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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE » TeLepHONE MUrrAY Hr 2-1160 . NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Cable Address: AMZIONIST N0. 6
October 11, 194S

HOLD MASS MEETINGS OCTOBER 30 - NOVEMBER &

To the Local Committees
of the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL:

At this session of the General Assembly of the United Nations, now
being held at Lake Success, the tortured problem of Palestine will again
appear, This time it is a package of three items -- Jerusalem, Arsd
refuzees, Negev., What these three tems mean was told in our letter to
you of September 29.

If this program as a vhole (or any one of the items) is accepted by
the General Assembly, the State of Israel will be crippled for decades.
Its struggle for peace and security will become an almost superhumsn task.
It will have to continue for years to sacrifice its economic welfare and
development for its security. It will be unable to reduce its heavy mili-
tary budget or release its amy for constructive work.

Energetic, intelligent and coordinated action on the part of Americans —-
acting through and in cooperation with the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL and our
Christian and libersl friends — may yet frustrate the plans of the anti-
Israeli forces in the United Nations.
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This explosive package comes to the United Nations through its
Conciliation Commission, whose report on Jerusalem is now on the agenda
of the General Assembly. There is no need to repeat the arguments thet
have been advanced against the plan. Major Aubrey S. Eban's address at
the General Assembly on the subject has been circulated in summarized
form. You have also received the COUNCIL's analysis of the scheme.

It is esnybody's guess as to when the issue will come up in the
Political Committee, to which it has already been referred; or in the
General Assembly, to whom the Political Committee should report. Perhaps
it will be at the end of October or the first week of November. The
Clepp Commission is expected to deal exclusively with the economic as-
pects of the refugee problem. This report is expected at Lake Success on
or about November 1lst. Tied up with the refugee problem is the question
of the Negev and the revision of boundaries.

LI

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS
Hadassah, Women’s Zionist Organization of America * Hashomer Hatzair * Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion
Mizrachi Organization of America * United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) * Zionist Organization of America

< @ Zionists-Revisionists of America
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The zravest concern of the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL is the fact that
the United States Government (which through President Truman was so helpful
in securing the adoption of the November 29, 1947 resolution; which gave its
influence to get that resolution adopted by the United Nations; which was
the first to recognize the new State of Israel and to help it financially
through the Export-Import Bank) is now sponsoring and pressing for the three-

pronged program in the General Assembly. In his opening address to the
Agsemdbly, Secretary of State Acheson stated the position of the United States

in favor of the Jerusalem scheme. To date, no dissenting opinion has come
from any official United Stztes source.

The AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL, therefore, believes that there is urgent
need at this time for American public opinion to express itself and to be
registered in Government circles as cpposed to the further badgering end
threatening of the State of Israel, and as favoring the plan for the United
Nations protection of the holy places instead of the internationalization
of Jerusalen.

THE AMERIOCAN ZIONIST COUNCIL HAS, THEREFORE, DECIDED TO CALL UPON ALL
THE SUFPORTERS OF OUR CAUSE —- AND ESPECIALLY OUR LOCAL COMMITTEES -- TO
ORGANIZE AND HOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS BETWEEN THE DATES OF OCTOBER 30 AND
NOVEMBER 6, AT THESE MEETINGS STATEMENTS DEFENDING OUR POSITION SHOULD
BE MADE BY OUR SPEAKERS AND RESOLUTICNS SHOULD BE ADOFTED URGING PRESIDENT
TRIMAN TO DIRECT THE AMERICAN DILEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS TO FAVOR
TEE COMMON-SENSE SOLUTION OF THE JERUSALEM PROBLEM WHICH IS BEING ADVOCATED
BY THE ISRAELI DELEGATION,.

We suggzest that you utilize every facility of your ovn and neighboring
communities in supplying speakers st these public meetings.

These resolutions and statements should be presented by a small delege-
tion to your Congressmen and, wherever possible, to your United States
Senators. Fill out the enclosed postal card and return it to the office
of the COUNCIL, 342 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N, Y, Be sure to send the
COUNCIL a full report of your meetings and a copy of the resolutions adopted.

With Zion's greetings,

7 R 2 ,
oo of gz
LL:SR Louis Lipsky
Enc. Chaiman

P.S. If you have not already done so, please send us the names of the

officers of your reorganized local committees., It is imperative that you
do this without delay.




AMERICAN ZIONEST COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To the ILocal Committees
of the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL:

The new Administration of the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL sends its Rosh
Hashonah greetings to its national and local affilistes. May the coming year
bring better times for Israel and the Jewish people.

After the summer 1ull in our activities, due in largs measure to the dif-
ficulties of reorganization, we address ourselves to our loyal co-workers and
call upon them to renew their efforts on a more extensive scale to mobilize
American public opinion on behalf of the people and the State of Israel.

The work of the COUNCIL must be continued with greater wvigor and devotion
and tact than ever before. Israel has a long way to go to reach its goal of
security and peace. No peace treaties have as yet been signed with any of the
Arab states, Disturbing reports reach us that the United States Government is
exercising pressure upon Israel to make Jarge ferriforial concessions fo the Arab stafes,
which would impair the independence and security of the new-born State. Demands
are continuing for the acceptance by Israel of Jarge numbers of refugee Arabs whose
return to Israel would not only Jeopardize its economy, but would serve as the
basis of a fifth column within Israel. A powerful influence is being exerted by
various groups to force the exclusion of the Holy City of Jerusalem from the State
of Israel. The denial of these reports by official ecircles is not convinecing.

It is, therefore, the duty of the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL and its af-
filiates to support the State of Israel and to protect Zionist public relations
in the United States with all the devotion and zeal and energy which the situa-
tion requires. Our voices and our influence must be heard again.

* &% =

It is important to point out that radical changes have taken place within
the Zionist structure. New relationships have developed since the State of
Israel was established on May 14, 1948,

An Israell Embassy functions in Washington with Eliahu Elath as Ambassador
at its head., An Israeli Consulate functions in New York with Arthur Lourie at
its head. Other Israeli consular offices have been, and are being established
in other cities. These represent and act for the Government of Israel in the
fields of diplomacy, commerce and finance. They operate in the same way as do
the embassies and consulates of other foreign governments.

Constituent Organizations

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America + Hashomer Hatzair + Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion
Mizrachi Organization of America * United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) + Zionist Organization of America
Zionists-Revisionists of America
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The American Section of the Jewish Agency has offices and staff in New
York City. It acts for the Executive of the whole Jewish Agency in all over-all
Zionist representations in South America and Canada, as well as, to a certain
extent, in the United States. Although the members of the American Section are
American citizens they do not speask or act as representatives of American Zionist
bodies. They are spokesmen for the World Zionist Movement.

The AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL, however, represenis all recognized Zionist bodies
in the United States and acts as the policy-making and public relations body for the entire
Zionist movement in this couniry. It is not a foreign, but a domestic body. On behalf
of hundreds of thousands of American citizens deeply concerned with the stabil-
ity and security of the people in the State of Israel, it makes its views known
to American organs of public opinion and to Government officials. It has its
own approach to the Amerdcan Congress.

LR

The progrem of the Council will be extended to include en intensive
educational effort to interpret Israel and 1ts people to all classes of American

citizens, and fo create the bacikground for any public relations mass action wa be
caﬂedup:m fo initiate from time to time. The groundwork for such mass action w?}gym-

spect to Jerusalem, Arab refugees and the Negev is now being prepared.

