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OPENING SESSION
CONFERENCE WITH AMERIGAN JEWISH LEADERS

Sunday, September 3, 1950 - King David Hotel = 3:00 p.m,
————
David Ben Gurion, presiding
Teddy Kolek, secretary
Groetin@- By Mr. Ben Gurion.
Message from President of State of Thrael

Greetings =~ By Berl Locker, Chaiyman, Exeoutive, Jewish Agency,
' Jerusalem

Address: By Mr. David Ben Gurion, Prime Minister, State of Israel

Adjournment

Buffet Reception at home of Prime Minister - 7:00 p.m,

- ———

9 pem. - Resumption of session of Conference at King David Hotel

Monday, September L, 1959
Entire day devoted to visits by participants in Conference to

various sections of the country.
r (To facilitate these visits, each participant will be advised
of the group to which he has been assignied for such visits,)
FOR ALL VISITORS FROM AHROAD

Monday, September 4, 1950 = 7 DeMe
Dinner at Sarafand Military Camp as guests of Major General

Yigal Yadin, Chicf of Staff, Army of Israel,
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Statement by Mr. Moshe Sharett, Foreign Minister of Israel,
at a press conference in Jerusalem, on 3pd September, 1950,

Our object at this meeting with the representatives of the rress is to

explain the background and purpose of the Extraordinary Conference which is
to open in Jerusalem today and is to last three days.

As you are aware, about 50 prominent representatives from America are
already here to attend the Conference. Delegates have arrived from Great
Britain and South Africa. On the Israel side, all members of the Cabinet and
of the Executive of the Jewish Agency, assisted by a number of high Government
officials and by heads of financial and development institutions, will be in
attendance, It will be s weighty and representative gathering. The subject
with which 1t is called upon to deal is in its importance and urgency secona

' o none 1n the erder of our prlorities.
Let me first of all make clear beyond any possible doubt or misappre-
{’:anaim what the Conference ia-aﬁ,up‘uctad to be concerned with, It should
have nothing whatever to do with any o f the temporary difficulties with which
Israel may now be grappling. The present emergency - by no means the first, ret
not the last of the series of emergencies with which the path of the firstelected
Government of Israel is strewn - does not form an item on the Conference's
agenda. The Conference has not beem called together at the hasty spur of 2
grim moment snd its task is not to extricate Isracl from any well-advertised
griis. It has been planned for months., It took weeks of active preparation.
Its purpose is to provide the Govermment of Isracl with a basis for laying down
a well thought out long-term policy, mot to improvise a haphazard measure of
\_m:entary relief. '

We find it important to stress this, mrtly because some press and radio
reporters have dwarfed and distorted the issue. They have chosen to describ-
the convening of this Conference as a desperatc remedy resorted to under thLo
stress of a catastrophe - a kind of S.0.5. call for a rescue expedition to
save a sinking vessel. By thdx telescoping of separate issues
they have wlsled the-publia,

; The compdications which have rccently arisen in Israel's supply and

P

monetary situation are a matter for the Government of Israel alonc to
/handle,
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handle. The Government considers itself fully capable of resolving them with
the help of the country's existing taxable resources and its own experiseaes, .
relying on the civic maturity and discipline of all responsible citizens, It
does not propose to trouble the Conference with such current problems, serious
as they may be, Had these difficulties constituted the only or even the main
problem confronting the Government of Israel, this Conference would never have

\ieen called,

Actually, during the days immediatcly preceding the Conference, the Govern-
ment held extraordinary consultations with its experts concerning urgent measures
called for by the present ecmergency. Action upon the conclusions reached will
proceed quite independsntlv of the outcome of the dnmatiqna which will begin
this afternoon.

[’"‘ 4s for the issues facing the Conference with the American-Jowish leaders,
ticse are of a quite different character and lie on an entirely different planc.
The Conference will be concerned with the future, not with the past or the present,
Its business will be to face the tasks of new construction, not the problems of
present-day adjustment. It will deal with new immigration =nd settlement, not
with the current needs of the existing population. Its keynote will be how to
accelerate production, not how to alleviate the present hardships of the con-
suming public,

Israel @8 a - golmggconcern, with all its assets and l.abilities, is the
exclusive preoccupation of its government. Isracl's mission in Jewish history
and in contemporary Jecwish life is a responsibility in which Jews 6Verye
wiere . must actively participate,

In fulfilment of that mission, the State has sustained immense and
staggering burdens. To be sure, it has not done so alonc and unaided, Jews tarough«

out the¥*T1dH most notably those of the United State , have always helped,
faithfully and generously. Yet in blood and treasurc the people of Israel then~
scives have contributed a lion's share, Mush as has already been achieved, the
task is get far from completion. The revolution which has produced the specta-
cular emergence of Israel and the Messianic, epoch-making movement of the in-
gathering of exiles, is still continuing its majestic, irresistible and

/triumphant
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triumphant march.

In the course of the two-and-a-quarter years of Israsl's
independence, its Jewish population has inoreased by 7¢%. Nearly
460,000 immigrants have entered the country, Hundreds of villages,
scores of factories, thousands of buildings, countless warkshops
and business enterprises have been established in all parts of

Israel's territory. The faee of the country is being changed

almost dailys Road-building, water supply, irrigation and affores-
tation works, the development of meens of comnunication are proceeding
at an unprecedented pace. Vast developmcont projects are msburing,
For the next few years the same if not a gquicker pace of progress
must be envisaged. Immigration willi doubtless proceed on much the sane

scale, No change is likely in the condi:cion of Jewriss which forn

its main reservoir. such as would abate the flow - whether in East-
Europe, in West Asi- or in North Africa, On the contrary, endemic
fanaticism and the fear of an imminent world conflict are liable,

on the one hand, 10 intensify the urge to go, andg on the other hand,
to nake efforts of resoue more imperative than ever, Economiec
development must not lag behind imnigration, Rather should it eim

at making up for pcst deficiencies, Impressive as past records of
economic achievement may be, they ean and must be becsten. The ever-
exranding potentialities of Iarael, within the frontiers which she is
detarmined to hold and defend, must be utilised speedily, for in

this respect, too, the gathering world storn conpels urgency.

It is a gigantic task which calls for a supreme effort by the

free and prosperous Jewish communities, first and foreriost Bg that

of the United States of America.

In the Confer-nce, the crean of the leadership of the Anerican-

Jewish effort on ==half of Israel in tie past will be concentrated.
To take counsel with that concentrated essence of American Jewish
responsibility for the future of Isra=.'s work of reconstruecti- .
and rehabilitation was the ainm of the Govermment of Isrsel inm

inisteting today's Jonference, The purpose of the consultation is to

rench conmon mdé:.»-tanding as to how best, that is, how most
effectively and specdily, that effort can be enlarged amd intensified

to cope with the demands of the future, The Government of Israel
was Joined in its . 5 se. 261 L .4 26 b, o Jwish Lguney,

* . Fusotiv. 4t _ o biva B 0 .. "uE. .- .8.. - . 2 2:fsponsorghip
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sponsorship of the Conference by the Jewish Agency, whose function
it has been to canslise Jewish energies throughout the world for
the financing of immigration and settlement in Israel. The decisions
which will fall to be adopted as a rasult of the consultation will
be in the ultiwate resort the responsibility of the Israel Govermaent,

It is hoped that out of a free sxchange of visws batween thos:
responsible for the .aobilisation of funds outside and those charged
with the practical cxscution of the work of reconstruction inside
Israel, a broad outline of a master-plan will emerge for & new and
bold departure which will snable us to continue the work on a
broader basis, at an accelerated pace and with increased confidence
in the future.

The Confagence affords a unique opportunity for intimate
contact betwesn the two sets of participants - the two collective

partners in the great joint enterprise - Zmerican Jewry and Israel.
It should make possible a dynamioc integration of the two aspects
of the problem = the need of the work in Israel and the possibility
of incrsased sssistance from ths United States. It should inspire

those ongaged on ths financial front with the extraordinary drive
which h:s marked Israel's reconstruction and progress. As a ra¥:ls,
a spirit of united detarmination should be cregted which would

ensure for the new effort, when launchad, an overwhelming measure of

active support from all constructive elements in American-Jewish
life, counting on the ever-present goodwill of the Government and
people of the United States.

The revolutionapy- transformation which has occurecd in Isracl,
with its tremendous impact upon the world Jewish position, must
transforn the conceptions of world Jewry as to its moral duty and
praotical performance, It is urgently felt that the hour calls for
a new approach, a new inspiristion, and @ new driving force, That

the 3Ianference wili provide all these is our confident hope.

Jerusalen, grd Septeuber 1850



Opening Session, September 3, 1950
10,
Previous speaker : Mr. Berl Locker

Mr, David Ben Gurion stenographer: =K

Ladies and Oentlemen, we are in the midst of a great constructive

revolution, the climax of Jewish history. We have fought a war, established a
State, we are building it4 but we have not yet peace. Neither our security

nor our future is safe, and there is not yet attained the main purpose of

the State of Israel. We have still, and for a long time, to dofendiomr freedom,
our independence, our frontiers against enemies who are forty times as numerous
as we are and whose country is 220 times bigger than ours. We have to build
up the country which wes for centuries neglected by foreign invaders and whioch
was almost entirely ruined in the last Jewish-Arab War. At the end of the war
only five per cent of the land was cultiated. We have to receive hundreds of
thousands of immigrants for whom there is only one salvation - in Israel, At
the same time, we have to build up & now civilisation and a society of which

no Jew in the world will be ashamed. On the contrary, on us depends the prestige,
the self-respeoct and the dignity of all Jewries. And there is the element of
time, We hope that the last action of the United Nations under the leadership
of tlie United States against the aggressor in Karca Will strengthen peace in

the world. I believe that for the next three or four years there will be peace,
although nobody can say this with complete certainty. Pul we are living in a
very troubled period, not only for ourselves btut for’ the entire world, and it
would be a crime if we do not use that peaceful time to consolidate and strengthen
tho security of this new state and to bring in all those Jews in the lfoslim
ocuntries, in Bagtern Buropean countries, for whom there Ik is no choice, either
possible destruction or freedom and independence in their own land. We will have
to transfer and to receive and to settle in the next three years something like
six hundred thousand additional immigrants. This will require at least a billion
and a half dollars. The State of Israel is ready to provié one-third, half a
million - one billion must be mobilized by the Jewries of the world, and especially
by the Jews in the United States. To clarify a bit more, our task,’ite diffiéalty,
its feasibility, for the next three years, I will have to tell you briefly the
history of this country for the past three years, although I may tell you things
which all of you know.



Iy Opening Session, Sspteiber 3,1950

Recordad by EX/yo

Coatinuation of Mr. Bon Gurion

It was perhaps tho Lost renarkabls throes years in Jowish
history. The land was still under Mandatory rule but the British
rule in this country wos already in a state of dissolution. The
oesition »f Jows and Lrabs alike and the prassurz of world public
c¢pinicn wade the eontinuation of tﬁﬁ'i@;pish Mondate udrally and
politieally iupcssibla.'ihau$§§&&hlyga§’ﬁmﬂuﬁhiﬁ&d Nutions decided
on pertiticn, to build two -sbatss, ons Jawish, ono srab. But ths
sreb leaders, the leoadurs 'of the ﬂrabﬁ'ﬁﬁ-ﬁélaaﬁing as wall as the
repraseasotives of the 4Lrab States 1@!§ﬁphﬁ@i§ad Noticns, nade it
cloar that thoy would £ight cgainst the d3eision’ Of tho Unitad
Notions. &4nd it ceant war. And it was wgf;_ﬁb nw:bsr:d than in
this country sone six hundrzd thousand iqus. The nucberx of the
«rabs in Palustine was about'd,200,000, twiée as ruch., Wo had
saue 300 settloocats. Thers were about 766 arab scttlo..onts. But
there was ons difforcncs. Whilc they Occupisd once coantinucus
tuorritory fron ono and of the l1end to tha_cthér, tho groat part of
our settlcoents wors isnlated, especially so the heart of Isracl -
Jorusale:d, It was surrcundoed on gll sidos with 4rob villages, and

whilo thoe Arebs had gddsss to Jerusalen frow four roads, frofl the



12-13 Opening Scssion
Saptaubor 3, 1950

Continuation of kr. Ben Gurion Recurdad by EK/ye

north, frooa ths cast, froo J‘aricho; from tha south, frooa Hibron,
froo the wost, frou Jaffa, wi had only ons road froa the wast,
frou Tol iviv. But there was another difforence. The cauntry

was surr.unded by indspondsnt Arab statas whoso population is sone
forty «illion, and they doclarsd thet they, togothsr with the
Arabs of Palustine, will fight u@;gat tha Jews and against the
dseision of the Unit.d Naticnss We had only onc way t0 the world,
thrcugh the sso, and the scu was blockaded by the British Navy,
who kopt a considerable furee t- mamtia\ﬂan annpower and
Jowish aris roaching the Yishav in this couatry. Bsfurs tho war
started wo were in pussossiocn of soa8 10,000 riflss, 1,900
—achino guns, suiae 450 light wschimc guas, 180 .sachine guns,

670 two-inch iwrtars, 96 thre:-inch usrtars. This was all tho
woapoas in our possession. Against this was @ population whers
aln st overy ninle hnd a weadons In alddtd~n to that, therc was

the Transjordan aArny, which was fingncod and traioed by the Brit.'.tah
and officerui by tho British, and was stationed in Palastine.

