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Committee for Progressive Zionism

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

HOTEL DIXIE . 250 WEST 43m» STREET . NEW YORK 18 N. Y.

August 25, 1948

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Temple Emanuel

1595 Pearl Streect
Denver, Colorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

I regret that I cannot send you very much information on
the differences in ideology and personalities comprising
Group A and Group B of the Gemeral Zionists., I feel,
however, that the attached two excerpts will be of some
help. One i8 from & report published in the Palestine
Review of Mey 10, 1940 (the Ralestine Review is published
in Jerusalem); the second consists of two dispatches re-
leased by Palcor of America, one dated June 28, 1945 and
tha other June 29, 1945.

The Palestine Heview item is of particular interest since
it lists most of the leaders of Group B.

I shalil continue the research and if I find some additional
pertinent material shall be glad to send it to you.

Sin ly yours, A
e )
Morris' Margulies ; /

/
f

\

encs.

With kind regards,



PALCOR, July 3, 1945

PROPOSAL BEFORE ZIONIST GROUP B TO JOIN REVISIONISTS IN SPLIT FROM AGENCY

Tel Aviv, June 28 (Palcor) — The confersnce here of the Union of General Zionism,
Group B, between & proposal calling for group B's continuance as & member of the
coalition, of which the Jewish Agency for Palestine is nowemprised, and a proposal
for joining the Revisionists in forming 2 new National Party to oppose the policies
of the Jewish Agency.

90 delegates from twenty localities in Palestine were represented at the con-
ference which heard Fritz Bernstein, editor of the newspaper Haboker, and President
of the Union of General Zionistsin Palestine, call for breaking away from the Jewish
Agency. Dr. Emil Schmorak, the Union's representatives on the Jewish Agency Executive
Committee, opposed Bernstein's proposal; stating that while Zionism's struggle must be
waged from feelings of despair, it must also be waged with wisdom, enerczy and courage.
Isaac Greenbaum, greeting the donference in the name of the Jewish Agency for Palestine,
urged maintenance of the coalition "in order to fortify our forces in the struggle for
the realization of Zionism's aims."

GENERAL ZIONISTS GROUP B TO FORM NEW PARTY WITH REVISIONISTS

Jerusalem, June 29 (delzyed) — The conference of the Union of General Zionists (Group
B), which closed here last Thrusday, decided to estsblish a new Nztional Party federa-
ting all factions which boycotted the elections of the #ssephath Hanivcharim, Jewish
Palestine's Assembly, January 8, 1945. These factions are the Revisionists and some
sections of the Sephardic population. The conference also decided todemand the resig-
nation of the Jewdsh Agency's Emecutive Committee and the election of a new one. If
the nltimatum on the Agency is not acceded to, the Union will reconsider it participa-
tion in the Agency &8 now constituted.



PALESTINE REVIEW, Msy 10, 1940

The Union of General Zionists, which met in Conference in Tel Aviv lacst wee
is one of the two General Zionist Organisations, better known as "Group B.
known in English speaking countries, its main strength was in Gdlicie and,
extent, in Palestine. Unlike Group 4, it is outspoken in its mtd.patlv to
Labour Orguniaation (Histadrut) and is opposed o the present Zionist Exec
(elthough represented on it). Both these tendencies were cleerly manife
the discussions and resolutions of the Conference. Dr. E. Shmorak, the Un
representative on the Zionist Executive, did not mince words in condemning
which favours oneparty and one element in the Yishuv and offers little help
couragement to private enterprise or middle-ciass settlement. Mr. J. Sug
Party Chairmen and its representative on the Vaad Leumi Executive, was even
explicit in his eriticism of the latter body. It was, therefore, to be ex
the Conference should adopt strong resolutions demending & change in the p
the Jewish Agency Executive and & change of political leadership (the latt
posal was adopted by 48 votes to 47, the minority consisting of younger wo
8lso urged that the present overgrown Vaed Leumi Executive (consisting of 'i'-
should be replaced by & smaller efﬁeimtbadywhoum should be chose
personal merit and not on the basis of & party key. The Conference fnrther
reforms of lebour relations and distribution of smployment to prevent His
domination of the labour market. lnbthlh resolution dealt with educatim,
ported one unified school type. It i3 only only just to point out that the Confer
almost equally ciritical of the state s skenivs £ 0h oM, renks, which had
played very little emergy or initiastive, and whose influence on the conduc!
and Yishuv policy was negligible. This is the more surprising in view of
that such outstanding figures belong to the party es Mr. M. Ussishkin, Mr.
(Msyor of Tel Aviv), Mr. A, Shenksr (President of the Menufzcturers' Ass
Mr. D. Auster (Depity Mayor of Jerusalem), &nd others. Hoping that re-es :
of unity in the General Zionist camp mey improve this situation, the Confere
solved that negotistions be reopened with Group A for the purpose of finding
either of amalgamation or, at least, close cooperation. What prospects of =
such negotiations have will become clearer when Group 4 holds its own Conferer
few weeks' time. But there is no room for optimism.
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ey 20, 1949
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COLMITTEE

Dear Friend:

You have read in the press the statement issued by
Rudolf G, Sonneborn and Dr, Emanuel Neumann on behalf

of the Committee for Progressive Zionism and the Zionist
Organization of America respeetivaly, announcing that
considerable progress has béen made toward an agreement
providing for & coalition ZOA Administretion to be
elected at the forthcowing annual c onvention,

These negotiations were conducted by & sub-committee

of the Committee of Fifteen chosen at the National CP2
Conference held om Sundey, April 17th, at the Hotel
Commodore, From the inception of the Committee for
Progressive Zionism our aim has been to achieve a unity
of all forces in the ZOA in order that the ZOA, stremgth-
ened through the adherence of all elements compr:.aing ¢,
will prove equal to the great historic task now confronte
ing it

e are very happy to be in a position to inform you that
this basic objective of the CPZ has been achieved,

The basis of the arrangement agreed upon is the following:
The ZOA Administration, comprising all officers and mem
bers of the National Executive Committee, numbers 69 per=
sons, Of these, 36 members of the Executive are desig=-
nated by the various regions; the remaining 33, who in-
clude 2ll of the titular officers, are elected by the
convention, Of the 33, the CPZ is to name 16,

In addition, there is to be named a conjoint committee
which will represent both the CPZ and the Administration
forces before all of the convention committees, This son=-
Joint committee is to ttke up for pre-convention considera=-
tion all convention issues with & view to arriving st
mutual understanding and agreement,

We shall keep you informed of any further developments,

We have arranged for a meeting for Saturday afternoon,
May 28th, at 1 P, li,, at the Manhattan Center, 34th Street



-l

and Bighth Avenue, to which all of the delegates to the
convention who are sympathetic to and interested in the
CPZ program will be invited, and at which time they will
be informed of all details pertaining to the agreement

reached,

Appreciative of your coop

eration, I am, with Zionist
* eatinga

.

AMERICAN ]EWl:m
ARCHIVE S













Y April 29, 1948

Mr, Morris Margulies

Committee for Progressive Zionism
Suite 315 & 316

Hotel Dixie

250 West 43rd Street

New York 18, New York

Dear Mr, Margulies:

Your letter of April 23rd, inviting me to sérve as a member of the Executive
Committee of the Committee for Progressive Zionism within the Zionist Organ-
ization of Anoriu. has beean rwdveﬂ. I em greatly distwWbed and disheartened
bv it. -

1 have read your communication carefully and with an open mind. I have sought
in its lines some julﬁﬁu‘kmn for the action of your group in now projecting
this new venture upon the American Zionist scene. The times are so critical

and the hand of destiny lies so heavily upon World Jewry at this moment that a
step such as your group is taking seems exceedingly 11l-timed and ill-sdvised.

Since I would not want to sccuse any Jewish association of men of bed judgment
under such circumstances, I have gone out of my way to give this matter a
thoroughly analytical and unbiesed approach. Alas, I find nothing in your
platform and statement of aims that would conviace me that you have a moral
rignt to orgenize a so-called "Committee for Progressive Zionism with the
Zionist Organization of America®™ not slone at this time but at eny time =
egpecially not at this time.

Let us examine your objectives:

1. Advocacy of a liberal, progressive .Zionist program in the United
States.
What is not liberal and what is not progressive in the
policies of the Zionist Organization of America?
. 2. Encouragement to and support of the democratic forces in Palestine.
1t seems to me that the Z.0.A. is doing thet all along.
3. Insistence upon a democratic Jewish State in Palestine, in which the
citizens of that State shall alone determine its policiss.

I have never heard from any source that the Z.,0.A, stands for
anything but that, and I have good evidence that both Dr. Silver and
Dr. Neumann believe that the citizens of that State shall alone deter=-
mine its policies.,
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4, Consideration of the methods to echieve fulfillment and implementation
of American and United Nations support of Jewish objectives in Palsstine.
That, to my mind, is being very capably done by the present
administration. Besides, the United Nations aspect of the matter
seems to me a rather short term phase of the over-all program which
will be settled long before your committee will be in any position
to influence it,

In the light of all this I feel that your statement attacking the present
edministration, on the ground thst its actions have not reflected its major
pronouncements and activitiss, is s mere camouflage of verbiage, designed to
conceal some other purpose which you choose not to put in writing and which,
I suppose, will be divulged at the meeting that you are planning to call.

In the absence of clsar and irrefutable evidence that the administration of
the Z,0.A. is betraying the prinni.plss of Zionism and nascent Jewish State

in Palestine, I consider your action in organizing this new opposition group,

a criminal diversion from the sacred tesk which we should rnow singularly devote
ourselves to in unity and sscrificel lpiﬂt.. All eyes are now on Palestine
and all hearts go out to Jerusalem, If ever American Zionist leadership needed
to concentrate on fundamentals, the ti.nl is now.

It is e trevesty and a mocksry of uwutiom-@rocadm and the constitu-
tion of the Zionist Orgenization of America to organize a committee "within"
the Z.0.A. Anyone who is displeased with the actions of the administration
can voice his objections on the floor of the convention end the Administrative
Couneil, which is the interim governing body between conventions, and seek
support for his views., He also has the privilege to assemble in caucus such
supporters as he can get and map out en opposition program. But he has no
right to sow confusion, distrust and doubt by letter, wire or any other nation-
wide cempaign technique at & time when the Jewish people in Palestine is fight-
ing for is life.

May I say in closing that your injection of this issue without a shred of
logical justification puts you on the side of those who are giving aid and
comfort to the enemy. The American Council for Judaism, the State Department,
the Colonial Office and the Arab League will be delighted with your inept
generalship which is opening to them the back door and which is, unwittingly,
making of the home front a Trojan horse.

Very sincemly yours,l
(Signed)

§. P. Benamy .
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May 25, 1948
Mr, S8, P. Benamy
334 VWest Peachtree Street
Atlanta 3, Georgia

Dear Benamy:

My delay in acknowledging your letter dated April 29 is due to a
long hesitation as to whether I should reply to it at all. I could

not believe you had written it. Having known you for many years,
and respecting your normally deliberate and temperate judgments,

I could not associate the bombastic and oceasionally vicious languages
of that letter with the reasonable and considerate Benamy that I have
known.

The mystery of the letter was cleared up for me, however, when mem-
bers of the Z,0.A, National Executive and Administrative Council
began to receive copies of your letter, The postmark wes "New York".
Then I understood. Recognizing now that your signature and not your
spirit was embodied in that letter, I continue to regard you with
the same respect and affection as always. If you permitted your
signature on thet letter, 4% is, I am convinced, because you are not
aware of what has been happening in the Zionist movement.

I should like to deal with some of the observations appearing under
your name, .

1, The Committee for Progressive Zionism actually had its origin
just prior to the Z,0.A, Convention of 1947, It came into being
formally in the latfer part of 1947. Your letter is full of indig-
nation about "stirring controversy". Apparently you failed to no-
tice that the Committee for Progressive Zionism has been dormant.
That was not because the asctivities of the Zionist leadership in
this ecouniry had their uniform support -- but because they were more
concerned with the fate of Palestine than with their personal views,
however valid they are. The leaders of the Committee for Progres-
sive Zionism carefully avoided any action that might have been used
&8 e handle by the enemies of Zionism, There were many times when
the Committee was stirred by what it regarded as inadequate or inept
action, It refreined from criticism -- not out of fear of offernding
the Zionist leaders responsible but out of anxiety to aveid hurt to
Palestine.

What the Committee for Progressive Zionism has done is unique in the
annals of American Zionism. You know that is not how previous oppo-
sitions have operated.
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It was only a few years ago when discussion on the compesience of American Zionist
leadership was not only public but violent, There was no hesitation in the airing of
internal Zionist problems and policies that resulted in holding up the whole Zionist
position to ridicule. And at that time the fate of Palestine was at steake. At that
time there was an American Zionist Policy Committee. I remind you that the Chairman
of that Committee was Charles J, Rosenbloom. Its objective was to bring Dr, Abba
Hillel Silver into the Zionist leadership. IV succeeded. I was among those who was
strongly in support of that activity. It is my recollection that you were on the
other side of that question.

Today, Charles J. Rosenbloom is Chairman of the Commitiee for Progressive Zionism,
Was Charles Rosenbloom entitled to express his views in 1945 but not in 19487

During the campaign of the American Zionist Policy Committee, there was no sparing of
Zionist personalities, When anybody associated with Dr. Stephen S. Wise suggested
that this endangered the Zionist position at Washington, aliemated the State Depart-
ment, undermined the relations between the Yishuv anﬂ.h'itmln, he was branded as &
timorous weakling who cared more for dignity than for Zionist ends.

When, at the last Zionist Congress, the Zionist leaders of America felt it necessary
to cast down Dr., Chaim Weiszmann mmmm, they had no hesitancy. There
was no consideration of the fact that he was one of the few names in world opinion
with which to conjure.

Please remember that I do not challenge the sincerity of the persons associated with
all this activity. Nor do I challenge their right to have acted as they did. I mere-
ly assert that it is hypocritical at this timeé to try to stop an opposition to the
current leadership by suggesting i® -puld "hurt the cause."

