal which
offers prospects of ending the strife in Palestine and achleving a just settle-
ment between the Jews and the Arsbs within a reasonable period, And if it is
found pogsible to achieve a truce between the conteuding parties on Jjust amd
Teasonable tems, I nced not &dd how warmly such, & Cevelogment would be wel-
comed by the New Zealand Gove"nuant.

But here is a testecasge,znd be.'!_m me, the fature of this orgenization and
the future of the world may imcdeed deperd upon the vay in which it is decided.
What the world needs today £s not recolutions, it is resolution. And it is the
most eumeat hope of the New Zezland Government that the ZLssemoly 1dll adhere
to the principles it accepted last Hovember, and show that resciution vhich the
situation demands. Ve must not, we dare not, add to the irresponeilility of
our Novenber decision for partition withoat erforcement, thé further and final
irresponsibility of a surrender to illezel force.

¥ill you allow me to conclude by commendin
g to your attention one of the
Tules laid down by a very great American for the conduct of his 1ife, = rule
ﬁiﬁi;:a? t;uedfo;ntgira organization as it is true for sny nation or any
enjem en'zlin said "Rasolve to perfom what you ouzht; perf
without fail what you resolve.” ¥ 2 S3at



STATAMENT OF DR. ABSA HILLEL SILVER BEFORS TR POLITICAL COMiIT(EE,
SECCND SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENZRAL, ASSEMRLY,
APRIL 22, 19

- Mr, Chaiman and Members of the Political Committee: I am profoundly
grateful for the privilege vhich has been extended to the Jewish £gency for
Palestine to participate in these discussions. I had the honor to represent
vhe Jewish Agency for Palestine at the first Special Session of the General °
Agsenbly of the United Nations just a year agzos. It was in hizh hope and con-
fidence that we appeared before the Assembly at that time. We are frank to
acknowledge to a sense of bewildemment which we experience todsy when we appear
before the Second Special Session which is considering not the consumnation of
a2 work which was so nobly begun a year azo, but ominous proposals aimed at
reversing a course cf action which had been thoughtfully and courageously pur-
sued.

A varlety of explanations have been given by those who are responsible for
convoking this Special Assembly. #n elr of unreality pervades all these ex-
planations. It i{s meintained that the past few months heve demonstrated that
‘the plan which was adopted last November conld-not be implemented by peaceful
means and that, therefore, & new solution must be found. 'This argument has been
fully met by the spokeemen of several delegations who have expressed themselves
here, notzbly by the very incicive and eloguent statement of the distinguished
representative of New Zealand. I have very little to add to vhat has already
been said in this regard except to point out that the spokesmen of the United
States Delegation, Ambagsador Horschel V. Joknson, in his first statement before
the Ad Hoc Commit tee on the Palestinian Question, on Oetober 10, 1947, declared
that the problem of intemeal lav and order.during the transition period "might
require the establishment of a special cunstabulary police force recruited on a
volunteer basis by the United Nations." It was gererally understood that some
dezree of force would be necesssry in view of the repested assertions by spokes-
men of Arab countries that they would resist by wiolence any plen not to their
lilking which might bte adopted oy the United Nations., In spite of these repeated
threats and in full realization of the possible conseouences of thelr action the
members of the United Nations overvhelmingly adopted the partition plan. They
adort ed it because they had conie to reslize that it was the most practical and
feasible plen which could be worked out and vhich came closes to doing substential
Justice to both peoples of Palestine. The Ascembly assumed, as it had every
right to assume under the terms of the Cherter, that the Security Council would
discharge its responsitilities end would mtilize all its powers to prevent a
breach of the peace end ensble the authorized agencies of the United Nations
to carry out their functions in the implementation of the Assembly resolution.

It was further assumed that the Mendatory wonld, in the interim period,
maintain law and order, more especislly since it insisted that that responsi-
giléty belonged exclusively to the Mandatory Power until the termination of the

andast e,

It was also assumed that, in accordance with the provisions of the plan,
there would be established armed militias, recruited from the local populations,
which would, in due course, take over responsibility for public secarity in their
respe ctive states.

But the Security Council failed lementably to carry out its respongibilities,
It refused to detemine that a bresch of the pesce existed in the country despite
the report suhmitted to it by the United Nations Pelestine Commission, which
declared: "Powerful Arab interests, both inside and outside Palestine, are
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defying the Resolution of the General Agsembly and are engazed in a deliberate
effort to alter by force the setilement envisaged therein." The Security Council
walked awey from its clear and bounden responsibilitys

The Mandatory Powver not only refused to cooperate in the implementation
of the scheme but feailed utieriy to discharge its elementary duty to maintain
law and order in the country, & duty vhich it repeatedly refured to share. One
need but read the report of the United Nations Palestine Commission subtmitted
to this Assembly to realize the extent to vhich the refusel of the Handatory
Pover to coopercte has obstructed the plan and has rendered the execution of the
Commiscion's task so difficult. e should aslso like to c2ll the attention of
this Committee to the Memorandum vhich the Jevish Azency for Palestine submitted
to the United Nations Palestine Cormission on February 21st on the subject of
¥British Policy in Palestine since the Adoption of the Cenersl Assembly Resolu~
tion," vhich records the story of the Méndatory's egregzious failures to preserve
public order, to maintain the security of the roads, end to guerd the frontiers
against the incursion of amed bands from the nelishboring commtries bent upon
aggressions '

Nor were the militias allowed to be established. The Jews of Palestine
vere prepared from the ontset to provide the mecessary mampower for the preserva-
tion of the public security end for the faithful execution of the decision of the
United Nations., But every conceivable obstacle was placed in their way. Such
forces as they had were denied legal status and indispensable equipment. Para-
doxically, in their efforts to protect the population and to earry out the
mandate of the United Nations, they were compelled to g0 underzround.

There is, therefore, no ground yhatever for the assertion thot the plen of
partition had to be szbandoned beceuse it was unworkoble or because it could not be
peacefully implemented, The $ruth is that the sgeneles which were relied upon to
ensure the security of the country either failed to cooperate or were provented
from cooperation.

Another explanation vhich is put forward for 2bandoning the resolution of
last November is the sssertion that the Security Council refused to accept the
request which was addressed to it by the General Agsembly on the 29th of
November, It is maintained that the United States had offered a Resolution
at the Security Council "to accept, sndbject to the anuthority of the Security
Council under the Charter the requests addrocsed by the General Assembly to
it in paragraphs (a) (b) and (c) of the General Assembly Resolution of November
29, 1947," If accepted, this resolution would have plsced the Security Uouncil
behind the plan of partition with economic union, but "this United States proposal
faeiled to receive the necessary support in the vote which took place on March

5th", end accordingly the partition plen was rejected by the Security Cowmcil.

The record of the meeting of March 5th, however, shows that no such re-
Jection of the partition plan was intended by the Security Councile. Members
of the Council refrsined from voting on paregraph 1 of the United States resolu~
Sior-until the pemanent members of the Security Council, after the consultations
called for by the resolution, hod indicated clezrly the steps vhich they were
prepared to recommend to ths Security Council as a whole to back up the resolutiom
of the Assembly. I call particular attention to the statement which was mzde gn
that occasion by the distinguished representative of France, who declared: "ihe
representative of Belgium has explained that his cmendment does not imply, in eny
wey, that the Security Council does not accept the recommendation of the Generzl
dssembly, However, under the Belgian emendument, we reserve a decision upon the
substance of the question until the proposed committee (of the pemanent members)
has made the investigations which are necessary."
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Iikeiise, the representative of Canada declared that "the Canadlan delegation
wiil support the Belgiazn esmendment as we believe that acceptance of the first
paregrep: of the United States draft resolution should be postponed until the
five permanent members of the Security Council have had an opportudity %o comsali
ondznother and the parties directly concemed and, in particular; to sotisfy
themsclves and vs that the possitilities of progress through concllintion have
in fact been exhausted,”

The resolution vhich was finally adonted by the Security Comecil clearly
called on the pemanent members of the Couneil "to consult and to infum the
Security Council regarding the situation with resrsct to Pelestine cnd %o make,
as the result of such consultations, recommendctions to it regarding the guidmce-
and instiuctions which the Bouncil might usefnlly give to the Polestine Comnizsion
with = wiey of implementi olution of the General Agsembly,V

It is therefore clear that the i‘ailum of the Security@ouncil to adopt the
first part of the Amerisan ve tion on ifurch Eth wes not a yejection of the plan
of partition, On the contrary, the effir ve zction talen ’b the Council on
thet day 1ndicatd. un zntmtglun i‘.@ nunsim !aioréblx a conerete program with a

Actually, in the dtncuss,lﬂnt which mo& aumg the Mg'gowera, no serious
consideration was div«l to any measures, not even those of mﬂw—mliham character
vhich could heve been token by the Security cfumu. ond yhich misht still be
taken, No gerious effort was mzde to determine whether a threat to the peace
had actually developed in Falestine end what acti.on giaguld be tolten by the

Sacm:lty Council to meet that threst.

At one of the meetings of the pameht merbers of the Becurity Comncil the
representatives of the Jewlsh Ageney presented a nine-point progrim for the
implementation of the Assembly's resolution without recourse to en intemational
forces The program which we sulmitted was as. follows. The Security Couneil was:

"l. To assume the responsibilities asaigned to 4t 4n the Genersl Aseemdly's
plan for implementation,

"2, To detemine mny athenpt %o clter'ty force the Ascenblyls resolution ss
a 'threat 1o the peace, breach of the peace or et of sggression,?

"3. To determine thdt a threat to the peace does exist in view of actions
by certain Arab Govemmnments,

"4, To cell upon &rab member states to stop recruiting and orgenizing armed
forces to resist the Assembly's resolution, and to withdraw their pationals al-
ready sent for this purpose:

"5s To call upon &rab States to stop their warlike prupaganda end ineitement
contrary) to the unanimous resolution of Assembly against wamongering (October
12, 1947),

"6« To call upon Mendatory Power to prevent the entry of unauthorized forelen
forces and to expel those al ready in Palestine.

"7 To instruct the Palestine Commiseion to proceed with 211 speed with all
phases of implementation, with special priority to the establishment of Provisional
Councils of Government and the organization and equipment-of militias,
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"g, To call upon Member States to offer sms to parties cooperating with
the Ihi;ed Fetione resolution end to with~hold them from those defying 1t,

W9, To empower the Palestine Commission to take all steps wiich may assist
in the mecintenance of peace in Jerusalem.”

None of these propossls was ected upon, nor is the Jewish Agency sware that
they were ever discussed.

Ye cre driven to the conclusion that the decision to thrust aside the
Agsembly’s resolution and substitute some other plan was arrived at long before
the Security Council met to consider the matter.

Mr, Chafman, the besic fects in the sitvation are terrifyingly simple.
The Axebs proceeded %o carry out the threst which they haé ncde at the sessions
of the Assembly last Novenber.  They resorted to mod violence frem within
Palestine ond orgenized invasioa forces from vi’;f;ml:; th ih:hf&ge ;ﬁi:iﬂoﬂg

of violence and orgsnized agzression to slSer by Force tne ds
iﬁ:sﬁgitedoxati.@:nﬁ;b "%%w uneil 'f:‘:w rod and reatels Confronted
by defiance, it cgpituluteds '

It is now proposed to afopt ancther plan, shich seeauingly would not meet
with resistence on the part of tie ixevss In other words, it 1s now proposed
that the United Nations as & whole shail cepitalate. Thie is the reel meaning
of the new proposel to substitute trusteeshin for pertition, It is designed
to appecss violence end roverd aggression. It sweeps aside all conslderations
of equity and law. 1t sacrifices the resulis of collective judgment end con-
structive statesmenship £o Serrorization, But for all this the world does not
need a Taited Netions. Tails propescl sumsons defore the tar of this high
tribunal the victim of aggression and exacts from hin a penalty for loyal com=
pliance with its decisions L

£11 of us here, I sm su“e, must realize €hat this is not a now or wmique
experience in intemational affairs, en erperience vhich has bdrought so much
sorrow and calamity to our worlde The distinguiched representative of China
mist surely reczll tho year 18372 when' the big powers prevented the League of
Nations from taking collectlve acticn to cefend his country szainst shameless
end wenton aggression, He, tnd £11 of us, ars swvare of the treglc consequences,
not alone for the League of Nationg, but for the whole world, which resulted
from that sct of grove moral abéication-

- So also rvst our distinguishad friend frem Bthiopla recall the year 1936
vhen the head of his State, standing before the Lecgue of Netions, nobly but
vainly appealed to the conscience of manl-ind to arrest the drutal agsression of
an arrogant dictator bringing death and ruin to his comtry. Then, toc, the grect
povers refused to pormit effective sanctions to be imposed upon the egsressor,
who, not long thereaiter, helped to plunge the vhole world into the abyse of war,

Nor, I am gure, has enyone forzotten Munichl

Is it not clear that this intemnational conmunity is now in denger of repeat~
ing the trag'.c mistales of the past few years? Is it not evideat thet world-wide
dlsillusionment, ceused by such a moral defeat and tankruptoy of principle, is
&7 now corroding the foundations of this great institution vpun which suéh high
hopsee of nsuking are centercd?

Mr, Choiman, the Jewish Agency has subnitted to the United Nations Palestine
Commission end to the Security Council two memorsnda on Acts of Arab Azgressions
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It is necdless here to review the facts therein recounted. They ere largely

a8 mattor of public knowledgee Suffice it to call attention to tho summnry
statemont c¢f the Palestine Commission itself, which declnred: "Amed Arcd trnds
from neighboring Arab States have infiltrated into the territoiy of Palestine
end together with ‘local Arad forces are @efeating the purposes of the resolution
by actz of violence,"

Seated around this iable arec reprosentatives of Areb Stotes whose govern-
ments pledged themselves to obzerve the letter ond the spirit of the Chartor
and who have, by their own admissions, enlled for violent rcsistaunce to the
decision of the United Nations, amed and ogripped bands of their nntionals
who proceeded to cross the frontiers into Palestine to carry death and destruc-
tion to the inhabitants of that country, They are at this vory moment preparing
for even larger military action upon the temingtion of the mendate, if not
8000C0T:

This clearly !n not merely non=acceptance of o Conoral Agsemdly recommendes
tione This is brazen ond tmghau vielntion of the United Nations Charter,
which calls upon its nnn’har states to refrain fm the threat or the use of force
in intemational rolatima.

The representatives of these lmﬂ‘&. '@o m flrunted the United Nations,
are here today counseling tais i inSernati mal %ngmlmtim. whose outaority ond
prestigo they have trampled underfoot, to samction ﬂtdr ggression and to reward
their violence by repudinting a decision which hod verwhel adort ed
rnd to substitute for it o solatisn whieh would be entirely accepicble to them,
This indeod is an incredible apectacle — astourding, sinister, cminouse

Undoubtedly the Arab States have been emboldencd £o embark upen this career
of violence and aggression by the cttitude of the Mendatory Power snd by the
temporizing and vacillation of other powers sio havé special intorests in that
pert of the worlde Bo far =5 the Mmmdetory Power is concerned, the measure of
its responsibil’ty for wint has Branspired in Pglestine since November 29th is
fully irdicated in the report which was subnitted by the United Nations Palestine
Comnission to this Assémiblys We do not wish to enlarge upon the record or to
engage in further recrininaticns. Thore is but one urgent request which we
would address to the Mandatory on the eve of its departure fron Pelestines It
is & reguost, I an sure, in which the memters of the United Nations would wish
to join; that its &opnrt.:.re fron’ Pedestine ehould to attondod with a minimun
of dsorganization, and that it showld 8% furthor contribute to tho chacs and
dostruction to which that country is cxpoeod. Above ¢ll, we request that it
should not nole avollable the necans of aggrcssion - sius nnd nilitaxy equipnent
- to the aggressor stotes, and that it should renove the Biitish led, trained
end Pinanced Arab Legion from Palestine and cnsure ite non-intervention in the
affairs of Polestine in the futures Eaving been unwillirg to inplencnt the
decisim of the United Netions, it should at lesst refrain fron abetting, however
indirectly, the tragic conflict in the country.

4s to the new pmosal for Prlestine which has boen suggested by the United
Btates Delegatim, we should like to mcke the following observeationss It is too
late in the dgy to impose a trusteeship on the peoples of Polesbines They have
lived under the tutalage of trusteosiip for a quarter of a centurys They fretied
ﬂr{it. They now seck their indopendences Thay are entitled to it. Thoy will
-

The apparent receptiveness of sone Arad spokesnen to the suggestion of truse
teechip should be discounted as a purely tactical mancuyer to defcat partition,
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It is that md nothing else. The Archs have always been opposed to any nandate
or trusteeship. They have always insisted on an independent and wnitary Arad
stato in Palectine which would consign the Jewish population to the position of n
pemanent ninority.

They have uncanrronisingly rejected the Royal Comnmlssion proposals, ike
Partition Comission proposals, the White Paper of 1939, the Anzlo-Snericem
Connittee’s proposals, the Morrison (federal) Plan, the Bevin (rovincial
autonony) Flan, the Majority Report of UNSCOP, the Minority Report of UNSCOP
and the Resolution of the General Assenblys.

It is vain o0 assune tha%t another short period of trusteeship will achicve
an agrect sattleament for Palestine which a quarter of a century of trusteeship
failod %o achieve, Thore are two scparate and Gistinct pooples living in Pales-

" tine, each having its own national aspi.@ﬁq: 8, ita distinetive character,
religious, cultural, linguistic. ZEach peo™le: wishes to be naster in its own
hone, in contrel of its own destiny. Ton yoors ¢ > the B ,.tﬂ. Oomnission, which
nade a thorough study of the I e problen o likowise recomnended
partition cs n solution, declureds 'nn ngﬁ;‘m pian citizenship
has any movsl nmemiing is & nischievous pretensa.’ ¥
senso of sorvice tO\ a liﬂglﬁ mﬁa e &) . al wvall
ing the political unity of Palestine at t.b.@pqnﬁ 0% perpetual hatreds” The
United Nations fully reelized these siupla end incemtrovertidle facts, and
accordingly resolved to recognize the independence mnd freedom of both peorles
by establishing two sovercign states which were to ba linked for mubunl bemefit
in oconomic wnion, Thore is no better soluticm poseible, FPostponing this
solution for a fow more years $hrough the Yeimnoeition of a trusteeship would
only exacerbate the eituation amé proleng the present agony. After encther
pe'd.od of strife snd bloodshed, the United .Iatlm wotld be compelled inexorebly

to roturn to the partitiocn soiuiich.

The proponents of this new p:raposal lmva achmv!adged thot trustecship will
require a cameideroble mepsure of Torees IZ force nust de used to inpose
trusteeship, which aénittedly is not 2 pen:!ment and final solution, ond settlces
nothing, why, in 2ll ronsony should it not be used to enforce a decision which
has alrendy been arrived ot by the United Nations after o most careful ond
thorough~going investigation of the vhole subjoct and eftor taking full account
of all proposcls which have, throuzh a peri 4 of nany years, beca offored for
the solution of the Polestine probien?

The Jews of Prlestine have clrendy mnounced thelr ungualified rojoction of
any trusteesiip plan. The Jewish noonle reluctantly cceerted the portition
decision of last November which involved the sacrifice of one-half of the terri-
tory of the Jewish Katicnal Home for the sake of achieving indopendence and
statehood, Their independence was in fact recogmized by that act of the Tnited
Nationse Thoy have proceeded to organize their notional life on tho besis of
that decision. It represents for them the consumation of centurles of national
aspiration and strugzle. They will not now surrender it for a settlement which
deprives then of that very indepenience which they at last achioved, vhother it
is done under the guise of trusteeship or any other gnise. For shonld the United
Hations make this cruel demand of a people to which, less than five nontks ago,
it declared in effect: We recoznize your histode right to redbuild the Jewish
Stt:ta in mcient Judea and we shall assist you in every way to g¢stablish that
state.

The United Nations Pnlestine Commission may find it difficult to carry out
its responsibllities, There are thosc who would have it sucpend its activities,
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The Jewish peorle of Palestine, however, cannot -~ will not —— suspenc its
activities on behalf of the Jewish State, hovever difficult 4t moy prove. IFor
them, this is the mandate of their historic destiny. For thom there is no
altemative.

Kr. Chaimran, we wonder how far it is realized by the disiingviched rero-
sentatives here assembled to what a large extent partition has alrezdy become
a political and economic reslity in Palestine. A large degree of political,
econcmic and social separation has existed between Arabs and Jews in Falestine
for years. The United Yations Special Committee and later the Genciral Assembly
recognized this separation, Since November 29, this process of partition has
been greatly accelerated. It owss its acceleration not only to the incentive
of the Assambly's resolution, but also to tho rapid disintegration of the
central mandatory regime and the creation of a vocum in authoritye The virtual
partition now developing in Palestine hes both a functional snd 2 territorial
aspecte The Jewish community of Falestine is alrendy exorciging unchallenged
authority in namy of the most imporbent Uremchcs of publie astivitys In matters
of defense, the Jows are entirely autonomous and self-dependent. Their military
organizetion alone is remai’bl:h for the defenge of the caamunity, both urben
:-nd rural, and {s ropldly assuring the stﬂotm md spirit of a regular military

OrCee

In seme parts of the country, the #ﬂiﬂt nilit ary wm exercises adninis-
trative functions as well. Thus the area of the Nogev {lﬂi‘hﬂm Palestine) con-
toined within the arca of the Jevish State dopends entirely for its services on
the facilities provided by the Jmwish corriand of that area, In Tel iviv,
Jerusalen, throughout the coastsl plain end 4n other areas, the security instruc-
tiong issued by Jewish nilitary Gman&ers @are accepted by the population.

There are meny essential aerviceain whinh the Jows have always exercised
pertial autonomy and which are now becening inereasingly centralized under
Joevish control. The health, education end social services in the Jewish con-
munity depend entirely on Jewish fesources asd adminisdrations

The Jevish centrel authority has alrcady begun to collect taxes from the
Jewlsh commmity. Jewiech eivil servamts in the Mandatory adninistration are
respongive to the 1nstmct1<ma of the ,Iw;,sh Agency with regard to their plans
for remaining at their posis or cthorvise.

The Jewish authorities have already maode arrengenents, by contract, for
continuity of the food supply after the ternination of tho landcios

The Jews have already made plans to assure the emtizuity under their own
contl, of postal and telegrarh services. 4arronsorents are completed for the
fssuing of postage stamps and currency after Masy 15.

All these functions and prerogatives of govormnent are being exercised by
a Jewish provisional euthority which comnands general support, They are being
exercised as the only alternative to anarchy snd the disrapticn of civilized life.

In the Argd commumity, a similar though less contralized process is in
progess. Arab municipalities are becoming increasingly irdependent of any
central administration and are mainteining the essential services within their
areas.

Meny installations and assets of the Palestine Covernment have already
passed into Jewleh and Arad hands respectively.
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Large sections of the country, includinz many of the most denscly popu-
lated aress, have already fnllen under Arsd or Jewish control. These areas of
virtunl indepencence do not correspond entirely with the frontiers loid down in
the Assembly's resolution, but they are correspending more snd more to those
frontiers.

The coastal plain, the Valley of Jezreel and the settled paxt of the Jewish
Negev are territories in which Jewish authority is virtuslly completes Tn the
central part of the hill commtiy, the only effective anthority is that of the
Arab military command.

A systom of permits, closely corresponding teo a passport eystem, exists
within btoth the Arcb and Jewish areas, in order to control access ond safe con-
ducta

It would be an almost impossible task f@:’ an untsiie Mma to establish
2 centralized authority in this dmrm, or to obtein the mag!.mce of Jews
and Arabs, vho are alrendy deve e the hehit of obedience to their own
authorities, This process of virtual partitira, slroedy woll sdvonced, is
inovitably widening its scope end ¢ s 4%s roots at thc vcry moment that
the Assembly deliberates on the future @!ﬂ:gﬁhm& of Ialestine. Any attempt to
imose a trustecship on Islostine under these cirewmstances, must of necessity
involve violent effort to swmress and disrmgt these foms ef indeperdent national
life which have already veen cstavlished and which the peorle will not relinquish
without a strugglol Ts 1% the purmosn of the United Netinns to deprive people
of their freedom and 1nc1.q;en.d.mca or ig it %0 eselst them in achieving such
freedom and independence as ra;:idl;r and conpletely as possible?

May 15th was set as the data for tho 1nm.|gnrst1rn of the now order in
Palestine, Accordingly on tha day £oliqwd.ng. e Erovisional Jowich Governnent
will begin to function in accordance with the spirit of the United Nations
resolution. The Jewish State will thus be a weslity. The only threat to its
existence will come fron the nein‘*'ﬁormg Arab States who,are now conspiring to
overthrow it. The crux of the issue before the Genersl Agsenbly today is not
how to implement the Resolu$isn of Hovmbpr 29, 19247, but how to enjoin and
prevent the Arab States, whgs® representatives.are seated eround this table,
fron violating their Charter obligations and #mn defeating the will of this
intomaticnal trivunal. This is the chellenge which confronts the United
Nations. ZBEamestly we pray that it riay meet that chcllenge, not alcne for
the scke of the Jewish peorle, but for the sake cf all peorles, grect cnd
englly who lock hopefully to it as their shield and amor.

The Jewish people, though sorely beset, is novinz into that future which
was visioued by its seers and provhets of old, reestsbvlished in freedom on its
ancestral soll, relying upon the justice of its cause, confident of the good-
will of the nations, and prayinz for the guidance of Divine Providencee
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It was just a month ago that the decision was teken in the Assembly of the
United Nations. It has been a month of unprecedented exaltation for our peeople
all over the world. Their spirits lezped up like a brillient flzme in the glad
surprise of the long hoped for and never quite expected victory. Their parched
and thirsty souls drank deep of the waters of salvation. The nations of the
world had again vindicated our claim to national rpestoration. 3y an overwhelming
vote —- only two Christian States dissenting — they decreed that the Jewieh State
shall be re-esteblished and set the date for its esteblishment for October 1948.

Thus the messianic drama of Israel which had been unfolding in many lands
through long centuries of tragic zcts and sorro*n;’ful scenes suddenly veached a
triumphant climax in the drgmatic setting of an internationol council chamber,
where in en atmosphere of unspeaksable tension, the nations voted, each in its
turn, ond when the vote was tellied, they had decreed the end of the Galutd
We have rejoiced in the fulfillment of a prophecy that has come true: "When
the Lord will hring beck captive Zion, we shall be like drezmers! Then will
our mouth be filled with laughter and our tomgue with song,"

Our tired hearts were refreshed and uplifted when we witnessed the fine
championing of our cause of liberztion by one noble country after another —= by

the many countries of South and Centrsl America, by the countries of Western
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Furope, by =ll the dominions of the British Commonwealth znd by other countries
of good will. Ve were deeply moved by the strong, unfaltering support which we
received from the Soviet Union and from Poland znd Czechoslovekia. And we were,
of course, profoundly pleased and hapry with the role which our own Gove rnment
came to play in the final hour of decision. Especidlly gratifying was that rare
phencmenon —=- baffling and disturbing to all those who prescribe cold war as the
remedy for an alling and war-sick world and prescride all suggestions of amity
and reconciliation — which showed the _twd greatest world powers working in
complete accord and unity of purpose to solve a grave international problem, and
reaching a solutions

Those who are despondent over the tum of affairs in intemmational relationms,
and the seemingly irreparable rift vhich has been crected between the Bast and
the West, might well take heart in contemplating the full and ready cooperation
which did exist between the United States and the Soviet Union on the issue of
Palestines Here was an area where, we were told, imperizl interests were in-
evitably destined to clash, smd where power politics would most certainly tear
Bast and West hopelessly apart, Nothing of the sort haprened, to the utter con—
stemation of all the preachers of the irresistible conflict. On the contrary —
here was ready and friendly agreements In ny humble judgzment, there is much
food for thought here, and strong warrant for a more hopeful world outlook,
and a less intractable statesmanship.

In this connection it should be stated that those who were res*pon’éi‘ble
for the earlier and now discredited propagmmda that the Soviet Union, in its
desire to penetrate the Middle East and its rich oll fields, would side with

the Arabs ogoinst the Jews, and that Great Britein and the United States must
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therefore not favor the Jewish cause for fear of driving the Arab States into
the arms of the Soviet Union, have now slightly revised their propagendas The
Soviet Union, it is now proclaimed, favored the setting up of a Jewish State in
Palestine in the confident expectation that this would arouse the Arabs, ereate
disturbance and necessitate the intervention of the Security Councils The
Security Council would have to send troops. The Soviet Union, being a member
of the Security Council, would then have its own troops included in whatever
international force is sent to Falestine, Once there, they will never be
dislodged,

This is the new, or rather the revamped, nropagande which is being ped-
dled about today in Washington by agents of all sorts —— British, American
and Areb — as well as in the public press, and which, eleng with the supple-
mentary provaganda that the so-called fllegal immigrants coming into Palestine
are really communist agents in disguise, is being adroitly spread to destroy
U.Se~UsSsSeR, cooperation on Falestine, and to prevent the implementation of
the United Naticns decision. Every effort is being made to thrust Palestine
back into the dangerous arena of power politiee, from which the U.S.~UsSeSsR.
agreenent and the action of the United Nationg have most opportunely lifted it.
There are even some members in the Congress of the United States who, out of
ignorance or malice, are lending themselves to the spreading of this baseless
and mischievous propaganda, Needless to say the Zionist movement has no
orientation either to the West or to the East., If we need to define our
orientation, it is definitely and unmistakably to the United Nations, We are
happy that our problem received a solution by internmational agreement in which
the Bast and the West harmoniously cooperated, We hope that it will remain

g0 in tho future,
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It night be nnted, in rassing, that our frank joy in the decision of the
United Nations, to re-establish the Jewish State was not prompted by an in-
fatuzation with the idea of nationslism as such, or by the idolatry of statehood,
We are not chauvinists. Zionists have been denounced as secularists and politicel
nationalistss Of course we are secularists insofar as we oprose a theocratic
state, and we are political n=tionalists insofar as we believe in the re-esteb—
lichment of the Jewish State. But this does not exhaust the full content of our
aspirations,

Israel's resolution thmwugh the centuries to rebuild its nat.ional life in
its ancestral home was guided by sound instinct end inspired by the some pro-
phetic idealism which twice beckoned our ancestors from exile to national
restoration in Palestine. In both instances, at Sinal and by the rivers of
Babylon, there stirred a deep, mystic conviction that only in a free national
existence, coulﬂ.T that which wae best and unique in Jewish 1life find full scope
and opportunity, end what was best and unique was always conceived of 2s trans~
cending the moiety of political independence, or the customary compensciions
of national status and secu-ﬁty. It reached beyond that to 2 vision of "new
things, things kept in store, not hitherte Imown."......to a2 redeemed humenity
and a2 world order reconstructed after the patterm of the Kingdom of Gode

In 1929, on the ooccasion of ‘the twenty-fifth anniversary of the death of
Theodor Herzl, I wrote in a Horzl Memorial Volume which was published in '_bha.t
yeara:

"It is well that the politicel phese of Jewigh Messianism is coming to a
closc in the upbuilding of the National Homeland, We shall not heve to lay so
much stress in the future on the importence of natlionalisms We shcll hencew
forth be confronted not with its lack but with its consequences, Eitherto
wenting the full complement of the attributes of nationalism, we were con—
strained to over-emnhasize its virtues. Many of the spokesmen of our caunse
were driven to extol natiopalism, per se, which is after all q quite recent

and demonstrably, a quite inadequate human concept, It is not mankind's
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ultipate vision, Certainly it is not the substance of our own ancestral
$redition, vhose motif is not nationalism buf propaetism. Nationalism is
not enough. It is a minimum reguirerent, not a maximum programme. Our
national r2birth was made possible by a war in which nationalism was thor-
oughly exposed and discredited, VFatioaalism is a means, not an end, 'What
is great in a man,!' said the philosopher, 'is that he is s bridge and not a
goal,! This is true also of men collectively -- of nations and of national
cultures,

"Jationalism will not suffice ths eternally questing somnl of our people.,
After its national life is seeure, Israel must push on to the frontiers of the
new world -- the world of internationalism, of economie fresdom, of brotherhood
and of peace,"

I believe that this motif of anthentic Jewish lineaze has not been wanting
in the humble and conseccrated 1labors of the proseni-day nation-builders in
Palestine, and I am convinced that Palestine will in the days to come become
the workshop of our peoplc's highest ideals and aspiratious.

Our bailders in Palostine will have much to endure and much to overcome,
but thoy will assurcdly matﬁh-their hour, Zhoy haove still to discover their
political eyes. Thcy are childron of the'crucible. Thoy have come from the
four cornurs of the carth and from all parts of tho Galut, and the Galut leaves
its mark on cveryone., Thoy hail from all cultural zonos, and from all political
backgrounds, They represent most diversc personal expericnces and they must all
be fused into an organic whole. Thoy must loarn vnity in diversity and patience
under stress, and the knack of subduing the voices of the partisan, the doctrin-

aire and the fanatic in the joyous tumult of building.
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Edmund Burke defined the roligion of the carly American colonist; as being
a rofincment on the principle of resistance, "It is the dissidence of dissent
and the Protestantism of the Protestant roligion....agrecing in nothing but in
the communion of the spirit of liberty." That might well define also the tamper
and character of our pioneers in Palestine. There is marvelous promise in all
this for a free Ii-.nd unshackled 1ife, But nlso much danger.

Our people will live in a land which is not n "fortress built by nature
for horself against infoction amd the hand of war® » ns Shakosponrc snng of
England, but in a very open land whoso borders are~&iffi§u1ff§o dofend, and
whose security must rcst on the stout hearts, the politieal wisdom and the
national discipline of its pcople, Whnt they have gnined with courage, they
will have to keep with prudénces

But the spirit, tho will and the capacity arc thore, and thoy will not be
found wanting,

The Land of Isracl will be small, made smallor by partition, but the people
of Isracl will mako it great, Thae monnmental.contribntions to civilization
have been made by great pooples vhich inhabditod little countries, #ind and
creative endeavor will compensatc for what our poople hns beon forced reluctantly
to relinquish., Gonerations to come, living in that land of challenge and rencwal,
will speak great words and do grent decds, and in the nagnitude of their upsocar-
ing, thore will tower the majesty of that little land of rovelation which, like
some preclous jewcled clasp, draws three continents together on the shore of the
Western Sen, Not in opulence but in eminence will their destiny be fulfilled,
and the elixir of their pride will bec distilled not cut of dominion or far-flung

Borders, but out of the faithful and skillful building of the good society,
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It is now a month since the historic decision, and while our happiness is
unabated, our minds arc turning soberly to the pressing and difficult problens
involved in the implementation of that decision.

Those problems are ours — but they arc also those of the United Nations,
The United Pations accopted the responsibdility to decide the future governnment
of Palestine, It mccented, aftor long and carc’ul exsnination and debate, the
report of tho Specisl Comnittec which it had apmointed to make a complete and
thoroughly objective survey of the entire situstion, It hns Sct up the nachinery
and fixed tho time schedule for ingi'enontattqn., It wns completely awere of all
the aifficulties involved, and was forowarnod, not once but many tines, by dele-
gates of Arab States of their resolve to thwert by wiclence a decision of the
United Hations fnvorablc to partition, Novortheless the United Fations acted,
despite these threats and.in. the full knowledge of all that was involwved, con-
vinced that therc was no other way out, and that a solution could no longer be
postponed. If the United Nations were now to Be deterrcd from its course by the
planned violence, by riots and domonsirations, oél’éuldtcd to convince the world
that the UN decision is impossible of inplementation, and thus by foreo to alter
the settloment which it decroed, the United Kations would not only suffer an
irreparabdble loss of prestige nnd authority, but its futurc effectiveness as the
ageney "to bring about by peaceful neans and in confornity with the principles of
Justice and constitutional law, ndjustment or ssettlenecnt of international disputes
or situations whirh might lead to a breach of the poaco" -- wonld be disastrously
undernined.