. 8
To the end that our local committees may be stirengthened and prepared to
face the new tasks of the Council, it i1s desirable and urgent that the local

to a review of the present politi.oal si.tuatim affecting Isrsel, your own public
relations program relevant thereto, and the election of officers, as well as the
appointment of chairmen of committees. The following committees should be set

up: on press and radio; on political contacts; on religious and academic contacts; on labor
contacts; on civic groups contacis; on liaison with the American Christian Palestine

Commitlee.

We urge that the officers and chairmen should be elected on the basis of
their quclifications and thelr abtm;y to establish the contacts essential for the success
of our program.

After your meeting has been held and your officers elected, send without
delay their names and addresses to the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL, 342 Madison
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y., ATTENTION OF JEROME UNGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.

This is a call to prepare for action! The peace and security of Israel
demend our immediate attention. To that tesk we are called upon to give con-
tinuously the best that i1s in wus with vigor, imagination and tact. We are
confident that our efforts will be crowned with success, and that the enemies of
our cause in due course will suffer another defeat.

With Zion's greetings,
l -
iem %
Louls Lipsky
LL:SR Chairman
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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL

on behalf of JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL
UNITED SERVICE FOR NEW AMERICANS

165 West 46th Street, N. Y. 19, N. Y. Plasa 7.1500

Cable Address, uaarrear, New York

September 12, 1949

Rabbi Herbert A. Priedmen
Temrle Emanuel

1595 Pearl St.

Denver, Colo.

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

At Washington over the m tbp dangerously critical cash position
of the United Jewish Appeal was pre ed to representatives from all parts
of the emtﬂltmmmu. It waa made clear that the
complete breakdown of all the facilities for the abaorption of Jewish
immigration into Israel is imminent. Meeting constantly and hearing the
most detailed reports in executive session, the representatives present were
so moved by the facts of the situation that they called upon the Jews of
America to take “extreordinary action to meet an extraordinary emergency."

They felt that the hazards to all that we have achieved in the past ten
years are so great that theyuhadmm:ponible cash at once, Even more
than that, they pleaded that every commmity in the United States through
cash efforts end through borrowings on the largest scale from every source
should meke ayailable imdiaﬁely $0 the UJA in cash the full amount that
would be intended for the UJA &3 the result of the 1949 campaign.

Enclosed herewith are coplies of the Resolutions which were adopted
at the Conference on September ?,Oth and 11th, In the belief of all those
present the situation with which we are confronted is the most serious in
the ten years since the establishment of the United Jewish Appeal,

It would be more belpful fthan I could say if you would cooperate
immediately in the implementation of these resolutions by yourself and your
community, Life and death are the issues which we are called upon to
resolve, No haste can be too great, no effort too large in order to halt
disaster before it comes.

Sincerely/yours,
Morris Rothenberg
National Chairman

MR:PFF
Encs.

We Raised $150,000,000 in 1948—We Must Raise $250,000,000 in 1949!



EMERGENCY NATIONAL CONFERENCE - UNITED JEWISH APPEAL
WASHINGION, D. C. SEPTEMBER 10-11, 1949

Today the economic foundations of Israel are endangered because the
resources required for the absorption of the vast immigration have not been made
available., We American Jews must shoulder our full share of responsibility in
this common enterprise.

Having heard a detailed description of the financial plight of the
egencies concerned with immigration into Israsl and of the other agencies of the
United Jewish Appeal at the Emergency National Conference of the United Jewish
Appeal held in Washington, D. C. on September 10th-1lth, 1949, we, the delegates
assembled, call upon the Jewish community of America to take extraordinary action
to meet an extraordinary emergemcy.

Because the life and death of individuals is at stake, we call upon every
contributor to iranslate his pledge into cash immediately. We call upon the
communities of America to mobilize all contributors for an extrsordinary cash
collection in order to meet the critical fimancial position arising from this
immigration into Israel. We urge every community to provide for the United Jewish
Appeal within the coming weeks the total amount that would be intended for the
United Jewish Appeal as a result of the 1949 campaigns and to achieve that
objective not only through cash collections but through borrowings from banks,
individuals and every other source possible. '

Because of the inadequacy of funds available to the United Jewish Appeal
to meet critical needs, we urge all Jewish communities to conduct supplementary

campaigns for the United Jewish Appeal, wherever feasible.
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Wherever allotments to the United Jewish Appeal have already been made,
we urge that they be reviewed and reconsidered in consultation with representa-
tives of the United Jewish Api)taal so that full consideration may be given to the
eritical emergency needs of the United Jewish Appeal. We urge upon all com-
munities which have not yet madle allotments for 1949 to defer such decision until
representatives of the United .Jewish Appeal have had an opportunity of presenting
its needs, to the end that & mutually satisfactory understanding msy be reached
with regard to the United Jewish Appeal.

We urge upon all communities which are plamning with respect to 1949 or
1950 campaigns that any campaign which includes the United Jewish Appeal shall
not be launched without first reaching an understanding with the United Jewish

Appeal regarding goal, allocation, and the ultimate distribution of funds raised.



EMERGENCY NATIONAL CONFERENCE - UNITED JEWISH APPEAL
WASHINGTON, D. C. SEPTEMBER 10-11, 1949

EOULUT 1 ON

In view of the urgent nature of the problems facing the American Jewish
commnity in relation to its tasks in Israel, Europe and the United States, we
strongly urge upon all American Jewish communities that as regards any planning
for 1950 they refrain from making any commitments, including those ielatmg to
capital funds, until after the National Gm!'arence of the United Jewish Appeal

on November 25, 1949, shall have been held.

Aok kR



MEMBERS OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
EMERGENCY NATIONAL CONFERENCE - UNITED JEWISH APPEAL
WASHINGTON, D. C. SEPTEMBEER 10-11, 1949

Ezra 2. Shapiro, Chairman, Cleveland, Ohio

Herbert R. Abeles Newark, N. J. Joseph Meyerhoff Baltimore, Md.
Sam J, Belerfield Louisville, Ky. Fred Monosson Boston, Mass.
Morris W, Berinstein Syracuse, N. Y. Henry Montor New York, N. Y.
Judge Msurice Bermon Cleveland, Ohio Leonard Moss Jacksonville, Fla.
Henry C. Bernstein New York, N. Y. Irving S. Norry Rochester, N. Y.
Solomon Boxer : Troy, N. Y. Max Ogust New York, N. Y.
Louis Boyar Los Angeles, Cel. Herman M. Pekarsky Newark, N. J.
Hyman Brand Kansas City, Mo. B, M. Pelavin Flint, Mich.
Raphasel Brandes Tucson, Ariz, Samuel H. Rivin Missoula, Mont.
Charles Bromberg Putarsan, N. #. Henry H. Rocker Cleveland, Ohioc
Morris B. Chain Balm'aﬂ.e:ld. Cal, Dan S, Rosenberg St. Paul, Minn.
Sidney 8. Cohen Boston, Mass. William Rosenwald New York, N. Y.
Samuel H. Daroff Philadelphis, Pa. Harry Rothberg Los Angeles, Calif,
Leon J. Ell Miemi Beech, Fla. Samuel nath‘borg Peoria, Ill.

E. J. Evans Durham, H. C. . Mayarmm Ft. Wayne, Ind.
Emanuel E. Falk Newport News, Va. A, B, Saeks Dayton, Ohio
Henry S, Frank Baltimore, Md. Sol Satinsky Philadelphia, Pa.
Herman Gilmen Boston, Mass. Morris Senderowitz, Jr. - Allentown, Pa.
Dayid Glosser Jomnstown, Pa.. Abe Shugerman Chattanooga, Tenn.
Abraham Goodman Shelbyvilie, Ind. Maurice J. Sievers Cincimnnati, Ohio

Mrs.