2., Who are the people who compose the leadership of the Committee for Progressive
Zioniem? Are they upstarts who have only pride of opinion on their side? Are they
people who have stood on the sidelines in so far as activity for Palestine is con-
cerned? You know the opposite to be the truth, Examine the 1ist of names thus far
associated with the Committee. The list is limited, to be sure. That is part of the
effort to reduce the area of discussion, Each of the names represents a history in
Zionist activity, The overwhelming majority are men who are today playing an out-
standing role in arousing American Jewry to the need for funds for Palestine. Many
of them have themselves set outstanding examples in generosity. But whether men with
some or with limited means, they have given added effectiveness to the name of Zion-
ist. BHow do you explain the fect that these men, who represent strength in their own
right and in what they symbolize, feel deeply that the present Zionist Administration
must revise its policles and practices? Some of the members of the Committee have
held office in the 2.0.A. Most of them are not men who care for office., They have
only one objective: what is best for the interests of Palestine,

3. Now, as to the basis of the opposition., There are many aspects which I would
like to go into when we next meet. I touch on & few here.

It is a fact that the present Z.0.A. leadership has no access to the White House, the
State Department or any other important governmental agency. Do you regard that as
healthy when our Government must play so vitel a role in the affairs of Palestine?
You may say or believe that this leadership is responsible for the creaticn of the
Jewish State. But I beg to remind you that the Jewish State came into being chiefly
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by virtue of the force of arms of the Yishuv and not the political strategy of only
the Zionists of America.

Now, we face a criticel era, The new State of Israel needs support from our Govern-

ment, political support and financiel support. Is there & proper atmosphere for this
when the Zionist movement must use a strange assortment of emissaries rather than its
own leaders to be the spokesmen for the cause in Washington?

One of the charges made by our group is that the present Z.0.A, Administration has
excluded everybody who might express an independent opinion., It has placed a premium
on uniformity and on obedience. It is the belief of the Committee for Progressive
Zionism that ell persons in America who have something to contribute to benefit
Palestine should be utilized. The Committee does not aim to oust anybody. Its sole
aim is to use everybody for the interests of Palestine, Exclusion of anybody from
service to the Zionist movement, on grounds of personal differemces or independence
of judgment, is & luxury we cannot afford., It is our view that the Z.0.A. must again
represent, as it once did, a synthesis of all views that prevail in the organization
and that it should cease to be totelitarian im its insistence on regimented thinking
and voting.

4, It is the view of the Committee for Progressive Zionism that the Yishuv must be
free from interference, whether by elien governments or by Zionmists from outside.
The creation of the State of Israel must be accompanied by & recognition of its
sovereignty even on the part of Zionists.

How, you may ask, can we American Zionists viclate that sovereigniy, when the State
of Israel will create its own laws and manage its own affairs? The answer is to be
found in what use is made of the World Ziomist Organization from this point on and
above all how we act with regard to funds raised in this country for Palestine.

The new Staite is desperately in need of funds and will be for many years, It is our
hope that American Jewry, in so far as voluntary funds are concerned, will do its
full part. But these funds dare not be used as leversge to influence motions of the
State or people in that State.

It is a known fact that money raised in this country has been used to influence
perties and individuals in Palestine, IT has been used to line up other factions
of the Zionist movement with the party line of the Z2.0.,A, I do not regard that as
a valid use of American Zionist money or as a proper relationship between American
Zionists and the Yishuv,

5. The Zionist Organization of America was, for decades, & liberal organization.

The Pittsburgh platform of 1918 was the best expression of that, The Z,0,A, was al-
ways ldentified with e progressive interpretation of the social and economic problems
of Palestine.

Suddenly the Z.0,A., in its public expressions but, even more, in its attitudes at
Congresses, became the voice of economic and social reaction as far as Palestine is
concerned. The Z.0.A. has been the leading instrument in building the General Con-
federation of Zionists, which today expresses the spirit of the former General Zionist
B group of Poland rather than the traditional spirit of American Zionism, The Z,0.A.
bas become linked with some of the worst reactionaries in Palestine through the
General Confederation of Zionists,
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Whom are we fooling? Are we really building a Palestine where men shall live on the
same economic principle of dog-eat-dog that prevails in some of our less advanced
economies? Or are we treating with the problem of those Jews whose requirement is
merely a decent standard of living? That does not mean that the utmost encouragement
should not be given either to the middle class or to the entrepreneur who has some-
thing to contribute to the economy of Palestine. But certainly we ought to recognize
that Palestine's economy must be geared to embrace all elements of the populatien.

The peculiar thing is that some of the outstanding leaders now identified with the
present Z,0.A, Administration have a liberal economic record in this country. Cer-
tainly Dr. Silver has always been identified with progressive social and economic
thinking as regards the United States., It is indeed unfortunate that a handful of
men, whom most of the Zionists of America do not know -- either by name or achieve-
ment -- are now twisting the Z.0.A, into an unrecognizeble pattern which does injury
to the whole lifetime position even of Dr. Silver. One can only assume that s dis-
torted "party line," resulting from a contest for office, has diverted the Z.0.A.
into this new and reactionary channel,

It is horrifying to hear a vice-president, and today ome of the chief spokesmen for
the 2.0.A., in speaking before the Administrative Council -- between conventions the
highest suthority in the Z,0.A, -- refer to the Yishuv as disciples of the Red Flag
of Marxism, On the platform from which this statement was made was seated the Presi-
dent of the Z,0,A, and other leaders of the current Z.0,A, Administration, but nome
challenged or took exception to this defamation of the Yishuv, How does this asper-
sion differ from slanders of the British who disseminate news reports that immigrants
entering Palestine are "Red agents"? This smear of the leadership of the Palestine
labor movement within the World Zionist Organisation mey seem smart politics, but

I think the responsible members of the Z.0.A. ought to be aware of the disastrous
road along which we are being made %o trayel, How much real moral difference is
there between members of the American Council for Judaism who brand Zionists as un-
patriotic and Zionists who label Palestinian Jews &s followers of the Red Flag of
Marxism?

I feel certain that if you had given thorough study to the policies and actions of
the present Z.0,A, Administration -- not as they are portrayed in publicity handouts
in The New Palestine, which is now a house organ in the worst sense of the term, but
as they truly are -- you would not have permitted your signature to your letter of
April 29, I feel certain, in fact, that you would hasten to join the Committee for
Progressive Zionism, which does not believe in purges of anybody who can serve
Zionism,

Cordially yours,
(Signed)
Morris Margulies
P.S. In accordance with the style set by you, I am sending a copy of this letter
t0 our Zionist friemds. I would not want them to feel that you did not receive an

answer,

M. M,
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Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Congregation Emamu-El
Esst 60th Avenue
Denver, Colorado

Dear Rebbi Friedmen:

On bebalf of Mr. Lipsky and myself, I am sending
you the sttached letter. It is our conviction
that the aims end purposes of the Committee for
Progressive Zionisn have your wholehearted
approval., 1 would sppreciate your signing the
copy &nd returning it to me at your earliest
convenience.

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,
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Enc.
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Beer Rabbi Friedmans N

Out of deep concern for the welfare of the Zionist movement as a whole, and es-
recially of the Ziomist Organization of America, & number of us have decided to form
a group to be known &s the Committee for Progressive Zionism, It is to be composed
of Z0A members and will function within the freme of the ZOA.

There is no question of our loyal support of constituted Zionist authority - mational
and international, But we recognize that to allow the pr.mt administration of the
ZOA, under cover of the m aitunt!.on, to oouaul long-range policies, would
result in lasting injury to the Zionist csuse and impair the ZOA es an instrument of
Zionist achievement.

We are passing through a critical period. New problems end issues arise in Zionism
and decisions fateful for the future of our movement will have to be taken, The
large membership of the ZOA should become &n informed comstituency. Such an informed
constituency is possible only with a free Zionist press and frank discussion,

Briefly, these are the basic principles which animate the Committee for Progressive
Zionism:

l. Advocacy of a liberal, progressive Zionist program in the United States;

2, Encouragement to and support of the democratic forces in Palestine;

8. Insistence upon a democratic Jewish State in Palestine, in which the
citizens of that State shall alone determine its policies

4, Consideration of the methods to achieve fulfillment and implementation
of American and United Nations support of Jewish objectives in Palestine,

We feel that the administration of the Zionist Organization of America, in so far as
its major pronouncements and activities are concerned, has not reflected the view
which we hold.

It is our aim to stimulate free discussion of Zionist problems through independent
publications and meetings, It is our hope to open the doors of the ZOA so that
varying points of view may be given expressicn to in a democratic way,

The full program of the Committee will be formulated when its executive commitiee
has been completed,

If you desire to be identified with the Committee for Progressive Zionism and will
accept our invitation to serve as a member of its executive committee, please be
good enough to sign and return the attached copy of this letter.

Very cordially yours,

Charleg’ d. Rosenbloom
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February 4, 1949

MEMORANDUN
TO THE DISTRICTS AND REGIONS OF THE Z0A

Aoting within its constitutional rights, the Committee for Progressive Zionism
has given notice to all Zionist Distriots and Regions that it intends to call for a
change of regime in the ZOA at the next annual oconvention.

A conference of interested parties -- all Z0A members, many representatives of
distriots and regions -- was held at the Biltmore Hotel on Januery 30th, under the
chairmanship of Harold J. Geldenberg. Two principal resolutions were ndoPtad (See
attached. )

The ZOA adminlstrnt:lon, using the geaarxl funds of the ZOA to which all members
contribute, has now called an "extraox national eonference”, to be held in New
York on February 13th, of the officers of Zionist districts as well as members
of the Administrative and Executive Commitiee to ocomsider “the present situation of
the American Zionist Movement." This conference will undoubtedly be used by the
administration to secure a condemnation of "all charges brought against the ZOA
leadership.”

No intimation is given of eny desire to have both sides represented, the com-
plainent as well as the defenders. It is expeoted that an attempt will be made to
force a vote expressing confidence in the administration after hearing what the ad-
ministration has to say, The opposition is not invited to attend. Any decision
made is to be based on ex parte statements.

This is most undemooratic procedure, If it is allowed without protest, every
ZOA administration could perpstuate itself in office by using administration funds
and ZOA apparatus to stifle all oriticism.

A government (or administration) of the ZOA represents all its members. The
funds of the organization and its entire apparatus cannot fairly be used to repel
oritiocism of the groups within the ZOA who are compelled to pay their own expenses
in order to conduot a public service which their oritioism represents.

Go to the confersnce on February 13th and speak your own mind. Tell the group
that wants to use you to perpetuste their control of the ZOA what you think of the
policies they have been pursuing -- the polioy of destruotion, the poliey of reerim-
ination and war, the poliecy of disregarding public opinion,

S8inoce when has critiocism and opposition become & orime in the ZOA? The right
to oriticize one's own organization is inalienable in the Zionist movement. Exercise
your right without fear or favor.

Oharles J. Rosenbloom, Chalrman
Committee for Progressive Zionism
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REPORT ON CONFERENCE

January 30 - Hotel Biltmore, N. Y. C.

In a mood of indignation and resentment against the latest and most flagrant aot
of wilfull destruction by the ZOA Administration, 200 Zionist leaders from all parts
of the country met on Sunday, January 30th, in New York, under the suspices of the
Committee for Progressive Zionism, and moved quickly to organize a campaign to re-
place the present dietatorial regime of the ZOA and to restore an administrative
system based on demooracy.

Those present at the mesting, including some of the foremost Zionist leaders of
this country, were deeply moved by the factuel rsports whioh described the present
status of the Zionist movement and the steady deterioration of the relationship be-
tween the ZOA and the Government of Israel, the World Zionist movement and the United
States Government.

The antagonism of the present leadership of the ZOA to sll other sections of the
Zionist movement was climaxed during the last week by a resolution adopted, it is sald,
by the National Executive Committee of the ZOA, which constitutes an open declaration
of war ageinst the Executive of the Jewish Agency which is also the Executive of the
World Zionist Organization representing all-sections of the World Zionist movement.

It was this open attack against the authority of the Zionist movement which
moved the Committee for Progressive Zionism, at its meeting on Sunday, to adopt a
program whose aim is to unseat the present regime of the ZOA and to bring esbout a
closer relationship of the ZOA with other sections of the Zionist movement and the

American Jewish community.

The meeting adopted the following resolutions:

The advent of the State of Israel, its transfer from a provisional to a permanent
government, its recognition by the major nations of the world led by the United States
of America, its ardent support by the overwhelming majority of the Jews of this
country, will inevitably and in due course bring about the transformation of Ameriocan
Zionism, its organization and its functions.

An enlightened leadership of the ZOA would seek to develop the kind of an or-
ganization that would draw into participation and cooperation all American Jews
devoted to the upbuilding of Israel.

The present administration of the ZOA bristles with antagonisms, resents and
suppresses Justifiable oritiocism and construotive suggestionsz, has closed its ranks
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to representative and progressive leadership, has given its support to the most re-
actionary political parties in Israel, and has lost contact with the Government of
the United States to the detriment of Israel, and is even today in open confliot

with the highest authority of the World Zionist Organization, the Executive of the

Jewish Agency.

The Committee for Progressive Zionism, therefore believes that the best inter-
ests of the Zionist movement in America would be served by changing the present
regime of the ZOA at its next annual convention. We express the conviction that if
no such change is made, the ZOA will proceed from its present confusion to rapid
disintegration. We ca&ll upon all members of the ZOA, its Distriots and Regions, to
join our organized effort within the Z0A to achleve the objective of strengthening
the Zionist movement in Americe by nominating end electing an enlightened, progres-
sive and representative leadership of the Z.0.A.

We have learned with smazement that the Executive Committee of the Zionist
Organization of America at its last meeting adopted e resolution including the
following:

"The Jewish Agenoy for Palestine be advised that the Zionist
Organization of America deems any intervention by the Agency
in the matter of techniques end organization of Americen
Zionist movement as mot being within thelr competence and
Jurisdietion;

"A cablegram be sent to the Jewlish Agenoy for Palestine in
Jerusalem advising them that their eontemplated meeting in
New York or elsewhsre for a discussion of Zionism on the
American scene is both unprecedented and emphatically in-
opportune at this time."

We voice our strong protest against this attack on the asuthority of the Executive
of the Jewish Agency by the present leadership of the ZOA. We welcome the Jerusalem
members of the Agency Executive to this country; and express our confidence in them,
We assure the Agency Exeoutive of our loyal support in all their endeavors to achieve
effective cooperation in American Zionism.

In order to enable the CPZ to carry on its activities, a fund raising effort
aiming at a goal of $260,000 was initiated, Mr. Fred Monosson, veteran Zionist
leader, was elected Campaign Chairman.

Harold J. Goldenberg, of Minneapolis, presided. Among the speakers were Dr. Nahum
Goldmann, member of the Jewish Agenoy Executive, Dr. Stephen S. Wise and Louis
Lipsky, noted leaders of American Zionism, Judge Louis BE. Levianthal, (the three
latter being former presidents of the Z.0.A.), Meyer Weisgal, Abraham Feinberg,
Michael Stavitsky, Carl Sherman, and others.

