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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE = TeLepHONE MUrray HiLr 2-1160 o NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Cable Address: AMZIONIST

Hay 4, 1950

liy dear Rabbi:

After much heart—-searching and careful consultation, the Americen
Zionist Council has come to the conclusion that it is our solemn duty
to raise our voice in protest against the approval by the United States
Government of the British policy of arming the Arab states and its
refusal of Israel's plea for defense arus.

We are convinced that our own State Department is genuinely con-
cerned for the peace =nd security of the lliddle East. By continuing,
howvever, its specific and genersl approvel of the sending of arms by
Great Britain to the Arzb states and, a2t the same time, her denial of
Israsel's requests for arms for its defense, it is, in fact, applying
a fuse to the powder keg in the Iliddle Zast.

The Arab Lesgue has proclaimed its intention to organize a united
economic and military front of 211 Arsb states agsinst the struggling
State of Israel. Arning the Arabs now is encoursgement of their war-
like intransigence against Isrcel.

We challenge our Covernment genuinely to implement its professed
policy of seeking peace and security in the liiddle Zest. This it can
do now, with arms going to the Arab states, only by providing Israel
with arms to defend itself, Arms for Israel are essential for the
maintenance of peace in the iliddle East!

It would be of great volue if American Rabbis would dedicate one
of their Shevuoth sermons to their observations on this critical
situation. We solicit your cooperation in this matter, We shall
appreciate it if in addition wyou will srrange to send appropriate
collective wires from your congrezation on this subject to President
Truman, Secretary of State Acheson, and your Senators and Represeata-
tives,

We are enclosinz several items which will be of interest to you.
Please inform us on the attached card of the action you take.

- Sincerely yours,

Lot Lty

LL:SR Louis Lipsky
Encs, CHAIRIIAN

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America * Hashomer Hatzair * Labor Zionist Organizati
b len’s i ganization of America-Poale Zio
Mizrachi Organization of America * United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) + Ziomist Organization of Amie:
& Zionists-Revisionists of America




The Security Council embargo on the shipment of arms to the lliddle East
was lifted in August, 1949, Since that time the British Government, with the
approvel of the United States Government, has been shipping arms in considerable
quantities to the Arab countries. According to suthoritative sources, these
shipments have included jet planes, heavy tanks, four-engined bombers, sub-
marines, destroyers, corvettes and heavy artillery.

These large shipments of arms to the Arab countries have caused considerable
apprehension in many quarters which view such action as a prelude to the resump-
tion of warfare in the liddle East. At best, it has made exceedingly difficult
the signing of final peace settlements to replace the existing armistice arrange=-
ments between Israel end the Arab States, Arasb leaders who have found it diffi-
cult to acknowledge defeat at the hands of Isrsel are threatening a "second
round" against her. Their reluctance to make a just and final peace treaty
grows in direct proportion to the amount of war potential which they receive
almost daily from Britein with Americen approval.

During the past months many segments of American public opinion have
registered their strong disapproval of the policy of our Government in sanct-
ioning the British action and for our own willingness to provide the Arsb States
with war materiel, while denying such materiel to Israel despite its request
for such arms., In defendinz this policy, Secretary Acheson stated:

1, Arms are being supplied by Britain to the Arabs in
linewith existing treaty arrangements;

2. These arms are solely for keeping internal order;

3., The Arab States must be armed to resist aggression
in the iliddle East;-

4, The U, S. Government is unable to act favorably on
the Israeli request begause of the shortage of such
materiel and because of our own treaty arrangements
with other countries which must receive priority.

Even a cursory examination of the above statements reveals their super-
ficiality:

1, Whenever the interests of world peace are paramount,
treaty arrangements between individual countries have been
brushed aside., The same treaty arrangements in existence
todey between Britain and the Aradb countries were in exis~
tence in 1948 when the United Nations ordered an arms
embargo to the lilddle East. There was no valid reason
why that embargo could not have been continued until the
peace treaties were signed. There is no valid reason
today for not re~imposing that embargo.

2. The type and quantity of arms being delivered to the
Arab States hardly substantiates ilr, Acheson's claim that
those states are being armed solely for keeping internal
order. The heavy military budgets adopted by the Arad
countries also belie this contention.
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3« If, as is claimed, the Arab States are being armed by
Britain and the United States to resist foreign aggression,
presumably the Soviet Union, why should the same argument
not epply to Israel? 1Is it not equally import=nt to keep
the Soviets out of Isrzel? How long could the Aradb States
be expected to resist the Soviet Union once it had gained
a foothold anywhere in the Middle East? The sober fact in
the situation is that no zmount of arms supnlied to any or
all of the covniries of the iliddle East could hold off the
Soviets for ary length of time once it has launched a major
sttack.

It may be appropriate glso to remird those v:ho ghape our
foreizn policy of the unreliebility of the Arebs as allies
in time of crisis, During World War II it was the Jews alone
in the Middle Bast vho fought side by side with the democracies
while the lfufti znd his cohorts were actively aiding Hitler.

4, The Arerican Government in tke past hes made 4t a policy
of responding to tle apuesls of thote demccratic countries
which mey be threaiened by foreiga invasion. Now that Israel
has asked for such kelp, vhy is it that our Government sud-
denly finds itself short of the necessary war equipment znd
has decided to grant prioxity for this equipment to other
countries?

The foregoing brief review snd analysis leads us to one conclusion: ¢the
forces in Britzin who are interected in prolongimg chzos and confusion ia the
lliddle East - and unfortunziely those forces secm to have gaimed the upper hand
in our State Department =~ are bent on ths restmption of werfare betwsea Israel
and her neighbors. They thereby mistakenly hope to salvege the position of
the foreign business interests vhich theyrepresent as well as the position of
the tottering Arab rulers which this last=ditch effort is mesnt to bolster,

An aroused American public opinion can yet avert this threat to the wellw

being of the millions of people in the iliddle East a2s well ac erase the sore
spot which may yet involve the world in a globel war of destruction,

5/3/50 .



From ¥ew York Pest
Hay 2, 1950

I0 _EE FRANK
By Dr, Frank Kingdon

The weys of the British Foreign Office are slways & wonder to watch in much
the same way as it is fascinating to see a wily real estate operator acquire extra
lots by the use of dummies to conceal his own interest. Fascinating, but not
endezring.

The dummy in the present case is called Abdullah, an intriguing little
chieftain who managed to get control of a country containing esbout 350,000 wander-
ing Bedouins which the kindly Foreign Office equipped with a well-trained fighting
force called the Arab Legion., The Pashas commanding this army were British, on
the British Army payroll, up to and including the onomatopoetic Glubb Pasha. In
the books of the Foreign Office, the Bedouins were nothing, Glubd was a desert
expert, the Arab Legion was a valuable frontier force, and Abdullah was a King
and no people know better than the British how useful a king can be, provided
he takes guidance with doecility,

The real estate for which the Foreigh Office had a hankering was called
Palestine. The obstacle was an obstinate people who refused to hand over the
deed. Instead, they drove out the British bailliffs and then beat back the
neighbors the British set on them, The only force in the neighborhood left in
ahapento make life uncomfortable for the people who would not surrender was the
Arab Legion,

It moved across the Jordan and possessed some of the land including the 0ld
City of Jerusalem. The Foreign Cffice still had the idea it might drive the
embattled defenders of their farms and cities into the llediterranean, When this
dream was exploded., Abdullah, under orders, called for an armistice. EHEis idea
was to draw a2 long breath end recuperate for the fimsl drive to the sea,

His only difficulty turned out to be that the people of the land got their
breath first, and wvhen he renewed his sttaeck, they struck with such force that
he knew he could not even hold the Old City. Seeing his peril, the Foreign Office
Jumped to his aid with a pious appeal to the United Nations to intervene, and
fighting stopped with the little chieftain still holding both sides of the Jordan
and still in Jerusazlem,

The Forelgn Office now was in a guandary. It clung to the idea of controlling
Palestine, but in the glare of the United Nations it could not be quite crass
enough to tell Abdullsh to snnounce that he would at once annex what he had
occupied by force. So it imstructed him to be patient, until the sagacity of
Whitehall had figured = more seemingly respectable procedure, They finally
evolved the impeccable device of a referendum which, strange to relate, resulted
in the people of the land watched by his army asking to be included in his kingdom,
With this vote to support him, he annexed the land he occupied,

This done, the Foreign Office approved his action and accorded him full
recognition as king, undoubtedly by the grace of God. At the same time, having
their puppet well established on the borders of Israel and in possession of the
0ld Oity, they extended full recognition to the government of Israel also,

The net outcome is that the Foreign Office is back in Palestine with an army
it controls on Israel's most exposed border and dedicated to assuring that Israel
shall not enlarge its territory. Not having been able to prevent Israsel from
coming to birth, the Foreign Office has compromised by keeping it within range

of its guns, S .



From the
JTA Daily News Bulletin
iday 2, 1950

EGYPT DEFIEITELY ARMING FOR OFFENSIVE AGAINST
JEWISH STATE, MILITARY COISIANDER SAYS

BEERSHEBA, Israel, ilay 1. (JTA) == The nature and quantities of
weapons presently streaming from Britain to Egypt leave no doubt about
Egypt's offensive intentions, Brigadier Yigal Alion, former commander
of the Israel armed forces in the Negev, southern part of Israel,
declared today at a reception given for military correspondents.

Brigadier Allon said that defense of the Negev ecan be organized
only bty establishing a close network of Jewlsh settlements in that

pert of the country, which borders on Zzypt.



WVE RAISE OUR
(name of orgznization, place, date)

VOICES IN PROTEST AGAINST APPROVAL BY UNITED STATES
GOVERMMENT OF BRITISH POLICY OF ARIING ARAB STATES
AND I7S REFUSAL OF ISRAEL'S PLEA FOR DEFENSE AHIS
STOP 1N FACS OF ARAB WARLIKE THEEATS AND ARAB
LEAGUE ORGANIZING OF UNITED ECONOIIC AND MILITARY
FEONT AGAINST STRUGGLING STATE OF ISRAEL WE SHARE
OUR STATE DEPARTLENT!S CONCERN FOR FEACE AID
SECURITY IN MIDDLE BAST BUT VIGOROUSLY ASSERT THAT

ONLY BY PROVIDING ISRASL WITH ARMS TO DEFEND ITSELF
CAN THE PEACE OF THE IIIDDLE EAST BE SUCCESSFULLY
HAINTAINED STOP WE CALL UPON YOU TO USE YOUR GOOD

OFFICES TO THIS END .STOP
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October 17, 1949

Te the Local Committees
of the AMERICAY ZIOFIST COUNCIL:

In order that you may be guided in the planning of mass meetings
in your community during the period October 20 to November 6, as out-
lined in our directive No, 6 of October 11, 1948, I am sending you the
following enclosuress

s) Excellent background material on Jerusalem for speakers, radio,
_and press, Please use it to its best advantage remembering
thet we wish the AMERICAY DELEGATION TO THE U.N. TO FAVOR THE
COMMON SENSE SCLUTION OF THE JERUSALEM PROBLEM AS ADVOCATED
BY THE ISRAFLY DELEGATICN.

b) Three model resolutions to gaide your meeting in adopting e
resolution to be conveyed to President Truman and, wherever
possible, in verson to your local Congressmen and Senators
(vho will be in their home @istricts at the close of Congress
which is expected shortly).

c) An article which appeared in the October 13 issue of the
New Yorik Times, pointing up the need for the kind of action
we are requesting,

If you have not done so, pleese return the postal card sent to you
on October 11, giving us a preliminary report on your meeting plans. At
the completion of your mass meeting, send us a full report on it, enclos-
ing 2 copy of the resolutions adopted and any action teken.

. May I also urge you once again, if you have not done so already, to
send us the names of the officers and sub-committess of your reorganized
local committees. I cannot emphasize too strongly how important it is —
during this crucial period —— to have local committees ready and at work.

With Zion's greetings, I am

Sincerely yours,

%’L@' VS UA‘W

JUIMB Jdrome Unger
Encs. Executive Director ™
oy o CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS
dassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America * Hashomer Hatzair * Labor Zionist Organization of
Mizrachi Organization of America * United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zio; i Ameﬂel—l’ode o
n) * Zionist Organization of America
=8 Zionists-Revisionists of America




RESOLUTICN

WEEREAS, Israel, having won its war of independence, has now taken its
rightful place as & free &nd independent state among the nations of the world
end as & member of the community of netions -- the United Natlione organization;
end

WHEREAS, Americen Jewry, which has substantially aided in the fulfillment
of the Zionist idesl, is eternally gratefnl to the United States Govemment for
the leading role it played in the effectuation of Palestine's partition and in
the subsequent admission of Israel to the United Nations organization; and

WHEREAS, the security of Israel is now being threatened, this time by the
United Nations Conciliation Commission's plen to sever Jerusalem from Isrsel, a
plan which would place all of the Holy City within a 60-square-mile enclave
under the "full and pemenent authority" of the United Nations; and

WHEEEAS, the Jews of Jerusalem, having undergone the most extreme suffer-
ing during tha war when thelr city was mieg slege apd in 8ifficult streits,
are now being called upon to surrender their city to an alien supervision; and

WHEREAS, the elege of Jernsalem was lifted, not by a United Nations truce,
but by the military strength of Israel vho, though sorely pressed for its own
survival summoned all of its resources to relieve stricken Jerusclem and save
it from strangulation; md

WHEREAS, the City of Jernsalem is predominantly Jewich in population
(comprising epproximately 90 percent of its total inhabitemts), in art, culture,
educationsl end medical institutions, commerce, trade and industry.

WHEREEAS, for three thousend years the Jewich peonle have looked upon
Jernselem with special reverence, regarding it as the spiritual center of the
Jewish religion.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we, representing the
do hereby call upon the United States Government to repudiate the impractical
end unjuet plan of United Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission which would
cut off Jerusalem, the City of Zion, from Israel.

AYD BE IT FURTHER RPSOLVED that while we are mindful of the intemational
charscter of the Christien shrines and Holy Places in Jerusalem we would recom-
mend that only these sites — and no more —— be placed under the supervivison
of the United Nations.

AND BE IT FINALLY EESOLVED that covies of this resolution be sent %o
Pregident Harry S. Trunan and bte brought to the personal attention of
Congressman and United States Senators

(neme)

and .
(name) (name)




RES g

HAVING NOTED that the United States Soverrment was inetrumental in the
establichment of Isrsel and in the Jewish State's subseguent admission to
membership in the United Nations;

EHAVIEG NOTED the successful military defense of thelr newborn State by
the herolc inhabitants of Isrzel;

HAVING NOTED that Jerusslem was saved from complete destruction dy the
Jewish defenders of that city and by the assigtance of the militery forces
of Isrzel, themselves hard-pressed in batitle on other fronts;

HAVIEG FOTED the historical comnection of Jerusalem with the Jewish
people for three thousend years;

HAVING NOTED that present-day Jeruselem is predominantly Jewish in
population, culture, }.W trade and industry;

THE _ (rene of orgsmizstion) = NOW REQUESTS THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

UNITED STATES:

1. To recognize the politicsl ata.tnt of the Govemment of Isrzel in
Jerusalem and t0 linmit the role of the United Netions in that city
to the eafeguerding of the generallyerecognized Holy Flaces in
accordance with agreements which eould be entered into between the
United Nations and the Government of lsreel on the one hand, ond
the United Fations end the competent Arab Governments on the other;

2, To refrein from survorting any move, from whatever source, which
would impose eny alteration of the present boundaries of Israel as
fixed by the series of amisgtice agreements entered into by the
Government of Israel with the adjoining Arab States under the
auspices of the United Nations.

THE _ (name or organizstien) has inetructed its officers to forwerd
corles of thies resolution to the President of the United States and to
nemes of Co eseman d U, 8, Senators .




RESOLUTIONS

We, as Americans and a2s Jews, members of the Jewish community of

.

Appeal to Herry S. Truman, as President of the United States, to
lend the weight of his influence in the United Nations to ensure a solution
of the problem of Jerusalem that shall be both equitable and practical.

We submit that for two thousand years the Jewish people in their
Dispersion have prayed for their retum to Jemmscalem, vhich is etemally
linked vith the restoration of Zion.

We urge the rejection of the plen submitted by the UN Palestine
Conciliation Commission to have Jerusalem and its enviroms placed under
an intemstional edministration on the ground that the plam is both
impractical end unjust; end would deprive its porulstion of their civil,
political end economic rights as en integrsl part of the State of Isrzel.

We are confident that a covenent can be entered into with the State
of Israel for the protection of the Holy Places without impeiring any of

the rights of the peovle of Jerusalem,



From NEW YORK TIMES
Qctober 13, 1949

UsS., BRITAIN FIR{ ABOUT JERUSALEM

Will ose Effort by Israel to Inc ate New Cit

Solution Held Far Off

By Sam Pove Brewer

Lzke Success, Oct., 12 — The United States and Britain plan to oppose

any effort to incorporate the lNew City of Jerusalem into the State of
Israel, spokesmen for their delegstions to the United Nations General

Agsenbly indicated hers today.

Both countries, the spokesmen seid, supported the United Nations Con-
eiliation Gwﬂsaion's plen to divide the city into Israeli and Areb zones
but to keep the whole area, including Bethlehem, under intemational rule.

A United Btates spokesmsn said that his delegation would not insist
on rigid adherence to the plar as it now atanda but believed that it must
stick to its besic principles.

Recently there have been rumors that the United States and Britain
were coming around to the view that it would be more practicsl to allow
Israel to take over the part of ths city populated by Jews, This has been
denied by the representatives of toth countries here, With Isrsel deter-
mined to take over thet sectiom of the Holy City snd the Arsbs eouzlly
determined to oppose the step, prospects for sn early end successful
gsettlement are not hright.

In the General Ass-emﬁly the Palestine question is not expected to
come up even in committee for a month, It is on the agenda of the
Political Committee but has been crowded into the background by other
items.

However, the Conciliation Commiesion on Falestine, which has been
meeting in Lauganne, Switzerlsnd, is moving here and will begin meetings
next week to be ready to report to the Asgemhly vhen required.



Octobter, 1945

(This materfal is being distrituted by the Americen Zionist Council as a
gource of referonce and background on the Jerusalem problem,)

The United Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission hes presented to the
General Assemdly a draft instrument establishing a permanent international
regime for the Jemala:_n arca.

All will agree that the fundamental object of an international regime
for Jemsalenr’__}‘a to safeguard the Eo]:y Places which are sacred to Christianity,
Izslam and J'u.duu, end to engsure free access tn them. The Commission was
instructed by the General Assembly to present ﬁa'ﬁ"ﬂg’d propesals which would
attain that objective,

In examining the instrument submitted by the Palestine Conc!liation
Commiselon, two guestions arise:

1. Ts 1t faithful to its obJectivel

2. Is it practical?

To safeguard the Holy Places 1% 15 necessary to establish en international
regime whose duties and funciions are econcerned with the Holy Places. Such
a plan would respect the religious sentiments of all faiths. But the
ins trument drafted by the POC provides for an in%amauonal regime which
would not only supervise the Holy Places, but would also intrude into the
secular and political 1life of the people residing in Jerusalem. Such a
regime, encrosching on the rights, duties mnd responsibdilities of the
inhabitante themselves, could be established only with the consent of
the parties directly concerned. Patently, such consent, involving the
voluntary surrender of rights won at great sacrifice, would not be forth-
coming,

By proposing the impossible, the Commission has thus defeated its
objective; tut 1t has rendered a useful service, for an enalysis of the

draft inotrament revesls the Imposeibility of devising en international
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government, superimposed upon a2 population, without regard for its own
problems and legitimate interests.

When one contrasts the theoretical blueprint of the Commiseion with the
realities of life in Jerusalem itself, one must conclude that if the United
Nations wishes to saefeguard the Holy Places, it should do preciszely that.
To go beyond is to venture into the realms of futility emd failure.

It is not intended to analyze the draft instrument in detall, for a
plen that is fundamentally and basically unacceptable to the people whose
consent is a condition precedent to its peaceful implementation cannot be
srved by patchwork revision, In this comnection, it is of interest to
note that the peoples directly concerned were never shown the draft
instrument or acquainted with its brosd outlines or provisions. It is
curious that an undertaking where consent is so essential an element
to success, there was no consultation of any kind. ¥Yet in another sense,
the procedure is not surprising, for it is in keeping with the charscter
of the plan itself, The plan does not comsult the interests of the people,
It ignores them, Indeed, it does them injury.

The proposed draft is unacceptable »ecause:

1. It is detached from the realities of life in Jerusalem,

2. It vioclates fundamentel principles of the United FNations,

3. It ignores all paat experience.

k., It imposes an impossidle burden on the United Nations itself,

I. IT IS DETACHED FROM TEE REALITIES OF LIFE IN JERUSALEM

The Conciliation Commission's plan was drafted as though in a vacuum,
It seems to treat Jeruselem az some devitalired antiquity inhabited by a
population entirely devoid of national, communal and cultural ssntiment.
The City of Jerusalem is not a museum. It must not be regarded as a relie
to be wrapped in wax. It is a living city. It is consclous of its rich

historic and religious tradition, tut at the same time it ie a modern city.
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It looks with keen interest to the future and the welfare of its people.

The pecple of Jerusalem are devoted to thelr City. They have a most
devout reverence for its history and sanctity. This reverence is entirely
compatible with the maintenance of normal every-day secular life. Like
every other intelligent people, they want to elect their own government
officials, decide how much they will pay in taxes, control the ex-~
penditures of their government's revenues, They desire self-determinatica
and independence in association with their own people. Of this they
gave clear ewidencewithin the last two years when they fought for their
freedom and won it at great cost of life.

Under the proposed draff, the peoples of Jerusalem would be denied
self-determination. Decisive powers would be vested in external agencies
outside thelr control. Jerusalem would be divided into two zones. But
neither the Arzb nor the Jewish zonme would be integrated with the con-
tigunous Arab and Jewish states. They would be separate zones. Feople
of each zone are euphemistically referred to as "residemts," Apparently
they are to be citizens of no state. They =sre to bear allegiance to no
national authority. In short, they are to be stateless,

Internationalization is not 2 concept readily acceptable to any
people. Many sentiments, pride in common history and devotion to common
destiny, give content and meaning to the concept of national allegiance.
For the Jews in Jerusalem this concept, cherished for long generations,
is 2ll the more precious since it was only recently realized. Until
some 18 months ago, most of these people were known as displaced persons,
refugees, stateless. Many of them were homeless refugees in Europe,
uprooted by the Nazis and set adrift for five, ten, fifteen years. The
establishment of the State of Israel and the stout and successful defense

of Jerusalem had made it possible for them to assert their own nationality,
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Now to deny them this newly-won right, to render them stateless onse again,
would be a cruel bdlow which none would understand. PBut this would be
more than a mere psychological disaster., Statelessness has physical,
economic, Juridical disabilities. The residents of these zones, citizens
of no country, residents of no natiomallty, would ask themselves: To
whom shall we turn for pasaports? Who will represent us in world com—
merce? Who will protect us from personal indignities adroad? Who will
deferd us from oxternal aggressica? Who will stend wp as our spokesman
in international councils, there to defend ani advance our interests,
to assert our rights, to- expmoW‘iW. to make our proper con-
tribution to international affairs? It is a emgm paradox that the
proposal to internationslize the City removes its population from the
international mrena, Deprived of uttﬁaliﬁ, ﬁq mld be unrepresented
in the international forum,

Tre Jows of Jerusalem are I.rulu. '.l'hg regard themselves as
nationals of the now State. ﬁq consider ehe Jewich sections of
Jerusalem to be an integral part of that Sﬁfa. They could not be
deprived of that cltizenship without thﬁlr congsents ‘And in po condition
would they giwve thelr consent, -

To sever modern Jerucalem from the Stete of Israel is a surgical
amputation critically injuring the health both of the City and the State.
For the first time, the City nov enjoys self-government and it is bound
to develop far more rapidly in the future than it has done in the past.
But this promise of growth and expsnsion is clouded by the threat of
denial of self-rule. Past experience amply justifies that fear. It is
fortified by the explicit provisions of the draft document, The de-
cisive vote of the propozsed general council is to be cast by those whom

the pevple themunlves do not elect. This conncll determines levies to
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be paid, Here is taxation without representation - eggravated by the likelihood
that one part of the City will be -sked to subsidize the otlmr at the expense of
its own growth and devalopment,

The primary requisite of any commmity's growth is people, On this point
the draft document proposes a curious strait Jacket, Article 5 declares the res-
ponsible authorities shall take no steps in matters of immigration which might
alter the present demographic equilibrium of the area of Jerusalem. This is a
bald - if unspoken -~ ban on Jewish ill!imtion into Jerusalems This in itself is
an evil proscription, reviving the bitier mm of the m-atm White Paper
of 1939 which all but prohibited Jewish immigration into Palestine and which set in
motion the train of evemts that led finally to the end of the Mandate, The all-
compelling incentive of the Jewish struggle for independence in Israel was the
universal demand of the Jewish peodle to open their country to Jewish immigration,
Tow 1t is proposed that there be z limitation on Jewish immigration into Jerusalem,
Are conditions to be created which will compel Jews to organize "illegal" Jewish
imnigration into Jerusalem? Will Jews be drivem to organize a new underground
to carry on that immigration and to defend it?