Jack A. Goodman

Indianapolis, Ind.

Archibald Silverman

Providence, R. I.

Moritz M. Gottlieb Allentown, Pa. Jacob Sincoff New York, N. Y.
E. N. Grueskin Sicux City, Iowa Eugene M. Solow Dallas, Tex.

Mrs. Rose Halprin New York, N. Y. . Rudolf G. Sonneborn New York, N. Y.
Mrs, Walter E. Heller Chicago, Il1. Arthur Taubman Roanoke, Va.
Joseph Holtzman Detroit, Mich. Albert Tenenbaum Savannsh, Ga.
Marvin H, Itts Youngstovm, Ohio. _ Iy 8. Turover Washington, D. C.
Adolph Kiesler Denver, (lolo. Julian B. Venezky Peorias, I11.

Ben Dayton, Ohio Elkan C. Voorsanger Milwaukee, Wisc.
Moses A. Leavitt New York, N. Y. Jack D. Weller New York, N. Y,
Ivan Levenson Newark, N. J. Aaron Weiss Wilkes- , Pa,
Leon L. Levy Trenton, N. J. Harry A. Wolf Omaha, Nebr.
Louis A. Lewis Bridgeton, N. J. Mandle Zaban Atlanta, Ca.
Philip M, Liebschutz Rochester, N, Y. Henry Zucker Cleveland, Chio
Sol Iuckman Cincinnaii, Ohio Baruch Zuckerman New York, N. Y.
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"AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Cheimen of Local Emergency Committees Date September 9, 1948

From Harxy L, Shepiro

& book highly favorable to the Zionist cause is shortly to be publiched, Its

title is DESTINATION PALESTINE: The story of the Eagansh ship M

\(t;i.ttm)i by Ruth Gruber and to be published on September 13 by A. Ay Uyn, Inc.
2.50 -

Bertley Crum, in his dntroduction to the book, calls the Exodus story "2 pivot on
vhich world history tumeds" He goes on to say: "No other event in 1947 was as
inportant as the odyssey of the Zzodus. It made possible, in fact, the Uhited
Nations vote for a democratic stzte in Palestine, a Jewish State in thet lands"

The book contains 32 pages of on-the-spot photographs taken by the author herself
in Palestine, on the island of Cyprus, and sboard the prison ships to which the
refugees vere transferred. Miss Gruber was the only correspordent vho menaged

to take pictures of actual conditions aboard the prison ships —- pictures vhich
the British made several vain attempts to confiscate, but vhich eventuslly were
released to the press throughout the worlds It was as foreign correspondent for
the Nev York Herald Tribune that the anthor covered the attempted londing of the
Exodud at Haifa.

Although seemingly devoted solely to the recounting of a tale now gone into
history, this volume, from our point of view, carries a pudlic-relaiions impact
as timely as tomorrow moming's mewspeper. For it forthrightedly ummasis the
brutality and hypocrisy behind Britain'e desling with the Jevs, mmd msy even
bring some present supporters of Britain's Palestine policy in our ovn country
to a reappraisal of the situation and to a clearer understanding of Britain's
present-day maneuvering in Vashington snd at the UN for the weakening of Israel.

The boock is "must" reading for every Zionist; but it is even more vital that &t
be given the widest circulation amd publicity among non-Jows in your communi ty.
I would request, therefore, that you taoke the following steps to ensure the
reglization of the above objectives,

1. Announce the publication of the book to your local
membership at your next meeting and through rour locel
bulletin or journal, ehould you print one. Urge your
membership to purchase copies of DESTINATION PALESTINE
at your local Bbooksiores.

2+ Arrange for your conmittee to purchase a number of
coples for presentaticn to key personslities in your
community, These should includa your newspsper editors,
radio commentators, prominent churchmen, local and state
political figures as well as your Congressmen mnd U, Se
Senatorse (Do not overlook any candidates for importent
public offices)
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3+ Request the rabbis in your community to & scuss the boolk
from their pulpits some time during the next four weeks.

4, You can stimulate reviews of the book by presenting a
copy to the edi tor of your local Anglo-Jevish weekly,
as well as to the book editor of your daily newspaperss

Should your Committee desire to purchase a minimum of 20 copies of the book,
please infom me to that c¢ffect and we shall secure for you the publishers!
discomt for such purposes. Please keep me infomed as to your activities
in comnection with DESTINATION PALESTINE.

Regards,



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM

Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date September 8, 1948

Harry Le Shepiro

Attached is a statement issued today by Dr, Abba Hillel Silver., The latter
part of it is an upeto-the-minute review of our present politicel situation
and gives a clear indication of the line to be followed by our constituencies
during the coming weelkse

A careful reading of the statement will show that we are dangerously close to
the position we were in on March 19th last when the American Government re-
versed its policy and set in motion stremuous efforts to umdo the partition
decision of the General Assembly.

That we were able to bring our Government back to a realization of its respon-
sibdilities and a subsequemt change in its attitude towards Israel is due in
the largest measure to the loyal and effective work of the Americen Jewish
coomunity and its organized Zionist bodlél.

A similar task lies before us now. Upon the outcome of this effort rests
not only the UN decision of November 29th, but the future of the Btate of
Israel itself. America still holds the key position and if we permit its
actions to be dictated by British foreign policy and other specieal interests,
the result for Isrsel may de catastrophic.

The followin,.are the tasks we must set before us emnd carry out with every
energy at our commands

le Request every influential person end organization in your
commmity -- Jewish and non-Jewish, civie, religious, labor —= to
wire or write to the President setting forth in clear and wmis-
taicable tems that they look to him to save the honor and the
pledged word of our Government by fulfilling the promises contained
in the Democrectic Party platfom.

2+ BSet up committees to visit newspaper editors, columists and
radio conmentators to bring them up to date on the issues involved
and to elicit public comment favorable to our cause, Oriemtation
material to aid you in this tagk is enclosed on the stions of
8e jure recognition, econonic aid and immigration. thin a

few doys we will send you material on admission of the State of
Israel into the United Nations for a follow up effort.,) Flecse
send us coples of the editorials which appear in your local
newspapers resulting from this effort,

3« Set up committees and ask influential persons to visit the
leaders of both political parties in your eity, county and state.
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Remind the heeds of the Democratic Party of the plank in their plat-
fom which commits their Party to give politicsl and economic aid to
the infant State. Call thelr attention to the glaring fact that
wvithin recent months the President of our comtry end the heed of
their Party has been strangely silent while the Stzte Departnent has
continued its efforts to undemine the State of Israel. The loam of
one hundred million dollars, which was promised, is now "postponed”,
Jevs in the IP camps of Burope are restrsined from exercising their
rizht to 2o to Israel. American citizens who wish to visit Isrcel
are denied passports snd every action by the State Department is
clearly designed to ape the pattem set up by Mr. Bevin's Foreign
Office.