OUT OF TUNE WITH THE WORLD ZIONIST MOVEMENT
Dr, Bahum Goldmamn

Dr. Goldmann began with an analysis of the relationship of local Zionist affairs



to the international soene, The role of the ZOA must be looked at from the point of
view that the establishment of the Jewish State has made it necessary to reorient
the Zionist orgenization end reconsider its relations to Palestine. Unless there is
a new interpretation of these relations the disintegration of Jewry in the Diaspora
will result. However, this central problem of Zionism today, the relationship of
Jews to Israel, cannot be solved in a matter of months, but must take years and must
go through a number of stages and steps. The World Zionist Organizeation, in all its
aspects, will have to undergo revision. The Basle Program, shekel, party setup out-
side of Israel, must be revised. But regardless of what happens, the World Zionist
Organization must be the primary instrument of that change. No outside power can
eliminate the Organization, whioch, for the next few years, must be the means to re-
organize the Jews around Palestine. Otherwise, there would be chacs. The World
Zionist Organization will have to be the main instrument for reshaping the relation-
ship between Jews cutside of Israel and those in Isreel.

In another year or two, half of Buropean Jewry may have left Europe. This will
increase the proportionate importance of American Jewry within the framework of
World Jewry outside of Israel, The Zionist movement in this country and the ZOA
will play an importent role, The main Issue before the Zionist Congress will be
Just this problem of the relationship of Israel to World Jewry. It will make a big
difference who represents American Zionists at the COongress, whether the group dom-
inating the ZOA at present or groups which are mot in accord with their ideas.

The ZOA as it iz today is out of tune with not only a large part of the Zionist
group in America and a large part of American Jewry, but also with the State of
Israel and with the majority of the World Zionist movement.

The present confliot is not about Montor, desplte the impression the Yiddish
pepers try to oreate, We should mot allow the issue to be distorted into a personal
one. In that confliot the large majority of the Executive of the Jewish Agenoy here
and in Israel has taken one position, backed by the Government of Israel, end
Dr. Silver backed by Mr. Neumann has taken another position. A resolution of the
Executive of the ZOA was cabled to the Executive of the Jewlsh Agenocy in Jerusalem
warning them not to come to this country., Bui the Executive of the Jewish Agenoy
decided to disregard the warning and come here anyway, because they feel that it is
of utmost importance to establish once and for all, who is the highest authority in
the Zionist movement.

.  The question of the autonomy of the ZOA in Zionist affeirs in this country
does not arise. The UPA oollects money for the Agenoy and the World Zionist movement
and not for the Z0A. A situation wherein an instrument defies its creator must be
remedied.

The ZOA is also out of tune with the Government of Israel, Whoever knows the
inside situation of the World Zionist Movement and its relationship with the Govern-
ment of Israel Imows it. The ZOA edministration recognizes the State of Israel de
Jure but not de faoto.

The ZOA is part of the Confederation of General Ziomists but it is also out of
tune with the General Zionist movement in the world, Whether the differences can be
overcome at the next Zionist Congress will depend on the willingness of the ZOA to
compromise. In Israel, one part of the General Zionist Organization tries to establish
itself not as a kind of liberal central party (as it slways did before) but as a
right-wing bourgeois group. It is that right-wing group in Isrsel that is supported
by the ZOA administration.
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It is a Zionist duty to clean house within the Zionist movement in America.
Zionism cannot tolerate & Temmany Hall machine end the rule of a small group. A
voluntary movement (contrary to a State with police powers) cannot use dictatorial
powers, and cannot be effective and assume responsibility if it is organized as is
the ZOA today. Such rule will not do within the Zionist movement, especially today,
when we have to organize the good will of Jews who are already for us.

It is an essential Zionist duty to organize properly the Zionist movement in
this country so that the World Zionist movement can fulfill the purpose and task it
must face in the next few years. It must be dome this year.

AUTOCRATIC CONTROL SHUTS OUT OPPOSITION
Louis Lipsky

In his address, Mr. Lipsky said: there is a governmemt in the ZOA administra-
tion called the Executive. But the Executive does not make eny decision of importance.
It never overrode the president or the small group that controls the ZOA. When we
try to change the admimistration, we are not ettacking the ZOA which is just as dear
to me as to anyone else in the movement. The present regime has continued in office
for four years. It stifles opposition, end suppresses any honest expression of
opinion. It seeks to control without free da'hd‘.af without the sorutiny of the public.
The NEW PALESTINE is closed to discussion. Control has become the objective of the
Zioniet Administration.

The present administration is organized for attack - atiack on everyone and
everything - until finally the whole psychology is attuned to attack. Why is the
ZOA spending so much of their momey always attaoking?

A£11 Jews are encompassed by the destiny of oreating the Jewish State. Anyone
who obstructs it because of arrogange or lust for power will fall because he is
standing in the way of the fulfillment of Zionist aims. This is not a movement to
proscribe anybody. It is & movement where everyone who works for this common good
is weloome and the forces that are destroying the common good must give place to
other forces. The regime of the ZOA of today must meke way for a new regime, If we
don't do it for love of the Jewish people and love for the cause, it will be done
by others with force and anger and hatred end destruction. We are doing it in such
a way as to make it possible for the ZOA to win the Jewish communities. The Jewish
people have contributed as much to the success of the Zionist movement as any of the
Zionists have. Everyone is entitled to a seat at the table., To do this in an orderly
way we orgenize ourselves to change this regims.

The obstinacy of Silver wes an important thing in the war against our enemies.
But his obstinacy internally must not continue to the detriment of the movement.
The ZOA is the most important organization in the Galuth. To abandon it would be
folly. It would be stupidity to give it up to the control of those controlling it
now. It would be & lack of faith of which none of us should be guilty. Therefore
the resolutions we adopt are important., They should not indicate the cheapness and
vulgarity of the resolutions adopted by the ZOA. We are engaged in bringing into
the Z0A those prinoiples of morality and regard for the Jewish people as a whole
which reflect the old Zionist spirit - sympathy for Jews, concern for their future,
interest in their rights. We are working to recover in the Zionist Organization
those virtues that had been lost in the warlike struggles of the movement. The
Zionist Organization has become a rendezvous for ambitious persons who want to wreck
their will on the Zionists of the United States and fulfill their own personal am-



bitions. The time has come for peace. We are the instruments of peace. Those stand-
ing in its way should be removed legally and by those principles by which we are
guided as Zionists.

I appeal to you therefore not only to adopt resolutions and give contributions
whioh are essential, but your duty lies in the work within the regions, districts and
emong your friends. If we do this, the volce and arrogance of the present ZOA leaders
will melt in the heat of our anger and indignation.

THE ZOA - AN INSTRUMERT FOR SELF-GLORIFICATION
Dr. Stephen 8. Wise

I want to throw a little supplementary light on the UPA, About three months
ago, 1 sent a telegram urging a meeting of the Board of Direotors in order to pass
on action which had been taken by the Executive Committee. For five months the
problems of the UPA have been dealt with by a controlled exscutive committee and no
meeting of the Board of Directors has been called - with one reascn or another given.

Some day you are going to give me a medal for sitting through six or eight of
the nauseating meetings of the Executive of the UPA marked by viclent diatribes by
Silver and Neumann and by foul and loathsome speeches by the candidates for successor
to Neumann. HMore fawning went on in order to gain the favor of Dr. Silver and to be
remembered on the day of election. But still no meeting of the Board of Directors.

Thus there are some differences which cannot be settled with Dr. Silver and
Dr, Neumann., Two such differences which cannot be settled are (1) lack of demooracy
and what is even more serious (2) the desire to exercise control over Israel. With
regard to the first, democracy has fled from the ZOA, which is an autoecratio dic-
tatorial organization that does not know democracy. How can we settle with that? I
have not given my life to Zionism to have the State of Israel Silverized and
Neumennized. We fought for a free progressive State in Israel. The regime here is
a mortal enemy of the Govermment of Israel. The Government of Israel since May 15th
is almost as great a miracle as the miracle of the Jewish State.

We will make up our differences with Silver and Neumann when they reaccept the
demooratic faith, and when they cease to deal with Ben Gurion as if he were Bevin
and with the State of Israel as if it were our enemy.

If the masses in the Zionist movement today understood the intent of the reso-
lutions passed by the ZOA Exeoutive Committee, they would consign them to oblivion,
We would not have had to hold this meeting today. If you will it, that Neumann-Silver
regime will come to an end.

In oconolusion, I support these resolutions. We will give and seocure whatever
funds are required in order to dislodge the group which disgraces the Zionist move-
ment and which is hostile to the Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Congress.

I want to see the State of Israel. But when I go I want to be able to say of
American Zionism that "we are not going to tether you, to imprison you, We want a
liberal progressive democratio forward-looking State." I feel that the biggest
problem in my life is still before ms. We are going to liberate the Zionist Organi-
zation of America and help to keep the State of Israel a great free, demooratio,
liberal progressive State worthy of our past.



For your informationm,
herﬁﬁuoﬁaldhollttmnﬂod
on December 10th to Dr. Neumann and the
Editor of the New Palestine.
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April 13, 1949

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman
Temple Emanuel
Denver, Colorado

Dear Herb:

I am dictating this note in haste, as it is Erev Pesach, and loads of
work undone,. |

I would stress three pointsy,mainly: 1, Ve have been supporting an
administration in Jewish Life, which, not one of us would have supported
in general American Life, It is shocking, in vilew of the fact that the
Jew has always represented the liberal and the progressive, How could we
mpputmadlinim&mthntmmmtnthamoflﬂw,wofthsmmel

League, .

2. As Jews, we have complained bitterly about miserable treatment by
certain elements of the press, who have given usi no opportunity to defend
ourselves. The New Palestine, under the present; administration, has been
closed to tried and true Zionists., Lipsky has been unable to get an article
into the New Palestine, ete. The very faet that you find it diffieult to
get a hearing, is, in itself indicative,

3. (a) The State of Israel mst not become another Balksn State, It
must express the vision of the prophets in terms of social justice, If the
strongest force in Diaspora Jewry, controlling hundreds of millions of dol-
lars, is out to break this government, only the Lord kmows what type inter-
necine strife may result. (b) This is not & question of personalities.
Whether I perscnally admire Silver or Newman, Wise or Lipsky, has little
to do with the problem, Whether I favor the policies of Weizman, Ben Gurion
and Shertok, or whether I will seek an unholy allismce with the Beigins and
@&ther extreme reactionary forees is important, Cite the refusal to éon-
demn the Sternists, ete.

The question will be asked about new-comers in the ranks, Most of us
in the leadership of the progressives have dedicated at least 30 years to
Zionism, The Montor question will be brought up, The answer is simple,
For the good of the U.J.A. he took a belly-full for a number of years, and
finally split a gut, The final point is this, Surely the State of Israel
should know what is best for its interests., They are quite evidently support-
ing the progressives.

Yours sincerely,

bititinee Pl Ltk

William P, Greenfeld
Rabbi

WPG onservative Synagogue Dedicated to the Perpetuation of Vital, Traditional Judaism
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PANIC IN ZOA LEADERSHIP

Since its defeat in the UPA Board, the ZOA. leadership
has been drifting in rough seas without a compass. The
annual convention is only six weeks off, but no program
is discernible, the name of the candidate is not known,
and the only rational discussion of the convention is
being contributed by the CPZ and — we are glad to see
— the National Jewish Post.

The “leaders” were confident that when they withdrew
from responsibility for the UJA they would be pressured
by a draft movement to return to their posts in the
Jewish Agency, in order to save the campaign from
anticipated collapse. That did not happen. There was
no collapse and no draft. In fact, with gratifying speed
and efficiency the Washington conference was organized
and attended by 1,200 communal workers from all parts
of the country and the campaign was launched in a spirit
of exaltation and sacrifice. The resigned leaders could
have helped, but the campaign had to get along with-
out them.

To show their indifference to the responsibilities of
the campaign the ZOA arranged two events for Monday,
March 21st, one day after the Washington conference.
One was a dinner meeting of “two hundred industrialists”
called to fix attention not upon the UJA campaign, but
on the fact that the ZOA had an Israel project all its
own — the Israel Corporation, a private investment com-
pany. The public effect of the unsuccessful dinner
meeting was to deepen the impression made by Dr. Silver
that the ZOA would leave the UJA campaign exclusive-
ly to the majority that had taken over and that it was
still nursing its grievance.

On the same day, the ZOA Executive made the
surprise decision that the annual convention would be
held not in July or later, but in May. The decision
meant that the whole ZOA would be absorbed during
April and May in a controversial convention, the prepara-
tions for which would arouse factional controversy and
divert attention from the principal Zionist business,
i.e, the UJA campaign. It also would serve as a handicap
for the opposition, which would not have much time to

advance their cause except at the expense of the cam-

paign, to which most of them are devoted. It meant

that the convention itself would be a hurried affair.
(Concluded on page 3)

Dewey Stone Nominated

Dewey D. Stone of Brockton, Mass., was unani-
mously nominated for the Presidency of the ZOA
by the Executive Committee of the New England
Zionist Region at a well-attended meeting held on
Sunday, April 10.

Mr. Stoné has played an important role in the
affairs of the present administration. He is a mem-
ber of its Executive Committee and Inner Com-
mittee. He has been a consistent supporter of Dr.
Silver. As chairman of the Expansion Fund of
the ZOA, he made a record in results and personal
devotion. He did not support the present leaders
in their recent attack on the Jewish Agency Exec-
utive. On the contrary, he took a leading part in
the successful struggle for the reconstitution of the

UPA and UJA along democratic lines.

His supporters look upon Mr. Stone as a
“compromise” candidate, who “will labor wun-
ceasingly for cooperation and harmony in Zionist
ranks, and will give himself heart and soul to the
urgent task of uniting all groups and all leaders
under the banner of constructive work for the ZOA
and the Jewish State.”

Mr. Stone has just returned from Israel aboard
the presidential plane, which brought President
Chaim Weizmann to this country., He is Chairman
of the Board of the Weizmann Institute of Science.

The nomination of the New England leader has
found immediate support in the Executive Com-
mittee of the Wynnefield Zionist District of
Philadelphia, the largest District in Pennsylvania,
which enthusiastically seconded the proposal.