Moreover, it must be recognized that the ban falls with unequal weight, for
the new international authority is not to attempt to control a population increase
resulting from birth. The Arad bi.rth rate in Palestine has always been much
higher that the Jewish birth rate, In fact, the rate of population increase of
the Arabs has been the highest in the world, Obviously, a rule uhicih limits
Jewish immigration but ignores the natural Arab increase will weight the demographi
equilibrium in favor of the Arasb zone,

Put bluntly, this clause asserts in the name of the UN: "lo Jews are welcome
here," Such a proclemation would not only create a most violent reaction inside
Israel, 1t would be deeply resented by Jews all over the world, I% would de

welcomed only by those who preach racisl and religlous discrimination.
-
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JI., IT VIOIATES FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE N

It does not require detailed didcussion to conclude that the propesed draft
is inconsistent with the purposes and principles of the UN Charter, The proposal
to denationalize in the name of internationalization is objectionable not merely
because injury is done to a people, It is objectionable because violence is done
to fundamental principles, There is some irony in that Article 7 of the proposed
document calls upon the local authorities of the Arab and Jewish zones to ensure
human rights and fundamental freedoms, But such rights and freedoms which have
been acquired by the people of Jerusalem and which are now being exercised by them
are to be abrogated by this véfy same document.

Article 1 of the UN Charter affirme the principle of equal rights and self-
determination and declare® it to be the purpose of the United Nations to promote
and encourage respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, The obligation
of the United Hations to assist peoples toward selfsgovermment and independence is
clearly expressed in Article 75 of the Charter, Nowhere is the United Nations or
any of its organs empowered to help people to non-self-government or to assist in
the establishment of non-self-governing territories.

For the United Iations to emberk om such a program would be to retreat ignomi-
niously from high principle and purpose, Thus to announce to the world in the name
of the United Nations that Jewish immigration to Jerusalem is to be barred is to
sugzest that the United Hations has a low estimate of the value of people them-
selves and it is prepared to make invidious distinctions between peoples, It would
be a strange undertaking for the United Iations to attempt to withhold from people
the exercise of their right of self-determinations Such proposals are néither

within the competence of the United Nations nor in accord with its conscience,



e

IIX, IT IGNORES ALL PAST EXPERIEFCE

For three religions—-Christisnity, Islam and Jullaisn——Jerusalem is sacred,
en eternal shrine. For the Jewish people, Jerusslem holds cultural and
national as well as spiritual associstioms, It is the center of their
national history. It wes the capitsl of the First ond Second Jewish
Commonwealths, Yor two thousend years of Jewish exile and dispersion
Jerusealem was not merely = city of a revered pest. It wes the promise of a
glowing future, To sever Jerusalem from the Jewish State is to do violence
to Jewish history, It offends the sensibilities of every Jew in Jerusalem
and Israel. It mrouses the deepest resction among Jews as a people, for it
would be a crushing blow to their nationsl homor and dignity.

The plan quarrels with recent history, ineluding the experience in the
United Nations itself. It ignores completely the events of the past 24 months.
It is as if the history of Jarusalem began on the day the draftemen placed
their proposals on paper.

¥hen the Genersl Ascembly began comsideration of the report of the United
Nations Speciel Comrittee on Palestine, the representatives of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine mede it clear to the Agsembly that they believed
Jerusalem was irrevocably linked with the proposed Jewish State, and they
advocated that the modern sections of Jerusslem, built and inhabited by Jews,
be made part of the Jewish State. This proposal was not accepted by the
General Assembly, and in deference to the wishes of thet body and to the
sentiments expressed by religious spokesmen of the world, the Jewish Agency
representatives assented to the proposal that Jerusalem be internaticnalised.
Having given their assent, the Jewish representatives then did everything
in their power to implement the plan. Representatives of the Jewish Agency,

accepting the declaration of the General Assembly on Jorusalem as a promise
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that Jerusalem might be spared conflict and its shrines safeguarded from
war, worked with organs of the United Hetions to draft a statute for Jerusalem.
But confronted with Arab resistence and boycott, the orgens of the Uzited
Fations failed to assume the responsibilities to which they were pledged. The
Trusteeship Council on April 21, 1948, sbendoned its efforts to draft = statute
for Jerusalem. I{ adopted = resolution referring the matter back to the
General Assembly,

By that ection, the Jewish population in Jerusalem was abandoned by the
vorld end left to itself in the face of grave danger. Fighting broke out in
Jerusalem within a few hours af ter ‘.'hn General Assembly adopted the Resolution
of November 29, 1947, and from thet time on, the Jewieh populstion of Jerusalem
was subjected to sniping, shellfire, starvetion end siege. In May, 1948, the
position grew even more desperste, for Jerusalem was separsted from the newly
established State of Tsresel and isclated from the world itself,

The Jews of Jerusalem, the Jows of Israel, yield to no one in their
devotion to the sacred City. It was not the Jews who shelled its shrines. It
vas not the Jews who destroyed its water supply. It was not the Jews who
blockaded its roade to deny it food. It wes not the Jews who blew up its
Holy Places. On the contrery, it was the Jews who defended Jerusalem snd
sought to save it from destruction. Wothing that happens to Jerusalem is ever
forgotten in history, snd the world will long remerber the ordeal through
which Jerusalem passed. Hundreds, thoussnds of ite people today carry wounds
which painfully recall that struggle. For months the people were reduced to
a2 pitiful ration of food =nd weter. ilany literelly faced death by starvation,
And these who died vere unburied for days. In this crisis, the international
communi ty which had assumsd the right to exercise jurisdiction over Jerusalem
failed to discharge its responsibilities. Jeruselem, its people end its

sacred plsces were rescued for civilization by the people of Israel who, by a
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herculean effort, opened a road to the belesguered City, brought it food,
water, arms end life itself,

o monument to this sage in Jewieh history hes yet been erected. No
memorial attests to the City's suffering and asgony unless it be the cherred
skeletons of trucks and confaye which lie slong the road from Bab—el-Wed up
to the Holy City——silent sentinels of the youth who fought and died to liberate
Jeruselem, The siory of this struggle ie etched in the mind and heart of
overy Jew in Jerusclem and in Israel. The bond between Jerusalem and Israel
is the bend of common struggle end survival. It cannot again be cevered.

I» this 1ight, the btland suggestion that the Iew City, surrounded as it
is on three sides by Ared forces, be again rendered cefenseless, seems
totally unrealistie, In these circumstances it is inconceivable that the
people would egree to divest themselves of military forces, essential to life
itself. The United Nations may not esk amy people to commit suicide.

IV. IT IMPOSES AN II'POSSIFIE BURDEV OF THE UNITED EATIONS ITSELF

Pest experience of the United Netions itself should deter it from em mpdor-
taking beyond ite competznce and capacity. It is no disrespect of the United
Nations to suggest thet that organization is not equipped at this stage to
impose upon an unwilling people & superstructure of government which abridges
the rights of the people concerned snd violates the Charter of the United
Bations . The chief purpose of such a commission—the sefeguarding of the
Holy Places—1is cdefested from the outset if it attempts to do more than to
achieve that purpose. '

I{ is essential, if the Holy Places are to be protected and maintained,
thet a practical end workable plan be adopted, The Government of Israel has
repsatedly effirmed its support of the principle of full international control
for the protection and immuniiy of the Holy Places. The Government's attitude

was submitted to the Ad Hoe Politiecal Committee of the General Assembly by the
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representative of the Govermment of I=rzel on May 5, 1949. At that time, the
representative said in part:

"l. The Government of Isrmel cocperated to the fullest extent with the
Statute drewn up in Novermber, 1947. It bears no responsibility for
the failure of that project, a failure which arose through the
deliberate armad resistance of the Arab States and the refusal of
the organs of the United Fztionc to rotify or assume the obligations
necessary for the fulfilment of the Statute.

"2, The Government of Isreel advocates and supports the esteblishment by
the United ¥:tions of en international regime for Jerusalem concerned
excluaively with the conirol aud protection of Holy Placss and sites.
If such a regime for the Holy Places is esteablished, my Covernzent will
cooperate with it. '

"3. The Government of Israel vtllaho agree to place under international
control Holy Pleces in oiher parts of its territory outside Jerusalem...

"4. The Govermment of Israel is prepared to offer the fullest safegusrds
ant guarentess for the security of relizious institutions in the
exercise of their fuactions. The Government of Isreel is prepared
to negotiete imrediatsly with all religicus suthorities concerned
vith this end in view... :

"S. The Government of Israel will persevere in its efforts to repair the
darage inflicted on religious buildings and sites in the course of
the war launched by the Arah States.

"6. The Government of Israel regavds with pride and satisfaction its pert
in the restoration of peace and order which are the essentizl requisites
of any reverenticare for the Holy Places and sites.

"?. The integration of the Jewish part of Jerusalem into the 1ife of the
State of Isrsel has teken plaee ae a natural historical process
arising from the conditions of wer, from the vacuum of suthority
ereated by the termination .of the Mendate, and from the refusal of
the United N-tions to sssume any direct sdministretive responsibilities
on the scene, This integration, which is perelleled by a similar
process in the Arab srea, is not incompatible with the esteblishment
of an international regime charged with full juridical status for the
effective protection of the Holy Places, no matter where situsted...

"8. The Government of Israel will contirue to seck agreements with the
Argd interests concerned for the maintenance and preservation of peace
and the reopening of blocked sccess into and within the City of Jerusalem,
Such negotiations now proceeding however do not affect the juridical
status of Jerusalem which we ghall seek to define by internstional
consent....

"11l, The Government of Israel draws attention to the existence of profound
Jewlsh religious interests, which give Jerusalem a centrel and abiding
plece in Jewish spiritual 1life. All the sacred associations of Jerusalem
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derive ultimately from its Jewish origins. The preservation of
synagogues, the right of access to the Wailing Wsll and of residence
within the i‘allod. City require international guarsntees and imple—-

mentation..."”

This position remains unchenged. The Jovernment of Israel advocates the
utgbliahunt of an internstional regime for the Holy Pleces. It will help
to establish such a regime, It will fully cooperate with it. It earnestly
hopes that the United Ictions will conced to the people of Jerusalem an
eppreciation of their rights and responsibilities in a measure equal to that
people's understanding and respect for real i '3!% in the Holy City.

To keep Jerusslem sacred, it is mam to profane every democratic
principle. The nationel interests of the people of Jerusalem can be reconciled
with world interest in the City's shrines, without violating either. These

interests ere not in conflict.
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PREPART FOR THE RIERGEICY

To the Local Committens
of the AUMERICAN ZIOFIST CCUNCILSt - &

The best oninicn here ig that the following questions, vital to Israel
and its future security, may come vp at the current session of the United
Nations Genoral Assemblys I am listing them in the order of their probable
occurrences

Firgt, Severance of Jerusalem from Israel and its establishment under
Alien Rule;

Sccond, Tho Qnestion of Arab refugces;
Third, The Proposal to Amputate the llegev from the State of Israel,

It is said on good suthority that the Unmited States seecks a postpone-
ment of the introduction of the Jerusalcm problem before the General Assembly
until after the November electionss The Govermment's purpose is obvious,

It secks to avoid political embarragsment,
it shonld not be embarrassad on an isene o wifal to us and %o which if has
apparvently given itg prior aporovals

The question of Arab refugeces will not come uwp until the Clapp Commis-
sion returns from the Middle East with a special report on the economic and
agricultural develooment of that part of the worlds

Concerning the dismenberment of the legev -~ which both
the United States and Great Britain have been steadily pursuing
through backdoor diplomatic preseurc these past six months = it
scems likely that a deal could be struck on the first two issues
if Isracl would give its consent to an appreciable loss of ter-
ritory in the Negev — which it will not do,

In general, these are the subjects relevant to Israel which will come
under the purview of the UN bodys It is expected that the General Assembly
will remain in session wntil the end of this year, No decision on the above
igsues are anticipated during October; they may be reached in NHovember and
December., These months may be the vital ones for Israels
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MMMM- American Fu'blic Opinion mist be aroused
and effectively organized throughout the country to the end that the State De-
partment and the Administration will desist from their attempts to deprive
Israel of Jerus2lem and reduce Israel to an unviable entity,.

The role of the COUNCIL during the current session of the General Assembly
is gelf=-evidents Ve must fight the battle for Jerusalem and the Negev in the
newspapers, on the air, in the magazines, on the lecture platforms, We dare not
lose the battle ahead of us. The consequences are too costly,

* kW

THEREFORES = Organize for the emergencyl Follow the instructions con=
tained in my letter of September 15thi

Call together representatives of all local groups affiliated with your
Committee; review the political situation affecting Israel in the light of the
communications that have been addressed to you; discuss your own public relations
program relat:.ve tn the fam nf euerganey qﬂtiaa ym;r comity ghould adapt
and 2 : 21 a ! 4! g

If the Chairmen of your Public Relations and Press Committees are already
appointed, have them get into action at once, Send their names and addresses to
JEROME UNGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, as soon as possible.

L

The period of the emergency will contimue from now until the end of the
year. But action should begin abt once. Your firet duty is to Help Save Jerusalem
for Israel, .

With 2ion's greetings,

y E

LL:SR Louis Lipsky
Encs, Chairman

P.Se« To keep you informed on the latest develonments of the Jerysalem issue, we
are enclosing 1) excerpts from an address by Afubrey S. Fban to the United Nations
General Assembly on this subject; and 2) two recent articles from the J,TeA. Hews.



Excerpts from an Aczress P~ Aubrey 3. Euen, Israeli Rezrecentative to the
United Nations, before the Generasl Assembly on September 25, 1949

"We regard the Jerusslem problem as composed of two elements. First: there
is the responsidility of the United Nations for ensuring that Holy Places and site
are reverently preserved and that religious institutions are assured full liberty
in the exercise of their functions., The other purpose, no less valid, and for the
Government of Israel not one whit less compelling, is the nsed to assure the Jewis:
population of the city the full enjoyment of its democratic political rigats in
association with the only government to which it is now prepared to offer its
allegiance.

"We see no incompatibility between these two purposes. Conflict can arise
only if there is an unjustified encroachment by one upon the other. Thus, if the
political aspirations of Isrsel’and of Jerucalem's population were carried to the
point of repudiating the concem of the United Nations for the safeguaring of
Holy Places snd sites there might be an encroachment upon a universzl religious
interest. No such eventuslity will take place. On the other hand, if the United
Nations were to impose upon the population of Jerusalem any burden or deprivation
not strictly related to the satisfaction of universal religious interests, an
encroachment would take place upon cherighed political freedom.

"It would be a disservice to realistic investigation to ignore the exact
relationship existing between the Jews of Jerusalem snd the State of Israel at
this time. The situation may be briefly described. When a law is promulgated in
Israel, the Jews of Jerusalem obey it. When a tex ic levied in Isrzel, the Jews
of Jerusalem pay it. Wien the parliamentary institutions of Israel are elected,
the Jews of Jerusalem help to elect them and participate in their operation., VWhen
civil or criminel litigation arigses in Jerusslem, it is to the courts of Ierael
alme that the Jews of Jerusalem take their case. The coinage and stamps of Jewish
Jerusalem are the coinage ané stamps of Israel. The slowly reviving economy of
Jerusalem is sustained ané nourished from the State of Israel. The langusge end
religion, the cultural sentiment and national allegiance of the Jews of Jerusalem
are those which they hold in common with the State of Israel and its people.

#There is thug no link uniting a eitizen of Faris to the Republic of France;
there is no bond betveen 2 citizen of London and the United Kingdom which does not
exist at this time between a Jew in Jerusalem and the State of Israel. For in
modern society no man, however conscious of civic pride, feels completely in the
limits of a purely municipal allegiance; he mmst reach out to identify himself
with a wider political ard social cultures In this repsect, too, the Jewish
citizens of Jerusalem are as those of zll other cities.

"Yet there is one particular aspect in which the link between Jewish Jerusalem
and the State of Israel has an sltogether special strength. In 1947 the United
Nations, having undertsken full responsibility, both for the religious and secular
life of Jernsalem, declined to carry out any responsibility for either one of the
two. Jerusalem fell into siege and femine., Its population underwent a martyrdom
unknown in post-biblical times, wvhile the international community looked .on help-
less, and inert. Men, women and children fell by the hundreds, both in the city's
defence, and in its relief. At critical moments both its water and food supplies
were cut off with no hope of replenicshment. If this eitustion had endured for tut
a matter of days, there would have overitaken every living Jew in Jerusalem an
annihilation more total and complete then the most effective and devastating bom-
bardment cen ever inflict. Salvation came from one guarter alone. The State of
Isrsel, strugzling against dire odds for very survivel itself, girded all its
strength to throw a lifeline to the beleagured city, reeopening its communication
and saving it from dreadful etrangulstion. ZEvery man, woman, end child in Jewish
Jerusalem today can thus ascribe the fact of his physicel survivel directly and
concretely to the State of Israel end its government.®

xE 8 =



J.T.A. NEWS 9/27/49

CARDINAL SPELIMAN MOM ON REPORT HE ASKED THUMAY
FOR INTERNATIONALIZATION OF JERUSALEM

NEW YORE, Sept. 26. (JTA) — A spokeesmen for Francis Cardinal Spellman
today refused to comment on a report that the Cardinal had interceded with
President Truman to have the city of Jerusalem intemationalized.

The report, which emanated from Montreal, quoted the Rev. Raphael Quinn,
secretary of the Roman Catholic Custodien of Holy Places, as the authority for
the fact that Cardinal Spellman had interceded with President Truman., TFather
Quinn was also guoted as having cherged that elements of the Isrmel forces were
"wholly responsible for the defamation, bombing and destruction of many Holy
Places" within Jerusalen.

He added that the Isrzel Ministry of Religion has disclaimed responsibility
for these acts snd "we are still without compensation or future assurance of
safety." Father Quinn said the Arabs have alwsys respected the Holy Places and
called King Abdullsh of Transjordsn a "great and good friend of the Franciscan
Order."

A report from Rome yesterday said that the Catholic Church would not be
satisfied with eny solution less than intematienslization of Jerusalem snd
the Holy Places in Palestine. The report emenated from Quotidiano, orgean of
the Catholic Action Farty in Italy, snd one of the publications through vhich
the Vatican releases semi-pfficia) material.

TNTERNATIONALI ZATION OF JEFUSALEM ASKED BY
APOSTOLIC REPEESFNTATIVE IN CANADA

MONTREAL, Sept. 26 (JTA) —- Demand for the intemationsiization of
Jerusalem "in the name of four hundred million Catholics" was voiced here by
the Apostolic Representative to Canada, Monseignor Antoniuti who came from
Ottawa to address a Montreal gathering.

The FPapsl Nuncio said that Christisms must not remsin indifferent to such
a "scandalous situation" vwhere soldlers are agein msking merry at the "foot
of the Crucifix" and sdded that "four hundred million Catholics and millions
of other Christians demand from all interested powers that justice be done in
Palestine to the righte of the Christian worid end that in the birthplace of
Christ be guaranteed the peace which Ee sought to bring to this world."
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\;AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL
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Cable Address: AMZIONIST September 16, 1949
Dear Rabbi:

On the very eve of our Holy Days, in the celebrations and prayers of which Jerusalem
occupies such an important place, the United Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission has
announced its plan for the internationalization of Jerusalem. Writing to you, we do not
have to enlarge on the injustice and impracticability of the Conciliation Commission's
plan for Jerusalem. We must see to it that the volce of the Jews of America is raised as
powerfully as possible in defense of Jewish Jarmlam and in demand for its incorporation
in the State of Israel. We are confident that you fully share our sentiments. According-
ly, may we taketheuberhyormkﬂngthafouoﬁmsuggesﬂm

First: That during the Holy Day services in your synagogue - either on Rosh Hashana or on
Yon Kippur - you devote one of your sermons to an appraisal of the critical naturs of the

Jerusalem problem.

Second: That you utilize your best efforts and invite the cooperatlon of the President
and Officers of your congregation to the end that a telegram or telegrams (in the name of
your Temple or Synagogue, Sisterhood, Men's Club, etc.) be sent to the President of the
United States, urging him to disavow the recommendations of the United Nations Conciliation
Commission to internationalize Jerusalem. Please do not fail us at this juncture.

We herewlith enclose for your informetion end use the following material which you may
find helpful in this "Save Jerusalem" campaign. This material contains:

A. Analytical comments on the Conciliation Commission's plan for
Jerusalem, together with a short historical survey of the Jewish
character of Jerusalem.

B. A reprint of an editorial in the New York Herald Tribune which appeared
on September 15, 1949,

C. Suggested texts for telegrams to the President of the United States to be
sent during the Holy Days period. HNaturally, these texts should not be
followed literally, but should be used as a model for your own particular
needs.,

We feel confident that you will cooperate with us to the utmost in the urgent tasks
which we face today, and we hope and wish that this coming year may be the year of our
full national redemption., Warmest greetings and earnest wishes for a very good year.

Sincerely yours,

Uniger

JU:SR Rabbi Jerome U
Encs. Executive Director

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS
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Mizrachi Organization of America * United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) = Zionist Organization of America

e Zionists-Revisionists of Ameriea .




NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE
SEPTEMBER 15, 1949

Jerusalem and the U. N,

The proposal of the United Nations Pales-
tine Conciliation Commission for perma-
nent Internationalization of Jerusalem,
whatever its theoretical attractiveness may
be, appears to have been far outrun both
by time and events. It is mot merely a
question of the Israelis’ refusal to cede thelr
rights In Jewish Jerusalem, although this
alone would make the U. N.’s task of taking
over the entire city a formidable one, but
also of the practicability and effectiveness
of the Conciliation Commission’s proposal.
There was & time, perhaps; when interna-
tionalization, which was suggested in the
U. N.'s original partition resolution of 1947,
might have been imposed; but it was the
Israeli Army and not the U. N. which saw
to it that the partition of Palestine became
& reality. The fighting for Jerusalem proper
left the Israelis In possession of the New
City and King Abdullah’s Arab Leglon in
control of the Old City, and the complete
acqulescence of both sides would be a pre-
requisite to any plan for treating the city

the Jerusalem area is lacking in the natural
advantages that sometimes enable a port,
for example, to exist as an entity.

That the United Nations, as the repre-
sentative of tha.world community, has a
rightful place in Jerusalem, is denied by
none, The Israell government has repeat-
edly and consistently expressed its willing-
ness to have the U. N. supervise the holy
places, not only in Jerusalem but elsewhere,
and there is no reason to doubt that both
the letter and spirit of such an agreement
would be rigidly adhered to. It is conceiv-
able, also, that the U. N, could perform
valuable service as a mediator in the city
and as a guardian of the rights of outside
parties, There is no reason why a satisfac-
tory compromise along the lines set forth
by the Israeli government should not be
worked out and, in time, become acceptable
to all interested parties. But stability in
Palestine scarcely seems likely if the U. N.
persists in a now outdated plan of setiing
up a third state in a country that is barely
large enough for two.