The Nufti and his henchmen are attempting to sabotnge the ostablishment of
the Jewish State, but they and their collaborators in the ncighboring Arab States,

which are covenanted member states of the United Natioas, nnd as such pledged %o



abide loyally by its decisions, are engaged as well in a shameless, frontal
attack upon the very life of the United Nations itself,

We are confident that the United Fations will not permit itself to become
the victim of insolent intimidation and the sport of organized hoodlumism. Ve
are also confident that the Security Council of the United Nations -- which is to
act as the guide of the U Commission appointed by the Assembly to implement its
decision, will give this Commission every measure of support and encouragement;
and should the situation in Palestine come $o constitute a threat to the peace,
as a result of the attempts to slter by force the settlement envisaged by the
resolution of the Assembly, the Security Council will act with decisiveness and
dispatch, The confidence of somc Arab delegatos that tho Sceurity Council will
fail to back up the action of the Assombly will prove as vain as was their earlier
confidence to prevent a two-thirds wvote in tho Assamdly itself.

The future of the United Mations will be cnormously strengthened in the
difficult months a'haad if our own Government will romein indubitably firm through-
out, and ardently cooperative with the Upnited Hations in this matter, It has not
always been so in the mattér of Palestine, It was not alweys so during ths pro-
tracted Palestine doliborations in thc United FNations, Our officials were not
always of onc mind, and this resulted in confuscd counscl and stultificd action,
as well as in the bewilderment of govermmonts who gquite naturally looked to tho‘
United States for guidance and leadership,

Our Government has, since the last war, assumed unprecedented diplomatic
initiativo and pre-cminent lcadership in world affairs. It has not bocen content
to remain passive, or cnly mildly active, as just onc nation among many, in the
tasks of world reconstruction. Destiny has singled it out for leadership in this
century and rogardless of cost, it has boldly and wittingly assumed that rolo.

In many parts of the world the impact of that political direction is now felt,
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Palestine is definitely within the orbit of those great political problems
which .&merica: truo to its assumed role, must face, and to whieh it must bring
the sane éctermined loadership which has characterized its approach to other
world probl-cz;s. Should it fail to do so, and should it evidence, as on occa-
eion it did, ;only a formal and passing intorest, for the sake of the record or
to allay criticism, the Palestine problon, in spite of the Unitcd Nations deci-
sion, will sag hopolesely, and the situation will move from bad %o worse,

Timec and again; both at Lake Success and Flushing Meadow, we heard from some
American spokesmen tho ominous slogan: "The Palestine issue is a2 matter for the
UN, not for the U.S. We will vote for the UNSCOP Report when the time comes,
but we will do no more than that,” Ve imnew who was the author of this quite
transparent slogan and who defined that line, Fortunatcly he did not prevail,
Involved in this slogan was the total rerunciation by our Governnent of the clear
rea?onaibi.lities of the new diplonatie lealership which it has assuned in the
world, andl in that very part _of the world. Ou-.z"Gavernment cid not announce that
Greece anél Turkey, or tha poliﬁgo.l and econprnie fortuncs of Vestern Europe, or
China, were ratters for the United Nations and not specifically for the United
States.

When the erucial hour of decision arrived, howover, our Govermnent rose to
the challenge of the hour aud the maydates of its dostiny. Its wsice rose clear
and unmistakFable; and in so doing, it encouragoed other states to back up the
recommendntions of the UN Special Cormittee om Palestine, 4As a result, the
resolution was overwhelningly adopted., Omwe Bovermnent now stands cormitted to
its implementation., Tho UN plan is now definitely a part of Ancriean foreign
poliey and should be ns nggressively and determinedly advonced as other najor
policies of our Govermnent, Our Governnment. should assist the UN in every way
possible and should employ all its diplematic machinery and influence to cxpedite

the matter, Delay is dangerous, Defeat will be eatastrophiec,
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The problem is to tide over the next ten months. Once the Jewish State
is established and admitted to the United Nations, and the neighboring Arab
states are confronted by an accomplished fact, they will as a matter of prac-
tical politics, seek ways for mutually satisfactory arrangements with the
Jewish State and for peaceful cooperation —- and the way will be open, PFeace
with the Arab world will then be possible, The dangerous period is the short
formative one of the next few monthas, Here is whors cur Government can be tro-
mendously helpful,

There is no provision in the United Nations resolution for an international
police force to insure law and order during the iransition period, OCreat Britain
announced that it would be responsible fo;:" lay and order as leng as it rcmained
in the country., It is clearly not doing it, If 100,000 scldiers and police
cannot insure seccurity in that small country, or even patrol properly one main
artery of travel in Palestine -~ the 42-mile road betwoen Tel-Aviv and
Jerusalen -- to enable men to travel on it without being kilied by snipers,
onc is forced to question the sincerity of that sovermment’e declaration. It
would be highly desirable to have an international forse accompany the Cormission
of the United Nations when it arrives in Palosting to carry out the instructions
of tho Unitod Hations., It nnlad not-be large, "bu.t it must know what it is there
for, The present military force in Palestine is the blunted instrunment of the
hopelessly blundering policy of lir, Bevin, which cmgunts to this: His Majesty's
Government "loyally aceepts t;m Assenbly!s rosolution®, but it will do nothing
to inplement it, The British forcos in Palestine will nmaintain law and order,
but they will remain ncutral when clashes result between the Jews who have loyally
accepted the decision of the UN and who seck peace -- and the Arabs who are

violently resisting it and provoke war!
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But whother an international force is sent to Palestine or not -- it is
immediately inmperative that the Jewish people of Palestino shall bc enabled
forthwith to defend themselves, They have the menpower, They need arns,

Surely thosc states -w and foremost among them the United States —— which voted
to create a Jewish $tate must fecl honor-bound and duty-bound to sce that the
citizens of that state in the making are properly protected against the nmurderous
assaults of those who have resolved to defy the will and the conscience of the
nations of the world, Here, again, the United Statcs holds the key to the situa-
tion,both as regards the fornation of an international force, and the cquipnent
of the Jewish nilitia. Our Governmont has not hesitated to send arns and mili-
tary missicns to other parts of the world to back up is forciga policy,

The problen of our refugees still ronains nost_prgssing. When will our
refugees begin at last to nove in large nunbers into ?&.astine? What conceivable
purpose is served by keeping these nmen, wonon ané children pent up in detention
camps where they have languished for so long; or dn driving then away from the
shores of Palestine now that the United Mations has finally decreed that the
Jewish State shall be sot up in Palestine in 19487 What elsc btut the neanness
of spirit of a defeated stateosnanship and the spitefulness of n disgruntled
bureaucracy can account for it? There are thousands of refugees in yerious
parts of Europe who sinply can no longer walt. They will not be permitted to
renain where they are, They mmst nove, Surely it cannot bec Great Britain's
wish to climax and close her political carecr in Palostine with seme more stark
tragedies like the "Exodus", Why cannot the act of parting be swestened by an
act of generosity and hunanity which will help to roconcile friends who should

never have been estranged?
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My dear friends, American Jewry has deserved well at the hands of the Jowich
people, History will pay homnge to the role which it played in this senrching
end heroic hour, It rose to the occnsion splendidly, It knew how to clese ranks,
1t acted with wisdon, dignity, and conrage. It spoke effectively to the hearte
and minds of. the Amcrican people and its representatives in government, and %o
the responsible heads of our Govermment, It is genernlly acknowledged that what
was achievod was due in a large ncasure to the nagnificont labor of American Jowry.

' But much rennins to ba done., Novenbor 29th wes only the evening and the

norning of the first day -- the day when light broke through the darkness of our
world. Our great community, providentially sparcd for this hour, nust ncw shoulder
the vast oconomic burdens iavolved in tho setting up of the Jewish State, Judging
by the remarkable demonstration a fow days ago at the conelave of the leaders of
Anerican Jewry in Atlantic City, our people are fully aware of their new respon-
sibilities and are resolvod fo meet them, Vhateyer aid nay come from other sour~
ces, the primary rosponsibility is ours,

We shall also have to stand on guard durinz the next eritical periocd to see
that no political conspiracy of evil-dogrs shall undo or harn the Jewish State,
as its builders procecd to lay its founfations. Phe Jews of America, proud and
loyal citizons of this great country who have denonstratod tine and again in
peace and in war their devotion end patriotisnm, will in the spirit of American
democracy wish to assist this new free and denceratic country which will rise
on the shores of thc Mediterranean, and vhich will opbody those same great
Biblical idcals of justice, brethcrhood, and peace, which inspired the founding

fathers of this Republic,
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There is unfortunately no doubt about the fact that we are going to econtinue
to find ourselves in a state of permanentemergency until we are over the last
hurdle and the Jewish State has been established in fact as well as in law, fimly
and unshakably. Until then we may expect recurring crises and until then you may
expect to be summoned time and sgain when the situation requires ite It is well
at such & moment of crisis to bear in mind older struggles and how we sumounted
our difficulties in the past. We have been through the wars and we are not easily

daunted by new ceampaigns and new offensives, however formidable they appear to be
when they are mounted,

It is well in the moment of triummph to bear in mind the difficulties which
still lie ashead end it is well at the hour of peril to cast a backward glance at
the times and think of the dangers sumounted on other occasions, You recall the
past crisess You recall the apprehension, for exemple, with which we met the
announcement of the formation of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry and how
our worst spprehensions did not come true; how our general moral and political
position was not weakened but rather strengthened by the unanimous report which
finally emerged. It is only a matter of eighteen or twenty months since the
leaders of the Jewish Agency in Palestine were arrested and detained at Latrun
in & tremendous effort on the part of the British Government to crush the spirit
of the Yishuv, to break its resistance, to break the backbone of our movement
generally. You recall how that effort failed ingloriously, You recall, too, the
attempt of the British Government to cover up its repudliation of the Anglo-American
Committee Report by putting forward the celebrated Morrison-Grady proposals, That
maneuver was defeated and the report rejected not only by Jews and Arasbs, but also
by the Government of the United States,

Last year after our discussions with Mr. Bevin had collapsed, or after his
discussions with us had collapsed, we met here under the impact of the announce-
ment from London that the whole gquestion would be referred to the U,Ny That, my
friends, was & very serious moment and a very serious challenge, Nobody could
tell how it would goe If you allow me, I'd like to quote & brief passege from my
report last year, I seid then: "The position in the U.N,, difficult and uncertain
today as it is from our standpoint,contains elements of great uncertainty and
potential danger to the British point of views Britain is no longer on the dridge
at the helm directing the ship of state of the community of nationss There are
fresher, younger, stronger, more powerful forces that have appeared upon the world
scenes" Nevertheless, it was & very great challenge, and no one could foretell
the outcome, That chapter, as you know, has ended and ended well for uses But
think for a moment of what might have been the situation if things had not gone so
well, We had been summoned by the British Government before the highest interna-
tional tridbunal, the court of last resort, If the verdict had gone against us,
the British Government would have had in its hand an ironeclad decision and
Judgment from which so far as we could see there was no further appeal. We went
into that arena and fought it out to a victorious and glorious conclusione
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There were many crises during those few months, as you knowe Time and again
you were summoned, you and the countless thousands whom you represent, to bring
to bear the full weight of American opinion, the conscience of this country, teo
strengthen the hands of those in our Government who wished and sought to do the
right thing. To be sure, diplomacy and diplomatic negotiations are highly
dramatic and carry a romantic appeals I was privileged to be one of the small
number of representdtives of the Jewish Agency who participated in the U,N,
proceedings day after day and week after week, but I know I am spesking for my
distinguished colleagues when I say that the best of diplomats can only make the
best out of given circumstances. He can only exploit existing forces and reali-
ties in political life, If he is skillful and clever, he will exploit them well.
If he is less gifted and less clever, he will not do so well. In our case it was
the tremendous current which was generated by countless thousands of thewmnamed
soldiers of our cause in this country, that moved our Government and carried to
its destination our frail vessel, freighted with the historic aspirations of our
peoples Without that current all on the bridge —- helmsmen, captain, pllots and
sailors -- would have found themselves becalmed, manipulating instruments and
steering gear, but producing no forward movement.

And now to the events since November 29th and the situation which has
developed. TYou all realize that even the representatives of the nations dealing
with this question at Lake Success were confronted with a ring of difficulty
from the outset, The British Government left no room for doubt that so far as
it was concemed, it was not going to help to implement the partition decision,
It would not use or permit the use of its forces for implementation, and it would
not hand over ite administrative anthority and powers to the projected Jewish and
Arab States. It would not even be contaminated by contact with those forbidden
things, and the sub-committee working on the subject was therefore compelled to
devise a formula and procedure whereby the circle might be squared, whereby in
the presence in the country of a Mendatory Government which refused to associate
itegelf with the decision of the U.N,, it would nevertheless be possidle to
effecuate all the complicated measures required for a smooth handing over of
authority and power from the Mandatory through the U.N, %o the Jewish and Arad
States.

Buch a program was actually devised through & great desl of difficulty and
deliberation, and there were a few cardinal points upon which its success or
failure largely depended under the circumstaences. What were these points? First,
it was realized thet with this uncooperative administration in Palestine, it was
necessary that a U.N, Commission be set up and that it appear upon the scene in
Palestine with the least possible delay, so that it could gradually take over
various functions snd arrange for them to be assumed by the Jews and eventually
by the Arabs. Secondly, one of the pivotal points was the plan for the evacua-
tion, the freeing, not merely of a seaport but of a seaport area with hinterland
in the Jewish State, by February lst, so that at the earliest possidle time there
might bYe at least one corner of the country which could serve as an open door for
the admission of refugees and immigration, and would meke possible the bringing
in of necessary equipment, even foodstuffs, in case of difficulties. A free area
would thus be provided where the Jewish militia might begin to be orgmized and
trained and have its maneuvers, and wherse the U,N., through its Commission, could
at once assume control, temporary sovereignty, Then a third point was planned
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very early; that there shounld be established a provisionak council of goverrment
as the instrument for taking over administrative responsibflities, at least in
the Jewish State, This estahlishment of the proyisional council was a necessa
prerequisite to the organization of the awmed militis, because the ammed militi
wag to be responsible to the provisional council under the general direction of
the UQH. 00“1!5103'

The British Government has systematically sabotaged every one of these
principle items of the recommendations It has in the first place refused point
blank to pemmit the UN. Commission to enter FPelestine until a week or two before
the Mandate is terminated, It said: "We will continue to administer the country
as a whole until a week or two before that date and then we sre going to hand
over this whole business to you and say, 'Wow, carry one'" It refused point
blank the second point, the freeing of a port area as a base of operations, Is
only withdrew British soldiers and police from Tel Aviv without relaxing its
control, Above all it continued to blockade the port of Tel Aviv and ell other
ports in order to ensure its control, so that even today if a vessel approaches
Palestine with illegal »- so-called fllegal immigrants -- end they are no longer
illegal because, under the U,N. decision, beginning February lst there was to be
free immigration through this free Jewish port, the vessels are seized and the
immigrants taken to Cyprus, If a vessel approaches carrying what the British
suspect to be arme or necessary equipment, military equipment, it is seized and
taken to Haifa subject to careful examination, BSince the U.N, Commission could
not be admitted to Palestine because of British refusal, the third point becomes
most difficult to implement, namely the early establishment of the provisional
council of government. Theoretically, of course, that could be done at long
distance. Let the Commission sit in Lake Success and by means of cable and wire-
less carry on the necessary delicate negotiations for the purpose of creating in
Palestine a provisional council of governmment, Finally, the British Govemnment
has not only refused to permit the esteblishment of a militia ~- but has refused
to permit any steps leading toward the eventual organization of a militis, No
enlistment for it; no recruitment; no preparations of amy kind, This is the sum
total briefly of the British response to these fundamental aspects of she U.N,
resolution,

I have not said a word ebout ell the things which have been going on in the
country, the lack of order, breakdown of security, the seizure of arms fryom
. Hagensh defenders, The other day, you recall, after a great attack upon Efar
Etzion not very far from Jerusalem had been repelled, and news came that further
attacks were being plantied, the Hagansh or the Jewish authority, the Jewish Agency,
attempted to send to Efar Etzion & convey of things which they desperately needed
for defense. The British suthorities stopped the convoy on the grounds that the
barbed wire and cement which it carried constituted military equipment and was
therefore subject to confiscation or stoppage. But these harrowing details are
known, and there is something very much bigger with which we have to contend,
I regret that thus far in all our sctivity and discussion and educational cam-
paigns, this has not beem brought out as fully and foreibly as it ehould, In it
lies the heart and crux of the whole matters What would a faithless and disloyal
Mandatory administration do if it wished to meke sure that the UyN, decision
should not be implemented? It would connive at the infiltration into .Palestine
of large armed Arab bands drawn from established military units of the neighboring
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Aradb countries under the guise of volunteers. It would admit bands to cross

the frontiers of Palestine in increasing numbers, install them in mountain strona
holds, disperse them in various parts of the country, train and drill and make
plans and prepare for the great day, Der Tag, when the British sdministration,
having been relaxed or temminated, these forces could hurl themselves upon the
Yishuv at etrategic points and plunge the country into the throes of war, That
is what & faithless administation would do if it sought to defeat the right of
the UN, That is precisely what the British Mandatory regime has now done and is

doing daily.

The other day, the New York Times carried in the very same issue two news
stories. One reported that a shipload of 700 refugees approaching Haifa had been
intercepted by the gallant navy of his Britannic Majesty and shunted off, selzed
and carried back to Cyprus, That was one military, or I should say, naval opera-
tion of the Mandatory. The other story carried the report that 700 = precisely
the same number —- 700 amed Arabs crossed the Jordan on a2 bridge with full
military equipment and many truckloads of supplies, and descended into the heart.
of Palestine. No one who knows Palestine, a tiny country, and the few bridges
on the Jorden, and knows the kind of military establishment which the British
have there and the scouting planes they havo, could doudbt for & moment that this
large force could easily have been halted if there was a desire o do so. More-
over, the Jewich Agency had secured infommation about the invasion in advance:
it is not so difficult to learn that & band has been formed, is just across the
border, and is preparing to invades In one instance, such inforuatlion was com-
municated to the British Government four days ahead of the actual crossing of
the frontiers by a band. The infomation was pigeon-holed, and Sir Alexander
Cadogan at lake Success in meeting with the ¥ Commission simply communicated
to them the fact that by this date some 2,000 or 2,500 amed Arabs have crossed
into Palestine, An armed invesion of the country is going on while it is still
under Mandate, with the full knowledge and, I must say, with the full approval
of the Mandatory Govemment. It camnot be otherwise unless they should plead
imbecility: every intelligent persons is presumed to intend the results of his
actions. So what we are confronted with, what the WV is confronted with, what
Mr, Truman and Mr, Marshall are confronted with -~ is the ugly and shameful
fact of a gross betrayal of tmst on the part of the Mandatory end a deliberate
effort to deliver the Yishuv unamed, inadequately defended and protected, to
the tender mercies of Arab bands and Arab amies,

The newspapers publish pictures of meetinge of the Arab League attended by
prime ministers and foreign ministers of the Argd States, and record moneys
paid out of the official exchequers of variocus Arad Governments and other matters
of aid end assistance given by them to organize this invasion of Palestine,
Moreover, it is notorious that the agents of the British Forelgn Office, members
of the Foreign Service, maintain close sndé intimete contact with these Arad
leaders =znd may be presumed to be advising and guiding them. The original meet-
ing held by the Arabs after the UN decision, was attended by Sir Gilbert Clayton,
the well=-known British representative in the Near East, and he must be presumed
to have been an accessory to all of their plans and designs. That is the stark
reality. It is almost incredible that a Mendatory Govemment, which has been
responsible for the peaceful administration of the country and has responsibility
toward 1,800,000 inhabitants, should be deliberately planning to throw the
country into chaos and to pemmit one section of the population to sugjugate,
and if possible exteminate, the other section. But that seems to be the truth,
It is further incredidle to me that this evil design for which there is but one
word -- murderous intent —- should be carried out by a govermment which is dally
asking the United States for favors, for moral backing, for military backing,



Yor financial support, to save itself from bankruptey,

My honest personal judgment -- I don't know whether it is shared by all of
my colleagues = 1s that all these military measures which have been taken are
directed ultimately not so much by military as by political mastemindsy I am
inclined to believe that all this is part of a political effort = a political
campaign with the objective of bringing about a drastic revision or complete
reversal of the TN decision. All that has besn heppening in this country in the
past weeks seem to bear this out. A vast campaign has been organiszed and we are
now in the midst of 1t; a campaign stretching from the Near East to Washington
and San Francisco. Perhaps it is we who made America the second fromt, but it
is that now and there is a tremendous campaign going on, directed by very good
mindse They realize that reverssl of the UN policy camnnot be brought about
without the participation or at least the acquicscence of the United States.
Their campaign is clever -~ I believe it is the most difficult that we have yet
had to contend with despite the fact that we have a UN decision behind us, Some
of us have had occasion to engage in discussions ~- all of us have read articles,
Incidentally, I should judge from my own modost experience in public affairs and
public relations that millions of dollars are being expended on the campalgn,
Because of the clearly recognizable pattem that m see everywhere it is evident
that all the arguments emanate from some central saurce, centrally directed,

One typical argument is that the UN decision was after all not a declsion but a
recommendation, hence, quite simply, if the recommendation proves unworkable, it
ghould be revieed.

It is true that vhen the British origimally announced that they were going
to refer the Palestine matter $o the UN, they spoke of getting a recommendation
from the TN, but it is also true that in the course of the discussions and the
proceedings of the UN, it became clear that what was happening was not a mere
fomeality, a mere recommendation, but that a new set'le ent was being made, a
new inteinational settlement of the Palestine territory. It was so accepted by
all concerned, except by the Arabe who insisted that the N did not have the legal
power to do so. The Britisch Govemnment, shortly after the UNSCOP report, in its
first statemcnt befors the Ad Hoc Committee amnounced that it accepted the first
recommendation ¢f tne UNSCOP, namely, the temination of the Mendate, and She
second recomaendation, pamely the withdrawal of British foreces, This meant that
Britain was giving up its control and was preptred to have the IN teke over and
decide what was to be done, The UN did not merely adept a resolution after months
of investigation and ccrimonious debate, but went very mwuch further, It set up
a committee to implement that report, that resolution. This was much more than
recommending, It called upon the Security Council end it called upon the Trustee-
ship Council to carry out their respective tasks under the resolution, 4nd Foreign
Minister Bevin himself in London in an address before the House of Commons said
very clearly that the highest intemational court had acted, had rendered a verdict
and there is now a decision, He repeated these words and over again »- "the
decision of the UN," Yet now there is some clever boy in the State Department
who gets his advice from some clever Englishman or some Arab, who points to the
text of the resolution and says "You see, it is only a recomsendation,”

The greatest and superficially most formidable argument which is being used
all over the country is, however,the aygument of national interest, "We as
Americans must set our national interest above the interest of any group or
section of the population -~ above all pressure groupss” It has been said re-
peatedly that it is Secretary Forrestal more than anyone else who seems to harp
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upon this theme and this note of national interest. I think that not only we
who are Zionists and good citizens, but every right thinking American whose
thinking is not distorted bty hate, by emotional bias, by anti-Zionist or pro=
Arab prejudices, every straight thinking American will concede at once that if
we speak of national interest it is difficult to find a higher national interest
than support of the UN which our countiy helped to create and upon which it has
based and anchored its foreign policy. Any secretary of defense who insists
upon basing our national interest and national policy exclusively upon oil or
upon the atomic bomb is guilty of such shortsightedness, such lack of moral per-
ceptions, such lack of sppreciation of the basis of American policy end national
interaa;a,‘that it is dengerous to leave the defense and security of our country
in his hands. :

Now, of course, there is the argument about oil. We are told that the vhole
world now depends upon the oil wells of Saundi Arabdia and that, as a result of the
pertition plan, the pipeline may suffer damage somevhere almg the line or there
may be some delay. The whole Marshall Plen will collapse, the whole world will
collapse unless the oil companies can have things precisely their way, I am not
going to get into the argument at length. Much ahmnd be sald about that, about
the extent to which these oil companies who are salting away tens of mill.ionn of
dollars beyond the reach of the Americen Treasury and American taxes, are trying
to teach us what is Apericen citizenship end Americen pationsl interest. But the
fact remains that thus far nothing is happening to curtail the oil flowing from
Saudi Arsbia, On the contrary, before the 29th of November, the cry that Ibn Saud
would cancel the oil concessions was heard repeatedly and it was Ibn Saud himself,
out of his royal mouth, who denied it and sazid that he has no intentions of can-
celling the concessions or affecting American oil interests. The pipe:u.ne is
going shead and the other day an official of the Trans-Arabian Pipeline, a company
vhich is actuslly building the pipellnt, deprecated all this talk of interference
or interruption of the work, He pointed out that most of the pipeline, perhaps
80% of its length, lies in i 8, and that it will take a long time before
that part is completed, And that for the present at least there is certainly

no danger to it.

Then there is a particularly sinister argument about Russia, The old argu-
ment used to be that if America takes & pro-Zionist line it will drive the Arabs
into the open amms of the Soviet Union. Then it turned out much to everybody's
surprise that Soviet Russia took the same position as the United States, and there
were no outstretched ams for the Arabs to throw themselves into. But now the
argument is reversed., Just because Russia went along with us, just because Russia
supported the partition policy, Russia must have had a sinister motives There-
fore to carry out partition is to carry out Russian designs whatever they are,
and inevitably it means somehow installing Buscia in Mediterranean basess The
second aspect of this Ruscian bogey is the Communist bogey; the attempt to smear
us — to identify Zionism with Communiem, and Jewish refugees from the Balkan
countries as harboring among them Communist agzents, You will recall, if you are
not too young, that during the war we had the problem of bringing in Jewish
refugees from Nazi Europe on the same leaky boats as nowe The argument then was
twisted the other way, md it was sald that Nazi sgents were coming in among the
refugees. As if Hitler's agents or Stalin's agents,if he wished to have them
in the Near East, had no other way of finding their way there than by means of
lesky boats vhich tske months to reach Palestine.

Then there is the general argument that we need the friendship of the Arabs.
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There are people who simply refuse to learn from experience and history that
precisely their argument of appeasing the Arsbs was employed by Chamberlain and
the others in 1939, vhen the British Government insisted it had to issue the
White Paper or else the Arabs would be hostile and unhappye The reward which
the Allies resped from the Arabs during the war is too recent and wellw=known to
require elaboration. Today under our very eyes, the same thing is happening
again. Britain has been throwing Jewlsh Palestine to the wolves in the hope of
consolidating her influence in the Near East, 4nd immediately upon the heels of
this action of hers, she began actively to negotiate treaties with the Arad
comtries. Ghe met a rebuff instantly from the very first country, Irags 4An
Anglo~-Iragl Treaty was signed by the Iragl prime minister with the result that
there was a revolt, a coup. The prime minister had to flee for his life to Trans-
Jjordan and a new government was set up which repudisted the treaty amnd refused
to ratify it. And the newspapers said that in British circles in London, this
was taken very seriously as indicating the need for revaluation and perhaps
revision of Britain's vhole policy towards the Arab States. There is little
doubt that by playl ng this Arab game, the British will have as little joy from
the Arabs in the future as they have had from them in the past. Our country
will not gain in prestige but have its prestize trampled under foot and dragged
through the mire if the Arabs find that it can bs intimidated within a few weeks
into reversing the stand it took publicly before the UN,

I'd like to say a word about the situation in Washington amd how it reflects
itself within the UN. You know there is a great deal of talk to the effect that
the United fitates exercised undue pressure upon so many countries to get the
vote through. This is also, of course, essentially a lying bit of propaganda,

We who were there at Lske Success -- some who are here with me on the platfomm,
Mrse. Rose Halprin and others -— will remember how we sweated blood trying to get
the United States not to exert pressure, tut to make its position unmistakably
clear, It is only natural at the United Nations that a large numbers of countries
take their cue in international affairs, especially on matters which are remote
from them, from the United States as a leading power. If the United States is not
sufficiently active in advocating a partienlar point of view, smaller powers tend
to draw the natural inference that the United States is not interested in having
the point of view prevail. They know that where it is really interested it goes
all oute The whole question in the N and the Commission and the Security Council
will continue to revolve about the attitude of the United States. Certainly the
United States and the others would not want Russia to take the leading role.

In Washington there has been & move on foot to bring about a change — &
reversal on Palestine. Hardly any action is required for this. All it needs
is inaction - allowing things to drift from bad to worse; drift in the Commission;
drift in the Security Council; Arift in Palestine; and just sit back and say
"Oh myd Ch myl what & terrible mese, but there is nothingz that can be done about
it." All this talk about the decision's really being only a recommendation was
designed to pave the way for adoption by the Security Council of some new decisions
The situation in the Security Council is far from satisfactory. There are a
nunber of countries there which did not vote for partition, which abstained, and
there is Syria and Columbia which came very close to voting ageinst partition.
Unless the United States delegate in the Council takes the lead and sets the
pattem, things are likely to drift there, too.

It is true, as I leamed when I was here a few weeks ago and conferred with
some of the congressional leaders, that leaders of both parties and significantly
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leaders of the Republican Party have been approached with the idea that the time
has come for taking Palestine out of politics and for evolving a bi-partisan
policys This is something which we always favored in all our efforts, and when-
ever we introduced a resolution or anything else, we hawe tried to introduce it
as a biwpartisen measure. But what is now intended is a negative rather than an
affimative di-partisan policys Dr. Silver has bdeen here, spent slmost all of.
last week in Washington, and we believe that as of the moment this msmeuver has
miscarried and that there is no prospect at least for the time being of this kind
of plot going through. But this is not enough. We have made no progress on the
matter of the embargo to which spparently the United States Government lent itself
as part of the Machievellian conspiracy abroad to which I have referred. For the
moment at least there is no intention to revise the embargo, Nor is any other
action being taken, though there is a report vhich for the moment is unconfirmed
that gur government has addressed or made representations to ome or two of the
Aradb States.

There is a whole string of things which our country is called upon to do
which it can do both within the TN and outside of it, Wen our government has
a policy to promote in which it is vitally interested, it does not usually wait
for the N to give the cue, but acts on its own. It did so in the case of Greece
and Turkeys We have a military mission -~ 70O strong -~ in Greece today to
bolster up the Greek Government in its fight szainst the guerillas, and money and
armms and equipment. And so when Secretary Marshall or others state that the
United States has not revised its position and doesn't intend to do eo, we wel-
come their statements, but when they add that the United States supports the UN
decision and UN procedures, then we have to stop and ask what that means, It
would seem to mean in the first place that we take no action on our own of any
kind excepting such action as may be taking place through UN channels, Well, the
embargo was not decreed by the UN. It was a unilateral decision and there is né
reason why it camnot be changed by the United States slone,which made 1t sand cah
now unmake it. Nor does anything prevent our govemment from addreseing itself
directly to the Arab States, vho are largely dependent upon American fayors and
American support, and giving them 2 stern waming that such an encirclement and
invasion of Palestine will not be tolerated, and that we will support &1l appro-
priate measures, nationally and internationally, to prevent the consummation of
that crime, Nothing prevents our government, ei ther, from addressing iteelf
directly to the British Government, with whom it has such friendly and intimate
relations. As far as we know, not a word has been said by our State Department
by way of remonstrance or protest against the flagrant violation of the TN
decision by the British Government,

The United States can also indicate in advonce to the UN Committee and
Security Council the kind of action which the United States is prepared to support.
They say the UN has not yet asked for ams; there will be nothing wrong in the
United States intimating publicly or privetely that it is prepared to serve as
the arsenal of democracy for Palestine, for Jewish Palestine, if the UN creates
the eppropriate channels through which to push the amms. Furthemmore, the
Security Council is not only empowered to create an intemational force (and
there again the United States has to ssy its word), but it can also invoke other
powers, sanctions asgainst aggressive states; it can denounce any of the Arad
States as an agszressor and can invoke those senctions. The United States ought
to indicate such a course of action to the Security Council. Or has our govern-
ment already forgotten the case of Abyssinia and the Lesgue of Nations? Abyssinia
was attacked, It was a member of the League, The lLeague refused to act; it
inflicted autowparalysis upon itself, Abyssinia was devoured by fascist Italy
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and that was the beginning of the end of the League of Nations, I think there is
no hypocrisy on our part if we go forward now and warmn our govemnment that the
Palestine issue is the test not only of the moral authority but of the very life
of the UN, It happens that we feel this most keenly because we are closer to the
situation, but we would be unfaithful to our responsibilities as American citizens
if, seeing this danger approaching, we failed to raise our voices or were intimi-
dated by propaganda from doing so. We see this danger, and we shall say forth-
rightly to the American people that it is not the Jews of Palestine who are
threatened with murder; it is the UN which is being murdered before our eyes by
several of its own members. We call upon our government to take action to prevent
that murder, to restore the authority of the UN and the prestige and honor and
faith of our own country upon which ultimately our national security rrsts.
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It has always been an enriching experience to visit that historic lend
vhere our people is building a nmew life. But today, particularly, a visit to
Palestine is a soul-stirring experience, for one sees the Jewish nation moving
forward through conflict and umcertasinty, but always with an exaltation of spirit
continuing to rebuild the Jewish State., One feels in Palestine =~ I felt it every
day that I was there —- a strange sort of exhilaration, a sense of being lifted
up by some mystic national fervor, being caught up in docisive currents of history

I have returned to join with you in thig last and final battle which will
end in our complete victory. On the eve of tlie implementation of the United
Nations decisien, it is quite natural thaet all the opposition forces whom we
have had to fight through the years and vhose detemination has increased with
the increase in our strength and our proximation to victoxry == it is quite natu-
ral, I say, that these forces should be gathering all their strength for a final
attack upon us. They are doing this now, bdbut they will be defeated,

I wvant first to cay a vord to you sbout what I saw in Palestine, before dis-
cussing with you what we ought to do here in the next few days end in the next
few weekss It is very important that as far as possible we see what is happen-
ing in Palestine today in a true perspective. A true perspective cannot be
achieved merely by plecing together the dramatic incidents which occur in Pales-
tine every day and find their expression in the headlines of our newspepers.

On the contrary, one is likely to get a rather distorted picture from them,
Indeed, one of the groat forces opposed to us is very eager that the American
people at this time should get =n untrue end distorted picture of vhat is going
on in Palestine for the purpose of the opposition propeganda from whatever channel
it comes, is focused on the single objective of demonstrating to the American
people that the United Nations plan which was epproved so overvhelmingly by the
nations of the world, is unworkable that it is leeding to chaos in Pslestine and
therefore must be abandoned or revised. There is no doudbt about the fact that
Palestine is a disturbed country today, a seriounsly disturbed country pretiy
much like Greece, India, China and other parts of the world, though somevhat
less than some of those countries. It is a disturbed country largely because

of the failure or the unwillingness of the Mendatory Government to maintain law
and order, though it has claimed the meintensnce of law and order as its sole
right end responsibility and has not pemitted anyone else to chare in the task.
Actually, law and order in Palestine could be maintsined completely today if the
Mandatory Government did not interfere with Jewish self-defense.