Ths continuaticn of this spscch was recordad by la



14 OPENING SESSION, Septerber 3,1950
Previous speaker: Mr. Dsvid Ben Gurion - recordsed by la/ya

Arab oen were training in Syria and Lebanpon, comsisting of Palestine

irabs, Syriany Lebancse and Iraqgis. On November 29th, we know, the
resolution of the partition of two states was adopted - Novenber 29th -
and on the following day the first seven Jews wers nurdered on the roads.
On Daceober 2, the Jewish Conmercial Centre in Jerusalen was burncd,
under the eyes of the British police who prevsntcd the Hagansh frowo
protecting Jerusalen., The British werse still here. As the High Con-
s.issioner told e, they had here not less than 75,000 soldiers. When

I protested against the intrusion of arwed Arab bands froo Transiordar
and Syria, he told we he did not have the power and the neans to
prevent ite. At best they were neutral. On soue oecasions they helpud
the Haganah. On wore occasions they hslped the Arab bands. But on the
whole it was, to be fair, a fight Bﬁﬁﬁaan the Jews and the irabs. Vo
did our best to localise the conflict. But it spread. We were atiacked
not only in isolated scettlerionts, but meinly on the roads. This was

the most vulnerable part of our defence, vecause there was not a single
road in Palsstine which was entirely inhabited by Jews, not even the
road batween Jerusaler and Tel 4iviv, and the road between Tel Aviv

and Haifa. We were outmuubered. We could mot bring in arns, because

the British Navy, the British Arcy and the British air Force wers all
obilised against the Haganah.

Whilae, of course, wo rade all preparations abroad to sscure ar.us,
we knew well what we had to sxpect frou ths Mandatory Power and cur own
neighbours and it was a torrible job. First of all, you can buy aruas
in any part of the world, West .or East, only with dollars. Sscondly,
only Governuents could buy arms, and there was not yet a Jewish
Governmuent. We nanaged to overcone the first *we difficulties, with
the help of our friends throughout the world and with the great help
of sone of the peuple who are here, who deserve a great desl froc
the Jewish people, although I know they don't wish ue to nake it
publicy - we vvarcaune the first difficulties. We Tound cpuntries in
South Auerica who were willing to buy arus for us. Then the o was
the third difficulty, that of transport. This was iapossible to over-
cone, because the whole British Navy and Air Force were mobilised
against us and by the tine the British left, on May 15, 1948, we
wanagsd only to bring in one shipload of arcs consisting of
4,500 rifles, 200 machine-guns, and twezty snti-airersf+ gurs,



Continuation of Ben Gurion 15 OPENING SESSION, Septarber 33,1950

racorded by la/ya

With these aris we had to stand against a force thres tines thsa
size of ours. Ws had only one advantage. Ws knew what we wars fighting
for. we knew that we were fighting for our lives and for the future of
the Jewish people. And until the British laft, or rather cne day bufore
they laft, not o single Jewish ssttle«nt, howsver isolated, was
penstrated and captured by the arabs, whils the Hoganah, after being
attacked any times, captured a large nuaber of Lrab places, and Tiburi-
s and Haifa and Jaffa and Safed wore fre:d by the Haganah., The first
sown which was capturcd by the Haganaoh was Tiberias. That was on April
the 18th. We told the irabs they wdght stay, on ons condition, that
they do not nako any wor: war and tﬁﬁxAnhay give up their arms. They
dzcided to leava and they were oncouraged to do so by the British
Governnent. The Govarniont sent trucks and took them away to Syria.
The saue thing happenad whel the Heanah defoated tho Arab bands in
Haifa, when ths British cncouraged the srabs to lsave. The sale thing
happened in Jaffa,

MH Recorded after this



Opening Sessi:n, September 2, 1958
e

Previocus Speuk.- Perl Locke rscorded by MH

Continuing BenGuricn

ind when the fctal und greet de - cume, May the 14th, when the Jevid State

vus procluimed, the purt of Palesthe helpedby the Hegensh wes slmost free

from Arebs. May 14th wus a doy of grect rejoicing for el’ Jews in Pulestine,

end pern:ps for meny Jews thraght the world. It wae s aay of great enxiety

for these who were responsible for the Jewish detence. Fhile the rejo.cing

wsere still going on in the strects of Tel Aviv, where the

unofficicl Genersl Steff of Hegenih wes
tc the

end singing
¥ State was procleimed, the smell

gathered in & hidden place receiving news +f 3wab columns coming in

country from the south, from the n.th, from the east. On the ssme night when
the British Mandate wus terminsted, 12 o'clock Fz-i;iay evening Msy the 14th,
Tel 4viv wes bombed by “gyptien bombers. The country wus invaded by seven
Areb armies.= bgypt, Transjorden, Syris, “ebanon, Ireq, Seudi Arabie, femen,
There were two steges. The first was when the British were stil here.
1t was mainly war between the Jews i3 Pelestine snd the p.réba in Pglestine,

clthogh they were greatly helped by Arab unofficicl benas from the neighbouing

countries. At that time we could get mabikmr holp neither in manpower nor in
arms from abroad, and we had to rely on existing resources. On the whole the
Haganzh mede well, The second phase was. against the seven Arab states, In all
the second stage battles raged for 61 days in two different periods, One period
was against all the seven Arab states, This was until the second truce which-

was proclaimed on July 18th, The first truce was called only for one month, The
Arabs Bfused to continue it and they renewed the war. At that time the newly-
born Jewish Defence Army had a great victory in the central part of the country,
We occupied Iydda and Ramle, and in this way we finally served and freed Jerusalem,
For the © ° first time since the defeat of Bar Kochba, Jewish Jerusalem was again

somected territorially ith the Jewish country, It was no more an isolated city
in Arab surroundings. The second truce was ordered by the United Nations not for
a limited time, but permanently until peace will be concluded.

At that time the Egyptians held a great part of the south md the Negev.
And the Lebanese Army held still a great part of Galilee., According to the
decision of the United Nations Security Council, we had the right of free passage
to the Negev to our settlements and to our force, But the Egyptian ammy disregarded
the decision of the United Hations nd prevented us from sending food and equipment
to our settlements and to-our +Forces. We waited for ‘three months, We applied
once and again to the United Nations Commission to carry out their decision. But
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=Ty
Provious Speaker=Berl Locker recorded by= MH
Continuing Ben Gurion

just as the Assembly of the United Nations was powerless to implement their
decision in establishing the two states, so the United Nations Commission here

was powerless to implement their decision to let us have a freo passage to our
settlements in the Negev, ind only one choice was lefts to make our way there with
the help of the young Jewish defence force. In the middle of October our army
marched in the Negev, In a battle of seven days, the whole of the South and the
major part of the Negev, as far as Beorsheba and including Becrsheba, was freed

by the Jewish Army, and the Egyptian fleet at Gaza was sunk, This was perhaps.-

tho first naval Jewish battle in history. The two ships werc sunk without a
single Jewish victim, Boorsheba was liberated. But still the Egyptians held a
large part of southern Negev, and the Lobancse army a part of Gelilee, The
Jewish Brigade , under the command of a Jewish Canadisn brigadier, liberated in
two days the whole of “alilce, an d drove out the last bends of the notorious
Ksukji. Then thero was again +trouble in the Negev with the Egyptians who
gailed to comply ith the @ecision of the Sgourity Council. ad whet the Security
Tounoil could not do, the Jewish Defence Army had to do. = At the end of Deccmber,
a now battle raged in the Negev, After two woeks not 2 single Egyptian soldiew
remained (here BG misfakenly said British and explained he used the word "British"
because the British Airforce tock part , of course on their side, in the battle
end our Airforce brought down five British plancs mear Gaza) on the soil of the
Negev and they were forced ¥x to conclude armistice with Israel, ter the
Egyptians, Iobanon, Transjordan an d thenalso Syria concluded armistice agrecments
where our new frontiers wer guaranteed ¥y these four Arab neighbours.
Under the agreement with Transjordan a great central Balestine

wes expounded without one shot being fired., So was expounded the corridor to
Jerusalem. To this I have to 2dd ome word. ' In that glorious victory, the Jews of
the world almost inall countries have their share, Eighteen percent of the
Jewish D:fonce Ay consisted of volunteers from abroad, from 52 different countries:
from 21 countries in Furope, from 14 countries in tho American herisphere -~ the
United States, Canada, Panama, Mexico, Equador, Cuba, Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay,
Chilaeg Nicaraguz, Costa Rica, Colombige ten from Africa — from North and South
Africa; five from Asia — Burma, China, India, Yemen, Turkeys and from
Australia and New Zealand, I doubt that ever before was thers such a cosmopolitan
amy. Especially important is the share of volunteers from England, Canada,
United States and South #frica, in uilding part of our young Airforce, which played
a decisive part in the battles and victory. Without them it would have been perhaps
gniirely inpossible to improvise in uch a short time such an airforce,

This war changed entirely he face of the country, In March 1947, less than
a year before hostilities started, Palestine had a population of 1,850,000 -
Jews 614,000 which is 33% and frabs 1,200,000 which is 64%, others — Greeks,
$x®g English, Bunenians, otc,, some 36,000 or almost 26 . When we held the first
census in the State of Israel, still before the wer was cnded in Novur..er, 1948,

- -
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not ali the Areb inhubitents were counted beczuse Galilee wcs still st wer,
"e had a counted populutica of 782,000, among them 713,000 Jews or 90% of
the populeti n and 69,000 Arzbs or 9% of the populcti.n. At the end of
1848, vhen the vir wus over, the pojulecticn of Iersel wue ectimuted s
867,000, umcng them 760,000 Jevs which is 87% cna 10',000 Arube vwh ch is 1Zm,
The flight of the Apcbs from Pul:zstine begen &s eurly se December 1947
as soon uvs the hostilitics begaen. 1t continued und incressed with the
victories of Higunch, The “tate of Ierael inherited en zlmost empty country,

end « country in chuos. The Yritish deliberstely left th. country in
compl=te cheos. They eut off Pel-stine from the vorld, even from telecgraphic

und postel comcctions. Taey did n t accept the Geclsicn of th: UN, und they
Gid not hand cver their wuthority to the new authority. #né while the war
wes 8till reging ve hid to esteb ieh ulmost from the begimning public
services. “t the scmetime We had to receive the beginning of that sh uld

bs called the modern exocus - the kibbutz galict, #nc 1hat heppened since
then until now is perheps more important then the wer we heve won cnd the

state we have estub: ished.

TS Recorded after this
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When the/world war was over - there werce in Palestine

less than 60 thousand Jews...fter 30 years of Brisish rule
in this couniry from the end of the first world war until
the establishment of the State of Isracl L46L,000 Bwe -
I leave the odd hundred came into this country - on the
average 15 ,1;5;. y'l?firé immigration can be conveniently be
grouped into five sections.

(1) East European countries, They gave the bulk
of the immigration, In thirty years almost 300,000 jews
which is 65% of the wholc immigration camec in from East
European countriecs,

(2) From Western European countrics. This scction
contributed some 78 thousand immigrents which 1s 16% of
the entire population,

(3) Asia. This section brought in some 40,000
immigrants - 8%.

(4) American Hemir:chere. This brought in 8,500
immigrants which is about 2% of the entire immigration.

(5) The last scction is from Africa which gave some
4,000 immigrants = @.4% of the cntire immigration,

What happened sincc the State was established ?
You must excuse me if I burden you with statistics -
because this is the meaning and the task and the responsibility
of the State and the responsibility of Jews thproughout the
world., This is the reason why we are able to build the
Yisshub and why we fought in that way and wvhy we won and why
wo establishocd the Statc., From the time the State was ostablished
- from May 15, 1948 till the end of June of this ycar — more
than 415,000 Jews came in, If I take the same five scctions
we find very important changes.

(1) Eastern Europe is again in the forefront they give
us 207,800 which is something morc than 50% of tho cntire
immigration.

(2) The second biggeost group this time is from Asia
they gave 100,730 which is 24%.

(3) This group from Africa gave 64,800 which is something
more than 16%.