ANALYTICAL CCMMERTS ON THE
L.N, PALESTINE GOEGILIATION GGIHISSION’S PLAR
FOR AN INIEHATIOHAI’ REGIME IN TEB‘D’SL‘LHN

What Is Wrong With the Conciliation Commission's Plan?

The Plan of the U. N, Palestine Conciliation Commission for an intemmsational
regime over Jerusalem and its vicinity should be rejected on grounds of injustice
end utter impracticability.

The Conciliation Commission’s plan treats the problem of Jerusalem out of the
context of the entire Palestine istue, and therefore the entire spproach of the
Commission is purely theoretical, as sn analysis of the recommendations will
easily show.

The plan totelly ignores the fact that only a short time ago a bitter and
bloody Arsb-Jewish war took place, and that Jemusglem formed ome of the main
battlefields in this war. It takes no cognizance of the heavy casualties paid
by Jerusalem Jewry for the defense of the Holy City, including its intemationally

revered shrines; the grave dengen of total extemination faced by the Jews of
Jerusalem; the hunger end thirst they suffered during the many months vhen the
city was incessantly shelled by the Arad invaders, cut off from its hinterland,
blockaded and starved.

How can one come now and tell the nearly one hundred thousand Jews of
Jerusalem that the meny hundreds of young Jewlish lives sacrificed in the "breaske-
through" on the Jerusslem=Tel 4viv Road == at the Kastel, Latrun, etc, —— were
in vain; end that in the future their lives and the lives of thelr children will
be cut off from the State of Isrzel end depend entirely on the same United Nationg
which remained totally inactive in the face of the most brutal onslaughts on
Jerusalem only one year sgo? No community of )iving men and women can be expected
to accept such a plan,

The life of Jerusalem Jewry Is At Stoke

Nor does the plan provide for any reael military protection of the Holy City
under this internetional regime, On the contrary, while stipulating the complete
demilitarization and disarmement of Jeruealem, the plan envisages a police force
of one thousand men, hslf of whom are to be Jewleh and the other half Arab, and
therefore both partisan forcee who mey be confidently expected to be loyal to
thelr respective communities and governments, rather then to the United Nations.
The fact of the matter is that the plan wants the United Nations to take nominal
charge of Jerusalem, without giving it eny real power and strength,

Free Access to the Holy Places

The motivating reascn behind this plan is suppcsedly the desire to provide
intemational protection for the Holy Piaces and free access to them for members
of all religions. It has already been indicated above that the United Nations,
as in the case of Jerusalem, will not dispose of a real force capable of any
defense. The United Natione will have to depend entirecly on the good-will of the
two communities. Accese to the Holy Fleces, moreover, ie physicelly impossible
without the wholehearted cooperation of Isrsel and its government. Jerusslem does
not lie on the sea, Any pllgrims of visitors would have to lend on Israeli terri-
tory and pass through Israell territory in order to reach the Holy Places.



- 2 -

Accordingly, if the repeated assurances and guarantees offered by the Covernment
of Israel for free access o the shrines are not accepved by the intemational
community, the setting up of a United Nations regime in Jerusalea would not solve
the problem.

Jerusalem Is a Jewich City

Ninety percent of the Holy Places is contained within the walls of the 014
City, and the rest is just outside the walls. It is the Holy Places proper that
have t0 be internationalized and not the whole of Jerusazlem. In other words, if
we look for & sound, just and practical solution -- the workability of which must
derend, under the circumstances, on the wholehearted cooperation of both Isrsel
and Trensjordan —- the United Nations should sesk administrative power over the

Holy Places snd not territorial power over the Jerusalem area and its povulation.

If the plan of the Palestine Conciliation Commission is seen from an eco-
nomic viewpoint, its total impracticadility is no less evident, Jerusslem's
economy is not self-contsined. The Holy City has no developed industries. Its
main sources of income in recent years were derived from its having been the
edministrative center of Palestine. If Jerusalem is severed from the rest of
the country, it is condemned to slow but certain economic deterioration.

Jerusalem also depends on Isrsel for its supplies. Agricultural produce
comes to Jernsalem from the countryside, which will be outside the suggested
internationsl zone. Industrial products must gome fo Jerusalem either from the
factories of Isrsel or imported through Israel. Even water must be brought to
Jerusalem by pipes from Isreel. If, as the Oommigeion suzgests, Jerusalem becames

an independent entity and the State of Israel ig not allowed to have any of its
govemmantal institutions there, a sizeable proporticn of the population of
Jervsalem will remain without income and livelihood, and consequently, will have
to Memigrete" from Jerusalem into Israel.

From whatever sspect one analyzes the Conciliation Commission's plan, one
is bound to arrive at the conclusion that the outcome will be tantamount to a
death sentence for the city of Jerusalem and its present inhaditants. Whoever
vants to =zee the Holy City exist and develop in the future must unconditiomally
reject any plans for its intemationalization. Jerusalem and Israel &re one and
indivisible. The prodlem of the Holy Places and free access to them can be best
solved by internationsal administration of the Holy Places proper. Such an adminis-
tration could count on the full cooperation of the Israeli Government, which
repeatedly offered guarantees of free access to the ehrines to members of all
religions,

9/16/49
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JERUSALEM -- ETERNAL AND HOLY CITY OF THE JEWISH PECFLE

From that day some three thousand years ez0 when David, the warrior king,
captured a mountain stronghold of the Jesublites end made it his capital,
Jerusalem has been at the very core of Jewish 1ife and Jewish history. To the
Biblical chronicler of the reigns of the kings of Judah and Israel, Jerusalem
was the city which God "had chosen out of all the tribdes of Israel." To Isalsh,
prophesying of the end of dzys, it was clear that in that better time "the word
of the Lord" would "come forth from Jerusalem" to all the peoples of the earth,
For the exiles of Judsh weeping by the rivers of Babylon, the name and memory
of Jerusslem summed up all their agony end all their faith: "If I forget thes,
0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. Let my tongue cleave to the
roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy."

In the great literary monument of the First Destruction, the Biblical book
of "Lementations", Jerusslem has a unique and central place, Bewailing the
migery end captivity of the people of Judah, "Lementations" can never forget
the specific tragedy of the City of Jerusalem -~ 2 city so dear to the writer
that he describes it in slmost human terms. The very first sentence of the
book is characteristic: "How doth the eity sit solitary, that was full of
people! how is ghe become as a widow! she that was great among the nations,
end princess among the provinces..."

As Jerusalem had sprung first to the mind of the poet lementing its destruc-
tion, so did it spring first to the mind of the prophet rejoicing over the
return from the firet exile - "Bresk forth into joy, eing together ye waste
places of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath comforted his people, He hath redeemed
Jerusalem," It was, indeed, concemn for the welfare of Jerusalem, almost equally
with concern for the welfare of the Jewish community in Judsh, that moved
Nehemiah —- the great founding father of the Second Commonweslth -- to leave
the comfort and prestige of his post in the Persien court of the fifth century
before the common eras. "I was in Shughen the palace, snd Hanani, one of my
brethren came, he snd certain men of Judsh, and I asked them conceming the
Jews that had escaped, that were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem®
When, in answer, he was told of the affliction of the Jews and the bumt gates -
and broken walls of Jerusalem, Nchemish became the arch-type of those other
great leaders who in the centuries after him were to leave the civilization
into which they had become successfully sssimilated and devote their ardor ana
their lives to the rebuilding of Zion. To the Persian King, asking him the
caugse of his sorrowful eppearance, his answer was in epic tems: "Why should
not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres,
lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?" It was to be under
Nehemish's leadership that the city, its walls and its gates were rebuilt.

In the days of the Second Commonwealth, Jerusalem was the cherished center
not only of the Jews in the Land, but of the multitudes scattered in the diaspom
of Egypt and other nearby lends, The Second Destruction of Jewish national 1ife
at the hands of Rome in the year 70 is mirrored in legend end tradition largely
in tems of Jerusalem; so were the hopes of restoration hung upon Jeruszlem.
"Rabbl Joshua the son of Levi said: 'The Holy One, blessed de He, said to Israel:
You have been the caunse of the destruction of my House and the exile of my
children, Pray for the peace of Jerusalem and then will I give you peace.'”

And "Rabbl Jochenan said: 'The Holy One blessed be He has sworn: I will not
enter the Heevenly Jerusalem until I have come into the earthly Jeruszlem.'"
And again "He who moums over Jerusalem will yet see its rejoicing." And "never
will the Shekhinah depart from the Wailing ¥Wall."
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It was not through sentiment and litersture alone thet Jews expressed their
bond with Jerusalem after the Destruction. Thos vho had not been exiled vom
Judea broke into fiery revolt in the year 132 -—- largely becanse the Emperor
Hadrian procleimed plens for rebullding Jerusalem as a Foman colony with a new
eand resplendent temple dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus. From the countries of
the Near East Jews hestened to Falestine in their thousands to fight with the
Jews in the Larné under Bar Eochda. During the three years that they held out
successfully against the Romen legions, significantly, the phrase "Deliversnce
of Jerusalem" was struck acroes the facee of the Roman coins then in use,

The dream of physical recongueast of the Lend and the Holy City died with
Bar Kochba's defest; the spiritual attachment went on. During the 1800 years
of the second dispersion, the prayers, the ceremonies, the literature and the
thinking of Jews throughout the world, reverted again and again with passionate
and prime concern to Jerusalem. The .gnn_d climax of the fegtival of liberation
is the stark and absolute "Next year in Jemusalem." The prayer thet "the voice
of bridegroom end of bride shall soon be heard in the streets of Jerusalen" is
intertwined with the personel rejoicing of m:wlﬁ bride and groom throushout
the world.

Though sfter the failaure of the Bar Kochba revolt, most of the Jews of Judaea
were exterminated, Jerusalem leid waste and Jews forbidden to enter the new city
built on its ruins, Jews made their way to it incessantly, With the Arad Conguest,
the old Roman ban disapnearcd and Jews resettled Jerusalem, even being allowed to
build a synagosue in the Temple area. Despite tie dloody strugzles between
successive Moslem dynasties, Jemsalem!s Jewish communi ty stubbornly held its
ground, reinforced by immigration of Jews fmn Babylon, the Arsb peninsula, Bgypt,
Syria. In the course of the Crussders! almost eomplete extermination of Palestine
Jewry, the worst fate fell to the Jews of Jerusnlem! they were burned alive
inside thelr synagogue. But ressttlement of Jemsalem began even during the
Latin Kingdom and went on through tile centurles, reaching its highest pre-
modern point in the sixteenth century immigratien of the expelled Jews of Spain
and Portugal. In the historic imaginaticn of the Jewich prople, of course, the
symbolic type of the medieval pilgrim to Jerusalem has Peen and remsins the great
figure of Judsh Halevl, Journeying to dengerous Jemisalem in a tiny twelfth
century boat, leaving behind him in Bpainm, home and zarden, family snd friends,
epitomizing a central motive of Jewish history in one line: "My heart is in the
East dbut I »m in the furthest West," singing mesnificent hymns to Jerusalem,
"fairest of view, delight of the wor]:d. city of the great king," dyinz — saccord-
ing to tredition — at the Wailinz Wall,

Pilgrim after pilgrim made his way to Jerusalem, and by the middle of the
nineteenth century -- the threchold of cur era —- eight thousand of the approxi-
mately 15,500 total population of Jerusalem were Jews, In 1B37 with Sir Moses
Montefiore's aid the first houses outeide the walled 014 City were built by Jews,
and ever since, slmost completely as the result of Jewich effort, love znd finan-
cial investment, the New City has grown to its precent size and magnificence, its
Jewish population reaching almost 100,000. This was no simple accident: from
the economic and geogrephicsl viewpoint Jerusalem has almost no justification
for a large population — it has grown because, throughout the ages and particu-
larly in the seventy years of modem Zioniet resettlement, Jews have cheriched
it, locked upon it as their natural cepitol, felt it -- in the religious sense —
particularly "meritorious," particularly desirable, to live in it.



Vg e

- s

Three thousend years of Jewish devotion to Jerusalem reached their climax
in the incredible courage, self-sacrifice and endurence which enabled the Jews
of Jerusalem to endure hunger, thirst, snd bombardment by the Arab Legion in
the dreadful months of the modem siegze of Jerusalem. An ordinary city could
hardly have been held under such adverse circumstasnces. Saving Jewish Jerusalem
meant to every one of its besieged inhabitants saving the heart of Jewish history

and faith, the heart of modern Israel. That heart, so saved, must not now te
cut away.

"If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hend forget her cunning..."

9/16/49



DRAFT OF WIRE

PRESIDENT HARRY 5 TRUMAN
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON DO

IN BEHALYF OF CONGREGATICN oF .
(name) (city)

COMPRISING A MEMBERSEIF OF 3 FTAMILIES, AND GATHERED AT
(nunter)

THIS EIGHE HOLIDAY PERIOD, SACRED TO JEWRY THEOUGHOUT THE WORLD, WHEN OUR
AGE-OLD PRAYERS FILL OUR HEARPS AND MINDS WITH IMPERISHARLE LONGING FOR
JERUSALRM, THE CITY OF 2I0N, I HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO EXPRESS THE FEELINGS
OF DISFAVOR AND DISAGREEMENT OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF THIS CONGREGATION WITH
THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE U.N. PALESTINE CONCILIATION COMMISSION TO
INTERNATIONALIZE THE CITY OF JEEUSALEM. IN OUR VIEW THIS NEW PLAN TO
PLACE ALL JERUSALEM UNIER U.N. JURISDICTICN IS UNJUST, UNREALISTIC AND
IMPRACTICABLE., THE CONCERN OF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD FOR THE SHRINES AND
HOLY PLACES IN JERUSALEM IS EASILY UNDERSTANDANLE AND IS SHARED BY ALL
JEWS. BUT ONLY THE HOLY PLACES -- AND NOT THE WHOLE OF THE CITY -- SHOULD
BE PLACED UNDER UNITED NATIONS SUPERVISION. MAY WE EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT
JERUSALIM WILL BE RESTORED AS THE ROCK AND HOPE OF ISRATL. MAY WE RESPECT-
FULLY URGE THAT THE U, S. DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS REJECT ANY PLAN
WHICHE WOULD SEVER THE NEW CITY OF JERUSALEM FROM THE STATE OF ISRAEL.
SIGNED

9/16/49
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WEITE HCUSE

WASHINGION DO

DURING THIS SACRED PERIOD OF JEWISH FESTIVITY AND PRAYER MAY WE, ON

BEHALF OF TEZ CONGRIGATICN oF

(eity)
FAMILI=S, RESPZOTFULLY

NATICNALIZE m WIRE OITY G‘ Jmm W VIEW THESE RECOMMENDATIONS
AS A TRAGIC m INPRACTIGABLS SCERMZ 70 SZITLE THE THORNY PROBLIM OF THE

FUTURE OF THBHGI.Y m EEEW OITY OF m*ssrmmanmmsxs THE
MAJOR PORTION OF THE CITY, IS 95 PERCERT .rr.wrsg IN POPULATION, ANY PLAN
TO DEPRIVE Ismwmhcmxmmmms&mw ITS HEART
AND SOUL. MAY W3 RESPLQTFUTLY POINT OUT THAT gg PEECINT OF THESE SACEED
INSTITUTIONS LIS WITHIN THE\MALLS OF THE OLDICITY NOW UNDER THE CONPROL
OF THE ARABS, THES ISRANLI GOVSRMLNT HAS ALREADY GRANTED FEEEDOM OF
ACCESS TO ALL HOLY PIACES.WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION AND IS WILLING TO ACCEPT
U.N, SUPEZRVISION OVER THESE EOLY SHERINES, " L,S ANERICANS AND JEWS WE VOICE
OUR CONCEEN OVER THIS MOST RRCZNT PLAN TO PLACE TERUSALTI UNDER ALTEN
JURISDICTION AND SEGHSGATE THE CITY BUILT BY JEWISH TOIL AND SACRIFICE
FROM THE STATE OF ISRANL. WE RESPSCTFULLY EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THE U.S.
DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS WILL EEFUSE TO ACCEPT ANY PLAN WEICH WOULD
DEPRIVE ISRAEL OF THE NEW CITY OF JERUSALEM,

SIGNZD

9/16/49



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE . TererHONE MUrrAY Hir 2-1160 - NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Cable Address: AMZIONIST September 16, 1949

To the ILocal Committees
of the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL:-2

The Jerusalem situation has taken a definite turn for the worse in recent
days; it now appears likely that the United Nations, with the tacit approval of
the United States Government, will adopt a resolution to internationalize all
of Jerusalem, including a sixty-square-mile enclave around the city. I need
not indicate to you how tragic this eventuality could prove to the State of
Israel and the Jews of the world, A Jewish State without Jerusalem is as
inconceivable as a Jewlsh State without Jews.

During the next few weeks, the Council will attempt to bring to the notice
of the administration in Washington the strong disfavor with which the Jews of
America view the recommendations of the UN Palestine Conciliastion Commission to
internationalize Jerusalem. As a first step in this direction, the Council has
invited the rabbinate of America to proclaim from their pulpits during the High
Holiday period the refusal of American and World Jewry to iesce to the
severance of Jerusalem fromIsrael, Although special lettersand informationaldata
(see enclosed material) have been sent from this Council to every rabbi in the
country, may I urge you to reinforce our appeal with & personal visit to the
rabbis of your community, exhorting them to'devote a sermon to the critical problem
of Jerusalem's future.

For your information, the Council encloses also drafts of telegrams --
addressed to President Truman -- which have been prepared for the use of the
Rabbis, their synagogue and Temple officials, Sisterhood presidents, Men's Club
officers, and other organizations a.f.filiated with these congregations. We feel
confident that this type of pressure on the White House will make a profound
impression. The administration in Washington which has been so sensitive in
the past to the sentiments of the Jews of America and their friends should be
glven a clear picture of American Jewry's reaction to this most recent plot
egainst the State of Israel.

May I urge your immediate and wigorous cooperation in this campaign,
We are hopeful that the High Holiday period will mark a definite changs in
the Jerusalem situation. This can be brought about only with your strong and
decisive action. Please be good enough to keep this office informed of the

progress of your activities.
With Zion's greetings, I remain
Sincerely yours,
%Afu "
Jerome Unger
Executive Director

Encs.

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America * Hashomer Hatzair * Labor Zionist Organization of Amulu-l’nlla Zion
Mizrachi Organization of America * United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) * Zionist Organization of America
) Zionists-Revisionists of America




AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE . Tuﬁpnonz MUrray Hor 2-1160 . NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
Cable Address: AMZIONDT September 16, 1949

COPY
Dear Rabbi:

On the very eve of our Holy Days, in the celebratlons and prayers of which Jerusalem
occupies such an important place, the United Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission has
announced its plan for the internationalization of Jerusalem. Writing to you, we do not
have to enlarge on the injustice and impracticability of the Conciliation Commission's
plan for Jerusalem, We must see to it that the voice of the Jews of America is raised es
powerfully as possible in defense of Jewish Jerusalem and in demand for its incorporation
in the State of Israecl. We are confident that you fully share our sentiments. According-
ly, may we take the liberty of meking the following suggestions:

First: That during the Holy Day services in your mgogua either on Rosh Hashana or on
Yom Kippur - you devote one of your semons to an appraisal of the critical nature of the
Jerusalem problem.

Second: That you utilize your best efforts and invite the cooperation of the President
and Officers of your congregation to the end that a telegram or telegrams (in the name of
your Temple or Synagogue, Sisterhood, Men's Club, etc.) be sent to the President of the
United States, urging him to disavow the recommendations of the United Netions Conciliation
Commission to internationalize Jerusalem. Please do not fail us at this Juncture.

We herewith enclosge for your information and use the following material which you may
find helpful in this "Save Jerusalem" campaign. This material contains:

A. Analyticel comments on the Comciliation Commission's plan for
Jerusalem, together with a short historical survey of the Jewish
character of Jerusalem.

B. A reprint of an editoriasl in the New York Hersld Tribune which appeared
on September 15, 1949,

C. Suggested texts for telegrams to the President of the United States to be
sent during the Holy Days period. Naturally, these texts should not be
followed literally, but should be used as a model for your own particular
needs.

We feel confident that you will cooperate with us to the utmost in the urgent tasks
which we face today, and we hope and wish that this coming year may be the year of our
full national redemption. Warmest greetings and earnmest wishes for a very good year.

Sincerely yours,

JU:SR Rabbi Jerome r
Encs. Executive Director

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America ¢ Hushomer Hatzair * Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion
Mizrachi Organization of America * United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) + Zionist Organization of America

e 5D Zionists-Revisionists of America




ANASLYTIOAL OQUMENTS QN THe
U.N, PALESTINE %ﬂcﬁ EOH COMNISSION'S PLAN

FOR AN INTIRWATIONAL REGINE IN JERUSALIM

itar I. Wroug Wito tue Conciiietion Commisrieon's Ploa?

The plen of the U. N. Pelestine Oonciliation Commission for an intgmational
regime over Jemuselem and its vicinity should be rejected on grounds of injustice
snd utter impracticability.

The Conciliation Commiesion’s plan treats the problem of Jerusalem out of the
context of the entire Palestine issue, and therefore the entire spproach of the
Commission is purely theoretical, as an snalysis of the recommendations will
eacsily show.

The plan totally ignores the fact that only a2 short time agzo a bitter and
bloody Arad-Jewish war took place, and that Jesuisalem fomed one of the main
battlefields in this war., It takes no cognigance of the heavy cacueslties paid
by Jerusalem Jewry for the defense of the Holy City, including its intemationally
revered shrines; the grave danger of total extemination faced by the Jews of
Jerusalem; the hunger and thirst they svffered during the meny months when the
city was incessantly shelled by the Arab invaders, cut off from its hinterland,
blockaded and starved.

How can one come now and tell the nearly one hundred thousend Jews of
Jerusglem that the many hundreds of young Jewish lives sacrificed in the "breaks-
throngh" on the Jerusslem-Tel Aviy Road — at the Kastel, Latrun, etc, — were
in vain; and that in the future their lives and the lives of their children will
be cut off from the State of Israsel and depend entirely on the same United Nations,
which remained totally inactive in the face of the most brutal onslaughts on
Jerusalem only one yeer ago?! HNo community of living men and women can be expected
to accept such & plan.

The Life of Jerucalem Jewry Is At Stake

Nor does the plan provide for any real military protection of the Holy City
under this intemational regime, On the contrary, vhile stipulating the complete
demilitarization and disarmement of Jerusalam, the plan envisages a police force
of one thousand men, half of whom are to ve Jewish snd the other half Arsb, snd
therefore both partisan forces who may be confidently expected to be loyal to
their respective communities and zovernmente, rather than to the United Nations.
The fact of the matter is that the plan wants the United Netions to take nominal
charge of Jerusalem, without giving it eny real power and strength.

Free Access to the Holy Plsces

The motivating reason behind this plan {s supposedly the desire to provide
intemational protection for the Holy Places and free access to them for members
of all religions. It has alresdy beem indicated sbove that the United Nations,
as in the case of Jerusalem, will not dispose of a real force capable of any
defense. The United Nations will have to depend entirely on the good-will of the
two communities, Access to the Holy Places, moreover, is physicelly impossible
without the wholehearted cooperation of Israel and its government. Jerusalem does
not lie on the sea, Any pilgrims of visitors would have to land on Israeli terri-
tory end pass through Israeli territory in order to reach the Holy Places.
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Accordingly, 1f the repeated assurances and guarantees offered by the Government
of Israel for free access to the shrines are mot eccepted by the intemational
communi ty, the setting up of a United Nations regime in Jerusales would not solve
the problem,

Jerusalen Is & Jewich City

Ninety percent of the Holy Places is contained within the walls of the 014
City, and the rest is just outside the walle. It is the Holy Places proper that
have tc be internationalized and not the whole of Jerusalem. In other words, if
we look for a sound, just and practical solution —— the workability of which must
depend, under the circumstances, on the wholehearted cooperation of both Israel

and Trensjorden —— the United Nations should seek mdninistrative power over the
H Places snd not territorial powe over the Jerusulem area and its population.