Palestine is an area of political tension snd strife today, made increasingly
so by the sabotaging role of the Mandatory and by the great uncertainty which
hovers over the future plans of the United Nations with regard to Palestine.
That uncertainty is due largely to the indecisive ;?osition. the hesitancy and
stalling of our own Government, which as the world's greatest political power
holde the key to action or inaction in the United Netions. But while Palestine
is digturbed, it is very far from any condition even spproximating chaos. Nothing
is broken down in the Yishuv —— absolutely nothing, and the compact mass of vhat
will constitute the Jewish State has, with relatively minor disturbances, been
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carrying on a nommal life. The real points of attack have been the outlying
areas which are not to be included in the Jewish State, but which positions the
Jews of Palestine correctly refuse to abandon. For example, by its seeming
defengelessness, a point like Efar Etzion tempted the Arabs to attack. They
attacked in numbers ten times those of the defenders and vere completely repulsed.
Similarly, wey up north, Yechiem, a settlement which, like Kfar Btzion, is not

to be included in the Jewish State, proved very tempting to the Arab marauders;
it, too was attecked and agein the attackers were repulsed. Then there is the
case of the road from Tel-Aviv to Jerusalem, the main artery of travel of the
countyy vhich passes largely through vhat will be the Arad State and where travel
was supposed to be protected by a government which assumed sole reponsidility
for protecting lawful traffic on the highways of the country, That highroad,
little more then forty miles long, has been a favorite spot for Arsd bands who
1ie in wait for Jewish convoys to teke pot-shots at them, while the Mandatory
Government which has in Palestine, they say, some 100,000 troops and the largest
concentration of ammed vehicles and tanks to be found in any such =mmall area in
eny part of the world, has been unable to patrol those forty miles. It has
refused escorts to Jewish convoys on the ground that this might be interpreted
as Eritish implementation of Partition,

On November 22, the British representative in the United Nations declared
that so long as the Mandate continues to exist, that is until May 15, his Govern-
ment insieted on undivided control throughout the country, This is & promissory
note which the Mandatory Government is not honoring. It is not mainteining law
and order and vhen Jewish defenders attempt to do so in self-defense, which is
the first law of nature, they are disarmed and errested. The Jewish Agency, for
example, repeatedly requested pemission to use amored cars for Jewish Settle~
ment Police escorting convoys on the roads, The Jewish Settlement Police is a
force recognized by the Mandatory, but pemmission to use amored cars was re-
fused 1ts On December 11, ten members of the Jewish Settlement Police compelled
to travel in en open tender to Kfar Etzion were killed by a band of some 80 to
100 Arabs amed with machine guns. A week later, the Govemment permitted the
Jewish Settlement Police to use amored cars but only within Jevish willage
boundaries, where they were not needed at 211, but not to protect road traffic.
The reason given was that if Jewish settlement police traveled in ammored cars
on the open roads the- Arabs would be provoked. ©Oo, traveling in open cars on
the high roads on January 22, when I was in Polestine, another splendid group
of geven members of the Jewish Settlement Police were killed and horridbly mutil-
ated, And a week later, British military headquarters infommed the representa-
tives of the Jewish settlements in the Jordan Velley vho asked again for per-
mission to use ammored cars to protect themselves, that they must under no
eircumstances use amored cars outside the confines of their settlements since
that would provoke the Arabs and if they did so they would be stopped by force
by the Britich Amy, Such incidents can be multiplied, The Covernment itself
is either unable or unvilling to meintain orders It resents the charge that it
is unwilling. One must therefore conclude that it is unable to meintain law
and order, but it interferes with the Jews vho wish to defend themselves while
they are engaged in legitimate travel through the country.

Then there is the case of the City of Jerusalem which is the seat of Govem~
ment and ought to be the most peaceful city in Falestine, particularly since it
is not to be included either in the Jewish State or in the Arad State, but is to
be intemationalized, with a governor of its own. In this seat of the Mendatory
where the High Commissioner lives and where there is & hugh concentration of
troops and equipment, the Arab gangs, as you know, have been pemitted to seize
control of the gates to the Old City and have besleged the 0ld City where there
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are gome 1500 to 1800 of our peonle who cannot go out. None are pemitted to
come to relieve them. The great British Empire has reconciled itself to this
situation of amed bands besieging the gates to the Holy City of Jerusalem so
thet a British officer or a British soldier who wants to enter the 0ld City must
ghow his identification card to an Arad gangster before he can enter, Only -
twice or three times a week do these Arabs pemit a British convoy to bring in
food for the besieged. Access to the Kotel Maarave —- the Wailing Wall -+ which
to us is our most sacred place in the Holy City, is denled to us, No protests
are made == none from our State Department. I wonder what would happen if, for
example, tomorrow access to the Holy Sepulchre were denied to Christiens.

In Jerusalem last Friday, four Jevwish young men, members of the Haganah,
wvere arrested for bearing ams in selfedefense at a Jewish road block protecting
the entrance to a Jewish quarter. They were arrested, and then they were turned
loose in en Arab area only to be murdered and their bodies were discovered the
next day, Outside of Jerusalem there are occasional incidents of eniping still
going on in that area between Tel-Aviv end Jaffs where the two cities abut, and
occasional incidents of disturbances in Haifa, but the life of the Yishuv in its
hundreds of settlements and colonies gzoes on apace. Up to 80 or 90% of the
economic life of the country is normal; the factories are working, people are
employed, the harbors are crowded with shi + There is a good citrus crop
being exported. The cultural 1ife of the Yishuv goes on, While I was in Tele
Aviv I had the pleasure of attending a magnificent concert and listend to
Beethoven's 9th played by the Symphony Orchestra under the baton of the great
conductor, Molinari, with a chorus of 250 voices. I zttended the theatre of
the Habima end saw a beautiful production of a new play, Meetings are belng
held daily, every evening, ILife ig teeming, just as in Washington or in New
York or Cleveland. I say this not in order to paint a glowing picture but in
order to correct the perspective,

What worries the Yishuv and what should worry us is the great potential
danger which lurks in the situation, That is the denger from across the borders
as Arabs infiltrate into Palestine equipped by governments, in bands that are
trained, some of them well-officered, some of them well-equipped, having ams
more modern in some regards than ve possess, They are coming across the border
glmogt dally, and the border which thig Memdatory Government assumed in the sight
of the world to control and to patrol, is a wide open door. The Mandatory Govem-
ment knows of these bande coming in, They know where they concentrate, Every-
body in Palestine kmows it but up to this date not a2 single invading Arad who
comes into the country for the one purpose of murder and loot, mot a single Arabd
invader has been arrested, Not a single Arab invasder has been disamed, No
attempt has been made to break up these bands, No attempt has been made adequ~
ately to patrol those borders, One does not lnow as yet the number of those who
have already invaded Palestine. The Mandatory Govemment has informed the
United Nations that already there are some 2500, BSome of newspape r agencies
have estimated the number at 7,000, Some at 15,000, One Zoes not know the
exact number tut it is quite conceivable that, given the invitation of an open
door and given immunity from arrest and immunity from disameament, more and more
will be tempted to come into the country,

This is what is giving the YTighuv great concern. Against the possible
incursion of large numbers of Arabs, an unpredictable number from neighboring
countries who are members of the United Nations and are pledged to observe
loyally the decisions of the United Nations, our defense forces are not adequ~
ately amed, and everything is being done both by Great Britain end the United
States to see that they do not get ams, I con understand the action of Great
Britain, though I cannot forgive it: Great Britain has a clear policy in
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Palestine —— to weszken the position of the Jew as much as possidle, to strengthen
the position of the Arab as much as possible, to dring about & collapse of the
plan of the United Nations or to seek a revision which will be acceptable to

Mr, Bevin, to please the Arabs of the neighboring countries because Great Britain
at the moment is actively engaged in trying to make treaties with these neighbor-
ing comtriess Though the one it completed with Iraq turned out disastrously,
Bevin is not discourasged. The British line is clear. They have not accepted

the partition solution. They have told the world that they have no intention

of implementing it, slthough they did say that they would loyally abide by the
decision, Vhat loyalty means to Mr, Bevin, I cannot say; or honor for that
matter, or truth. EHowever, I do say that I can understand the position of

Great Britain in wishing to keep the 700,000 Jews of Palestine as defenseless

as possible; it con thus exercise pressure upon that seemingly defenseless com-
munity. BSo it searches every ship that come to Tel-Aviv or to Haifa to make
sure that there is not a rifle there or a gun or a bullet which might help the
Jews of Palestine to defend themselves.

What is, however, absolutely incomprehensible to me is the position of our
own Government. I cannot understand vhy, having along with thirty-two other
nations resolved that there shall be set wp in Palestine a Jewish Btate, knowing
full well that this Jewish State is being menaced by Arsb States that have made
no secret of thelr intentions to destroy it, the United States of America should
clamp down an ams embarzo which makes it impossible for this menaced and
threatened state to defend iteelf. I read the statement of Mr. Marshall this
morning., I have high regard for Mr. Marshall. I suspect —- I don't know =-
that while his signature is effixed to that document, it was written Dy somebody
else — I even suspect by whom, It is a document which is clever, legal, techni-
cal, fomal -~ if technicallty and formalism are adeguate for this desperate
el tuation -~ but clearly not realistic, clearly not reassuring. Thirty Republi-
can Congressmen had asked Mr., Marshall about the shipment of ams by Great
Britain to the neighboring Arsd commtries and as to vhether these shirments
might not endanger the peace in that part of the world and negatively effect
the decision of the United Nations. The same question was asked in the House
of Commons and the British Defense Minigter, Mr., Alexander, stated that his
government has no reason to suppose that ams assizned to 'ira‘b States under
treaties would find their way to Palestine, ¥or the Homse of Commons that is
an adequate answer, buf why should our State Department accept so ludicrous an
enswer? On December 17, 1947, seven Arab Prime Ministers of the seven Arsb
countries issued a joint communique in vhich they declared that they would
supply the Arabs of Palestine with ams, money and men., We must, therefore,
assume that these Arab States have very carefully separated the weapons which
they received from Great Britain and their other wespons, and are making sure
that those sacred wespons will never fall into the hande of the Arabs of Pales-
tines, On Jenuary 14, 1948, the Egyptian newspeper, Al-Masri, reported - and
I am quoting -~ tHht:"all arms used by the Ireql volunteers in Palestine are
modem wespans supplied by Britain." BEverybody in the liiddle East knows this.
But our State Department wants us to believe that it isn't so,

Our State Department also want us to believe that inasmuch as there has
been no overt act in that part of the world, the question of sending an inter-
national force has really not arisen., One wonders vhat our State Department
understands by an "overt act." Vhen you publicly emnounce, as the representa-
tives of the Arab States did at the United Nations within the hearing of all
of us, that they do not accept the Palestine decision, that they will resist
it; vhen the seven Prime Minisiérs of those states amnounce publicly that they
will supply ams to those who intend to bring about 2 revision of the decision
by violence; when they permit volunteers to train in their countries, equip
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them and am them and send them across the borders to fight in Palestine «=God in
Heaven, what is an overt act, if these are not? Why does our State Department
lend i{tself to such legalistic and technical folderol vhen the lives of human
beings are at stake, the life of a people is at stake?

The Hagenech is well able to tzke care of the situation, provided it is not
confronted by unpredictable attack under one camouflege or another from the
neighboring countries. To meet that kind of an attack it needs new equirment.

Its main problem is not the problem of manpower. I have had occasion to see

the youth of Palestine. There is no finer youth in the world, Splendid young
men end young women with ealm and courage and fine self-discipline and unques-
tioned loyalty. They are completely dependable. I visited some of their camps.
I remember in one camp where there were some 900 of these young men and young
women, they asked me to talk to them. I asked them vhat message they would

like me to bring bdack to their fellow Jews in America, and in one voice they
cried out: "Give us weapons; t'nu lanu neshek. We are prepared to fight,if
necessary, with bare fists, but certainly you wouldn't ask that of us. Give us
the weapons that we need," And so there are three things which the Yishuv would
like to see done as it fights for statehood and for survivel =-it is thinking at
the moment in tems of both statehood and survival, First of all, it needs
wespons; weapons cen be had (without great difficnlty) even in spite of the
embargo. If they cemnot be had in this countyry they cen be had elsewhere, but
money is needed; large sums of money, cash, end immediately. On May 15, it will
be too late. You are dealing here with a situation where every day, every hour
is an etemity for the Tishuv., The st: r it is, the easier will be the politi-
cal campaign; the weaker it is, the moye difficult will be the political campaign.

Next to weapons -~ and here we can help -~ the Yichuv would like to see the
Jewigh Militia drought into existence immediately. The United Nations Commission
has asked for the right to establish this militia as ckly as possidle., Great
Britein has refused, and the United States has raised no objection. It takes
time to orgenize a militia, to train 1%, to equip it. It is prepostercus to
assume, and the British would like to have us mssume, that on May 15 they are
laying down the Mendate and guitting, and on May 1 or May 7 or May 9 a Jewish
Nilitia can be created over night and take over the defense of the country.

The Yishuv is prepared to bear the brunt of self-defense dut it must de glven
time to organize end weapons with which to amm itself, I have yet to hear a
word from our State Department urzing that steps be taken immediately towards
the organization of a Jewish Militia so that ;g wvill be ready -- completely
ready == on May 15. Then, thirdly, the Yishuv would like to see an international
force in Palestine. It need not be large, it may be merely a token force, as a
symbol to the Arad world that if they persist in fighting they will not only
fight the Jews of Palestine but will be fighting the wvhole world, ZEvidently
this request will be made of the Securlity Council. It is a logical request.

The United States Government up to this moment has not indicated what its posi-
tion will bes I couldn't understand the statement vhich I read this moming

on that particular subject, The inference seems to be that the United States

is wvalting to see what the Security Council will decide, Well,in Heaven's name,
the United States is a member of the Security Council, It has a voice in the
making of the decision and a not insignificant voice — perhaps the most signif-
cant voice there. What is it waiting for?

The idea has arisen in certain circles or is being circulated that if there
is to be an international force, it must be made up of the great powers., That
would include the Soviet Union and -~ the argument runs —- if the Soviet Union
sends some soldiers to Palestine, if one out of every five in the international
force is a Boviet soldier sent there for a definite period of time under the
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direction of the United Nations, that will mean Soviet penetration into the
Middle Bast, for once Soviet soldiers get there they will net get out. This
cheap propaglnd.a has been spread far and wide throughout the circles of govem=
ment. Actually, we have in the Palestine decision one issue on which the United
States and the Soviet Union have agreed., VWhy then should they not be pemitted
to carry out their decisions togather, along with the other nations. But all
you have to say today is "communiem" and that ends the argument. Thers is no
rhyme or reason —— a slogan is enough. Since there is this opposition to an
international force of blg powers, you quite naturally suggest an international
force of the smaller powers. Other objections are raised, all aimed at the seme
end: that the United Nations shall not act effectively in the situation and that
it shall collapse.

I want to say one word in connection with a new line which has begun to make
itself heard in the last few doys. We thousht on November 29 that the long debate
which had gone on, not mercly for months but for years, about Palestine, had fina-
ally ended with the decision of the United Nations. Ten weeks later the whole
debate is being end all the hackneyed arguments that were repeated time
and agalp th the long months of the debate preceding the decision end all
the arguments vhich we heard at the time of the Anglo-American Committee of In~
quiry, are now being trotted out as new arguments, as though something new hes
happened in the world in the last ten weeks, The intention is of course to force
the abandonment of the plan or 2 revisions Pious volces tell ust: There is
shooting in Palestine; scme people have been killed; it is terridle; this plan
of the United Nations is unworksble. Though nobody has yet teken the first step
to convert the plan from paper to same form of reality, it is concluded that
the plan is unworkable and therefore & new compromise should be found by celling
together the moderates of the two cemps. One hears the plea for a compromise
from Dr, Magnes, from Dorothy Thompson, from magazines of all kinds —— and I stend
absolutely bewildered, I had thought that the plam of partition was the supreme
compromige to end all compromises; that is how the UNSCOP Commission clearly
envisaged 1t, The Commission met with all the groups concemed, listened to all

proposals, weighed all plens, and found none of them acceptable, It finally said
t.hst the only yracticel and feasible solution, vhich would satisfy nédther of the
two parties, would be partition. The UNSCOP report read: "It was recognized by
all members of the Commission that an effort must be made to find a solution which
would avoid meeting fully the cldui of one group at the expense of committing
great injustice against the other,"

Thus this compromise solution was found, and Herschel Johnson speaking for
the United States delegation on November 22 said: "I think that there is no
delegation here which does not knmow that no plan has ever been presented either
to this Assembly or to the Mandatory Government which would meet with the accept-
ance of both the Arabs and the Jews... No such plen," he said, "has ever been
presented and I do not believe that any such plan will ever be presented. If we
are to effect through the United Nations a solution of this problem it cannot be
done without the use of the knife, Nelther the Jews nor the Arabs will ever be
completely satisfied with anything we do and it is just as well %o bear that in
Qh ind," 4And so he stated for the United States Govemment ten weeks ago that

is plan of partition offers in the view of the United States delegation, the
best practicable present opportunity and possibility of obtaining in a future
foreseeable to us now a peaceful settlement in Palestine."

Now partition is bdeing presented as a Jevish proposel,as the proposal of the
Zionist extremistss I remember this same Miss Dorothy Thompson going after me
with tongs because I opposed partition and therefore was the extremist -- a
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violent extremist ~- while those who favored partition were the statesmen, the
patient moderates, praised to the skies, Now that partition has been zccepted

by the Zionist movement, the partitionists are the violent extremists, and another
type of moderate has to be found for snother compromise. And nothing is said about
what this compromise is to be and what will happen if the Arabs in keeping with
their long line of resistance to any compromise resist even this last one. At
this late stage when the nations of the world, after months of research snd in-
vestigation, heart-searching, study and discussion, have finally arrived at this
solution, those who now propose that the solution be scuttled and new compromises
be sought are thinking -~ consciously or unconsciously =~ in tems of compromises
which will force the Jewish people to make still further concessions, to reduce

a country which was to have been a Jewlsh National Home covering 40,000 square
miles, from the 5,000 square miles now allotted it, down further to some 1little
minuscular Vatican City. If that is not in their minds, then they are simply
thinking of endless delays as a means of frustrating any solution of the problem, °
and thereby catapulting Palestine into endless chaos. Bewagre of our friends --

if you can czll them that -~ bearing gifts in pious baskets.

I want to say one word to you, my friends, about what we ought to do. What
is it we are asking of our Govermnment? Nothing new -- absolutely nothing new, We
are agsking it to stand by its commitments, It made its decision after long years
of promises. Now suddenly I read in the papers that the United States Government
exerted pressure upon other mations on behalf of partition. You and I know better,
We know with what great diffienlty our ewn Govermment was finally persuaded to
remain true to a quarter of a century of tradition, Congressional resolutions and
party commitments. When it voted for partition, it joined the Govermments of other
nations which cannot conceivably be accused of having been influenced by a Jewish
vote at home; indeed, in many cases, their Jewish pomulations were either insignif-
icant or almost non-existents All four British dominions were emong those which
voted for partition, and only two Christian countries in the world opposed the
plan. To assert, as is often done, that American suprort came through pressure of
the Jewish vote is a contemptible defamation of America, Of course, the Jews of
America are deeply concerned with this problem. The Jews in Palestine are blood
of their blood, and flesh of their flesh, Of cenrse, we want to see our Govern-
ment help the Jews achieve the Jewish State, but the basis of cur claim is not the
pressure of votes, It is the pressure of morality, the pressure of law; the pres-
sure of justice; the pressure of the spirit,

Whenever I have sat down to discuss our problem with Mr, MeCormack or with
other members of Congress, as I have done through these long years, I have yet to
recall, and I am sure Mr., MeCormack will bear me out, a single instance in which I
raised the question of the Jewish vote. But once having stamped the seal of
American aspproval upon this plan which is to solve one of the greatest interna-
tional oproblems, which is to give the Jewish peonle at long last a chance to
rebuild its 1life in its ancestral home, finding peace, security and dignity for a
storm~-tossed and life-buffetted netion, once we have come to this glorious
consummation as we did on November 29th and the road is open for this realizationm,
have we not the right to ask of our Government to see the thing through, to give
it the authority and the prestige of this great democrascy and to facilitate, not
to make difficult or obstruct or delsy, but to facilitate the implementation of
the plan? When our Government becomes eammest about any of its foreign policies,
ladies and gentlemen, it knows exactly what to do, and does it with dispatch, with
a full heart and a full hand, without weiting for any sanctions or mandates from
the United Nations. When we resolved on a certain policy in Creece and Turkey,
right or wrong, it became our policy. We sent Greece money, weapons, a military
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miesion, naval detachments, marines -— that is how this Government backs up a
foreign policy about which it is in eamest. In the case of the Palestine
decision which should normally now be part of our foreign policy, the only actions
our Government has so far teken are the embargo and the threat to take away their
pasgsports from Jewish boys -— not those who are going to Palestine = but those
who are in Palestine, who are being attacked just like all the other Jews in
Palestine, and who joined up with our defense units to protect their livess I was
in Pelestine when the American Consul received instructions from the Btate Depart~
ment to announce that these brave American boys, G.I.s, who had fought for America
in the Second World Wer, are in danger of having thelr passports taken away from
thems I was ashamed of myself as an American citizen, I couldn't explain to my
fellow Jews in Palestine vhat was happening in Washington.

We have the right to go to our Govermment, to the administration and to the
head of the Government, for it is the head of a2 Government who is responsidble for
the foreign policy. We have the right to ask in the name of America, in the name
of American honor, in the name of the U,N, which America haa.ped to bring into
existence, and in the name of the Jewish people here and in Palestine, that our
Government do its utmost quickly because time is of the essence. Any delay con-
tridbutes to disintegration ané anarchy; action must be taken gquickly, decisively,
to see that this decision is fully carried out. There is a time schedule -~ one
date has already been missed, and our Government did not protest, That was
February 1st on which, according to the plan of the United Nations, the Fort of
Tel Aviv was to be declared an cpen port and turmned over to the incipient Jewish
State. When that day epproached Great Britein said, "No," and our Government said
nothings There is another day coming -~ April lst -- when the provisional govemn-
ment is to be established, Dluring these critical weeks the militia has to de
created, equipped. The State must be prepared for any eventuality, for May 15th
when the Mandatory lays down its Mandate. We have a right to ask of our Govern-
ment the lifting of the embargo, the modificatiom of the embargo. The U.N, did
not recommend the embargo. It was 2 unilateral act of our Government, It must
be lifted if a Jewish militia is to be created in Palestines We have the right
to ask of our Government that when the Palestine case goes to the Security Council
this week or next week, it should not sit idly by and see vhat other govermments
will do and perhaps allow the request for an intermetional force to go by default,
That may quite easily happen in the Security Council especially if the most power-
ful nation on earth remains silent and gives no guidance to the others, We have
the right to ask of our Government that it take a position of affimmative leader-
ship and back up the request of the U.N. Commission in the Security Council.

We, the United States, helped to destroy the Leazue of Nations by refusing
to join it and thus prepared the way for the Second World Wars I spoke with a
very high personage in the Council of the U.N, recently and he said to me: "There
is every possibility that if this decision of the U,¥. is scuttled, then the U,N.
will collapses There will be no reason for its continued existence if any of 1ts
decisions taken after months of work can be undone simply by threats and intimida-
tion on the part of certain nations, The U,V. might as well fold up. And the
responsibility," he said, "regrettably will again be at the doorstep of the
United States, because everybody knows that whatever the United States will say
or do in this matter will be decisive."
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Good friends, when you go to see your congressmen and your senators, as I
hope you will do, and unfold to them the story as I and others have tried to do,
bring this fact to thelr attention: that much more is involved in this than
Palestines There is involved the sole hope of mankind for a more decent order
of society in the years to comes The prestige and authority of the United Nations
will be fully established if the Palestine decision is loyally carried outs The
collapse of the United Nations may not come next week or next month, any more than
the collapse of the League of Nations took place immediately after its fallure to
check Japanese aggression in Menchuria, But that failure made the League's fall
inevitables For there is a chain of inevitable events in history, And so the
UJN,"s fallure to act on Palestine would hurt menkind, even as it would hurt the
Jewish people.

We are on the eve of the last battle. With all my criticism of the American
Government and of its policies, I have always believed -« and I do now == that
when the fins]l moment of decision comes, as it came on November 29th, the American
Government will express the sentiments of the Anerican people, We must make those
sentiments heard in Washington and throughout the country in the next days, in the
next critical weekss DBe on the alert, be mobilized, exercise every ounce of energy
and influence you possess in every sphere of influence that you know of] Stand on
guard with our brave sons and daughters of Judea in Palestine, and with God
Almighty we will win throughl



AMERICAN. ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Chai men of Local Emergency Committees Date February 26, 1948

Abe Tuvinm

The statement made by Ambassador Austin on behalf of the United States in the
meeting of the United Nations Security Council on February 24, is replete with
ingenious formulas which lend themselves to diverse interpretations, More im-
portant than the actual wording is the intent behind the delibderately vague text.

The purpose behind this document is to embark upon a procedure which, vhile

supporting the United Nations Assembly plan in principle, will lend itself to
delays and may lead, in the guise of consultations, to the reopening of the
question of Palestine's political future.

Indeed, under the consultation procedures enviseged in the statement, the time-
limits of April 1st and of May 15th, set by the Generpl Assembly for the esta-
blishment of & Provisional Council of Government and for the termination of
Britich rule, can easily be reached without a Council of Government having
been constituted, without an intemmational force having bdeenltrought into deing,
and with chaos reigning in Palestine, This would lend apparent justification
to a last-minute request to the British Government to continue ruling Palestine
beyond May 15th, a request which the British Govemment would "magnamimously”
grant if its conditions and desires were agreed to.

Another thought vhich may well have been present in the minds of the real
avthors of the statement made by Mr, Austin is that in the course of the can-
sult ations with the British Government, the Jews and the Arabs, opportunities
would present themselves further to whittle docwn the United Nations plane

This attempt to arrive at an eventual revision of the United Nations plam through
the device of consultations and negotiations should be fully exposeds It repre-
sents an inadrlssi’l2 departure from the position of the United Stsies as de-
fined by Mr, Lerschel Johnson in his gpeech tefore the General Assembly of the
United Nations on November 26, 1947, as follows:

"Much has been said during the course of these debates on the

Ge ziranility end necessity of presenting to the Genersl Assemdly
o pla wiuch would cormand the agrzement of toth %the prircipal
yrovigaisls In 4hi, sitoation. 1 think there is no delezation
hers y+ich does not know that no plan has ever been presenled,
either to this Assembly or to the Mandatory Government during
its long years of tenure, or in any other place, which would
meet with the acceptance of bdoth the Arabs and the Jews. No
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such plan has ever been presented, and I do not believe that any
such plan will ever be presented. If we are to effect through the
United Nations a solution of this problem, it cannot be done with-
out the use of the knife., VNeither the Jews nor the Arabs will
ever be campletely satisfied with snything we do, and it is just
as well to bear that in mind..."

This was the basis on which the Government of the United States decided to
support the Partition Plan. The question before us is whether the Administration
will cooperate in the implementation of that plan or whether the Administration
is becoming an instrument in the hands of those who seek to upset it, The cir-
cuitous and equivocal stand expressed in the Austin statement unfortunately lends
credence to the latter interpretation,

All available evidence indicates that the equivocal position which found expres-
sion in the Austin statement has bean engineered by career officials whose bitter
hostility to the United Fations Planm is notorious, end by oil company lobbyists
who seek to change American policy to suit their private interests. It is deeply
disturbing, however, to observe to what extent the President of the United States,
the Secretary of State, end the Chief American Delegate to the Security Council
are influenced. by these groups and are lending themselves to so iniquitous a
policy.

It is equelly disturbing to observe that this policy is pursued despite the
denger which it connotes to the future effectiveness of the United Nations, man-
kind's principal safeguard of peace. If carried on, this policy would constitute
a disastrous betrayal of the ideal of the United Nations.

Against this perfomance, you should at once raise your voice in protest. You
are, therefore, requested

1) to take urgent steps to explain the facts to the newspaper editors, radio
commentators, politicians, clergymen, teachers, znd other moulders of public
opinion in your locality;

2) to request all our friends, both Jewish and Gentile, to express their views
and their indignation in letters snd telegrams to the President and the Secretary
of State;

3) to request all our friends to express their views in letters, telegrams and
telephone cells to their Senators and Representatives, urging their immediate

intervention to stop this latest device to upset the United Hations plan.

AT:BEF



ASSOCIATION OF PAERNTS OF AMERICAN STUDENTS IN PALESTINE
314 West 91 Street

New York 24, N, Y.

Telephone: TRafalgar 7-4885

FOR RELEASE: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1948

PARENTS OF AMERICAN STUDENTS IN PALESTINE SUEMIT MEMORANDUM
T0 PRESIDENT TRUMAN AND SECHETARY MARSHALL SUPPORTING SELFP-DEFENSE MEASURES
DECLARE THAT AMERICAN STUDENTS ARE OBJECTS OF "THREATS"
BY U.S. CONSULATE IN JERUSALEM

New York, Feb, 20 —~ In a memorandum sent today to President Truman and
Secretary of State Marshall, the Assoclation of Parents of American Students in
Palestine requested that studente from the United States be given the "basic
human right" to defend themselves when attecked without threat of penalization
by the American Consulate in Jerusalem.

The Association, which represents "500 parents of students who are now in
Palestine," stated that while American students do not ask for any "extraordinary
measures of protection" from the U,8. Government, "they trust that their Govern~
ment will not withhold from them those services and amenities which citizens
engaged in lawful pursuits in any forelign country have a right to expects

"A1l of our children, and especially those who have fought in the armed
forces of our country, would regard with amazement any suggestion that they are
not to defend themselves when attacked. We svbmit that such conduct cannot be
expected from those who have been brought up in the American tradition and have
fought for the liberties of the land they love," the memoramdum etated.

e cannot believe that our Government would act to impair their civic status
or to penalize them in any other way if they exercise that right. And yet state-
ments have gppeared, ascribed to our Consulate in Jeruselem, which contain such

threats,” the Parente! group asserted.
(more)
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Mrs, Selma Borowsky and Mrs. Peter Sokolower, president and secretary re=
spectively of the Assocliation, were signatories to the memorandum in behalf of
thelr group. They pointed out that many of the American students in Palestine
were studying there under the G.I, Bill of Rights., Most of the American students
attend the Hebrew University in Jerusalem or the Hebrew Institute of Technology
in Haifa, they disclosed.

The memorandum pointed out that while carrying out the nomal course of their
studies in Palestine during the present difficulties, American students "are com-
pelled to take all proper and necessary measures to secure thelr safety against
those who threaten their lives.

"In teking those measures it is natural and, indeed, vital that they cooperate
with all others in Palestine who are similarly threatened." In defending them-
selves against personal danger, "our sons and daughters are only exercising an
elementary humen right, and are violating no law of man or God in doing so," the
Agsociation insicted.

%At the same time, it should be stressed, they are defending the policy of
thelr country end the integrity of the United Nations, upon which the peace of
the world so largely depends. The lawful world for which mankind yeamms will
not come into existence by discouraging end penalizing those who stand on the
gide of the law against those who seek to overthrow it," it was stated,

The full text of the memorandum follows:

MEMORANDUM FROM THE
.LSSOOIATION OF PARENTS OF AMERICAN STUDENTS IN PALESTINE
TO HONe EA.R.‘RY S. TRMAW
February 20, 1948

The Association of Parents of American Students in Palestine represents some
500 parents of students who are now in Pelestine attending the Hebrew University
at Jerusalem, the Hebrew Institute of Technolosy at Haifa and other institutiors
of leaming in Pelestine. Many of these students are veterans of the recent war
and are attending those institutions under the G.I. Bill of Rights. In view of
the fact that the security and welfare of our sons znd daughters in Palestine are
affected by the disturbed conditions now prevailing in the Holy Lend, as well as
by statements ascribed to our Consulate in Jerusalem threatening their status as

(more)
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American citizens, which have been published in the United States, we respectfully
beg leave to submit to you the following considerations:

l. Our sons and daughters now in Palestine are engaged in the lawful and
legitimate occupation of sclentific study and reseerch in institutions of high
eénd recognized standing., They proceeded to Falestine for that purpose prior to
the outbreak of the present disturbances, and with the consent of thelr Government.
Their presence in Palestine, moreover, gives them the opportunity of which they are
proud to make use, to represent and promote the spirit and ideals of their country
in & backward region of the world. They do not intend to abandon their studies
under threat of violence from lawless elements, It is their intention, on the
contrary, to continue and complete their studies in the institutions in which
they are matriculated. They ask for no extraordinary measures of protection on
their behalf from their Government, but they trust that thelr Government will not
withhold from them those services and smenities which citizens engaged in lawful
pursuits in any foreign country have & right %o expect.

2. In the pursuit of their lawful ocoupetion in Palestine, our sons and
daughters are compelled to take all proper and necessary measures to secure their
safety against those who threaten their lives, In t:king those measures it is
natural and, indeed, vitzl that they cooperate with all others in Palestine who
are similarly threatened.

3« We cannot believe that our Govemment would attempt to deny our sons and
daughters this basic humen right. We cannot believe taat our Government would act
to impalr their civic status or to penaiize them in any other wey if they exercise
that right, And yet statements have cppeared ascribed to our Consulate in Jeru-
salem which contain such threate. ALl of our childron, snd especially those who
have fought in the amed forces of thel? country, would regerd with emazement any
suggestion that they are not to defend themselves when attacked, We subtmit that
such conduct camnot be expected from those who have been brousht up in the Ameriean
tradition and have fought for the liberties of the land they love.

4. Desply concermed as we are over the security end status of our sons and
daughters now in Palestine, we feel that the general situation that has prevalled
in that country since the decision of the United Nations fo partition it into
Arasb and Jewish States, beareg vitzlly on the safety of our children. Our sone
and daughters in Palectine and we, thelr parents in America, hailed that decision,
and we rejoiced especislly because our country played a leading, and perhaps
decigive, part in its sdeption. Since that decigion, Palestine has suffered
unabated violence and bloodshed as a result of Arab sttacks upon the Jews.

5, In view of the part played by our Government in the adoption of the
United Nations decision, we expected, and so did our sons and danghters in Pales-
tine, that our Govermment would do what is proper and necessary to prevent the
decision from being nullified by violence, They and we expected that our Govern~
ment would at leagt refrain from doing anything that might impeir the ability
of those attacked to defend themselves, They did not expect that our Govemment
would impose an embargo on arms which has the effect of denying wespons of de=
fense to those attacked, at a time when the attackers are procuring arms from
the governments of neighboring Aradb states, which, in tum, continue to procure
erms from Great Britain,

6 The policy of obstruction and sabotage of the United Nations decision
on the part of the Mendatory Power, igs 2 matter of public record, and it has a
g@istinct bearing on the security and welfare of our sone and daughters in Pales-
tine. Most of them attend the Hebrew University and reside in Jerusalem, where,

(more)



-4 -

as they inform us, they are deprived of essential items of food, and of fuel for
heating and cocking, because the police and military of the Mandatory Power have
not only failed to protect the convoys on the supply road between Jerusalem and
Tel Aviv, but have prevented the Jews from protecting them by disemming their
convoy guards and interfering with their efforts to repel attacks. BSuchk conduct
on the part of the forces of the Mandatory Power as well as its refusal to open

a port for the entry of Jewish refugees, its refusal to recognize a Jevish militia,
its refusal to let the United Nations Commission come to Palestine early emough

to function effectively, cannot fail to encoursge the Arab aggressors and thus
increase the threat to the safety of our sons and daughters.

7+ We are adviscd that the threats sgainst the status of our sons and
daughters as citizens of the United States, which have been reported as emanating
from our Consulate in Jervsalem, are without werrant in lav or precedent. In
defending themselves agoinst immediate personal dmnger, our sons and daughters
are only exercising an elementaiy humen right, and are violating no law of man
or God in doing so. At the same time, it should be stressed, they are defending
the policy of their country and the integrity of the United Nations, upon which
the peace of the world so largely depends. The lawful world for which menkind
yearns will not come into existence by discouraging and penalizing those who stand
on the side of the law against those who uok to overthrow it.

8+ We respectfully request, therefore, that agents of our Government be
restrained from making our sons and daughters the targets of threats and innuendos,
We also request that our Government proceed vigorously with its Palestine policy
as expressed in its strong support of the United Nations decision, using its in-
fluence with the Mandatory Fower to the end that it will aid rather than thwart
the implementation of that decision, and 1ifting the embargo on amms so that the
victims of violent aggression will not be handicapped in their efforts to defend
themselves. We are confidemt that such action by our Govemment will go very far
towards insuring the safety of our sons and daughters and helping them to complete
their studies in Palestine.