(4) Then comes the American Hemisphere giving 2,700,
It is interesting to know the increase of cach scction, There
is no single scction whose immigration was not inereased since
the cstablishment of the State. From Eastern Europc came ten
times as many in one year as before the war. Instead of 10,000

~
.
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a year 100,000 a years From Western Europe came four times as
many, Instead of 2,500 there came in more than 9,000, Even
from the American Hemisphere there were five times as many
as before the war.. Instead of 250 a year there came 1,460
a year, From Asiatic countries therc wore 34 times as many.
Instead of 1,300 there were 46,000. But the greatest increasc
came from the North American countries - 233 times as many.
Instead of 134 - which means almost noth - there came
now something like 30,000 a year. For cvay/Jaws who werc in
this country when the State was established two more were
added, This would mean a population of 100,000,000 people added
to the present population of Amcerica, There was not only
a change in the quantity- although the quemtative change
of sud population is mors than change in gquality. , There
was 2lso a very significant change in guality., Immigration
before the State brought with itself the capital nccessary
to establish them and settle them into the economy, Only
ten or twenty per cent of the capital necessary to settle
all the Jews who came into this country had to be collected
by national means. The buik of the capital necessary was
brought oty the immigrants themselves. There was a large
immigration of people with :‘lndep'andent- means, and while
labour immigration as you know, was strictly limited then
under the Mandate and White Paper Policy, the immigration of
cariftlicts ~ then a Jew with 1,000 pounds was entirecly
unlimited - The present immigration with few exceptions comes
without any means and nostly without any profession and trade,
I gave you the classification of the different sections
and their part in immigration before the State and after, but
it is clear that more and more pending immigration to this
country will come mostly from two sections - from Qriental
Wwslem countries and Africa and Asia, and from those countries
behind the iron curtain shich will allow Jews to leave their
countries ; these are two group which provide the bulk of
immigration for Israecl. And these are two groups of countries
where the Jews will cither be destroyed plyeicially or spiritually,
or both; (and are being destroyed physically or spiritually)
unless they are able to come to Israel. In North Africa which
is entirely a Moslem area .from Egypt &Morocco.- In Egypt
Libya, Phonicia and Morocco there are some 620,000 Jews, of
whom the greatest part if not all of them must leave.
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In the Oriental countries in Asia, Persia, Irag, Turkey,

Iran, Afganistan, Lebanon and Syria there are some 300,000

Jews, In the East European countries outside U.S8.S.R. there

are some 500,000 Jews mostly in Rumania and Hungery.Their
rate of immigration, if at all, depends upon whether they are
allowed to go at all, For the time being Rumania, Poland,

and CkBechoslovakia allows numbers of Jews to leave, In Rumania
an attrosity campaign is being conducted by Radio and Press.
Even the Rabbisare being forced to tell the Jews about atrocitics
in Israel., What terrible fate awaits all those who go there;
slavery, hung.r, and degraogagion.,In spite of this campaign which
is dictated by the Press and Rodio-and no reply can be given
since it is a totalitarian country - 100,000 Jews are ready to
go. In Irag where there arc some 120,000 Jews - when the new

law was promulgated that within a year every Jew could leave

the country - 102,000 gews registered themselves to go to Isracl,
We arec dealing with Jewish Gamnunitiaa/sfgm there is no choice
although in onc sence now they have choice, I shall givc you

an examplc of one community, the remotest community in the world,
the Jews of Yemen,According o tradition they. are in Yemen
since the time of King Solomon, brought there by the Queen of
Sheba, Certainly they have been there for the last 2,000 years.
Yemen is a mediaevel countryunder Moslem theocratic rule, No
inhabitant has any rights. But Jews have no rights even less
than a donkey, They are doomed, Their children weore taken away
to be brought up as Moslems, For over a thousand ycars they

had to ondure., It is one of the greatest miracles of Ccowish
endurance that they remained a community and that they could
stand such endless poverty for a thousand years., They had no
choice, And then suddenly they heard that the Messiah had come
and that there is a Jewish Kingdom. They do not receive any
newspapers from any country, They have no Radio. And yet in
almost one day the entire community in Yemen - which is a vast
country and they are dispersed over a very large aroa - stood
up; they took their small children on their shoulders and they
began to walk in order to get to Israel. The same thing happened
to the Jews in Irag. They had to endure a great deal for many
centuries but now if they want they can go to Isprael, and from
120,000 there have gone 102,000.

Continuation of Ben Gurion - Recorded by I.K.
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Persia,after Yoiicn, is perhaps the most niscrable country for Jows.
They heard thors was a State of Isracl, they left their villages, and
coLe to tho capital; Thers was no placs for thau thire. They had
nowhere to sleep and they went o the Jewish ccietory, and they ars
still now living in the Jewish cametery after rionths of waiting for
a plane or @ ship'to take theu to Israsl.:
Thore are hundreds of thousands of Jews for whou thsre is no cheica.

S> had we no choice. when I say'wae!', I iian Isracl. I cannot speak on
your behalf, you will have your own say. Wwe in this little country,
which is still surrounded by canciidies, which con eny day be attackcd
by superior forees, we are threatened by radio and by prcss and by
puolic declarction that soon will coile the Secend Round. 4nd they
are gebtting azris frouw En¢land andﬁaaapiﬂa,‘jat planes and guns and
tanks and instructors and trainers. We have tu spend nillions -
I ai. sorry I cannot tell you how many nillions- on our defonsc,
cnd we carry a heavier burden for defenss than the psople of the
Unit ed Staotes, and I know the defesnse burdcon of the people of the
United States. ?

But wc have nc choice, we must take ther gll in. It nay be
politically irrational, it may be eednuiaieally inpossibles, but
& nocther does not ask political gnd eeonoiiie questions when she
has to save her child. It is a sheer uoral iupossibility for us
to close our doors te Jews froo: Romicnia becausQ sovie of thoil pere
haps uay still be saved, gand they know and we know what is in store
for then if they dondt nanage gs soon as possible to get to Isracl.

It is not iy intention to eoncluds this discussion on our
innigration pelicy. Everyons of you is at absolute freedon to
express his view, whethsr the policy is wise or not, whether it
should continuse or not. I confess thare are differences of opinion
aven guong us. But this is our policy and we believe that we
too have no choice. We know all the great dangers inhersnt in
such a flow of inndgraticn into this little poor undefended coun-
try. Not only econcuic dangers. MNMany pesople say that this
¢w wave of inaigration, coming as it does from poor undeveloped,
uncultured, unaducated countries, will lower the intellactual
and spiritual lesvel of ths Jowish comrunity. It is a very ssrious
catter. First of all froi: the point of view of defensc.Ifweocudd

face scven Arab arcies, superior in nunbers, in ar.atients, in
training, in experiencs, and in outside hslp, 1t is only bocause
of cur noral and spiritual supsriority, and if we lose that, we
lose perhaps everything. Already we feel a great need agnd
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shortage of'skillgd labor, of professional people, of engineers,
of cheuists, architects, physicians, nurses, and we hope that
the western Jewries will send these specislists to serve either
for a tine or perusnently in this country. We are already two
years after this new great wave of inmigration, and very inpor-
tant and positive features appeared which were for nany of us

a great surprise. It was proved that those Jews fron Morocco,
Turkey, Egypt and other Orientel countries proved to be the

best constructive building force we ever had in this country.

We had in our young aruy an intelligence test for candidates

for officars and N.C.O's. Some 14,000 new young recruits vcre
subuitted to such an intelligence tast. It was on the lines of
the intelligence tests of the Auerican aruy, according to results
divided into high intelligence, wediur, and low. Most of the
new recruits were frou these Oriental countrises. The average

of these 14,000 recruits was: 31% high intslligence, 38%
nediun, 31% low. Auong these 14,000 were some 3,000 of Israeli
born recruits. They showed 49 high intelligence, 28% nediun,
and 23% low. While the recruits fron Eastern Europe gave high
intelligence 37%, innigrants from other countriss were 39%.

Frou Eastern Burope, medium 32%, frorn Arab countries 30%. Low -
Eastern Europe 31%, srab countries 30.5%. One more thing
energed frou these tests: +the longer one is in this country,
the higher the intalligence becones. 2,500 were tested who are
hers only one-half year, 6 uonths, They gave 21% high intelli-
genca, 30 uediun, 42% low. Those who were a year gave 34% high
intelligence, 3Qkunediun, 36% low. Those who wer: 2 years -
35% high, 32% nediun, 33% low, Five years - 36% high; from

6 to 10 years - 51% high and only 24% low. After 1l years -
54% high intelligence, 27% nediun, and 19% low. So there is
nothing to be afraid of the low intelligence of Jews who are
couing in. It will go up. We had another test. Only those who
passed the high intelligence test arse bsing aduitted for exani-
nation as candilates for officers. Only 47% were successful

in the 2nd cxauination. More than 52% failed. Frou Israeli
born candidates, 58% were successful and only 42% failed. But
for the present time, this imnigration with low intelligence
has set a very serious problen for our econony, for our arny, for
our education, and we are in urgent need of high scale profes-
sional people fran the western countriss.

followed by JA
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But the view that the Orietal Jews are incapable of being a constructive force for
building up a country, 2 civilisation, happily proved to be 2 mistake, Tomorro: you
will have an opportunity to see, although in only onc day, somcthing of whay is
being done in this country, and you will see on the slopes of Jerusalen, in Galilee,
on the shores of the Mediterranca n, on the vast spaces of the Negov, - you will sce
new settlements that are being mado by these immigrants, And they are the main
constructive and building force in the new Isrzel,
%imltm'a.l work began some seventy yecars before the establishment of the State.
For thosc seventy years the best pioncers of Eastern Burope — and at that time the
whole of East Buropea n Jewry was still alive - made tho new Jowish colonisation.
To our fnorican friends I wont to sa y that thousands of Anericans were among thon,
I do not know whether you all know that the first mass immigration after the Balfour
Declaration came not from Russia or Pola nd or Galicis ~r a ny East: or West European
country, but fron America . T mysc.. ha @ the privilege of living in /lmerica after the
First World Wer, after I was cxpclled by the Turks, and I came back here with some
4,000 young men who cane to this country in uniforn to fight for this country. They
are the first pioncers of this country and the first haluts organisation who trained
young people for agricultural work wfa_ﬁlgstablishﬂd in Anerica in 1915. They organised
the Jewish Legion and they brought over/thousa nds of young Jews who fought for Palestine,
liberated i%, and lator builb it. T thot period 4811 those pioncers, fran the first
ones who ceme seventy years a2 go fram Hungary and from the Old City of Jerusalcm to
build the first Jewish city, called Petach Tikva (the Door of Hope), they rightly saw
a return to the soil tie foundation of our na tional regeneration, and they werc helped
by a great nmovenent, by great Jews. A1l the na tional meens of the Chovevei Zion and
later the Zionist Organisation, as well as that great Jew in France who is called here
Hanadiv HagsdusBaron de Rothschild, who spent bundreds of nillions, were all devoted
to promote agriculture. In these seventy years we established 290 agricultural settlesents,
which neans on an average little more tha n 4 settlements in a year., We cultivated
Tooy000 dunans (175,000 acres), on the average lo,o000 dunans additional every year, and
we put on the land something like leo,ooo Jews, or 1,400 a year. During these two
years after the establishment of the State we founded 240 new agricultural setilcnents.
We put on the land 82,000 Jews and we cultiveted 2,100,000 dunams. That is, we are
establishing now 30 tiues as nany settlements, we are cultivating 70 times as ruch land
as woe did then, and settling 30 times as many people, and this> large, remarkable,
amazing egricultural work, which is a great creative work; nerhaps the greatest in our
history in the last 2,000 years, was done by Jews fram Yemen, Morocco, Turkey and also
by Jews from Bastern Europe. Thoy are hard workers. They work on the land. They arc
building villages, they arc planting woods, they are naking roads. Thcy are regencrating
the spaces of the Negov. Thay also work in factories and they build cities. They rcbuilt
Jaffa, Iydda, Ranleh, Beershebg‘iisf?nmgh pany of them do not Imow how to recad and write.
They are learning quickly, They are getting in the Army - those still eligible for the
irmy - o Jewish and a gencral cducation, 2 nd those who are not in the fary learn in
evoning classes or fron their small children. They are good soldiers and they are fine
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workers. A @great transforoation has taken place in this country - a transforsiation of

a la nd and a transfcmetion of 2 people., It is 2 pity you would be seecing the country
only tomorrow and only for one day, but even in that day you will see what is being done
to these nountzins which were desolate for centuries. You will-see how people who lived
in oisery and slavery and degradation for centuries became free and ppoud and creative
citizens who ere sheping their own lives and are rcbuilding their country.