PROGRAM OF ACTION

In order to find a solution to some of the grave problems
facing the ZOA today, we offer for pre-convention
discussion the following program of action:

1. Develop Close Ties with Israel

The incoming administration of the ZOA should take
the initiative in developing a closer and more direct
interest in Isracl among the Jews of America. This
objective may be attained through the establishment in
the United States of various institutions to heighten the
interest of American Jewry in the social, cultural and
economic phases of Israeli life. Among immediate steps
proposed are: a) the sponsorship in American universities
of special chairs for the teaching of Hebrew; b) the
encouragement of Hebrew classes and clubs to promote
the study of Hebrew among American Jews who may
visit Israel either as settlers of visitors; c) the stimulation
of “Chaluz” activities among American Jewish youth;
d) the establishment in Israel of an American Jewish
center for the reception and guidance of Jewish settlers
and visitors from this country; e) the establishment in
Israel of a special school for American Jewish youth who
decide to settle permanently in the Jewish State. These
brief points — by no means a complete program — are
urged for consideration and action at the convention.

2. Stimulate Fund-Raising for Israel

A primary function of the ZOA is to stimulate the
gathering of funds for the recognized national institutions
which are supported by the United Jewish Appeal. At
the same time, the ZOA, in cooperation with the ap-

propriate economic organs of the Jewish Agency and

the Government of Israel, should stimulate private in-
vestment of American capital in Israel. But under no
circumstances shall the administration of the ZOA assume
a direct responsibility for any private investment
corporation.

3. A Federation of all American
Zionist Groups

The incoming ZOA administration shall be authorized
to take steps to organize a federation of all recognized
American Zionist groups. This over-all body approved
by the World Zionist Organization (1937) will perform
in this country the broad functions which are exercised
on a world basis by the World Zionist Executive (Exec-
utive of Jewish Agency). It shall cooperate whole-
heartedly with the Government of the State of Israel
and take a leading role in reviving the ideals of
democracy and representative government in American
Jewish affairs.

4. An Executive Committee to Lead ZOA

Following the democratic example of the World
Zionist Congress and its Exccutive, the constitution of
the ZOA shall be amended to permit the election by
proportional representation of an executive body of
seven to nine members, cach heading one department.
They shall be collectively responsible, together with the
president, to the larger Executive Committee of seventy
for the affairs of the ZOA between conventions. The
present set-up of rule by an Inner Committee appointed
by the president and responsible only to him shall be
abandoned.

L - - -

This brief program is submitted for discussion by
districts, regions and candidates and for decision at the
conyention. It is by no means a complete solution for all
the problems facing the ZOA, but it may serve as pre-
liminary report on the reorganization of the ZOA.

A *Neutral’ Writes To
The New Palestine

Sol B. Abrams, who presided at a Bronx, N. Y,,
Zionist district meeting at which Jacques Torczyner
and Harry Seeve debated on the policies of the ZOA,
wrote the following letter to the editor of The
New Falestine. A copy of the letter was sent to
‘the CPZ:

“I hasten to correct several erroneous remarks as
reported in the March §1 issue of The New Palestine.
Firstly, Mr. Torczyner did not have an ‘easy time
in proving the charges unfounded.’ Both leaders
claimed to have documents or letters in their
possession, but neither produced any. There was no
winner in the debate. It was an exciting, informative
discussion, which opened many minds to thinking.
It was a very healthy meeting — a shot in the arm
to stimulate Zionist actions.

“I am not a member of the CPZ and I do not
agree entirely with their views. However, 1 ask
you to answer their charge that The New Palestine
is closed to oppositional views. I have reason to
believe that your story on the meeting was written
before our meeting took place. It was definitely
slanted and your reports come from shrouded
sources.

“I would sincerely urge that oppositional views
be granted equal space, line for line, column for
column in forthcoming issues of The New Palestine.
Newsprint is expensive. Give space to cultural,
district and political news, rather than utilize it in
attacks upon our brethren and fellow Zionists.”




PANIC IN ZOA LEADERSHIP
(Concluded from page 1)

What is the administration line?

From observations dropped by Dr. Silver and Dr.
Neumann the general idea may be gathered that the
Administration comes to the convention to defy imagin-
ary enemies who plan the liquidation of the ZOA.

In the meantime, to the surprise of the administration
(and of all interested parties), Mr. Daniel Frisch, one
of the vice-presidents of the ZOA, who has made known
his ambitions for months, takes the field and begins to
gather endorsements of his candidacy for president. He
has been given the right of way as a candidate in the
New Palestine. He has spoken very freely of programs,

of his intentions, if elected as president, without waiting

for any official approval. Allhough there are a number
of other candidates in the stables of the leadership, no
one else has spoken, no one else has written, nor have
the leaders themselves had anything to say of any relevant
importance. Mr. Frisch is very sure of himself.

But it seems that the administration which he so loyally
represents and defends does not want any part of him.

They seem to doubt his reliability. Meetings are held

attended by administration leaders to “Stop Frisch.”

Stop him with what, with whom? Why should the

administration want to stop him?

If this is not panic, what would you call it?

If the Zionist leadership were thinking of the future
of the ZOA, they would give the Zionists time to prepare
for a convention which would arrive at momentous
decisions bearing upon the ZOA program, its relation
to the World Zionist Organization, to the State of Israel,
and to the American Jewish Community. Peace and
good will would be in their hearts and in their words
instead of pride of opinion, the vanity of confidence
votes, the continuity of their control. They would invite
all groups within the ZOA to a pre-convention conference
to arrive if possible at an understanding as to how the
convention is to be conducted, what common program
can be agreed to, even what candidates can be jointly
supported. They would cease their foolish alarums
about conspiracies and realize what they should have
realized long before this that most American Jews are
now prepared to cooperate wholeheartedly, sacrificially,
in the building of the Jewish State. It is the willingness
to help which the ZOA leadership calls conspiracy and
a desire to liquidate. They are not enemies of Zionism or
Zionists any longer. A new Zionist organization is grow-
ing before our very eyes and the ZOA leadership refuses
to see it.

. . L] L

We would be the first to express appreciation of the
historic political services rendered by the ZOA in the
past four years. It is a pity that the record should be
marred by what is now going on in the ZOA leadership.

‘We Do Not Need Your
Political Aid’ - Sharett

(Excerpt of address delivered recently in Philadelphia
by Foreign Minister Moshe Sharett of Israel)

There were times when we from Palestine and we
representatives of the Zionist movement here, applied to
Jews throughout the United States to throw in their lot
with our cause and help us politically, use their voting
strength in this country, use their influence on the gov-
ernment, in the press, with their fellow Americans —
Gentiles — in order to help us. That is over. We no
longer appeal to your political help. We do not need it.

This may be a very bold statement, but that is the
position. Just because there is a State of Israel there
must be a certain amount of separation. We cannot -
:lmyonraﬂzgxammmy formal sense to the State
of Israel. You owe your allegiance, as citizens, to your
own country and to your own government.

We hope very much — in fact we feel confident — that
the bond of friendship between us as the State of Israel
and your government will go from strength to strength,
and that there will never be any serious misunderstanding
between us. But that is our relationship as a state to
state.

When we go to Washington and talk to your Secretary
of State we do not talk on your behalf; we talk on behalf
of the State of Isracl. We do not expect you to accept
any political responsibility for our status in the inter-
national world. That responsibility is ours alone.

Fresh Gains for Frisch
Fail to Arouse ZOA Ardor-

Pre-election dopesters were startled this week by
the conspicuous lack of ardor demonstrated by the
ZOA administration in behalf of the presidential
candidacy of Daniel Frisch, a ZOA vice-president
who threw his hat into the ring several months
ago, presumably with the blessings of the ZOA
leadership.

While Frisch supporters continue to stump the
country gathering endorsements for their choice, the
ZOA administration is beginning to lose interest.
In the Brooklyn, N. Y. region (25,000 members) a
few days ago, the Frisch candidacy was actively op-
posed by four close adherents of the Neumann
group.

Observers of the Zionist scene are inclined to
believe that for some unknown reason Frisch has
fallen out of favor with the ZOA leadership. Another
possibility is that the leadership has still not given
up all hope of promoting a “draft” movement for
one of their more “loyal” sons.




CREDO OF THE CPZ

The organizational structure of the ZOA must be
revamped to bring the vast, unorganized pro-Zionist
American Jewish community directly into Zionist life.
Room must be found in the ranks of the ZOA for new
faces, new talents and new elements. The present admin-
istration, caught in a morass of doubt and dissatisfaction
and unable to make an objective readjustment to the
reality of the primacy of the Israeli government in world
Jewish political affairs, has closed the organization’s heart
and mind to new ideas and new leadership,

The partisan tendency of the present ZOA administra-
tion in supporting right wing elements in Israel must
cease. We must remain aloof from party dogma, mot
aligning ourselves with left or right, but supporting all
creative forces in Israel.

In world councils of Zionism, the American Zionist
movement must stand together with progressive and
enlightened parties and foster liberal and advanced
thinking on social and economic problems.

Friendly relations must be established between the
ZOA administration and the authorities in Washington.

The columns of ZOA publications, including the
New Palestine, must be opened to all members of the
ZOA regardless of position. Convention issues must be
presented without delay and with objectivity to Zionist
Districts and Regions for general discussion by the mem-
bership at large. Convention procedure must be amended
to permit free-and open discussion of important issues
by rank and file delegates.

The essential element of democracy — the closed

ballot — must replace the standing vote for major
decisions at ZOA conventions.

CPZ Bringing Issues to the Communities

The Committee for Progressive Zionism, essentially a
“grass-roots” movement stemming from the dissatisfaction
of Zionist communities in every section of the country
with the present administration of the ZOA, continues
to receive new impetus from aroused rank-and-file Zionists
across the land.

A report from Peoria, IlL., states that the Zionist district
there unanimously adopted a resolution endorsing the
CPZ and pledging its delegation to the ZOA convention
to the CPZ candidate.

In a letter from Memphis, Tenn., Abe D. Waldauer
reports that “the Memphis Zionist District will line up
almost unanimously with the CPZ."” The Zionist District
of Pittsburgh has scheduled a membership meeting for
Mayntodnmth:mm-nzl problems of the ZOA.
Speakers representing the administration and the CPZ
have-beenmmwd to tell their respective sides of the story.

before 4oo members of the Seventh Zionist
District in New York — the country’s largest ZOA district
— Morris Margulies, a member of the CPZ Executive,
emphasized that “this is the time when someone who is
not closely identified with either the administration or
the opposition should be chosen for the ZOA presidency
—someonewho will be able to rally all the groups within
the ZOA and thus not only heal the breach but present
to the world a powerful ZOA. . . . Everyone is not only
needed, but everybody is wanted.”

In community after community interest is running
high. GPZ headquarters has been swamped with requests
for literature, speakers and membership cards. CPZ
speakers have participated recently in special meetings in
Philadelphia, Bridgeport, Boston, Washington, Balti-
more, Cleveland, Long Island, N. Y., and other com-
munities;
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RESCLUTICHES PA3SSTD AT CPZ CONF=RIINCE
LY, APRIL 17th :
at the !

HOTZL CCiEOIOR3E, HEZW YORK CITY

STATEZIENT AND PROPOSAL

1.

The chief aim of the CPZ has been - and is - to bring about a change in the
Z0A adninistration on the basis of coalition and proportional respresentation;
and to further progressive Zionism.

At the Pittsburgh convention last yeer, when the Z0A edministration expressed
a willingness to negotiate for coalition and group representation even on a
limited scale, the CPZ immediately took up the supggestion. In the last hours of
the convention an umwarranted attack was made on our group and the door was closed
to any further discussion.

In addition, throughout the year, the 04 adninistration has used every
propaganda device, fair and unfair, to make it appear that the CPZ is a subversive,
destructive forceiaiming not et the legitimate purpose of changing the Z0A
adninistration, bub the liquidation of the orgenized Zionist movement. The CPZ
had no alternative but to prepare to orosent its own 1ist of cendidates at the
next ZOA convention. ' e

As we epproach the convention, pushed forwsrd by the ZOA leadership from
July to May, it remains our conviction that the 20A at this time cannot afford
& public display of perky controversy; and timt only throuch an all-inclusive
coalition will it be Jossible to. muster ull Z0A resources for Service to
Zjonisn and to the State cf Isrsel. In the last fow months, the CrZ has talen
advantage of every opportunity to further the cause of unity in discussion with
all interested parties. It has had such discussions with the adninistration ex-
officio, with independent carndidates aond regiondl groups. It was our hope to
be in & position to report to this eonference the Succéss of our endeavorse

The CPZ regrets that no such fayorable report oanm be made hare todaye
Various condidates have been nominated whoss mrtisdns are engaged in an active
developing campaign in districts and rogions. The Z0A adninistration secem unable
to present a unity front itself.

The CPZ feels, however, that thcre is now, for the first time, a real
chence to press forward for an sgreement ir advence of the convention on a joint
program and a joint 148% of cendidates. As Zionists, we must not ignore
that chance; - oven though it was intended, st .f£iis meeting today, to nominate
e slate of candidates. :

Therefore, this conlerence decides to neme 'a Committee of Fifteen to explore
with all interested groups, the possibility for achievinz the desired cbjective.
In the event no agreement is possible, the Committes shall nominate or epprove
a2 1list of candidates and announce its decision no lgter than May 1lst, The
com:ittee shall hawe full and final cuthority in these matters,

11. CLOSTD BALLOT

The closed ballot is the cssence of democratic electioms. At the last
Zicnist Convention in Pittsburgh Z04 advinistration leaders promised that steps
would be taken to demoscratize the procedure by which officers of the ZO& are
electeds In line witi these assurances, this meeting of three hundred
representatives of Zionist distriots throughout the country demands & clesed
written alphabetical ballet at the fortheoming Z0A Convention on May 28th-30th.
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OFFICERS
Chad April 21, 1919

VicoLhairmen
Hanowp J. Goiszwozac Dear Friend:
Minneapolis, Minn.
Ezu Z. Suario Please publicize the following facts to all interested persons

Cleveland, Ohio . =
within your communi

Chairman, Exec. Comm. ye g ty.
Assanam Funoene

New York, N. Y. The Committee for Progressive Zionism YNemineting Conference, which
Toosisivir met om Sunday, April 17th, in New York, had beea scheduled to name
Rupor G. Sowvzsous CePeZe oandidates for the presidency and other officers of the

New York, N. ¥. Zionist Organization of America for presentation at the Z.C.A.
Chairman, Fin. Comm. ~national convention on May 28™s This conference voted to defer
Fuxs Moxossox naming its slate of candidates until May 1lst in order not to

oo jeopardize the possibilities of peace in the Zionist movement in this
Secretary country.

Jow. Guoss

Newark, N. I.