Remind the Republican leaders of their platform and their promises.
Call their attention to the failure of any of their leading spokes-
men to publicly mention the absence of positive and constructive
Govemment action with regard to Israel. No Repudlicem leader has
as yet protested the failure of our Govemment to keep iis pledged
words Ask them if this is a conspiracy of silence. If the foreign
policy of our Coverment is a two-party policy then the Republicens
must share equally with the Democrats the blame for the shameful
behavior of our State Department towards Israel and towards the
helpless refugees who are still penned up in concentration camms
three years after the so-called peace,

Every indication points to amother March 19th, We are told thzt the loan to
Israel is to be held up pending inquirles into the stability of the State of
Israele Need we remind our politicians that they @id not inquire into the
stability of Greece and China before pouring hundreds of millions of dollars
into these countries presumzsbly in =n effort to lay a foundation for stability.
Feed we remind our politiciens that the United Nations Security Council specifi-
cally made provisions for the admission of men of military age into Isrzel, and
that despite repeated assurances by Count Bemadotte that he never requested
their exclusion, our State Department amnd our military suthorities repeat in
Gemany and in Austria what Bevin is doing in Oyprus.

There is much to protest and now is the time to make that protest heard and
felte The task is yours and that of the men and women of your community. The
coming eight weeks will be critical ones for Israel. We must devote ourselves
to the tremendous job ahead. We must not faill Please let me have 2 report
from you on your activities as requested above.

mﬂ.

HLS:RB
Encse



ME IORANDUM

DE JURE RECOGHITION OF ISPARL

On the day of its proclamation, May 14, 1948, the Provisional Government
of Israel was accorded de facto recognition by the Government of the United States.
Though almost four months have elapsed since that date, full, so-called de jure,
recognition is still being withheld by our Government from Israel.

It is often argued that the withholding of de jure recognition from Israel
by the Government of the United States is due to technical reasons, notably to
the "provisional" character of the present Government of Israel, to the absence
of clearly defined frontiers and to generally unsettled conditions in that country.
This argument is used to indicate that the withholding of de jure recognition does
not denote any animosity on the part of the policy-making oﬂieiala in the Depart-
ment of State toward Israel, 5

The argument is totally incorrect, Full de jure recognition has often been
accorded in the past by the United States to foreign governments which were pro-
visional in character, and have ruled over am ill-defined territory amid disturbed
conditions. These were the circumstances .’m-whi&tho provisional governments of
Poland and Czechoslovakia were given full recognition after both World Wars. The
Government of China and the Provisional Government of France were given de jur
recognition in similar circumstances,

The withholding of full recognition i’rq Israel after months of proven
stability cannot therefore be justified by reference to precedent, It is, on the
contrary, an indication that the Department of State, whose hostility to Israel is
well known, has prevailed upon the Bresident $o withhold from Israel even that
measure of cooperation which is normally extended to other countries.

The situation will appear even clearer if one considers that out of fifteen
countries which have accorded diplomatic recognition to Israel, thirteen have
granted full recognition. The only country beside the United States which has
given to its recognition a limited de facto cheracter is the Union of South Africa,
a Dominion of the Britich Bmpire which, of course, is anxious to bow to the
desires of the London government,

LR N

9/8/48



NOTE ON ECONOMIC AID TO ISRAEL

Amid conflicting reports and cgreful buclepassing between the
White House, the Depariment of State and the Export-Import Bank, one
fact has become clear: if the Administration can get away with it,
Isrgel is not going to get any economic aid from the Government of
the United Statess The reasons used to justify this attitude shifts
one day they are politiczl, the next day technical, the third day
they are due to "digturbed conditions" in Israel, the fourth day
"the loan application is still wnder study." It is difficult to
pin down the precise reason, just as it is difficult to pin down
the party responsible for thie demial of economic aide But the fact
remainse

It is perhsps uwanecessary, at this late date, to take the reasons
too seriously. Most people are aware by now that they are mere 2libis,
8till, let us keep some comparisons in mind.

Fierce civil wars rage in China and in Greece, and yet these
countries raceive economic aide But Israel, where there reigns
complete internal peace, is deemed too "disturbed” to be eligible
for aids

The Argb cowmtries are still emgaged in open aggressions Their
armies are on the soil of Palestine, not a day passes without Jews
or United Nations personnel dying from their buliets, they interfere
with American and foreign shippingy gnd they keep their Jewish inhab-
itants in a state of abjéct terror. 4And yet these comntries are cone
sidered eligible for Americen economic aid in differemt forms. 3Bub
Israel is offered one postponement after another, one excuse after
anothers

Behind the scenes, the explsnation is whispered that the United
States and Great Britain wish %o coordinate their policies on thig
iswues America should withhold assisiance from Isrgel, while Britain
would withhcld aid from the Arabs. 2Zut this e::plana.tion too is un=
true. XBoonomic aid to Arabs ig given both by America and by Britain.
Military eaid by Britain to Transjordan has besn resumed. The truth
ig that Isrzel is being gingled out for econcmic disoriminstion.
Almost alons of all the combries cutside vhe Soviet bioc it is
denied American aid, despife the pledges to the contrary. The ex-
planations vary, the denigl remainge

e R
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ME{ORANDUM

THE AMERTCAN ATTITUDE ON TRAVEL TO ISRAFL

Two measures of far-reaching importance have been taken by our Covernment
toward Israel. On the one hand, the Department of State is withholding passports
from American citizens desirous of visiting Israel, especizally if the visitors
are men between the ages of 18 and 45, On the other hand, the scme Department
has issued instructions to the authorities of the American zone of occupation
in Burope to restrict the emigration of Jewish Displaced Persons between the
ages of 18 and 45 to Palestine.

These two acts, better than any words, illustrate the real attitude of the
Department of State toward Isrsele There is nothing in the truce resolution of
the United Nations that would justify individual countries in taking such a
courses On the contrexy, = proposal to restrict the admigsion to Isrcel of
persons of military age was debated and rejected by the Council, and the resolu-
tion expressly provides for the conditions under which persons of military age
entering Israel in the course of the tmce ghould be prevented from obtzining
military training or Joining military forces.

In teaking the two steps named zbove, the Department of State is therefore
not acting in accordance with a Security Council resolution. The atiempt of the
Department to place part of the responsibility for these acts on Count Bemadotte,
the United Nations Mediator, by leaving it to him whether "clearance" is to be
given to immigrants of military aze to proceed to Israel is ingenious but hardly
convincing, Since the Truce Resolution does not give the Count ony powers to
control immigration to Israel, such powers can certainly not be given to him by
the Department of State in Vashingtons At best, the Oount is used by the Depart-
ment for buck-pessing purposes. At worst, the Department is engeged in collusion
vith the Count to misinterpret the meaning of the W resolutione

The action of the Department of State i1s calculated to interfere with the
right of American citizens fo visit freely a friendly country, to ham the legiti-
mate interests of Isrzel, and -~ above all —- to deny the hope of the Displaced
Jews of Europe.

This latter aspect, coming as it does after years of insistence by President
Truman that the humanitarien task of pemitting the Jewich Displaced Persons to
g0 to Pelestine ought not to be postponed on account of political considerations,
is particularly obnoxious. As the New York Herald-Tribune pointed out editorially
on September 6th, this act of the United States Government is similar to British
practice on Cypruse 4s Great Britain has become the jailer of Jewish refugees
on that island, so, but on a much larger scale, are the pro-British and pro-Arab
officials of the State Department making President Truman the jailer of the
multitudes of Jewish refugees in the Americen Zone of occupatione
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-PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
Associated Organizations
Zionist Organization of America  Hadassah ¢ Mizrachi Organization of America » Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion
United Zionists-Revisionists of America » Hashomer Hatzair » Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party)
342 Madison Avenue = New York 17, N. Y. « MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE RELTASE

DR, SILVER DEPLORES LACK OF POSITIVE ACTION ON PART OF
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TO FURTHER WELFARE OF ISRAEL

New York, Septs 8 — Drs Abba Hillel Silver, chaimman of the American
section of the World Zienist Orgenization and of the American Zionist Emergency
Council, issued the following statement on his ra’bm from Israel!