You will find in your dossier a swmary of a devolopnent plan which was worked
out bwoms of our experts for the four years of 1950-1953. You will also find a surmary
of 2 plan worked out ty our agricultural cxperts for agricultural dovelomment in the
next four years. You nay find in these two plans certain discrepancies, because the
generzl pla n assunes only 20 percent of our population would be put on the land, while
our agricultural experts are coger to put on the land o largor mumber, - sbout 25 percent,
This Developmert Flan is intendod, first of all, to provide full employment for all those
messes who are pouring into the GW; secondly, to expand our production, n t.only
for internal conswipiion, but for increased export, to lesson our dependence on forcign
curroncy. It is irdended to balance our foreign trade ss far as possible, to incresse our
exports and to diminish our imports. We do not believe in total blamning, we do not
believe in an entirely rogimented econoryy and societj._ We see a ia.lzga field for private
initiative, for private capital,-In all branchcs of industry, in a large sector of our
agriculture, in cormmnications and building. But you canmot bring into such a little,
new, undevelopaod country hundreds of thousands of new imigrents in a short tine without
genoral plarming for their employment, for their housing, and especially for tho ;
foundation of our national existonce — agriculture. The importance of agricultural work
is not only in the absorption of 2 large pert of immigreation, but also in our defence.
4s you see on the map, we are surroundod on a&ll sides, in the North, in the South, in
the East - we are surcounded by Lrab countries which arc still hostile and which still
rofuse to meke peace with Israel., On the lend we are entirely cut off. Our only
cammnication is by sca and by eir. But sone day we nsy be cut off also from the sea,
and in order to sucsive wo must provide for production of all the food nocessary for our
growing population fron our own soil. But it is not only food. Tonorrow you will sec
something with your owa gyes. I told :you that irmediately when the war was over only
5 percent of the land wes cultivated. Since theni® largoly increcased, more then 3 tines,
but still more than one half of our State in the South is an empty, waste wildorness, -
that is, the Nogev, 2nd we will not be safe unless we csteblish a2 nct of settlenents
along our berders whrich will repulse a2t the first moment our potential enemies, as was
douie in the last wer.
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Jerusalei: was saved not only by the Haganah and the Jewish
Dgfence Ariy who fought in Jerusalen, but also by th: few settle-
nents in the north, in the west and in the south of Jerusale:i,
They kept sway for nonths the eneiy from reaching ths gatss of
Jerusalen. Sone of then were attacked in the last days of the
Mandate, as Guf Etzion, four settlements nearby, but thay saved
Jarusalen. And we imst have a net of se.tlenents al ong our
borders,

And just as putting 20 or 25% of our iunigrants on thse land
is of vital iuportance, it is even more urgent tc build houses for
thess masses of iwdgrants., IFf we had gathercd three years ago
and soie of you would ask e, or anybody else, how will you
solve the question of housing foF®hundreds of thousands of
icnjgrants coning in  every ysar, 1 doubt whether I would have been
able to answer., 4nd now I will tell you briefly what and how
it was done. 4nd what has t©o be done. We had tc repair during
1946, in the year of the war, and in a few months of the next
year, sone 65,000 dwelling units that werc ruined and abandoned as

a rssult of the war. But this was enough. only for the first
wave of iimigrants. 4s soon as Yoffa (or Jaffa as you eall it but
for 3500 ysars it was known as Yaffa) and Ranle and Lydda and
Beisan and Migdal cnd acre and Hgifa were abandoned and ruined and

wers repaired by us they were settled with tens of thousands of
innigrents., When new tens of thousands cane in we had to build
new houses, and until the end of June this yzar we had built sone
40,000 new housing units. Three years ago we- did not imagine that
it could bs done., But it had t» be done and it was done. And

if we expzsct in the noxt two or three yaars another 600,000, and
we have still sope 80,000 iunigrants who ars yet not housed and
20,000 who are housed but their housss arc in ruins and there is
dangzr and we hav. to evacucte theun, we will have to provided
housing in the noxt three ysars for some 700,000 people. And

if settling of q&ooaddltlonul 50,000 units on the land will cest
soue IL 200 000/ta IL 250,000,000, new housing for 700,000 new
sgttlers will cost us some IL 150,000,000,

We need not enter intc dstails of these economic plans. I
take it +that comiittees will bs set up who will exanine the plans,
the needs, the possibilities and will have their own say. But when
we are telling you that we nust take in in the next thrse yzars at

least 600,000 new iccipgrants, and whea we are telling you that this



Opening Session, Septeuber 3, 1850
- 30 -
- Rocorded by Me.H.
Continuing Mr. Ben Gurion

can be done, it is not mere wishful thinking, We to 'k in in

thess two ysars aoore than 430,000 poople. While we cannot say
yot that they are all of then absorbed econonically, and that all

of then have not only enploynent but pernanent enploynent, cnd

perhaps there are 30% oore or lzss who are not yet enployed and
not yet agbscrbed, we are telling you things which have been dons
and which iiust be done., For 70 years we could establish each year
four settleuents. We can establish now 200 a year. Putting
40,000 fanilies on the land in two years toc is an accomplished
fact. 4And you will have tonorrow the opp rtunity to see how this

is beiung done. 4nd not only is the iunigration of 200,000 o
year in fact and not only is this large expansion of Jewish
cericulture and housing end industry a fact, but it is also a faet,
and a crucial fact, that the Jews in Iraq and Persia nust cone
over unless you will take then in Anmerica,.

We are facing now the greatest adventurc in Jewish history,
one of t.u greatest adventures in hunoan history. I know only
of one such exanple on a puch larger scale in the history of
the world, This is ‘the building up of Anerica. The conguest of
the Wild West., Thosc pioneers who built up america they found

there . mere. riohes, larger spacés, less political dangers, Bat
I can tell you that our pionesrs, we here, have no less initiative,
pionsering spirit and practical idsalism than those and the further

generations who built up the great America, That great enterprise
oust be settled in g short period because there is no tire and

they refuse t» wait ond history refuses to wait. Nobody can tall

what tay happen next year and the year after in the entire world
or to those Jews who are living in Runania or in koroeeo. This

vast work cannot be dvne by the original founders of the State of

Israel who nunber 650,000 themselves. Six hundred and fif'ty
thousand Jews cannot solve this in a short time., They havs already
taken in another 400,000, But we are convinced that this wast work
is not beyond thz capacity of the Jewish people. We will need to
achievs that work., At least a billion and a half dollars for the

next three ycars is ne:ded, The State of Israsl will provide a
third., We provided not. less for the last two years. One billion
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nust come fron Jewrics abroad, oither in canpaigns or in loans or
in botn. 4ind we are herc to discuss and to c¢onsult the best way
how to do it, and whether it should be done,s YOu are free to

d iscuss even that, whehher it should be done, whether it cculd .
be done and how it shohuld be done,

The continuation of Ben Gurion was recorded by MS
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We are placing before you not an easy task. We here in
Israel fear that we arc facing a supreme test. We are willing
to do so; and it is my belief that every Jew in the world is
facing the same test. American Jowry, English Jewry, South
African Jewry and other well placed Jewry in the world have
in the last decade spent hundreds of millions to help those
living in misery, We choose another way. We built and we were
not disappointed in our belief that the best way to help the
Jews is to tell them to help themselves, That everyone of
them even the most miserable Jewsin Yemen or Morocco, who
were ppressed for centuries, and who were devoid of any
material or intellcctual means ape ocapible of being partners
in that great work of self emaioipation -that we are capdble
of building a new life for ourselves. We must not submit to
misery and slavery - we are free to build a new country, to
shape a new life, to become a free independent people and
to become a moral <factor in the world. To became a people
who will enhance the name of the Jews throughout the world,
We believed and we did it, and there were two forces behind
it. The first was dire need, and the other was vision, phe
neeg.s/'itself could @o nothing gisery alone, privation and
degradetion pan only engender misery, and degrglation, just
as vision alone can do nothing. When it is not rcgted in
reality it can become a mere chimera - an idle fantasy -
mere words. But when you Join%ra need: 4 suffering of a
people with a great vision of self-help, they can change the
face of the world., This was the secret of what has ~ been
achieved in this country of ours before the war, This is the
soceret of our victory in the worlds We had  no chéice, but
not only that - we had a vision. We fought with our badks to
the wall but we fought for a great thing and we had to win,
And those hundreds of thousands of Jews are being prepelled
there from the countries where for centurissiong they had to
endure misery because they had no choice. y>w they have the
vision of living - a vision of Jewish fro.dom. It was a combin-
ation of these two needs that made the greatness of America,
It was indeed people who were gppressed in different European
countries who had to go there, but they were also men of Vision
who were going to build the New World. They did great things.
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We can do it also. We did it but it is not yet finished,
The task we are asking you to take part in scomed almost
impossible, but it was done, 1tenmnmagroatm

mmmmmmmmm-atwmwmm tests
we musgt not fail,

JENDED AT 173"5 PeDe
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The Prime Minister reviewed the political and military
development in Israel. May I add a few words about what was
the cost and the cconomic results. I am unable to give exact
figures about our defanse cxpenses, but I may state that we
spent & sum substantially higher than 100 million pounds, and
if +I were to compare our defense expenses with the expenses
of other countries even now in the stage of military prepara=
tions, I would say that we had spent for defense a higher per-
centage of our national income, and we had mobilized into the
army & highor percentage of our manpower.

Mr. Ben Gurion described the situation in the country
when the Mandatory administration left the country, of the
chaos theny We have to build upon the ruins of an outgoing
regime and in the three yoears of our budget, up to the 3lst
of March, we had to spend = sum of more than 120 million
pounds, A part of this budget is already devoted to care of
immigrants, education, health, social relief, employment, and
so on and so forth. We were compelled to discuss and to ap-
prove a third budget, a devclopment budget, and again I may
sum up that in the last two ycars, we, the Government, will
call for the development budget and for immigration a sum of
about 120 million pounds. What does it mean that this 1ittle
country took upon itself the supor human task and in the three
years, less than tbree years, up to the end of our budget year,
we have to incur obligations and to spend a sum of more than
300 million pounds. We had to introduce quite & heavy taxation.
We had to introduce a system of allocations and control, in
order to avoid or to minimize the inflation that we inherited
from the Mandatory administration. We took rpon ourselves
also the last obligation because of the immigration and because
of the lack of outside funds for the absorption of the immi-
gration,
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May I add that for the original or regular budgets we
are covering a hundred percent by means of taxation. The
military budget, the defense budget - Mr. Ben Gurion mentioned
it - at the beginning.we were helped, we got financial assis-
tance, we got manpower - most important for us.- The last yégr,
even more than this year, hundred percent of the military bud-
get is covered by local sources but we at least hoped that with
rcgards to development and to immigration, we would share the
responsibility with the Jewish people. Again, it was mentioned
here that since the ¢stablishment of the State, about 460,000
Jews arrived into Isracl. Aabout. 5% migrated, 95% stayed here.
If I take off thec number of people in the camps, it is between
50 and 60,000 people. That means that about 380 close on
400,000 immigrants left the camps and became self supporting

and were more or less integrated into the economy of Israel,

A lot is said about the diffieulties in the counky, I
shall mention the problems later on. But from the point of
view of employment I am sometimes wondering myself. The
percentage of unemployed today is about 3%'of our labor force
and maybe even less becausc even in our exchange offices, a
good part of the registered pcople are actually social cases
but we have to take care of them by way of providing work for
theme But that does not mean that we succeeded to absorb fully

Here is our friend, Robert Nathan, He made about 5 weeks
ago an economic investigation and he then reached the conclu-
sion that the cost of absorption per capita is about 2,250
dollars, The figure is not correct now, if a revision is needed
it is necessary to increase and not to reduce its The cost
of abosorption is about 2500 dollars. This means that if we
were to absorb 400,000 people fully, we would need an invest-
ment of about 1 billion dollars, In addition to the expenses -

call it relief expenses, temporary maintenance in the camps,
care of social cases, maintenance of Ynuth Aliyah etce - I
regret to state that we succeeded to invest up till now about
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165 to 170 million pounds or less than half a billion, It means
therec was a deficiency, a deficit of more than half = billion
dollars, In order to enable the development and absorption

the Government was compelled to step in and to increase its
participation, That is the figure that I mentioned that the

two development budgets alone reached the figure of 113 million

pounds,

Followed by LB
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It means that &f the total investments in the country
the Government spent close to 66 - about 40% were nrivate invest=-
ments, The result was a lag between the increase of the population
and the increase of production. If we had them; we could account
for many achievements. The Prime Minister mentioned a few. The
population increased by about 70%. What does that mean? It means
that among every five Jews in Ibrael; at least two are newcomers,
Agricultural production increased by about 60 to 65%., Industrial
outpfit increased by about 35%, In order to cover the needs of
consuzption together with matarials; for the increase pf production and
to get the means of production, the investment goods; ve were in need
of large importations and the figure of importations into Israel last
year (1949) was close to IP.S?;Ooo;OOO to IL88;000;000. In the first
months of this year, the importation figure reached 50 to 51 million
pounds., Despite this increcase of importations, we decreased the ime
portigéggagf consumer goods and nearly doubled the imports of investe
ment/ i order to increase the productive capacity of the country,
But the consumer goods decreased. We imposed a system of allocations
in order to divert as much as possible from consumption to production,
and to try to divert as much as possible;and it is not the least
but the greater.part of production for export. ; But the Govern
rment took upor. i.». 11" heavy a&bliga:  ui.s, part!y foreign; mainly inter-
nal obligations. If we were not placed with the problem of immigraﬁion
I would say it should not worry us. The assets created by these large
investments; in addition to the assets that we got from the Government
assets; not taking into consideration the aban’oned property; - the
value of the assets is higher than the sum of our debts; foreign and
internal togetiers But, in the meantime; we had to impose a heavy
burdern, and the economic situation of the country is quite strained,

Let me bring you one figure more: We (the Government) spent directly,

\
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apart from the Jewish Agency or the national institutions, and

even apart from the local Government institutions - the Government
of Israel allocated for absorption of immigration, for care of
immigrants and for colonization, up to now, a sum of more than

1P. 80,000,000, Of this IP.80,000,000, we spent already about

1P, 50,000,000, It covers a period of close to three ycars. If
there will not bc additional allocations, but most of thc money was
allocated last year and partly this yaax- It mcans that the Govern-
nent undertakes to spend, in addition and apart from the abandoned
property, about LP. 200. per capito, And the burden wc impose upon
an immigrant in Isracl in the form of taxation, that he and his
children will have to pay, is more than IP. 100. per capita.
Compare this for a moment with the efforts that we claim from our
partners, partners not in covering our ordinary expenditures, not
our defence cxpenditures, but partners only in onc task, that of
absorption of immigrants.