Dzring the two-weel: inferin the Eomiﬁtee of Fifteen will be ready
to "explore with all interested groups" on ways and means of
unifying the various Zionist elements in this country. Unless
tangible results are achieved by Hay lst, the resolution warned
that "the CeP.Z. has no alternative but to prepare to present its
own 1ist of candidates at the next Z240.4. comvention."

Rudolf G. Sonneborn of ¥ew York, teasurer of the C,P.Z.,, was named
Chairman of the Cormittee of Fifteen which willnegotiate with

"all irrterestod groups seeking peace and unity in the Zionist
movement." Other members of the Committee ares Dr. J. Leonard Azneer,
Scherectady; lax Eirnbeum, lNew York; Isadore Ereslau, Washington;
Hitchell M. Cohen, Philadelphia; Abraham Feinberg, New York;
Harold J. Goldenberg, Minneepclis; Joseph Malbert, Atlantic City;
Adolf L. Hapburger, Baltimore; Fenjamin R, Harris, Chicago;
Isadore Lafair, “hiladelphia; Sol Luckman, Cincinnati,

Judge Jacob Schwolsly, Hartford; Ezra Z. Shapiro, Cleveland;

eand Carl Sherman, Yew York.

In another resolution the C.P.Z. conference demanded & closed ballot
at the forthooming Z.0.4. convention. The resolution pointed out
that Z,0.A. leaders had pledged at last year's convention in
Fittsburgh to institute a closed ballot but that no steps in that
direction had been taken to date.

Very truly yours,

Claa Mf

CF:g Charles Feinberg
encl, Field Director
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April 18, 1949

Rebbi Herbert Friedmesn
Cong. Emenuel
1595 Pearl St.
Denver, Colo.

Dear Rabbl Friedmen:

We, the undersigned, are planning a National hsubly for Labor Israel to be
held in New York City on Monday evening, June 20th, &nd continuing through the
2lst and 22nd at the Hotel New Yorker,

We are sending this invitation to you as one of a selected group of writers,
artists, scholars and educators, rabbis, communsl leaders and scientists, whom
we regard as particularly qualified to give counsel and personal service, and we
earnestly request that you aceept sponsorship and participate in the sessions of
the Assembly.

We heve come to a turning point in Jewish history. Within these last mmantoua
montha our people have established the State of Isreel as a free and independent
remhl:lc. They have successfully defended its sovereignty upon the field of
battle, They have organized a government which is capably discherging all the
tasks of free government, They have drafted a constitution embodying the funda-
mentals of democracy. They have held a general election in which all partici.
pated on equal terms regardless of race, faith, sex, occupation or political
affiliation, It will be the task of the government thus elected to establish
Israel's constitution, to assimilate into Israeli society myriads of Jews from
all over the world, to make firm the cultural, economic and political founds-
tions of the Israeli republic and to establish friendly cooperation with all the
countries of the earth.

This new situation brings new responsibilities to Jews everywhere. It requires
from them & complete rethinking of the Jewish position, The Zionist movement
has achieved its aim, as that was set forth in the Basle Program, Now the new
State of Israel presents the world and us with new tasks, new problems and new
frontiers, What sort of community shall Israel grow into? The proposed con-
gtitution provides the expected articles on civil rights, on full religious and
political equality of all citizens and on the duties of government to establish
end maintain justice and security.



o B

But, as you well know, proposal is not echievement, We urgently invite you to
join with us in helping to convert proposal into achievement, The recent elec-
tions have retained Mapal in the position of responsible leadership. We urgently
invite you to help keep this leadership the effective instrument of democratic
realization i1t has always endeavored to be, We know that you are among those
who see clearly that Israel must not serve as a refuge merely for the stateless,
the suffering, the uprooted sons and daughters of our people but that the State
must likewise embody for menkind a democracy which is a way of life as well as a
form of government; which, as a free society assuring individual initiative
without social injustice, serves and is served by the ideals of international
cooperation and international peace expressed in the charters of UNO and UNESCO.

We urgently invite you to mest with us, therefore, these three days in June, We
are calling this Assembly in order that we may explore together altermatives of
cooperative action in support of these ends and to lay before our fellow-citizens
the conclusions we have reached.

This invitation is extended to you with the cordial endorsement of the Central
Committee of the Labor Zionist Organization of America and has the approval of
the Mapal in Israel,

%/ ;b;f mmy/tm«.wm. A plagln

Mel Doug » Mordecai M, Kaplan
Heum >

Professor Hayim Fineman
lla Cve -/.. \/ /v M/M
J

Waldo Frank ack Eroll
Rabbi Robert Gordis Dr. Max LeXner

oo Graomdlog o ol
i

By ipes >

Rabbi James G, Heller Professor Albert Solomon .

Professor Horace M. Kallen /Rabbi Samuel Wohl 01/ (
gch Zuckerman, 3\



_— Committee for
PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

250 WEST FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET . NEW YORK 19, N. Y. . ROOM 1011 . PL 74725

OFFICERS
Chai March 25, 1949
Cuances J. BosEnsroom
Pittsburgh, Pa.
VicoChai
Harowo J. GovLogxnenc Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
Minneapolis, Minn. Temple Emanuel
e £ o, 1595 Pearl Street
hat AN Benver, Colorado
Ao Yok NeY Deer Rabbi Friedman:
Treasurer _
Ruvorr G. Sonmesoan We are sending under separate cover copies of the Progressive
New York, N. Y. Zionist program which we hope you will help bring to the Zionist
Chairman, Fin. Comm. membership of your communitye. Perhaps they cen be distributed
F?mﬁ”ﬁ:‘“: at local meetings or sent through the meils to selected key
people whom you believe helpful to the CPZ. If additional
m copies are desirable, please write us.
Newark, N. J.

If possible, we would like seeing an article by you in the local
Anglo-Jewish press as well as letters to the editor from other
friends in your area who can bring the issues closer to the
cmuni‘byp

We would like some objective picture of what is happening in
Denver in terms of theelection machinery for the convention in
Mays Any report of ZOA activity or projected svtion by the
local CFZ adherents would be helpful.

The Executive Board is anxious to see more locel sctivity and
discussion take place throughout the country. Denver is one
such place to start a forum or debate and obtain fair repre-
sentation to the convention.
Mey we hear from you soon? The convention is sround the corner.

Sincerely yours,

e X
Cherles W, Feinberg
Field Director

CWF:rh



ROBERT S. GAMSEY, Ediror MAX GOLDBERG, Publisher

March 24, 1949

Rabbi H., A. mga-nn
1595 Fllxi 3#. A
Denver, n:man ~

Dear Rabbi m-m,

Durlnsﬁﬂslt wmm&uumm I
would like to have you anbstituto for me with one
guest editorial.

You may write on aiw subject you desire under your
name,

Please make your editorial 500 word- in langth or
thereabouts, but no lomger.

Your guest editorisl will run in our issue of April
7th, the deadline for which is l[onday, April 4th.

Please have it typewritten, double spaced on one
side of the sheet. I appreciate your part in mak-
ing my trip possible....and Shalom'.

BG/aj

PHONE TAbor 3271 e« 609 E and C BLDG. « DENVER 2, COLORADO
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OFFICERS

Chairman
Cuamzs J. Rosensvoom
Piusburgh, Pa.
Vice-Chairmen April 11, 1949
Hanowo J. GoLozwaenc
Minneapolis, Minn.
Ezga Z. Suarmo
Cleveland, Ohio
Chairman, Exec. Comm.
AnmaEam FemvpEnc

Netw York, N. ¥.
Treasurer .
= A Dear Rabbi Friedman:

New York, N. Y.
Chairman, Fin. Comm. In order that t.hs a:!.us and purposes of our Committee may
Frep Monossox be adequately pres to the Z.0.A, Convention

Boston, Mo (New York, May 28-30), it is imperative that all those
Secretary in sympathy with our program be elected as delegates to
h}%ﬂf’m J. the Convention., I urge you, therefore, to please see

to it that you and your friends be among the delegates
chosen by your district and that, if elected, you make
arrangements to attend.

I would eppreciate your filling out and returning the
enclosed post card at your earliest convenience as I am

eager to know whether we can count upon your presence as
a delegate to the next Z.0.A. Convention.

With kind regards, I am,
Sincerely yours,

{ Rosenbloom
CJR:gb
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OFFICERS

Chairman
Cu};\‘mn? n;léfcgfwmou April 13, 1949
Vice-Chairmen
Haroro J. G‘*!. RN Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
H -
. Temple Emenuel, ’

Ezma Z 8
cmmi“&'fso 1595 Pearl Street,

Chairman, Exec. Comm. Denver, Colo

Asmaman FriNpese

New York, N. Y.
Treasurer Dear Rabbi Friedman:
N YoM
p Fm'c_o;m My purpose in writing to you now is to enlist support
ij"’“'m’“’o;om“ : in connection with the question of dalegate to he next ZOA
Boston, Mass. convention. I hope that Denver will be able to send as many
P delegates as its membership entitles it to have. On the other
Joxx. Gaoss hand, because of the distance, I doubt whether you will be able
Newark, N. 1. to send your full representation. In that event, I would urge
ﬁio:t tg dp;leasa make use of some of our people to represent your
rict.

On the back of this letterhead you will find a list of our
Executive Committee members, any of whom would be delighted
to serve as a delegate from your district and many of vwhom are
known to you and would lend distinction, you will admit, to
any district that they might represent.

You understand, of course, that this kind of selection is
absolutely within the law and within your right.

Looking forward to hearing from you, I am, with kind personal
regards.

";u/ww&o

Misrh Morris Margulies



A NEW LEAF FOR THE ZOA

w ’
Rabbli Herbert A. Friedman |
Member, Executive Committee
Committee for Progressive Zioniu

The bitter struggzle which has rocked the country for t!w _al
past five months over the fund-raising structure of the UJA is
concluded and Drs. Silver and NHeumann have been defeated. It
took no less an mthuu‘:x than the fmmmuu 04’ the Jewish |
Agency to settle the mm. kt-;mm ‘and Neumann resigned,
after having challenged the right lalllnﬁwﬁy of the Agency to |
decide the matter. Mrm&mﬂon 4s unfortunate, but was
inevitable. | |

Even though the struggle over funds has been finished,
with & vietory for the lihquléali!qpsiﬁ.iha remaining -aspect of the
controversy, namely, control over the mIAI, must also be won by the
liberals; else the first victory will be meaningless.

Dr. Neumann is not eligible to run again for the pnnm;-

of the ZOA. Dr. Silver has declined to be a candidate. The name of

Daniel Frisch has been mentioned prominently for the position. BHe
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OFFICERS

Chairman

CHaxss L.
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Vice-Chairmen
Hagovo J. CoLoenagnc
Minneapolis, Minn,
Ezna Z. Suarmo
Cleveland, Ohio
Chairman, Exec. Comm.

Asmaram Frinseng
New York, N. Y.

Treasurer
Ruvowr (. SonwEsoan
New York, N. Y.
Chairman, Fin. Comm.
Fuen Monossox
Bosion, Mass.

Secretary
Jozt Gross
Newcark, N. I.

b _chead

April 4, 1949

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
lemple Emenuel
1695 Pearl Street

Dear Babbi Friedman:

May we enlist your help in bringing the enclosed CFZ
messages to your community?

These relesases may be sent as & “letter to the editor”
or as a personael by-line article to the local Anglo-
Jewish presss . Additional signetures should be obtained,
if possible. It would be well to release these stete-
ments within an interval of e week between first and
second communications.

Statements should be sent on your stetionery, rewritten
if pecessery to suit your style and presentation. Flease
send clippinge when published.
With best wishes flar good results,

Sincerely yours,

Charles W. Feinberg

Field Director

CWF:rh
enclse.
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-'Cawﬁgi%9at&wch%uznuaf
EAST SIXTEENTH AVENUE AT PEARL STREET
DENVER 5§ COLORADO STUDY OF

Ralbt Harbost A Frtailinase

April 8, 1949

Dear Friend:

I am sending you this statement of the
alms and purpeses of the cpz; Cemmittee for Pro-
pressive Zinnigm; because I knew that you; as an
astive Zionist, are aﬁe er:thb people who wants to
53 as informed as poﬂaih&é'abbut current affairs
in Jewish life,

Read it carefhll;;fbr it indicates the
arees of opinion on which the National Conference
£ the zoa; called for 2&7*28: will prebably divide.

The Progressive Zionist group does not
have as its purpose the destruction of the zon; but
rather its liberalization along the lines suggested
in the enclosed article,

I would like to stimulate discussion in

Denver on these issues, and so will welcome your

comments.
Sincerely,
Rabbi Herbert A. .riedman .
National Executive Committee,
y Committee for Pregressive Zionism
F/s

1874 - Diamond Gubitec Year - 1949
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Dexver, COLORADO

April 11, 1949

+ Robert Gamzey
Intermountain Jewish News
E and C Building

Denver, Colorado

Dear Editor:

Serious readers of the En;lish—Jewish press in this

Charges ;;_-' cour k:
at this moment attempt
case. However, I do t &

entitled to'a ﬁgphualrandairet.hntriqs‘of the issues
at stake. . (!

I recall that l!ﬁg; 6"t

yre nt dispute were
evident at the Z.

tsburgh last year,
but parliamentary sh ed the subject from
reaching the floor. +A. has announced that its
next national gggrention ‘will be held An New York City

over the May 3 week-— L, As agmember in good
standing of the Z.Q,A.m; that representatives
and spokesmen for the C.P. Z. wvited to attend the
conference as a group o p resent their side of the

story to convention de egaﬁes.

The Israel elections demonstrated beyond & doubt that it
is a democratic countrv. Organizations such as the Z.0.A.
presumably working for the benefit of Israel, must be
equally democratic. Zionist leaders from ali sections
of the nation will gather in New York for the Z.0.A.
convention. I can think of no more appropriate time

for a frank and full discussion, in which the delegates
may participate, of the issues involved. Unless

Dr. Silver and Dr. Neumanmn have something to hide from
their own membership, I am 2t a loss to understand why
C.P.Z. spokesmen should not be given adeguate time



Mr. Robert Gamzey -2- April 11, 1949

during the conference to explain the reasons for their
dissatisfaction with the way the Z.0.A. is now being
run. A democratic discussion of controversial issues
would do much to clear the atmosphere and to strengthen
the American Zionist movement.

I suggested in an editorizl in your paper last week that
we adopt the same proced re locally - that we hold a

Eeneral g he 1ssues bef € &rs %o.ca—l
Q.A., distrd - s oply t ar to
this sugges : in, in all sincerity.
g: l_-'l"- _F [\ ]t\'\,'wh ti.;g ;:vﬁ:r
heard, the : !