If the plan of the Palestine Conciliation Commission ig seen from an eco-
nomic viewpoint, 1ts total impracsticability is no less evident, Jerusalem's
economy is not self-contained. The Holy City has no developed industries. Its
main sources of imcome in recent years were derived from its having been the
administrative center of Palestine, If Jerusalem is severed from the rest of
the country, it is condemned to slow but certain economic deterioration.

Jerusalem also depends on Israel for its supplies., Agricultural produce
comes to Jemsslem from the countryside, which will be outside the suggested
international zone. Industrial rrodacts must come to Jerusslem either from the
factories of Isrsel or imported through Israel. Even water must be brought to
Jerusalem by pipes from Israsel. If, as the Commissipn suggests, Jeruszlem decomes
an independent entity and the State of Israel ies not allowed to have any of its
governmental institutions there, a2 sizesble proportion of the population of
Jerusalem will remain without income and livelihood, and consequently, will have
to "emigrate" from Jerusalem into Isrzel,

From whatever aspect one anslyzes the Conciliation Commiesion's plen, one
is bound to arrive at the conclusion that the ocutcome will be tantamount to a
death sentence for the city of Jerusslem and fts present inhabitants. Whoever
wants to see the Holy City exist and develop in the future must unconditionally
reject any plans for its intemationalization. Jerusslem and Israel are one and
indivigible. The problem of the Holy Flaces and free access to them can be best
solved by intermationsal administration of the Holy Places proper. Such an sdminie-
tration could count on the full cooperation of the Isrselil Govemment, which
repeatedly offered guarantees of free access to the shrines to members of all
religlons.

9/16/49



JERUSALEM -~ ETEENAL AND BOLY CITY OF THE JEWISH PECPLE

From that day some three thousand years ago when David, the warrior king,
captured a mountain stronghold of the Jesubltes and made i1t his capital,
Jerusalem has been at the very core of Jewigh life 2nd Jewish hisiory. To the
Biblical chronicler of the reigns of the kings of Judah and Israel, Jerusalem
was the city which God "had chosen out of all the tribes of Isrmel." To Isaizh,
prophesying of the end of dsys, it was clear that in that better time "the word
of the Lord" would "come forth from Jermsalem" to all the peoples of the earth.
For the exiles of Judsh weeping by the rivers of Babylon, the name and memory
of Jerusszlem summed up all their agony eand all their faith: "If I forget thee,
0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cumning. Let my tongue cleave to the
roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusclem above my chief joy."

In the great literery monument of the First Destruction, the Biblical bool
of "Lementations", Jerusslem has & unique &nd centrel place, Bewailing the
misery and captivity of the peovle of Judah, "Lamentations" can never forget
the specific tragedy of the City of Jerusalem -- a city so dear to the writer
that he describes it in almost human terms. The very first sentence of the
book is characteristic: "How doth the eity sit solitary, that was full of
people! how is she become as a widow! she that was great smong the nations,
and princess among the provinces..."

As Jerusalem had sprung first to the mind of the poet lamenting its destrue-
tion, so éid it spring first to the mind of the mrophet rejoicing over the
return from the first exile - "Bresk forth into joy, eing together ye waste
places of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath comforted his people, He hath redeemed
Jerusalem." It wes, indeed, concermn for the welfare of Jerusalem, almost equally
with concern for the vwelfare of the Jewlch community in Judsh, that moved
Nehemish -- the great founding father of the Second Commonwealth —— to leave
the comfort and prestige of his post in the Persian court of the fifth century
before the common era. "I was in Shushen the palace, and Hanani, one of my
brethren came, he snd certain men of Judsh, end I asked them conceming the
Jews that had escoped, that were left of the ceptivity, and concerning Jerusalem"
When, in answer, he was told of the gffliction of the Jews and the bdumt gates
and broken walls of Jerusalem, Nchemish became the arch-type of those other
great leaders who in the centuries after him were to leave the civilization
into which they had become successfully assimilated and devote their ardor ana
their lives to the rebuilding of Zion. To the Fersian King, asking him the
cause of his scrrowful eppearance, his answer was in epic tems: "Why chould
not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres,
lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?" It was to de under
Nehemish's leadership that the city, its walle end its gates were rebuilt.

In the days of the Second Commonwealth, Jerusalem was the cherished center
not only of the Jews in the Laond, but of the multitudes scattered in the diaspom
of Egypt and other nearby lands, The Second Destiuction of Jewish nationzl 1life
at the hands of Rome in the year 70 is mirrored in legend and tradition largely
in tems of Jerusalem; so were the hopes of restoration hung upon Jeruszlem,
"Rabbi Joshua the son of Levi said: 'The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Israel:
You have been the cause of the destruction of my House &nd the exile of my
children. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem and then will I give you peace,'"

And "Rabbl Jochanan said: 'The Holy Cne blessed be He has sworn: I will not
enter the Heavenly Jerusalem until I have come into the earthly Jerusalem,'"

And sgein "He who moums over Jerusalem will yet see its rejoicing." And "never
will the Shekhinan depart from the Weiling Wall."



—2“

It was not through sentiment and literature alone that Jews expressed their
bond with Jerusalem after the Destruction. Thos who had not been exiled ‘om
Judea broke into fiery revolt in the year 132 —— largely because the Emperor
Hadrian proclaimed plans for rebuilding Jsrusalem as a Fomsn colony with a new
and resplendent temple dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus. From the countries of
the Near East Jews hestened to Palestine in their thousands to fight with the
Jews in the Land under Bar Eochba. During the three years that they held out
successfully against the Roman legione, significantly, the phrase "Deliverance
of Jerusalem" was struck across the faces of the Eoman coins then in use.

The dream of physical recongunest of the Lend and the Holy City died with
Bar Kochba's defeat; the spiritual attachment went on. During the 1800 years
of the second dispersion, the prayers, the ceremonies, the literature and the
thinking of Jews throughout the world, reverted again and again with passionate
and prime concern to Jerusalem. The grand climex of the festivael of liberstion
is the sterk and absolute "Next year in Jerusalem." The preyer that "the voice
of bridegroom end of bride shall soon be heard in the streets of Jerusalen" is
intertwined with the personzl rejoicing of the Jewish brice and groom throughout
the world.

Though after the failure of the Bar Kochba revolt, most of the Jews of Judae
vere exterminated, Jeruselem lald waste and Jews forbidden to enter the new city
built on its ruins; Jews made their vay to it incesSantly. With the Arab Conguest
the old Roman ban disapneared snd Jews resettled Jerusalem, even being allowed tc
build a synagozue in the Tomple ares. Despite the bloody strugzles between
successive Moelem dynastiss, Jernzalem's Jevish commnnity stubbornly held its
ground, reinforced by imaigretion of Jews from Babyicn, the Ared peninsula, Egypt
Syria. In the course of the Crugaders' almost complete exvemmination of Palestin
Jewry, the worst fete fell %o the Jews of Jerusalem: they were burned alive
inside thelr svnazogne. Bul resettlement of Cernsalem bezan even during the
Latin Kingdom and wvent on throush the centuries, reaching its highest pre-
modern point in the sixteenth century immigration of the expelled Jews of Spain
and Portugal., In the historic imaginetion of the Jewich people, of course, the
symbolic type of the medievel pilgrim to Jerusalem hes teen and remains the great
figure of Judsh Helevi, loumeying to dangerous Jerusslem in a tiny twelfth
century boat, leaving behind him in Spain, home end garden, family and friends,
epitomizing a central motive of Jewish history in one line: "My heart is in the
East but I =m in the furthest Vest," singing megnificent hymns to Jerusalem,
"fairest of view, delight of the vo:_rld.. city of the great king," dying — accord-
ing to tradition —— at the Wailing Wall,

Pilgrim after pilgrim mede his way to Jerusalem, and by the middle of the
nineteenth century —— the threchold of our era -- eight thousand of the approxi-
mately 15,500 total population of Jerusalem were Jewr. In 1837 with Sir Moses
Montefiore's aid the first houses outside the walled Old City were built by Jews,
and ever since, almost completely as the result of Jewish effort, love and finan-
cial investment, the New City has grown to its present size and magnificence, it:
Jewish population reaching almost 100,0C0. This was no simple sccident: from
the economic and geographical viewpoint Jerusalem has almost no Justification
for a large population —— it has grown because, throughout the ages and particu-
larly in the seventy years of modem Zionist resettlement, Jews have cherished
it, looked upon it as their natural capitol, felt it -~ in the religious sense —
particularly "meritorious," particularly desirable, to live in it.
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Three thoussnd years of Jewish devotion to Jerusalem reached their climax
in the incredible courage, self-sacrifice and endursnce which enabled the Jews
of Jerusalem to endure hunger, thirst, and Dombardment by the Arad Legion in
the dreadful months of the modem siege of Jerusalem. An ordinary city conld
hardly have been held under such adverse circumstances. Saving Jevish Jerusalem
meant to every one of its besieged inhabitants seving the heart of Jewish history
and faith, the heart of modern Isrzel. That heart, so saved, must not now te
cut away.

"If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hend forget her cunning..."

9/16/49



DRAFT OF WIRE

PRESIDENT HARRY § TRUMAN
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON DC

IN BEHALF OF CONGREGATION or ’
{name) (city)

COMPRISING A MEMRERSHIP OF FAMILIES, AND GATHERED AT
(nunber)

THIS HIGH HOLIDAY PERICD, SACRED 70 JEWRY THROUGHOUT THE WOKLD, WHEN OUR
AGE-OLD PRAYERS FPILL OUR HEARTS AND MINDS WITH IMPERISHABLE LONGING FOR
JERUSALEM, THE CITY OF 2ICN, I HAVE BEEN INSTRUOTED TO EXPRESS THE FEELINGS
OF DISFAVOR AND DISAGREWMENT OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF THIS CONGREGATION WITH
THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE U.N. PALESTINE CONCILIATION COMMISSION TO
INTERNATIONALIZE THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, IN OUR VIEW THIS NEW PLAN T0
PLACE ALL JERUSALEM UNIER U.N, JURISDICTION IS UNJUST, UNEEBALISTIC AND
IMPRACTICABLE. THE CONCERN OF THE CERISTIAN WORLD FOR THE SHRINES AND
HOLY FLACES IN JERUSALEY IS EASTLY UNDERSTANDABLE AND IS SHARED BY ALL
JEWS. BUT ONLY THE HOLY PLACES -~ AND NOT THE WHOLE OF THE CITY -- SHOULD
BE PLACED UNDER UNITHD NATIONS SUPERVISION. MAY WE EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT
JERUSAL®M WILL BE RESTORED AS THE ROCK AND HOPE OF ISRAEL., MAY WE RESFECT-
FULLY URGE THAT THE U, S. DELEGATION T THE UNITED NATIONS REJECT ANY FLAN
WHICE WOULD SEVER THE NEW CITY OF JERUSALEM FROM THE STATE OF ISRAEL.
SIGNED

9/16/49



DRAFY OF WIEE

THE PRESIDENT
THE WEITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC
DURING THIS SACRED PERIOD OF JEWISH FESTIVITY AND PRAYSR MAY WE, ON
BEHALF OF THE CONGRIGATICN oF

(name) (eity)
AND REFRESENTING A M"MBERSHIP OF - ) FAMILISS, RESPIOTFULLY
PETITION YOU TO TAK® COGNIZANCE OF THE UNJUST AND UNRZALISTIC RECOMMENDA-
TIONS OFFERD BY THE UN PALESTINE CONCILIATION COMMISSION TO INTER_
NATIONALIZE THE ENTIRS OITY OF JERUSALEM, W3 VIZW THESE RECOMMENDATIORS
AS A TRAGIC AND INPRACTICABLE SCHEME TO SZITLE THE THORNY PROBLEM OF THE

FUTURE OF THE HOLY CITY, THE NEW CITY OF JEZRUSALEM, WEICH COMPRISES THE

MAJOR PORTION OF THZ CITY, IS 95 PERCENT JEWISH IN POPULATION., ANY PLAN
TO DEPRIVE ISRASL OF THE NEW CITY WOULD ROB.THE JEWISE STATE OF ITS HEART
AND SOUL, MAY WZ RESPUCTFULLY POINT OUT THAT 90 PERCENT OF THESE SACRED
INSTITUTIONS LIE WITHIN THE WALLS OI'THE_ OLD CITY NOW UNDER THE CONTROL
OF THE ARABS, THE ISRAELI GOVARNM:NT HAS ALREADY GRANTED FREEDOM OF
ACCESS TO ALL HOLY PLACES WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION AND IS WILLING TO ACCEFT
U.N. SUPERVISICN OVER THESE HOLY, SEEINES, A AS AMERICANS AND JEWS WE VOICE
OUR CONCERN OVER THIS MOST R=CENT PLAN TO PLACE JERUSAL™M UNDER ALIEN
JURISDICTION AND SEGREGATE THE CITY BUILT BY JEWISH TOIL AND SACRIFICE
FROM THE STATE OF ISRAEL. WE RESPECTFULLY EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THE U.S.
DELEGATION TO TES UNITED FATIONS WILL REFUSE TO ACCEPT ANY PLAN WHICH WOULD
DEPRIVE ISRAEL OF THE NEW CITY OF JERUSALEM,

SIGNED

9/16/48



FRESS RELEASE

from AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL

342 Madigon Avenue, New York 17, N, Y.
MUrrey Hill 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LIPSKY SCORES U,N., PLANS FOR JERUSALEM FOR
"TAKING THE HEART QUT OF THE STATE OF ISRAELY
CALLS INTERNATICNALIZATION PLAN "MORAL OUTRAGE" AND
"OFFENSE AGAINST HISTORY AND TRADITION'

New York, Sept. 14 —- Mr, Louis Lipsky, chaimmen of the Amcrican Zionist
Council, declared todasy that the plan submitted by the U.N, Pelestine Conciliae-
tion Commission for the intemationalization of Jerusalem was "both unjust and
impracticable” and thet it would "be rejected by every Jew in every land',

Speeking at a press conference, Mr. Iipesky said that in the view of the
American Zionist movement, the proposed plan "would take the heart out of the
State of Isrsel" and that it was "inconceiveble that there should be a sovereign
State of Israel without a Jewish Jerusalem". He pointed out that the Jews con-
stituted 95% of the population of the New Jity of Jerusalem end that practically
all of the Hoiy Places about which Christians are concerned lie within the 0ld
City now under Arsb control.

Mr. Lipsky further asserted that "as Americens and as Jews, we protest the
placing of Jerusalem under alien jurisdiction and segregating the city tuilt by
Jews from the new-born State of Israel as a moral outrage and an offense sgainst
history and tradition."

The full text of Mr., Lipsky's stetement follows:

(more)
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"With regard to the proposzl of the United Nations Falestine Conciliation
Commission, I would point out that the State of Israel will doudbtless make its
reply through its delegation in the General Assemdly of the United Natioms.

"In the view of the American Zionist Council, however, spesking for all
American Zionists, the proposzl would be rejected by every Jew in every land as
being both unjust and impracticable. The propossl would take the heart out of
the State of Israel end place the Holy City under the political control of an
intemational body, The New City of Jerusalem, known as Jewish Jerusslem, is
95% Jewizh in population, end it is inconceivable that there should be a sovereig
State of Israel without a Jewish Jeruselem, If the United Nations is concermed
for freedom of access to the shrines and the holy institutions, we point out that
9C% of the Holy Places lle within the walls of the 01d City under the control of
the Arabs, and that the Isrzeli Covermment hae slresdy granted the freedom of
access to all Holy Places within its juris@iction, end is willing to accept
United Netions protection over thesa Holy Places.

"As Americens and ss Jews, we protest the placing of Jerusalem under alien
Juriediction, and segregating the eity built by Jews from the new-born State of

Israel as a moral outrsge end an offense ageinst history and tredition."
JUSE 7 .

#356 - 9/14/49



PRESS RELEASE ~ —-orn-
Zionist Organization of America

from AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL Miveck Orgeioion o A

Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion

Zionists-Revisionists of America
342 Madison Avenue . New York 17, N. Y. s
MUrray Hill 2-1160 United Labor Zionist Parly a2

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LIPSKY ASKS FOR U,S, "FAIR DEAL" FOR ISRAEL
ZIONIST COUNCII HEAD SAYS DISTURBING REPORTS CANNOT BB DISMISSED
WITH "EASY PHRASES OF DIPLOMATIO LANGUAGEM
CALLS FOR END OF "AMERICAN SUPPORT OF EFFORTS TO CONVERT
DEFEAT OF ARAB AGGRESSION INTO POLITICAL VICTORY®

New York, N. Y., September 14 -- My, Louis Lipsky, newly-elected chaimmen
of the Americen Zionist Council, today voiced the deep concermn of American
Zionists over the many disturbing reports that the United States Government is
"now pressing for a solution to certain aspects of the problem of the Middle
East which we are bound to rezard as hostile to the bdasic interests of Israel,"”
He added that these reports canmot be dismissed "with the easy phrases of
diplomatic language,"

The Zionist leader called for a "Fair Deal¥attitude by President Truman
towards Israel. Specifically, he czlled for "an end to American support of
efforts to convert the defeat of Arab aggression into a politicel victory at
the expense of the people end the State of Israel.

Mr. Lipsky also called for en end to all "overt or covert pressures”
on Isrsel to cede parts of its territory to Arad states, and urged the United
States not to support eny policy which would call upon Israsl "to absord

(more)



impossible numbers of Arab refugees who fled Palestine at the dehest of Arab
war leaders,"

Requesting that assurances be given by our Government that "henceforth
Israel will be pemitted to develop in peace end security," he called for active
American support for the initietion of direct negotiations between Isrsel and
the Arab states, looking toward finsl peace settlements.

The full text of Mr. Lipsky's statement follows!

"I have accepted the chaimanship of the American Zionist Council as an
opportunity to serve the Zionist camse in a difficult time, It was the Counecil,
under the exciting chetmmanship of Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, which led in mobiliz-
ing American public opinion in support of the Zionist movement end helped to
pave the way for the establishment of the State of Isrsel.

"There is an urgent need for continuing the work of the Council with
greater vigor and devotion than ever before. Israel has a long way to go to
reach its goal of security end peace, Many of its enemies are still unreconciled
to the new situation created by decisions of the United Nations., There are
difficult dsys shead, The true friends of Israel will have to stand by its
side in the coming days of trial and strugzle. Jews and Chriestians will be
called upon to unite in support of the hercic efforts of the people of Israel
to maintsin their freedom and, at the seme time, to provide homes for the tens
of thousands of Jews who are findingz thelir way back to the Jewish land,

"Gratitude to President Truman and the Americsn Congress has been
expressed by the American Zionist Council on a number of occasions for the
part they have played in launching the State of Israel. Disturding reports
have come from many sources, however, that the United States Government is now
pressing for a solution to certain aspects of the problem of the Middle Fast
which we are bound to regard as hostile to the basic interests of Isrsel. These
reports cannot be dismissed, and our anxiety relieved, with the easy phrases of

diplomatic language. (
more)
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"The Council is deeply interassted in knowing whether President Truman's
'Pair Deal! attitude is intended to include the State of Israel. If so, this
calls for an end to Americen support of efforts to convert the defeat of Arab
aggression into a political victory at the expense of the people and the State
of Israel, It calls for an end to all overt or covert pressures on Israel to
cede parts of its territory to Arad states and to absord impossible numbers of
Arad refugees who fled Falestine at the behest of Arad war leaders. On the
other hand, it calls for active American eupport for the immediate initiation
of direct negotiations between Israel and the Aradb states looking toward a
final peace settlement.

"It cennct be overlooked that every éiscussion between Great Britain and
the United States with regard to Palestine hes produced schemes to further
Great Power interests at the expense of lsrael, If, as most recent reports
indicate, the current discussions between Oreat Britain and the United States
are to include the reconsideration of strategic defense plans in the Middle
Bast, it is our duty as Americans and as Jews to ask that assurances be given
by our Government that henceforth Israel will be mermitted to develop in peace
and security in the territory it has won by decision of the United Nations and

by the blood of its heroic defenders,"

o

#355 - 9/14/49
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MEMORANDUM

Toe  Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date  pyeust 17, 1949

From e Praesidium

To keep you infomed, we are enclosing extracts from a number
of recent newspaper stories 4indicating that the enemies of
Israel in the State Department have again revived the scheme
to lop off & major portion of the Negev from Isrsel. This
time their pretense is that a compromise solution on Arab
refugees can be reached only on the basis of a "territorial
adjustment" on the part of the Jewish State. The "terri-
torial adjustment" which they seek is the relinquishing to
the Arabs of the southem portion of the Negev, including
Elath and Aqaba, This scheme is, of course, not a new one,
It has been cropping up at intemittent intervals during the
past two years whenever the British l'omi@ Office felt that
the time was ripe. On all occasions American public opinion

was able to rise in wrath sgainst those sinister political
nachinauml end cause thoir subsequent defeat.

The present picture at the moment sppears critical; we must
be prepared for any eventuazlity that may threaten the exist-
ence and future welfare of Israel. In the next few days we
may have to call upon you for concrete action.

1d
encs,



Excerpts from NEW YORK TIMES August 12, 1949

U, S, PREPARES FLAN FOR ARAB REFUGEES
Compromise Would Ask Israel to Accept 250,000
and to Give Up Part of Negev
Tel Aviv is Held Opposed
Government Believes It Has Jeopardized Its Political Life
Already with 100,000 Offer

By Gene Currivan

Tel Aviv, Israel, August 11 -- The United States, probably in collaboration
with France and Turkey, its fellow members on the United Nations Palestine Con-
ciliation Commission, is preparing a compromise plan on the Arab refugees designed
to bring peace to the Middle East, it was leamed authoritatively tonight.

The proposal would call for the retum of 250,000 Arabs to Israel and would
also reguire Israel to relinquish the lower part of the Negev, desert area in the
south, The plan possibly may offer the Gaza strip, now held by the Egyptians, as
compensation for the Negev, but this point has not yet been worked out.

In retumn for these concessions, the United States is prepared to underwrite
the cost for resettling the Arabs and to pemmit Israel to retain ell other terri-
tory acquired after the United Nations partition plan of November 29, 1947, and
thereby lay the foundation for a lasting peace.

There is every reason to believe that such a proposal would be flatly declined
by the Israeli Government, which believes it already has jeopardized its political
life by offering to take back 100,000 Arabs and which, it ie felt, under no circum-
stances would give up one acre of the Negev.

LI I

Excerpts from NEW YORK POST August 13, 1949

BRITAIN RESUMES SALE OF ARMS TO ARABS; U. S. READY TO FOLLOW
By John Hohenberg

Lake Success, August 12 -- Britain today resumed ams sales to the Aradb
nations that lost the war against Israel, with strong indications that the U, S.
would follow soon.

The resumption of ams shipments coincides with a renewed drive to force
Israel to give up a part of the Negev, Palestine's southern desert, so Britain's
Arab allies would be linked by a land bridge. Reports from Lausenne say the UN
Conciliation Commission wants Isrsel to yield some of the Negev, take back 250,000
Areb refugees and take the Gaza area, now held by Egypt, in retum,

Isreel is bouné to refuse despite the heavy pressure.

W¥hile the U. S. end Britain are pledged to a "moral embargo" on arms ship-
ments, in order to prevent an arms race between Isrsel and the Arabs, there is no
indication that the new British ams shipment will be in eny limited quantity,

Fighting plenes, it was pointed out, aren't necessary for "intemal Arad security.”