"I have just returned from Israel where I attended the meetings of the
Actions Committee of the World Zionist Organization. It was the first meeting
of this body since the establishmeat of the State of Israel. The chief problems
before the meeting were, first, the separation end the definition of functions
as betveen the World Movement and the State of Israel; and secondly, the reorgeni-
zation of the work of the World Zionis: Movement in order that it might serve
most effectively in assisting the State %o absorb the large number of imnigrants
who will wish to settle in Israel, ’

"The deliberations of the Actions Qwrﬂtteé were eminently successfnl., A4
clear separation was effected between the State and the Movements Hinisters of
the State who had been members of the Executive of the World Zionist Orgenization
handed in their resignations and others, not of the Govemment, took their place.
It was further resolved that no part of the funds of the World Zionist Organiza-
tion will be contributed directly or indirectly to the Govermment of Israel for
any purposes whatsoever, but that the Orgsnization will cerry on its own vork in
Israel directed to the settlement and the economic absorption of new immigrants,
and for other charitable purposes. This separation was advocated by the American

(more)
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Zionists end was finally accpted by the entire movement.

"Another achievement of the Actions Committee meeting was the extension
of the Executive to include members of the two parties who heretofore had not
been included -~ the United Workters Party and the Revisionists, This establishes
complete unity among all the parties within the movement. This too has for some
time been urged by the Americen Zionists. It was also resolved to set up in the
United States some of the Departments of the Movement vhich heretofore had their
headquarters in Jerusalem, more especieclly, the Department of Economic Organize-
tions It wes realized that due to the economic and political significance of the
United States and of the Jewish community here, which is the largest in the
world, an important center of the World Zionist Movement should be maintained in
the United States.

"I found the spirit of the people in Israel at a high pitch of confidence.
The military victories which had been achieved have greatly buoyed them upe They
succeeded in defending their State by foree of ams and they feel confident that
they will continue to do so 4n the futures Theyiare strong end their strength
is increesings I found them restive under the truce. They welcomed the tiuce
in the hope that it would lead to a speedy peace settlement. But their direct
approach to the Arab states for peace negotiations was rebuffed. As a result
grave skepticism as to the value of the truce hes epread throush the entire
population, If the Areb states are resolved, as they have proclaimed, never to
recognize the State of Isreel, vhat purpose is there in the prolongation of a
truce vhich is becoming a severe drain unon the economy of the new State? The
position of Count Bemadotte has likewige suffered o serious decline as a result
of his shocking proposal to turn Jeruselem over to Abdullsh as his cepital, and
as a result of his baffling and contradictory opinions on the subject of the
immigration of men of military 2ge into Israel.

"There is a growing feeling among the people in the State of Israel that
our State Department is again collaborating with Mr, Bevin. They feel that our

(more)
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State Department has yut every obstacle in the way of the full recognition of
Israele It has blocked e United States loan to the new State. It has interfered
with the free movement of refugees to Israel from the American occupation zones
on the basis of an unwarranted interpretation of the tems of the trucee The
Americaen Government has thus placed itself in line with the British Covemnent,
which, contrary to all law, has lept 13,000 Jewish refugees of military age in
detention camps in Cyprus, and has prohibited them from emigrating to Isrzel. The
Americen Government hes further denied passports to American citizens vho desire
to go to Israel, The feeling is prevalent that our State Department is agein
following the lead of the Britigh Colonizal and Foreign Ofﬁleu. There is, there-
fore, a growing concem as to the attitude of the United States Delegation at the
coming sessions of the United Nations in Parise

"The present hope of lre Bevin, now that a military vietory over Israel is
no longer to be expected, is that a prolong_ad::'-tma_é will prove such an economic
strain on the country that Israsl will bepbep_an& to accept & peace settlement
agreeable to Great Britain., The people in Isreel wonder vhether the American
Governnent is falling in line with this new pressure politics of lire Bevine They
wonder whether President Trunan is fully aware of all that is golng on and vhether
his Administration approves of it all, .

"It is clear to them that the key to peace in Palestine is still in the hands
of the United States. Only positive action on the part of this Government, such as
de jure recognition and a loan, will persuade the Arab states that this Government
is very sincere and earmest a2bout its intentions with regard to the State of Israel

and will persuade them to sit down and negotiate,"

e B0
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM
To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date August 4, 1948

From Harry L. Shapiro

During the coming weeks, Israel will make a bid for admission into
the United Nations. The attainment of this objective would be facilitated
if the Americean delegation to the UN would tzke the initiative in urging
Israel's membership in the United Natioms. It would be very helpful if
newspapers would editorlally advocate such a step.

Attached is @& memorandum on the subject, "The Admission of the State
of Israel to the United Netions". It is background material in connection
with this aspiration of the State of Israel. Please convey its contents
to your local editors and try to induce them to write a favorable editorial
or feature article on this subject.

Regards.

HLS:RB
Enc.



MEMORANDUM

IHE ADMISSION OF THE STATE OF I8 0T

The Resolution of the (eneral Assembly of the United Nations adopted
on November 29, 1947, provided:

"When the independence of either the Arab or the Jewish
State as envisaged in this plan has become effective and
the declaration and undertaking, as envisaged in this
plan, have been signed by either of them, sympathetic
congideration should be given to its epplication for ad-
mission to membership in the United Nations in accordance
with Article 4 of the Charter of the United Nations."
(Paragraph 1-F)

The question now arises vhether the State of Israel should be ad-
mitted to the United Nations at the forthcoming session of the General
Assembly in Paris.

I. ISRAEL'S QUALIFICATIONS
1) The Origin of the Statet

Israel is the first state in history to be created as a result of the
investigations, deliberations and decisions of the General Assembly of the
United Nations, Its credential for admission is thus a unique imternational
birth certificete inscribed with a distinguished and honorable parentage.
Thirty-three nationa voted for the Oenarel Assembly's Resolution, and would
therefore seem to have a maral commitment to favor Israel's early admission.

2) The Existence of the Statet

Israel's existence is now a fact of internationa) life of which the
whole world is aware.

a) Externsl Recognitiont

Although .admission to the United Nations end recognition are not
synonymous - snd many states which have sought admission have not had as
many recognitions as the State of Israsel - 1t is significant that the 8*ate
of lsrael was accorded recognition by fifteen powers in less than ten weeks
time. These include:

United States Tugoslevia Finland
Guatemala Nicaragua Roumania
U.8.8.R. Uruguay Costa Rica
Poland South Africa Panama
Czechoslovakia Hungary Venezuela

b) Intemnsl Recognitiont

Fundamental in the establishment of a2 state is the writ of
muthority it derives from its own people and ite capacity to conmtrol its area



end cerry on the functions of govermment. The record of performance since
May 15 has demonstrated the representative character of the organs of govern—
ment established in Israsel, their loyal acceptance by the people, and their
competence to create a smoothly opereting epparatus of government serving
all the needs of the people.

The United Nations Mediator attested to this achievement in
Paragraph 34 of his report to the Security Council:

"The de facto situation in Palestine today is that a
Jewish Provisional Govermment, recognized by an in-
creasing number of states, exists in an area of Palestine,
and is exercising, without restrictions of any kind on
its authority or power, all the attributes of full sov-

ereignty, including the waging of wer." (In Paragraph 17,
the Mediator described the war as a defensive one.)