Continucd by MH
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Allow ne to say a few words before I contimue ry main thesis about the
financial sitution in the country, especizlly in view of the rumours - I may sgy
sonetines nmalciocus runours - spread abrogd about the crisis in Palestine. '"The
banks were closed, stocks were down, etc., etc." It is not the task of this
Conference to discuss our internal difficulties, The Goverment will sesk for
weys and neans to overceme these difficulties. éigt I think it is ny duty to say a
fow words. The last month wes quite a difficult nonth for us., This was due to the
effort to introduce the raticning of clothing in order, as I said, to divert a
part of our production in the clothing industry and shoe industry for the purpose
of exportation, We have in our banks now deposits of about IL 140,000,000 .
During the last month about 5% of the deposits were taken out, close to IL 7,000,000 .
Thesc millions of pounds were thrown into the market, into the market of goods and
intc the market of gold. #nd %he price of gold was high, very high. But in ths
last few days I believe it is already climbing down. 4nd the millions that
attacked the market of goods brought an increase of' the black market, But it may
interest the people here who teke a greater interest in economic problems that the
sources of the teans of payrent- that is the currency in cireulation and the amount
of deposits did not decrease during the last month, the so-called difficult month
of the panic in Israel, That means that the Govermment tock the necessar; steps
not to use additional funds for the purpose of the Government, and to try to cover
as mich as possible the Goverrnment expenditure with the income, We have to take
quite a lot of neasures to overcone this inflation. I believe we will overcome it.
I wish only to state hers that all the rumors of devaluation and rumcurs of the
freezing of deposits are baseless. The quostion was not even discussédd in the
Govermment.

But certainly this large i=#3::ation, as I said, imposes a2 substantial
becklog and finds its exprossion in the standard of living of the population,
especially of the new population, the newcomers. And you were told and you will
see tomorrow how tens of thousand of people not in camps, because they have to
provide for their own livelihood, are living in tents, and many of them will spend
even the winter in tents — men, women and children, But it is not only the question
of the suffering of people. It imposes a very heavy strain upon the development of
the country, It finds its oxpeession in the adverse bdlance of tradex, it finds
its expression in the inflation, etc.

Despite all this, we came to you today with this offer to be partners in this
new tremendous task of trying to absorb during the next three years about 600,000
Jews, Nobody can foretell if 600,000 Jews will be able to reach Israel, and what
will be the exact mumber. It doesn't depend upon te alope, It depends upon the
ingernational situation. Ii depends upon the local governments, and you know that
as well as I do. But that may solve the problem of the Jews who are in danger of
extermination, either morally or physically, They may strengthen Israel. The last
few days when I tried to give a lot of thought to this Conference, and I was
reminded that before the great war, and may be therc are people here who tock part,
" £
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it wes a conference that disoussed the fate of the victims of Hitler,at Evian,

The great powers called for the conference. It was a failure, Nobody was

willing, nobody was ready to open the gates of their country for the wictims

of Hitler., MAlso we failed, the Jews. We did not rise to the occasion. We did

not foresee what might happen, JAnd we paid 2 high price. Now, we are not discussing
the fate of millions, we are discussing the fate of hundreds of thousands, and

again novocy can foresee what mey happen. The Jewish State is in existence., Israel
has opened her gates. Israel is ready to accept these hundreds of thousands of
people,

That doesn’ mean that there may bo no immigration later. But it may be
smigration of people who are willing #o come to Israel, Now it is an irmigration
nostly of people who are in need to coue to Israel., Now I am going to mention
the two forces that ocourred in the upbuilding of Israel — the force of attraction
and the force of expulsion. Now the force of expulsion is working hard, naybe
more than the foree of attraction. We may solve this problem. It is not only a
financial problem. We nced not only funds. We need your help in getting for the
funds material and machinery, It may become & very important question whon the
market again becomes a seller's nmarket., We need skill, We need "know— how". But
it is predominantly a financial problem, and with the help of funds this task can
be solved,

Ind again let us consider this problem from the poin t of view of econonics.
Again nay I remind yoli the figure of 2,500, and that feans that in order to
absorb an additional 60,000 Jews, if there will be 600,000, we need $1,500,000,000.
There is also alweys the question of do we need then for investment, and how much of
the funds do we have to spend for philanthropic chamnels. There is a certain
corelation, If we have more funds for investnents we may need less funds for help,
for relicf, —ean-spond them—efund—perdids. But I will not be true to myself if I do
not say tha® in this time and under such pressure® even a part of the investments
are enabled to repay themselves, even a part of the investments we should call them
a'fandy perdit. The task before us imposes upon us what I nmay call with your
percmssion a direct attack on economics, #And we have been ready for the fight for a
long time, We tried to plan our econcnoic activity and economie development, and
we tried to do it in relation to this cold project, if you like, of the absorption
of 600,000 people. I must confess we devoted gquite a lot of energy, time and
neans for the sake of the preparation of such schemes and plans, We mre far away.

followed by lfiss Sillman,
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We are far away. If scucbudy would ask ne "Plesse put on “he
tubla?cut-and-dried schaue' I would say I have not got it. That I
would like to oxplain in o few words. We did a loh of collscting of
aaterial. I would oxplain it in a fow words. One of tha bases - one
of tho cans for our developpyent - is ... ¢ the problen of irrigation.
We tryed to plan irrigation svan before the war, 'the War of Liberation',
'our War of Libaration', and all of you, sspecially the Jnericans, kanow
about it. We started about a yeur £go to revise thesse scheues in
accordance with tho new poulitical situation and the factual situation
established. We mobilised sur local experts - we invitsd sxperts froo
ebroad, this tiiie also froi the UeSwpds 4 fow of fhanrare harec. 4
group left last weck and the Governnent had a ieeting with the group
of these irrigetion enginecers, mnd they said they are plannning a
largs schence for the irrigation and power of Israsl that nay cost up
L0 two Lillion pounds. It is o schens for twenty years. But, in the
.cautite, theyxz are ia the process Of preparativn and actually cf
co.ipletion.of what they cpll irrigation schenes. This should cost
us about 150 million dollars. We should irrigats about 3/4 nillion

Junans of land. But, when I asked then #Give ns a uschanical raport,

not only a tochnical report but also an oconciiic one", they said "It
iay take a fow wecks or a few months, but it takes tine", We invitad

a group of English enginsers to prepare for us a schene of chauical

end industrial development, and only this week a few geclogists uade

a thcerough survey of &ll the possibilitiss in the country. We collected
data - zconolic, physical and technological in order to preparcd a

fow years' plan scheixs in order to devslop the country and how to uss
the resources of the country., 41l this rescarch work which is done
strengthens cur hope that the cocuntry is not as poor as nany of us

think, or as nany try to persuade us - Jews and non-Jews. I an far
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Tron keking conclusions or r :aching conclusions, but I can state that
Tor the tiiae being the reports of all the people , many of then exports
of high reputation in our country, quite a fow of international reputa-
tion, are very encouraging. It has strengthsned our hope that our
difficulties - and they are great - ars tenporary, ars traasitory, and
that the hardships that we iiposad and will have to itpose upon our-
gclves arc for the scke of a nuch brighter - naybe not so far away -
futurce. Thorcfore, I am_ablaggggéy tO put berore you a fully fledged
plan for our Jdevelopusnt. You saw g plan wads hers by Dr. Gruenwald
8for the tine being, on his own responsibility - of such a four year
schzi0, but we tried to outline £or oursslves - and we aro roady to put
thres year
bofore you ths main fagturcs of this/schenc of absorption of imnigrants.
I said "We nay nced a figure of about oné and a half bdllion dollars.
Haore we iake our accuunts in pounds - that ueans that we shell ﬁaed
five hundred and fifty aillion pounds. We are ocutlining e programie of
invastoonts of fourhundred ninetdy Sildion pounds. 4As I said, even a part
vl theso investients ars.very inportant investliznts - croatsd sssats -
but I qusstion if all of $hen are liquid. The plan is indesd to cover
taz cost of transportation, the cust of teaporary naintenance - that
gives e a figure of sixty aillion pounds for the oxpsnditure. Therafrs
wo need to get lcney from all the three sources reantionad here today.
I shall retura later to the forn of investisnts. Ths Governuent is
willing to toke upen itself the additicinal burden. Mr. Ben Burion naiied
the figurs of about half a billion dollars - again it teans agboutb
2 hundred and seventyfive niillion pounds. I iiust say it is a tremendous
burden and I do not sse that we can save this treasndous sun in tho

country in addition to cur ordinary budgst, to ths defence bulget, amd

to our need to taks cars of the soveial nceds of the neweonsrs.
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not only during tho stay in the canps but for quite a long »eriod. You

.0y s3e soncthing of it touorrow. I would say froo the purely =scononic
point of view of savings not be exhortation but by oxortion we could
save in the country anbout half of this. Pocopls bslisve that the national
incous of Isrucl in the year 1949 was about 240 .iillion pounds., In 1950
I believe wo riaeched the figure of 300 iliion pounds. The programne Hf
ths cbsorption of iwdpgrants or of investionts may imersacss our National
Incone in 1953 £ron 300 nillion pounds to 485 nillion pounds, that heans
that these invostuents are invastiocnts if they find thoir axprossion

in the inersass of National Wncomo - quite substantially. If ws suceacd
it neans during thc thres yaars an iferaasd of 180 to 200 nillion pounds.
Hors tha por capita incomo is 600 d@sllars, whoreus in the UsS% 4. it is
1800 dollars. It is for you to discover tho purchesing powzer here. But
wa agro ready to take upon cursalwves this burden. I belicve it will alsc
strengthen tho cconony of Isracl, not only the doefonee potuntial, if

we st got the billion dollars ‘at iénét fron outsida. That is tho
pertnership that we would proposs B4 you tonight, and it is for you to
sny how to got the nionsy to nobilisa, May I add that if we will have to
1.0bilisc the poney-I dentionad the figure of 535 nillion pounds that wo

oy nsed during the noxt thrcee years in ordsr to reslisc this scheie.

The continuation of Mz, Kaplan's. spesch was racorded by HT
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May I renind you that Mr. Ben Gurion told you that in the War
Period also the Jewish immigration into Palestine ‘and the Jewish coloni-
salion was quite a unique phenomenon; because the success - or the source
of success = was the large import of capital that accompanied the import
of immigration. The immigrants brought the capital; but the relationship
of national Government; Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth with private
capital was about 15% to 85%. Now; because of the composition of these
immigrants, their economic position; their agricultural status; their
physical needs; we are facing =~ and Ben Gurion mentioned this = not only
an economic problam; but also a problem of human rehabilitation; and tae
relationship should be about 33% of private capital and 77% of governmen-
tal or national; public, and all the different kinds of mobilization of
funds. As far as private capital in Israel iS'concarned; that will not
suffice to cover this part of the affair;.agd the Government will have to
invest this money. From the budgat; which I mentioned before; the
Government will take upon itself to respond. The Government is willing;
if there is no other esay; to take upon itself to repay a part of the
finds to be mobilized abroad; in order to fulfill this tremendous task,
We are ready to impose this hardship upon ourselves, and place the burden
upon the future generations of Israel, in order to solve the problem of
the future Jew and to stabilize Israel., Of these 490 million pounds; ve
plan to invest about 200 million pounds in the expansion of agricullure
and industry. That will give us the possibility to improve substantially
our balance of trade, and our balance of international1rades, I can
foresee and I have been told; that about 40% ought to be invested in
industry. On that question, we will give you more details amd more
explanations later, I do not think that I shall take up more time on
that now. We will have to spend about half of the money for housing
and public funds. We will have to spend a part of the money for services
for transportation, Many of you blame us in Israel and outside that
ve are 1nves§ing such a great part of our budget in housing and in

public worksj that we do not divert a larger part of our budget not
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only for constructivé purposes, but also for permanent production of
goods. Vie are not free masters. We are a Sovereign State; very senii-
tive = and quitec proud of it. But we have to face the realities. Bven
in regard to immigration, we are not full masters. We have to face the
opinions and desires of the population here. It is also an objective
factor. Let me confess that I especially and many of my friends tried
to bring in fmmigration on a selective basis. Taking into consideration
the composition of the Jewish Agency; the most difficult position was
to help the Jewish Agency in this respect. I mention the figures:
During the months of April; May =~ I think also in June = the average
immigration into Israel was about 12;000. We tried to improve the type
of immigration through the method of selection, I am a progapgonist of
this principle of selection in order to develp Israel with the right
kind of human matarial; but in July; the immigration increased. In
July and August it was froa 12;000 te 17;000.and then from 17;000 to
18,000 and this month 1s was 19;000. What happened? The Rumanian
Government started to send us five to six shiploads (because that may
be the proper definition = each shipload consisting of more than 1;00)
and this deprived us of the right of selection and we were faced with
this alternative: to stop immigration or to swallow it. Ben Gurion
mentioned 120;000 Jews 1n TIraq; 102;000 registered for immigration tTo
Israel, and now we have been told that there are about 20;000 who gave
up their Iraqian citizenship and that they arc now Stateless. As I
stated before; we are not full masters. We have to face the reallities
and try to do the best that we can under the circumstances,

That is also the case with investments here. From fla economic
point of view; it is disputable whether we should invest such huge
sums into housing and into public works. But as long as the newcomer
has no roof over his head; he is a consumer, In order to convert him
into a producer; we nmust give him the very minimum of housing; whether
it is a house or even a barn. What we plan to build are the so~called
one-room houses. We intend to build 180;000 such rooms and only
about 40,000 will be houses of twe and two amd a half rooms. In

these calculations, we do not take into consideration the problem of



=16~

EVENING SESSION (SEPT.3,1950) =~ HT (MR. KAPLAN CONT INUING- HT)
land; we do not take into consideration quite a number of other this

when fixing this amount.