B
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Bditorial from NEW YORK POST Ausust 14, 1949

NEW OFFENSIVE AGAINST ISRAEL: Once again Israel faces dad diplomatic news.
Lifting of the U. N. Middle East ams embargo may mean a form of pro-Arad "neu~
trality" under vhich the western arsenals promote a new Arab military adventure;
it occurs simultaneously with reports of new Anglo-American pressure to force
Israel to surrender a part of the Negev. The full consequences of these develop-
ments could be gruesome. They could mean a revival of the tragic policy, com-
pounded of blunder and ignorance, malice and miscelculation, that shadowed U, S,
actions in 1948, Israel will survive, as some statesmen were amazed to leam
last year. The crucial question for us is whether we will again risk our own
political and moral prestige by stumbling anew into an anti-Israel fommation,
Have we learned nothing? Or are the men who falsely predicted in 1948 that
Isreel could not endure still trying to salvage thelr reputations as propheis?

L B

Lausanne, August 14 -« Tel Aviv reports that the U, §, has proposed the
surrender by Israel of the whole of the southemn Negev were categorically denied
today by an Israeli delegation spokesman. He sald that at no time had the
United States formally made this proposal.

The Lausenne talks, under the auspices of the UN Conciliation Commission,
were continuing, he said, adding that considerable progress was made today in
a meeting of the Jerusalem subcommittee., The Israell delegation, he went on,
was still hopeful of a successful outcome of discussiong involving also the
four Arab states of Egypt, Transjordsn, Syria and Lebanon,

Reverting to the reported American proposals; he explained that throughout
the Lausanne talks there had been many conversations, with Mark F, Ethridge, then
with Raymond Hare and more recently with Panl A, Forter, during which the question
of territory was informally discussed,

The Americans had all along argued, he recalled, that Israel must give ter-
ritorial compensation for keeping western Galilee. They had sounded out the
Israeli delegetion regarding regions which might be given up by the new state.
Mr. Porter had inquired two weeks ago into the Israell attitude to a sugzestion
that the southern Negev might be surrendered by Israel.

He was at that time informed by the chief Israeli delegate, Reuven Shilosh,
that Israel would resist such 2 proposesl to the utmost and if there was one issue
which could turn Israeli public opinion against westem orientation, it would be
United States insistence that Israel must give up part of the Negev.

After that the Americans did not agein raise this issue in Lausenne. The
view of both Commission members and the Israelis in Lausanne is that Mr. Porter's
mission to Washington is primarily concerned with other matters, mainly Mr.
Porter's instructions.
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_ AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

August 8, 1949
To Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date ey

From The Praesidium

Bepeated newspaper stories regarding the plight of the Arsb
refugees from Israel give currency to a grossly exageerated number of
these refugees. It is important that American public opinion be sdu-
cated to disregard the fantastic claims of 800,000, 900,000, and
1,000,000 Arab refugees, made by pro-Arab circles, and be acquainted
with the true facts of the situation.

It is suggested, therefore, that you should try to have a letter
to the editor published in the peper correcting this impression. The
attached three drafts may be used by you as & basis for the letter %o
be written locally to the editor. There is no need, of course, to
reproduce either one of these drafts literally. If you succeed in
placing a letter on the subject in one or more of your local newspepers,

kindly let us have a copy of the published letter.



Dear Sir:

The recent story which appeared in your paper regarding the future of
Arab refugees from Israel again indicates the confusion existing in the
public mind with reference to the numerical size of the problem, All kinds
of figures have been mentioned, ranging all the way from 500,000 to 1,000,000,
Bince the total Arab population of the part of Palestine now included in
Israel amounted to 738,000, end since over 170,000 Arabs are now living in
Israel, it is manifest that 560,000 represents the maximum number possible
of such refugees, Aradb sources and circles that seem to be uncritically
friendly to the Arabs operate with much larger figures, but it is difficult
to see vhere those refugees come from. The Intemational Red Cross estimates
the number of refugees, for purposes of United Nations Relief, at about
750,000, but it freely admits that this figure includes a large part of the
resident population of the Arsb parts of Palestine who never fled anywhere
from anyone, as well as many Bedouins who actually moved to the areas where
refugees are congregated in order to share in the relief being distributed

there.



SUGGESTED LETTER

Dear Sir:

Your recent story sbout Arab refugees from Israel, although it focuses
attention on a very important human problem, errs seriously in its statistics.
The number of . + « + given in your story, as well as the other estimates
which have recently appeared in the press and which go all the way from
750,000 to 1,000,000, represents an arithmetical impossibility. The former
Britich administration in Palestine which liked to emphasize the Arad
character of the country and therefore was prone to over-estimate the number
of Arabs living there, put the Arab population of the part of the country
now under Israeli control at 736,000. About 170,000 Arabs are now living in
Israel. Even on the basis of the exaggerated British stetistics, the number
of Areb refugees from Israel cannot therefore possibly exceed 566,000, The
above remark is not made with a view to minimizing the issue. These 566,000
persons are as much entitled to pemmanent homes and decent conditions of
life as 21l other human beings. Nothing is to be gained, however, by

exaggerating their number.



SUGGESTED LETTER

Dear Sir:

While it is universally admitted that the Arad refugee problem is a grave
and ominous one, there is no unanimity at 21l on the question of how many bona
fide Palestine Arad refugees there are who now languish in the Arab countries of
the Middle East — victims of the recent Arab-Israeli hostilities. Obviously,
it would be a difficult and painstaking task to conduct a populstion census to
determine the exact number of Arad emigres, but it might te worth the effort if
it would dispel, once snd forever, the conflicting estimates on this issue put
out by persons snd parties allegedly in the "know'.

The figures vary wvith the times. ILittle over a year ago, the popular esti-
mate was that & quarter million Palestine Arabs had been rendered homeless by
the war in the Holy Lend., With each new month the figure advanced by many many
thousands; by the early part of this year, the figure had snowballed to close to
the million mark. Therealter the estimate dwindled to 750,000 and has generally
remained at this level despite the vacillaiions of partisan groups and their
statisticians., }

Yet, even this figure —- which has become the popularly-quoted one -- is not
without its detractors. The Israeli Government, for one, has steaedily maintained
that the number of Arab refugees never exceeded 550,000. This figure, it main-
tains, has been decreased slizhtly in recent months due to the devious but steady
infiltration of Arabs into the borders of Israel, =and due also to the newly-
adopted Isrseli policy of =zllowinz those refugee Arebg who have relatives in
Israel to be readmitted there, The estimate mow offered by Israeli sources is
520,000,

fi e
There appears to be one accepted explanation why the Arad rerngeejcggr.rtinues
to be pegged at its present inflated number, The reason is bound up with the
answer to the question -- when is & refugee not a refugee?! It has come to light
that a great many of the distraught and destitute Arad "refugees" were —- and
are -— distraught and destitute without ever having budged a single inch from
the chelter of their four walls during the Palestine hostilities of last year.

In a dispatch by Albion Ross, New York Times correspondent in Beirut,
Lebanon dated May 14th, that reporter noted:

"The Intermational Red Cross, which is reponsidle for the feeding
anc care of refugees in Palestine, is urging United Nations Pales-
tine relief headquarters here to recognize a large part of the
resident population in perts of Palestine held by the Arad Legion ,
as resident refugees. The reason, according to Intemational Red
Cross representatives here, is that a great part of the resident
population of the Hedbron, Jerusalem and Nablus areas, meking up
Arab-held East Palestine, has become completely destitute....

"Red Cross workers have said that it was becoming increasingly
difficult to differentiate, as far as destitution was concemed,
between the refugees and the residents, as the Arab-occupied areas
do not produce sufficient food or saleble goods to nourish more
then a small percentage of the resident population,"”

This would indicate, according to the best and most impartial source avalle
able (for the Intematimal Red Cross has been immaculately unpolitical in its



handling of the Middle Bast refugee guestion), that the 750,000 figure is an
ali-inclusive one! that 41t commts within its roster bona fide Arsb refugees
vho quit their homes because of the War, the Arad poor and destitute of Arab-
held Zast Palestine whose position worsened when the flow of foodstuffs was
choked off, Arab Bedouins who move with the seasons -— end with the dole, ete.

In all references to the tragic Arad refugee problem, one cardinal point
must be kept in mind at all times. Aradb refugeeism is a direct consequence of
the war launched by the Arab States against the Jews of Isrzel. It will de
recalled that it was not Isrsel which began the warfare; it was the invasions
by six of its neighbors which forced the Jewich State into a2 war that it never
soughts. Even when the hostilities reached their most intense pitch, the Israeli
authorities sought to induce the Arabs in the contested areas to remain in their
homes, offering them guarantees for thelr protection and security.

There ic the well-known case of the wholesale flight of the Arabs from Haifa,
The Isroelis had made repeated requests to the Arabs to remsin in Haifa. For e
time, at least, it sppeared that they would. Then the Arad Eigher Committee made
an snnouncement over the air urging all Arebs to quit Haifs, The reason given waw
that upon the final withdrawal of the Britich, the combined amies of the Arad
states would invade Palestine and drive the Jews into the sea. It was clearly
intimated that those Arads who mai.nei in Heifa end mccepted Jewish protection
would be regarded as renegades,

This factor cannot bBe glossed over superficially wvhen the problem of Arab
refugees, in 1ts larger picture, is being weighed by the leglslators of inter-
national justice,

Sincerely yours,



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To,

MEMORANDUM

Chaimen of Local Fmergency Committees Date August 8, 1949

The Praesidium

The Jewish Agency for Palestine, vhich is sponsoring a daily broadcast from
Israel ("Report from Isrsel") over Station WMCA in New York City, has informed
the Council that recordings of this program are now evailable to affiliated
bodies of this orgsnization for broadcasting purposes throughout the country.
These recordings will be available at a very nominal cost.

"Beport from Iersel”, conducted by the well-known American commentator
Arthur Holtzmenn in Tel Aviv, is an on-the-spot progrem which features
interviews with Israeli personalitiss, Government spokesmen, distinguished
visitors to Israel, etc. It also gives comprehensive coverage to Israell
news and is replete with feature material of interest to Jew end Christien
alike.

Mr., Holtzmenn's commentary runs approximately eight minutes in lemgth. It
would not be difficult to build up a full fifteen-minute broadcast around

the Holtmzmenn recording., This can be done by including Isrseli music in the
progrem, brief talke by locel Zioniet or Christian leaders, the injection of
commercials, ete, Commercials should be of & publio-spirited nature, such es,
appeals in behalf of the UJA, the ACPC, the JUF, etc,

The Jewish Agency will make each "Report from Israel” broadcast availsble at
$8.00 per recording, Thus, a once-per week broadcast will cost $28.00; a
twice-per week program will cost $16.00, etc. In most cases, it should not
be too difficult to secure radio time gratis from local stations on a publiec
service basis, In the event you may require & sarmmle recording to present to
your loczl station, this office will be happy to comply with your request.

We urge you to teke advantage of this opportunity, At en almost negligible
sum it is now possible to acquire a regular weekly (twice-weekly or more
frequently scheduled) radlo program which has already proved of inestimable
value to the public relations work of the Zionist movement,

Please let us know whether any local station is interested in the project and
how many recordings per week you will require.

WDK:SR
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342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM
Chairmen of lLocal Emergency Committees e June 10, 1949

Abe Tuvim

You have undoubtedly noticed recent press dispatches from
Washington and Leusanne indicating a serious deterioration in the
attitude of the Department of State toward Isrzel, The attached
copies of a few recent news dispatches will give you the highlights
of the story. In eddition, I asttach a memorandum setting out the
background of the present crisig and the s which will presunably
have to be taken in order to bring sbout am nt.

Your urgent attention is mito‘a. to this memorandum, It is
imperative that you arrange for an immediate discussion of the situae
tion in the light of the memorandum with the editors of your local
newspapers, with a view to stimlating favorable editorials along
these lines, I would appreciate your mnlcopiuef any
editorials which may result from this action,

Please stand by for such further action as we may find it
necessary to request you to undertake,

Regardss

AT1ASR



. Recent developments in Weshington and Lausanne indicate that tendencies
hogtile to Israel have once more gained the upper hand in the Department of
State, With the attention of President Truman largely concentrated on legis-
lative issues and with Secretary of State Acheson out of the country, it seems
that these hostile tendencies are enjoying for the moment a falrly free hand
in determining the policy of the United States Government toward Israel,

Anti-Israel and pro-Arab sentiments, as we kmow from experience, are too
widely spread in the Department to be placed at the door of any particular
official or group of officials within the Department, They rather permeate the
entire operating staff of the Department!s Middle Eastern divisions., _Whenever
strict supervision by the White House is relaxed, these sentiments assert them-
selves anews At the present juncture thig seems again to be the case,

The following are the major elements of the present disquieting situation:

1, The principal trend now apparent in the Department of State is the
revival of the hope of a group of Department of State officials that it will dbe
possible to return to something akin to the abortive "Bernadotte Plan" advanced
last summer and rejected by the Us Ne Assembly, The Egyptian Government being
clearly unwilling to assume the burden of administering Gaza and taking care of
the Arab refugees located there, it is the hope of the State Department officials
and of their collesgues in the British Foreign Office that Egypt might be per=
suaded to cede that area to Transjordan or permit its use as a base by Britain,
This, in turn, would be followed by 2 demand for the cession by Israel of a con=
siderable part of the Negev to Transjordan, 0 as to insure an uninterrupted
connection from Transjordan to the Mediterranean, This projected expansion of
Transjordan at the expense of Israel can only be understood in the light of the
treaty between Great Britain and Transjordan under which the latter country
serves as a military base for the British Empire., Once more territorial arrange-
ments in the Holy Land are to be juggled to fit military and strategic conside-
rations, :

Wor are the military considerations the only ones that matter. It is no
secret any longer that the ljegev containg considerable mineral resources include
ing, in all probebility, oil deposits, Again, the hopes of a people are to be
sacrificed to the self-geeking purposes of the oil lobby,

To justify this maneuver, representatives of the State Department resort,
of course, to arguments allegedly based on high principle. They refer to a state-
ment made by Dr. Jessup in the United liations last year according to which, if
Israel wented additional territory beyond that awarded by the partition resolution,
it ghould receive it on the basis of compensation, No reference is made to the
fact that since then the creation of an independent Arad State in part of Pales-
tine contemplated originally in the partition resolution has been tacitly aban-
doned by all concerned, The Arab part of Palestine is not to become self-governing,
but is to be incorporated into one or several of the neighboring Arab States,

And it 1ig those Arab States, which have no right to the annexation of Palestinian
territory, that are to be "compensated" by Israel. The unsuccessful aggressors
are to be compensated with the territory which they failed to conquer and which

has never been awarded to them.



‘2-

It should be pointed out that the Jessup formula was rejected by the
General Assembly in Paris, which ordered completely umprejudiced negotia=
tions, without giving any ruling in favor of the thesis that the invading
States might become larger than previously while Israel must give up terri-
tory which it legally holds under the amistice treaties, Under the armis-
tice agreements bDetween Israel and her neighbors, the territorial positions
set out in these agreements cannot be changed except by "mutual consent,"
Thug the Jessup formula, rejected by the General Assembly, is also in con-
flict with the armistice agreements, under which Israel has no less right
in Western Galilee than Transjordan in Central Palestine, Unless the United
States would order Transjordan to withdraw from Central Palestine or surrender
its territory elsewhere, its pressure on Israel is evidently one-sided and
biased, There is already cvidence that the reiteration of this arbitrary
end non-legal formula has already encouraged the Arabs to put forward demands
they did not make before,

2« A particularly blatent example of the tactics adopted in this con-
nection has to do with the so-called "GCaza Plan," Spokesmen for the Egyptian
Government, unwilling to be burdened with the large mass of Arab refugees .,
(over 200,000) concentrated in the tiny area of Gaza (zbout 150 square miles
of territory at the southern end of the lediterranean coast of Palestine) and
not interested in the acquisition of the small strip of outlying territory,
unofficially suggested some time ago to the Isracli representatives that an
important partial solution of the refugee questicn could be found if Israel
were to take over both that narrow strip of territory and all the refugees
who are there at the present time, The Egyptian spokesmen explained that
out of consideration for public opinion at home; it would be impossible for
the Ecyptian Government %o take the formal initiative in any such proposal
and suggested that this be done by Iaracly After receiving encouragement from
members of the American delegation at the U, . Conciliation Commission, the
Israeli Government sgreed to assume the initiative in proposing this solution.
After this was done, the Department of State in Washington and the American

representatives at Lausanne suddenly changed their tune, alleging that this
wae a Jewish move designed further to increase the territory of Israel,

3, These tendencies haye been in evidence ever gince the U, N, Concilia=
tion Commigsion embarked upon its works .Acting on instructions from the De-
partment of State and under the influence of Department of State officials
accompanying him, the recently resigned Americon member of the U, W. Concilia-
tion Commission, Mr. Mark Ethridge, did not attempt to bring Arabs and Jews
together, The example set by Dr, Ralph Bunche in the course of the armistice
negotiations of encouraging separate contacts between Israel and each of the
Arab States, an example which was so manifestly fruitful, was not followed.

On the contrary, the Conciliation Commission has encoursged the Arab delega-
tions in Lausanne to meet as a group, thus helping to create a concerted Arab
front opposed to Israele Through the use of these methods, the Conciliation
Commission has in fact served to harden the position of the Arab States
vig~a=-vis Israel to the point where the Arab States have become far less con-
ciliatory now than they were two months ogo. £As a result of the activities

of the Conciliation Commission, the prospects for peace and harmony in the
relations between lsrael and its neighbors, far from improving, have seriously
deteriorated,
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It should be emphasized that this attitude is not ascrided to the
personal initiative or 111 will of Mr. Ethridge but to the instructions which
he received from the Department of State and the influences exercised upon
developments in Lausanne by officials of the State Department present in
Leusanne. As a matter of fact, while Mr, Ethridge was still fully active
as a member of the Conciliation Commisesion, these tendencies were held in
check by him to a2 certain extent,

4, Bo strong is the desire of the group of State Department officials
to proceed with their designs and to take revenge for the past failures of
their Palestine policy, tnat, in the process, thoy are even willing to sacri-
fice the interests of the Arab refugees by whose plight they are apparently
so moved. It is natural that the first decisive step in the direction of the
rehabilitation and resettlement of the Arab refugees is the establishment of
definitive peace between Israel and her Arab neighbors, The adoption of the
"Gaza Plan," to which both interested parties, Egynt and Israel, were unoffi-
cially committed, would have taken care of well over 200,000 of the Arsb
refugees. BSpokesmen for the Israeli delegation in Leusanne have already indi-
cated their readiness, once peace is established, to permit many more Arad
refugees to return to Israel, there to be reunited with members of their
families. Thus, nearly one-half of the Arab refugees would have been able to
resettle in Israel. As to the other half, considerable opportunities are
known to exist for their resettlement in the under-developed and under-
populated areas within the boundaries of the Arab States. But rather than
encourage the reesteblishment of peace on this basis, and rather than proceed
with despatch to such a settlement of the Arab refugee question, the group
now in control of State Department policy in the Middle East prefers to keep
the tension alive, even though this means that the refugees continue to suffer.
A diplomatic victory over Israel in the interest of the oil companies and of
self-seeking imperial designs on the part of Great Britain seem to be more
important to them then peace and human welfars.

5. Here again, an effort is made to hide nefarious designs behind the
appearance of principle. It is elementary that a mass retum of Arab refugees
to Israel, at a time vhen the Aradb States are openly threatening the resump-
tion of the war, would mean the introduction of a powerful fifth column in
the new State, It is equally elementary that a mass retumn of these refugees
to Israel would place on her shoulders the sole burden for rehabilitating
the refugees, whose vlight was primarily due to the war of aggression umder
taken by the Arab governments. And yet, sublimely diesregarding these facts,
the State Department seeks to press Israel into an agreement to the wholesale
resettlement of the Arab refugees in Israel, while ignoring offers already
made by Israel involving a partial settlement of the refugee problem,

The officials concerned must know that this position is utterly un-
reasonable and that no State that wishes to survive could agree to it. In
the circumstances, it is impossible to consider their gtand as anything other
than an attempt to place Israel in the wrong before American and world opiniom,
by formulating a demand which Israel cannot possibly accept.

6+« Once more, the situation seems to call for that kind of drastic
intervention by the President of the United States to which he had repeatedly
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to resort in the past in dealing with the group of recalcitrant and opinion-
ated bureancrats who have come to regard American policy in the Middle East

" ag their own domain, There is serious danger that, if left any longer to
their o devices, these officials will succeed in perverting the thoughts

of Secretary of State Acheson and Under-Sceretary of State Vebb to their owm
narrow and biased way of thinking, Before that happnens, and before these
eminent public servents have succumbed to these influences, determined action
should be taken to prevent the small group of willful men in the Depariment
of State from dragsing the United States government once more down the path
of iniquity, Steps should be taken to use American influence to further
peace and harmony between Israel and her neighbors on the basis of existing
realities, rather than permit a biased group of officials to foment once more
irredentist designs on the part of extreme Arad elements, The signal success
which was characteriastic of Dr. Bunche!s efforts in this respect during the
comparatively short period of time when he was not hampefed by State Depart-
ment instructions, points the way toward a satisfactory solution of this
prcblem,

7. The question of the Arab refugees, so pathetic because of the human
misery involved, so important because of the element of international tension
which it represents, and potentially so costly to the Anmerican taxpayer if
permitted to remain unsolved, would be partly advanced toward a solution if
the Government of the United States would again become a factor in encourag-
ing peace between Arabs and Jews. At the szme time, a great deal would be
achieved if parallel action were taken immediately by the Government of the
United States to show that it is seriously concerned over the plight of the
Arad refugees and is willing to cooperate in their resettlement, This could
be clearly manifested if the Presidest of the United States were to call on
a group of public-spirited citigens and e:partn to study and report on the
best way to effectuate such a resettlements One of the most highly respected
citizens of the United States, former President Herbert Hoover, has already
indicated his interest in this question, Mrs Hoover, fo whom President
Truran hssturned a few times in recent years for advice on important matters
of public policy and who has acquitted himself of those tasks with such cre-
dit and distinction, would be an admirable choice to head a study commission

of this kind.

DN
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EXCERPTS FROM PRESS DISPATCEES AND RADIO REPORT

OVERSEAS NEWS AGENCY

Washington, June 6--Indications are growing that the State Department
Near Zast Division, which has been staffed with consistent pro-Arab adher-
ents, is slowly regaining the initiative in formulating United States policy
toward the Israeli-Arab conflict. This is a repetition of past performances
in which only direct action by the Chief Executive has served to keep the
United States on the side of the Jewish struggle to set up a state.

Unless White House intervention is forthcoming again, it is considered
likely in informed gquarters here that United States influence will attempt
to bring sbout a solution to the Israeli-Arab peace talks which will be
unfavorable to the Israeli point of view.

A sudden reversal of official United States policy was noted yesterday
in an ONA dispatch from Lausamne where the United Nations Conciliation Com-
miscion is sitting. The report indicated that the United States delegation
on the threc-netion commission had received new directives to abandon
support for the so-called Caza Plan, under which the Israelis would be
ceded a small coastal strip in return for admitting to the Jewish State
230,000 Arab refugees in the area.

A State Department spokesman in Washington confirmed to ONA today that
the United States was not accepting the Gaza Plan but insisted that this
represented no change in policy. United States policy, he said, has always
been that if Isrsel wanted any additional territory beyond that awarded by
the General Assembly resolution of Nov. 25 it should be on the basis of
compensation,

Nevertheless, a change in policy interpretation over this point is
evident. Up until the last few days, United States negotiators have con-
sidered as compensation the admission by Israel of the 230,000 Arsb refu-
gees. Now the State Department interpretation of policy apparently is that
compensation must be in territory.

- Eww

ISH BIC AGENCY

U.S. Would Oppose Plans for Increasinz Israel's Territory, State Dept. Says

Washington, June 6--A State Department spokesman today confirmed that
the U,S. Government does not favor the "Gaza Plan" allegedly submitted by
the Israeli delegation to the United Nations Concilistion Commission at
Lsusanne. He emphasized that this does not represent any change in the
policy of the American Government with regard to the Palestine problem.