Respectfully submitted,
Association of Parents of American
Students in Palestine

Mrs. Selma J, Borowsky, President
46 West 83 Street, New York City

Mrs, Peter Bokolower, Secretary
750 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, ¥, Y,

ot I



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

From

MEMORANDUM

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committee Date February 25, 1948

Abe Tuvim

Enclosed you will find the address by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver at
the Extraordinary Conference of the American Zionist Emergency Counmcil
held in Washington, D. C., on February 16, and the political analysis
by Dr. Emanuel Neumenn at the seme Conference on February 15. This
precents 2 wealth of mateirial which you may apply to your current
efforts, |

A directive is being prepared covering our political situation in
view of the address of Semator Warren Austin before the Security Council
of the United Nations. This directive will go forward to you teamorrow.
It will clearly indicate the need for increased efforts by our communities
and our friends in the present campaizn.

Regards.

AT:RB
Encs.



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Chai men of Local Emergency Committees Bte March 5, 1948

Abe Tuvim

An article by Lessing J. Rosenwald, president of the American Council for
Judaism, entitled "The Fallacies of Palestine," is scheduled to appear in
next week's issue of Collier's Magazine, This office has received advance
copies of the article, which is compounded of distortions, misstatements
and half-truths and is clearly designed to prejudice public opinion sgeinst
our entire movement,

We shall, of course, make every effort to bring abont the publication of a
refutation in Collier's. However, we need not weit until next vweek to indi-
cate our displeasure at the fact that the editors of Collier's should, at

this time, publish an anti-Zionist article by an individual who represents

a very small section of American Jewry and whose views have been repeatedly
repudiated by the Americen Jewish community as a whole. May I suggest, there-
fore,that letters go forward at once to Collier's,based upon the information
that an anti-Zionist piece by Lessing Rosemwald -~ advence copies of vhich
have already been circulated — is scheduled to sppoar in the megaszine, and
protesting that an unpopular minority opinion should be prominently displayed
at the very moment when intemational decisions which will determine the
future of Palestine are in the making. Buch letters should, of course, call
for the presentation of the Jewish position by someons who nccuntaly reflects
Jewish op:l.n:lon-

It will be particularly helpful if letters along these lines are sent by
Collier's subscribers. Communications should be addressed to Walter Davenport,
Editor, and Williem L. Chenery, Publisher, Collier’s Magazine, 260 Park Avenue,
New York 17, N. Y.

AT:RB
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

From

MEMORANDUM

Ched mmen of Local Emergency Committees Date  Pobruary 17, 1948

Ade Tuvim

Attached you will find a press releese covering the National Emergency Con-
ference of the American Zionist Emergency Council held in Washington on
February 15th and 16th., This incindes the resolutions which were adopted
unanimously by the assembled delegates of spproximately 800 representatives
of Jewlsh communities in 35 staies. The relerce does not include the ex-
cellent political analysis made by Dr, Eusnuel Neunaun at the morning session
on February 15th, nor the brillisnt sumary of the Palestine sftuation and the
fervent appeal made by Dr, Abba Hillel Silver. These will be gent to you
vithin a few days.

We suggest that the material contained in the resolutions bde used as the key
points in our propaganda approach to news columns, editors, radio commentators
and Christian contacts, They summarize our objectives most effectively.

I take this occasion to express the vholehearted appreclation of the American
Zionist Hmergency Comnoil for the megnificent response to our call for the
Imergency Conference. Both the spirit aud the content of the Conference were
of a high order. The men and women who came to Vashington carried out their
directives in an efificient and constmctive manzer., We feel that as a result
our position has improved someshat, but mest assuredly not to the extent which
would emable us to nlow down the woxlt which has been ocutlined to you and which
you are carrying on. Every effort must be stepped-up. '[he telegrem amd
letter cempaign must be continued, We must also mafatain our alertness with
regard to newspaper material, radio reports and corments, Mass meetings must
be held through which we cen place our case before the public, Christian cmn-
tacts muet be expanded end wherever possible our Chirfetion :!'risn&s should Ye
agked to send letters and telegrums and hold meetings under their own suspices.

Kindest mmo

ATIEB
Enc.



PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
Associated Organziations
Zionist Organization of America * Hadassah  Mizrachi Organization of America » Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion
United Zionists-Revisionists of America » Hashomer Hatzair » Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party)
342 Madison Avenue * New York 17, N. Y. = MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EMERGENCY CONFERENCE OF 800 ZIONIST LEADERS CALLS UPON
UNITED STATES GOVERNVMENT "TO RE-ASSERT ITS INITIATIVE"
IN UNITED NATIONS Oﬁ PALESTINE DECISION
REPRISENTATIVES FROM 35 STATES URGE MODIFICATION OF U.S.
EMBARGO AND ASK AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR JEWISH MILITIA;
ZIONIST DELEGATES CONFER WITH HOUSE AND SENATE MEMBERS

Washington, D.C., Feb. 16 -- The National Conference of
Zionist leaders, convoked by the American Zionist Emergency Council,
today called upon the United States “to re-assert its initiative
in the United Nations and to teke zetion to vindicate the integrity
of American policy."

In & tri-fold request addressed t0 the United States Govern-
ment, the 800 Zionist leaders representing 35 states, specifically
asked the immediate modification of the American embargo on arms
to the Middle East; action by the Security Council against the
nations defying the United Nations Resolution on Palestine, and
the formation of & Jewish militia and "of such international forces
as may be required" to carry out the Palestine decision.

Participants in the National Emergency Conference, which was
held in the Jewish Communi ty Center, repnresented approximately
250 cities throughout the United States. The Zionist leaders



- I

spent most of today calling upon Congressmen and Senators from
thelr sections of the country. The leglslators were given a
detalled report on the orisis in the Holy Land and were enjoined
to take such steps that would lead to the immediate implementa-
tion of the Upited Nations decision on Palestine.

An eye-witness aceount of the present position of Jews in
Palestine was given last night by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, head
of the American Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and
Chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council, who recently
made an emergency return from the Holy Land.

Declaring that threats, intimidation and aggression were
forces vhich helped to destroy the League of Natlons while the
United States stood 1dly by, Dr. Silver said: "If the work of
the UN can be scuttled by Arab threats, then the United Nations
might as well fold up and everyone Will know the blame will 1lie
at the door of the United States, Dr. Silver charged.

In the resolutions adopted unanimously by the Conference,
reference also Was made to recent statements by President Truman
and Secretary Marshall to the effect that the United States was
continuing to support the UN decision on Palestine.

"It (the Conference) finds it indefensible," the resolution
stated, "that the Government of the United States has, on the
one hand, falled to act in the face of this grave situation, and
on the other hand, by certaln specific actions of its own has
contributed to its deterioration.”

The full text of the resolutions adopted by the Conference

follows:
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REST.UTIONS

I. The National Emergency Conference of the American Zionist
Emergency Gouncil, mesting in Washington, D. C., on February 15,
194&, sends its message of greetings and solidarity to the valiant
em attled Yishuv in Palestine. It pledges the whole-hearted
support of American JeWwry to our brothers in Palestine in our

common strugzle to establish the Jewisa State.

II. The Conference condemns the sabotage of the UN Resolution by
the British Government. After insisting on sole control over
Palestine, the British CGovernment has not only failed to maintain
public order, but is using these powers of control to encourage
lawlessness on the part of Arab extremists, to permit the invasion
of Palestine by armed Avab bands from neighboring countries, and
to disarm and otherwlge prevent effective defense by the Jewisgh

defense forces in the country.

ITI. The Conference takes coguigence of the statements of the
President of the United States and of the Secrctery of State to
the effect that the United States.Government continues to support
the settlement &arrived at by tiie United Nations.

It, therefore, finds it indefensible taat the Government of
the United States has, on the one hand, failed to aet in the face
of this grave situetion, and, on the other nand, by tertain speci-

fic actions of its own, has contributed to its deterioration.

IV. The Conference cglls upon the Government of the United States

t0 re-assert its initistive in the United Nations and to take
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action to vindicate the integrity of American policy.

The Conference, specifically, calls upon the Government of
the United States:

(a) To instruct the American Delegation to the United Nations
Security Council to obtain faithful compliance with the UN Resolu-
tion by all governments concerned and to take all necessary measures
against those member states of the United Nations which openly defy
the General Agsgembly's Resolution;

(b) To instruct the American Delegation to the United Nations
Security Couneil that it support, and, 1f necessary, 1lnitiate, the
formation of a militia for the Jewish State and of such inter-
national forces as may be required to insure the speedy carrying
out of the Resolution of the Assembly;

(¢) To modify the embargo on arms to the Middle East so as
to insure an unimpeded flow of arms to the Jewish defense forces
in Palestine for the purpose of defending attacked Palestine Jevry,
which 1s upholding the UN Resolution.

V. The Conference appreciates the energy and devotion with which
the UN Palestine Commission is pursuing its task. The Conference
expects the UN Security Council to act decisively to implement
the Resoclution of the UN Assembly and to prevent defiance of the
Charter and of the Assembly Resolution by the Governments of the

Arab States and of the United Kingdom.
== =

#311 - 2/16/48
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PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
Associated Oyganziations
Zionist Organiration of America ¢ Hadassah « Mizrachi Organization of America » Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion
United Zionists-Revisionists of America » Hashomer Hatzair o Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party)

342 Madison Avenue * New York 17, N. Y. « MU 2-1160

FOR DINUEDIANE FELEASE

AMERICAN JEUS MOBILIZE TO FIGHT TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION'S
WACT OF BETRAYAL" ON PALESTINE
American Zionist Emergency Council .Gulla For Jationwide Demonstration .
of Public Indignation Against "Shocking Reversal"
Jewish War Veterans To Hold Protest Parade
- - -

Religious Organizations Call Day Of Mobilization And Prayer

New York, March 22 -~ American Jewry today mobilized to fight the Truman
Administration's reversal of its position on Palestine, which the American Zionist
Bnergency Council characterized as "nothing less than an act of betrayal,"

The Council, which represents the entire Zionist movement in the United
States, announced that a nationwide progrem of action has been launched to demon=
strate "whether American public opinion is willing to have our foreign policy dic-
tated by oll imperialists and British agents, or vhether it rmishes to maintain the
moral integrity and national honor of this country," Leading organizations are
cooperating in this national effort, including the Jewich War Veterens of the
United States of America, rabbinical and Jewish religious groups, as well as promi-
nent Christian bodies,

The Council was authorized to announce that the Jewish War Veterans will
bold a protest parade and demonstration on Sunday, 4pril .4th, in vhich that

(more)
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organization's state and county units of the lew York metropolitan area will partis
cipates All other veterans' groups have been invited to join in the demonstration
and it is anticipated that every veterans' organizaiion in New York will be repre-
sented,

A day of mobilization and prayer, called by the combined orthodox rabbini-
cal and lay organizations of America, will take place on Thursday, &pril 8th in
approximately 6,000 synagogues of the country. Organizations participating in this
effort include the Unlon of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canada,
Mizrachi Organization of America, Agudas Israel of America, Union of Grand Rabbis
of the United States and Canada, Hational %mﬂ of Young Israel, Vaad Harabanim,
and the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America. A similar program for a
day of intercession and prayer is being planned by the Synagogue Council of America
and the Rabbinical Assembly of America,

Jewish religious organizations in Palestine; England, South Africa and
Australia are participating in this effort, which will assume a worldwide character,

In eannouncing this mobilization of American public opinion the American
Zionist Emergency Couneil issued the following statement;

"The U, S« Government's reversal of its position on Pelestine is nothing
less than an act of betrayel. It is a betrayal of all the solemn commitments and
Pledges of every American administration since the time of Woodrow Wilson, and more
especially, of the repeated promises and declarations of the Truman Administration.
It is also a betrayal of the high objectives to which our Government is committed
in world affairs, and undermines faith in the noble utterances of our official
spokesmen with regard to the rights of small nations and the sanctity of internae
tional covenantss In striking this cruel blow at a small and persecuted peovle, the
Truman Administration has shaken the very foundations of the United Nations and has

{more)
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seriously compromised the future effectiveness of intemational organization to
preserve and maintain world peace.

"The citizens of this country will call the Administration to account for
its action. American pudlic opinion must now demonstrate whether it is willing
to have our foreign policy dictated by oil imperialists and British agents, or
whether it wishes to maintain the moral integrity and national honor of this
countrys The citizens will surely make their feelings known to an Administration
vhich employed the shabby procedure of going through the motions of consultation
on the implementation of partition while waiting for the opportune time to spring
this shocking reversal of policy. At the very ﬁme_nt‘ that Administration leaders
were assuring the American people that our Government continues to stand behind
the United Nations decision, a blueprint to scuttle partition wes in the inside
pockets of our representatives at the Tmifed Wations.

"We believe that the answer of the American people will be clear and em-
phatic: we will have none of this duplicity and double-dealing. Ve believe also
that American public opinion will give its fullest support to any action which
the Jewish community of Palestine may talke in carrying out the decision of the
nations of the world."

N B

#2313 - 3/22/48



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

From

MEMORANDUM

Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date March 22, 1948

Harry L. Shapiro

Last Saturdgy night we sent you the enclosed wire wvhich indicated the reaction

of organized Zionism to the latest act of betrayal by the Administration in
Washington in its program to scuttle the UN decision to partition Palestine.

Today we issued a release to the general press, a copy of which is enclosed,
further elucidating the Zionist postions In the release are listed certain
activities which are now under way to give public expression to our demand
that the Administration return to & recognition of its political and moral
obligations to support the UN decision and cease its efforts to destroy not
only Jewich hopes and established rights, but the United Nations itself.

In these two documents you will find the line to be followed in your efforts
to bring to bear the weight of public opinion on the Administration. Not
only must we now continue the telegram and letter-writing campaign, dbut it
is vitally necessary that we multiply the number of friends and adherents who
will make their voices heard in Washington. It is also essential that our
position be brought to the attention of your editors, columnists, radio com-
mentators, ministers, and public officials. Mass meetings are called for
vherever possible. Parades of veterans ond others should also be organised.
We are sure that the officers of the Jewish War Veterens end other veterans
gmupi g in all localities will lend themselves wholeheartedly to such an
activity.

We know that you will cooperate to the limit of your eapacity with those
organizations which, within a day or two, will smnnounce the day of mobiliza-
tion and prayer, (mursday. April 8th) which you will find outlined in the
enclosed release.

Keep in touch with us and let us know what you are doing and how we may be
of further service.

Regarﬂs.

HLS:THB
Encs,



American Zionist Emergency Council
342 Madison Avenue
New York 17, N. Y.

THE FOLLOWING NIGHT LETTER WAS SINT TO THE CHAIRMEN OF LOCAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEFES

MARCH 20, 1948

THE SHOCKING REVERSAL OF POLICY ANNOUNCED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT YESTERDAY IS
NOTHING LESS THAN AN ACT OF BETRAYAL. WE HAVE BEEN DEALT A SEVERE BIOW BY THOSE
WHO HAD PROFESSED FRIENDSEIP FOR OUR CAUSE AND OUR PEOPLE. IF THE PERPETRATORS
OF THIS CYNICAL ACT BELIEVE THAT THEY WILL NOW BREAK OUR MORALE AND SCATTER OUR
FORCES THEY ARE BADLY MISTAKEN. UE ARE CONFIDENT THAT AMERICAN ZICNISH WILL
PROVIDE THE ANSWER WHICH IS CALLED JOR IN EECIRCUMSTANCES, AND THAT ANSWER IS
ACTION., WE CONTINUE TO STAND ON OUR RIGHTS AUD INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES. OUR
POLICY WAS CLEARLY STATED BEFORE THE SECURITY COUNCIL YESTERDAY BY DR. SILVER,
WHO SAID QUOTE DECISION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REMAINS VALID FOR THE JEWISH
PEOPLE., WE HAVE ACCEPTED IT AND WE ARE PREPARED T0 ABIDE BY IT. IF THE UNITED
NATIONS COMMISSION IS UNABLE T0 CABRY OUT THE MANDATES WHICH WERE ASSIGNED T0 IT
BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE JEWISH PEOFLE OF PALESTINE WILL MOVE FORWARD IN THE
SPIRIT OF THAT RESOLUTION AND WILL DO EVERYTHING WHICH IS DICTATED BY CONSIDERA-
TIONS OF NATIONAL SURVIVAL AND BY CONSIDERATIONS OF JUSTICE AND HISTORIC RIGHTS
UNQUOTE. PLEASE MAKE CERTAIN THAT THE LARGEST POSSIBLE NUMBER OF WIRES AND
LETTERS ARE SENT IMMEDIATELY TO FRESIDENT TRUMAN STRONGLY PROTESTING THIS BE-
TRAYAL BY HI§ AIMINISTRATION. WIRE OR PHONE YOUR SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN
IMMEDTATELY AND URGE THEM TO VOICE THEIR PROTESTS PUBLICLY AT ONCE. DON'T WAIT
TO WRITE. PLEASE ASK OTHER LEADERS OF YOUR COMMUNITY, BOTH JEWS AND NONJEWS, TO
ISSUE PUBLIC STATEMENTS AND ALSO TEY TO BRING ABOUT THE PUBLICATION OF STRONG
EDITORIALS IN YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPERS., RMPHASIZE THAT THIS WAS MORE THAN A CAILLOUS
REPUDIATION OF ALL PREVIOUS AMERICAN DECLARATIONSOF POLICY ON PALESTINE. IT WAS
ALSO A BELOW AT THE ESART OF THE UNITED NATIONS. THERE IS A TREMENDOUS JOB AHEAD
OF US WHICH WE DARE NOT SHIRK. PLEASE KEEP US ADVISED. REGARDS.

HARRY L. SHAPIRO
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
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ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Chaimen of Local Euerzency Comsittees  Date March 24, 1848

Harry L. Shepiro

Attached is a statement issued on March 22 by Dr. H, V. Evatt,
Augtralion Minister for Extemal Affalrs, wvho vas Chaiman of the
United Dations Ad Hoc Committee on Pelestine during the last meeting
of the General Assembly.

The statement is sharply critical of the "Trusteeship" pro-
posel made by the United States vhen it repudiated the Partition
decision of the Ceneral Assembly. Inasmuch as it comes from so
importmt an intematiorsal figure as Dy, Evatt, this statement is
highly significent at this time. Will you do your utmost to see to
1t that 1t is reported in full by your local newspspers? It vill aid
us grestly in bulldirg public opinion at this juncture.

Regards,

HLS: EF
Ence



PALESTINE CRISIS
TRUSTEESEIP SUGGESTION

COMMENT BY AUSTRALIAN MINISTFR
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (DR. He Ve EVATT)

The following is the text of a statement made at 11:00 P.M., Monday, Merch
22, 1548, by the Australian Minister for External Affairs and Deputy Prime
Minister, the Right Honourable Dr. Herbert V. Evatt:

"Decisions of a competent international conference should bte accepted after
there has been full enquiry end fair debate and a2 just settlement has been
reached. Accordingly eny setting aside of the United Nations Assembly decision
on Palastine must be closely scrutinised, It is impossible to exemine the new
plan in detail because nothing definite is krown about it. It is said the
"Trusteeship! will be the new solution. But the word itself is ambiguous. What
does it mean? It certainly seems to imply that the peoples to be placed under
'"Trusteeshin’ are not sufficiently 'edvanced! for selfgovermment. Such a sug-
gestion would seem to be tntenatle in relation either to the Palestinian Arabs
or to the Palestinicn Jews, If however what is now proposed is a temporary
United Nations Trusteeship mereiy for the purpose of carrying out the Assembly's
decision it would be a very cifferent matter, But is that intended? The final
decision was reached in December last after two Ceneral A:semblies had dealt
most carefully and exhsustively with the matter after all parties were heard
end after = special Commiesion involving very heavy United Nationg experditure
had visited Palestiue and reported in favour of the principles of the plan
ultimately adopted in the Assembly, The plam adopted is ineumpropriately labeied
'partition' because it involves four separate points: First, economic union of
the whole of Palestine under the control of en authority with a majority of
United Nations membership; second, political division of Palestine into two new
states, Jewlith and Arab; third, United Nations Trusteeship over Jerusalem and
Bethlehem; and fourth, full safeguards for the holy places and especizlly for
the Christian churches throughout the whole of Palestine. The only eltemmative
plan suggested to the Assembly was to establish a unitary state under Arsb domi-
nation with no adequate safeguards for the protection elther of the Jewish
people or of the Christian churches. Thie slternctive was plainly inadmissible
and was rejected by an overwhelming mejority. The United Nations decision was
reached by more than a two-thirds majority, the only dissentients being the
Arab States and certain netions very closely acsociated with them. The decision
was a just and impartial one and must not be lightly set aside,

The United Nations did not intemmeddle in the Palestine metters It inter-
vened only after the United Kingdom Government had especially requested the
United Nations Agsembly to hendle the matter as all previous efforts at recon-
ciliation between the Arats and Jews had entirely failed. At the United Nations
the British Government dié not Ztself propose any solution and snnounced it
would accept the United Nations decision. In these circumstences Canada,
Australia, South Africa end New Zealand all supported the proposal finally

adopted. After all that had cccurred to throw the solution into the melting
pot again may be very damaging to the suthority of the United Natioms. It has
been contended that the 'enforcement! of the Agsemblyis decision is not possie
ble. Had the great powers who supported the proposzl at Leke Success, New York,
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ztaered fimly to it there probsbly wonld have been little difficultys In any
event vnder the Ascembly's declsion the New Jewish State and the new Arab State
was each to be entitled to establish its own militia furces for the defence of
the new territoxry and this deciasion clearly carried vith it the right of Jews
ar well as Arabs to import arms and equirment for the purposes of defence, It
+s impossible to pass finzl Judgnent on the new pruposal because no one has
explained i% as yete I was Chaiman of the Coumittee which worked assiduously
ts obtain a just solution. The Committee repeatedly modified its proposals at
the sugzestion of the Mandatory Power in order that the United Kingdom should
be able to withdraw its forces after its long, its thankiess, but on the whole,
successful development of the Palestine erez since it was captured from the
Turks by the British and Australian forces in 1918.

In my opinion, the United Nations decision has been graduelly undemined

" by intrisues directed against the Jewish people. It would be little short of

a tragedy if the fundamental d@tﬁs ‘of selfsovemment were o be denied to both
the Jews and Arsbs as it is guarenteed to them under the Assenbly decision just
as religious freedom is also gua&mteed $o the Christian churches throughout
Palestine. The only considerations that influenced the United Nations Assembly
were those of justice and fair heﬂing to all concemned. It would be most dis-
turbing if mere considerations of rmr politics or expediency were allowed to
destroy the decision. FHowever, if a Special United Wations Ascembly is called
it is hardly likely to accept any plan which involves the annihilation of the
previous .decision unless new facts of ovanhelming cogency are proved to exist.

I need hardly add that under the United Nations Charter the Security Council
has no power whatever to overrulethe recommendation of the Assembly."”



" PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
R o ¥
Zionist Organization of America » Hadassah « Mizrachi Organiration of America » Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion
United Zionists-Revisionists of America * Hashomer Hatzair » Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party)

342 Madison Avenue » New York 17, N. Y. = MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE HELBASE

U. Se ZIGHISTS HAIL PALESTINE JEWRY'S DECISION TO GO FORVAED
WITH ESTABLISH{ENT OF PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
U, 8, Government's Trusteeship Proposal Assailed
"Fullest Support" Pledged to Jewish State

New York, March 24 — The decision of the Jewlsh Agency for Palestine and
the Vaad Leuni (Jewish National Council) of Palestine that Mupon temination of
the mendatory administration —- and not later than May 16 next — a provisional
Jevish Govemnment will commence %o function in co-operation with the representa-
tives of the UN then in Palestine" was halled today 2s a "courageous and states-
manlike action" by the Americen Zionist Emergency Council, which represenis the
entire Zionist movement in the United States.

Pledging "fullest support to the Jewish state,” the Coumncil declared that
the decision taken by the Jews of Palestine "reflects the detomination of the
Jevish peorle not to subtmit to last~minute attempts to deprive them of their
intemationaur-'guarmteed rights and to force a solution upon them vhich is
politically unfeasible and morally indefensible.

"It further reflects the high resolve of the Jews of Palestine to fight for
thelr independence notwithstanding overwhelming odds, and to uphold international
Justice and morality at a time when great povers, better equipped to champion

(more)
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those principles, have demonstrated lamentable weakness in that direction,"
ine Council declared.,

Pointing out that the Jewish action is based upon the United Nations!
decision of lovember 29, 1947.to partition Palestine into separate Arab and
Jewish states, the Council said that the Jewish people will not be deferred
from moving forward in accordance with the United NHations' decigion "either
by Arsb acts of aggression or by the politicel manipulations of the iandatory

The Council jolned the Jevish Agescy and Yasd Lewni in rejecting the
trusteeship proposal of the U. Se Government, declaring that it "would not
only solve ncthing, but would seriously sgeravate the problem. The Council
also commended the invitation extended by the Jews of Palestine to the Arad
population of the Jewish state "to fake their rightful place in its organs
of the government,"

"It is in this gpirit that the Jewish people propose to build the Jewish
state," the Council declared,

The text of the Councills statement follows:

(more)
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"Je applaud the decision of the Jewish Azency for Palestine and the Vaad
Leumi (Jewish National Council) that 'upon termination of the mandatory admini-
stration -~ and not later than May 16 next -~ a provisional Jewish government
will commence to function in cooperation with the representatives of the U. Ne
then in Palestine,' This courggecus and statesmanlike action reflects the deter-
mination of the Jewish people not to submit to last-minute attempts to deprive
them of their intermationally-guaranteed rights and to force a solution upon them
which is politically unfeasible and morally indefensible. It further reflects
the high resolve of the Jews of Palestine to fight for their independence not-
withstanding overvhelming odds, and to uphold internationsl justice and morality
at a time when great powers, better eguipped to champion those principles, have
demonstreted lamentable weakness in that direction.

"The historic action which has now been taken by the Jews of Palestine is
in fullest harmony with the United Hations decision of flovember 29, 1947, That
decision provided a clear mandate to the Jevish people to proceed with the organi-
zation and establishment of a provisional government, and since lovember 29, they
have made great strides forward in carrying this out. They have now made it clear
that they will not be deterred either by Arab azcts of aggression or by the poli=-
tical manipulations of the Mandatory Govermment and our own Administration,

"ie are heartily in agreement with the Jewish Agency for Palestine and the
Vaad Leumi in categorically rejecting any »lan to set up a trusteeship regime for
Palestine, as recently proposed by the U. S. Government., When viewed against the
background of the realities of the Palestine situation, such a proposal would not
only solve nothing, but would seriocusly sggravate the problem, Trusteeship was
not approved by the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine, It would
deprive the Jews of the national indspendence which the United Nations have assured

(more)



them and would keep Palestine under fureign military rule. Furthermore, more
force would e reyguired to maintain a trusteeghip than would be necessary to
carry out the Unlted Nations decision to partition Falestine into separate Arad
and Jewish etateg.

W0nce again the Jews of Pnlestine have evideincea their desire to live in
peace and friendship with their Arab neigibors, The democratic principles
which will gnide the Jewish state are reflected in the invitation which has
been extended to the Arab population of '.tho.:liwish state %o take their righiful
nt.! It is in this spirit that the Jewish

vlace in all its organs of
people prorose to build the Jewlsh states
"We are confident that the provisional council of government of the

iere, The pecples

Jewigh state will receive the supvort nfpuhuc opinion every
of the world will surely realize that, in taiing their gtana, the Jews of
Falestine are upholding tha rigkts of m:@i nations and are preserving the
dignity =nd prestige of the "Epitai_;ﬁatichﬁ. .

"Te pledge our fullest =upport to the Jewish state and shall back wp its

struggle for existence in the crucial monthe ahead,®

$314 - 3/24/48



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
w-lADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Casirmen of Local Fmergency Committees Date March 24, 1948

From Earry L. Shapiro

On Thursday, April 8, more tharn eight thousand Jewish houses of worship will
be the centers for the expression of Americen Jewryle indignation over the
aboat-face of President Truman's Administration.

A1l Rabbinicel and Congressional bodies in the United States are behind this
rationwide effort, and are sending diyectives to that effect to their member-
shipss These directives will outline the pt 203888 of the day of mobilization
and prayer, and indicate the various me s vhich the American Jewich
comnunity may most effectively mym 4n our current campeign to drive
home to the Aémimistration 2 sense of moral and politicel guilt because of its
efforts to scuttle the ?artttian decision.

Following is a 1ist of the national groups participeting:

The Synagozue Council of America

The Central Conference of Americsn Rabbis

The Rebbinical Assembly of Amexica

The Rabbinical Council of Amexica

The Union of American Hebrew Congrezations

The Union of Orthodox Comgregations of Jmerica
The United Synegozues of America

Union of Orthodox Rabbis of America and Canada
Agudath Israel of Zmerica
Mizrachi Orfgenization of America
National Council of Young Israel
Vaad Harsbanim of New York

Poale Agudath Isracl
Zeire-Agudath Israel

Hapoel Emmizrachi

Hashomer Hadati

Women's Mizrachi Organization
Women's Section of Agudath Israel

These groups hope to have a minimum of one million post-cards addressed to the
President of the United States signed and mailed on April 8. The text of the
post=card follows:

Dear Mr. President:s

As an American Jew vho loves our country and is proud of its
democratic heritage and idezls, I was outraged at the sudden rew
pudiation by your administration of the United Nations decision
on Palestine, vhich our Government had helped to achieves It is
vith deep regret that I must express my sense of disillusionment
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vith your administration, Mr. President, because of this betrayal of
Jesigh hopes, of the United Nations and of your own pledges,

I support the Jewich sta%e and fervently hope that your adminis-
tration will heed the voice of the people on this vital question,

Respectfully yours,

(nape)

(address)

In addition, all of the Congregations will be requested to publish the text of
this post-card in their local nevspapers, with such eltematives as may suit
their particular purposes. It is hoped that in this woy large mumbers of small
advertisements (two colunns by thres inches or more) will eppear in the local
press, especiaily in larger centers of mlatim. over the signatures of the
President and Rabbdi of each Oongregation. These advertisements chould appear
on April 8, as part of a call to the membera of the Congregations to attend the

gservices and participete in the action,

ALL ZIONIST GROUPS SHOWLD DEVOTE THRSELVES ENERGETICALLY AND PROMPTLY TO THE
TASK OF ENSURING THE SUCCESS OF THIS MOBILI ZATICH DAY.

It might be helpful to orgamize a committee of Rabbis and Presidents of Con-
gregations in yocur commtmity %o plan all the details involved in this project.
Wnere necessary, the Zionist groups shonld malke post~cards available to Congrega-
tions and use théir influence to ensure the largest number of advertisements on
Mobilization Day.

It will be important for us to leam from you the extent to which your community
is participating in this effort, We believe that the response to this call will
be tremendous if it is properly organized and projected.

A1l of us will be looking forward eagerly to your report,

Regards.



- - -
AvVIRC AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date March 23, 1948

From  Harry L. Shepiro

We must try to bring about the adoption of the largest possible number of
resolutions of protest against the United States Government's reversal of
policy on Palestine. In order to faclilitate your work in this direction,

we are sending you the enclosed draft of a resolution which you may use as

a basis for the preparation of similar expressions on the part of the various
organizations in your community, both Jews and non-Jewish.

Please be sure that the adoption of such resolutions is given the widest
possible publicity and that copies are semt to President Truman, Secretary
of Btate Marshall, and to the Chief of the United States Delegation to the
United Nations, WarmrenR. Austin. Will you also arrange to have coples sent
to this offices :

Telegrams and letters of protest and indignation must continue to pour in
on the White House. Please organize this activity on 2 commumity-wide

basis and keep us posted on your efforts.

You will, of course, continue to receive additional infomation and material

from us for use in the present situation.

Regards.

HLS:MSR
hc.
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WHEREAS, the United States Government ‘s repudiated the United Nations
declision of November 29, 1947 to partition Felestine into separate Arab and
Jewvish States; and

VHEREAS, this callous reversal of policy constitutes an act of betrayal,
since it violates the traditional American policy on Palestine as stated by two
Congressicnal Resolutions on Palestine, repudiates the pledges of both major
American political parties, and renmeges on the partition decision of the United
Fetions — a decision which was brought about largely as a result of the decisive
role played by our Govemment; and

WHEREAS, in its recent statement of reversal the United States Government
has committed an act of appeasenent by bowing to the intimidation of those Arad
states vhich have flouted the will of the United Nations on the Palestine deci-
gion: and

WHEREAS, by thrusting aside the juigment of the General Assembly of the
United Nations, the United States Govemment has struck a shatte blow at
the future effectiveness of the United Fations as en intemational instrument
for preserving and maintaining the pezce and security of the world; and

WHEREAS, the hundreds of thousends of Jews still languishing in the Dis-
placed Persons Camps of Europe have been cruelly disillusioned by the very
nation to which they logk for salvgtion; and

WHEREAS, the new United States proposal can only serve to aggravate the
gituation in Palestine and increase temsion and bloodshed in that country.

THEREFORE BE IT RESQLVED, that we. '
do hereby express our deep indignation and our sense of outrage over this act
of betrayal By the Administration of President Trumen.

AVD BE IT RESOLVED that we call upon the President to revoke this action
immediately, lest our Government be guilty of undermining the United Nations.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we, (neme of orgenization) i

hereby express our solidarity with the Jews of Palestine in eny action that
they may take to carry out the decision of the General Assembly of the United

Nations.

AND BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent immediate-
1y to President Harry S. Truman, Secretary of State George C. Marshall end to
the Chief of the United States Delegation ti¢ the United Nations Werren R. Austin,



AMERICAN ZIONIST EM| COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, YORK 17, N. Y.

From

' { .
L’ MEMORANDUM

Date
Chairmen of Local Emergency Comittees March 26, 1948

Harry L. Shapiro

On Wednesday evening, March 3lst, Dr, Abba Hillel Silver will give the
official Jewish reaction to the mogt recent developments on Palestine in a
radio address over the Columbia Broadcasting Systems The broadcast is to
take place from 6:15 o 63130 P.N., EST,

We urge you to mske arranzements now to insure the largest possible
ligtening endience. In addition to calling this to the attention of the
various organizations and grouns which coorerate 1; your local Zionist
efforts, it would be advisable to arouse public interest in the adiress by
placing small advertisememts on the radioc page of your local newspapers,

We suggest that you ascertain whether the CBS station in your area is schedul-
ing Dr, Silver's address, following vhich you may wish to insert an advertise-
ment on Wednesday, March 3lst, urging the public to listen,

Ragards. ‘



PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Associated Organizations
Zionist Organization of America » Hadassah s Mizrachi Organization of America » Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zioa
 United Zionists-Revisionists of America » Hashomer Harzair » Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party)

342 Madison Avenue * New York 17, N. Y. « MU 2-1160

FOR DI'MEDIATE RELEASE

UeS. ZIONISTS "FOT DELUDED" BY PRISSIDENT TRUMAN'S
STATEIENT OF POLICT ON, PALESTINE

U.S. TRUSTEESHIF PROPOSAL ASSATLED

New York, March 25 —— The American Zionist Emergency Council today
1ssued the following comment on President Triman's statement at his press
conference conceming U. S policy on Falestine:

We are not deluded by the attempt made by President Truman at his
press conference todsy to make the United States proposal of a trustee-
ship over Palestine more palatable to public opinion, The President's
conception of the Palestine issue was most unrealistic end leaves un-
ansyered all of the questions which were raised in the Security Council

* by Delegates who indicated unwillingness to be led up a blind
alley by an improvised plan, which on the one hand scuttles the decision

of the United Nations.and on the other hand offers no sounder solution.