Moreover, nwhmzmmwmmmmmma
few hours of the proclamation of its s its people rose loyally to

1tndefmemdmtwlyupouadandmhtmo&dinmqhgthe
var to the enemy's territory.

1) Israel's Orientation to the United Nationst

Israel has given ample evidence of its independence and its freedom
from the domination of foreign powers. The very fact that its birth was
attended by a union of great powers which have been divided on other issues
has developed in Israel &n intemat:lmal attituds oriented to the United
Nations and to that body alone,

2) 1Israel's Relations with the United Nations:

Since its establishment, the State of Israel has fully and faithfully
responded to every decision and appeal of the United Nations and its organs.
More than helf a dozen times the State of Israel willingly complied with calls
made upon it by the Security Couneil, despite the fact that those calls
equated aggressor and vietim end imposed onerous obligations end conditions
wvhich should have been reserved for the aggressors against Isrsel. This
scrupulous and undeviating fidelity to the commands of the United Nations
has confirmed the promise that the United Nations would be the keystone of

lsrsel's foreign policy.
8) The Experience and Attitude of Isrsel's Peoplet

The people of Israel, long before the State was formed, fought for
the cause and in the armies of the United Nations. It was against the Jewish
people that Hitler first declared war, and six million Jews perished in the
cause for which the United Nations arose. Their contribution to victory in
VWorld War II, both in Palestine and on every front, was far more impressive
than that of a number of countries which gave little or nothing to that cause
but which nevertheless have been admitted to the United Nations.



1) Its Significance to the United Nationst

The admiseion of Israel to the United Nations would be an announce-
ment to the world that the United Nations is prepared to honor its commitments.
Delay would be an act of vacillation by the CGeneral Assembly which would
undermine confidence in that body's disposition and capacity to give effect to
its own recommendations. Recommendations of the General Assembly would have
little force or meaning to the nations of the world if the Assembly itself
were to set an example of indifference to or non-compliance with its own recom-
mendations.

2) As a Contribution to Peaces

The most compelling reason for larsel's admission is thet it will,
more than any other act at this time, stabilize the situation in the Middle
East. Arab aggression sgainst Isreel was encouraged by & delusion thet Israel
could be liquidated, When the Arab States are persuaded to realize that this
is en objective impossible of achievement by arms or by diplomstic maneuver,
there will be a powerful incentive to reach & peaceful settlement with Israel.
But if Isreel is denied admission at the forthecoming session, uncertainty will
continue for another year, Arab intransigence will be emboldened and the pros-
pects of negotiations leading to a final peace will be gravely prejudiced.

It should be moted that the lenguage of the General Assembly's
Resolution, quoted above, deliberately made the admission of the Jewish State
independent of the establishuent and acdmission of its neighbor.

It may be argued that Israel's admission should be deferred until an
agreement is reached with the Arab States and until Isreel has compromised its
differences with the Arabs.

Clearly, the situation dictates the opposite course. Agreement with
the Arab States is far more likely to be consummsted if the intermational
conmunity removes all lingering doubts of Isrsel's status.

Experience in the Palestine controversy has shown that firm action
by the United Nations and its organs facilitated progress towards a solution,
and that equivocation and delay retarded a final and lasting settlement.

With the existence of Israel an immutable fact, the establishment of
peaceful relations between Israel and its neighbors and the stabilization of
the entire Middle East can best be achieved by formal and intermestional con-
firmation of reality - Israel's acceptance into the family of nations.



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Te  Ghaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date 3oy 28, 1948

From Harry L. Shapiro

Yesterday the American Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine issued a
press statement in which 1t exoresced its opposition to the establisiment of
Americars United for Israels I send it to you for your infomation. The state-
ment is as follows:

The American Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine has ex-
pressed its opposition to the establislment of Americans Thited .
for Isrnel,

In a letter to Abrahem Feinterg, commitiee member of the new group
and former president of the Execntive Oommittee of imericans for
Hagonsh, the Agency Executive called the Zormation of Americans
United for Isrsel "a flagrant defiance of the decision to dissolvs
Americans for Hazannh," many of whose functions the new organization
intends to absorb.

That decision, made public on July 12, pointec out that Hagansh es
it existed in the past Lad been dissolved by the State of Isrzel
wvhen it established cne mational defense armay, that tiae purposes of
Anericans for Hazansh had been fully served and that it would suspend
its activities.

"The reasons then stated for the ddssolution of Americans for Hagansh
apply equslly to any organization, whatever its name, which, without
the approval of the recognized organs of the Ziorist movement, nor
with any endorsenent from the Govemment of Icrael, proposes to cary
on the activities raferred to in tie Exeontlve's statenent."

In its new letter, the Executive iscued au apreal to persons con-
cerned in Amecicans United for Iesrasl "to desist from a step which,
in the wnamimous opindon cf this Fxecutive, wouid be prejudicial to
the interezts of the Zionlst movement in this countiy and to the
cause of Israel."

Kindest regards,

HLS:}B
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Room 1426
442 ladison Avenne
New York, ¥, Y.
FOR IMMEDIATE YIIE
REPUBLICAN PARTY ADOPTS STRONG FPLANK PLEDGING FULL
RECOGNITICN TO ISRAEL

Philadelphia, Pa., June 22 —- The Republicen Party has pledged "full
rac?g:iti.un" of Isrzel "with its boundaries as sanctioned by the United Nations,"
and also has gone on record as fovoring "eid in developing its economys"

This strong declaration, which ma last night adopted umanimously by the
full Resolutions Committee of the Republicen Wational Convention, represents a
triumph for American Zionism inasmuch as it embraces the full program presented
to the Resolutions Committee by the American Zionist FEmergency Council.

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, the leader of Americen Zionism end chairmsn of the
American Section of the Jewish Agency for Paiestina, once agein directed the
effort to obtain a declaration which would meet the current situation regarding
Israels Four years ago Dr. Silver's leadership brought about the adoption of the
now-historic planks on Palestine in the 1944 Republican and Democratic party
platforms,

The Zionist effort in Philadelrhia was carried forward by Harold P, llanson,
Director of Infomation of tho American Zionist Emergency Council and Hymen As
Schulson, counsel to the Coumcil's Washington Burean.

The Zionist forces had originally hoped that it would be unnecessary to
engage in a pudblic discussion of the Israel issue before the Resolutions Committee
and that the efforts to bring about a satisfactory plank on Israel would not
encounter any opposition. Hovever, after an appearance by Rabbi Milliem
Pineshriber, vice-president of the American Council for Judaiem, hed heen sched-
uled, it wrs decided that the case for 2 strong Israel plank shoald be presented
to the Convention. On Fridgy, June 18, therefore, Mr. Manson spoke before the
Committee on Resolutions headed by Senator Henry Cabot lLodge, Jr., of Hassachusetts.