The U.S. policy, he said, has always been that if Israel wanted addi-
tional territory beyond that awarded by the U.N, General Assembly partition
resolution, it should receive it on the basis of compensation. The "Gaza
Plan" allegedly suggests the transfer of the Egyptian-held Gaza coastel
strip to Israel along with its population of Arab residents and refugees.
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Jewish Telegraphic Ageucy (continued)

At a State Department press conference today comment was refused on
whether the U,S, Government sent a note to Israel in the past few days re-
questing that the Jewish state accept a reported 800,000 Arab refugees who
fled Palestine during the Arab-Israeli fighting. A report that such = note
was sent during the week-end appeared in the New York press. However, the
Israeli Government yesterdsy denied having received any such request.
Israeli officials here today emphasized that to their knowledge no such
note had been received at the Israeli Embassy.

Indications here point to the fact that unless President Truman inter-
venes again, pro-Arab officials in the State Department will attempt to
bring about a solution of the Arab-Israeli peace talks at Lausanne unfav-
orable to the Israeli cause. I% is noted that these pro-Arab officials in
the Near Eastern division of the State Department are slowly regaining the
initiative in formulating U.S, policy in relation to the Arab-Israseli
conflict,

= 3 =

OVEESEAS NEWS AGENCY

Tel Aviv, Israel, June 7--Dr, Walter Eytan left for Lausanne, Switzer-
land, today, taking with him various slternative proposals designed to break
the deadlock in negotiations between Isrmel and four Arab countries, it was
learned here today.

Israeli relations with the Arab neighbors, Syria, the Lebenon, Egypt
and Transjordan, have reached a sericus impasse, In addition to the Lsusanne
deadlock, the Israeli-Syrian armistice discussions which broke down weeks ago
have not been resumed. Negotiations of the Israeli-Transjordanian mixed
ermistice commission are alsc seriously bogged down.

This series of enervating deadlocks is holding up the turning of Israel's
full energies to the enormous domestic problems involved in immigration,
absorption of newcomers and reconmstruction. Dr, Eytan, Director General of
the Israeli Foreign Ministry and head of Israel's delegation to the Lausanne
talks, who returned here from Switzerland five days ago for consultations,
will attempt to break through the morass, according to a report from authori-
tative sources.

The concern expressed here unofficially over the Arsd attitude centers
on the belief that the State Department policy-makers are reverting to the
old practice of accepting the British lead in Middle Zastern affairs. As
a result, the late Count Folke Bernadotte's plan for the partition of the
Negev erea is being revived in Lausanne, with revisions, and the whole idea
is said to have Secretary of State Dean G. Acheson's tacit approval.

The ascendancy of State Department thinking over the policies of the
United Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission coincides with the decline
in personal influence of the United States member, Mark Ethridge, who has
resigned and is to be succeeded at the end of this week by Raymond Hare,
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Overseas News Azency (continued)

Deputy Director of the Office of Near Eastern and African Affairs of the
State Department.

The resurrected Negev proposal would call on Great Britain to act as
mediator and "divider" of the area between Egypt and Transjordan.

The over-all impression here is that the Arsb states,with the silent
approval of the British Foreign Office and the State Department, intend to
stall the negotiations gnd delay final scttlement on the basis of the Arad
refugee gquestion. This strategy is aimed toward throwing the whole Palestine
problem back to the U.N, General Assembly at its session next September, by
which time it is hoped Catholic pressure over the Jerusalem issue will have
developed serious enough proportions to set back Isrsel.

* % R W

WORLD NEWS ROUNDUP (RADIC HEPORT) June 9, 8:00 A.M., OBS Network

Devid S. Schonbrun from Paris--The second story I've got this morning
is about American policy on Israel. Again on good sources, that I cannot
name, it can be stated that our Secretary of State Dean Acheson has held
secret talks on Palestine this week in Paris with Britain's Ernest Bevin,

A new co-ordinated Anglo-American policy on Israel is being worked out, and
my informants tell me that there has been a sudden switch in American policy
on Israel in the last two weeks. :

One piece of evidence: Our State Department representative, lMark Eth-
ridge, privately told the Israelis to propose a compromise offer on the
Arab refugee question, When the Isrselis did so, they were surprised to
find that the Americen representative who had suggested it sat silent.

The big gquestion now is what is happening to American policy on Pal-
estine? Are we about to witness an important shift? And another question
heard in Paris this morning: Have the British and Egyptians a secret agree-
ment to garrison British troops in Gaza?

LI I
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Spokesman Attacks Reported
Pressure to Re-admit Some
Who Fled During Fighting
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spokesman
United States representatives, both
in Tel Aviv and in t

Switzerland, where the United Na- |

tions Palestine Concilistion Com-
mission is now meeling, had ex-
ressed “‘extreme impatience” with
rael's refusal to permit at Jeast
some of the Arab refugees to re-
turn. The dispatch said that rep-
resentatives aof

Egypt,
and Jordan had said they could not
discuss a peace settlement with
Israel until the refugee problem
had been solved.

According to reports here, the
Israeli representatives at Lausanne
offered, some weeks ago, to allow
the return of some ra:llgm who
were close relatives of the Arabs
who had remained in Israell terri-
tt?ry. ogn May 21, it was t.h?mm'

e ered to it return
of 230.000 Arabap::mwndiuon that
Egypt turned over to Israel the
Gaza strip, where they now are.

Criticism Held Hlogical

The Israeli spokesman here did
not confirm these reports, but said
that the only “construetive and
concrete suggestions” had been
made by Israeli representatives

§

have expressed such deep concern
with the problem."

“It is obviously inappropriate to
refuse to act on such proposals
and simultaneously to criticize Is-
rael for alleged inaction and non-
cooperation,” he added.

According to earlier repqris
here, the Conciliatjon Commission
is now considering a proposal
whereby Egypt wod retain the
Gnaza coastal strip, wiile King Ab-
dullah of Jordan would receive the
Majdal area, north of Gaza. to-
gether with other lerrilory now
occupied by Israeli forces, which
would provide King Abdullah with
access to Lhe Megditerranean.

The Israeli spokesman said this
was an aitempt to revive the
Bernadotte plan, and contended
that “these plans would involve
the mutilation of Israel's territory
i R
ly invaded Palestine, of a substan-

work out their own local problems,
as they are now doing in the case
of the Jerusalem boundaries, or
the entire case must be presented

of the _nd which Israelito the World Court for sdjudica-

Unacceptable to Arabs

This idea has not been accepted
by the Arabs. It has been disre-
garded, not formally rejected. The
Arabs do not appear to have any
instructions from their Govern-
ments to discuss territorial settle-
ments but appear to be limited to
seeking an agreement on the refu-
gee question at this time.

It is known that the United

and are demanding that the con-
ciliation commission force an evac-
uation.







THE PROBLEM OF THE PALESTINE ARAD EEFUGEES
(Memorandum submitted by Elishu Ben-Horin,
Author of THE MIDDLE EAST: CROSSROADS OF HISTORY)

1. The question of the future of the Arab refugees from Israel continues
to be & source of uneasinees in intemational relations. Until settled, it may
be expected to intensify the friction between Isrsel and the Arad States, to
provoke tension between the Great Powers and the countries of the Middle East,
and to confront the world with the existence of a group of frustrated and unhappy
human beings who might easily become prey to demoralizing influences. For these
reasons, & rapid and satisfactory settlement of that problem appears emu;ently
desirable.

2. TFurther urgency is lent to the question by the fact that the maintenance
of a large mass of Arab refugees in their present position of uncertainty, is
very costly, while it does not dring a golution any nearer. A sum of $16,000,000
has already been appropriated for the relief of these refugees by the U.S. Govemn-
ment. A similar sum has been or is being appropristed by saveral foreign govern-
ments. This money is due to be expended by next August, at which time the ques-
tion of further relief expenditures will undoubtedly arise. Oonsiderable amounts
have also been provided for Arab refugee relief by private relief agencies and
voluntary contributors. These funds, too, are well-nigh exhausted and more will
be required, The demands on the U.5. Government and on private funds, largely
from the United States, will continue and may have to be met again and agzain,

3. Growing recognition is given in all guarters to the need to proceed
speedily with the resettlement of the large mass of the Arab refugees. It is
generally understood that only a small part of these refugees will be able to
retum to Israel, and that even such a limited return will hardly be possible
except as part of a general resettlement scheme for these refugees and in con~
nection with an over-all improvement in Arab-Israell relations. There is growing

agreement that most of the Arab refugees in question should be enabled to settle
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on the land or to find a place in urban occupations in the various Arad countries
whose recent war against Isrzel has had so much to do with the emergence of

this particular refugee problem. It is understood that officisls of the Americen
and the British Governments, as well as United Nations circles, tend towards this
viewpoint in growing measure, and that informal discussions are afoot with various
Arab governments to explore the willingness of the latter to cooperate in such a
resettlement scheme,

4, A serious danger that has to be faced in this comnection is the danger
of a diffusion of effort. There seems to be some feelinz that the mass of the
Arab refugees mizht be distributed among the different territories of the Middle
East, notably Transjordan, the Arab part of Palestine, Irag, Syria and Lebanon.
(BEgypt has officially declared that 1t is i‘.n' no positior to absorb any of the
Pzlestine Arab refugees.) It is understood more particularly that the Government
of Trensjorden is willing to accept for resettleament within the territories under
its control most of those refugees, presumebly in consideration of the large
monetary expenditures which would be made by outside sources, especielly by the
Government of the United States, to facilitete such & gettlement. It is open to
serious question whether such a large-scale operstion could be successfuly accom—
plished in the relatively arid territories under Transjordan control. It is quite
conceivable that, once the money hes been expended, it would sppear that the
future of the refugees has not been assured after ell, BSimilarly, opportunities
for the resettlement of the refugees in Lebenon and Syria are open to serious
doubt,

The governments of those countries, disinclined as they are at preseant to
accept any considerable number of the refugees for pemmanent residence, may be
coaxed into doing so by the promise of American largesse., But once foreign funds

have flowed directly or indirectly into the treasuries of those countries, it may
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well be that the Arab refugees would once more find themselves facing an un-
settled future and therefore remain a burden on the world, Because of this,
every effort should be made to decide beforehand on the most feasible large-
scale scheme for Arab refugee resettlement and, once the answer is found, to
concentrate on its execution. Thus there would be avoided a great deal of wnste
motion, vaste of funds, human migery and international friction.

5 TFrom an over-all viewpcint, it seems that Iraq is the country which can
most easily provide for large-scale resettlement of all of the Arab refugees
from Palestine with greatest benefit to the country itself. TFor several de-
cades attention has been focused on Iraq's need for additional population and
on the tremendous opportunities existing in that country for sgricultural de-
velomment, The British Government, at the time when Britaln still held the
Mandate over Irsq, was interested in large-scale egricultural develovment there,
Iraqi statesmen themselves raised the question from time to time. Intemcztional
anthorities in the field of economics, nutrition, and soll development have
repeatedly drawn attention to this situetiom in Iraq., In the United States, Mr,
Herbert Hoover, among others, suggested in 1945, long before there were any
Argd refugees from Prlestine, that everybody's interest might be served by en-
couraging the large-scale resettlement of Falestinien Arsbs in Irag. The
former Fresident rut it as follows: i

".esIn ancient times the irrfgation of the Tigris end Buphrates
Valleys supported nrobebly 10,000,000 neople in the kingdoms of Babylon
and Nineveh, The delerioration and destruction of their irrigation works
by the Mongol invasion centuries ago, and their neglect for sges, are
responeible for the shrinkage of the population to about 3,500,000 people
in modem Ireg....

"My own snggestion is that Iraq might be finenced to complete this
great land development on the consideration that it te made the scene of
resettlement of the Arabs from Falestin®e...

"There is room for meny more Arabs in such a development in Iraq than

the totel of Arebs in Palestine, The scil is more fertile. They would be
ameng their own race, which is Arzb-speaking and Mohamnedan, The Arab
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population of Falestine would be the gainer from better lands in exchange for
their present holdingss Iraq would be the geiner, for it badly needs agri-
cultural population....It would be a solution by engineering instead of by
conflicte.s.”

The fact that several hundred thoussnd Arads who formerly lived in
Palestine :;w find themselves unrooted only lends further strength to Mr.
Hoover's suggestion. We mst remember, too, that even those Arabs vho may dbe
able to retum to Israel will have to undergo a process of rehabilitation and
adept themselves to totally new conditions. As Dr. Clarence E, Pickett, Exec-
utive Secretary of the American Friends Service Committee, who recently returned
from supervision of the Friends' Arab refugee relief program in Sonthern Pales-
tine, puts it in a letter to me: "...The third problem, and a very important
one, would be an addi tional program for those who return to Israel as well as
those who go elsewhere, for the Arab will have to pursue modern famming methods
wherever he may be and this will involve real training."

6. A further consideration militating in favor of the choice of Iraq as
the place where most of the Arad refugees should be encouraged to resettle, is
connected with the intemational situation. As the most northeastern of the
Arad lands, lying close to the borders of the Soviet Union, Iraq, from the
long-range viewpoint, occupies a particularly immortant strategic position.

But Iraq ie very weak intemally and will remain so until and unless the Arabic
element of its ponulation is considerably strengthened. At present, the many
national minorities and particularly the very sizeable Kurdieh minority fom
too large a section of Irag's population. The claims of the Eurds to an inde-
pendent Kurdistan (which would be carved out of the territories of Irag, Iren
and Turkey) are on record. All this mekes Iraq particularly vulnerable to
attempts from whatever guarter to foment trouble and threaten the political

stability of the area. The addition of a considerable number of new residents,

Arad in race, Moslem in religion end agricultural by occupation, would greatly
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strengthen Irag intermally and thus also heighten its chances of resisting the
forces of disorder.

7. Assuming that the above consideratione represent a correct analysis
of the situation, nothing can be gained by further delay. It would seem best
to have action undertaken at once to prepare the ground for large-scale develop-
ment projects in Iraq. It is understood, of course, that the consent of the
Government of Iraq to admit the refugees in question must be obtained. There
is no reason to doubt Irag'se concurrence with the scheme if necessary measures
are teken on the diplomatic, financlal and technical levels. As for the execu-
tion of the nroject, consideration might be glven to entrusting it to a suitabdle
agency of the United Nations, working in @pcmtim with the Government of Irag
and with such other govemments or official institutions as would assume certain
responsibilities in this connection. In order to lift the question at once to
the necessary level of a major humanitarian and statesmanlike project which
would command the respect of world opinion at large end of publiec opinion in
the United States more particularly, it might be advisgable to request the only
living former President of the United States, the Honorsble Herbert Hoover, to

undertake a study of this project, together vwith 2 suitzble committee.

"y =
June 1949



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Leaders of Zionist Orgenizaticns end Date May 16, 1949
Chairuen of Local Emergency Committees

From Ave Tuvim

Within the very near future the American Zionist Couneil will
elect new officers end ennounce the nature end scope of its new activities.

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver hes stated that he will not comtinue as
cheimman of the Council. It is not necessary to dwell at this time on
Dr. Silver's role as the lesder of American Zionimm: his accomplishments
have been written into Jewleh history.

My I suggest thet the chaimen of local emeprgency committees end
leaders of Zionist organizations in the United Stz‘st;u send messages ex-
pressing gratitude to Dr., Silver, who led our movement to victory. These
will be presented to Dr. Silver im & bound wolume. We are sure that you
will respond most enthusiastically to this suggestion and that you will
wish to send such a messsge to thie office as speedily as possible.

Eindest regards.

AT:LD

P.S. If possible, please send your message unfolded,
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AMERICAN zlkpu'p EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

MEMORANDUM

Date

Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees April 19, 1949

Abe Tuvim

On May 2nd Dr, Abba Eillel Silver is scheduled to deliver a radio address
on the American Broadcesting Company's full network. His subject will de
the "First Anniversary of Israel,® The time — 11:16 - 11:30 P.M, (B.D.T.)

It is recommended that you make contact with your local A,B.C. radio station
to insure that they include Dr. Silver's address in their schedule. In the
event the scheduled time is unsnitable for your communities, it is suggested
that Dr, Silver's address be recorded and broadcast at a more appropriate one..

To promote & large listening sudience, it is recommended that small advertise-

ments be teken in your local press pointing up to this event. Your cooperation
is most vital.

sLD






AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

-

MEMORANDUM

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date April 5, 1949

From Abe Tuvim

Deserving of special attention is the following statement
concerning Christian shrines and imterests in Palestine, made
in a memorandum of March 21, 1949, to the Hon, Trygve Lie,
Secretary General of the United Nations, by lMegr. Thomas J.
McMahon, National Secretary of the Catholic Near East Welfare
Association, of which Francis Cardinal Spellman is President:

"On August 20, 1948, we asked you to make an inquiry re-
garding criminal acts against Christian persons and places
during the progress of the Palestinian warfare. The under-
smﬁhmtomtwhm, after an
extended journey in the area, can testify to the genuine
desire of the government of Israel to repair the damage
done and to meintain proper relations with tke religious
institutes within its boundaries."

Enclosed also, for your information, is a pamphlat contain-
ing the Prime Minister of Israel's opening statement to the
Israeli Constituent Assembly, outlining his Government's program
of action.

AT:
encl.



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL — P N

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

iy

MEMORANDUM

Chai men of Local Emergency Committees Date o rch 22, 1949

Abe Tuvim

It 1s some time now since you first heard from Dr, Abba Hillel Silver recard-
ing the Study Tour to Israel under the sponsorship of the Americesn Christian
Pelestine Committee. While a number of communities have responded splendidly
both in raising funds for this project as well as selecting sn ocutstanding
local personality as thelr delegate, we regret that thus far your commuaity
has not yet been able to pursue this project to its successful conclusion.

As =n indication of the calibre of delegate thus far selected to rupmmt
verious communities, I am hapry to bte able to state that the 1ist of those
who will comprise the Study Tour include editors of large metropolitan dailies
outstanding ministerial leaders, university deens and & presiding judge of a
U. S. Circuit Court.

If your difficulties in comnection with this project stem from your failure
to raise the necessary funds to put it over, I suggest that you mske contact
with the leaders of other Zionist Emergency Councils as well as individual
Zionist leaders adjacent to your community so that perhaps jointly you may
be able to raise the funds and select a delegete to represent your area,
Rabbi Bubin Dobin of Far Bockaway, New York, has been zble to use this
technique successfully in his area.

I know I need not dwell et length on the vast amount of propeganda which
continues to be showered upon the country by returmning delegates from anti-
Zionist Seminars to the Arab world. Such Seminars continue to be sponsored
by various groups which have not become reconciled to the establishment of
the State of Israel end are doing their utmost to ham its development.

OQur answer tt; these groups is to do exactly what they are doing -- gnd to
do it better

Flease do not postpone any further your action in this important matter,

We need your help now; the time is growing short. The Tour is scheduled

to leave from New York on April 20. May we count on you and your community
to do your part now as falthfully as you have done it in the past.

Kindest regards,






MEMODANTUM

JEWISH-CATHOLIC RELATIONS IN AND OVER ISRAEL

Past Recriminations

During the first months of the Palestine War, reports describing desecration
of Christian senctuaries by Jewish soldiers were widely publicized in the American
press, particularly in t'.".ed:ho].i.cl publications. Needless to say, these reports had
an unfavorable effect on Jewish~Catholic relations in the United States and the
world overs If left unchecked, this development could have lead to most undesir-
able results both for the State of Israel and for the Jewish communities in many
lands,

We, therefore, feel that a recent report on this question by a competent eye-
witnegs deserves our careful attention. We refer to a survey of Catholic institu-
tions and interests in Israel made by Elialm Ben~Horin, well-known writer and
Adviser on Middle Bastern Affairs to the American Zionist Emergency Council, Part
of Mre. Ben~Horin'g tour of Catholic institutions in Isracl was made in the company
of Monsignor Thomas McMshon, who represented Cardinal Spellman on a special mission
to the Middle East, and Monsignor Anthony Vergani, Vicar-General of the Latin
Pertriarchate in Israel. Mre Ben-Horin is therefore in a position to report to
some extent the impressions of these two Catholic dignitaries.

Not One Incident in Many Months

Mr. Ben-Horin's report was submitted at a conference of representatives of
Jewish national organizations. The outstanding feature of his report is the fact
that not a2 single case of desecration or mistreatment of Christians has taken place
gince the establishment of the Government of Isvrael. This merely reemphasizes the
truth that whatever excesses occurred, tock place during the height of the Palestine
Yiar last summer and were perpetrated by irresponsible individuals; accordingly,
responsibility for those acts cannot properly be ascribed to the Government of
Israel or the Jewish commnity as a whole, TFrom the moment stable government was
established in Israel, not one serious complaint was recorded.

Minorities in Israel

In an article under the above title, published in the New York Herald Tribune

of Jammary 5, 1949, Mr. Ben-Horin described and analyzed the facts about the sitna-
tion of the national and religious minorities in Israel and the treatment accorded
them by the Israeli Government, A large-scale and costly program of education for
Arab children has been adopted and put into operation by the Government, at the
expense of the state budzet., The minorities, Christian and Moslem, enjoy complete

equality of civil rights, with the exception of freedom of movement for the duration
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of the war. As soon as peace is estasblished, this single restriction will be
removeds The special needs of the various religiops communities are catered %o
by the government with the greatest care and understanding. In his article,

Mr, Ben~Horin described a Christmas party tendered the Christian prisoners of
war by the Israeli command of the camp, which he attended, along with a Catholic
Bishop and an Arsb Catholic dignitary from Haifa. Both the prisoners and the
Haifa visitors praised the Israeli anthorities for the humane and considerate
treatment they accorded the prisoners of war,

The Christian Communities

The masgs flight of the Arabs from Palestine has left only sbout one hundred
thousand of them in Israel, However, it was mostly Moslems who ran away. Of
the million Moslems, only about 50,000 stayed behind, whereas an equel number of
Christians remained out of a total pre-war comminity of only 125,000, Nazareth
and the Christian villages in Lower Galilee now hold the majority of the Christians
in Israel, Their churches and menasteries were hardly touched by warfare. Most
of the Christian communities in this area are intact,

In the mixed cities of Palestine — Jerusalem, Haifa, Jaffa, Acre — the
Christian population has decreased in number through the Arab flight, dut the
commnities exist, enjoy complete freedom to practice .their faith, and most of
the churches are in perfect condition, The same is true of the smaller tomms,
like Ramleh, on the Tel Aviw=Jerusalem rozd, It was mainly in Jerusalem, where
a battle of artillery went on for months at close range, that churches as well as
synagogues suffered damage from warfare. The Church of Dormition on Mount Sinai,
Just outside the walls of the 0ld City, was hit by many Arab shells, The sgame
applies to the Church of Notre Dame, which is on the border dividing the Jewish
positions from the Arab., Wherever physical damage was inflicted ‘on Christian
churches, it was done by Arabs, namely by the Transjordan Legion. This fact is
proved beyond doubt,

On the other hand, the Tsraeli authorities == central and local =~ have not
only done their utmost to repair whatever internal damage was done by Jewish
goldiery, but take good care to supply all the needs of the Christian communities.
Thus, despite the grave shortages of food and the severe rationing in the country,
the Government has regularly supplied food to the old and infirm of the Christien
communities in Jerusalem, footing the cost itself. All through their tour of
Isrecel, the two Monsignorl and Mr. Ben-Horin came across cases of excellent care
. and understanding displayed by the Israeli authorities towards the needs of the
Christian commmnities. When, for instance, the sisters of the French Monastery

in Bin Karem, outside of Jerusalem, asked the Israeli Nilitary Governor of the



- 3 —
area to intervene on their behalf with the Transjordanian suthorities in the 0ld
City for the release of their Mother Superior, the latter was brought back to the

Monastery the same afternoon.