(more)
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Who ie to enforce the trusteeship which Mr. Trumsn proposecs? If he is
thinking of an international force, why the reluctencec to think in those terms
in connection with the implementation of the United Nations partition decision?
Mrs Truman's efforts to justify the sudden reversal of U. S. policy as having
been designed to "keep the peace® in Palestine is most unconvincing when viewed
against the generally sclnmowledged fact that far more force would be required
to maintain a trusteeship than would be smecessary to carry out the United Nations
decision of November 29, 1947.

Mr. Truman seemingly believes that a permenent solution of the Palestine
question can yet beaglﬁ.mﬁ,hy agt‘mm‘li 'huhwm.!m and kﬁl. if so, we
propose that he rsad the proceedings of the United Nations Genergl Assembly's
Special Session on rn‘lest.{zie, at which the United States Delegate, l'r. Eerschel
Johnson, declared: |

"I think there is no delegation here whbich does not !mow that no plan has
ever been presented, either to this dssembly or to the Nandatory Government during
its long years of temwre, or in aay .other'fplaﬁe!- §Hich would meet with the accept-
ance of both the Arabs and the Jews. No such plan has éver been presented, and
I do not believe that any such plan will ever be presented. If we are to effect
through the United Nations a Bolﬁtion of this problem, it camnot be done without
the use of the kmife,"

We wonder whether Mr. Truman is fully cognizant of the facts concerning the
conflict in the Holy lLand when he calls for a "truce" between Arabs and Jews. We
respectfully call his attention to the comment of the Jewish Agency for Pslestine
on this question made in a letter to Secretary-General Trygve Lie on March 17, 1948,
At that time the Agency declared:

"It must be emphasized that insofar as the term "ruce" implies a conflict

(more)
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. between two belligerents it does not accurately fit the facts of the present
situation in which, on the one hand, an attempt is being made by the Arab States
and the Arabs of Palestine to alter by force a settlement approved by the General
Assembly of the United Nations, while the Jewish Commmity has been defending
itself and the decision of the United Nations which it has loyally accepteds o o

"The moment that Arab sggression ceases Jewish armed reaction will also
terminate, There must of course be a elear understanding that the cessation of
Arab aggression will also include the atappqga of preparstions for future agsres—
sion, the evacuation of foreign forces snd the prevemtion of further incursion
of armed bands into Palestine,®

We also beg to differ with President Truman's assertion that our Government
"vigorously supported" the partition decision of the Gemeral Assembly. Exactly
the opposite was the cases ILong before the Security Council began its delibera-
tions on Palestine it became clear that our State Department was determined to
sabotage the United Wations' decision. From the yery beginning of the Security
Council!s meetings it was also clear tha:? the Truman Administration was emmloying
legalistic devices and all mammer of delaying tactics in order to evade our
Government's clear obligation to support the i:rqﬂ.uﬁentation of the United Nations!
decision.

We decply regret to state that not only has Wr, Truman failed to convince
us that his proposal has merit, but his statement has only served to confirm our
original contention that the U, S, trusteeship plan will exacerbate the situation

in Palestine, bring sbout the shedding of further immocent blood and endanger a

Just political settlement,

#315 - 3/25/48
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" AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date March 18, 1948

From 4be Tuvin

4 | |

We are sending you the enclosed Mﬂ ﬁg adio broadcast on the current
Palestire situation in the hope that you H.:ﬁ: ‘succeed in putting it on the
air through your local radio stations

This script, written in the fom of a curremt affairs discussion, is suitable
for a half-hour broadcast (after the addftion of the usual introductory and
closing announcements). It calls for the participation of three speakers and
a moderator. Eowever, you may feel free to revise this fom to suit your
local requirements.

Please let us know about your efforts in this direction.

AT :MSR
Enc.



RADIO

MODERATOR: It is now more than three months since the partition of
Palestine was voted by the Ceneral Assembly of tha_ United Watione, Since
that time, Palestine has entered a critical stage in the world arems, Civil
strife has broken out among the Jews and the Arabs; the country has been
invaded by Arab forces from Syria, I.eh:_non end Irag, Great Britain has
complicated the situation in the Holy Land by refusing to comply with the
recommendations adopted by the Genersl Assembly; and the United States
Government is seemingly reluctant to follow through on its strong stand as
a supporter of partition, Mere then ever before, the world wonders what
should be the proper course of action on Palestine, I have stated these
problems in the expectation that our three guests in the studio this evening
will discuss them one by onee. I fesl confident that our fortunate choice of
authorities on the Palestine guestion — Mr, A,

Mre By,

and Mr. 0..

(his title end backgroumd)
will go a long way towards clearing up the many igsues which confront us on
the present phase of the Palestine problem, lr. A,, I feel certain that
most Americans are avare of the seemingly-revised policy on Palestine now
adopted by the American delegation to the Security Council, I wonder if
you would be good enough to tell us something about this United States
policy, and also give us your personal reactions to it,

Mre At With reference to the current United States policy on Palestine
Mr, » I believe that Ambassador Austin, the American delegate to

(moderator)

the Security Council, has been saying in effect that "We must do nothing and
do 4t quickly", This statement 1s less facetious than it sounds, While

insisting that the United States still believes in partition, our Govern-
ment has been doing nothing to bring sbout its implementation, The purpose
behind our delegate's evasive statements, I believe, 1s to bring about the
adoption of Security Council procedures which, while supporting the General
Assenbly plan in principle, would create further delay, Such delaying
tactics might aleo lead to the reopeming of the whole guestion of Palestine's
political future, I think most of us believed that when the General Asgembly
decided at the end of Nobember to adopt the partition solution that Pales-
tine was finelly on its way towards political stability, I think it was



agreed that the partition of the Holy Land into separate Jewish and Arsb Stetes
was not an ideal solution, but a compromise solution. Nobody was wholly satis-
fied with partition. The British had aslready turmed it down in the late
Thirties. The Jews thought that it weas most unfair that they were to be given
epproximately 5,000 square miles, when 40,000 square miles was originally
promised them under the Belfour Declarstion znd the Mandete. The Arad reaction,
of course, we have 2ll seen. I believe, however, that almost sll impartial
authorities on this question are agreed that in the partition of Palestine,
there was finally laid down a compromise solution which would completely satisfy
no one, but vhich would be the most equitable fomula possidble under present
conditions. I have a cony of Herschel Johnson's statement made just one day
prior to the adoption of the partition plan — which bears out what I have just
saide Mr, Johnsen, as we all know, wes the United States delegate to the
Generzl Agsembly, He sald —— and I am quoting:

Miuch has been said during the course of these debates

on the desirability and necesesity of presenting to the

Genersl Assembly 2 plen which would command the sgree~

ment of both the principal protagonists in this situation,

I think there is no delegation here which does not lknow

that no plan has eyer been presented, either to this

Assembly or to the Mamdatory Govermment during its long

years of tenure, or in any other place, which would meet

vith the acceptance of both the Arabs and the Jews. No

such plan has ever been presented, and I do not believe

that any such plan will ever be presented. If we are to

effect through the United Nations a solution of this

problem, it cannot be done without the use of the knife,

Nelther the Jews nor the Arabs will ever be completely

satiefied with anything we do, and it is Just as well

to bear that in mind..." (end of quote,)
The point I am trying to make is that the world was finally convinced that the
problem of Palestine was finally on its \my to being solved when partition was
adopted, The disturbing aspect of our delegate's latest utterances on Palestine
is that now — after a special session of the General Assembly had been held
last May, and after a special committee of inquiry had made its investigations
in Palestine, Europe and the Middle Bast for a period of four months, and efter
the General Assembly had considered its Special Committee's investigation and
acted on 1t by ruling that Palestine be partitioned — after all these important



months have passed, the United States delegate is paving the way for a reopening
of the entire question for new discussions and new delays.
MR« B? With your permission, Mr. 4, I would like to point out something
that wasn't brought out in your discussion.

MR. A: Go right ashead, Mr. B, I didn't mean to carry the ball all by
myself, |

MR, B: Well, as I see the picture developing fram events in the Security
Counecil, the ground is now being carefully prepared for another commission to go
to Palestine, to investigate and make its report, thus delaying the enforcement
of partition for several more months, Under the series of comsultations which
our delegate is seeking to bring about, the deadlines of April lst and May 15th,
set by the United Nations for the establighment of Jewish and .A.raﬁ Governments
and the evacuation of British troops respectively, would be superseded by new
discussions and new attempts at so-ceslled coneciliation. In the meantime, of
course, chaos and anarchy woulé reign in the Holy Lend. The strife and bloodshed
that would result as a consequence of this “dd-nothing’ policy in Pelestine
might produce a last-minute request that the Britich continue to rule Falestine
beyond May 15 ~~ the day that Britain is scheduled to temminate her mandazte,
This request to stay on for a while might then be "magnanimously" acceded to
by Britsin on condition that her tems are met and partition abendoned, Now,
this device of continued "consultations" and "negotiations" is nobt new .1n the
brief but turbulent history of the United Nations' handling of the Palestine
problem. For exzmple, a few days before the partittion plan was adopted by the
General Assembly, the Columbian delegation introduced a resolution ta delay a
final solution until the Arabs and Jews had further opportunity to negotiate,
This Columbian maneuver was defeated largely throush the efforts of Mr. Herschel
Johnson, our Government's delegate to the Assembly, who pointed out that there
were countless instances where attempts had been made to get the Jews and Arsbs
together in order to negotiate —— but without success. It was Mre Johnson's
strong plea that partition be passed without delay that resulted in swinging
the tide iIn favor of the partition resolution, In the light of Ambassador
Austin's quite different statements, it appears that our State Department may
now be attempting to defeat by involved legalisme the very decision which our
Government was so instrumental in bringing ebout last November, I believe that
this sudden change of heart on the part of our official spokesmen was engineered
by those officials in the State Department who have always been hostile to the
United Nations decision and by oil company lobbyists in Washington who seek to

change American policy to suit their own private interests.
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MODERATOR: This brings us to a point, Mr. B, vhich I wes hoping wonld be
covered during our little session this evening. 8o much as been said sbout oil
in comnection with the Palestine problem that I believe our radio audience
would benefit coneiderably from a full discussion of this particular phase of
the question. I shoule like to approach the subject of oil from this angle:

To what extent is the Unitod States dependent upon Middle East 011, and how does
this affect our policy on Palestine?! Mr., C, you haven't been given much of an
opportunity to get into this picture. Suppose yon cover the oil phase of this
digcussion.

MB. C: Thank you, Mr. . l‘orathileitlppeared.uiflml

(moderztor)
going to be lost in the shuffle, Hiddle East oil, as you indicated, is held

by _some as absolutely vital to our security, particularly in case of war. To
them, Middle East 011, is the bdig argument agninst Palestine partition. That is,
since the Arabs dp have the oil, they are the persons with whom we've got to do
business, The validity of the oil argment, however, depends uwpon the answers
to the following questions, Is there a ghortage of oil in the United States?
What is the relationship between Middle East Oil and the Marshall Plan? If the
oll=rich comtries of the Middle Fast, notably Saudi Arsbia, refuse to sell
thelr "black gold" to the United States, will taey sell it to Soviet Russiat?

Let me answer the first question that I reigsed — ds there an oil shortage in
the United States? I believe that there is mot. Many authorities on oil can

be quoted to the effect that the United Btetes possesses sufficient oil resources
and has access to enough oil deposits in areas close to our country to supply
all of our peace-time requirements for adong time to come. More specifically,
a gentlemen by the name of Joseph E, I’c;gtm. who is the Vice-President of the
Chase National Bank and a member of the National Petroleum Council =~ aznd who,
incidentally, is quite in the "know" -~ stated recently in Detroit that the
United States faces no shortage of oil whatever., He pointed out that sciemntific
estimates of proven underground oil reserves for the entire world now stand at
about 73 billion barrels., OFf these, the United States has 24 billion barrels,
with 9 billion more available to us in the Caribbean area, Mr. Pogue estimated
that Middle Bast Ol reserves stand at about 30 billion barrels, Now, ¥r. Fogue
should know what he is talking abomt. His connection with one of America's
leading banks and with the National Petroleum Council puts him in an excellent
position to judge how mwh 0il we need in the United States -~ and how much is
available to us. Mr., Pogue's figures, of course, speak for themselvess, Of an
estimated world total of 73 billion barrels, the United States has in its own
territory -- and at its doorstep in the Caridbeen -» a total of 33 billion barrels
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of oil. In other words, more than 45% of the world's oil is pr#ctically in our
own backyard,

As to the question of the relationship of Middle Fast Oil to the Marshall
Plan -~ Secretary of Defense Jemes Forrestal recently testified before a Senate
Committee to the effect that King Ibn Szud's oil is indispensable to the success
of the Marshall Plan. In fact, all the oil experts who deny that America is
threatened by an oll shortage agree that oil for the recovery of Hurope should
be supplied largely from the Middle Easte It is my contention that despite their-
opposition to partition, those Arab Govemments which possess large oil resources,
will not cencel their Americean oll contracts and concessions. King Ibn Saud,
for example, has stated on at least two occasions since partition was adopted
that his opposition to the UN decision on Pelestine would not affect his oil
dealings with United States oil companies. Indeed, at the time when the Arad
League called for a two-day work stoppage throughout the Middle East —— as a
protest against the passage of the partition plan ~— Ibn Saud emphatically re-
fused to allow the work stoppage to affect the Arab laborers employed by the
American oil people in Samdi Arsbia. In speaking of oil -- 28 an essential
product in time of war -- we must keep this in mind, 01} is useful if you can
get to ite If eny of us were to lodk at amep of the Middle East, we would
immediately leamn what our military experts must !mow by heart -- that Russia
is the only great power whose home territory is directly adjacent to the Middle

-Ba.at. The United States is about 74500 miles away. Even Great Britain has the
whole length of the Mediterranean and a slice of the Atlantic to cover before
its ships reach the oil on the Persian Gulf. ZExperience has shown that the
formal ownership of oil fields ig of no account whatscever in time of war,
Accessibility is the only thing that really counts. As an example, may I point
to the Rumanian oil fields during the last war, These oil reserves, mainly in
Ploesti, were owned principally by American and British companiese But in World
War II, the Rumanian oil fields were accessible to the Germen Armies, and not to
the Allied Powers. Therefore, _i.t was Hitler who dsed the oil of Fumenia -- and
not the Allies. In other words, should there be & new war, the Unit ed States
could not count on the oil reserves of the Middle East -~ even though it otmed
them.

MODERATOR: Excuse me for interrupting at this juncture Mr. 8, btut our time
is running a little short and I would like our radio audience to hear an explana-
tion of your last question. Do you think that if Saudi Arabia became sufficiently
engry at the United States -- because of its chemploning of the partitioh plan ==
do you think Ibn Saud would be willing to sell his oil to Soviet Russial Mr. 4,



usu

I see you straining in your seat to get in a few more licks, Would you like to
answver this question?
MR. At Yes I would Mr, « I think that there are two reasons
(moderator) :
vhy this would be impossible. First, Russia has never indicated that she parti-
cularly needed Ibn Saud's oil; and second, Ibn Saud would under mo eircumstances

sell his oil to the U,S,S5.,R. -- even if the Russians wanted it., You see — nobody

kmows exactly how much oil Russiz has within her wide, sprawling territories.
VYhat we do Jnow is that her Baku oil resources are emong the richest in the
vorld, These alone are probably sufficient to oil her war machine, But to get
back to Ibn Saud., He is perhaps the most absolute monarch in the world, As
such, it is inconceivable that he would do business with a Communist Government
vhich is pledged to overthrow monarchies such as the one over which Ibn Saud
rules, Moreover, the King of Sandl Arsbia is astute enough to realize what
would happen if he allowed Russian oil companies -- with thelr politically-wise
petroleum engineers and commissars -~ to penetrate his realm,

MR. B: There is one other important point — perhaps the most importeant --
which I would like to emphasize before this discussion ends,

MODERATOR: Go right ahesd, Mr. B,

MR, B: Well, I think it should be made absolutely clear that we are die-
cussing more than the future of Palestine, What is involved here is the future
of the United Nations itself — and the peace of the world, If Arad states get
avay with acts of armed aggression agd nst the Jewish community in Palestine,
whose objective is to intimidate the United Nations into reversing its pertition
decision -~ if after all those months of debate and investigation and delibera-
tion, the United Nations will be compelled to revise its judgment ww then I
believe that the United Nations will be through as an effective instrument for
the settlement of intemational disputes. And I think all of us realize what
the consequences of such a collapse will be for world peace.

I don't think the American people want this to happen, and I believe that it
is the job of all of us to meke certain that the attempts of the Arab rulers and
of the British Government to scuttle the United Nations decision on Palestine
are defeated, This can be done only if our own Govemment assumes leadership
on this guestion, which we have a right to expect on the basis of its declared
policys I believe our Govemment must do the following immediately:

1, Teake a clear stand in the United Nations for the speedy earrying out of
the United Nations decicion of November 29, 1947 and faver the sending of an
intemnational force to Palestine to help maintain the peace and %o enable the

United Nations Commission to carry on the work of implementation which was



-assigned to it:

2s Urge the immediate organization and equipment of the Jewish militia in
Palestine, vhich wes provided for by the United Nations decision; and

3s Eevise the present embargo on ams, so that the Jews of Palestine may be
able to resist acts of agzression azesinst their lives and their homes.

MBs A: That is & program which was clearly stated, Mr., B, and which I whole~
heartedly support.

MR. O3 I am in complete agreement on that, too, end believe that i} is now
up to American public opinion to save Palestine and save the United Nations,

MODERATOR: Thenk you very much, gentlemen, I am cenfident that it was an

evening well-spent for all of us, 2
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342 MADISON AVENUE
Consliluent Orgamigations NEW YOEK 17, N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organization of America

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America

Zionist Organization of America March 30, 1948

Dear Rabbi,

In connection with the speciel service for Palestine proclaimed
by the Synagogue Council of Ameriea for April 8th, it is of vital
importance that the congregants notify the President of the
feelings prevailing in the Jewish community regarding the attitude
of the Administration on the Palestine guestion.

A tentative text of & postal card is given below, but it would be
impossible to supply all congregations with the printed cards and
we would, therefore, eppreciate it if this card could be printed
locally and distributed for signeture and mailing.

May we enlist your cooperation? Iocal Zionist committees, we are
sure, would be glad to be of help.

Very singerely yours,

ABE TOUVIM
Director of Special Eventis

Dear Mr. President:

As an American Jew who loves our country and is proud of its
democratic heritege and ideals, I was outraged at the sudden repu-
diation by your sdministration of the United Nations decision on
Palestine, which our Govermment had helped to achieve. It is with
deep regret that I must express my sense of disillusionment with
your administration, Mr. President, because of this betrayal of
Jewish hopes, of the United Nations and of your own pledges.

I support the Jewish state and fervently hope that your admini-
stration will heed the wvoice of the people on this vital guestion.

Respectfully yours,

(name)

On_the reverse side: (address)

The President
The White House

Weshington, D. C.



PREES THLZASE

DAY OF PROTEST, PRAYER AWD INTERCESSION FOR FAILESTINE
For Farther Information Call:

Harold Manson v

2342 Hadigon Avenue, Room 1426

New York 17, V. Y, -
MUrrsy Eill 2-1160 -

FOR RFLEASE: FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 1948

JEWS TUROTICHOUT AMERICA ORSERVE DAY OF PROTEST, PRAYER
AND INTERCESSION FOR PALESTIIE

e

o

HORZ THAN A MILLIGN POSTCAIDS SENT 50 PRESIDENT TEUAN

COUNTRY'S LEADING RSBRIS CALL FOR U.Se RETURN T0 SUPPORT OF UN DECISION

New Yc;rk. April 8 — The American Jewish commmn!ty held special services
of intercession for Palestine this evening (Thursday, April 8, 1948), giving
expression to the Jewich people's indignation over the U, S.. Government?s reversal
of policy on Palestine and offering preyer for the embat®led Jews of the Holy
Lenda .
Every rabbinical and Jewich congrezatisnal orgenization of America parti-
cipated in this nation-wide mobilisation, including the Synagogue Council of
America, the Central Conference of Ameyicen Rabtis, thé Rabbinical Assembly of
America, the Rabbinicsl Council of Amorica, the Union of Americen Hebrew Con=
gregations, the Union of Orthodox Congregstions of America, the United Synagogues
of 4merica, the Union of Orthodox Rebbis of Americe and Canada, Agudoth Isrzel of
America, the Mizrachi Orgenization of America, the National Council of Young
Israel, Vead Harzbanim of New York, Posle Agudath Israel, Zeire-Agudath Isrzel,
Hapoel Hamizrachi, Hashomer Hadsti, the Women's Mizrachi Orgenizetion and the
Vomen's Section of Azudath Israel.

(more)
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In the New Yark mefropoliten area a large number of manufacturers and
businessmen closed their factories amd places of Businese at 4100 Pode in
order to enable their worksr]a to arrive a.t. their respective synagogues at an
early hour. In most instances, services were held in the late afternoon or
in the early evening.

More Then a Milljon Postcards Sent to President Truman Protestinz "Betravel®
On Palestine.

Synazogues throughout the country distributed to their worshipers post-
cerds addressed to President Truman which read: "As an American Jew who ;Lovea
our country and is proud of its democratic heritage and ideals, I was outraged
at the sudden repudiation by your administration of the United Hations decision
on Palestine, which our Government had helped to achieve. It is with deep
regret that I must express my sense of disillusiomment with your administration,
Mre President, because of this betrayal of Jewish hopes, of the United Nations
and of your own pledges, I support the Jewlsh state and ferventdy hope that
your administration will heed the voice of the pegple on this vitel question.”

It was estimated that more than a million of these postcards were mailed
to the President.

Jewish religious organizations in Palestine, England, South Africe,
Australia and Cenada also held specisl services, giving the day of prayer

and protest a world-wide character,

Rabbi Milton Steinberg Calls Upon U.S. Government to Retrieve 1ts iisstep.
In their sewmons, the leading rabbis of the country Jjoined in denoumeing

the Administration's repudiation of its pledges and obligations regarding
Palestine and called for a retum to the .support of the United Nations decision
of November 29, 1947.

Rabbi Milton Steinberg, of the Park Avenus Synagogue, declaredd "Many

harsh things can rghtfully be seid concerning our country's reversal of
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position on the Partition of Palestine: that it is shocking in its cepricious-
nessy unconscionable in its abendonment, under the threat of force, of 2
course carefully m‘-:f.glﬁed and de}.iherately adopted as the right; brutal in its
desertion of the D.,P»'s rotting in their intemment camps and of Jewich
Palestine fighting for its existence, wanton in the damage it has inflicted
on the UsN.; humiliating in 11;; besmircling of American honor and prestige;

2 bad political bargain in that it has won for our country only the undepend-
able, mercenary friendship of the Arsbs, & friendship always available to us
so long as the weather remains fair and we Lave money to spend; and, finally,
stupid, teing that kind of polit:.cal move of vhich Talleyrand once said
mordantly: 'It is worse thar a orime, it is 2 blunder.!

"Sut the ome proposition which most requires to be promounced end acted
upon is that this misstep -~ whether it be sin, blunder or both — can and
must be retrieved.

"It must be retrieved, in the first instance, for the sake of those tens
of thousands of Jewish homeless to vhom Palestine is the sole hope of a home,
whose plight President Truman recognized over two years ago but has forgotten
since; and, in the second instance, for the sake of those Jews who trusting
the nations of the world, America smong them have devoted their lives to
laying the foundations of a prozressive, democratic Jewish state in Palestine.

"Most of all, it must be retrieved for the sake of the United Hations,
that its decisions mey mot be put to moek end mankind's hope of peaceful
adjudication of internationel disputes frustrated,

"The misstep, finally, must be retrieved for Americals sake, that our
comtryls pledggd work shall not be set for sele in return for oil concessions,
thet its detemination may not be shown so week as to De swayed by the threats
of anyone, that its good repute rmd moral integrity may de vindicated before

all the world,
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"Then our democracy there is, as Lincoln taught us, no better hope for
21l the world — provided America remains true to its best self in 211 things,

in thig crucial matter of Palestine not least of all."

Rebbi Irving Miller Says U,S5. Government's "iew" Palestine Policy is Threat
to Democracy. .

Rabbi Irving Miller, Chaimuan of the Administrative Commeil of the Zionist
Organization of America, speaking at the Congregation Sons of Israel, Woodmere,
Long Island said: "On this day of Mobilization end Prayer, we should concern
ourselves with the moral and ethical, rather thon with the political or
strategic, aspects of the Palestinien situetion, Wiat concerns us is the moral
climate of ourleoun't:_w,a And 1t 1s praecisely in that respect that we are forced
to give utterance to our nme of shock znd dismay at our country's 'new! policy
on Palestine. For this 'mew' policy must be viewed against 2 backeground of
thirty years of implicit and explicit support of the Jewish National Homes
Beginning vith November 2, 1817, when President Wilson approved the text of
the Balfour Declaration, and cﬂthg a!ﬁ’mbar 29, 1947, when America cast
its affimative vote for Partition, the mo.rd is replete with congfaaaional
resolutions, party pledges, snd presidential pronouncements. Why then this
reversal of & record of three decades? Must all tiis give way to oil and
profits? Is there 2 price at which &nerica'e plighted word and honor cah be
bought? Is this the moral climate in which democrecy and fair play are to
become the heritage of future generations?

"There 1s yet one more aspect that must give serioas concem to all
American citizens who belleve in the American wey of 1ife, In thls stmgele,
as in all other struggles, there are two sides, On the one hand, is the
Tishuv vhich over several décades has built up in the Middle East an outpost
of civilization and democracy with benefits to Arab and Jew alike, The Yichuw!s

adversaries in this struzgle are not the Arab people, but 2 band of feudal
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kings, effendis, and chieftains, led by former H;szi collaborators similar to
those who were condemned to death' by our country smonz others at Nureaberg as
war criminals, On whose side is our country? By placing an embargo on ams
to Palestine, by waming Jewish G. I.'s in Palestine that they will forfeit
their passports if they defend themselves against Arab attacks, by creating
the impression in the American call for a truce that Jews and Arebs are equally
the aggressors, and now by abandoning Partition and proposing a trusteeship
which would meke the néighboring Arnb States parties to the agreement, our
country - the world's grestest spokesman for democracy - 48 giving clear evi-
dence that it has tumed its m on the democratic Yishuv and is colla'l;omtiAng

with the Mufti and his ilk. Oan democracy thrive in such a climate?"

on_Jewich Palestine Hao Not Yet Beer

Rabbi I, He Levinthal, of the Brookiyn Jewish Center, said: "We prey for
the people of Israel that th;»y nog St ain gl Albhel r Zaith and in thelr
courage to establish the Jewish Btabe in Palestine in these dark days vhen they
are forsaken by those who were their alliesin their hopes, Verily, as the
prophet Jeremish bewails, 'I called to my friends, tut they have betrayed me,!

"But ve pray, too, for our bteloved America, that she may regain her true
soul, that she may remain faithfitl to her ideals, that she may not sell her
birthright of national honor for a mess of pottage or oil.

"Amerlica., as an examplar of world morality, could indeed hé.ve made the
United Nations the instrument for world peaces By her raversal on the Palestine
solution and by yielding to threats of force, she struck a morta; blow to the
United Nations, which has rendered it impotent as a serious influence for the
solution of world problems,

UWe believe, however, that the last word of America on Jewish Palestine hag

not yet been spoken, and that the conscience of America will yot foree those in
authority to do justice to thet peorle that was denied world justice through so

many ages."
: S



« AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To  Chatrmen of Local Beergency Committees Date January 29, 1948
From ane Tuvinm

I am sure that you will be interested in the attached excerpts from letters
written by Harold P. Manson from Tel-Aviv, together with an analysis of
British strategy sent from Jerusalen,

Mr. Manson is Director ¢f Information of the Anmerican Zionist Emergency
Council. He is now on leave of absence and is a correspondent for the

Overseas News Agency,
Regards,

AT:RB
hc‘.



LETITERS FROM THE FRONT

by
Harold Manson

Tel-Aviv, Jonuery 11, 1948, Todsy I saw The Land for the first time, and it w's
becutiful. I can thenk the Arabs for that first thrilling glimpse of Tel-Aviv
and its environs from the air: because they have made motor travel on the roads
unsafe, I was preveiled upon to fly into Tel-fviv via "Aviron" —- a two-seater
cub, efficiently piloted by a stelwart member of the future Jewish &ir Force,

We came down on & landing strip, laid out along the ssacoast just ontside the
city, which Tel-Aviviane slready refer to as "the airport" (and judging by the
activity I sew there, it will be precisely that before very longe)

The initial (and somewhat misleading) improseion of Tel-Aviv today is that
of a superbly normal city, going about its business with both efficiency and
charm, and bursting vith creative enerzy. War -- the dirty business of killing,
bombing cnd sniping — seems very remote from this lovely, almost idyllic, sea-
side conmunity with its gleening white bulldings; its thoroughfares, boulevards
and promenades teeming with pleasant, relaxed faces; its crowded cafes and shops;
its strong children runninz abeut in the bright Mediterraneam sun, 3ut in the
midst of one's happy conterplation of this wam scene, one suddenly hears rifle
shots or the scund of an explosion, and then one sees the real Tel-Avivi a city
at war, vhose semge of secority comes fran the lmowledge that many brave young
men and women risk (wnd sczetizes lose) thelr lives daily to insure that the
"cousins" over in Jaffa don‘t dare to penetrate the ell-Jewish citye

Tel-Aviv, Jenusry 12, 1948, I think I'n beginning to get the "feel" of the place
—- both iis warline sspoets and its far more important pemanent fentures. To
begin with, this is cce of the fiziendliest spots om earth. Invitations to dinnmer,
tea ond Jjust »leln vielts come berildesingly fast, ~nd oneo is hnrd put to organize
one's dnily scheduls in suck a way as to avoid eenverting cno's stzy here to a
prolonged social occtsion. While everybody scens to be working herd, there is a
relaxed attitude which, T suppese, is a direct result of the genercl semse of
Tpelonging" and a fuciing of secirity. But here, too, cne must look beneath the
surface to see the rcal thing., Jue suddenly renembers that the chaming couple
discussing nodem art in Frlestins'hrve en eightees-year old boy who is, in all
1likelihood, rosming the hills seneshere to gunrantee his people's cecurity —— and
boys like that die every dry in Frlestine.

My journalist friends tell me that I'm in luck, I was privilezed to be en
eye-witness of a unigue bit of "action" on my second day bere, A bit zfter noon,
as I was retuming to the Gat Rimron Hotel from the Jewish Agency office, I passed
Barclay's Ban't cn Allenby Read just s e small truck zoomed away, carcened around
a corner and disappeared. There wes suddenly much excitenent, with police cars
speeding to the scene and armed treops teking up stations around the bank, A
group of white-faced men and women wers herded out of the bullding into offieial
cars = and that was all. Graduslly the erowd, which had gathered on the opposite
side of the street, dispersed, clearly rnnoyed that details as to what had trans-
pired were not aveilable, Later I learned thet eight Jewish beys had held up the
place (for the umpteenth time) and had made off with approximately 15,000 Founds,
There were no casualties.

The Arabs over Jaffa woy have been rather active today. It seems that the
gons of Allsh are using the minaret of s mosque for sniping purposecs, They seldom
hit anybody, tut it's damned irritating to kmow that Hogemah retaliation would be
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denounced as an attack on a holy place and could precipitete "holy worfare,"

Tel-4iviv, Jenuary 14, 1948, Much of the beauty of the place was chammingly
pointed out to me today by Reuben Rubin, the painter, at whose house I met many
people from all welks of life who make this country tick: {industrialists, busi-
nessmen, professional men, artists —— gll singularly intelligent individuels who
are currently harnessing their energies and talents to the country's precent needs.
Reuben and his lovely wife, Esther, certainly make 1ife here more pleasant for
many people. Following our promenade (the high point of which was a vieit to the
Dizengoff Park for Children, where hundreds of beautiful kids testified to Eretz
Israells bright future) Reuben took me with him to the Habimah, where a new Anski
piece "Yom Valaila", is in rehearsal, While Reubten supervised set installations
and costume fittings (all designed by him) I watched the play take fomm on the

Btagen

Arab attacks and British "neutrality" be damned) The artistic and cultural
activity of the Yishuv wes going forwerd without interruption, and these men and
women in the dark guditorium were also fighters,

On ny way back to the hotel I cane "under fire" for the first time, I had
decided to walk home along the seashore, but started my promenade ot the lower end
of Heyorkon Street, not too far from Jaffa, Suddenly bullets began to fly (one
of our friends in the minaret again) and the few peoplo on the street took cover,
then calmly turned the comner and went about their business, There was no sign
of panic or even excitement. Quite a people, these Jews.

Dre and Mrs, Silver are due here soon. There 1s a great deal of excitement
in the Yishuv ebout his coming, The trip will clearly be valuable in temms of
"morale"s I do hope that the Silvers won't be swamped with neetings and inter-
views when they get here, as the monents of relaxation were few and for between
in Poris, where Silver had to attend one reception after another —— at 2ll of which
there was great warmth and enthusiasm, but alse nuch spesch-making, (Incidentally,
Dr, Silver's address in the Palais de Chaillot wes masterful, even for him — and
in Yiddish, tocs.) My hunch is that the pattem will reépeat itself hore, as I am
constantly being queried . as to the date of his arrival (about which I maintain
totel ignorance — for obvicus reasons,)

Tel-Aviw, Jan 15, 1948, The Silvers are here, They landed in Lydda last
night, slept a few hours (under Hogonah guard) md arrived in Tel-Aviv this
morning via "Aviron." The "siege" has elready begun, and the nen behind the
desk at the Gat Rimmon are being driven to distraction by the scores of would-be
visitorse There has been a steady procession of local dignitaries up to his room
and both Mrs, Silver and I are planning to snatch him away and out into the open,

At lunchtinme we met Ben-Gurion and Mrs, B,~G, in the dining roome Cordial
greetings were exchenged snd we were invited to tea on Shabat., We monaged to get
eway for a stroll later in the dgy, Dr. Silver was greatly impressed by the sense
of security and confidence everywhere,

Tel-Aviv, January 16, 1948, More interviews and visitors all mominge I'm begin-
ning to ryealize that there is a method to all this and that Silver isn?t deliber-
ately inflicting gab-fests upon himeself, He is actually sizing up the entire
situation here. Now that I think of it, I believe he is the only nan I know who
cen sit in a room and listen to people, representing various viewpoints, and a day
or two later emerge with a full grasp of a problem, including all its nuances and
subtleties.
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In the afternoon, Dr, Silver net with the Hebrew editors and newspapermen
at the local press cludb., The conference was a greet success from every point of
views

In the evening, to the home of Harry and Ida Davidowitz, wvhere we u;ere nuch
impressed dy Dr, Davidovitz' Hebrew translations of Shekespeares

Tel-Aviv, Jonuery 17, 1948, There was a great desl of shooting last night, and
two big explosions, This morning we learned that the British hed blown up two
houses in the Jaffa — Tel-Aviv area, cne Arad and one Jewigh, which had been
used by snipers, How terribly fair and "neutral® to punish both the cttackers
and the attackedssvI was treated to scmething special this morning, About 8:30
AM., while I was getting a brerth of morming eir on ny terrace, there was 2
terrific explosion to the left ard I saw fragnents of a house go up in the air
and a cloud of dust znd smoke settle over the "border arsa." Iater I leamed
that our boys had destroyed snother Arsd sniners! hangout,

In the afternoon we went to the Ben-Guriong' for tea, Goldie Meyercon
came in after a bit; and the current situation, with emphasie on the Tishuv's
present needs, was gone into at seme length. In the midst of the conversatiiom,
men ceme in with a report on the 35 lads who had been sent to reinforce Efar
Ezione TYou know, of course, what the report was — but you should have seen
Silver's face at that mement. We left ecoon afterwards with very heavy heoarts,
not at all anxious to attend the concert of the Palestine Orchestra, which ve
wero scheduled to go to in the evaning.