(more)
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The unanimous adoption of the final, vigorous plank, rather than the
wecker statement which had been drzfted by the Subcommittee on Foreigm 2elcil ns
under pressure from certzin unfriendly forces in Washington, was achieved by an
all-out joint drive in the full Resolutions Committee by the forces of Govemor
Thomas E, Dewey and Senator Fobert A, Taft, The fight in the Committee wos led
by Senator Irving M, Ives, of New York, vho was joined by Austin V. Wood of
Wheeling, West Virginia, a leader of the Taft delegation. Vigorous support also
ceame from other Semators of the Committee, including Senator Reymond Ee 3aldwin
of Connecticut, Senator C, Waylend Brooks of Illinois, Senator Eugene De iiillikin
of Colorado, Senator Forrest Donnell of Missourl and Senator E. H. Moore of
Oklshomas iiss Mary Donlon of New York end Chief Justice George V. iiazey of
Pennsylvania were smong the other Bano].uﬁ_l_:ﬁt Committee members vho urged the
adoption of a forthright plani,

Govemor Dewvey and Senator Taft both took occasion to insist that a2 strong
declaration be drafted. Thelr intervention proved to be the major factor in the
adoption of the final version., John Foster Dulles, Governor Dewey's adviser on
foreign affairs, personally approved the plenk -- a fact vhich made a grect
impression on the members of the ResolutionsCommittee.

The 1ist of those who fought for the Israel plank is long and impressive,
and includes the followving nemes: Roger Strouss of New York; Attornep-Ceneral
Fatheniel L. Goldsteln of New York, vho had also played en important role 2t
the 1944 Republican Convention; Senator Owen Brewster of Maine; I. Jack ilortin,
Senator Taft's administrative assistant; Brigafier General Julius Klein, national
commander of the Jewish War Vetermns; Rep. Jacob K, Javits of New York; CGeorze
Sokolsky, the columnist; John R, Crews, Republican chalman of Kings Countys
and Arthur I. Daman of Woonsocket, Fhode Island,

The full text of the Republican plank on Israel followst

(more)
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"Je welcome Israel into the family of nations and $eke pride in the fact
that the Republican Party was the first to call for the establishment of a free
and independent Jewish Commonweclth, The vacillation of the Democrat Administra~
tion on this question has undermined the prestige of the United Nations., Subject
to the letter and spirit of the United Nations Charter, we pledge to Isrcel full
recognition, with its boundaries as sanctioned by the United Nations,and aid in

developing its economy." x

6/22/48



PRESS FELRASE from:

FRATK W, BUZXTON, BARTLEY C. CRUM
-and JAMES G McDONALD

New York, Fe Ya

FOR IMMEDIATE RELFASE

THREE FOR(ER MEMBERS OF THE ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY
DEPIORE ANNOUNCEMEN? THAT AMBASSADOR PHILLIPS HAS ACCEPTED
THE VICE-CHAIRIANSHIP OF "COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE IN THE HOLY LAND"
- v affiiel's =
FRAYK W. BUXTON , BARTLEY €. CRUM AND JAMES G. McDONALD ALSO
TAKE SHAFRP ISSUB WITH RECINT STATEIEUT ON PALESTINE ISSUED BY
DEAN GILUERSLEEVE - KERMIT RCOSEVELT COMMITTEE
- -

New York == Three fomer members of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry
on Palestine — Frank W, Buxton, Bartley C. Czum and James G, }NcDonald — today
attacked the "Committee for Justice and Peace in the Holy Land," charging that
this pro-Arab group "has backed end encouraged Arab aggression in Palestine end
has taken an active part in the attempt to sabotage the United Nations decision
on Pglestine,”

The three onetime members of the Anglo-Americen Committee of Inguiry on
Palestine simultaneously greeted "with sorrow and bewildemment" the zppointment
of M1liam Phillips, thelr former colleague on the Anglo-American investigation
grow, to the vice-chaimsanchip of the "Committee for Peace and Justice in the
Holy Land,"

"It is difficult for us to comprehend how a men of Mr., Phillips? integrity
can join a group which, its record proves, has backed and encouraged Arab aggres-
sion in Palestine and has tzken an active part in the attempt to sebotage the
United Nations decision on Palestine," the fommer members of the Anglo-American
Committee of Inquiry stated.

Lashing out at the "Committee for Justice and Peace in the Holy Lend" -

(more)



- D -
wvhich is headed by Dean Gildersleeve and Kemit Roosevelt -~ the three fomer
members charged that this pro-Arab group was seeking a "frank alliances.e with
the Arab League against the State of Israel and the Jewish peoples" In their
joint statement, Messrs. Buxton, Crum and McDonald assailed "the blind partisan-
gship of the Gildersleeve Committee," and commented that "'Justice and Peace in
the Holy Land! cannot possibly be atteined by flouting the United Nations vhich
is the one authoritative expression of mankind's guest for justice and peace.”

The full text of their statement follows:

The news that our much respectced colleagne on the Anglo-American Committee
of Inquiry on Palestine, Ambassador Villiem Phillips has joined the self styled
"Committee for Justice znd Peace in the Holy Lend" has caused us both sorrow and
bewilderment. It is diffienlt for us to cemprehend how a man of lir, Phillips'
integrity can join a group, which, its record proves, has backed and encouraged
Arab aggression in Palestine and has taken an active part in the attempt to
sabotage the United Nations decision on Palestine.

The announcement of My, Phillips' descent into the Gildersleeve-Kemmit
Roosevelt Committee was accompanied by a statement of that Committeels views on
the current Palestine situation.

The first three of the four recommendstions advoccted by the Gildersleeve
statement are so full of sweetness and 1lizht that when we read them our first
reaction was to check the authorship of the statement. ZHach one of us would
gladly support Count Bernadotte's peace efforts, emncoursge the pacification of
the lMiddle East and urge economic develomment of that area in the interests of
all the people inhabiting it,

The blind partisanship of the Gildersleeve Committee becomes apparent when
one recches the fourth and last recommendation. Here, there are no more honeyed
generalities, but a frank slliance of the Committee with the Arab League against
the State of Israel and the Jewish people. Here, Miss Gildersleeve (and
Ambassador Phillips?) reise their voice against "extreme Zionist pressure here,

(more)
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with the insistence on separate Jevish nationalism, etc." One looks in vain for
the Committee's protest against open Arab defiance of the United Nations and
brutal Aradb sggression against Israel.

In conclusion, let us state our deep conviction that "Justice and Peace in
the Holy Land" camnot possibly be attained by flouting the United Nations which
is the one authoritative expression of mankind's quest for justice and peace.
Nor can justice and peace be attained by Arad shelling end destroying of the
holy shrines of Jerusalem, the capital and etemal symbol of the Holy Land.

Frank W, Buxton
Bartley C. Crum
Jemes G, McDoneld

6/21/48




For further information contact:
William D, Kaufman

TRIBUTE TO DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER
Room 1426

342 Madison Avenue

New York 17, N, Y,

MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GREAT TRIBUTE FLANNED FOR DR. ABRA HILLEL SILVER
WORLD FIGURES WILL JOIN AMERICAN ZIQNISTS IN EONORING JEWISH LEADER
ON EVE OF HIS DEPARTUEE FOR PALESTINE

New York, Decs 19 — Leaders of Zionism in this country will join with some
of the most prominent figures in America and the United Nations in paying tribdute
to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver for his successful leadership of the Jewish cause before
the United Nations, it was announced today by the sponsoring committee of a testi-
monial dinner to Dr, Silver, which will tsake place at the Hotel Astor, New York
City, on the evening of Monday, December 29, 1947.

This tribute to the leader of American Zionism and the chairman of the American
Section of the Jewish Agzency for Palestine will be tendered on the eve of
Dr. Silver's departure for Palestine and will represent an expression of grati-
tude and affection on the part of the Zionist movement, the sponsoring committee
declared,

Dr., Israel Goldstein, national chaiman of the United Palestine Appezl, one
of the initial sponsors of the testimonial dinner, pointed out that "Dr, Silver
is deserving of the lasting gratitude of the Zionist movement and of the Jewish
people, not only for his masterly presentation of the Jewish case before the UN,
but also for his mobilization of American Jewry in the winning of the- American
pecple and Government for the Zionist program. The United States backing of the

UNSCOP majority report was decisive in securing the 2/3 vote in the UN Assembly.