Progpects of Future Relations

Summing up, Mr, Ben-Horin arrived at the conclusion that there is no reagon
to expect future complications in Jewich-Catholic relationg, as for as the safety
of the Catholic sanctusries and the rights of the Catholic commmity in Israel are
concerned. Fowever, there are other problems concerning Israel which will surely
affect Jewish~Catholic relations in the future, The question of the adminigtratior
of the holy places is one of those problems. However, there are indications that
this issue may be resolved in the not too distant future in a manner satisi'actory
to all concerned. Israel unconditionally favors the establishment of an int.v-
national regime for the holy places, as long as the latter term is not interpreted
too broadly. In other words, Israecl supports an international regime for the 0ld
City of Jerusalem, but is unalterably cpposed to the inclusion of New Jerusalem
(which contains mo holy places) in the internationsl arca. Although the Catholic
Church has thus far failed to express itself authoritatively on this issue, there
are reasons to believe that an lsraelisfatholic understanding -mav be reacheds

The most difficult problem, and the one whose solution will probebly require
the greatest effort on the part of all concermed, is the probvlem of the Arad
refugees, Hundreds of thousasnds of them are today homeless and hungry. Even
though the responsibility for their plight does not lie with Israel, as long as
their fete remains undecided the pressure of their presence on the borders of
Israel is bound to prove a serious irritant both in Jewlsh-Arsb and in Jewisgh-
Catholic relations. It is to be hoped that before long a constructive plan will

be evolved for a permanent solution of the problem of the Palestile Arab refugees.
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From

MEMORANDUM

Chai men of Local Emergency Committees Date  March 3, 1949

-

Abe Tuvim

There seems to be & tendency among some Zionists to believe that,
with the creation of the Btate of Isrzel, and its full recognition by the
U.S.A., there is less need for public relations ectivities in the general
community as well as within the framework of the American Christian Palestine
Committee. Actually, the infoimmation we have gathered from &1l over the
country does not bear out this belief.

Reports reaching our offices prove decisively that there are forces
at work preparing for a long and sustained attack on the State of Israel and
on the position taken by Jevs in the United States toward that State.
Vigilance on our part, therefore, is as necessary as ever, The list of charges
and accusations levelled asgainst Isresel, and propagandized with vigor through-
out the United States, is a fomidable one. It includes alleged Soviet oriente-
tion, brutality against Arab refugees, desecration of churches and holy places,
attempts to nullify missionary gains, Jewish imperialism (encroachment on the
territory of surrounding Arasb countries), dual loyalty of American Zionists,
use of vast Jewish resources for propagcnda, endzngering of vital American oil
supplies, loss of American prestige in the Middle East with a corresponding
increase in Boviet influence —- and many, many more.

This multi-fronted attack is being carried on by lecturers from the
public platform, articles in newspapers, magazines and church pudlications, by
letters from missionaries in the field, and by every conceivable means.

We 1ist below some of the hostile forces actively engaged in anti-
Israel propaganda.

Americen Lecturers

Individuals such as Eemmit Roosevelt, Colonel Wellington Furlong, Captain Michael
Fielding, Ehalll Totsh, Herold R, Hoskins, and many others are constantly tour-
ing the country and lecturing on Palestine and the Middle East in the spirit of
pro~-Arab propagenda. Some of them, like Khalil Totah and Kemit Roosevelt,

speak on behalf of orcanizations -- the Inetitute of Arab-American Affairs end
the Committee for Peace and Justice in the Holy Land, respectively. Others,

like Furlong and Fielding, appear to be free-lance lecturers speaking under the
auspices of lush commercial lecture bureaus. Mr, Hoskins, an officer of the
Foreign Policy Association, is being sponsored at non-publicized meetings of the
Foreign Policy Association and of other important opinion-making groups.

Provaganda from the Middle East

A, Middle East Study Tour:

A ten weeks seminar and Middle East Tour on modern Arad life and culture will be
held during the summer with headquarters at the American University of Beirut.

(more)
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Bponsored by Westermn Michigan College of Bducation, Ealamazod; Wilson Teachers
Oollege, Washington, D. C.; State Teachers College, Oneonta; New York: and the
Americen University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon, the seminar is primarily de-
signed for teachers, but students or others who may be interested in teaching
are eligible. A group of about 40 will leave New York by plane about the middle
of June and will return the last week of August.

Thus, 40 trained pro-Arad spokesmen (the majority of them teachers) may return
tiuis fall from the Near East with a Beirut orientation, and will reach thousands
of young people as well as clubs, churches, radio audiences and newspaper readers

with their blased views. A relatively low rate has been set as the cost of this
tour, indicating possible subsidization.

Educators

The following Americen educators, missionaries, end others with a pro-Arad
orientation, deserve our attentiont

Professor John 8, Badeau, President of the University of Cairo, extremely active
as a speaker under excellent sponesorship including Foreign Policy Association,
colleges, institutes, church federations, etc.

Dr. Floyd H. Black, President of Robert College and American College for Girls,
Istanl’ml. ankey.

Professor Homer W. Davis, President of Athens College, Athens, Greece.
Dr. Millar Burrows of the American School for Oriental Research.
Y.M.C.A, Leaders .

A. L. Miller, General Secretary of Jerusalem . Y,M.C.A,

Wilbert T, Smith, formerly of Y.M.C.A. in Jerusalem, now & member of Institute
of Arab-American Affairs,

Faul Hoffman, 2lso of Y.M.C.A, in Jerusalem

Relief Workers such as Dr. Edwin Moll, Director of Palestine Branch of Lutheran
World Federation, and various others attached to the American Friends Service
Committee and Church World Service.

Dr, Hartman A, Lichtwardt, Medical Missionary of Detroit.

Migsionaries Home on Rotating Leaves, such as Glora Wysner of the Methodist

Church, also a member of the Institute of Arab-American Affaire, and Garland
Bvans Hopkins, secretary of the Missions Council of the Methodist Church.

Professor John A, Wilson, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago
Professor T. Cuyler Young, Professor of Oriental Langnages, Princeton
Professor Walter L. Wright of Princeton University

Professor Willlam Stinespring of Duke University
(more)



Missioneries Abroad

Periodically, letters from missionaries in the field to Christian leaders and
friende in America are widely circulated. Important leaders in missionary,
federal and world church groups are outstanding in enti-Zionist propaganda.
Such nrmes as Henry Bloane Coffin and Henry Smith Leipen, to mention only two,
come at once to mind.

An example of this is to be found in an editorial appearing in "Christianity and
Crisis" of February 21, 1949 entitled "Perils to America in the New Jewish State",
It is perhaps the most vicions attack which hae yot been made upon Israel and
Americean Jews who support the new State., An enalysis of the editorial, which has
been sent out to a numter of leading Christian friends of Israel by the American
Christien Pelestine Committee, has the following to say in its openling paragrapht

"The editorial is obviously written with animus, and, however
much it disclaims snti-Jewieh feeling, it cannot but give rise
to such feeling among its readerss The facts on which it is
allegedly based are so distorted by the author's emotional bias
that their sccuracy is extremely dubious. One would have thought
that in a journel of Christian opinion rpecizl care would be
taken to verify facts and to eliminate 2all traces of prejudice."

In addition to all the above factors, the following should be listed
emong the anti-Israeli forces active on the American scene:

Government officials, i.e., Bdwin M, Wright, Special Assistant to the Director,
Office of Near Eastern and African Affairs, Departrent of State.

Vieiting Arabs from the Middle East, like Musa Husseini.
Arab students scattered throughout the United States.

The above 1list of individvals engaged in pro-Aradb pronaganda in the
United States is by no means completes There are other individuals end organi-
zations whose primary purprose is to combat the establishment and development of
Isrsel, and to promote Arab interests on the American scene. The Institute for
Arab-American Affairs, The American Council for Judaiem, and the Gildersleeve
Committee admittedly belong in this category. Huwever, there are mary other
public bodies in the United States whose wholehearted association with the Arad
viewpoint is not =0 apperent, They may be even more dangerous, for that reason.

The Middle East Institute in Washington, which pudblishes the Middle
Bast Joumal, is an illustration in point.

All in all, there is no exaggeration in our saying that we are facing
a formidable array of hostile forces which will demand all the vigilance and
talent &t our disposal.

In the past, it has often heppened that local committees have infomed
us of acts of anti-Zionist propsganda after they heve already taken place, asking
for our counteraction. It would be obviously more advisable and effective 1if,
whenever possible, we could be informed before a given pro-Arad speech or lecture
takes place, g0 that we are eble to devise measures in good time. It 1s with this
2im in mind that we have listed for you here the most outstanding among the pro-

Arab propa§andiats in the United States. Accordingly, the moment that you leam
tha: agiot 1%“‘ persons are about to appear cn a local platform, please advise
us imm ately.

Best regards,
AT.BHB



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chei men of Local Emergency Committees Date February 23, 1949

From Abve Tuvim

It ie very important to our future work that we make a survey
of Congressional opinion with regard to Israel.

Wnile there is a great deal of infommation at hend, eollsted
from reports which have come in from our communities from time to time,
from visits to members of Congress, and from the work of our Washington
office, we need additional information from our communities.

There is no doubt that during the period of the elections last
year, and since then, you have had a number of occasions to contact
not only the candidates for the House of Representatives and the
Senate, but epecifically those who were elected.

We would therefore like to have you send us a candid report on
each of your Senators and Reprecentatives in order that we may meake
a thorough study of where they stand on our problems.

I would urge that you do this at the earliest possible occasion.

Kindest regards.

AT:RB



342 MADISON mﬂ& NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To mu@ Date February 16, 1949

From Abe Tuvim

This is a follow-up to the letter sent to you by Dr. Abda Hillel
Silver on February 1llth with reference to the projected series of Seminars
in Israel undertaken by the American Christian Palestine Committee. A
number of communities have already expressed a keen interest in the project
and it is hoped that many others will participate.

1 am, therefore, writing to you fo urge that you take the matter up
at the earliest possible momént and that we may hear from you without too
much delay. This undertaking is the most importsnt planned by the American
Christian Palestine Committee in its many years of outstanding service to the
cause of Israel. BEvery effort should be made to assist them in organizing a
;.nrge contingent of leading American Christians to meke this Study Tour of

.mlo

There is a great deal of work etill shead for us on the American scene,
Many vitel problems affecting the future of Israel remsin unsolved and for a
number of years to come a good deal will depend on the manner in which the
infant state is interpreted to the American public.

Leaders in Christian communities who are friendly to our cause will be
increasingly important to us in this work. We will need them as spokesmen in
the coming days and Zionist communities should unhesitatingly throw themselves
into this plan which will develep these effective spokesmen,

Our attention has been called to a number of activities undertaken by
groups unfriendly to us. One of these is a six week seminar to de held thies
sunmer at the American University of Beirut under the sponsorship of three
dmerican colleges and the University of Beirut. Out of this activity there
will undoubtedly emerge & number of American educators who will spread the
gospel of those whose enmity to Israel is so clearly evident. We must be
prepared to meet this eventuality. The plan of the American Christian Pales-
tine Commit%ee will help materially in that direction.

Please let us hear from you.
ngl-ﬂlla



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE

Consdiluent Onganizalions NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
Haodassah, Women's Zionist Organization of Amesdcn MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachl Organization of America

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America

Zionist Orgemization of America February 11, 1949

STRICTLY CONFIDENTTAL

Dear Friend:

You will recall that the American Christian Palestine Committes has conducted
four ennual seminars in which Christien leaders participated as delegates selected
by local Zionist communities. The Executive Council of the American Christian
Palestine Committee has decided to hold the fifth National Seminar in ISRAEL, and
has requested our cooperation in what will be the most significant event yet planned
in our nstion-wide public relations program,

The assembly date in Tel Aviv for this American Christian Palestine Committees
Study Tour to Israel is tentatively planned for April 28th; the tour will close in
Israel on May 12th, As many participants as possible will leave on the S.S. Queen
Mary from New York on April 20th so as to profit from the round table discussions
planned aboard ship. Delegates who find this sailing date inconvenient will take
the trip by plane a few days later.

May I urge you to assist this project by arranging for the participation of a
carefully selected non-Jewish representative, man or woman, of your commmnity.
Please think in terms of a newspaper editor, a college president, en outstanding
professor, a prominent churchman or a leader of management or labor. The individual
selected should have several of the following qualifications: (1) sympathy with
Zionist aspirations, (2) standing in the community, (3) ebility as a public speaker
or as a writer, and (4) capscity for action. He nesed not be fully informed on all
aspects of the question; the seminar will provide him with all of the facts.

The Executive Council of the American Christian Palestine Committee believes
that the American people need firsthand reports of Israel today,--its achievements
and its problems, - its economic needs and possibilities for industrial and agri-
cultural development. They submit that while we have gone a long way in educating
the public, we ere still beset by hostile propaganda groups seeking to undermine
the State of Israel by false accusations concerning its politice, its form of govern-
ment, its intentions towards Arab neighbors and its potentials as a world force for
good will and moral advancement. The American Christian Palestine Committee dele-
gates to Israel will be in a position to counteract these hostile influences, after
an intensive study of conditions in Israel, under sponsorship of Israell experts.

I would urge local Zionist Emergency Committees to defray travel, hotel and
personal expenses of their delegate for this important and unprecedented public
relations project. The cost is estimated at a maximum of $2,000 from New York to
Israel and return, depending on mode of travel. A number of communities are already
planning to distribute the costs by Joining with ocne or two nearby citles and thus
sponsor a delegate jointly.

A1l steamer and transoceanic plane tickets will be reserved through an agency
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chosen by the Americen Christian Palestine Committee, which is arranging for a
block of plane and steamer reservations. Please forward to us immediately the
name, address and profession of your delegate so that an official invitation may
be issued by the American Christian Palestine Committee. I know that I can count
on you and your Zionist colleagues to cooperate in this important undertaking.

Your early action and reply are reguested.
Sincerely yours,
Abba Hillel Silver
AHS :SHK Chairman, Executive Committee

P. 8. Under no circumstances is money to be sent to the Emergency Council or to
the American Christian Palestine Committee. You will recelve a directive as to
the travel agency which is handling this matter.
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MEMORANDUM

To Chai rmen of Locel Emergsncy Committees Date February 3, 1949

From Abe Tuvim

Atteched you will find some excerpts from the British presa during the
hectic days preceding Britain's de facto rocognition of the State of Israel,
end the remarks made by Mr, Winston Churchill in the historic debate in the
House of Cormons on Januery 26th,

The pross comments represent & cross-section of British opinion, These
end the stetement of Mr, Churchill should prove very helpful to you during the
coming days, in which we may see & continuation of Mr, Bevin's effort to force
Isreel to yleld part of the Negev,

While our political positicn is undoubtedly better thamn it has been in a
long time, we must continue to face the facts and be gulded by past history.
This ves cloerly indiceted inm a recert memorandum vhich was sent to you, end
which included e statement by Dr, Abba Hillel Silver on that subject,

The remarkasble chenge in British press opinica evidenced in the attached
extrects, is due to a numbar of causes, emong them being the firm position
taken by our Covernment end e groving avarsmess of press opinion in America.

Americen press opinion is cabled end telaphoned daily to Britain by the
British Informetion Service and other agencies of the British Govermment in the
United States. It is clear that the magaificent support given our ceuse by the
Americen press hes had its effect not only on the British press but also on
meny members of the British CGovernment.

For this result end for neny othep services promptly and effectively ren-
dared, the hundreds of Zionist Emergoncy Committees in the United Steates gre
to be congratulated, Never befors in the history of our struggle has there
been a press so unenimous in its support of our position end in its condemmetion
of Mr. Bevin's enti-Israel policies.

I kmow thet you will contimue to put the material you receive to good
uses, Should you want edditional copies, we will supply them.

Kindest regards,

AT:RB
Enc,



THE BRITISH PRESS ON MR. BEVIN

The DAILY TELEGRAPH, a London newspaper which reflects conservative opinion,
edi torielizcd on January 14thi

"His (Bevin's) policy at the very best, has left us in
the Middle East in the position of OSCAR WILDE'S
character who 'had no enemies but was cordially dis-
liked by his friends,' and he must often have regretted
his rash undertaking more than three years ago to stake
his political future on solving the Palestine problem.
It is a great pity that he aliowed matters to drift for
nearly 18 months before handing over what was always an
intermnational problem to the United Nations; that he op-
posed & policy of partition for at least enother year;
and that he has never been able %o obtain much credence
for his undoubtediy sincere desire to be impartial as
between the two sides."

On January 15th, the NEW STATSESMAN, a weekly periodical which has strong labor
leanings, stated:

"Mr, Bevin still seems determined to wrest the Negev from
the Jews even if it means one more military intervention

in Palestine — with grave danger to world pezce. If the
Fhodes Peace talks fail, and if Egyot can be induced to
accept our freely-offered help, then the denger of a mili-
tary conflict between Britain end Israel will be real.
British troops are reported in resdiness to repeat the
Arabah action at Gaza, and we ere prepared to go to the ald
of the Iragl troops vho have been valiantly defending their
homeland bty shelling for the last two weeks a Jewlsh settle-
ment 250 miles from the Iraql frontier, This wild folly
must stop."

The LONDON OBSERVER, a conservative newspaper which has consistently backéd up
Mr. Bevin in his foreign policies, observed on January 16th:

"There is an unfortunate touch of hypocrisy in our clinging
to a Security Council ceese-fire resolution of last November,
which was meant to establish a temporary basis for armistice
negotiatione in a fleeting situation, while at the same time
we continue to disregard the basic Palestine resolution of
the United Nations Generel Assembly, which decreed the parti-
tion of Palestine and the allrcation of the territory as a
pemanent setilement. This resolution gave the Negev area,
which the Israelis have now reconquered from the invading
Egyptien forces, to Israel. By labelling the Israeli re-
conguest of this area ®agzression!, we implicitly declare
that ruling of the United Nations null and void."



In an editorial entitled: "Hence The Pyramids," the independent DAILY MIRROR
commented on Jesnuary 28th: v

"Progress at Rhodes, where Jews and Arabs seek the road to
peace, a more reasonable and responsidble attitude in
Wachington, the indication of Commonwealth recognition for
Israel, all move slightly nearer the solution for which
everybody sighs. That solution is more important than the
possible dissolution of Mr. Bevin, He received a clear
waming in the Eouse that everybady is irritated past
patience with fumbling, with mysteries, and with his sphinx-
like resigtance to other ideas than his own. Britiech in-
terests in the Middle East are vital. Mr. Bevin is right in
thinking we must be strong in defending them. But vhen will
he leam to deal with mettles without stinging himself and
everybody else? Hies handltnf of the problems has served too
often only to increase them.

The TRIBUNE, a weekly Socialist periodical, devoted its leading editorial of
Jeanuary l4th, to the Anglo-Israeli crisis. Its concluding paregraph asked the
following questions:

"Does Mr., Bevin want the peace negotiations in Rhodes to
succeed? How does he think that purpose can de served by
alweys arraigning one side as the guilty party? How long
will it be before he end his advisers recognise facts which
are obvious to the rest of the world? How long are we to
persist in policles which arouse ditter condemnation in the
Donmintons, in American quarters normally most friendly to
this country, and throughout the civilised world? How long
mast we walt for the British Government to admit the error
of the vast, to sweep up the remnants of a chattered di-
plomacy, and to start rebuilding a friendship between peoples
who should never have been enemiest"

The Lord Rothemere SINDAY DISPAYCH, 2 weekly pro-imperialist newspaper, reflectr
its strong views on Israel in & by-lined story by Alastair Forbes, an outspoken
Tory. Mr. Forbes declared: '

"The country, and the world, waits in valn for a sign of
method in Mr. Bevin's midwinter madness... It may be

very disagreeeble for the Britieh pudlic to have to hear
once more that the deaths of British subjects must be
dismisced as 'regrettable incidents.' It may be very dis-
sgreeable to see Mr. Bevin exposing us to impertinence
from Tel Aviv, rebukes from Washington, end ridicnle from
the world. But these incidents are but the by-products of
Mr. Bevin's larger incomvetence,.. It was the British
interest in &2ll this to keep ont of the struggle and to
strive, together with America, for an early amistice.

The first step towards tais should have heen de facto recog-
niticn of the Tel Aviv Government in order that our good
offices might be of some use, But this Mr. Bevin refused,"
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THE ECONOMIST, a weekly liberal newspaper which specializes primarily in fi-
nancial news, editorialized on Jannary 15th:

"What is Mr. Bevin up to? The last British moves in the
Middle East must seem incomprehensible, not only to the
man in the street but to those who have been attempting
to follow the unfolding of events in FPalestine with some
attention... The repercussions of the British Govemn-
ment's sudden fit of temper have been uniformly unfavour-
able., If the first aim of Britieh policy in the Middle
Bast is — 2~ 1t should be — to walk in step with the
Americans, the weekend's sgbre rattling has undone all
the gooé achieved by the guiet intorvention of a week
befores Last week Britain was hoping {0 escape being
called upon for help by its Arab aliles; this week it
seens to be inviting them to summon its amed forces to
their side,"

TIME AND TIDE, an independent weekly, stated in a front page editorial
Januayy 15th): '

"The British Govemnment has crested a most unfortmte im-
pression before the yarld by being at once asgressive and
weak. The threats of strong action and the demands for an
explanation before the Becurity Couneil, in the incident
of the planes snot down on the Egyptien frontier, dwindled
avay within a few daye to a fece-saving statcment em-
phasizing the !great restraint! of the Pritish Government
and its sincere hope for peace in Palestine... Mearvhile,
not only abroad but in England, pertinent questions were
being put. Mr, Amery, writing to 'The Times,' asked how it
was that British planes 'came to be at that spot and so
close to the groand f{ighting that one of our pilots was
actually brouzht dowa by anti-aircraft fire.! It ie per-
fectly evident that the planes should never have been
ordered to make that recosnaissance flight. Cbserving the
movements of Israeli troops in the Negeb is a matter for
the Conciliation Com-ission, the members of which are the
United States, France and Turkey. Great Britein is not
one of them,"

On January 7th, THE TIMES, an independent London dally, commented editorially:

"At a time when the militarists threaten to gain the upper
hand at Tel Aviv, moderate men must be ziven every en-
couragement to persevere in moderation, end they are not
helped by the British disinclinetion to recognize their
affﬂrt.ﬁ'
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On Jenuary 28th, the Parlismentary correspondent of THE TIMES, had this to
sey sbout the ¥showdown" vote in the House of Commons:

"It certainly came as an unpleasant surprise to Mr.
Bevin and his colleagues that after the Prime
Minister's appeal to his supporters to make this
vote a matter of confidence in the Government so
many Labour members should have sullenly asbetained.
Had it not been for Mr, Attlee's intervention at
the end of the debate there might have been even
more Labour abstentions and a few of those who
ebstained might have voted against the Government."
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REMARKS OF WINSTON CHURCHILL BEFORE HOUSE OF COMMONS
DURING PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON PALESTINE, JANUARY 26, 1949

I am quite sure that the right hon. Gentleman (Mr. Bevin) will have to re-
cognise the Israseli Government, and that cannot be long delayed. I regret that
he has not had the manliness to tell us in plain temms tonight, and that he
preferred to retire under a cloud of inky water and vapour, like a cuttlefish, to
some obscure retreat. De facto recognition has never depended upon an exact
definition of territorial frontiers. There are half-s-dogzen countries in Burope
vhich are recognised today whose territorial frontiers are not finally settled,
Surely, Poland is one. It is only with the genmeral Peace Treaty that a final
settlement can be made,

Wnether the right hon. Gentleman likes it or not, and whether we like it or
not, the coming into being of a Jevish State in Frlestine is an event in world
history to be viewed in the perspective, not of a generation or a century, but in
the perspective of a thousand, two thousand or even three thousand years. That is
a standard of temporal values or time values which seems very much out of accord
vith the perpetual click-clack of our rapidly-cherging moods and of the age in
which we live., This is an event in world history.