But why wi AR( ameeting

so that th 2 fear of the

F/s
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COMMITTEE FOR PROGRISSIVE ZIONISK 3

50 Foh- 0L
New York 19, FNew York

FOR IMMEDIATZ RILEASE

C,P,Z, LAUNCEES NATIONVIDE DRIVE TO UNSZAT PRSSENT IEADERSHIP OF Z.0,4,

"Grass Roots" llovement of Amsrican Zionists Throughout The Country
Gains In Momentum As 2,0,A, Convention Draws Near; Nine
Point Program Adopted by C,P.Z, Executive Committee

A nine-point program designed to strengthen the Zionist movement in the
United States and to increase sharply the volume of American Jewish assistance
to Israel in "this critical hour," was adopted this week by the Executive Com-
mittee of the Committee for Progressiwe Zionism, composed exclusively of former
of ficers and members of the Zionist Organization of Amerieca,

Adoption of' the nine-point program was the opening gun in a growing "grass
roots" movement, initiated by interested imsrican Zionists oms year ago, to
unseat the present "dictatorial” leadership of the Zionist Organization of America
and to bring about broad, democratic reforms within the Z,0,4A,

A}: the same time Charles J, Rosenbloom, of Pittsburgh, Chairman of the
C.P,2,, announced that regional and 1loeal meetings will be held in every section
of the country botween nov and May lst to "acquaint the masses of American
Zionists with the issues at stale in '.I:ha forthcoming convontion of thse Z,0,A,
scheduled for the weekend of l'ay 30th," '

Noting that the Z,0,A, oonvention had been schaduled more than one month
earlier than usual, many national Z,0,4, lsaders and districts critized the
action as "harmful to the (250,000,000 campaign of the United Jewish .ppeal by
oclling together active Jewish community leaders at a time when they are
oritically nseded to stimulate local U,Y,A, drives in their communities.”

The nine-poirt program of the Committee for Progressive Zionism follows:

1, The 2,0,A,, as the backbone of Amsrican Zionism, n}’mt immodiately
reocuppy its place in the councils of the World Zionist lovoment, The Silver
and Neumann resignations from the Jewish ‘gency Executive must be repudiated by
the membership, and en administration elected which will take its rightful plsce
;s a partner in the World Zionist l’1‘::eann11:‘}.wa.em the voice and conscience of the
loyal and devoted American Zionist movement,

2. The partisan tendency of the present ZOA a&ninis‘!:ra?:ion in
supporting right wing and reactionary olements in Israel must cease, The great

tradition of American General Zionism which, from its earliest history adopted

L



a non-partisan but distinetly progressive character, must be reaffirmed by an
aroused membership,

We must rediscover and recover the great principles of American Zionism
which always were: Full support of all creative forces in Israel regardless of
party; friendship and cooperation with the Israeli labor movement and appreciation
for its creative influonce in Jewish affairs; sympathy for the religious tradi-
tion of the Jewish people; encouragsment of friendship betwsen capital and the
labor forces of Isracl united in the Histadrut; non-interference in Israecli
party affairs; foster-ing and encouragzing now ecooperative as well as private
enterprises in Israsl,

-

3. In world councils of Zionism, the American Zionist movement must
again stand togethe; with progressive and enlightened parties and foster liberal
and advanced thinking on social on’ :conomie problems,

The representatives of tlo orosent Z0A sdministration in the highest
bodies of Zionism often find thomsolvos in common cause with reactionary and
rightist elements, In their frantic scrambls for power the sdministration
forges unholy alliances with the blackest forces in our Movement,

The Z0A, as a groat American Jowish Movement, must never again be
tolerant of terrorism, reaction and Beiginism in Jewish affairs,

4, Ways and moans must be found to bring the vast, unorgarized pro-
Zionist ‘merican Jowish Commmity @ircetly into “ionist 1life, Room must bo found
in our ranks for new facos,new talonts and new eloments, "o must revamp our
organizational structure so that all thoss unaffiliated and affiliated American
Jews who wish to participate and cooperato in the upbuilding of Israel shall
find their proper places undor the all-inclusive umbrella of the World Zionist
Organization, '

The prosont administration, caught in a morass of doubt and dissatis-
faction and unable to make an objective readjustment to the raality. of the
primacy of the Israeli govermment in world Jewish political affairs, has closed
the organization's heart and mind to new ideas, new leadership and constructive

suggestions,
5. Friendly relations betwean the ZOA Administration and the authori-

ties in Washington must be reestablished, It has bicome common kmowledge that
the political representatives of the Amorican Zionist Emergency Councizl and the
Zionist Organization of America have found fow listoners in Washington,

A condition in which Isracli authoritics are on the best of terms
with our govermmont whils our own loaders find no tmsis or.rriandahip is an

intolorable situntion which must de remedied without delay,



6, The columns of ZOA publicetions must be opened to all members of
the ZOA regardless of position, The Now Palestine must fulfill the funection of
public clearing houso for Zionism in this country and welcome contributions by
all who bring new ideas, criticize old notions, object to policies of administra-
tion, cte, Wo have observed with alarm as the Wow Palestine inereasinly became
an organ specieliging in the glorificatica ¢ indivicduals while losing its
major function as the inlellectual hear® ard scal of a great demoeratic movement,

The New Palestine must particularly now, prior to convention time, open its
ovlunns to froe discussion of convention iss uss, slates, coﬁvention procedure,
ate, |

7. Cohvention issues must without delay and with fairness be prosenta;d
to Districts and Regions for gemeral éiscussion by tk2 membership at larg» and
assurance provided that the wodcce >f orities and non-conformists shall be
heard on all subjects. No% oriv .ms. an a.ert ZOA membership insist on domo-
oratic rights of frec discassion und opinicn in advance of tho convention but
they must soc to it that adequats conveniien reprcsentation of all clements of
opinion within each district shall bo assurad, The ZOA has always found room
for differences of opinion and beliof and +this rroat domoceratic tradition must
now be reestablished, The flouting of minority views has mo place in ths
Zionist movmncnt; whose democracy has always r'cund place as a matfor of ri gnt
for all dissenting viows,

8, Convention procedure must be amended to permit frec and open
discussion of issues by rank and file dale_guta-'fi. Convention sessions in recent

yoars have been packed with many long speoches, leaving littlo or no time for

adequate general debate by rank and file dolegates,

9. In accordance with time honorcd domocratic procedurc provisicns
must be made at tho forthcoming convention of the ZOA for a closnd hallot,
Charges have baen heard in the past that voting at ZOA conventions ‘7os carried

out negligently and inaccurately and did not roflooct the trus sta*e cf 7Zionist

opinion,

3/25/M9 .
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PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM
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250 WEST FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET . NEW YORK 19, N. Y. _ ROOM 1011 - PL 74725

OFFICERS

Chairman
Cuamss J. Rossnmoos

Vice-Chairmen
Hanown J. GoLvenssne
Minneapolis, Minn.
i et Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
O Templn Enanuel
Chairman, Exec. Comm. :
Ampananm Feivegng
New York, N. Y. mnur, Monda

Treasurer \ : i

Ruporr G. Soxwzsorn Dear Rebbi Friedmans R .
New York, N. Y.
Chairman, Fin. Comm. You will recall my writing to you on November 15th and
Ry g enclosing correspondence between Emanuel Teitelbaum and
" myself. This morning I received e reply from Teitelbaum

Secretary ; =
Jom G as per copy attached.

Newark, N. J. : . . . :
Before answering him, I would like to lmow from you just

what position he occupies in the Denver Zionist District.
I am seeking this information so that I may know whether
there is eny point in my eontinuing this correspondence

end especially in answering the cuestions he puts to me.

I remember Teitelbaum from his Pennsylvanie community, where
bé wAs a leeding and active Zionist. I don't know what he
is doing in Denver, nor, ac slready indicated, do I lnow
what role he plays in Zionist affairs in your city. I will
withhold my reply to Téitelbaum pending receipt of your
advice.

With kind persondl regards

Me:rh
encl.



711 Iirat ﬁa‘l-._iami hnk _!h:l_l'din‘g
Denvwer 2, Colorado

L. o

Merch 11, 1948,

Mr. Morris Margulies

Committee for Progressive Zionism
250 West 57th Street

New York 19, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Mergulies:

1 did not reply to your letter of Nov. 16 because of all that

It is good to note ver) sments dn the first issue
of the Progre ve Zionis d also in sl Sg e-:zt‘eed' of ZOA
end the refug ef cls shet man pposedly powerfil Zionists of the
COC group Ar@lEtIEete Hdd e ATGA TR

Ih attitude per-
sonally, and ily in the ZOA's
_preservation : and growth rat t h side emerges victor-
iously. The s nt controversy hes given too meny so-called cerd memberw
the kind of ex s they seek towithhold membership or remewel of membership.

o |
1@-.« of Nov, 16 the need for
. to debete this wnole issue locelly
'es : et this time as to what you
‘how you feel about the AZF and
. ‘l’c heve tried to make s dis-
ee made that # 'n'mt dninistration has been dis-
sipsting nmbarahin_jncme to'p -.-,.u;:.-. its side, and the seperate use of
AZF funds for what oitcmld be a nunﬂuti.san program.
‘, I b
Ve ere primrq,y:gater' ,' tmgth end leadership of the ZOA
as stich, and the progrem and leadership t.ht ‘i most likely to succeed in doing
the best job 1;, in my opinion," o gjhpoi:hnt then the mrsonalities on either
side of the controversy. I shall therefore appreciste & carefully prepared snd
complate statement on the issues raised.

You indicate
promotion of ZOA membe
end I would like some px
aere doing now to promotem
its relationah_ip to tthe ow

With kindest regards,

Sincerely,

Manny Teitelbaum
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OFFICERS
Chairman March 18, 1949
Crancss J. Rosensroom
Pigtsburgh, Pa.
ViceChairmen Kabbi Herbert A. Friedmen
oo J. Govow: Temple Emanuel
RS, . 1595 Pearl Street
&a‘m‘% Denver, Colorado
e, S S . Dear Rabbi Friedman:
New York, N. ¥. .
PSS Vie kmow thet you ere deeply concerned with the present trends
Ruporr G. SonnesonN in American Zionism. The Committee for Progressive Zionism is
Wows Yok, N.'T- pleased thet you too recognize thet within the Zionist movement
Chairman, Fin. Comm. there are some searching changes taking place, and these changes
ooy ing are dicteted by the fact that the aspirstions of the Zionist
movement heve been fulfilled in the creation of the State of
Secretey Israel
JoxL Gross .
Newark, N. J.

The existence of the State calls for changes in the approach
and contents of Zionist work in the Diaspora. The storm and
stress which we witness et the present time is related to
that facts We hope, and we aresure you do, that this storm
end stress will not last tooc long before the Americen Jewish
community settles comn to stending behind Isresel in a unified
and helpful menner,

I am enclosing the most recent issue of the Progressive Zionist,
vhich outlines in detail the progrem of the CFZ and the issues
around which we will muster American Zionists. »

May we count on your assistance to bring this program to your
community? The need to set in motion such meetings, activities,
resolutions, clerifying articles to the Anglo-Jewish press
locally is urgent, if the Zionist membership is to act on the
facts leading to the national convention. We shall be glad to
assist with materials, speakers, information and, if necessay,
field staff to facilitate such organizetional activity as will
meake for keen interest in the community.

Mey I have the pleasure of hecring from you reeal soon?
Sincergly yours,

4 &

Charles W. Feinberg
Field Director

CWF:rh
encle =~ Sent under seperate cover.
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Committee for Progressive Zionism

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

SUITE 315 & 316 - 250 WEST 43s0 STREET . NEW YORK 18, N. Y.
February 14, 1949

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
Temple Emanuel

1595 Pearl Street

Denver, Colorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

I deeply regret that you were unsble to be present at the
Sunday, January 30th meeting. Had you been with us, you
would have been gratified to note the great interest shown
by all those present and the genuine sincerity with which
they adopted the resolutionms.

In order to adequately implement the program proposed, it

waes voted that we raise a fund of $250,000 at the earliest
possible moment. “uotas were assigned to the various com-
munities represented and accepted by the delegates present.

In the case of your city, the quota is $5,000. This sum,
I believe you will agree, is commensurate with the size and
communal signifieance of Denver.

This is an appeal for you to set in motion action to realize
your quota. I cannot emphasize too strongly the urgency of
immediate remittance. Please therefore send us whatever amount
you can in the course of the next few days.

Eagerly waiting to hear from you, I am, with kind regards,

Sincefely 8,
\—

Fred Monosson
Chairmen, Finance Committee
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Committee for Progressive Zionism

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

SUITE 315 & 316 . 250 WEST 43m» STREET * NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

January 19, 1849

Dear Rabbi Friedmanti

If you are interested in a free and democratic Zionist movement in the
Uni'bed Statea, you will accept thia invit.a.t.ion to attend an m; emer-

The Zionist Organization of America is now in ths control of a small
band of men, many of them unknown to American Jewry, who are using every
faoilityottheﬁaﬂ.at&aﬂuﬁmto gtifle independent thinking and
to choke off discussion of the significant issues that confront America
and Israel today. Unless this trend i1s halted, it will have the most
serious repercussions for the future of Israel and of American Jewish
life as well.

The New Palestine bans any news, editorial or comment that does not
directly glorify the current leadershi hzaor that does not reflect the
"administration 1ine.” Never in the history of American Zionism has
there been so ruthless & use of the facilities paid for by the member-
ship dues of tens of thousands of Zionists.

The Z.0.A. leadership today controls the American Zionist Emergency
Council and determines its policies. The Z.0.A. lesdership, having used
the American Section of the Jewish Agency on occasions when it suited its
purposes, has now turned about and defied the American Section when the
latter's directives are opposed to the Z.0.A line. The Z.0.A. leader-
ship today effectively comtrols in this country the fund-raising instru-
ments for Israel, So strong is this control by the Z.0.A. o¥er the
American "apparatus" that even though good judgment would indicate the
resignation of certain Zionist leaders from their posts because of their
complete ineffectiveness with the American Government at this stage, the
leaders remain fastened to thelr positions regardless of the hurt it is
doing the State of Israel at this time,

We feel there are very few meetings which you have ever been called to
attend that can be as significant to our future as the meeting at the
Hotel Biltmore on Sunday, January 30th.

Sincerely yours

J. Rosenbloom, Chairman

P, 8. Please indicate on the enclosed card that we may expect you.
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Sorrs 315 & 316

Committee for Progressive Zionis

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

HOTEL DIXIE . 250 WEST 43a» STREET .