The national income will increase from 300 million this year
to about 485 million; the agricultural population from about 20% of
the population to about 20% of the population. We will be able to
increase substantially our exports. Now, it 1s a fact that we have a
Torge troda which is onening up before quite substantlal markets, Se-
condly; “thszc 2ra a number of problems connected with this problem
as well, We will have to organise all our potentialitiesl There are
a lot of difficult problams; and ve are considering all the problems
which we are faeing., I might stress that we also succeed quite often,
I believe the matter is solvble. I believe that this investment will
make the people self~-supporiing. ﬁhe.&ﬁuish-pﬁopza; Israel; is a going
and growing concern.

I am nearly at the end. Many friends will ask me the question:
Hell; will you be able to repay? What will be your balance of trade
and balance of payment? & Will there be an adverse balance of trade or
not? Now, there are no miraecles. I cannot promise the miracle that
we will be able in three years to convert a difference of balance of
power. To you; Americans; may I remind you that there was a difference
of balance of paymeant in the United States for 100 years. And that 15_
not aiways a yuestion of poverty. It depends for what you will use the
noneys

We tried to prepare a hypothetical budget for investment. Say;
for instance, that in 1953; there will not be the necessity of an
investment for immigration or that there may be another kind of immi-
gration. I consider it is hypothetical and many may use the word
hypothesis in American dollars.

(Conclusion of Mr. Kaplan!s speekh by EK)



Preceded by HT
Evening Session
September 3, 1950 - 17 -

Continuntion of Eliezer Kaplan EK/TP

I took more time than I intended and I shall now conclude,
We are all proud of the state of Isracl., If somebndy would
analyze it objectively, they would find a mixture of lights and
shadows, Strangers will find more shadows, friends and intimates-
will find more lights. Friends or inside pcople will mark the
shadows, the achievements and the failures.

We are before a dilcmmay; a decisive dilemma, Ben Gurion
mentioned today that all of us cun eéxpress his opinion, and I
do it quitc often, oxpressing an opinion of a heretic ab-ut
immigration and eolonisition and so on and so forth., Immigration
is going on - take it as a fact. Only a real erisis will close
the gates of Israel. We face o dilemma - we are running into a
crisis for Israel and for the Jewish poople. We must makc a
super human effort not only to get moncy but the exccutisn of
such a program may be no less diffieult than the organization
of a fund. May I then remind you, it is a troublcd water in
the world - let us not fail,

BEN GURION - Evening Session

Now gentlemcn, we will hove a few bricef statements made
by reopresentatives of the main Amecrican groups who are herec.
I will now call upon Dr, Nachum Goldman, the chairman of the
Jowish Agency scction in.America,

EK recorded Nachum Goldman
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Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlewmen, I undsrstand that the

statensents now to be made sre not meant to open the discussion

on the rsal issues, and therefore I won't do it either,
I an speaking now half as a host and half as a guest.

48 a wmenmber of the Agency, I am a host, and as I coue fronm
Asmerica, I all §ls0 a guest.

We are not now dealing with the issues which we shall begin
to deal with on Tuesday. I want just to say a few words about

what, in my huable opinion, is more important : +the spirit of

this conference and the spirit in which we shall leavs, I want
to criticise, it may be, a little bit the two speak:rs who
preceded ne. They wesre, in ny opinion, a bit too gentle;

maybe they had to be. I, being half a host and half a guest,

I can be wmore frank and brutal, I think this conference to
which gll of us have come from so far - you would not have cons
five thousand niles (I came a longer distance, as I made a tour
to South Africa before coming here) - it would not be worth
while to have made these journeys if we did not talk in all
frankness and did not say things which may appear controversial
and unpleasant.
Afrierican Jewry has not risen to the occasion of the last

two years. I know what snerican Jews have given. I have

participated a little bit in trying to get money. I know what

Aderican Jews can give, and I know that it all depends on the
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decision of fifty or a hundred l=aders of the American Jawish

conmunity. We are now more than two years after the estgulish-
iwent of the Stats. Colossal things have been done in these two

and & helf years; uir. Ben Gurion and Mr. Kaplan have given you

sowe details. But I aust say that Isrsel has done a colossal

job, and we Jews outside have don2 a very far from splendid job.
This is a very eritical period which can end with either
success or with tragedy. We want all the .ride and joy and

happiness and enthusissa, and take very little of the anxiety

gnd worry. We take things too muech for granted, and that is the

real decisive issue of this conference. If the Jews of America

would bs as anxious and worriad about the situation and the tasks

to be undertaksn es the lecders of Israel (and not only the

leaders but ths people of Israel) are worried, then I feel sure
that something inportant could be achieved.
Kaplan mentioned that he is smong thoss who want resgulated

innigration. I belong to those who want a limited iumigration.
But I have given up my efforts to insist, not only becauss I

learned what I knew before, that it is not easy to fight a

decision which Ben Gurion takes, but becauses ws have powerful

allies, the Governuents of Iraq and Roumania, and against such a

coabination it is useless to fight.
One of two things will have to happen, either there will be a
financial breakdown or & morasl breakdown. The time may come when

Israel uay be forced not to admit Jews. This will be a doral
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bresakdown for ths Jesws of Isrmel. The grsatness of the State

wuS that it was created for those who have to cons. But the
result of taking thew nay be a financigl disaster with all the

consequences involved.
4 state lives on gll fronts at the sanme tine. What I want

to say is that if such & moral breakdown would teke place, it

would be a ropal breakdown for the Jaws of the world, not just
for Israel. This country would have quite a comfortable life
without this mass immigration. They would not have to go

through all the ordsals. It is worth while giving nonsy to
build up Israel, sven if you don't save the Jews of Iraq and

Rourmania.

I am convinced that this conference would be a success if
the fifty Jews around this table, and perhaps fifty nore who
ara not here tonight, with ell their devotion and intelligence
and loyalty, would make up thei; ninds to do it. That is
demoeracy, and the Jewish people would follow good leadership.

This is the feeling that we have to generate, but it

has not bsen generatad in these last two ysars - I don't know

why «

followed by LeA.
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I participated in all attempts to save the six million Jews of Eruope.
In another world war, the 600,000 Jews now awaiting immigation into Israel will
be in danger. These 600,000 Jews must be brought to Israel.

We have here the representatives of the Council of ' Jawiah Federations and
Belfare Funds and I am glad that they are here, not only because they ars our
partners in the fund-raising campaign, but because the question of loedl needs
vs. Israel can be discussed. It is not really local needs vs. Israel, but the
issue was not clearly formulated in America.

Anerican Jewry will not break down if the percentage of local needs will
be less for some time longer.

Nobdy has to tell me I have no understanding of American Jewish problems,
I have understanding of these problems, but it is a question of priority. The
600,000 Jews must be saved. I an glad that o those who care for the local
needs are here and can see the situation and understand it - my frien, Linder,
Goldwater, Montor.., We have had discussions on refugees in America, I have
mentioned these problems not in order to start a controversy, The right approach
is what is required, and it is not only & question of Zionists at this moment.
We must approach it in the right spirit, the spirit of coopewation. I say many
of the se difficulties which have taken up so much energy will disappear if the
thing will be seen in the proper perspective.

We don't discuss at the moment the concrete issue, but let us agree that
there is a yery serious situation here. I don't know as much s Mr. Ben Burion,
much less than ¥r., Kaplan, but every three months I am here and it gives you a
certain perspective if you are not here all the time.

Jewry will have to face & financial catastrophe or a mora 1 catastrophe,
411 I wish is that we see the issue din this light, see the real realities of the
situation and stop being glad about achieveménts. We st know that to build
up Israel is not a simple thing, and to bring in himdreds of thousands of
irmigrants is not an easy thing.

All of us around this table must make up our minds what the concrete
problems are and face them in the proper spirit. You cen have a bond disvussion
with the proper spirit of cooperation, All I want to say is that I hope that
this background information that you have received from the Prime Minister of
Israel and the Minister of Finance should meke it clear to you, Zionists and
non-Ziodste,-and this transcends the formal issue of Zionists and non-Zionists,
- that the country is in a serious situation because the Jewish people have not
lived up to what is necessary in thesec two years. You must realise that there
is & limit to what Israel alone can do, If we will see this serious situation
and know that the only way out is that some new form of effort of world Jewry
and above all of American Jewry — other Jewride will follow — with the proper
spirit, - if we make up our minds here to make it possible, with all the diffi-

culties, we can do within the next two years what was not possible in the last
two years, and we will save these 600,000 Jews.

Followed by Mr, Stanely Mgers - recorded by LA
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Mr, Ben Gurion introduced Mr. Stanley Myers, Presidant of the Council of
Jewish Federations and Welfare Funis of America.

Mr. Myers: I was asked by the Chairman before this meeting tonight to
say a few words on behalf of the delegation from the Council of Jewish Federations
and Welfare Funds of 4merica, to respond to the greetings given us this afterncon
by the Prime Minister and Mr, locker. At this hour, 10:30 or 11:60 p.m. it is
far too late to engage in a controversy with the previous speaker. I merely want
to observe that it is 2 matter of opinion whether tho sum of $....... which
the organisation of Welfarc Funds gave through the UJA to Israel and overseas needs
was worthy of them or whether they could have done more. History will have to
nake that docision. Our chairman said this afternoon that we must be practical
realists. We came to this Conference with the full realisation that something
must be done and shall be done. Answering as a realistycortain things whibh
night exist with regard to fund raising in the USA today, I know one thing - we
never niobilised nor cen we ever mobilise the mexirmm efforts of American Jewry
by creating disunity end discord. Eyeryone hes to remember that the major job will
have to be accomplished in the local Commnities, wherc the funds aro raised, and
you cannot mobilise local forces by pitting one cause against the other. T accept-
ed the Prine Minister's ssatement in the press a few days agg as the policy of
the Israel Govermnment; to the effect that you cammot build Israel by tearing down
imerican Jewry. But the Israel Govermswent recognises that 2 strong American Jewry
will make it possible for Israel to survive anc we have to keep American Jewry
strong to do the job.

Responding to the greetings of our chaimman and Mr. locker, I would like to
express the appreciation and thanke of the Council of Federations and Welfare
Funds for the invitation extended to us to attend this Conference. I think it sig-
nificant that when the invitation was extended by the Israecl Government and the
Jewish JAgency it was immediately accepted by the governing body of our Council,
without hesitation and unanimously. I think it highly significant that when on
receipt of the invitation I addressed a letter to 50 of the largest cormmnities
in fnorica explaining that a delegation of the Council would attend the Conference,
indicating the agenda and eliciting coents from the leaders, a large rumber of
replies were roceived. Iost of these leaders had called neetings imnediately
$a consider thg matters indicated in ryy letter to cone before the Conference.

5 I want you to know that thé Coungil always had and now has a sympathetic
interest of the problems of Isracl, and the 800 organised Jewish comrmunities in
JAmerica contributed ncarly $200,000,000. through the Welfare Funds to Israel causes,
I don't kno w what answer we are going to be able to find to the problens present-
ed by our Chaiman, Ons thing, Mr. Prine Minister, I should like to sgy, that

your offer that we are to engage in free, open and frank discussion on all the
questions is accepted by the Council deleogation.

Mr, Myers contimuing - LA
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Vle will call upon the experience and the scntiments of the organised
Viglfarc Foderaticns in the United States which, I think , have tried to do a
job in the past, in our discussionsy and through those experiences and knowing
those sentinonts, we shall try to nake some worthwhile contribution to this
Conference and the job we rmst undertake in the few days that lie ashead. If
what I an sgying now were not our sentinents when we arrived in Israel this
norning, the sight of the thousands of acres of land, which we passed on our
way froo the airport to this hotel, crying for occupation and reclamation,
would have prouopted thse observations of cooperation which I make at this tine,
I trust that this Confarence will be a fruitful one, and that fron here we
will bring forth results that will be of everlasting benofit to Ercz Israel.

Pollowed by Judge Rothenberg — recorded by ME
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I have only a few bricf remarks to make, I should like to
join Mr, Myers in saying that although it was very difficul{ for
many of us to leave our responsibilities in our own country at
this time of the ycar, we rcgarded it not only as a duty but as
a privilege to accept the invitations that were extended to us
to come herec for consultations,

Now there may be differences of opinion that will arise in
the course of the discussions, and I think it shovld be taken

for granted thati our preésence here, many of us coming under
difficult circumstances aad all of us traveling thousands of miles,
testifies to the faci that however we may differ we have come here
to give our most earnest cmmsideration and thought to the solution
of at least somo of the prcsent problems which face the Government
and the Agency,

I understand that there are some plans that were to be pre-
sented to us, It is noseccret that thcy have been talked about,
and I think that the sooner we get downtot he specific and
concrete proposals that the Government or the Agency have to make
to us, the better it will be, Our time is exircmely limited.
Tomorrow there will be no discissions, . The next day and the follow-
ing day are left for discassions, and then most of us must depart,
If this Conference is to accomplish anything it secms to be there
is no time to be lost, and we must grapple with the concrete
problem that is Dbefore us, Ido not think we nced any further
elucidation,after the £ orceful presentations that were made this
afternoon, as to the needs in Isracl. At the least it may be
assumed that the majority ~f those who have come here hr '3 a
pretty falr idea. although they got an even better idsa, of what
are the gigantic problems that face the Government of Isracl.