I do not feel any great confldence that he (Mr. Bevin) has not got a preju-
dice againct the Jews in Palestine. I am sure that he thought the Arab Lesgue was
stronger and that it would win if fighting broke out, but I do not suggest for a
moment that he wished to provoke war. He was quite right in saying, in effect,
that, in that particular quarrel, they needed very little provocation, but the
course he took led inevitably and directly to & trial of strength, and the result
wae oppoeite to wvhat I believe he expected it to be. I will say no more than that,

I certeinly felt that the spectacle of the Jewish setilements being invaded
from all sides — from Syrie, Transjordan and Egypt — and with a lot of our tenks
and modern tackle, was, on the face of it, most formidable, but I believed that
that combination would fall to pieces at the first ctheck, and I adhered to the
estimate I had formed in the war of the measure of the fizhting qualities and the
tongh fibre of the Zionlst community, and the supnort which it would receive from
Zionists all over the world, But the Foreign Secretary was wrong, wrong in his
Tacts, wrong in the mood, wrong in the method and wrong in the result, and we are
very sorry about it for his sake and still more sorry about it for our own.

I have always felt that the Negeb should afford a means of expansion to the
Jewish settlers in Palestine and offor future prospects to Zionist movements,
But 1t 1s impossible to fly over these regions low down, as I did before the
Second Great War, or travel through them to Petra and other places without seeing
how fierce and barren these regions of the Nesgeb are. And yet they once held
great cities and nourished important populatione. The Jewe, by the gift they have
and by the means which they do not lack, have a way of making the desert bloom.
Those who have seen it can testify. The Arebs, with all their dignity end grace,
are primarily the children of the desert, where they dwell, in this part of the
world at least, and for the most part, the desert lands do not become reclaimed
while the Arab control is complete over them,



To

{ ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNGIL:
ERUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Chaimmen of Local Emergency Committees Date January 19, 1949

From pbe Tavim

We enclose for your information and guldance the following material relevant to
the emergency conference of national Jewlish organizations held at the Fark
Sheraton Hotel in New York last night to consider the political situation aris-
ing from Britain®s attitude toward Israeli

1, Excerpts from remarks by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, by whom, as chaiman of the
American Zionist Emergency Council, the conference was convened,

2, Excerpts from remarks by Major Aubrey Eban, chief of the Israeli delegation
to the United Nations.

3. A press release embodying the resolutions adopted and the list of organizs-
tions which accepted the invitation of the Emergency Council to the conference,

A reading of this material will clearly indicate the need for continued alert-
ness and activity by all Zionist groups in America. Dr. Silver made this quite
evident vhen he outlined the development of Britain'e relation to Israel. While
important changes in the British attitude are currently being predicted, the
history of the past few years proves that overconfidence is always dangerous
and alertness always wise,

Mr. Bevin's latest action announcing the release of Jewish intemees on Cyprus
and the accompanying reports that his over-all policy towards Israel is under-
going radical change, came about only becauge of tremendous world pressure in
the creation of which the American Jewlsh community, and particularly the
Zionist groups, played a very important role. Happily, President Trumen and the
American Government have been responsive to American public opinion, and the
President has made it abundantly clear that Americea will not support the policy
Mr. Bevin considers advantageous to Britain in the Middle Bast, Mr, Bevin
knows this and is undoubtedly aware of the fact that toth the press and radio
in America are overwhelmingly opposed to his war-like intrigues in the Middle
E&Bto

The work of the American Zionist bodies in the political and educational arenas
in America during the past months has been exemplary, This work must be con-
tinued if we are to match even partially the heroic sacrifices of Israel's
troops and the determination of the Government and people of Israel to maintain
their integrity as a nation,

Continue to visit your editors, columnists snd radio commentators. OContinue to
supply material to your rabbis and ministers. Continue to keep your elected
officials in touch with the facts in the situation, Oontinue to avail yourself
of all the sources which help to make public opinion. Under all circumstances,
remember Mr, Bevin's past policies and ‘ake nothing for granted. The achieve-
ment of freedom comes only with struggle and vigilance. Freedom will not be
wiched upon us. EKindest regards.

AT:RB
Enc,



Extraordinary Conference on Israel

Sponsored by the American Zionist Emergency Council
on Tuesday, Jamuary 18, 1949

at the Park Sheraton Hotel

Extracts from an Address by MRe. AUBREY S. EBAN,

Israell Delegate to the United Nations

The attention of the Government of Israel is entirely focused on the negotia-
tions now proceeding with the Arab states. Israel attaches vital importance to
these negotations, It wishes ardently for their success. Despite the high feelings
engendered by recent events, all govermments and their representatives are clearly
called upon to act and speak with the utmost restraint, 411 those who cherish the
cause of Israel throughout the world will, I feel sure, do everything in their
power to emulate that restraint,

The Government of Israel has consistently upheld the view that the conclusion
of a peace settlement must arise as a direct consequence of tim relations between
Israel and the Arab statess Accordingly, we gave our immediate and wholehearted
agsent to the resolution adopted by the Security Council on November 16th calling
for the negotiation of an armistice and loocking toward the withdrawal and reduction
of armed forces. Throughout the gsessiong of the General Ageembly in Paris, our
delegation tenaciously advocated the view that the points at issue between Israel
end the Arab states could best respond to the processes of direct negotiation and
should not be the subject of arbitrary solutions imposed from outside.

In its resolution adopted on December 1llth, the General Assembly called upon
the parties concerned to extend the scope of the negotiations called for by the
Security Council on November 16th, and to negotiate a settlement of all the questions
outstanding between them.

It is clear, therefore, that in negotiating on their differences under the
auspices of the United Nations, the Governments of Israel and Fgypt are conforming
with the clearly expressed will of the international community, The very zct of
negotiation itself, irrespective of its outcome, marizs an important stage in the

development of normal Arab-Jewish relations., Deeply as it cherishes its ties of
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friendship with many great countries throughout the world, Israel must always
regard as one of its major objectives the establishment of neighborly relations
with the immediate world in which it lives. Our foreign policy has now embarked
upon an important stage of its journey towards that objective.

It was our very solicitude for the success of these negotiations which
prompted us to react with such indignation sgainst certain activities of the
United Kingdom which created an ertifiecial and uﬁdesira‘ble tension. Our views
on that episode have been communicated to the Security Council and to its
individual members. It is not necessary to repeat them here, We are content
for the time being with the judgment which the world public opinion has passed
on that episode. In particular, we are deeply appreciative of the energetic
and constructive efforts of the United States Government to diminish undesirable
tensions and rancors which miéht have pirejudiced the progress of the amistice
negotiations. It is to be hoped that all governments and peoples will continue
to hold the success of those megotiations as a primary aim which nothing should
be allowed to impair. The decision of the United Kingdom to release the refugees
held in Cyprus is a significant contribution toward the creation of a better
- atmosphere., It redresses a long-standing wrong.

The efforts of the State of Israel to establish its intermational position
and reach an accord with its neighbors are by no means concluded. Many problems
gtill lie ghead and many of them, no doubt, will form the subject of keen con-
troversy, Nothing has happened to encourage any relaxation of vigilance, and
Israel will continue to have need of its friends. Yet, at this immediate stage,
it gppears to me that a restrained and even reticent attitude on the part of all
responsible opinion would best conform with Israell's advantzge and with the camse

of international peace,



PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
i p Associated Organziations
Zionist Organization of America » Hadassah » Mizrachi Organization of America ® Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion
United Zionists-Revisionists of America » Hashomer Hatzair ¢ Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party)

342 Madison Avenue » New York 17, N. Y. » MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDI

NATTONAL EXTRAORDINARY CONFERENCE OF 80 JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS DRAVWS
UP JOINT PROGRAM OF ACTION TO SAFEGUARD ISRAEL FROM ANY ATTEMPTS
TO INTERFERE WITH ITS "PEACE, PROGRESS AND TERRITORIAL STABILITY"
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER AND AUBREY S. EBAN ADDRESS 200 CONFERENCE DELEGATES

Kew York, Jamuary 19 —- The extraordinary conference of 80 national Jewish
organizations, called together at the invitation of the American Zionist Emergency
Council, unanimously resolved last night at its unprecedented session at the
Park Sheraton Hotel in Niew York City to sponsor a "joint effort to draw...
American public opinion to the need of sccuring Israel sgainst any further
attempts to interfere with the attainment of peace, progress, and territorial
stability in the Middle East.”

Pointing at the recent "unwarranted military activities" aimed against
Israel by the British Government, more than 200 delegates from the leading Jewish
organizations in this countiry expressed their "earnest hope that all parties
concerned will refrasin from any action that might threaten the territerial in-
tegrity of lsrael.”

The historic national conference, in which Jewish groups of all affiliations
participated -~ Zionist, non-Zionist, socizl, religious,_ fraternal and labor —-—
had been convoked by the American Zionist Emergency Council for the purpose of
formulating a united program of action to be undertaken by American Jewry to
cope with the current Anglo-Israeli crisis. The principal gpeskers at last
nightVs session were Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, head of the Council and chairmen

(more)
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of the American Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, and Mr. Aubrey S.
Eban, chief Israeli delegate to the United Nations,

The conference also expressed its gratitude to President Harry S. Truman
and the United States Government "for the just and unequivocal position taken
by them in comnection with recent British moves in the Middle East.”

In his address, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver took note of yesterday's announcement
from London that Jewish detainees on Cyprus would soon be permitted to leave for
Israel, He termed this British decision as a "welcome, albeit very belated,
step towards the rectification of a wrong which never should have been committed
in the first place,"

"The deportation of Jewish refugees and thelr intermment on Cyprus was
always illegal. it:.;. Bevin insisted on maintaining this policy even after the
British Mandate for Palestine expired, when Jewish immigration to Israel was not
the concern of the British Covermment af 211," Dr. Silver declared,

The distinguished 2ionist leader then asked whether "this latest action of
Mr. Bevin's (was) due to the rising storm of protest against his entire Palestine
policy which threatens his contrgl over British foreign affairs, or may we be
permitted the hope that it represents the first step in 2 new -- a sane and
just == policy?"

Aubrey S. Eban, Isreel's young delegate to the United Nations, presented a
review of recent events in the Middle Eagt. Commenting upon the recent peace
efforts of the Jewish State, Ur. Fban declared: "The Govermment of Israel has
consistently upheld the view that the conclusion of a peace settlement must arise
as a direct consequence of the relations between Israel and the Arab states.?

"Throughout the sessions of the General Assembly in Paris, our delegzation
tenaciously advocated the view that the pcints at issue between Israel and the
Arab states could best respond to the processes of direct negotiation znd should
not be the subject of arbitrary solutions imposed from outside," he emphasized.

(more)
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"It is clear, therefore, that in negotiating on their differences wnder the
sagpices of the United Nations, the Govermments of Israel and Egypt are conforming
with the clearly expressed will of the international commmity., The very act of
negotiation itself, irregpective of its outcome, marks an important stage in the
development of normal ArabeJewish relations. Deeply as it cherishes its ties of
friendship with many great countries throughout the world, Israel must always
regard as one of its major objectives the establishment of neighborly relations
with the immediate world in which it lives,” Mr., ¥ban told the assembly.

The full text of the Resolutions and the list of organizations participating

in last night's conference are included on the Yollowing pages:

#337 = 1/19/49



RESOLUTIONS ADOFTED AT THE EXTRAORDINARY CONFERENCE CONVENED
AT THE HOTEL PARK SHERATON, IN NEW YORK CITY, JANUARY 18, 1949,
BY THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

1. 7The American Jewish organizations mentioned below, representing the
vast majority of American Jewry, were shocked by the unwarranted military asctivities
of'the British Government on the borders of Isrsel, It is regrettable that these
activities were responsible for the death of British pilots and tended to preju-
dice the pacification efforts of the United Nations and the establishment of
friendly relations between Israel end its neighbors. It i1s our earnest hope that
there will be no further activities of this nature and that all parties concemed
will refrain from any action that might threaten the territorial integrity of

Israel and the peace of the Middle East.

2. The Jewish orgenizations mentioned below express their gratitude to
the President and Government of the United States for the unequivocal position
teken by them in connection with recent British moves in the Middle East. By its
insistence that nothing be allowed to interfere with the amistice negotiations at
Rhodes and that peace beiween Israel and the Arsb States must be based on mutuel
respect of their territories, the United States has enhanced its position as the

leader in the fight for peace and justice in the world.

3. The Jewish organizations mentioned below send a message of solidarity
and encouragement to the people and the Government of Israel. Israel can be as-
sured thaet in the just struggle to maintain its independence end territorial
integrity, no less than in the effort to absorb and rebuild the lives of all those
to whom Israel offers the only hope for a' productive life, and to consolidate the
country on the basls of peace, justice and progress, it will bave the unfailing

support of the Jewish community in America,

(more)
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4, The Jewish organizations mentioned below call upon their affiliated
groups and upon the American Jewish community in general to continue their joint
efforts to draw the attention of American public opinion and of the leaders of the
American pecple to the need of securing Israel against any further attempts to
interfere with the attainment of peace, progress and territorial stability in

the Middle East.

The following orgenizations accepted the invitation of the American
Zionist Emergency Council to the Conference:

Achdut Havodah - Poale Zion

Agudas Israel World Orgzsization

Agudas Israel of America

American Council of Jews from Ausiria
American Federation for Lithuauian Jews
Americen Federation of Jews from Central Burope
Americen Federation of Polish Jews

Americen Jewish Congress

Americen Jewish Congress = Women's Divigion
Americen Palestine Yewish Legion

American Red Mogen Dovid for Palestine
Anti-Defamation League - Binat B'rith
Assembly of Hebrews Orthodox Rabtis of America and Canada
Bessarabian Federation of American Jews

B'nai Birith

B'nai B'rith Women's Supreme Council

B'nai Zion

Brith Trumpeldor

Central Sephardic Jewish Community of America
Federated Council of Palestine Institutions
Federation of Palestine Jews

Free Bons of Israel

Habonim

Hadasseh

Hapoel Hamizrachi

Hashomer Hadati

Hashomer Hatzair

Hechalubz

Histradrut Ivrith

Independent Order Brith Abreham

Indevendent Order Brith Sholom
Intercollegiate Zicnist Federation of America
Israel Ocrporavion of America

Jewish National Fuud

Jewish FNational Workers' Alliance

Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.

Jewish War Veterans -~ Ladies'! Auxiliary

(more)
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Junior Hadasssh

Junior Mizrachi

Masada

Mizrachi Organization of America

Mizrachi Women's Organization

National Asscciation of Jewish Center Workers

National Committee for Labor Israel

National Council of Jewish Women

National Council of Young Israel

National Federation of Hebrew Teachers

National Zl'ederation of Jewish Men's Clubs of the United
Synagogue of America

National l'odaration of Temple Sieterhoods

National Federation of Temple Youth

Nationel Jewish Welfare Board

National Women's League of United Bynsgogue of America

Palestine Economic Corporation

Palestine Foundation Fumd

Pioneer Women's Organization

Poale Zion - Labor Zionist Organization of America

Progressive Order of the West

Rabbinical Assembly of ‘merica

Rabbinical Council of Auerica

Sephardic Brotherhood of America

Synagogue Council of America

Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations - Women's Branch

Union of Orthodox Rabbis

Union of Sephardic Congregations

United Galician Jews of America

United Galicien Jews of America - Women's Division

United Hungarien Jews of America

United Roumanian Jews of America

United Bynagogue of America

United Zioniste - Revisionists

Women's League for Palestine

Young Judeea _

Zionist Organization of America



TEXT OF DR. SILVER'S ADDRESS AT THE EXTRAORDINARY CONFERENCE
CONVENED BY TEE AMERICAN ZIOKIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
IN NEW YORK, JANUARY 18, 1949

The political situation in relation to the State of Israel has been and
is very fluid. It changes freguently, unexpectedly, and we naturally must
adjust curselves to these changes and variations. It is good statesmanship
to do just that. Thus, for example, today you and I read in the press the
announcement which was made in the House of Commons to the effect tnat the
Jewish det=inees on Cyprus, of whom there are, I understand, some 11,000, are
now free to go to Isruel as quickly as the State of Isrsel can supply trans-
portation., We have, as you know, for many months carried on a most vigorous
and determined caumpaign to attein this very cbjective, British Foreign Sec-
retary Bevin's announcement is e welcome, albeit very belated, step toward
rectification of & wrong which never should. bave been committed in the first
Place.

Ve welcome this announcement for the sake of these thousands of men
and women and children who have been languishing under terrible tribulations
on Cyprus these many months, and we are happy indeed that they will now find
the Menucha and the Nachala in the land of their hopes, of their prayers, and
of their devotion. A great deal, hovever, yet remains to be done by Great
Britain,vwhich in the last year or two, through what I regard as a shortsighted
and blundering policy on the part of Mr, Bevin, has been perhaps our most
determined opponent in the United Nationms.

I don't know that it will meet the needs of the situation to review the
whole history of the British attitude, although history is very often a guide.
It certainly is a lesson that should not be 1lightly ignored. Under Mr. Bevin
the Government of Great Britain has opposed nearly every solution for the
settlement of the Palestine dispute other tham that which Mr, Bevin was de-
termined upon.

When the President of the United States proposed that the doors of Pal-
estine be opened for 100,000 of our refugees, Grest Britain coposed it,
Great Britain had its way until the Jewish State itself, by its own action,
opened the doors of Palestine and in a wvery short pericd of time admitted
over 100,000 into the country.

Great Britain opposed the Anglo-American recormendations, although they
did not propose the establiskment of an independent Jewish State. Che opposed
it, although Mr, Bevin had promised that if the report were sgreed to unani-
mously, Great Britain would back it.

When, at the request of Great Britain, the United Nations was seized of
the problem and appointed a commitiee to make a new study of the situation
and bring in a recommendation for the settlement of the Palestine problem,
and the UNSCOP report was subnitted to trie United Nations, Mr, Bevin's Gov-
ermment again violently resisted the recommendation.
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When the United Nations, a year ago last November, adopted the UNSCOP
report as it was subsequently revised and amended, Great Britain did every-
thing in her power to sabotage the implementation of that report. And in
March of last year she succeeded, with the cooperation of some of our own
government officials in the State Department to bring about a reversal of
policy and the convocation of another Assembly whose purpose was to nmuilify
the November decision and to put in its place a scheme for a new trusteeship
over Palestine.

When on May 14, the Jewish people of Palestine proclaimed the establish-
ment of the State of Israel, and within a few months after that proclamation,
the Government of the United States gave recognition to that State, Bevin's
Government deteimined t0 undo that historic act, and before long we had the
horrible spectacle of a British-trained, British-commanded, British-financed,
British-armed Arab legion fighting in the ancient and sacred City of Jerusalem,
destroying Jewish houses of worship, killing, wourding, in an effort to avert
the establishment of the State of Israel, In addition, Mr, Bevin's Government
directly or indirectly encouraged the neighboring Arab States to invade Pal-
estine and to launch a concerted attack upon the newly established State.

When these Arab armies, some of them financed, all of them encouraged
by the British Governmment, failed to destroy the State of Isrsel and to dr~ive
the Israeli into the Mediterranean, when, in fact, the invading armies were
beginning to receive their first crushing blows, which finally completely dis-
comfitted and routed them, it was the Bevin Government tha} sought to restrain
the fighting prowess of Israel by all kinds of maneuvers calculated not %o
establish peace in Palestine but to keep the State of Israel from achieving
ultimate victory.

And when finally the magnificent forces of Israel in recent weeks
carried out their amazing campaign in the Negev and fairly shattered the
Egyptian forces and were about to clear the Negev of all hostile armies,
it was then that Mr, Bevin, realizing that he was unable to achieve his
objectives by using Arab armies to fight for him, determined to maneuver
for direct military intervention on the part of the British Empire., British
troops were despatched to Transjordan. A defunct treaty with Egypt which
the Egyptian Government had denounced and declared null and void,and the
unfortunate incident of the shooting down of four or five British-»iloted
planes over the battlefields of the southern Negev, were seized upon as ex-
cuses to announce that Great Britzin is prepared to arm the Arab States so
as to encourage them to carry on their war against Isrsel, This, on the eve
of the promising armistice negotiations between the State of Israel and sev-
eral of the Arab States,

Mr. Bevin also sought to have our own Govermment underwrite this new
policy of unilateral British intervention in the Near East. Fortunately,
the President of the United States in unmistakeble terms said no. Fortu-
nately, our Government decided no longer to be involved in these desperate
adventures of Mr, Bevin which are motivated by no concern for the welfare
of the Arabs, and certainly by no concern for the welfare of the Israeli,
but purely and simply by what he regards as the imperial interests of Great
Britain. And the refusal of our Government to go along must have been
couched in such clear and unmistakable terms as to have brought about



oBeo

intimations of a substantial shift in the whole British attitude towards
the Government of lsrael,

The latest reports which have been on the air this afternoon are that
the Government of Great Britain is prepared to adopt a new line, that it is
prepared soom and rather quickly to give de facto recognition to Israel,
and that, generally speaking, Great Britain is prepared to inaugurate a new
policy, and that it has notified its dominions and the Aradb States of this
intention, If that is so, then we will bail it with the greatest of satis-
faction, Our quarrel has never been with Great Britain or with the British
people, I recall the very first time that I had occasion to spesk before the
United Nations. I tock occasion to point ocut that our controversy is not with
the people of Great Britain, for whom the Jewish people has always had the
highest regard, a people which in the past evidenced time and again an
understanding for the just claims of the Jewish people, a people that was
in the pest responsible for the issuing of the Balfour Declaration. Our
quarrel has beem and is with a wrong-minded govermment, with a false, ruth-
less, almost unpardonable policy. It is the government and its policies
which we fought, When the government changes its policies and adopts an
attitude of justice to Israel and cooperation witk Isml in its tasks of
establishing itself formslly as a free and sovereign people im its ancestral
home, our quarrela with Great Britain will come to an end.

However, and I sgain repeat this word of esution, nothing concrete has
as yet been done, except for the promise of the release of the detainees on
Cyprus, who never should have been detained in the first place, to demon-
strate a2 real change of attitude on the part of the British Government. And
until that change takes place, end we hope that it will take place soon, it
is the part of wisdom to remain mobilized, to remain alérted, to remain :
eritical and analytical, mot only to gwait the development of events but to
keep the pressure on until the events do take place that we wish to take
place,

May I remind you that everything we have achieved in the last fifteen
months was achieved by Jewish labor and Jewish effort amd Jewish sacrifices.
The United Nations did not establish the Jewish State. The Jewish armies
established the Jewish State, The United Nations did not copen the gates of
Palestine for the vast stream of immigration which is now pouring into the
country. The State of Israel, backed by the armies of Israel, opened the
doors of Palestine., Everything that has been achieved over there and here
and which is now being achieved in London is being achieved as the result of
the tremendous pressure, work, determination of the Jewish people here and
all over the world.

The road is still very long. The State of Israel is not yet a member
of the United Nations. The State of Israel has not yet received coamplete
recognition by our own Govermment, The State of Israel has not yet received
that loan which has been promised and for which the State has been so prayer-
fully waiting these weeks and months, There is no armistice as yet in Pal-
estine, Enemies are still on the borders of Israel, The frontiers of
Israel have not yet been defined and established, The future of the City
of Jerusalem has not yet been determined. Most of tke grave problems, po-
litical as well as economic, remain to be solved, and nothing could be so
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fatal, so lethal, to the future of the State of Israel and to the future of
the Jews throvghout the world, than an attitude of relaxation upon which our
enemies fondly count.

And so, while the situation tonight is considerably improved over the
situation five days sgo when I sent that urgent call to you to come -—- and
I hope that the improvement will continue toc be as rapid from here on — I
am happy that you are here so that you can receive from me this word of
caution which I hope you will trensmit to the members of your great organi-
zations, that the great work of defending the State of Israel politically,
the great work of achieving ultimate peace for Israel, remains to be done.
Therefore, all our friends must be marshalled and kept informed, our friends
in government, our friends in Congress, our Christian friends, the press,
all the molders of public opinion, the Christian clergy of the United States,
all of the forces which have so magnificently stood by us throughout our
strugzles in recent years. To this day Mr. Bevin has found very little
confort in the American press for his actions of the last two weeks, Not
only did he find no comfort, but he found the most thorough-going demunci-
ation. The Government of Great Britain must give a very attentive ear to
American public opinion, whichis reflected in the Americen Government,
which in turn is reflected in that American aid upon which Great Britain
depends today for its very survival,
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