As it turned out, all of us wers glad that we went. They ;B].ayed the Ninth,
Molinarl conducting, and performed it beautifully. Schiller's "0Ode to Joy" hed
& deep personel meaning for every person i{n the Ohel Shen on Seturday evening,
January 17, 1948. There was electricity in the sir. And Beethoven was & Zionist,
singing out his message of hope -~ this time to the Jewish people. He sang of the
glory of our ceuse and he assured us of its triumph, It was definitely not an
ordinary musical evening.

Incidentally, I was informed that the mele section of the chorus was snaller
than usualees

AS we were leéaving, the entire audience congregated in the entronce and out-
side the auditoriun, and wvhen Dr. Silver apposred on the stalrs thers was a
trenendous ovation, following which 21l present sang Batikvch., (I have never
heard it sung that way before.) The crowd lined the streets and applouded as
Dr, Silver's car pulled away. I have seen many demonstrations of popular esteem
and affection for Dr, Silver back home, dut this torped them all.

We returned to the hotel, cheered and refreshed by the events of the evening,
We all needed sueh an evening, for at dey-breek tomorrow we leave for Jerusalen ~—
under rather unusual conditions,
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By Harold Manson

Jerussl »n, Jenuary 23 (ONA) -- Behind the smoke of the dirty war which is
being weged in Palestine, the pattern of current British policy in the Holy Land
is slowly becoming discernible. British "neutrality" in the Palestine conflict,
which does not differentiate between attackers (Arabs) and attacked (Jews), and
which often takes the form of depriving the attacked of the means to defend
themselves, is part and parcel of an over-all British plan for Palestine desigred
to demonstrate that partition is not implementable and aimed at the reintroduc-
tion of the British Foreign Secretary's pet scheme for the federzlization of the
Holy Lend.

British strategy seems to run aleng the following lines: Wezken the Jews as
much as possible during the interim period so that they will be under a serious
disadvantage in their strugglc egainst the Arahs after the Mandate is terminated
in April or May. The Jows then will presuncbly realize the hopelesszness of
their situation and beg the British to stay on in the Holy Iand in order to
maintain law and erder, This could easily be arranged in view of the fact that
British troops will still be here, concentrated in the Haifa enclave — their
evacuation center. The British Government's price for masintaining peace would
be abandenment of the partition solution, substituting instead something along
the lines of the old Morrison-Grady plan,

The Britich evidently enticipate that the morale of the Jews will crack
during the forthcoming monthks. They apparently reason as follows? After the
Arabs strike their strongest blows against the Jewish conmunity (which will
have beceme weakened by British ams scarches and tho American ams embargo)
thoy will then hope for a re-emergence of that type of Jewish leadership which
British spokesmen characterize as "moderate® and with wham deals might be made
on the bdasis of a revived Morrison plan.

With regzard to the United Nations, British stratezy is clearly designed
to place a long series of obstacles in the way of the fmplementation of the
Novenber 29 decision favoring partitions Repeated efforts will be made %o
delay the arrival of the UN Commigsion in Palestine, The effect of these
efforts on the question of =n international forece should discourage the WN in
its task and create a generzl feeling of defeatism, In the end the intemational
body itself might be compelled to urge the British to stay on to preserve law
and orde¥: TI® BPtish will then be prepared to secept this task only on the can-
dition that the UN decision is revised to mest Bevin's views on Pclestine.

This correspondent slso learned that the British have, on various occasions,
suggested that the Jews evacuante certain arcas of Pelestine for reasons of
"nilitary exigency." Significently enough, sbendonnent of thosc areas would
reduce the proposed Jewish strte to an approximation of the boundary lines of
the Morrison-Grady federalization plan. Thus, on December 6, the British sug-
gested that the Jews abandon their settlements in the Negev; on January 8, they
edvised the Jews to evacuate the tip of Northern Galilee; on January 14, they
askod Jows to leave Etzion region. Such requests serve to disclose exaoctly
what constitute the British Government's intentions for the Holy Lands
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dat
To Chairmen of local Emergency Committees e February 6, 1948

From jsbe Tuvim

We wired you today as follows:

"YOUR PRESENT EFFORTS TO OBTAIN MODIFICATION OF ARMS EMBARGO FOR
YISHUV AND FORTHRIGHT AMERICAN SUPFORT FOK ESTABLISHMENT JEWISH
MILITIA AND INTERNATIONAL MILITARY FORC: MUST BE STEPFED-UP CON-
SIDERABLY OTHLRWISE SITUATION IN WASHINGTON WILL NOT BE MEASURABLY
IMPROVED. MESSAGES TO PRESIDENT THUMAN AND

MUST POUR IN FROM THE COUNTRY IN OVERWHELWKING NUMBERS. WE CALL
wmmmmmnmmwmmtms
;gssnm mwu_s. EDIATELY )
unmmssmm!mm. anwlmzmalmm
BE 1004 REPRESENTED. REGARDS" A

It is of the utmost urgency that you take all measures to carry out the above
directive, At no time has there been a greater need for the collective woice
of America to be heard on the Palestine issue, We must bend every effort to
prevent people in high places in our Government from scuttling the UN decision
on Palestine, Every friendly Christian; civie, cultural end fraternal organi-
sations; synagogues, temples and churches; and above all, the entire J_sish
mmnity mist be involved in this effort.

L L] L

We are attaching a memorandum entitled, "Palestine Partition and United States
Security" which will bring you up to date on some of the issues confronting us
and which we hope you can use to good advantage in contacting the press, radio,
organizations and individuals.

Kindest regards.

AT: FB
Enc,



PALESTINE PARTITION AND UNITED STATES SECURITY

In the two months which have passed since the adoption of the
Partition Plan for Palestine by the United Nations General Assembly,
the irreconcilable opponents of the Plan have been conducting a vigorous
campaign aimed at the annulment of the UN decision. With inventiveness of
nind worthy of a better cause, they have marshnlled conceivable and
sometimes guite inconceivable arguments. As soon as any one argument is
refuted by hard facts and actval developments, a new reason is put forward
or a new rumor spread. What all these arguments and rumors have in common
is one aim: to upset the UN decision and prevent the materialization of
Palestine Partition.

Several already discerded argumerts of the anti-partitionists
ought to be mentioned here before coneidering the important aspect with which
we are here concerged. Among these explodsd arguments the fellowing are
most prominent:

1. The threat that if the United States supported the establigh-
ment of a Jewieh State in Palestine and the United Nations aporoved the
Report of the United Natioms Special Committee on Palestine, the Arab
States in the Middle Bast would &lisn themselves with Soviet BEussia.

2. The threat that King Ibn Saud would cancel the American oil
concession in his domain in retaliation for American supvort of Palestine
Partition.

The facts are that the United States of America did officially
support the UNSCOP plan for Palestine Fartition and the United Natione did
approve of that plan, yet this did not lead to an alignment between the
Arab States and the Soviet Union. Nor has Kinz Ibn Saud cancelled American
oil concessions; he told an American newspaperman in December that reports
that his government was prepared to cancel American oil concessions are
"untrue and irregponsible”. Now that these two arguments can no longer be
used to combat the Partition Plan, we find the UN decision beingz assiduously
described as a threat to American security in this period of dangerous
international friction. The unrest caused by the Partition Flan, the argument
runs, may have an adverse effect on the flow of Middle Ezetern oil; lose
America the friendship of Arab and Voslem everywhere; and make the establish-
ment of a Jewish State so difficult that it had better be scrapped before it
is too late.

THE TRUTH ABOUT OIL

Middle East oil, described as vital to our security, particularly in
case of war, figures very prominently in the arsuments against Palestine
Partitions The validity of the oil argument depends on the answers to the
following guestions:

(2) Is there a shortage of oil in the United States, or is such a
shortage likely to arise as far as our domestic reqnirementa in peacetime are
concerned?
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(b) What is the relation of Middle Bast oil to the Marshall Plan
and what part would it play in a new world war?

(¢) Can the oil-producing countries in the Middle East afford to
let their "black gold" stay underground undeveloped, unproduced and unmarketed?
Can they dispose of their oil through some alternative to the present American-
British concessions?

{(d) Is there complete identity between the business interests of

the big 0il companies with holdings in the Middle East and the national
interests of the United States?

DOES OIL SHORTAGE THREATEN AMERICAZ

Many authorities on oil can be quoted to the effect that the United
States possesses enough domestic oil resources and has access to emough oil
deposits in zeographically close areas to surply all our peacetime requirements
for a long time to come. To quote one authority among many, Mr. Joseph E. Pogue,
Vice-President of the Chase National Bank of New York, and member of the
National Petroleum Council, addressing the Ecomomic Clud of Detroit on
November 17, 1947, stated:

"...The United States will face a shortage of oil omly if we
create it out of & shortage of understanding and imagination,.. The current
short supply of oil is linked to our rapid industrial expansion, but there
is more smoke than fire in any imterpretation of this as an indication of
rapid failure of oil resources.

"...Estimates of proved umderground oil reserves for the entire
world now stand at 73 billion barrels, distributed as follows: In the
United States, 24 billion; Caribbean Basin, 9 billion; Russia, B8 billion;
Middle East, 30 billion; and the rest of the world, 2 billion.

"The oil of the Middle Bast is not primerily required in the United
States, and no large quantities of it in the foreseeable future need come
here... Kost of that oil will be consumed in the Eastern hemisnhere, gradually
relieving the dependence of that area upon the o0il of the United States and
the Caribbean and increasing the availability of the latter for consumption
in this country."

Mr. Pogue should lmow. His connections with one of America's
leading banks and with the National Petroleum Council, place him in a good
position to judge the requirements of our industrial expansion and the extent
of our oil reserves. The figures which Mr. Pogue guotes speak for themselves.
0f an estimated world total of 73 billion barrels, the United States has
in its own territory and at its doorstep (Caribbean Basin) 33 billion
barrels, which represents over 455 of all the oil on the globe.

By way of postscrint, we should gquote a significant statement which
has just been made on this very subject. We refer to a Letter to the Editor
by Bugene Holman, President of Standard 0il of New Jersey, published in the
New York Times of February 4, 1948. We suggest that Mr. Holman's letter be



read by all those who seem to be alarmed by the prospect of an oil shortage
in the United States. It states inter alia:

"...That future discoveries in the United States will be large is
generally agreed. One estimate is that as much oll remains to be discovered
in the land area of continental United States as has been discovered since
the beginning of the industry... Thus, the nation's oil ’resources' are much
larger than its 'reserves'. Clearly, we have far more than ~ at least
several times - ten years to count on for very large-scale domestic oil
production.”

Mr. Holman goes on to evaluate optimistically the large gquantities
of petroleum to be found under offshore areas, as well as the prospects of
synthetic oil production,

While the magnitude of Middle East oil resources is undeniable, the
sober truth emerges, that the United States is not threatened by an oil
shortage at preeent or in the foreseeable future, and that America does not
need Middle Eastern oil for its domestic reguirements.

MIDDLE EAST OIL AND ERP

Secretary of Defense, James Forrestal, testifying before a Senate
Committee, stated recently that Mlddle Bast oil is indispensable to the success
of the Marshall Plan for the recovery of Europe. A4All the oil experts who
deny that America is threatemed by amn oil shortage agree that cil for Europe
must be supplied largely from the Kiddle Bast.

The petroleum reserves of Europe (locnted in FRumania, Austria and
Poland) are comparatively small, and are now for the most part under Soviet
control. If America is not to oil the Marshall Plan from domestic or Caribbean
resources, Burope must get oil from elsewhere. The natural source would be
the Middle East.

It is now argued that though Ion Szud has not withdrawn the oil
concession from the Arsbirn American Cil Company, or Iraq from the Britigh-
American-French~Dutch concession, the partition decision has already caused
enougn trouble to slow down the flow of oil from these concessione and to
prevent the construction of the Trans-Arabian Pipeline from Saudi Arabia
to the Eastern Mediterranean., This is absolutely false, Actually, the
refusal of the Syrian Government to ratify its agreement with the Trans-
Arabian Pipeline was due not to its opposition to Palestine Partition but to
a quarrel between Syria and Lebanon as to their respective shares in the
pipeline royalties. As long as there is no new world war, the oil of the
Middle East, it may be safely assumed, will flow to Europe. What will happen
in case of a new war, we shall try to describe below.



MIDDLE EAST OIL IN THE EVENT OF WAR

The map will tell us what our military experts must know by heart -
that Russia is the only great power whose home territory is directly adjacent
to the Middle East. The United States is about 7,000 miles away. Even
Great Britain has the whole length of the Mediterranean and a slice of the
Atlantic to cover before its ships reach the oil on the Persian Culf,

Experience has ghown that formal ownership of o0il fields, pipelines
and refineries is of no account in time of war, Accessibility is the only
thing that matters. The Rumanian o0il fields in Ploesti were owned mainly
by American and British companies, but in World War II Ploesti was accessible
to the Wehrmacht and not to the Western Powers. It was Hitler who used
the oil of Rumania. Similarly, for many crucial months in the last war
the o0il of Iran, Iraq and other Middle Bast countries was inaccessible to
allied tankers, and American and Caribbean reserves were drawn upon dispro-
portionately., In the first World War, the British fleet succeeded in
defeating the German fleet, not because Winston Churchill had acquired 51%
of the stock of the Anglo-Persian Company for the British Government, but
because British control of the seas enabled the oil tankers to reach Scapa
Flow from the Persian Gulf,

In sum, should there be a gyew world war our strategists would be
prudent to realize that we should mot count on the 0il reserves of the
Middle East.

IS IBN SAUD FREE TO CHOOSEY

King Ibn Saud may be considered the arch-type of the potentates
in the oil-producing countries of the Middle East, and the questions asked
here about him apply to all the others. Is Ibn Saud free to choose; is he
in a position suddenly to decide to cancel the American oil concession?
Is there any competitor in eight, whom he could call in to work his oil
fields, after withdrawing the American concession? Or would he let the vast
deposits of petroleum remain underground, umproduced and unsold?

The only sober and realistic answer to all these questions is an
emphatic "no", In the present state of international relations and in the
light of the financial dependency of Europe on the United States, there is
no country in Western Burope whose government would encourage or permit
its oil companies to take over a concession which belonged to American oil
interestss Nor is there today any oil combine outside of the United States
which could offer King Ibn Saud sizeable royalties, technical skill and all
the equipment necessary for large-scale production, piping, refining and
marketing, on a level anywhere near that of the American companies.

The only country which would feel no hesitation on political grounds
if the Saudi Arabian concession were offered to it, is Soviet Russia. In
this case, however, Ibn Saud would be the one tp hesitate - and hesitate very
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definitely, For perfectly obvious reasons, Ibn Sand would be opposed to

any Soviet penetration of his domain. Moreover, financially and technically
Soviet Russia would be even less advanced than any of the Western Buropean
powers, We may, therefore, safely say that King Ibn Saud and the other Arab
kings and governments have no cholce - unlees they are prepared to forego all
the benefits acecruing to them from the black gold found in abundance in their
domains.

Should any country with large deposits of such a crucially vital
resource as oil adont a dog in the manger policy, it ie rather doubtful whether
the world at large would stand for it. Were Kinz Ibn Saud, the Shah of Iran,
the Regent of Iraa or the Sheik of Kuwait suddenly to announce that he no
longer wished to bave his o0il extracted from underground and supplied to people
in need of o0il, the world would not hesitate to employ means which would guickly
change the minds of these Arab potentates. Nor, objectively speaking, is any
of these Moslem rulers or all of them jointly, in a position - political,
military or economic - to withhold from the world such vital supplies. One may,
however, say with the greatest certaiaty that such a contingency is not likely
to arise. It is so well known as to be a truism that Sandi Arabia, Iran, Ireq,
Kuvait and Bahrein are largely dependent on their income from oil for their
existence, their governrmental budgets, and the comforts and luxuries of their
ruling classes. Striking confirmation of the correctness of this analysis is
provided by Eing Ibn Saud's repeated statements, both tefore and after the
Partition decision, to the effect that ke has no intention of cancelling the
American concession and will im fact provide all necessary protection for its
normal functioning.

ARAMCO'S INTEREST AND U.S.. NATTONAL INTEREST

The stand adopted by the Arabian-Amocrican Qil Company on political
isgues in the Middle East and on Palestine Partition in particular, is simple
and understandable. The only criterionm which the owvners of the Sandi Arabian
concession apply to any Middle Tast issue or development is its vossible effect
on the company's tusiness intarests and profits. This is the narrow though
natural approach of the bunipessman, and is understandadle, particularly when
one remembers that Saudi Arabian 0il has already provided many milliorns of
net profit to ARAMCO and igs likely to suovly many more millions.

Applying its yardetick of business and profits to the Palestine
problem, ARAMIO soon arrived at the conclusinn trat, as far as it was concerned,
Jewish need and hcpez for nitional rebirth in their historic honeland were no
help and might possitly prove disturbing, Clearly, even thongh help to Zionism
cannot cause Ibn £and to withdraw the concession, it may put him in a bad mood
and result in inconvenience. This possibility was enough to cause ARAMCO to
take a hostile attitude toward Zioniem.

All this is human and, therefore, understandable. But American big
business behind ARAMCO went much further. Over a number of years, our volicy-
makers in Washington have been skillfully impresced with the idea that
America's national interests are necesszrily and alwaye identical with ARAMCO's
business interests. This supposed identity of intereste between the American
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people and the Arabian-American 01l Company, was manifestly absent when ARANCO
overcharged the American navy for petroleum supplies to the tune of many
millions of dollars or when ARAMCO manipulated its affairs so as to deprive

the U,S, Treasury of large sume in corporation taxes - as has been demonstrated
before a Senate Committee jJust recently. An o0ld anti-Zionist bias among
certain officials in the Department of State was reinforced by planting ARAMCO's
own men in key govermment positions where they could promote the company's
interpretation of American national interest in the Middle Bast. The records
of the Senate Investigation Committee show several cases of men who while in
service with the State Department and the Petroleum Aiministration were at

the same time on the payroll of ARAMCO or of one of the larze oil companies
controlling ARAMCO. It is needless to add that the salaries they received
from the oil companies were three times as hirh as thorce paid them simultane
eously by the U.S. Treasury.

It is evident that the national interests of the United States are
not necessarily and automatically identical with the interests of a private
business concera. The whims and preferences of Ibn Saud may be all-powerful
with ARAMCO, but American foreign policy must be based on lonz established
American principlos and traditions, international commitments, the interests
of world peace, the upholding of the United Nations, When the line of demarca~-
tion is drawn between American national interests and ARAMCO's interests, it
becomes apparent that while the United States is interested in the developmert
of the o0il fields of Saudi Arabis, there is a limit to the price = in national
honor and in stable world relations - which we shonld be willing to pay for it.

UsSs A, RUSSIA; BRITAIN £, IE'Ip_!

American-Soviet agreement on Palestine Partition was undoubtedly a
very fortunate featurs in United Nations developments. The two great powers,
at logzerheads on every other international issne, found a common avproach
to one important problem. This eugured well for the United Nations, for the
prospects of world peace and for adequate solution of the Palestine problem.
The present effort of anti-partitionists to present this American-Soviet
agreement as a devilish device of the Kremlin to cause chacs in the Middle East
and make America unpopular among "the 0,000,000 Arabs" or even "350,000,000
Moslems" in the world is a blatant absurdity, Assuming that American endorse-
ment of partition has been unpopvlar among Arab leaders, how can Russian
backing of partition be said te have made friends for the Soviet among the
same uﬂbsfuni

Appeasement of Arab extremists has never paid. The fact of the matter
is that even Great Britain - despite its determined opposition to partition
and despite its very outspoken pro-iradb line of policy on the question of
Palestine ~ cannot boast of having acquired unguestioning Arab friendship in
the Middle Eact., The developments with regard to the mew British-Iragi Treaty
prove this point, Palestine Partition had nothing at all to do with the riots
in Baghdad, the dismissal of the Iraqi Cabinet, the flight of the Prime Minister
and the new Iragi Government's refusal to ratify the proposed treaty. The
rioting was purely anti-Britich, for sentimeut against Britain runs high in
Iraq, though it was Britain that piloted Iraq toward early independence;
sponsored Iraq for membership in the League of Bations and later in the
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United Nations; promoted the Arab League; saved Irag from Rashid Ali's Nagi
putsch in 1941; trained Iraq's army and supplied its armaments.

Or let us take British-Egyptian relations. The minute the Palestine
question is solved, the problem of the Sudan will again appear prominently
on the international agenda. Egypt will again be up in arme against Britain,
and Egypt will be supported by all the other Arab States.

Britain is no more sure of the friendship of the Arsb Middle East
than the United States. From either or both of the two powers the Arabs will
take as much as they can get - in money, arms, military training, economic
development and political suprort - and if a world crisis comes, they will
give little or mothing in return, It was so in the first and second world
wars, and it will be so if and when a new world couflagration occurs.

Among the many strange rumors spread behind the gcenes, there is a
new story to the effect that Great Britain and with her the Arab States may
stay neutral in the event of a Russian-American War. This is of course
ridiculous, America may need Middle East oil to surply Europe, but England
would be completely paralyzed without the o0il of Iran and Irag, for there
are no domestic oil resources in the British Isles. Oreece and Turkey may be
considered forward positions of American security, but for Britain they are
the frontline trenches of her Empire: Should the great calamity of a new
world war occur, it is gafe to predict that the United States will join
Great Britain in such a war and not the other ‘way around.

THE "FORMIDABILITY" OF ARAB QFPOSITION

If two gunmen were to attack a citizen on Times Square in New York
and beat him to death, while the policeman on the corner did nothing to defend
the victim or even helped the attackers, the impression would be created that
the two gunmen were very strong snd the victim very weak. This elementary
parable spplies admirably to vhat is heppening today in Palestine and in the
Arab countries. In Syria, Irag, Aden, Bahrein the application is quite literal.
The local Arabs, with the active help of the police, massacre Jews, loot and
burn Jewish property, and prevent Jewish defense. In Palestine itself, the
British condone and support Arab bands, and hinder Jewish defense. What is
more, while the Arabs get arme from the British, via the Arab States, the
Jews are denied arms by the United States Government, which applies its embargo
equally to the Arabs defying the United Hati.ona decision and to the Jews
fighting for its implementation,

In these circumstances, it is easy to create the impression that
Aradb opposition to partition is formidable and Jewish ability to defend the
future Jewish State is questionable. It was precisely this impression that
the anti-partitionists wished to create in the public mind, as an important
tactic in their campaign for a reversal of the United Nations decision., If
one sees through this artificially distorted picture, a different pattern
of Middle Eastern realities emerges.



As far as population statistics are concerned, Arab propaganda runs
wild in its exaggerationg, and there are naive people among us who accept
their exaggerations. There are no 80,000,000 Arabs in the Middle East. There
are only about 15,000,000 Arabs and 16,000,000 Egyptians (who are not Arabs
but an Arabic speaking people). Likewise, there are not 350,000,000 Moslems
in the world. The grand total of lMohammed's followers in the world amounts to
about 285,000,000. But the Moslem world, -as a whole, is very little concerned
with Palestine. Mohammedan Turkey and Mchammedan Iran, the Moslems of Soviet
Russia, of China and of India are not ready to wage war on behalf of Palestine's
Arabs. As for the Arab States in the Middle East, the numerical wealness,
inadequate technical training and equipment of their armies are well-known.
These armies cannot represent a "formidable" force, even if all of them should
merge under a unified supreme command, In fact, the existing Arab armies
together are numerically not stronger than the Haganah. In technical skill,
adaptability to the requirements of modern warfare, spiritual strength and
readiness for sacrifice, the Jews of Falestine - fighting for their lives
and for their only hope of national freedom - mtainJ.y represent a much more
determined and potent force than the Arabs.

Furthermore, the Jews of Palestine and of the world are wnited (even
the Irgun and the Stern Group will submerge their differences in face of an
Arab onslaught), while the criss-cross ambitions, feuds and interests of the
Arab potentates and the ruling climes of Arabia are as etrong as ever,

Ibn Saud and King Abdullah are still mortal enemies; so are King Ibn Saud and
the Regent of Iraq. The politiciavs of Syria are opposed to Abdullsh, fearing
his Greater Syria Plan. The Christian majority of the Lebanon is opposed to
its own Pan-Islamic Govermment, to Syriz and to the Arab League. The kings

of Bgypt and Saudi Arabia are serious rivals in the Islamic world, King
Abdullah and Amin el Husseini, the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, are cpenly opposed
to each other and compete for control over the Arabs of Palestine,

With the "policeman on Times Square" siding openly or tacitly with
the gunmen, it ie easy to create the impression of a formidable and united Arab
opposition. In actual fact, however, no more than a few thousand mercenaries,
many of them drafted from among the starving proletariat in the Arab lands
outside of Palestine, have thus far been active in the Palestine disorders.

Once the Jews of Palestine have the arms and modern equipment which
they need; once the United Nations has all the support it legitimately deserves
in the implementation of its decision; once the Arab League knows beyond doubt
that the United Nations and the great powers are determined to carry out
partition, the "formidability" of Arab opposition to Palestine Partition will
disappear.

February, 1948
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AMERICAN CHIITIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE % et §ei v

41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. o) .#J/____..-
MEMORANDUM

To CEATRMEN OF LOCAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEES Dste Jenuary 30, 1948

From  AEE TUVIN

A SPECIAL EMERGENCY MEETING OF EEPRESENTATIVE COMUNITIES OF THE
AMERICAW ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN WASHINGTON, DeCo,
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH AND MONDAY, FEBHUARY 16TH, AT THE JEWISH COM{UNITY
CENTER, 16TH AND Q STREETS NORTIWEST. The Sunday session will begin at
11100 AMe KOSHER LUNCHEON WILL BE SERVED. There will be a mass meeting
Sundey night at vhich Dr. Abba Hillel Silver is expected to report on his
visit to Pelestine and to review the critical political situation which
prompts he calling of this meeting, IT IS OF THE UTHOST IMPORTANCE THAT
YOUR COMIUNITY BE REFRESENTED, An effort will be made to provide hotel
facilities for those who camnot do so directly. We urge, however, that
you melze your own reservation, if at all possidble, We will 'tr.v to devote
most of Monday, Febiuary 16th for visits to Congressmen and Senatorse
IT MIGHT BE VEIL FOR YOUR REPRUSENTANIVE TO BEGIN UAKING. APPOINTENTS NOVe

LET US XNOV BY WIRE WHO WIIL REPRESENT YOUR COMIUNITY AND WHETHER YOU ARE

MAKING YOUR OWN HOTEL RESFRVATIONS:

- * L * L]

Our situation has not improved sufficiently to warrant any let-up in
our oresent campaign to bring to the attention of the President of the
United States and the Secretary of State tho deep misgivings we feel be-
cause of their failure to take steps to implement the decision of the WN
by the creaticn of an international force, or to provide arms for the
heroic Jews of the Yishuv,

. We call upon you to accelerate your efforts, Every avenue for poli-
tical contacte and for messages and telegrams to the Fresident and the
Secretary of State should be explared and followed through, All friendly
organizations should be called upon to help, Christians - ministers and
other leaders in public life - should be enrolled in this effort, Every
Jewish family in your community should be represented by at least two
telegramse These activities are most vital to our cause, Nothing should
stand in the way of carrying them out,

AT:EB



THE FOLLOWING WASHINGTON HOTELS, IN THE ORDER
LISTED, AHE NEAR THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTIR

EOPYL ROOSEVELT VELT

HOTSL STATLER
,_mm ckm'b's

NOTE: When asking for reservations e infom the hotel
of the time of your arrival, aceo: tions desired, and length

of stay.



TRIBUTE T0 DR. ABFA HILLEL SILVER
Hotel Astnr, New York City
¥M~nday evening, December 28, 1247

FOR IMMEDIATE REZLEASE

EXCERPTS FROM ADDRESS OF DR, ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN
ERESIDENT OF THE WORLD CONFEDERATION OF GENERAL ZIONISTS

AND NATIONAL C:zATRMAN OF THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL

e e e

Dr. Silver has been the architect-in=chief of American Zionist policy in
recent years. More than any other dmerican Zirmizt leader he has brrucht the
Zionist progran onto the highway of American public opinisn, This pnlicy utiliz-
inz the demncratic methods of the American political prncess, namely, direct
comrmunicatirn between the people and their representatives in government,
succeeded in winning the legislative and execntive ailms ~f our government to
the advocacy of a Jewish State. Our soveranent!s advnecacy proved decisive in
bringing about the favorable UN decision. Therefore Dre Silver!s contribution
has been a decisive factor in the epach-naking dispensation nf a Jewish States
It is frrtunate that American Zicnisn, in this crueial perind, had Dr. Silver!s
far-visioned and c-uragesus leadership. He is deserving of the lasting gratitude
nf the Jewish pecple for the suecessful mobilization of the force of American
public opirion and for his nmasterly presentation of the Zionist case before the

UN.

With the UN decision, only the first stage of the Jewish State program is
concluded, the staze of pnlicy prorouncerment. ¥ow we are in the second etage,
that of implementation. The Mufti and his collaborators are doing their utmost
to frustrate the decision of the UN and meke it come to nancht,.

Erstwhile Hitlerites openly defying and threatening to thwart a decision
of an overwhelming majority of the United Nations must nnt be nermitted by the
UN to "get away with it" by taking advantage of the fact that the UN Assembly

(more)
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is not in session. The Security Council should act, for inaction breeds a
deterioration of the situstion. Whatever moral prestize the UN has gained by
thisg great decision will be lost if it is not backed up fimly.

It behooves the United States both as a member of tﬁe UN and as an avowed
advocnte of a Jewish State to react against the breasch of internationsl law end
order being fomented by the Arab States. Its declared embzrge on ams to Palestine
helps the Arsb eggressors who can secure ams readily from reighboring Arad States
and hurés the Jewish forces of self-defense,

Great Britain's policy in this transition stege, under the guise of strict
neutrality, in offect gives ald end comfar§ ta the Arabs, Under the pretext of
everhomded justice, 1t is supplying arms to the Aradb aggreasoril snd denying them
to th2 Jewlse defarders, Invoxing technicalities, it is invitirz the UN Palestine
Commiszliun Lu stey out of Priestire until Great Britain is ready to leave, thus
deiibera.tu.'-.y planuing to ereate a situntion of chaos in which lavlessness znd
banditry can thrive. What a pstty, @itefﬁl. inglorious closing to a chapter
which began glurtiously with the B=1fcur Declaration.

I speak as one who £1] hia l:fe coneidered himself & friend of England, headed
the Jewlsh effort for British War Relief im the U.S. during the war when Great .
Rritain wes in despsraie aeed of fricnds here.  The -Jen-.r:.sh peopie stiil elings to
the hope that British pulicy may chamge for the better sov that Great Britsin can
go out of Palastins honorably by ccopersting with the UN instead of obstructing 1t.

In the meantime ithe Haganch can be relied upon to defead and protect the
Yishuv. Comoaring ihe preseat flareup in Paiestine with the Arsb attacke in 1936,
it is evident that the Jewish defense force is incomparably better prepared to
meet the attecks. As a matter of fact the Hageanch is exercising restrzint — the
restraint, however, which comes from strength not from weakness. It is also
evident that whereas the Arsb attacks of 1936 resulted in the infamous British
White Paper, restricting Jewish immigration and lend purchase, znd thus rewarding

(more)
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the murderers and the bandits, the Arab attacks of 1947 will prove to bc the last

desparate attempt of the Mufti to gain his ends., He will not suceeed. Instced of
a British White Paper there will be & Jewish Blue mnd White Paper, the charter of

the Jewish State.

As American citizens we turn to our governument and we say: "You have done &
great work in helping to bring sbout the decision to ereate a Jewish State. Don't
consider your work done until the Jewish State stands securely. Such economie
assigstance as you can give the nascent Jewish State and such help as you can provide
to bring large numbers ef Jewish DP's out of Burcpe into Palestine, will be an
important contribution. The Jews of America will do their full part, They are
endeavoring to raise through the United Jewich Apreal an unprecedented sum of
$250,000,000 in 1948 for Jewish needs overseas and here. But right now the urgent
task on the political level, 1'5‘1:0 act fimly vie-a-vis the Arab trouble-makers.
The prestige of the U.S, and of tha UN demend that the Jewish State come into being
with the fim backing of the great powers, the U.S, and the U.S,S.R. who brought

asbout the resolution for its establishment.

* - -



TRIBUTE TO DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER
Hotel Astor, New York City
Monday Evening, December 29, 1947

FOR IMVEDIATE RELEASE

MESSAGES
From Governor Thomas E. Dewey

IT IS A MATTER OF TH® DEEPEST RFGRET TO ME THAT THE HEAVY PRESSUFE
OF PREFARATION FOR THE FORTHCOMING SZSSION OF THY NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE
MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLT FOR ME TO IEAVE MY DESY IN AIBAVY AT THIS TIME OF YEAR.
NOTEING FLSE WOULD PREVENT ME FROM ATTENDING THY TRIUMPHANT DINNZR IN HONOR
OF RABBI HILLTWL SILVER WHOSE WISE, BRAVE AVD SKIIIFUL IEADERSHIP I¥ THE
ZIONIST CAUSE HAS CONTRIBUIED SO GR@ATLY TO THE VIOTORY BEING CELESFATED
ON MONDAY NIGHT.