And the gquestion, it seems to me, is not so much to analyse these,
We can assume they czist, we know they exlst; and, judging by
past performances of the Government and the Agency, we have every
assurance that they know what they are talking about when they
sgy these sums are neededs, The thing, it scems to me, simmers
down to the guestion of how we are to secure these enormous
which you ask of us at a time when our campaigns in t he United
States are dwindling - not rising - to higher levels,

Now Dr. GCGoldman said that the Jewish people did not rise
to the occasion in these last few years. I am one of those who
do not £ind fault with the Jewish peoples I have watched their
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rcsponse to the various calls that have becn made upon them sincc
the £ irst World War, since 1914, 4And I can say honestly that the
great Jowish community of America, and I think the same can be
sald of many other Jewish communities, never failed to respond to
the call that was made upon it when they understood fully what
were the needs and what was the serioumsness of the occasion.

I do not think it is the fault of the Jews of the world that they
have not responded as we should have liked them to respond in
these last few years. I do not think we necd to distribute or
assign the blame to anybody. But it seams to me that what the
trouble is is that we, and when I say we I mean Isprael as well as
the Jews in other countries, have failed, I mean the 1 eaders who
have taken upon themselves the-.-rzeaponaibuity of securing funds,
have failed to bring home to the conscience of the Jews in the
last few years this great groblem that exists here to absord
these hundreds of thousands of Jews who are pouring into the
country., We have failed to give them an understanding, we have
failed to dromatise this, to make clear to them the picture thet
we see when we go through the camps, We have failed to arouse
them to the enormity of this problempWwhich faces the Government of
Israel and the Agency in trying to settle - first to bring, and
then to absorb—-these hundreds of thousandsof Jews who come here
destitute, penniless, without ¢l othes, without any of the necessi-
ties of life, and who must be provided with employment and housing
and everything essential to make life possible.

Now I do not know why we failed to do it, but we did fail,
Perhaps we did not have the magic word to do ites And the fact
that we failed to raise these large sums that we expected in the
last few years is not entirely the fault of the Jewish people,

In the first place we did not make the situation clcar enough,
At the sametime the local cconomic problems in the United Statcs
have constituted a factor, ond you can't overlook that - human
nature being what it is,

I think we should discuss here what is this bold plan, this
plan or grand s cheme which we must present to the Jews of the
world; and what is the me thod by which we can arouse their hearts
and their imaginations s» that theywill respond to the great
neced of the hour, I do not know what it is, but I think perhaps
if we give time toward discussing this, not along ideological
lines but al-ng practical lines, perhaps it will help. Perhaps
we in America need as much the help of Israel in this respect,
as Israel needs the help of America, Perhaps Israel has not given
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us that help in dramatising this problem in the United States as
we should have expectedf rom Israels I find no fault with Israel,
and I know the responsibilities they carry on their should ers.
But when you had the war in Israel, and you called upon the Jews
of America to respond and they realised it was a life and death
struggle, I don't think you can say the Jews of america failed
to respond. I think the Prime Minister on more than one occasion
sald if it were not for the help that came from the American Jews
in that critical hour, perhaps the war might not have been won.
We came t hrough and rgised hundreds of billions of dollars, But |
then after t he spectacu]fr victories were over and the joy over AT arwe
the fact that we had won this war; after we satisfied ourselves
with t he valour and heroism of the young men and women in Israel
who spilled their blood in defence of liberty and freedom, it
scems to me the Jews sottled down and said to themselves, "Well,
now, thesc men in Israel are pretty capable, they will take care
of the situation, they will take care of these hundreds of
thousands, scmehow they will take care of it," It is our business
to discuss how we can disabuse the Jews in America, and other
countries, of this idea that Isracl cgan take care of the problem
itself, That fallacy which exists in the mind of Amorican Jows
and of Jews in other countri es must be overcame., We must know
how to arouse the Jews to an understanding of the situation;
and, it seems to me, Judging by past experience, that oncec we
will succeed in making that clcar to_the Jews in America ond
other Jewries, we will get a much g reater response than we think
we will got,

So my friends, I say let's as quickly as possible get down
to concretes, Let'‘s hear what are the proposals., Perhaps there
will be counter—-proposals from those here who have had responsi-
bility and experience, and then let's go to the consideration of
the major task: how are we to get the money, what are we to do to
arouse the pcoplc becausc when they are aroused ond understand
the history of our pcople shows they respond adequately.

L] -0_

followed by Miss Sillman.
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The next specaker was Mr., Monroe Goldwater, Chairnan of the Joint
Distribution Counittses. He said:

"If I were to spsak as an individual, I would wholshsartedly cndorse
all that has been said by uy fricnd. Spcaking for the Joint Distribution
Cowittee, I would like to say cnly that we apprsciate the vory gracious
racoption that wo raceived on arriving here today. The Joint Distribution
Comnittse as an organisation, has for nony yecrs bsen a partner in nany
of thec enterprisas in Israel and fors recsntly a very dircecet partnar and
a very i:portant sme. Ths Joint Distribution Coumiittsc is sesnsible of
the very great obligations which have bsen assunad and which have bean
so clearly outlined by Minister Kaplan. I hope that ths wSrds of Dr.
Goldrann will not be taksn too literally - at least nat all of it. I
hope that thers will at least bs a littls passion in the discussion,
I am surc that if no one els3 lends any passion, Nahun will be surs to
lend sorie. Without that passion tharse cannot be sone very clear exprassion
of tho decep and heartfelt interest whieh all of us have in the problern.
If the Joint Distribution Co:uidttes allows us, we are soon to be askad
to join in these tasks and weishall bring to ‘the Confsrencs our very
best sfforts.”

He was followed by lir, Julian Venstzky, Chairiign of the Cguipalign

Cowwiittee of the United Jewish 4ppeal, whose speech was recordsd byT S



im

* -

29 Sacond Session
Septenber 3, 1950
Recorded by TS/ya
The next spsaker was Mr. Julian Venatzky, Chairian of the

Catpaign Comittee of the United Jewish #ppeal, whose speech was
rzcorded by TS.

"Ben Gurion and Friends,
The last speaker said he was speaking not as an individual but for

the Joint Distribution Conmittee, Whilst I am Chaircon of the National
Caapawgn Connittse of the UJa, I want to speak as an individual and conly
brisfly. With referanee to what the thrse or four of the last speakers
have said, I agree in part ond disagree in part with all of them. I want
to say that, like Judge Rothenberg, I think it is time to got down to
brass tacks. Now I do know something about the UJA, and I know about the

men and waonen here and the den and woiisn back hone who have gicen so

nuch of their tiuze and noney to the UJA. I 8ee absoclutely no possibility

of getting this huge sun of :oney through the UJA as it is at present

W— \\___/—"
constituted., I believe a naw project of the UJA in the inerican connu-

—

i

nity is necasgﬁry, and if that is net possible, wse should discuss how

wa can got the noney which we ddmiti’is our responsibility., The hour is
lote and I know that the Auerican dslegotes ‘are very tired, but I would
just like to leave with tham thess thbughts so that they can bz thinking
about then during their tour touorrow: -

l. ire we auerican Jews preparcd to adnit our joint responsibility
with Israel in the thrsse yaar plan?

2. Are we prepared to put away our trditionsl plans and break new
paths in order to peet our share of this responsibility?

3. Should we nake the UJA an instruuent by which to gset the hugs
sua that is neesded? If nct, have we the courage to face othser inevitable

alternatives?

This was the final speech of the final session. The neeting was
adjourned at 11 p.no,

|
J
ﬂ
4

















































































mt w:l.ﬁz the Pr:l.na mm and aﬂwxnwham
ﬁe economic situation of Israel "

t—’-"—"m“ g mihlmnaﬂa available Israel wil
ng, but it will also serve as a dynamic and

Appeal bus m.do poaai'bla ma m_‘__t -
tion and settlement. However, ihasatato 0




"w_

Report adopted by Conference of american Jewish Leaders ~ p. 2

£1,500,000,00C for the next three years. The people of Israel are ready

to meke the utmost sacrifice to assume the fullest share of this responsibility.

But $1,000,000,000 must come from the United States. Requirements of such

scope cannot be provided in full through voluntary contributions alone, and

consequently additional channels must be found to discharge this obligation.
Therefore we beliesve

a. That the United Jewish Appeal must be continued on an
enlarged scale to elicit the widest possible response.

b, %hat should the Governuwent of Israel dscide to float a public
loan in the United States as o means of obtaining funds for the financing of
constructive programs, american Jewry will extend its fullest support and we
pledge ourselves to render maximum service in the attainment of this objective.

¢e There are mny opportunities for private investment in Israel
in productive and profitable projects. To realize the potentials in the field
of private investment, more intensive efforts should be undertsken both in
thm United States mnd Israel.

Appreciating that this exploratory conference between american and
Israel leaders will be productive to the degree that all of American Jewry
will share in its conclusions, we of America urge the convening in the
United States, at the earliest possible date, of a fully representative,
national confercnce of the Jews of america, at which the conclusions reached
here may be presented for the understanding and sanction of american Jewry, so
that, with full knowledge and determimation, it may g0 forward in accomplishing
the most constructive enterprise in the history of our people,
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The Conference was opened at 3,25 p.m.

n, Prine Minister of Israel, addressed the gather-

! %'ﬁﬁenﬁ to all of
. you our hearti ﬁ# aifficult for
p, and to nake
idently
{ Yo onded to the calls ' /proof - if a
; : Iﬂ'oo:t 1a nsaaaaary - e close partners iip which exists between
I 1 orld. We shall have a
% k- am in our history and one
‘ ‘:".J-' Shall D€ oited in time, but there
¥ 4 ;_"jfl ha no limit oh ‘bhe» . L OW,S, -1::‘.'.--. -of us #1.‘11 not only
.ba free but is npeotegﬁo axpfm hiw views :gﬁly and frankly.
~ Only fronm a frank conemlth;lm wild the truth euerge, We hope that
i this consultation will give results which will be of lasting ber

to our people. Here is a pmm@wiﬂswm perticipants. Before
I give the floor to the Chairman of the Jewish Agency, I m ask
the Foroign Minister Mr. Sharett to read a message from tho President
of Israel, Dr. Chaim Weizmann.
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lir, ¥, Sharett, Foreign Minister, read the following message from the

Prosident of Israel, Dr. Chain Weiznann:

"To Prime Minister, Dzvid Ben Gurion -

Plecase convey ny heartfelt greetings to Jerusalem Conference of
lsaders of Anerican Jewish coormunities. I deeply rcecgret being unable
to participate in the consultations to which I attach paranount
inportance and only convalescence fron & serious long illness prevents
e fron attehding.

The young State of Israel, in ad&fﬁfg£3€%1%ﬁ§48€a§ efgfggqgasks d
has undartaken?gguly gigantic effort providing homes during the next
few years for hundreds of thousands of Jews who cannot stay where
they are, Hitherto the bulk of the responsibility of caring for
uprooted and inpoverished Jewish &ammmdmiea{hgﬁwabvﬁived upon
hsuerican Jewry which has spent untold suns on relief neasures. The
establishnent of the State of Israel now offers an unprecedented
chance of providing pernanent homes for the unsettled Jewrios of
Europe and the Middle Bast, under conditions of full equality anong
their own kith and kin. The situation prasents a unique challenge
to Liericon Jewish statesoanship and forc#.ght., The problen can be
solved only if Anerican Jewry, faithful to its noble t#additons of
Jewish brotherhood, assunes a predoninant share got merely in finan-
cing, but also in planning this vast effort of nigration, resettlo-
went and consolidation.

Plcase <xtend iy persongl greetings to nznbers of the Governrent
and the Jawish igency and to rgpresentatives of the Joint Distribution
Coomittee, the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, the
United Jewish fAppeal, the United Palestine Appeal and the Zionist
Organisation of hperica as well as to individual tried friends who
egre attending this Conference. May your joint efforts rssult in
working out an agreed plan for the greatest effort of constructive
sclf-help in Jewish history.
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1. I wholeheartedly join the Prime Minister's words of greetings
to you. The fact that you have responded to our call is witncss
of the deep and sincere interest you take in our labours and
problems and gives hope that with united efforts they will be
solved for the good of our pcoples

2. I will not burden you with facts and figures. Many of you
know the country, its problems and worrics, Some of you will
tomorrow take a glimpse into certain aspects of our achieve-
ments and difficultics and all of you will hear reports from
fricnds more authorizced and cxperienced than myself on what has
been done and what is to be done.