December 9, 1948

Temple Emanuel
D.m’ Colo.

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

During my visit to New York this week I met with
the officers and members of the Inner Committee
of our group., At the meeting, following a review
of the current Zionist situation, we agreed upon
a program of action which requires immediats im-
plementation,

However, we will only be able to earry out this
program if we will succeed in raising substantial
funds, Therefore I earnestly ap to you to
come Yo our support not only with your own con-
tribution -- and T am fully mindful of how generous
you are -- but also by making a real effort to en-
1ist the aid of your many friends, I beg you to
give this matter your immediate attention as time
is a mest important factor.

Eagerly looking forward to hearing from you, I em,
with kind regards

b o, e

Charles 4. Rosenbloom

CJR:rh

Wiscowsin 7-6000

NEW YORK 18, N. Y.
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Committee for Progressive Zionism
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‘mmnber 15, 1948

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
Temple Emanu-El

Pearl Street

Denver, Colorado

Dear Rebbi Friedman:
It is my policy that wherever we have a key representative,

he be ke informed of any correspondence which takes place
in his commmity. Accordingly, I am sending you herewith
copy of a letter that I received from Mr. Emanuel Teitelbaum
and copy of my reply to him.

With kind regards,

i

Morris Mergulies

MM: RH
encl,
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Committee for Progressive Zionism

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

HOTEL DIXIE . 250 WEST 43m» STREET . NEW YORK 18, N. Y,

November 9, 1948

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

Please note that due to a number of recent de-
velopments we bave been obliged to postpone the National
conterms mgimly soheduled tbr llomber 14th. The

This date, however, coincides with that of the
annual meeting of the UJA to be held in Atlantic City
and therefore is subjsct to change. A number of members
of our Executive Committee, who are active in the UJA,
are of the opinion that it would be much more practical
if our meeting were held on the preceding Friday,
December 10th. This would meke it possible for them to
attend the two gatherings during the one weekend, This
point of view is being given consider=ation,

Should there be a change in the UJA schedule, we
will hold our National Conference in New York City on
December 12th,

Within the pext few days you will receive notice
of the exact date and place of our Conference,

Appreciative of your cooperation, I am, with
kind regards

Sincerely yours,

Charles J, Rosenbloom

Wisconsin 7-6000
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November 5, 1948

Rebbi Herbert 4, Friedmen

Templ
Dﬂ";. lorado
Dear “gbbi Friednen:

?mxmlﬂtm received the stztement
mmqmmxm My ebsence from
mmmmw did not send an
earlier response to your kind letter of October 22nd.

With respect t_the Ngtional Conference scheduled for
November 14th, 1 am obliged to inform you that that
meeting has beem postponed. This sction was neces—
gitated by = number of recent developments end by the
futthlt'ﬂllm’lmm-iitsmllmfbr
November 7th, It wes therefore felt that we could not
very well hold a national enference one week after the
meetings, gince many of our people are also active
wrkmhth!ﬂmdewldntcttndmm
one week epart,

We have declded temtatively on December 12th, but only
tentatively., In a day or two 2 nmotice will be sent out
glving the exaet time and place.

Should you be in New York around ¥ovember 14th I hope
you will get in touch with me., Looking forward to

MM:rh
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February 16, 1949

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
Temple Emanuel

1595 Pearl Street

Denver, Colorade

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

The Cormittee for Progressive Zionism has embaried on a
comprehensive progran tc place issues within the Zionist
movement before the membership of the Zionist Organization of
America.

I know you will be gratified to know that we have made
considerable progress and that many districts have evinced a
strong interest in and gonsiderable sympethy for our program.

We are now in the process of setting up a field service
and establishing a regular bi-weekly newsp@per in order to carry
our story directly into the communities. We are, at this moment,
in urgent need of setting up a speakers bureau in order %o meet
the growing demand for a presentation of our point of view before
the districts and regions. You gan readily understand that this
will constitute one of the most important services to our cause.

Would you be good enough to indicate on the enclosed card
your readiness to assume some responsibility for speaking in your
community and in nearby areas? We will, of course, provide you
with basic material which will clearly state the issues involved
and which will provide documentation for the points of view which
wWe esSpouse.

I would appreciate your prompt and favorable reply.

Sinuerely yours,

Charles / Rosenbloom

Chairman
CJR:EG
ences.












February 7, 1949

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

I sent the enclosed telegram to the
Jewish Agency Executive, which is meeting in
New York in extraordinary session to try to
have ¥r, ¥o. entha:n and ¥r, Yontor back in the
leadership the United Jewish Appeal.

I would appreciate it if you, too,
would send & telegram, expressing your feelings.

Sincerely yours,

[

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Temple Emanuel

1595 PearlStreet
Denver, Colorado

1948 DESTINY CAMPAIGN FOR §250.000.000 MINIMUM
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!hm.l.com:-n
Minseupalis, Mina.

Exna Z. Suarmo
Ciarciand, Ohso ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

Treasurer
SUITE 315 & 316 . 250 WEST 43m» STREET . NEW YORK I, N. Y.

DR, BENJAMIN W. ABRAMSON Jamiary 35, 1949

New York, ¥, Y. Dear Rabbi man'
C.
...’.‘u'.‘;.':.’!.:xn Ionmmﬂ-u;mwbnm-smor

ALNERE K EPSTER 8 !o P. M., a;b%h;-"‘ o ]
s Street, New York City.

"c-'":."..‘..:'-."'"' That I may know whether I cam count on you, would
Sy you kindly £i11 out and return the enclosed post card.

B A P Keenly looking forward to seeing you ai the January 1ith
ISADOKE LAFAIR meeting, T am, with best wishes

Sincerely

REITER

** .r. ‘ Ial

: r'-i.: Y gnc]_rh
- - Bw -



COMMITTEE FOR PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM

250 West 43rd Street
Room 315

New York, N.Y.

November 24, 1948,

Dear Friends

In view of the heated disoussions which are now teking place with
nmwwwwmmthtm
of Contributors, and in view of the fl: - partial reporting
uhiohtholn'ﬁlnﬂnyhnbmﬂﬂuh-, '_'Msions our
thmam-mumm:mur.

We disoussed the problem at great length, and after a thorough
examination of all ths factors involved, oame to the conclusion
that the prinoiples formmlated by the Committee of Contributors
are a logical consequence of Zionist history, and that their real-
ization is highly to be desired in this historic moment. We are
oonvinoed that these people are motivated by a sincere desire to
make our fund-raising machinery for Israel as effective as it can
posaibly be.

I am enclosing a sopy of a statement issued by our Committee which,
I hope, will serve to olarify the issues and will help to unite all
elements of the American Jewish commmity in behalf of the support
for Israel.

I shall appreciate your comments.

8 J. Rosenbloom
Chairman

CJR/a.



STATEMENT ADOPTED BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF
COMMITTEE FOR PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM

The Committee for Progressive Zionism has refrained from entering into the cur-
rent controversy in the United Palestine Appeal, in the conviction that it would be
soon resolved to the best interests of the Zionist Movement and of Israel.

In view, however, of continued publio disoussion, and of the demands for an ex-
pression of its views, the Committee states the following:

Every Zionist who has witnessed the revolutionary changes which have taken place
in world Jewry -- the creation of the State of Israsl -- the State at war -- the
imperative need and demand for increased resources, both humsn and materisl, in order
to meet the heavy responsibilities of the day, is foreced to the realization that
every segment of American Jewry, irrespective of past identifications must be inte-
grated into the work for the support of Israel. Omly by making the responsibilities
coextensive with the resources and good will of the American Jewish commmnity will
it be possible to provide that support for Israel which it now requires to meet the
historic dictates of the hour.

This progression is not unigue in the Zionist Movement. It has been & cardinal
prineiple in the extension of the Zionist Movement from its earliest days, It was
one of the basioc ideals of Theodor Herzl. After the issuance of the Balfour Decla-
ration, and again upon the issuance of the Mandate, the Zionist Movement invited for
partiocipation in its work, all segments of Jewry throughout the world which hed
theretofore not participated in its program, The Palestine Foundation Fund, itself
one of the parties in the controversy, was organized in 1921 on this principle of
enlarged cooperation, as was the Jewish Agency for Palestine in 1928,

With the emergence of the State of Israel there is todsy, more than ever, en
impelling need for the recovery of that fraternal relationship between Jews affiliated

and those not hitherto affilisted with the Zionist Movement.



The Committes for Progressive Zionism approves the program of the Committee of
Contributors for (1) the reconstitution of the governing boards of the U.P.A., so as
to grant equal representation to the Jewish communities throughout Amerioca, charged
with the responsibility for raising the funds of the U.P.A., with that of the exist-
ing Zionist organizations, and (2) the transmission of all funds thus rsised in the
United States directly to the beneficlary agencies in Israel, by whom these funds
shall be used and disbursed.

As members of the Zionist Organization of Amerioca, we oall upon the ZOA adminis-
tration to abandon any further controversy in the matter and to arrive at an early
understanding and amicable agreement with the Committee of Conmtributors so as not to
imperil the success of the 1949 United Jewish Appeal Campaign.

Unanimously adopted at meeting of the Executive
Committee held on Thursday, November 18, 1948,
at the Sherry-Netherlands Hotel, New York City.
Among those present were: Charles J. Rosenbloom,
Pittsburgh, presiding; Isidore Breslau, Wash-
ington; Judge Louis L. Levinthal, Philadelphia;
Louis Lipsky, New York; Morris Margulies, New
York; Ezra Z. Shapiro, Cleveland; Hon. Carl
Sherman, New York; Rudolf G. Sonneborn, New
York; Robert Szold, New York; Dr. Stephen S.
Wise, New York.

- A W e W W W W W W W - -
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Committee for Progressive lionism

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

HOTEL DIXIE . 250 WEST 43rp STREET . NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

June 25, 1948

Deesr Rabbi Friedman:

This is to remind you of the meeting of our Committee
scheduled for Friday morningz. July 2, 1948, at 10 o'clock,
at the Hotel Henry, Pittsburgh. The Henry is Just around
the corner from the William Penn.

As I informed you in my previous letter, the meeting will
be devoted to the discussion and preparation of resolutions
to be submitted to the Convention, We are eager to have
your advice and counsel., I therefore look forward to

your presence. Please do mot disappoint me.

Though this meeting is confined to our associates, we
should be glad to have you bring along other members of
your delegation, provided they are in agreement with the
aims and purposes of our group - otherwise, do not invite
them, This is to be a *working"™ meetling and not an
occasion for propeganda., For the latter purpose, we

have arranged for two caucuses: one to be held late
Friday evening and the other Saturday afternoon. To

the caucus gatherings, all delegates are invited. The
caucuses too have been scheduled at the Hotel Henry.

Looking forward to greeting you in Pitisburgh, I an,
with best wishes

Sincerely yours,

Rosenbloom



20 June 1948

Mr. Morris Margulies

Committee for Progressive Zionism
250 West 43rd St., Suite 315

New York, 18, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Margulies,

I have your of 16 June
which you are good enough to bﬁwae that you aﬁareﬂ

my last letter with Mr. Lipsky. I am happy you qtﬂ that,
since I have & great deal n.‘l' respect for him,

Y wﬂantndomtmt
could with aqr.hlnrgg ‘1 : _i&ngo' ' ﬁﬁt

the conferendcilviétf I have : the
aims and p or our gmﬁp and have fem*ﬂ -_'j_.'_"ﬁ'_

to be sympathe
The delegates and/or alternates are:
Mr. Louis Celt M¥r, Melvin Zelinger
2335 Monaco Parkway 2350 Krameria St.
Dr. Albert Prussin Mr. Philip Hornbetin , N1
1080 Logan B8t, . -Iii& Steele SBt.
After ex¥lai ng to these men the
position of the Committee for Progressive Zionism, I

urged them to attend the Friday morming ‘caucus.

y I suggest that you send to each
one as much explanatory material as you can, so that they
may be more thoroughly briefed. And please renew the
invitation to the caucus.

Sorry that I cannot be present in person,
but would aprreciate being kept informed of developments.

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
BAF/ew
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

HOTEL DIXIE . 250 WEST 43a» STREET - NEW YORK 18 N. Y.

June 24, 1948

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman
Temple Emanuel
Denver, Colorade

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

It stands to reason that 1 am disappointed that
you will not be with us in Pittsburgh, Mindful
of the time you have been sway with the armed
forces, I can readily understend that you csnnot
soon the trip inwolved.

?

Mittbarm, N
g A DOpenl,_tu,'homar, %0 thank you heartily for
1SAAC $. HELLER having discussed with your delegates and alternates
LAV RENCE G. BOROWITE the aims and purposes of our gmup I've placed

them on our malling 1ist, and under separate cover
we

m:tmln lf‘.nlﬂglm mmu" to M th n| " e -ave Ebs
saNGEL 5. Ketsen sued thus far. Howevsr, dear friend, as you fully
JORTE KORN realize, the work ot.m , especially if —
muwu‘:' “hr‘um—-hiaar‘bﬁ,mp.wt
HARRY LEVNE deal fu:'thar than that of en outsider. Therefore,
JuvGE I.DUI.!’RP.-: LEVINTHAL please keep up your good work,
New Fork, X. Y. With best wishes and kind regards, I em

At 7%
B A

Norris Margulies

MM : RH
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Committee for Progressive Zionism
ZIONIST ORG&'I‘;;;I OF AMERICA

HOTEL DIXIE . 250 WEST 43»0 STREET » NEW YORK 18 N. Y.

June 29, 1948

Rabbi Herpert A. Friedman
Temple Emanuel
Denver, Colorado
Dear Rabbi Friedman:

¥or your information and guidance,
I am attaching herewith copy of a lstter I
received from Joseph S. Bosman and a copy of
my reply.

With kind regards

MM RE Morris Margulies
Encs.