IT HAS BEEN MY PRIVILRGT TO WORX VITH DR, SILVER IN THIS CAUSE FOR MANY
Y®ARS, EVEN UF TO THE LAST MINUTE, AS ITS SUCCESS WAS HANGING BY A THEREAD
IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED YATIONS, THERT IS NO TRIBUTE WHICHE COULD BE
SUFFICIFNT RECQGNITION TQ THE QUALITY OF HES I.EADERSHIF AND I JOIN YOU
WHOLEHEARTEDLY IN YOUR OUTPOURING OF AFFECTION AND RUGARD FOR HIM,

THE FIRST AND WHAT I HOPE IS THE GRRATEST HURDLE HAS BEEN OVERCCIE., THERE
ARY OTHER SERIOUS ORSTACLES ANEAD, BUT SURFLY WITH ITS TRADITIONS OF
COURAGEQUS AND ZEALOUS PIONEERING, THE FUTUN® FROBLFNS OF PALESTINE CAN AS
SURELY BE SOLVFD AS THOSE WHICH AER NOW HISTORY, IF THE GHEAT NATIONS WILL
AS FIFMLY ADHERE TO THE DECISION THEY HAVE JOINTLY RZACHED AND AS STRADFASTLY
SERVE NOTICE THAT THEIR DECISION SHOULD BE RWSFECTED, I AM SURE THAT WE CAN
LOOK FORWARD TO INCHEASING STABILITY AND, IN THR END, THE PEACEFUL EUILDING

OF THE GREAT NEW FPROGRESSIVE HOMELAYD FOR WHICH WE ALL FRAY,

From Bartley C. Crum

I REGRET MORE THAW I CAYW SAY MY INABILITY TO BE WITH YOU IN HONORING



TRIBUTE TO DR. ABBA HILLEL SIILVER - 2=~

DR, ABBA HILLEL SILVER. WITH THE MOMENTOUS DECISION OF THE UNITED NATIONS,
AMERICAN JEWEY AND MEN OF GOODWILL EVERYWHFEE MUST REDEDICATE THEMSELVES

T0 THE BASIC SFIRITUAL AND MORAL VALUES FOR WHICH DR, SILVER HAS THE
UNCOMPROMISING STOKESMAN FOR SO MANY YEARS. IT IS OF PROFOUND SIGNIFICANCE
TYAT THE JEWS, IN RETURNING TO ERETZ, ARE BRINGING WITH THDM, UNTARNISHED,
THE VALUES WAICH WERE LARGELY REMOVED FRO!! TAT LAYD WITH THY DIASFORA.
PLEASE SAY FOR'ME TO DR. SILVER MSTATOMM,

- e W SN O ey Sy e e

Prom U.S. Senator Robert A. Taft

I DESIRE TO JOIN IN iNY TRIBUTE TO DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER FOR THE GREAT
WORK WHICH HE HAS DONE. I HAVE ALWATS FELT THAT I WAS ONLY ON THE |
OUTSKIRTS OF THE FROBLEM AVD UNABLE TO ACCOMFLIST A GRFAT DEAL, BUT I EAVE
RYLIED ON HIS GOOD JUDGMENT, AND.I AM TROUD 7O HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH
HId IN THE WORK,

From House Minority Leader, Rer. John W. McComack
I REGRET EXCEEDINGLY TTIAT, DUE TO OFFICIAL BUSINESS REQUIRING MY

PRESENCE IN BOSTON, I WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ATTEND T/E TESTIMONIAL DINFEZR EEING
TENDERED T0 DR, ABRA SILLWL SILVER. I HAVE A VERY HIGH REGAED FOR

DR. SILVER AND I VALUE HIS RESTECT AND FAIWNDSHI; FOR MZ, RIS UNTIRING
CONSTRUCTIVE EFFORTS IN BEZALF OF To7E ESTARLISIMENT IN ALESTINE OF A

FREE AND INDEFENDENT JEWISH COMMONWEALTH AR KNOWN TO ALL, IT WAS MY
PLEASURE TO COQFERATE WITH HIM AND THOSE ASSOGIATED WIT: HIM, AXD 70 DO
EVERYTHEING I TOSSIZLY COULD TO BRING IT ABOUT. NS WERITS TIE THANKS AND
COMMENDATION OF ALL FERSONS FOR HIS OUTSTANDING IEADERSHIT IN TS GREAT
MOVEMENT, AS WELL AS FOR THE NOBLE, CONSTRUCTIVE LIFE HE FAS AND ALWAYS



TRIBUTE TO DR, ABRA HILLEL SILVER

WILL LEAD IN ALL DIRECTIONS., TLEASE CONVEY TO DF, SILVER MY DEEP FEELINGS

OF EESTECT FOR HIM AND TO ALL FPRESENT MY KINDEST REGARDS,

From Speaker of the House, Rep. Joseph W, Martin, Jr.
BECAUSE OF IREVIOUS COMMITMEETS IN MASSACHUSETTS DURING THE CCNGZESSICHAL

RECESS, 1 REGRET IT WILL BE IMI'OSSITLE FOR ME TO 2E IN NEW YORK (N THE EVENING
OF DECEMBER 29TH. HOWEVER, I DO WISH IT WERE TOSSISLE FOR ME TO PARTICITATE
IN THIS MERITORIQUS TRIBUTE TO DR. SILVER.

AS ONE WHO HAS LONG JESN INTERESTED IN T'E JEWISE SOMELAND IN TALESTINE,
DRe SILVER'S UNFLAGGING AND AGGEESSIVE ESICUSAL OF THIS CAUSE AT ALL TIMES
HAS, OF CCURSE, COME UNDER MY FERSQNAL OBSERVATICN. HB HAS DEEN A TOWER OF
STRENGTH AND IT IS ENTIRELY FITTING AND APPROFRIATE TAT TUIS TESTIMONIAL
SHOULD EE GIVEN IN HIS JFHALF.

From General John H, Hilldrins
FLEASE EXTEND TO DR, SILVER MY SINCEREST RBSTECT AND ADMIRATION, AND

MY BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL MISSION'TC FALESTINE,

— e e e e e e

From Dr, Louis Finkelstein, Fresident of the Jewish Theclogical Seminary

of imerica

IT WOULD BE A JOY INDEED FCR ME TO JOIN WITXE YOU AT THIS DINNER IF I
COULD POSSIELY DO §0, I HAVE HAD GZEAT AFFECTION AND ADMIRATION FO= DR, SILVER
FOR MANY YEARS AND EEALIZE THE GREAT DEBT IR WHICH HE HAS FLACED US.

From Mayor Thomas A, Burke, of Cleveland, Chio

AS CNE OF OUR ESTEEMED FELLOW CITIZENS, CLEVELAND TAKES IRIZE IN YOUR
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IMPRESSIVE LEADERSHIP BEFORE THE UNITED NATIONS WHICH CONTRIBUTED SO GREATLY
TOWARD THE CREATION OF A JEWISH STATE IN PALESTINE AFTER 2000 YEARS OF SEFXING
RESTORATION. YOUR STATESMANLIKE EFFORTS, TOGETHER WITH THOSE OF YOUR COLLEAGUES,
HAVE MADE WORLD HISTORY. OUR ENTIRE COMIUNITY DERIVES GRATIFICATICN IN THE THOUGHT
THAT OUR WATIVE ATMOSFHERE OF EQUITY AND DEMOCRACY PROVIDED A NATURAL BACKGROUND
IN WEICH YOUR LONG STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE FOR TOUR PEOPI;B TOUND SYMPATHETIC SUFPORT
AND ENCCURACEMENT. WE JOIN IN FAYING OUR TRIBUTE TO YOUR ACEIEVEMENTS.

e e e o = P ow= W ey

From Moshe Shertok, Head of the_Pel&ti-éal Department of the Jewish Agency
for Falestine :

I REGRET EXCEEDINGLY THAT MY URGENT TRIP TO PALESTINE HAS MADE IT IMFOSSIBLE
FOR ME TQ BE PRESENT AT TP DINNER TENDERED FOR DR, SILVER ON DECEMEER 29th. I
SHOULD LIKE TO ASSOCIATE MYSZLF IN THE TRIBUTE TO BE PAID TO DR. SILVER!S LONG
AND OUTSTANDING RECORD .IN.THE SZRVICE. OF THE: ZIONIST. GAUSE OF WHICE THE LAST AND
MOST SIGNIFICANT CHAPTER IS HIS CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE AMERTCAN SECTION OF THE JEWISH
AGRICY EXECUTIVE.

IT WAS UNDER DR, SILVER'S CHAIRMANSIIE (TEAT IT WAS GIVEN TO THE AMERICAN
SECTION AT THE SEZSSIGNS OF THE UNITED FATIONS ASSEMELY IN APRIL AND IN SEFTEMBER-
NOVEMBER, 1947 TO STEER THE VESSEL OF ZIONIST FOLICY THROUGH THE STORMY SEAS OF
DEBATE, OPFOSITION AND IFTERVATICNAL ENTANGLEMENTS, TO ITS FORT OF DESTINATION
AND TO ACHIEVE INTERNATIONAL APPROVAL FOR WHAT FAS FROVED PRACTICABLE IN THE
PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, OF THE ORIGINAL ZIONIST IBOGRAM, KNOWING AS I DID, HOW
STRONGLY DR. SILVER HAD ORIGINALLY BESN OPFOSED TO THE COMPROMISE SOLUTION, I
ADMIRED THE MORE EIS WHOLEHEARTED ACCETTANCE OF IT AND THE UNSWERVING DETERMINATION
WITH WEICH EE FURSUED THE NEW COURSE TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION, ONCE IT EECAME
A MATTER OF PRACTICAL POLITICS AND RECEIVED THE AFIROVAL OF THE EXECUTIVE AS A
WHOLE

I LOOK FORWARD TO CONTINUED HAZMONIOUS COLLABOBATION WITH DR SILVER IN THE
HARD TRIALS WEICH THE NEAR FUTURE STILL SEEMS TO HOLD IN STONE FOR US. IT IS THE






AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Date

Chalrmen of Local Emergency Committees January 15, 1948

Abe Tuvim

There is one extremely important phase of our public relations work to
which we wish to call your attention and ask your cooperation in carrying out
a plan to meet the needs of the day.

The propaganda activities of both the British and the Arabs are becoming
increasingly evident from day to days At the present time there are any number
of spokesmen for these enemics of Zion who are touring the eountry and who plant
their distortions in the American public mind. Most of the time we have no way
of knowing about these lectures and interviews until they are overs Quite often
it is too late then to effcctively combat the insidious influence vhich has
been spread. N

There is a growinz nced for cach community to couple their direet poli-
ticel activities with meinteining constant alertnoss to what is toking place
on non~Jewish platforms. ZEach community must realize that only by being
watchful in advance ecan wo hope to coumteract hostile propagande. It is
imperative that news of any anti-Zionist spoaker be reported to us =s far
in odvance as possible.

We therefore urge you to aprpoint (if you have not already done so) a
committee of capable Zionists, charged with the following tasks:

1. Reception for Zionieh spcakers, both Jewish and non-Jowish, and
meke arrangements to exploit their preseénce through the local press, radio, ecte.

2, Maintain a constant check on lecture notices in churches, collcges
and civie groups, and report to us eny visiting speaker who may be anti~-Zionist.

3s FPromcte an =ctive liaison with non-Jewieh groups with a view %o
providing new engagements for speakers to prescnt the Zionist case,

4, Utilize the speakers under the dircction of the Club Program Scrvice
of the Americen Christisn Palostine Committoo (41 East 42nd Streoot, New York) *
or other nen-Jewish spcakers known to bo friendly to us, thus maoking additional
openings available,

5 Maintain a constant contact with the national office in the carrying
out of the sbove prozram.

Please let me hear from you. Regards.

AT:RB
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

MEMORANDUM

Chatmmen of Local Encrzency Cormittees Date January 19, 1948

Abe Tuvim

The attached statenent was sent ¢ 180 leading newspaper editors
in the United States as enother step in onr campaign to clarify, and
to stimulate wwﬂay for, our cause,

The materisl embodied in the statemeat appoered also as full pege
advertisements in the IEW YOXE TI'ES, TRIBUNE, POST, Fif, and the
WASHINGTON FOST.

We urge most stronsly that whersvor nossidtle this statement and
the important signatures which are aprended be placod by Zienist
communities as an advertisement in daily nowSpspers. The statement
may be used algo in such orientation work as may be going on among
radio commentators, etc.

If any newspapers in your city use the material, whether sent
by us or placed by you, we would be grateful for tear sheetse

Eindest regards.

AT:GH
Encse



TO THE UNITED STAYES AND THE UFITED NATIONS

Since the United Nations General Assembly voted for the partition of
Palestine on November 29, 1947, a shameful situation has arisen to vhich

public opinion cannot remein indifferent.

Openly defying the United Nations, the governments of the Arad States,
themselves members of the UN, are deliberately encouraging aggression against
the Jews of Palestine, They are using Syria, Lebanon, Egypt and Iraq as bases
for these operations. They are providing funds, amnunition and military train-
ing, and have slready launched sﬁ_ahks in force from Syria and Lebanon against
Palestinian Jews. In S?ﬂQ:QMi itself this state of effairs has resulted in
unbridled violence by armed Arsb bands orgenized by Haj Anin el Fusseini, the
sane Arab leader who, during the war, immesaurably eided Hitler in brondcasts
from Berlin urging the lioslems of the Middle East to revolt agains the Allies,

This campelgn of viclence has no moral justification, It is directed
against = decision of the Tnited Nations nnde only after nearly twenty com—
mittees of inquiry 1nvéatigated the problen over 2 period of more than 25
Yyoarse This decision was, finelly, & compromise vhich granted naotional

states in Prlestine to both Jews and Arabs,

The campaign cf violence we now witness does not spring from a spontaneous
uprising by the majority of Palestine's Arabs, On the contrary, they wish to
live in peace with their Jewish neighbors. But they are terrorized by the
Mufti's bands assisted by his confederates in Caire, Boghdad, Beirut and
.Danaacus. +figrificantly, Arab violence is largely directed ageinst Jerusalen
which, accerdirg {o the UN decision, is to be an internationnl territory

becense of its sacred character to the Christian world.



The campaign of Arasb zzgression, led by a group of former Nazi czllies
and aided by accomplices across the frontiers, is therefore directed not only
ogainst the Jews, not only agsinst the pesceful majority of the country's
Arabs, but against the anthority of the United Nations itself,

This is a bold attempt to blackmail the United Naotions into submission.
It 1s on cttempt by violence to render impetent the first great decision of
the United Natioms., If this campaign succeeds, it will reduce the United
Notions to a debating society. In 2 monent when world peace is the hope of
A1 men of good will, it will smash the effectivences of the only instrument
of intemational pesce we p,oﬁl_l'm;_n. It will disillinsion those millions who
hod hopes that at last some way ether than the holoeaust of war could be found

to settle international problems.

If the United Nations camnot make its Pelestine decision stick, if a
handful of willful nen can prevent a UN decision from being carried out because
they do not like that decision, then no future action of fhe U8 will have nore

worth than the paper upon which it is written,

For this state of affeirs not only the Mufti and his cohorts are responsible.
Other powers are not wholly free of respomsibdility. The British Govermment,
which insisted that it retain sole control over the country =nd sole responsi-
bility for law and order until the temination of the Palestine Mandate, scems
either unwilling or unsble to nmaintain law and order, We do not attenpt to Judge
whether it is a matter of unwillingness or of inability, But the fact remains

that the security situation in Palestine is steadily deteriorating.

One thing is certaint while Arab bands attack Jewish settlenents, blockade

vide areas, and waylay traffic on the highways, British officiasls and forces have
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repeatedly interfered with Jewish defense and counterattack, reveatedly
arrested and disarmed the defenders, and repeatedly confiscated their

armaments.

The United Nations has not yet taken action agrinst these overt acts
of its Arab member-governments, which constitute an open defiance of ths
Resolution of the General Assembly and of the Charter itself, Nor has the
United Nations reacted as yet to the fact that the Mufti's bands and the
attitude of the British Administration are a clear challenge and threat to
the authority of this international body.

If only the safety of the 700,000 Jews of Palestine were at stake, this
alone should have evoked the concern of Ameriean public opinion. Our Govern-
ment was largely instrumental .in bringing about the United Nations deeision
on partition. What had we in mind when we encouraged the aspirations of the
Jewish people to nationhood in Palestine? Was it our intention to leave them

there defenseless?

Much more is at stake than our moral responsibility toward the Jews, We
repeat, the very future of the United Natione is in jeopardy. This open defi-
ance of & United Nations deecision comes from a group of Middle Eastern states,
which depend upon the UN and the Western world for their sovereignty and inter-
national recognition, for their political and military protection as well as
economic developments If w2 vermit such conduct on the part of the Arab States,
then the authority of the United Nations will suffer a stazeering blow vwhich

can result in incalculable harm to men everywhere.

Let us make no mistake about the dangers involved in this situation. The
conflict may widen and assume world-wide dimensions, or this aggression of

the Arab States can be restrained, thus making the Palsstine solution a potent
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factor for peace end stability in the world, America must help to determine

whether the effectiveness of the UN shall be destiroyed or strengthened.

The United Sts-tes wants peace in the world, It is to its vital interests to
nphdld the Falestine decision of the United Nations. Our Government should
therefore actively support the following measures:

1. A stermn warming to the Arab States calling for an end to
the sabotage of the UN decision.

2« An unmistekably clear declaration to Great Britain that as
long as she remains in Pelestine, her armed forces can be
neither neutral nor gquasi-neutral, but must align themselves
in defense of public law and the UN decision.

3¢ Immediate use of the praper UN agencies to provide intemmational
military protection for Palestine Jewry and make !médiately
available the necessary military force to implement the United
Nations decision on Palestine.

4s Immediate equipment of the Haganah, under United Nations amspices,
to engble this Jewish constabulery defenss force to carry out
police powers within Jewish territory in Palestine,

Only in this mamner can the United States and the United Nations prevent
the threatened conflagration. The delay in implementing the UN decision has
encouraged the Arab League and the Mufti in their defiance of the UN, and have
forced the Jewish people to resort to desperate means to provide themselves with
arms for their defense and the maintenance of the UN decision.

THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson Dr. Walter Clay Lowdemmilk
Senator Owen Brewster Senator James E, Murray
Frank Buxton Prof, Harry A. Overstreet
Bartley C. Crum Dr. Daniel A, Poling
Samuel Guy Irnman Dr, Ralph W. Sockman
Senator Edwin C. Johnson Senator Charles W, Teobey

Senator Robert ¥, Wagner
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date Januvary 23, 1948

Abe Tuvim

We have begun an intensive campaign on locel, county and state poli-
tical levels to urge upon our Government active support of those four points
stressed in the advertisement of the American Christian Palestine Committee
sent you a few days agos. Those points included: wamning the Arab States
to end their sabotage of the UsNs; making it clear to Great Britaln that her
forces in Palestine must act in defense.of tha U,N, doocisi {immediate use
of tho proper UN, agencies to make available the military force necessary for
%h: imle?entnttu of partition; and immodiate qﬁmﬁ of the Hsganzh under

o4 ausplicess

In a recent press intaw!.w. h‘. SM Gcmtd.n. Acting Ohsirman of
the American Zionist Emergoncy Council, sald, "Amcrica's moral credentials in
the Palestine guestion will depend not merely on what it said, but on what
it doese We look to President Truman to prevent this issue from becoming a
quagnire of intrigue and tnertia.'

Dr, Goldstein demanded arms for the Jewish defendors of Palestine,
emphasizing that "hers the United Statos has a direet responsibility.," He
also demanded that en international armed force be placed at the disposal
of the UsN. Implementation Cemmission end that the Tel Aviv port be opened
for Jewish immigration on February 1lst,

This effectively sums up our situations ‘Ia have evexy right to expect
our Administration to stand by established Americen policy on Palestinc end
to use its great influence to implement the U,N, deeision, Without American
leadership in this direction, the condition will becamo aggravated to the
further detriment of our sause, It is thorefore most urgent that you contact
political leaders in your community who may be in a position to transmit to
the Demooratic National Oommittes the prescnt state of mind of Americen Jews,
resulting from the failure of the Administration to take steps which will
make the UyN, decision workable,

We urge you, also, to organize a public meetinz to be held within the
next ten days, to highlight the policies listed aloves. It will be very
helpful to enlist the public goodwill of our Christian friends, It would
also be well to ask our Christian friends to write to their Congressmen,
Senators and to the President urging that speedy action be taken.

Ploase let us know what activities you will be adle to undertake at
this crucial time, Kindest regards,

AT1SBER

N,B, - IN A FEW DAYS YOU WILL RECEIVE A CALL FOR PUBLIC ACTION.
BE PREPARED]



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
mu;nwon AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date January 21, 1948

From Ave Tuvim

Enclosed you will find the following:

le Oopy of a telegram sent to President Truman by the "Committee to Am
the Jewlsh State" which is self-explanatory and which may be useful
to you in the work which you are carrying on. This was featured
widely By the press and radios

2y Reprint of the esdvertisement of the American Christian Palestine
Committee from the Herald Tritymme of New York. We hope that you have
made some headway in placing this material as an advertisement in your
local press. It wvas sent to you several days ago in multigraphed fomm,
but we are sending ths printed lgyout as well,

In connection with this, it is subject to your own detemination as
to vhether such advertisements as you place in your newspapers are signed
by the people whose names appear at the bottom of the advertisement or are
signed by locol leading Christians snd Jows, or both.

We will appreciate very much receiving copics of any advertisements

you may pleco.

Eegarda-

AT:HBH
Encse,



0 WESTERN UKRICN
& January 17, 1948

Honorable Harry S. Truman
White Eouse
Washington, D. C.

The Arab attack upon the Jewish people insoired by the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem
and former collaborators of Adolph Hitler is also an attack upon the authority of
the United Nations and the prestige of the United States.

The decision of the United Nations to partition Palestine was the first great
definitive judgment of that body on an important international dispute. Should
that decision be nullified by deliberate sabotage on the part of Arab states,
which profess adherence to the United Nations Charter, the usefulness of that
body would be irreparably impaired and its future jeopardized.

In view of the unlikeliheod that an international police force can be
organized in time to avert disaster, we respectfully call upon you to take
immediate action to modify the arms embargo to the Middle Bast so as to permit
lend-lease and shipment of military equinment to those states that support the
United Nations decision to partition Palestine. There is no other alternative
at the present time; and time is of the essence,

We are mindful, Mr. President, of gour many exertions to fulfill our nation's
pledges to the Jewish people, It was the resolute rction of our government at
Flushing Meadows which brought forth tie decision to'partition Palestine.

It is indefensible to exert our initiative to ereats a Jewigh State on paper,
and then simultaneously declare an arms embargo, the only effeet of which is to
enable Arabs to massacre defenseless Jews and prevent the fulfillment of the
objective we so ardently sought. We would do simple justice to the Jewish peonle,
while serving the cause of peace, to assist them in their heroic effort to resist
aggression perpetrated in vislation of dntornational law,

‘

THE COMMITTEE TO ARM THE JEWISE STATE representing Amcricsn business, civic
and professional leaders of all religious faiths appeals to you, lMr, President,
to take prompt action to enable the Jewish people to defend themselves and to
defend at the same time the authority of the United Nations and the vrestige of
the United States.

COMMITTESZ TO ARM THE JEWISH STATE
Rotert F. Wagner, Honorary Chairman
Dean Alfange, Chaimman

9 Bast 40 Street

New York, N. Y.



AMBJCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date January 26, 1948

Fram Ave Tuvinm

The following telegram was sent to you on Saturday night, January 24:

CRITICAL SITUATION MAKES NECESSARY IMMEDIATE DISPATCHE OF UNPRECE-

DERTED NUMBER OF LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN AND THE

STATE DEPARTMENT PROTESTING FAILURE OF OUR GOVERNMENT TO HELP MAKE

ARMS AVAIL&BIIE TO YISHUV FOR DEFENSE AGATST ARAB AGGRESSION AND ITS
RELUCTANCE TO TAKE LEAD IN OBTAINING VIGOROUS UN ACTION TO IMPLEMENT PALESTTE
DECISICN BY INTERVATIONAL FORCE, ALSO CCNTACT YOUR SENATORS AND
mﬂm INFOR{ING THEM OF COMMUNITY'S VITAL CONCERY AND

ASKTNG THEIR HELP,

Coming after the firm and effective support which the Jnerlm Government gave

at the United Nations Agsenbly to the declsion cresting the Jewish State, our
Government!s present attitude in the face of unfavorable developments is the gravest
single factor we face today. The arms embargo announced by the State Department
without eny attempt to distinguish between the aggressors and the defenders, be-
tween those who defy the United Natione by brute force and those who fight to
uphold the verdict of the international orgamizatfon, is still in forece., The
widely publicized neasures undertaken by the State Department regarding the with~
drawal of Anmerican passports from American yolunteers joining the Eagansh are
calculated to show the displeasure of the Department with such activities, They
serve to discredit the Jewish fighters in the eyes of the American public, and
further to encoursge our enemies, The renewed propaganda voiced by some people
very close to our Govermment, purporting to indicate that the United Nations
decision is impracticable and detrimental to the interests of the United States,
and should therefore be revised, is a further sign of the dangerous turn which
events have taken,

It would serve no useful purpose to dissipate our energies by voicing our just
indignation against the doings of the Mufti bands, of the Arab States, or of the
Britich Government. As long as the Government of the United States tolerates
their activitios, there is little to be gained from protests along these lines,
Nor can much be achieved by addressing ourselves directly to the United Nations.
Unless the Governnment of the Thited States -~ the leading member of the inter—
national organization ~- takes the lead in bringing about vigorous action by the
United Nations, as it has .done in the cases of India, Indonesia, Korea, Greece
and Iran, the intemational bedy is unlikely to take any effective action.

Our efforts must be concentrated on getting the Government of the United States
to follow through on its pledges and to see to it that the decision to which it
has given such valuable support should becone a reality in fact.

The foreign policy of the United Btates is the responsibility of the President
of the United Statess In this task he is supported by the chosen representatives



of the American people in the Senate and the House of Representatives, It is
therefore to the Fresident that citizens of this country should address their
Just grievances and from him that they are entitled to ask redress, And as far
as possible, the Senators and Representatives from the different States and
Congressional Districts ought to be made aware of the views of thelr constituents,
in the hope that they will support these views in direct representations to the
Presidente

We have asked you accordingly to give voice to the shock and the protest which
you feel at the equivocal part played by our Government in the Palestine tragedy.
Despite previous indications from many parts of the country of a growing desire
for this sort of campaign, we had hoped that it would prove unnecessary; now,
however, it is clear that no further time can De lost., We hope that all Zionist
groups, members of the Jewish community, and Christian friends of Zionism, will
make known their views by letters and vires to the Fresident and by contact with
their local Senators and Congressmen.

In your letters and telegrams you should stress, in words of your own choosings:
(1) your shock at seeing the “merican %?mment vhich took so glorious a part
in the UN decision, endanger it by its passive toleration of current efforts to
undo that decision; (2) your inability to comprehend this change in attitude;
end (3) your hope that the Government will adopt speedy measures for the supply
of arms to enable the Yishuv to defend itself as well gs the UN decision and to
speed up the dispatch to Palestine of an international force.
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FOR RELEASE: TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 1948

THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

INVITES YOUR ATTENTION TO A EECENT

COUNCIL AND LORD INVERCEAPEL, BRITISH AMBASSADOR

TO THE UNITED STATES
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TELEGRAM OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

January B, 1948

His Excelleney British Anbassador
Washington, D, C.

On behalf of the entire Zionist movement in the United States, we feel con—
strained to express our profound shock at the behavior of British Administration
in Palestines Having insisted on sole administrative control of the Holy Land
and on retention of scle responsibility for law and order until the temination
of the mandate, Great Britain has adopted a stand of quasi neutrality towards
riots and disorders mow teking place, We say "gquasi neutrality” because we are
in possession of telling facts regarding cases where British military and police,
while suppressing, disamming, and imprisoning Jewish defence forces, tolerate
and actually abet terrorist attacks of Arad bonds.

Arms which have been confiscated from Jewish defenders by British forces
have been subsequently found in possession of Arab aggressors., Hundredthousand
troops are allegedly izcapable of keeping free the fortymile highway between
Jerusalem and the éaat. The Jewish guarter of the city of Safad is under block-
ade or Areb bands unmolested by British police, While hanting for Jewish refugees
whose entry Britain barred notwithstanding the United Nations recommendation,
armed Arab bandits from Syria are permitted to enter Falestine, 3Blockade of
short road comnecting the center of Jeruszlam with the Hebrew University and
Hadassah Hospitel is pemmitted, thus isolating principal culturel and medical
institutions in Palestine.

Most shocking, the old City of Jerusalem with holy places of three religions
has been ylelded by government forces to Arabs blockading the area and threatening
the magsacre of 1800 Jews living there. This is not even abdication of govern-
mental powers for, while remaining inactive in the face of Arab aggression, large
British forces busily prevent the besieged Jewish pepulation from effectively end

openly defending itself,
(more)
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Having declared its acceptance of United Nations verdiet, Britain now helps
those who attempt to sabotage this verdict, who were first to attack, and against
whon Jews must defond themsclves, We wish to register our emphatic protest against
this attitude and our conviction that in the circumstances Great Britzin is re-
sponsible for continuing disorders in the Holy Land and for emy loss of life of
the Jewish population in the oid City of Jerusalem and the rest qf Palestine
between the present time end the trensfer of antliority te the United Nations,

We pledge curseives not only to gi_ya‘ aver; acsistance %o Palestine Jewry,
but also to fight British comnivance with Arsb sgeressors in Palestines In all
Justice your government shonld either leave Falestine térthﬁth or decently fulfill
its responsibilities.

Americen Zionist Emergency Council

ITeracl Goldstein,
Acting Cheirman



2) ik
TLETTER OF THY BRITISH AVBASSADOR

January 12, 1948
ERITISE EMBASSY
Washington 8, Ds Cs
12th Jenuary 1948

Israel Goldstein, Esq.
Acting Chairman
American Zionist Emergency Cowmeil
New York, Na T»
Dear Mr, Goldsteint

I write to acknowledge the receiyt oY your telegram about Pzlestine which I
shall transmit to my Goverament,

I feel sure that npon reflexion you will not be surnriscd when I tell you that
I cannot aecept the implication in your remavks that the Palestine administration
has been favouring the Arats at the exvense of the Jews, or the statement that
they are tolerating and actually sbotbinz terrorist atiscks by Ared bendse It ie
not surprising that in some cases Jews hayo heen pravinted from taking the law inte
their own hends, as this can only iuercase the coufusion, but you make no mention
of the fact that large quantitiss 9f amms Lave also becn seized from Arsbs or that
a nunber of Arabs have been arreated for the szme reason. You must yourself know
that there are not 10,000 troops availsablo for keeping free the road from
Jerusalem to the ecast, This rosd iz mow ¥easonsbly oren and is coverod by
mobile patrols, There is alsg & bubttalion statlon~d in the Ramlch-Lydda areae
A eonsiderable number of the troops in Talestine which do not; I believe, emount
to 100,000 in all, nre enztged in adninistrative dutiecs and they 2re morcover
new making the neceseary dispositions for withdrawals, To prevent incidents sl-
together it would veiry provadly be ncecssary to put the whole country under martial
low and it is not, I presume, suggested that this should be donc, in view of the
dislocation which would result, not {o spoak of the dolay which would be caused
to the plans for withdrawai,

As you must be well aware, British and Aradb police have beon vithdrawn from

the Tel -Aviv » Potah Tilivah area and they have beea roplaced by e Jewish civil
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guards In Jerusalem, Haifa and elsewhere the Jewlish Agency has, at the Suggestion
of the Adrinistration, appointed liaison officers with the police. It has been
made clear to the Jewish Azency that the Hagansh will not be obstructed so long es
it acts in a purely defonsive role. While it seems to be true that the Arabs were
the first to attack, it would have been a greater contribution to the restoration
of order if the Hagansh -- and other groups -- had in fact confined themselves to
defence., They have not done so and as a result of indiscriminate reprisals in
certain cases they must bear a considercble share of the blame for the continuance
of disoxder, Incidents such as that at the Semiramis Hotel camnot but render more
difficult the task of the Administration in restraininz Arab attacks and bringing
them to an end, :

In spite of the dissatisfaction which you express, it is quite clear that but
for the efforts of the security forces, vhose casualties since the United Nations
decision have been 23 killed and 85 wounded, both communities would by now have
been fully engaged in intemecine slanghter, If the situation is to retum to
normal it is necessary for both comaunities - that which has on the whole seen
its hopes realised in the United Nations as well as that which has not -— %o
exercise restraint. In a situation which was bound to be very difficult the
administration 1s trj¥ng to fulfil its responsibilities, but the co-opeiation
which 4t is receiving from the two communities in Talestine has fallen ¥ar snort
of what it has the right to expect. Although I understand the anxiety which you
eand all who are concerned about the future of Falestine fecl conceming the present
situation and while I have no wish to condone Arad attacks or to underestimate the
suffering which they have caused, I do believe that conald.eration nust be given to
the difficulties which face the Administration in Falestine. The termination of
the Mandate and the withdrawal of troops would present very considerable problems
even if absolute quiet prevailed, and every diversion of the Adnministration's
efforts caused by the present disturbances cannot but hinder the rapid completion

of its task.
Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Inverchapel
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REFLY OF AMERICAN ZIONIST IMERGEICY COWCIL

January 19, 1248
Eis Excellency
The British Ambassador
British Embassy
Washington, Ds Cs
Dear Mr, Ambassedor:

I begz to acknowledge receipt eof your letiter of Jamary 12th in reply to my
telegram of January 8th, and I am grateful for your assurance that you will
transmit that telegram to your Govemment.

I appreciate your statement that you do not wish to condones the Arab attacks
and your apparent acceptance of the fact that the Arabs were first to attack, I
also fully understend the reasons which made you put forth every argument that
could conceivably be cited in Justification of the attitnde of the British anthori-
tics in Palestine, At the came time, I must 2gain point to the facts set out in
my telegrem to you of January 8th, most of which wore not touched upon in your
reply. These facts are incontrovertible and do mot lecave much room for doubt es
to the role played by British officials in Talcstine.

As to the points made in your letbar, I cannet egree that to maintein publie
cerder it would have been necessary to put the vhole country under martizl law,

It would guite suffice if the very well imown centers from which the attacks are
launched were placcd undor curfew, their stores of arms seized, and the well lmown
instigators of the attacks arresteds I rogret to sar that neither infowmation

from Jewish sources nor that appearing in the general press indicates that anything
of the kind was done.

Nor can I agree with your statement thot large quantities of arms have been
seized from Arabs, On thc contrary, all inforuation couing from Palestine confimms
the fact that, even in those cases where British fcrees do intervene, Arab

attaclkers are almost invariably pemitted to rctreat unmelestod in full possession



of their amms,

You explain that "to prevent incidents altogether" would cause delay in the
plans for withdrawal. I do not quite see how this fear explains the fact that
forces are available to hunt for "illegal" Jewish imnigrants into the countiy tut
are not gvailable to stop the continuons penetraiien ints Palestine of armed bands
end ammunition from Eyria, the Lebanon and Egypt, Nor can this fear explain why
British security forces, when present on the scene of Arab attacks during the first
stage of the present disorders, did nob taoke suitable action agaiast the rioters
but stood passively by == as happened in neny woll=authenticated instances w-
thereby encouraging the Arebs to believe that the zitacks unon the Jews are not
unwelcome to British officiale in the country. Nor does it explain why forces
cannnt be found to disarm znd arreost Arab foimations which avowedly leal the attack,
but are found for the purposs of &ieaming and arresting Jewlsh formations cngaged
in defense and occasionszl counter-attack,

I do not quite see how tha Arab population conld poscibly be expected to
regard this attitude of the Britidh aathorities 2s &an invitation to exereisc
restrainte Nor do I sce bhow 1t is posgli@el 2, in the circmstances, to chido the
Hagenah for not rerzaini;ng strictly on the defensives IT the Haganah werc fio follow
your adviee, with the Britich Administration mointaiainz i%s present attitude, it
would only mesn that the Arab rietersiwould.soor ve ir control of most of the
country, Jjust as, with the tacit pcmission of the British authorities, they are
now in control of the 0ld City of Jernsalem,

You will forgive me for tolling you that o growing scement of public opinion
is unable to explain the British attitude on any other grounds than that the
British have deliberatcly embarked uvon o policy of bencvolent toleration towards
the Arab riots in the beginnine in order to enccurazd their growth; rnd that now,
with the riots having assumcd najor proportions, British forces become somevhat

more active in combatting them in thelopc thet this would lead to a request by
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the United Nations or by the Jews themselves fer continued British occupation

of Palestines
I share your expressed desire that the distuvrbances now taking place in

the Holy Land be ended, and I cannot tnt repeat ny profound conviction that had
the British suthorities not adopted an sttitude of toleration in some cases and
encouragement in others towards ths rioting Arabs, the disorders would never have
assumed thelr present scope. 4 great many Jewlish and Arab lives as well as the

lives of a grest many mcmbors of the British security forces who fell victims to

this most nnfortmia.ppl_icy wonld heve beem tparede

Yours cincerely,

man

(Signed) Israel Goldstein
American Zionist Emergency Council



“AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

g Chaimmen of Local Emergency Committees Date January 12, 1948

From ,v. Tuvin

Enclosed you will find the following two items:

1. Btatement issued by the Jewish Agency for Palestine with reference to the
munitions seized by U, S. Govornnent agencics.

2¢ A form letter embodying important jé’l'emants in the Zionist position with refer-
ence to the Pala‘atine situaticn,.

We urge you to arrange for the widest possidle dlseemination of this information.
There have been many news stories and radio Brosdcosis which have distorted and
often misrcpresented the facts as we Jmow them, We must get our case before the

people.

With refcrence to the statement by the Jowish Agency, it should bo made perfectly
clear that tho J.gcmq plared no part whstsoever in tho incident in which cases

of explosives vere seized aboard a ship which was to sall for Palecstince The
materials which werc confiscated subscquent o this incident were purchased
legally and were subject tc gpplicatior for formal export liconse. Nothing

in the transaction was in violatien of any fedoral law or statute,

In the matter of the form letter which we are sending you, we advise very stromgly
that you do not use it in its present fom unless it is for the purpose of crient-
ing editors of your newspapers in persemal visits, If it is to be used in a
letter to the editor of your nevepsner it should be rewritten, since it would
not do to have identical letters sent W differont people in either the same

city or in neighboring cities.