3« We are here Jewish men and women of two very different
countries, differcnt ways of 1life and different Jowish and genc-
ral philosophies of life., Israclis and Amcricans, Zionists and
non-Zionists, Orthodox, Conservatives, Liberals, bolievers in
difforent sociacl philosophies of socicty. But I know we arc
united in a number of fundamentals which nre sufficient for the
urgent action which our generation is to perform. We are united
in our love of Israel - in both meanings of this word - in our
solidarity with our Jewish brethren in all countries - no mattcr
how we formulatec the sourcc of this solidarity - in our common
Jewish responsibility for the fate and the welfarc of Jcws
everywhere and for securing the life and the eternal valuos of
our people and on the other hand we are united in our pride and
vital interest in the sccurity and hcalthy development of the
state of Isracl,

4, Now, without going into the overall picturc of the Jewish
world position and prospects in ycars to come, therec is today
what I should call the core of the Jewish problem, it would
perhaps be more appropriate to say of the Jewish tragedy at
this very moment in our history. In the Arab and Moslem coun-
tries from Tangier to Pakistan there are about three guarters
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of a miilion of Jews whose position is a very precarious onec
indeed, On the other hand there are still hundreds of thousands
of Jews in thc countries of Eastern Europe, whose cultural and
cthnical identity is threatcned by their complete seclision and
separation from the rest of the Jewish people. They have to go,
most of them want to go, But before them stands the eternal
Jewish guestion: whither? We live in an age when countrics
generally are ~lnsed to newcomcrs, and especially to Jewish new-
comers, all of them almost without exception. I soy almost,
because there is fortunately one exception, the State of Israel.

5« Isroel’'s dhaéa are open Zor ony Jew from wherever he may
come, or for whatever rcasons he may want to settle herec. Set-
tling in Isracl is not a favour which Isracl does to thc Jew who
desires to sctile here, but the cxercise of a fundamental right
of every Jew, according to our conception of the function of the
State of Israe&;gﬁﬁkaacerﬂing to the law of the country. It is
with great piride and not without deep emotionm.that I quote to
you the basic sentence of the law p?dmulsﬂtﬂa by our Parliament,
the Knesset, on the 20th of Tomuz, the day of the death of Theodor
Herzl 46 years ago, which is not without a deep purpose called
the Law of the Return, The scntence reads: Every Jew has the
right to immigrate iato the country, )

You can sec from these simple words o™ the law, that the
policy of keeping the doors open for Jewish immigration is
inspired not only by the desire to save Jews who are in need -
though this aspect certainly is also there - but first of all
from the conviction that the length of time elapsed since we
lost our country by enemy action - to speak in modern terms - the
Jewish people never has abdicated or lost its right to its coun-
try and that this collective right of the whole poople applies
to every individual Jow - of couree, if he is desirous to
exercise i%. You will certainly agree with me that legislation
of this kind ig unovrecedented in the history of mations.

Israel needs the Jewf in not less a degree than the Jews
need Israel, We are in need of more population in order to
f£111 the emply spaces of our country, to develop all its re-
sources, to strengthon our security.
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6« But is it all feasible? Four problems had to be faced by the
movement of Shivat Zion (Return to Zion) from its very inception,
One: will the power in whose hands the country is, allow the
Jews to come and settle and develop ultimately into full indepen~
dence? This was Theodor Herzl's main problem, which alas he did
not live to see sclved, This was the main source of our trouble
with the Mandatory Government. But, now the problem is solved;
the country is not any more a Turkish province, or even a British
Mandatory territory, it is Isracl, who not only practices a poli-
ey of free immigration but - in cooperation with the Jewish Agen-
oy promotes and does everything possible to encourage Jewish
immigration on the largest possible scales -

The second problem was: Is the land good for scttlcment?
Can this little country, poor in nagural resourcos, offer the ba-
sis for a decent though modest 1life for a people of millions,
The sceptics got into the habit of changing the Biblical phrase:
"a land flowing with milk and honey" .into "a diand of sands,
swamps and rocks"., Well, in decades of hard labour the Jewish
pioneer, the Chalutz, has changed the very nature of the land,
and almost all of our agricultural settlcments are on land which
once wos considered uncultivable because it consisted of rocks,
swamps and sands, To be sure, only a small proportion of the
land has thus been chaonged, ning tenths of it are still waiting
for tho Jewish worker, tcechniedian and scicntist to redcem it;
this is our great chance and challenge.

The third question was: Is the Jewish people, for so many
generations estranged from the land and indeed from real hard
labour £it to furmish the manpower for the enormous task of re-
vitalising a difficult land, neglected for so many canturies?
Well, again, the Jewish Pioneer has answered this questiorn in an
unequivocal and unmistakable manner. Theodor Herzl's dream of
"the day, when the Jewish peasant will firmly hold the plow in
his hand" has come true. It was the Jewish idealism, Jewish
Pioneerdom - chalutziuth - which has made vast stretches of de-
reliet land blossom agnin, which has created great and promising
beginnings of modern industry, which has built cities, roads,
and bridges; which has led foundation of scientific cndeavour
and made this country a centre of economic, social and cultural
progress in the Near and Middle East. And it is again with a
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fecling of satisfaction and pride that I mention the fact, that
all this was done - this has always to be remembercd - in the
teeth of strong resistance not only of our neighbours, but also
of the power which then ruled the destinices of this land, It is
not my purpose to outline here all the history of modern Jewish
colonisntion and Eretz Israel from the days of the Chovevei-Zion
and Bilu in the eighties of the ninecteenth century over the
second wave of immigration - second Aliyah - in the beginning

of this century until the creation of the State. So much how-
cver I feel I may be permitted to saye The Zionist Movement,
through the instrumentality of the Jewish Agency has in the
three decades of the Mandate regime fulfilled the function of
what Herzl called a State-Building Authority. Without State
powers, without the right of imposing taxes, it has in less

than three dccades organised the transplantation of about
470,000 Jews into Eratz-farnel, has founded cities and villages,
has created agriculture and industry, has revived the Hebrew
language, has organised the political strugglc of the Jewish
people for its right to the homeland and taken care of the de-
fence of the Yishuv; in short, it has created the physical, social
and political foundations for the ereation of the State,

Here I would like in a fow Bentences to mention the fourth
problem, which confronted thc movemont from its inception - the
financial problem, It is clear, that this great statc building
undertaking had demanded great resources, Private capital and
private enterprise have played their part, especially in the
field of industrial and urban deveclopment, In the initial
stages the generosity of Baron Edmond Rothschild was of great
importance., But without pioneering national capital, coming
through the Jewish National Fund and since 1920 through the
Keren Hayessod, the whole undertaking of land purchase and
reclamation, of opening up new derelict regions, of agricultural
scttlement, of crecating a great working population imbued with
the ideal of national redemption, would have been impossible.

It is one of the sources of pride of this movement, that in-
sufficient and unsatisfactory as its endecavours on this field may
have been, it has educated grcat numbers of our people in dif-
fercnt countries to make regular financial contributions towards

the upbuilding of the country.
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7. I think, even before the creation of the State, it has been
proved conclusively that our aim of “"Kibbutz Galuyot", of in-
gathering the Exiles and moulding them into one people, living

a decent, creative life on the rejuvenated historic soil of our
ancestors is feasible, Now that the State is here, the task has
become much easier and much morc difficult at the same time.
Tasier, because all political obstacles, motivated by the policy
of "Let us deal wiscly with them, lest they multiply" have disap-
peared. On the contrary, the policy of the Statc of Isracl is
"Let them multiply". Thus, in less than 28 months, sincec May 14,
1948 , 460,000 Jews have entcred the country, as compared with
470,000 in almost 30 years of British rulec.

Necdless to say, all the difficulties of acquiring land
have disappcared. The country is now for the first time really
open for mass eolonisation on the land, But the task has also
become infinicely more difficult because of the immense pressurc
of those masses of Jews who desire to come and for whom time is
of great essence, It will De no exaggcration to state, that if
we would have sufficient means for immigration, maintcnance and
ecconomic absorption -~ the number of monthly homecomecomers could
easily be doubled. And it should be remembered that almost all
of those immigrants arrive pennieless,

Therc is anothepr aspect of this problem which must be faced
squarely: thc growing preponderance of thc Sephardic, or rather
Asian and Yorth African clements in our Aliyah. Let me say this
at the outset: we rejcct and abhor any idca of these immigrants
being undesirable or of any discrimination against them. We see
in them brethren returning after long centuries of exile and
suffering and unrivaled attachment to our common heritage, to
their own country. But it is, on the other hand clear, that
the differences in background, in historic experience, in the
stages of cconomic development and of ceivilisation of the coun-
tries from which they come, create special problems of adapta-
tion into the new life of freecdom and real cquality and into the
economic and social conditions which they find in this country,
Let me add immediately, that our experience until now fortunate-
ly shows, that given a minimum of favourable conditions they
have shown a high degrec of adaptability to the life and needs
of the country, Many thousands of them are alrcady engaged in
agriculture, in afforestation, in building roads, in hard in=-
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dustrial labour,

And so the fourth question, the question of finances appears
again, with all its gravity. It is obvious that the immensc
financial burden connected with the repatriation of hundrcds of
thousands cvery yecar cannot be born by Isracl alone. It is the
duty of thc whole of the Jewish pcople. And the Jewish people,
¢spceially amcrican Jewry have in fact rosponded to a high de-
grec to the necds of the hour,  In two ycars the incomec amounted
to about sixty million pounds. But incomparably highor amounts
had to be spent for absorption, housing and land scttlement
(travel expcnses being covered mainly by the J.D.C.). The
result was manifold. On the one hand the State with its hecavy
burden of cxpenses for the normal functioning of its sorvicecs and
for defencc - we are not yct on & peacc standard - had to take
over additionally a very considerable part of the financinl
responsibilitics, which normally and aceording to agrecments
cntercd into, werc to be born by thc Jewish people through the
Jewish Agency. Furthermore; oven this grcat assistance of the
Government didn't suffice to sccure for all the immigrants who
have entercd the country even thc most modest dwelling and many
tens of thousands are still in eamps, living in tents, in the
heat of thc summer nnd will have to continue living there in the
rainy period. And the most painful and ealamitous result of
this shortage of financial mceans.is the fact, that the flow of
immigration cannot satisfy all thc immigration nccds of the
Jewish masses and from many corncrs the cry for quicker rcdemp-
tion reaches us daily and we arc compclled to close our cars.

And a fow words of Warning, Wec darc not be complacent.
Time is working against us. We¢ don't know how long Roumania
will keep the doors opcn, we do know that Iraq's policy of
letting our pcople go is limitod to one year, of which one half
has gone already. We don't know what is in store for our
pecple in other countrics, In this period of world disturbance
any change in the political climate may make Jews in some coun-
trics again the first victims of thc most crucl happenings,
And - this too has to be considered - Isracl also cannot wait.
We arc not yct at peace. We don't know, whethcr and whon our
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Mee will choosc to try again, Ie ‘must be prepared for all
-mmnuea.

Providoncc watching over the fate of our pecople has after
the groatest diasaster which has befallen us favoured us with
the greatest chance and challenge of our post-oxilic history.
m fatc of Isracl - both of the State and of the poople in
anamtcm he State - 13 at stakc it.--u tpcli s to mect the
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Agricultural Settlement -
Scheme to provide food for a population of two m.l._ions

‘The Scheme presented is based upon bold planning and thorough
knowledge of Israel's Agricultural cenditions,

'fearly immigration of 200,000,
set on land.

Assuming the continuation of the present scale of immigration -

200,000 per year - the scheme envisages the absorption -f -uS% of the newcomers

m‘l‘o the developing agriculture of the country, the development being
based upon intensification through irrigation.

a wate ources,

Outstanding expert:, local and foreizn, agree that Israel possesses
sufficient water rescurccs available for the irrigatica of one million
acres (4,000,000 dunams), while hardly on: tenth of that area is at
present irrigated.

Blueprints prepared by engineers of internationa’l ropute are ready.
The execution of the projects depends upon the aveilability of capi ital,
estimated to be in the amount of IL. ma,ooo 000(g.2r 1,000, 0), of which
5126000003m.11baraqn1:md§111mrdmm

These irrieation projects, when oAl as= oo a v~her supply,
sufficient to ﬂz"'igl.‘be an area of thi'e& ml‘.!ion iz as (777,000 acres),

" LiE u-tl ﬁi{a.t

The detailed ~ariecultural plan for the utilizatvizn of that erea, in
addition to a million dunams of ad.joim mirri;gr.t,ﬂd 1.nds, a m3 at the
supply of agricultural foodstuffs, for a balanced dist, of = population of
two million, x1though we must, antiei}nta a shortage cf O.b in brena and
meat even then, this program énwvisages the provisior o. .ully one hundred
per cent and over of protective foods inciluding milk, o7 s, vegelables,
fruits, even sugar and fats,

The shortage of bresd and reat is considerable, bi* _a normal times
these commodities are easily avzilable from abroad in cxciznge for other
agricultural products, while in times of emergoncy thev could asain be
substituted ty vegetables legumes and fruits, the jcodv.tzon of widich could
be inereased in accordance with the regquircments,

Invaluable as is the plan for the targei it sets, naraly: (ood supply
for a population of two million its main value lies in the et ithat it

provides for the absccption of a quarter of the imrigrnrfr iuto tke basic
foundation of the economy of the country, into farming,

66,000 new farm units

Sixty six thousand new farm units could be er’abiicied on the
covered by the Development Project in addition to the .lmcst forty thousand
farm units existing today. These farmers with their famil'es, .together
with the veople engaged in providing services in the rural commvr *ies will
form a rural population of half a million souls ;ut o a general population
of two millions. This population structure is the most c¢:s'rable to assure -
» healthy and balanced economy for Israel,

: Az in the case of the Irrigation Project the cxecution of the .amm
Settlement Project depends upon the availability of capital, ectimeted to
be of the amount of IL.170,000,000 (g£.476,000,000). B s forridable sum
should not be supplied all at once, but distnbuted during the initial
development period. Of this sum about #.160,000,00C is recuired in hard
currency,
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