June 29, 1948

Mr. Joseph 5. Bosman
Sudte 529 « Emest & Cramer Bldg.
Denver 2, Colorado

In-iul your very ‘-'.
-but&hm!orih

I remember you vqr-nu.:
mwh b“ﬂmﬂmh!
ﬂmm Wdy -,

nmxmﬁumwhhmmmm
d%md&ﬂ&l.uﬂﬂiﬂdmm

ww. "":
:mmmum A. Friedman
us-duorurbdm suggest that

thMd&HnﬂMqumM
¥ith best wishes and kid persenal regards
Sincerely yours,

Mg RK Morris Margulies
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Secretary
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R June 16, 1948

Committee in formation)

s Rebbi Herbert A. Friedman
DIt. BENJAMIN W. ABRAMSON E

RALPH F. BASS : 9

Boston, Max. nﬂm’
ROBERT M. .w

B e Dear Rabbi Friedman:

H
MAURICE M, BOUKSTEIN

ISADORE BRESLAD Your kind letter of Jume 14th afforded me grest

DA, ALBEAY K. EPsTRIN tol:?.w.-mpnq. More than that, except

Nillburn, N. J. .
s A be consigned to the "letter file" without
ISAAC 5. HELLER mﬁ

New Ovlosns, La.
LAWRENCE €. HOROWITZ

Philadeiphie, Pa.
SAMUEL ¥. JACOBSON However, there is
m:un'n L KAURMANN that you will be unsble to be with us at Pittsburgh.
SAMUEL 3, KEISER I sssume that that is unawoidable., I

Belpimore, Md.
JOSEFH KOHN
Philadelphia, Pa.

ISADORE LaFAIR
Pa.

i, M. heed and consideration to the aims and purpose
nal

JUDGE LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL
Philadelphia, Pa.

SAMUEL ROTHBERG
MM : RH
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
{Committee in formation)

DR. BENIMI:'H W. ABRAMSON Dear Rabbi Fﬂ&dlﬂﬂ!
RALPH F. BASS
. Mass.

‘““m";“m In order to meke adequate preparations for the submission
oA N of our views to the Fifty-First Annual Z,0.A. Convention, we
ngmg,uﬂ:nm;mmm have decided to call a special meeting of members and friends
ISADORE BRESLAD of our group for Friday morning, July 2, 1948, at 10 o'clock.
WILLIAM S. COHEN
o i e The meeting will be held at the Hotel Hemry which is around
L PR, Fa. the corner from the William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
o Chicea. “:c“m“m the Convention headquarters.

Indianapolis, Ind.
B M ALD I beg you to please make every effort to be with us for, in the
BESJAMIN X NARAIS presentation of our plans and the working out of procedure, we
ISAAC $. HELLER are eager to have the advice and coumsel of everyone associated
LAWRENCE G HOROWITZ with our group, I also appeal to you to prevail on some of your
e e fellow delegates, who are of the same views and opinion as you,
e, M to accompany you to Pittsburgh and attend with you the Friday
oy echingion. D C. morning meeting.

ld'.u‘.n-w, .‘.
Y iladsighia, Pa. In all likelihoed, by the time this communication reaches you,
FEADORE SARALK you will have received a copy of our publication *Zionist Issues".
BARRY LEVINE Tt is my impression that you will be delighted with both the
JUDGE LOUIS E. LEVINTEAL appearance and the contents of our paper. As many Zionists as
LOUIS LIPSKY can be reached should without delay be placed on our mailing
s list, I would, therefore, appreciate it if you will send me
me the names of Zlonist friends in your as well as other cities

who you feel should be added to our mailing list.

e
FRED MONOSSON

ool Mo, Finally, mey I ask you, if you have not already notified
s Mr, Morris Margulies whether you have been elected a delegate
DR, JOACHIN PRINZ and from what district, to please do so by return msil.
SOL REITER
“’W Keenly looking forward to the pleasure of seeing you and
smh':t:;. Eitﬁic wishing you a pleasant journey, I am
A leeetond, Obo Sincerely 8,

MOSE 1. m.; ; 1les J. Rosenbloom
ROBERT SZOLD irman

New York, N. Y.
ABE D, WALDAUER

» Tenn.
DR. I &CDIBI‘.‘ WEINSTEIN

MEYER W
New York, N. ¥.
DR. STEPHEN 8. WISE
New York, N. Y.

6
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Committee for Progressive Zionism
ZIONIST oncﬁn’:; OF AMERICA

HOTEL DIXIE . 250 WEST 43a0 STREET . NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

June 11, 1948

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
Congregation Emanu-El
East 60th Avenue

Denver, Colorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

In the absence of Charles J. Rosenbloom who was
obliged to return to Pittsburgh, T take this
opportunity to reply to your kind letter of June 8.

Permit me, at the very outset, to extend to you &
most cordial welcome imto our midst. It is indeed
gratifying to note that we may count upon your
support and cooperation.

With respect to your query about point three in the
letter yom received from Mr, Rosenbloom, I believe
that you will find that fully covered in the letter
that T wrote to S. P. Benamy, copy of which I sent

you yesterday.

Awaiting your further communications and keenly
looking forward to meeting you at the Pittsburgh
Z.0.A. ﬂmﬂﬂ, I am wi kind “‘.rds,

B T

MM:EK MorTis Margulies
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Surre 315 & 316

Committee for Progressive Zionism

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

HOTEL DIXIE . 250 WEST 43m» STREET . NEW YORK I8 N. Y.

Jm.lﬂ,l“ﬂ

Rgbbi H ¥4 edman
comm
Egst 60th Avemue
Denver, Colorado

Dear Bebbi Friedman:

At the suggestion of Mr, Louls Lipsky, I em
teking the liberty of sending you herewith

of & letter I have written to S, P. Benany
of Atlanta, Georgia,which contains a fairly com-
prehensive statement of the aims and purposes of
our Committes. We have also placed your name on
the mailing list for our publication, which we
are calling "Z ionist Issues."

I should appreciate it very much if you would
communicate with me (a) with to your
views regarding our program and (b) as to whether
you are planning to be a delegate to the Z .0.A,
Pittsburgh Convention. I sarnestly hope that

you &re.
With pest wishes,

yours,
Morris Margulies

MMz RH
Ene.

Wisconstv 7-6000







ISRAEL TODAY
in Eyewitness Reoort on Life in Israel Under Wer Conditions
by Morris #argulies :
Member of Executive of Committee for Progressive Zionism
and Former National Secretary of the Zionist Organization
of America
\"er conditians were vividly recailadhduring my last week's stay in Isrzel,
vhen the comtry wes subjected to & comolete blackout and Severel deytime alerts.
My most nleasant moments were the hour and & half I spent with Dr. Chaim
Weizmenn in his study at the Sieff Inmm, Hehoboth. Or, Weizmann's many
thousands of smericen friends and admirers will, I am sure, be delighted to learn
that the President of the Provisicnal Government of Israel anpesred twenty years
younger than vhen I last séw hin some six or eight months ago in the United
Stetes. The stories printed in some ‘IIOI&G;!I newspapers about his being feeble
end looking very aged ware based on jure conjecture.
Vibrent in health end scintillating in hi® exoressiens, Dr. Weizmenn, who is
the first head of a Jewish State in over two thousend yesrs, stated clearly: "I
am here to continue my work f_ﬁf my oeoole. I have no intention of being just an
ornament. ¥ithin the fromevork of the constitutional orovisions I intend to ex—
ercise =11 the nrerogatives of the office." The well-wishers of Israel, I know,
will be hanpy to lesarn thet Ur, Veizmenn intends to bring to bear his preat moral
strength on the duties incumbent uson the office vhich he occupies. He desired
that I make knovn to fmericen Jawry that Isroel by itself will be unable to cerry
the great burden of moving 125,000 to 150,000 immigrants a year into Israel,
settling them on the land and integrating them into the economy of the country.
I heve some icdea of what is involved in this almost superhuman task. I was
in Haife when a boest load of DP's errived, I followed thenm thrnugq_their exam-

ination by a corps of doctors who oicked out the ill end ailimg, sending them to
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hognitals or to recunerating centers, The children are sent to children's homes.
The rest go to the recention center where they are kent for a couple of veeks.
Thogze who have come trade are them provided with jobs; the cthers go to farms and
fectories. The quick orocess of integration is fantestic, Unless one sees it
with his own eyes, it is imnossible to believe how efficiently the process of
ebgorstion is carried out. But ell this involves money, end aside from the fact
thet the State of Israel has just beem born, it is now passing through the caul-
dron of var, & wer thet is a struggle of 1life ond death. The sinews of war thus
far heve come entirely from the small young nation of Israel. In order that the
burden of keening up a steady flow of 12,000 and more a month of immigrants does
not overvhelm the new State, American Jewry must help end must help quickly.

As Dr., Veizmenn pointed out to me: "I hope American Jewsvwill understend
this great historical moment &nd unlike twenty years gpo, vhen I annezled to
them without much success, will this time not let us domn." Dr, VWeizmann seemed
keenly disannointed st the failure of sur government to make good the two wro-
mises given him by President Truman, pamely, de jure recopnition and e loan of
one hundred million dollers. "I am afraid," said Jr. weizmann, "thet your State
Denartment is too much under ‘the imfluence of the British Foreign Office. That

is regretteble, narticularly in view of the iresent British shortsightedness."

#* “ »

Israel is a small comtry, so slthough I only swent some twenty-four days
there, I vas zble to see -racticelly all of it. This was made nossible through
the courtesy of Brigadier %enercl Jocob Dori, head of the Armed Forces.
General Dori, on learning of my arrival in Isrcel, invited me to have dimner
with him 2t his headquarters, end to my nleasant surorise I found that another
dinner guest was Mr. David Ben Gurion, vho in addition to being Premier is 2lso
Defense Minister, Right now he is also serving as #cting Foreign Minister while
Moshe Shertok is in Paris, atterding the meetings of the United Nations, Not-



=5
withstanding his duties as -remier and acting foreign secretary, Mr. Ben Gurion
gpends eight hours daily at his desk st #rmy hesdquarters. DUefemnse of the
country hee first claim on his time and energy, he told me. The ermy is -rob-
gbly the most unique military organizetion in the world, I was tremendously
interestad in the fact that guite 2 number came as volunteers from oversees.
They heve come from every commtry where there is a Jewish community of any size.

They can be said to have no uniform, umless a kheki shirt and a pair of
ghoes can be celled a uniform. They remind you of the soldiers who fought with
Wzshington. It is not treining or regimentation that counts here. Soirit dom-
inates every actiom. #n officer in the #rmy of Isreel is one by virtue of his
personzlity and not because of the braid or bress he weszrs. The highest ranking
officer is Srigedier General Dori. They have no divisions in Isreel. A brigade
constitutes the largest unit and is commanded by either & lieutenent colonel or
a2 colonel,

One of the most colorful figures is a friend of mine from Caneda, who served
as & Colonel with the Canadians in the last var. He cccunies the same position
in the Isrseli 4Army as commander of a brigade. His unit includes & fairly nower-
ful arrored battelion. Because of the effective wey in which he utilized this
battalion he has come to be ¥nown 2¢ the "Genersl Patton of the 4rmy of Israel."
I visited the headquarters of the battalion, In addition to ermored cars and
ather militery vehicles they heve quite a resnecteble contingent of tanks. It is
obvious that the exact fipures cammot be revealed, but I cen tell you that every,
one of the tenks was cantured from either the “yriens, im vhich cese the tanks
are of French meke, or from the ‘ransjordan Legion and &gyntian troops, these
tenks being of British meke. There arc also a few Arerican-made tanks that orob-
ably ceme into this war via lend-lease to the Yritish. The commander of the
armored battalion is a Jewish major vho wes borm and brought up in Kenya and

served for scven years with the British &rmy. Vhile on furlough from India,
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vhere he wes stationed with the British trooms, he visited Palestine. He became
g0 enamoured of the country end its peonle that he resigned his British commis-
sion, joined the Igraeli Forces and has to his credit many victories on the

field of battle.

& day or two before I left for Israel I re:d in some of our newsvapers a
story to the effect thet Fussian officers were aiding the Isrseli Army. I asked
General Dori noint blank how many Russian officers were in the Isrseli Forces.

He was shocked to hear the questions Then very deliberately he told me that there
is note single Russien officer emong his forces. This, the Uenerel added, must
be another Sit ofiEiALEh nwopagﬁida. The commanders of &ll brigades are Jews;
in fect, with the excention of the Qana&ign.refbrred to above, they ere Pales-
tinian Jews, ve heve & few non-Jewish officers. They ere of two netionalities,
French and British. lhese are captains end two/ggj:g:?a ¥hen I asneared sur-
priced thet there werc & number of mon-Jewish British officers, Genersl Dori re-
minded me thaot the famous Palmach (the Strikimg Force) was orpenized and trsined
by the never-to-he-forgotten Orde hingate, who when he was in Palestine wes a
centsin in the British #rmy snd during the wer rose to be & General. 411 Brit-
ishers, Generel Dori observed, should mot be comsered with Bevin and the spiri-
tual nigmies who now constitute the British CGovernment. There have also been
¥inretecs and Belfours snd Uecile and others,

The seddest snot right now in Isreel is Jeruszlem. During my brief visit
to the Holy City there was constent rifle and machine gun fighting going on. You
see neoole waliting &long at a normal geit, then suddenly sorinting eround a cor-
ner, resuming their normal gait sfter they've turned it. &t first I could not
under=ztend this seculier behavior, but came to understand it soon enoush when I
rezched one of these =oots end sts greeted by a burst of rifle shots. Jerusclem-
ites have been living under these conditions since Yecember, bhen I discussed

the Jorusalem situatién-with the secretary of the Jewish Agency, he sadly ob-
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serveds "For months we had no vwater, no bread, no light, no petrol — all we
had were shells. Now, although we still lack a sufficiency of water, at least,
thank God, e no longer starve. Food has been reaching us ever since your
great UYsneral Mercus built our 'Burma Road'." Like the peonle of Malta, the
Jeruszlemites ought to receive a decoration and ezch resident should be ver-
mitted to vear some sort of symbol signifying thet he was one of those who
lived through the siege to vhich the Jews of the Holy City have been subjected.

4dmilarity thet can be observed between Israel and our conntry is Israel's
dedication to the democrstic srocesses. In 1944, during the wer, we conducted
e national election, Israel is at present uking orenarstions for its nastional
election, scheduled to be held towards the end of December.

I was particularly interssted in the new Progressive Party to vhose found-
ing convention held on October 103}: in the Habimah Theatre of Tel Aviv I wes
invited and vhich I attended. This new narty is dedicated to the princinle
of serving the nationsnd the country primarily, perty aligmment being of
secondery concideration, As I watched the delegates nresent I was conscious
of the excellent cross-section they ﬁ"gre_aent-ed--. &mong those nresent were
importent industrialists, merchants, lecding f:roteasional men and delegates
from unions and egricultural settlements. In my opinion, that party is des-
tined to meet with success, for being left of center it will serve &s a
unifyin~ foreo, preventing dominance by either the extreme right or the ex-
treme laft. Its ~rogram is based on the orecents of the ancient Hebrew
proohets and the nrinciplea counciated by Thoodor Herzl, the founder of modern

Zicnism,
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