We cannot urge you too strengly toract on thig dircetive at onces It is of the
utmost importance to the future of the Yishuv that the American peaople be seb
straight on the issues confronting ps.

It would be helnful if you could get outstanding Christians in your community to
issue statemonts based on the information we arc sending you,

It is also vital that this argmentation be made available to your radio common—
tators and to friendly Christian ministers who might be good cnough to preach on

the subjects This is the time for action. Yo dopend upon you and our good
fricnds in your commuaity to carry out this dircetive with dispateh and cfficicmey.

We will look forward to roceiving ryour riport.
Kindest rogardee

AT:EB
Encs.



STATFMENT BY
JEWISH AGENCY FOR FALESTIVE

The Jevish people of Palestine are in desperate nced of amms for their
defenisos The ex-lufti of Jerusalam, who collaborated with Hitler in the
destrmction of 6,000,000 Jews in Europe, has now called the Arab world to
arms to carry on his work of massacro and extermination,

Through his connections with tho Avab League and the Arab states, the
Mufti has the facilities %o acquire ams and mmnitions for egsression and
invasion, The Jewish Ageney for Falestize lias the reeponsibilities of a
state about to be born. It must protect the lives and hemes of the 700,000
mon, women end children of Palostine, The United Nations decision made no
provision for an intornstionsl fores, but did provide for a Jewish nilitia
to defend the Jewish state and to maintain publiec security. It thorefore
devolyved upen the rosponsible deforse forcos of the Jewish comunity of
Paleshine to rush proparations in & race agginst #ime in view of the threat-
enod Arab agression in defisnce of the UsN, deeision and the announced early
withdrawal of Britishh troopss

Jdecordingly, steps were taken to arrange for the legitimete purchase of
war surplus materiel and equiprents To facilitatc these purchases, the Jewish
Agency made dollar credits availables The matetiels found near Asbury Park
on Thursday were, to the best of our kaowledge, lezally procured to awald
legitimate shipment, It has thronghoui been our understanding that a2ll such
purchiases and their transportation were in full conforuity with Americon law.

Ve are proud to give our aid to the embattloed Jews of Palestince We
trust that meteriel urgent for their defense may soon be shipped to them

legally and with God's help reach them'in time to meet thelr grave emergency.



DRAFT OF MODEL LEITER TO THE EDITOR

Pear Sir:

With tragic regularity American newspapers have been carrying daily accounts
of the strife and tension now spreading through the Holy ILands Although the cries
of the wounded and dying cannot be heard in this country, the people of the United
States ~- as, indeed, the people of 21l the nations of the world -~ should not
congider the turmoil in Palestine as a local struggle between Jews and Arabs, in
which Americansg should maintain a "handg-off" attitude. It will be recaslled that
it was not the Jews who decided on the partition of Palestine, but the United
Nations, IV should not be expected, thersfore; that the whole burden of putting
into effect the decision of the world's highcst tribunal should rest exclusively
upon the overtaxed ghoulders of the Jewish pecplc of Palestines

In recapitulating the events which led wp to the UN adoption of partition,
one must consider that it was only aftor a long end careful examination of the
UNSCOP report, fivst by tho Ad Zoc Comnittee and finally by the General Assembly,
that the United Jations firelly reached its decision to divide the Holy Land,

The mited Nationsg was completely awarc of all the difficulties involved, and was
forevarned, not once, but uany times by delegates of Arab States of their resolve
to oppose by violence any decision of the United Nations favorable to partition.

Nevertheless, it is to the etermal credit of the TN that it acted despite
these threats and in the full knowledge of all that was involved, If the United
Nations were now to be in%inidabed by Arsdb violence, by riots and demonstrations
deliberately calculated to make the world beiieve that the Ul decision 1g impogw
sible of implementation, then if{ would suffer an irrgparable loss of prestige and
authority, Its future effectiveness as the agency fto bring sbout by peaceful
means and in conformity with the principles of justice and constitutional law,
adjustment or settlement of intermational disputes or situations which might lead
to a breach of the peacel == wonld be digastrously undermineds.

The future of the Unitcd Nations will be enormously strengthened in the diffi-
cult months shead if our orn Government will live.ip to its moral and legal oblie
gations, and actively cooncrate with the Thited Wations on the gquestion of Pales—
tine. Since the last war the United States has assumed unprecedented diplomatiec
initiative and pre~eminent leadership in world affairs, Destiny has singled it out
for leadership in this century., It has boldly assumed that rele. In many parts
of the world the impact of thnt political direction is now felt, Palestine is
clearly within the orbit of those great politienl problems which America, true to
its assumed role, must face, md to vhich it must bring the ssue determined leader-
ship which has characterized its soproach to other world problems,

With reference to Palestine, onr Government nov stonds committed to the imple-
mentation of portition. The UR plan is now an integral part of ofticial American
forsizn policy, Our Government should assist the UN in cvery way possible and n
should employ all its diplomatic machinery and influence to expedite the implemen~—
tation of the Palestine solution, Delay is dangcrons, Defeat will be catastrophic.
to the future peace of the world,

I am convinced that if the partition of Falestine is to be faithfully effee-
tuated, then tlie United Iations -;ust act in a mmner that would leave no doudt as
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to0 its intent. In view of the deterioration of public security in Palestine and
the failure of the British authorities to maintuin order, it now appears thet an
intornational force — even n small one -— should accompany the United lations
Commission which has bcen delegated to carry out the actusl pertitioning of the
Holy Lands This internationsl force, although not necessarily great in numbers,
must kmow vhat it is there for. Its military deployment in the Holy Land would
be n concrete symbol of the smthority of the United Wations and scrve as a power-
ful deterrent to further violences

Certainly it is imperative that the Jews of Palestine should be given every
right to defend themselves, They have tiie maniower in the para-military organi-
zation of Haganah, but this force is Dadly in need of amms and materiels Surely
the nations of the world which voted to crente o Jowish State -~ and especially
the United States == must feel dutybound te incurc that the citizens of that

- State ars properly equipped to pmkmzﬁ themselves against tho assaults of those
who are determined to defy the will and conscience of the world's highest tribunal.

The United States holds the key to i:ha qi'buaﬂ:oh. Yoth with regard to the
formation of an imternational force and in the proper equipment of the Jewigh
militia, In ocur long history, our Government has mot hesitated to send arms and
military missions in other parts of the world to back uwp its forcign policy. It
should not hesitate nows

Sincerely yours,

1/12/48



To

From

AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COU

. N. Y.
i
MEMORANDUM
Date :
Cheimmen of Local Emergency Committees December 15, 1947
Harry L. Shapiro
CONFIDENTIAL

On Thursday, December 11, the Executive Committee of the American
Zionist Emergency Council met to consider the future of our organization,
It was unanimously agreed that the American Zionist Emergency Council should,
indeed must, continue its work for some time to eomes We are hereby informing
you of this deeision, so that you, in tum, may notify your Committee that
its operations are not to be halted or attenuasted, but are to be continued
until the UN decision has been translated into reality ~— wntil the Jowish
State has been fimly and seecuroly cstablished,

In anslyzing our great political victory in the United Nations and in
reviewing the prosent situastion, Dr, Silvor made 2 number of observations
at the Executive Committee meoting which will wungucsticonably be of interest
to you, Vhilo discussing the factors which brought about the Jowish Btate
decision, Dr, Silver stated that this achicvement is directly traccable to
the work carried on in this country over the past ycars by the American
Zionist Emergency Council and its Local Emergency Committees, It is now
erystal clear that the UN decision would not have been taken but for the
position which the American Government took, Dr. Silver said, and added
that this U,S, stand was, in turn, a direct result of the organized acti-
vitics of the Zionists of America. Our work throughout America ~— in
building public opinien, in canalizing this mase sentiment towards Washington,
in Bringing 1t inteo play aquickly and effectively — finally produced the
historic American stand in the United Nations, which won the day for our
cCauso,.

Dr, Silver made theso observations for the record because we have just
closed an historic chapter and he folt that tho Zionists of America should
have a sense of deep satisfaction in the kmowledge that thoeir labors have
proved decisive in the achievement of our victory,

With regard to our future work, Dr. Silver pointed out that while the
Jewish State has been decreed by the United Nations, it has not yeot been
esteblisheds Officially the Jewish State is to cone into existence on
October 1, 1948, The coming teon months will be highly critical, for the
Arab lecadors of Paleetine and the neighboring countries remain unreconeciled
to the UN decision and will continuc to fight that decision with every weapon
available to thems They are today engeged in an enormoue propagenda campaign
designed to fill the world press with such sonsestional reports of their op-
position to the W plen es to create the impression that tho plan is unworkable,
They also hope to institute as much physical violence as is possible in order
to porsuade world opinion that the work of the UN Commisgion is doomed to
failure and that the whole subject should, therefore, be reconsidered by
the N, In bricf, we are now confrontod with an organized attempt to sabotage
tho decision of the nations of tho world.



In view of all this, American public opinion and the attitude taken
during the coming months by our Govermment will be of parsmount import-
ance, We shonld not teke it for granted that because the Amorican
Government finally took its fine stand in support of the Jewish State,
those forces in our country which have taken a persistently negative
attitude towards our causc will now become silent and inactive, While
wo fervently hope that the declared U,S. policy will now be carried
forward with forthrightness and vigor, we must remein on the alert
lost unfriendly individuals in and out of the Govornmont attempt to
rovert to their old techniques of undermining our position.

We see, then, that therc may yet be a great task shead of use
In any case, the immediatc task is obvious, Wo must continue to win
friends for the Jowish State and combat all of tho current efforts to
dostroy the N decision.

May wo suggest that the following steops be taken in your community
at onces

1, If your local nowspapers, in tholr headline trecatmont of the
current disturbencos in Palcstine, tend to exaggercte tho seriousness
of the situation and to croate the improssion that "the Ared world is
in flames", propor approaches should be mado to the editors, so that
their headlines will accurately reflect the facts in the dispatches,

2, If you have not already written letters of thanks %o those in
your community who have been helpful during the past critical months =
and whose help we may need in the future -~ please do so,

e If therc are individmals in your city who have connections with
member countries of the United Nations, pleese send us tholr nmmcse

Please convey the gontents of this memorandum to your Committee
and continue to koep us posted on your astivities,

Baga.rd.h

ELS:MSR
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date January 2, 1948
Harry L, Shapire

Under separate epver wo have sent you a number of speeches made at the recent
dinner in tribute te Dr, Abba Hillel Silver on the eve of his departure for
Falestine,

Please study the significant address of Dr, Silver carefully as it contains the
basic elements of our present policys Also convey ite contents to the members
of your committee so that they may ba provided with en appraisal of the current
gituation.

4 - - - - -

Testerday the New Yark Times published & story from London, vhich is the be-
ginning of a new gmear campaizsn by the officlals of the British Foreign Office
sgainst Zionism, The purpocs of the Times story was to give the impression
that Communict agente are arriving in Palestine on Jewish refugee ships coming
from Bastemn ports of debarkation. Attached is a statement issued by Dr, Isracl
Goldstein, Acting Chairman of the American Zionist Fmergency Counciles Should
any item appear in ysur local press which is similar to the Times dispateh
described above, please utilize the attached as an ansver, Ve will very sghortly
send you a memarandum which will analyze this nmew British propaganda campaigne
It is essential that we keep on the alert to expose any new move which the
British, the Arabs, or seme subordinate officials of our State Department may
make to sabotage the implementation of the N decision on Palestines

I am departing en a leave of ebsence of several monthss Mr., Abe Tuvim will
oocupy my positien during this interval, I sincerely hope that you will give
him the same splendid cooperation that yeu have accorded me.

Eindest regards,.

HELS:RB
lnﬁ.



STATEMENT BY DR ISREAEL GOLDSTEIN
ACTING CEAIRMAN OF THS AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
JANUART 1, 1948

The dispatch in this momming's New York Times quoting un-nemed British sources
as charging that homeless Jews, now en route to Palestine aboard the refugee ships
Pan York and Pan Crescent, are Commurdst "fifth column" agents is the latest examplo
of the British smear campaign against Jewish refugees and the Zionist movement.

It is a metter of deep regret that a great dmerican newspaper like the New York
Timcs should thus lemd iteelf to the eirculation and promincnt display of deliber-
ate fabrications emenating frem British propagandists whose desims are all too
transparente No doubt the authers of this latest cemard —- Mr, Bevin's associates
in the British Foreign 0ffico — hepe to frighten pudblic opinion by linking the
Zionist movement with Comsuniems This now verietion on an ancient and discordent
theme is strange, indeed, conming as it does from individuals who, only o few wecks
2go, were threetening that aid to the Jewish cause will drive the Arabs into
Russia's amse Now that this line has boen discredited by the United Nations
decision on Palestine, which was the result of the hermonious ecoopcration of

the United States and the Soviet Union, these same mischief-makers have set out

to insinuate that Jewlsh reofugecs desperately seecking to enter their homeland ~-
and still berred by British armod force »~ are serving Communist interests, I am
confident thet these latost British propaganda manouvers agninst Zionism will fail
2s misorably as did the carlier epes, and that public ovinion will not be influenced
by such planted storice, which are as heartless as they are falso,

Zioniem, necedless to say, serves as the agent of no forelgn power. It is
nothing more or less than the Jewlsh peoplae's sgent for entc-emancipations
This cause has furthemore won the support of American opinion generally, md
the roster of devoted and unequivocal Chpistian frionde of Zionism includes
the names of tho foremost -~ leaders of our country + Republicans nnd Democrats
elike. We are, of courso, heppy that both the BEast and the West could come
together in evolving a Joint solution to the Pmlestine question, This is cause
for gonerel gratification and was halled by leaders of the U, S, Government as
one of the few happy auguries for the future of the United Nations. Now British
agents are sceking to destroy the UN decision on Palestine by throwing the entire
issue into the arena of big power strife and antagonism, Once again I am confidemt
that they will not succeed.

As for the misersble men, women and children aboard those two refugee ships ——
their only "politicel" affiliation is thelr membership in the various Zionist
parties and organizations, none of which is Communist or remotely associated
with the Soviet Union, It should be added, in passing, that the aforementioned
dispatch distorts alsc the matter of the recently-announced resignation of
Moshe Snch from the Jewish Agency Exceutive ~~ a development which had nothing
wvhatever to do with the selection of Jewish roefugees for emigration to Palestine,
as was alleged,
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From

MEMORANDUM

Date
Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees . January 7, 1948

Abe Tuvim

The attached is the first of a series of memoranda designed to orient you and
your constituency with subjects which are in the news and on the radio as an
outzrowth of the situation in ralestine,

This first memorandum deals with att s which are being made by Arab and
British sources; abetted by anﬂ.-Ziunﬁ. “elenents in our own State Department,
to create and spread a Russian "bogey" with relation to the Palectine problem.

Items have already appeared in tho nmcra notably the New Yox: Times,
quoting sc-called anthoritative British sources as charging that zrest numbers
of displaced *ptrauu from eastern Europe seeking to enter Palectine are "Red
fifth columnists,"

We con expect more of these distortions to sppear in the press and to be
heard on the radlo and from the lecture platfomm,

The memorandum will arm you with an effeective rebuttal. It should be used as
source material in interviews with editors, letters to the newspapers, and
should be made available to the radio commentators in your citye

We are dealing with foes who, in their desperate attempt to do sway with the
UN decision to partition Falestine and oreste o Jewish Btate, seemingly will
stop at nothing to impugn the motives of the Zionist cause.

We must be on the alert if we are to render ineffective these machinationse

Please keep us informed,
Xindest regards,

AT:HB
hc.



MEMORANDUM
BRITISE-ARAB INSINUATIONS ON JEWISH IMMIGRATION FROM EASTEEN EUROPE

e d Semitic Tric

The Jewish immigrants aboard the two ships "Pan Crescent" and "Pan York"
have been accused of being "Fifth Columnists” of Soviet Russias Anti-Semites,
political as well as soclal, have never been too discrimineting in the accusa~
tions they level against Jews. It is an 0ld trick to accuese Jews at one and
the same time of beinz intermational financlers seeking capitalistic domination
of the world and international Bolshevists striving to destroy the capitalistic
world,

It is most regrettable that the Labor Government of Britain, in its
determination to obstruct the decision on Palestine has doscended to the use
of these tactics, Only a year ago, somc British membors of the Anglo-American
Committee of Inquiry on Palestine described the Jows in Palestine and in the
D,P, camps of Europe as being excessively nationalist almost to the point of
fascisms Now, British "spokesmen" want us to bolieve that the Jows intend to
become the spearhead of Communism in the Middlo Basts

The Communist Threat: TFiret Version Goes Bemkrupt

Only a few months ago assiduous circulation was being given to the story
that if the U.N. approved the partition of Palestine, the Arab States would
ally themselves with the Soviet Urion. Desplie the ebsurdity of the idea
that the feudal potentates of the Middle Easv would under amy circumstances
forego the economic aslvantage of an alliasce with Aacrice aad wounld welcome
Soviet influence in their Iands, itkis tale Fwmmd crefenie ia vory rospectoble
political circles. Britisk as woil as Aral propaganda eircies piayed this
card for all it was werth Jp to theé very moment wher S¢viet Russia axnounced
its supvort of the UNECQP pajsoriiy plan. The grouni then disappeared from
under their feet. Nut even the most nalve could any lunger believe in the
possibility of an Arad-Soviet alliance; 4 quick swlich-over to a new line
of propegenda was urgently required, and tho new version of the Communist
threat was born,

The Communist Threat: New Version

Not much time wns lost before this new version was launched, While the
U.N. Assembly was still in session, on November 28, 1947, Dr, Fadhil Jamali,




the Iragi representative, incorporated in his spesch the following clear hint
of the new linet "...The immigrants coming into Falestine » the origins of
many of whem are not known - carry the seeds of many a subversive movement
to the Neay Bast,"

Mr, Oamille Chamoun, the Lebanese representative, wes not satisfied with
a mere hing, He stated in the U.N. that "many of the Jewlsh immizrants now
assembling 4n Black Sea ports for transit to Palestine were Communist agents
bent on stirring up Near East trouble for the benofit of the Russiansg,”
(¥.Ys Times, November 25, 1947)

Immediately efter the United Nations Assembly passed the Partition Plan,
pro-Arab ciycles in Washington improved on Mr, Janali and Mr, Chemoun by
spreading a variant of the storys According to them, disorders in the Middle
East, as a result of Arab resistance to the implomentetion of Palestine parti-
tion, will provide tho Kremlin with the long-aweited opportunity to move the
Red Amy into the Middle East,.

Vewspaper items bogan appearing, quoting wnnamed officials, which gave
further currency to the two variants, According to gome press items, Communists
were to infiltrate Palestine under tho guise of Jowleh refugees; according to
others, the Seviet hope lay mainly in sending Russiian troops to Palestine
following a prolonged period of disorders. Even individual members of Congress
began repeating this tale.

Then eame what, up to the time of writing, constitutes the elimax of this
carefully workod-out propaganda ccapaign, In 4ts issue of January lst, 1948,
the Hew York Times published e unsigned front-page dispatch from London under
the title "Red 'Fifth Column' for Palestine Feared as Ships Near Holy Land,"
in which en unnamed British "authoritative source" is gueted as stating that
the two Jewigh immigrant ships, Pen Crescent and Fan York, "are full of poten—
tial 'Hfth Uolwmlsta'".u And next dw, the _!’_;__n' Ygﬁ\'. Timeg rapor‘hed. the
¥ashington eeho to the London insinuations, "Weshington Officials Uoncerned®
was the title of a report that "Govermment officials are perturbed by London
fears that mony of the persons on board the Pan Croscent and Pan York are actual
and potontial fifth columnists." Another doy fellowed, and Parker La Moore
writing undey & Paris dateline on the authority of anonymeus "foreign diplomats”,
spread the same story on the peges of the Bcripps-Howard press.

The picture is new complete, The Arab League in Ceiro, the Forelgn Office
in London and the anti-Zionist circles in Washington are solidly united in their
efforts to sabotage the United Nations decision on Palestine, Having failed to
achieve thelr eins in a direct way, they now employ smear tactiecs and insinua-
tions in srder to influence public opinion.

A faetunl analysis of the two main versions whieh are now making the rounds
would establish boyond doubt that they have as little substance as the vrevious
threat of an Arab-Cemnunist tie-up,
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Ig There a r of Soviet Invasion of Palestine?

The partition of Palestine is a United Nations decision and responsibility,
If disorders spread in Palestine, it will be up to the United Nations to evolve
the methods for securing there peace and order, Only an army or a militia
organized or approved by the U.,N, ecould move into Palestine without causing a
world conflict, Ae long as the United Nations dons not shirk its responsibilities,
there is no need to fear that any single Power would intervene in Palestines
The alamists ring, therefore, the wrong bell when they visualize a Soviet
occupation of Palestine because of present disorders. It is not the Soviets
who have caused these disorders, The responsibility for them has been openly
assumed by the Arab Higher Committee under the lecadership of the ex~Mufti of
Jerusalem; they are publicly abetted hy the govornments of the Arab Statess
and they are beimg clearly encouraged bty certein elcients in the British govemn~
ment and officialdom which still hope to heve the United Nations decision set
BB’.&-B.

Fifth Columnists or onist Im 1

Eastern Europe is undergoing a transformation which brings it nearer to
forms of 1ife characteristic of the Soviot Union, It is againet this background
that one has to see the position of thc remnants of the Jews in Rumania, Poland,
end other Bastern European countries who have survived the Hitler extemination.
The ¢ountrics of Bastorn Europe which now lie in tha Sovict orbit or have become
incorporated in the Soviat State = Poland, Rumania, Bulgarie, Latvia, Lithuenia =~
were the main centers of the Zioniet mass movement beforc the ware The indescrid-
able sufferings inflicted on East European Jewry during the war could have only
intensified their Zionist beliefs and feclings, Thosc Jows remeining in these
countries who wish to live under the new regimes are content to rcmain there.

But most of the Jews surviving in BEastern Burove, just as thosc in the DeF.
camps of Central Burcpe, look forward to escape to Palestine where they would
live in a national state of their own,

To describe these confitmed Zionists as "Fifth Columnists" of Communiem or
of any other world force is utter nonsense,

The One True Interpretation

Dospite tho fantastic cheracter of tho charzes, there is nothing surprising
about theme Those eircles which spread the story of the Jewish immigrants now
entering Palestine being Communist agents, propagate the even more obvieus
falry-tale that the cntire Jowish community in Palestine is cormuniste Quite
recently, Dre Charles Malik, the Lebanese Minister to the United States, stated
in a debate on the radio that there are 600,000 communists in Palestine, meaning
elmost the entire Jewlsh population of Palostine,

Even if one makes allowances for Dr, Malik's bittor partisanship and
oriental imagination, one is struck by the brazenness of this statements The
Communist Party in Palestine is of infinitesimal size. It has no power and no
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influence either in the political or in the economic life of the country. Both
in the Jewish Agency, representing the World Zionist Organization, and in the
Vaad Leumi, the elected representation of Palestine Jewry, the Communists do

not have cven one scat. Anyone even slightly acquainted with Palestine realities
knows that if a Jewlsh State werc today in existence, its Government would be
eithor prodominantly Labor (patternod along the Yines of the British Labor Party),
or a coalition of Labor, General Zi.onistsn?repreeemting the capitalist and middloe
clesses in Jowry) and Mizrachi (the religious wing in Zionism) - the same coall-
tion which governs today the World Zionist Organization. The spirit of Palestine
Jewry is, morcover, ono of constructive effort in the field of economic and
social unbuilding and not cne of political revolution.

Immigretion of more and more and more _J_ws into Palcstine is the one aim
which unites the Jews in Palestine and in » This is the only true inter-
pretation of the "Pan Crescent” end "Pan York", as of the many ships carrying
Jews to thelr land that preceded these two enﬁ of the many more ships which will
follow in their weke in tho coming months end years. -

The Refugces Aboard Pan Creoscent and York

Direct reports from Bucharest describe the plight of the Pan Crescent and
Pan York immigrants prior to their sailing., Most of these immigrants Dclonged
to the middle class, to whom the Sovietization of Fumonie means the end of their
fapiliar system of private enterprise, Consequently, if these middle class Jews
previously wanted to go to Palestine, they have now become frantic in their ef-
forts to leave Rumania in good time, when thoy can still liquidate their posses—
sions and tzke with them some of their worldly goods. In addition, the Jews of
Bumanies are awere of the tendency in Sovict-controlled territory to prohibit any
and all emigration. They fear the cxtension of this ban to themselves ond are
anxious to leave before this has taken places Ineidentally, the twolve thousand
Jews thet sailed on the two ships mmd regnrdinz whom the hue and cry of "Fifth
Columists" has been raised, were sclected by the local Zionist groups among
the hundreds of thousands aweiting their tum, and those were chosen whose
devotion to the Zionist cause or whose personal hardship entitled them to zo0
first. It is really shamoful thet the American press, which justly prides
iteelf on its truthfulness and thoroughness, instead of sending ropresentatives
to verify for themselves the character of Jewish immigrants to Palestinc repecats
a slanderous whispering campaign initiated by parties with clearly hostile
intentionse

January, 1948



AMERICAN nbm?r EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

/ i MEMORANDUM

L]

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date January 8, 1948

From Abe Tuvim

The attached release is the second in our sevies of subjects aimed to bring
you up to date on our pudblic relations campnign to elarify numerous issues
which have arisen as a result of the Palestine situations

This one deals with British acts in Pelestine since the decision by the
United Nations to establish a Jewish State in part of that countiy.

The actions of the British military and eivil govemments have been clearly
malicious, There is no doubt that every effort is being made to place
obstacles in the path of not only the UN Commission, but of the Yishuv it-
self in ites attempts to defend our people and their future.

It is a vital necessity that the material contained in the relesse is made
avallable to editors and newsmen of your press and radlo commentators, All
of the charges are substantiated by eye-wlitnesses and by responsible leaders
of the Yishuve.

Bo%h the British and Arab propagands offices have sproad stories seeking to
blame the Jewish commmity -=nd Hagansh fer what is happening in Palestine
today. Every effort should be made in eur communities not only to coumteract
this propaganda but also to lay a foundation for a friendly and helpful
epproach to our problem by those who make public epinioen.

Please keep us informed,

Regards,

ATYEB
Bne,
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PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
Associated Organziations
Zionist Organization of America » Hadassah ¢ Mizrachi Organization of America » Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion
United Zionists-Revisionists of America « Hashomer Hatzair « Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party)
342 Madison Avenue * New York 17, N. Y. = MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AMERICAN ZIONIST LEADER ACCUS®S BRITISH OF MAINTAINING
NQUAST WEUTRALITY" IN ZALESTINE
DR, ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN CHARGES THAT "BRITISH ACTUALLY ABET
TERRORIST ATTACES OF ARAB BANDS" WHILE
TDISARITNG AND IMFRISONING JEWISE DEYENSE FORCES"

New York, January 7 —- In & wire of protest to Lord Inverchapel, British
Ambagsador to the United States, Dr, lsrael Goldsteln, acting chaiman of the
Americen Zionist Emergency Cotmcil which speaks for ell Zionist bodies in the
United States, todsy charged that Great Britain "hes adopted a stend of guasi
neutrality towards riots ané disorders now talking place in Palestine,”

"o say 'quasi neutrelity' because we are in possession of telling facts
regarding cases where British military and police, while suppressing, disaming,
and imprisoning Jewish defenee forces, tolerate-and actually ebet terrorist
attacks of Arad bands," Dr, Goldsteln chargeds

The Zionist leader cited meny instances where the British mandatory "pre-
vented the besieged Jewish population from effectively and openly defending
itrelfe" Ee pointed out that various sectors of Falestine, inclnding whole fowns
and villages, were under "blockade of Arad bands unmelested by British police."

Dre Goldstein alsc cherged that "ams which have been confisecated from Jewish
defenders by British forces have been subsequently found in possession of Arad
aggressors.”

(more)
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The full text of Dr, Goldstein's wire follows:

HIS EXCELLENCY BRITISH AMBASSAIOR
WASEIRGTON, D, C,

OF BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE ZICNIST MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES, WE FEEL CON-
STRAINED TO EXPRESS OUR PROFOUND SHOCK AT THE BEHAVIOR OF BRITISH ATMINISTRATION
IN PALESTINE, HAVING INSISTED OF SOLE ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL OF THE EOLY LAND
AND OF BETENTION OF SOLE RESPONSIBILITY FOR LAW AND ORDER UNTIL THE TERMINATION
OF THE MANDATE, GREAT BRITAIY HAS ADOFTED A STAND OF QUASI NEUTRALITY TOWAEDS
RIOTS AND DISORDERS NOW TARKING FLACE, WE SAY "QUASI NEUTRALITY" BECASE WE ARB
IN POSSESSICN OF TELLING FACTS REGARDING OASES WHERE BRITISH MILIT.RY AND POLICE,
WEILE SUPPHESSING, DISARMING, AND IMPRISCNING JEWISH DEFENCE FORCES, TOLERATE
AND ACTUALLY ABET TERRORTST ATTACKS OF ARAB BANDS, ARMS WEICHE EAVE EEEN COF-
FISCATED FROM JEWISH DEFRYDERS BY BRITISE FORCES EAVE BEEN SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND

IN POSSESSION OF ARAB AGGRESSORS, HUNDREDTHOUSAND TROOT'S ARE ALLEGFDLY INCAFABLE
OF XEEPING FREE THE FORTYMILE HIGHWAY BETWEEN JERUSAEM AND THE COAST. THE
JEVISE QUARTER OF THE CITY OF SAFAD IS UNDER BLOCKADE OF ARAB BANDS UNMOLESTED
BY BRITISH POLICE. “HILE HUNTING FOR JEWISE REFUGEES WHOSE ENTRY SRITAIN BARRED
NOTWITHSTANDING THE UNITED NATIGHS RECQIMENDATION, ARMED ARAR BASDITS FFOM SYRIA
ARE PERMITTED TO ENTER FALESTINE. BLOCKADE OF SHORT ROAD CONNECTING THE CENTER
OF JERUSALEM WITH THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY AND HADASSAH HOSPITAL IS FER{ITTED, THUS
ISOLATING PRINCIFAL CULTURAL AND MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS IN JALESTINEs NOST SHOCK-
ING, TEE OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM WITH HOLY FLACES OF THREE RELIGIONS HAS BEEN
YIELDED BY GOVERVMENT FOHCES TO ARABS BLCCEKADING THE AREA AND THREATENING THE
MASSACRE OF 1800 JEWS LIVING THERE, THIS IS YOT EVEN ABDICATION OF GOVERNMENTAL
POWERS FOR, WHILE REMAINING INACTIVE IN THE FACE OF ARAB AGGRESSION, LARGE
BRITISH FORCES BUSILY PREVENT THE BESIEGED JEWISH POPULATION FROI{ EFFECTIVELY
AND OFENLY DEFENDING ITSELF,

HAVING DECLARED ITS ACCEITANCE OF UNITED NATIONS VERDICT, BRITAIN NOW HELIS
THOSE YHO ATTEMFT TO SABOTAGE THIS VERDICT, WHO WERE FIRST TO ATTACK, AND

(more) |
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AGAINBT WHCM JEWS MUST DEFEND THEMSELVES, WE WISH 70 EESGISTER OUR EMFHATIC
PROTEST AGAINST THIS ATTITUDE AND OUR CONVICTION THAT IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES GREAT
BRITAIN IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTINUING DISOZDERS IN THE HOLY LAND AND FOZ ANY 10SS
OFLMO-FTEMSHPOPUIAT;OH IN THE OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM AND THE REST OF

PALESTINE BETWEEN THE PRESENT TIME AND THAE TRANSFER OF ANTHORITY TO THE UNITED
FATIONS.

"WE FLEDGE CURSELVES NOT ONLY TO GIVE EVERY ASSTSTANCE TO PALESTINE JEWRY, BUT

ALSO 20 FIGHT BRITISHE CONFIVAFCE WITH ARAS AG4x¥SSORS IN PALESTINE, IN AL
JUSTICE YCUR GOVERIMENT SHOULD EITHER LEAVE IALESTINE FORTHVITE OR DBCINTEY FULFILL
ITS RESPONSIBILITIES. | '

ANTRICAF ZIONTST EMERSENCY COUNCIL

#2302 - 1/7/48



Ameriesm Zionist FEmerszency Council
342 Madison Aveme, New York 17, W, Y.

COPY OF TELEGRAM SENT TO CEATRMEN OF LOCAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEES
OCTOBER 11, 1947

YOU PROBABLY ZNOW THAT U.S. GOVERNMENT TODAY SUPPORTED UNSCOP MAJORITY EEPORT
IN UNe WEILE WE ARE, OF COURSE, GRATIFIED OVER THIS DEVELOFPMENT WE ARE AT SAME
TIME DEEPLY CONSCIOUS OF FACT THAT THERE IS IONG ROAD STILL AHEAD BEFORE WE
ATTAIN OUR LEGITIMATE RIGHTS. NEVERTHELESS YOU AND YOUR COMMITTEE HAVE m[mr
RIGET TO TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR EFFORTS OF PAST WEEKS WITHOUT WHICE THIS SIGNIFICANT
EVENT COULDN'T HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED, OFFICIAL REACTION OF OUR MOVEMENT TO U.S.
STATEMENT IS BEING RELEASED BY EMERGENCY COUNCIL AND THE JEWISH AGENCY TONIGHT
AND IS BEING SENT TO YOU. FLEASE AVOID MAKING ANY STATEMENT TO PRESS, REFER
THOSE WEO REQUEST COMMENT TO TEXT OF EMERGENCY COUNCIL'S STATEMENT. YOUR CON-
MITTES SHOULD NOW DISCONTINUE ITS LETTER AND WIRE CAMPAIGN DIRECTED AT PRESIDENT
TRUMAN AND SECRETARY MARSEALL, BUT SHOULD ERMATN OF ALERT FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE
ACTION, WE MUST BE CONSTANTLY ON CUARD AGAINST ATTEMPTS TO MODIFY AND WHITILE
DOWN JEVWISH STATE AREA. FOR THE PRESENT WE URGE YOU REQUEST LEADERS YOUR
COMMUNITY, JEWISH AND NON-JEWISH, WHO EAVE BEEN IN TOUCE WITH PRESIDENT TRUMAN,
SECRETARY MARSHALL AND OTHER MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT TO WRITE AT ONCE EXPRESSING
SATISFACTION WITH U.S. ACTION, BUP CAUTIONING AS TO DANGERS ANEAD IN AFORE-
MENTIONED ATTEMFTS AT MODIFICATION., NOTE TEAT THIS IS NOT TO BE MASS LETTER
PROJECT, BUT (NE CARRIED THROUGE BY COMMUNITY LEADERS ONLY. WE KNOW YOU AXD
YOUR GROUPS WILL REMATN ON ALERT. REGARDS.

HARRY L, SHAFIRO
AMERICAN ZICNIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

HLS:MSR



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNC

342 MADISON AVENUE

Conslituent Organigalivss NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Orgentzation of America
Poale Zion Zeire Zion of America
Zionist Orgenization of America

October 14, 1947

Rabbl Herbert A. Friedman
ion Emamel
Denver, Oolorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

We will be glad to comply with your request to add
your name to our meiling list for our material. We are
making the necessary notations on our records so that
you should receive all publications and directives
emansting from this office. The latter, however, will
be for your informstion only, since Rabbl Laderman is
the chairman of the Emergency Committee in Denver and
g0 he 1s charged with the responsibility of carrying
out our calls for action.

Under seperate cover we are forwarding to you
several of our recent bulletins and pamphlets which
we fesl you will find most interesting and informative.
Cordially yours,

HH:EF Conmunity Conmtacts Department
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