(more)



I am convinced that Dr. Silver's generalship of the Zionist forces in America in
the last few years, more then any other single factor, has been responsible for
the achievement of this result."

In addition to Dr., Goldstein, other initial sponsors of the ewent include:
Herbert E. Lehman, former Govemor of the State of New York; Dr. Emanuel Neumann,
president of the Zionist Organization of America; and Herbert Bayard Swope,
prominent civic leader.

The committee asserted that a large number of world figures will be present
to honor Dr, Silver. An incomplete 1list of thogse who will be present includes:
Moshe Shertok, head of the Political Departnent of the Jewish Agency for Pales-
tine; Professor Enrique Rodriguez Fabregat, delegate to the United Nations from
Uruguay; Dre. Jorge Garcia Granados, UN delegate from Cuatenala; Senator Irving M.
Ives from Wew York; Dr. Henry A, Atkinson, general secretary of the Church Peace
Unicn and of the World Allian‘ce.for Intermmational Friendship through the Churches;
and Cole. Julius Klein, national commender of the Jewish War Veteramns of the
United States,

Only a limited numbex of reservations for the dinner are still available,
the committee announced, and pointed out that those wishing to attend should get
in touch irmmediately with the eponsoring group's headquarters, Room 1426, 342
Madison Avenue, New York City.
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MINORITY RABBIS CONSPIRE WITH HANDFUL WEALTEY JEWS TO FIGHT ZION-
ISM IN U.S.A. AND PALESTINE

LR - .

Irreligious Asked to Join Religious Reform Jews to
Strengthen Anti-Zionist War

Anti-Zionist Leader Claims Pipeline to State Department
And Cabinet Members

Smashing of American Jewish Cammittee Threatened by Group
Calling Iteelf Council for American Judaiem 1f Outright
Anti-Zionist Platform Rejected
Philadelphia (JPS) -- With the objective of splitting all of American
Jewish 1life, war has been pledged on Zionism and on all persons and
institutions sympathetic to that program, with the wealth of influen-
tial Jews and the power even of irreligious Jews mobilized in order to
emash every gain the Zionist movement has made in the United States
and Palestine in forty years.
That is the ambitious goal set for itself by the group in-

nocuously called the Council for American Judaism, which was born in

this city six weeks ago (Continued on Page 2)
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although its birth was announced only this week, Dedicated to battle
against those who would duild up the Jewish National Home in Pales-
tine, the Anitial meeting wae held, ironically enough, in Temple Ro-
deph Shalom, which means "pursuit of peace"; a name doubly ironic
because the secret session took place in the City of Brotherly Love.
As though to symbelize the contempt which they have for the Balfour
Declaration and its purposes, the anti-Zionist rabbis held their
first gathering here on November 2nd and perfected their plans on
November 23rd. Behind them, they contend, are some of the most pow-
erful and wealthy Jews in America, who, one of the convensrs alleged,
have the power of persuasion over the State Department and ready ac-
cess to present these anti-Zionist views to other members of the
United States Cabinet.

The Independent Jewish Press Service has learned the secret
background of the Council and, because of the extraordinary isesues
raised and the outstanding personalities involved, decided to make
the lengthy material available to the general public. These are same
of the elements involved in 2 drama which derives special signifi-
cance from the present eituation in Burope, where millions of Jewe
are being slaughtered by the Nazis.

(1) A emall grouv of anti-Zionist Reform rabbis, many of
them retired from their pulpits becauses of super anmuation, has under-
taken a wide-ranging political program against Zioniem, to which
these rabbie allegedly object becauee i1t 1s political in character.
Asserting that Zionism is "secular" and "i{rreligious” and that that
ia why Reform Judalem, as they understand i{f, opposes it, these anti-
Zionist rabbis have dscided to enlist irreligious Jows as well as the
religious in order to asttempt to achieve their anti-Zionist aims,
long rejected by the majority of Amorican Jowish leaders.

(2) The names of Morris wolf, prominent FPhiladelphia law-
yer, agsociated with Lessing Rosemwald, of this c¢ity, Henry Ittleson,
wealthy head of Commercial Investment Trust, Arthur Hays Sulzberger,
publisher of the New York Times, Samuel Leideedorf, prominent New
York accountant, Paul Baerwald, Honorary Chairman of the Joint Dis-
tribution Conmittee, are among those of laymen involved in the re-
markabl: story.

(3) Match that 1it the anti-Zionist fire of these rabbis
end laymen into flame was Sidney Wallach, until recently "educetion. .
al director"” of the American Jewish Committee, retiring from that body
under unknown circumstances. But a decade ago, Mr. Wallach was the
editor of the New Palecstins, official organ of the Zionist Organ-
ization of America, Another person associated with the tale is .
DIr Maurice Hexter, now Executive Vice-President of the New York Jew-
ish Federation, but prior to that for many yeers in Palestine as the
Felix Warburg-named member of the Jewish Agency Executive.

(4) Secretary of State Hull's depertment can be "reached"
by this anti-Zionist group, one member of it, Rabbi William Fine-
shriber, of this city, clasime, quoting a statement of anti-Zionist
intent by one of the leadig members of the Statc Department.

(5) Rabbi Lazaron also undertook to "see" Secretary of the
Interior Harold L. Ickes before he delivered his apeech on December
6th at the Nationa] Council, (Continued on Page 3)
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of the United Palestine Appeal in New York in order to present the
anti-Zionist position to the Secretary. Whether he "saw" him or not,
* Mr. Ickes said not one word about Palestine at a National Palestine
gethering.

(6) Among the epithets hurled at various other leading Amer-
ican Jewish personalities were these: Adolph H. Rosenberg, hsad of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, wase described as an "appeaser"
by Rabbi Louis Wolsey of Philadelphia; Rabbi James G. Heller, Presi-
dent of the Central Conference of American Rsbbis, and Rabbi Israel
Goldstein, President of the Synagogue Council of America, were both
denounced a8 using these organizations for Zionist purposes; the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee {itself, under present control, was charged with
having "ducked" the Zionist issue.

Cempaign for Iarge Funds

To achieve its purposes, the Council for fmericen Judaism, a
nems proposed by Rabbi Lazaron, has launched a campaign for $25,000
in the first month. It was assured, however, by Morris Wolfe, attorney
for wealth in Philadelphia, that "far more“ was in sightas soon as
the campaign got sterted. On the advice of a'public relations”
counsel that it would look "nicer" to have a rabbil instead of a layman
as the executive director of the organization, youthful Rabbi Elmer
Berger, of Flint, Mich., did not have to be persuaded too hard by
Rabbi Wolsey to take the post.

Meseting of November 2nd

The story i1s best told as it unfolded itself at two intitate
and private mestings at Rabbi Wolsey's Rodeph Shalom in this City of
Brotherly Love. Rabbl Wolsey was in the chair. Others present were
venerable Rabbil Samiel Goldenson of New York's Temple Emanu-Fl, Wil-
1liem Rosenau, Morris Lazaron, A. D. Shaw and Abraham Shustermen, the
last four of Baltimore, William Fineshriber of this city, H. J.
Schachtel, Isaac Landman of New York, Norman Gerstenfeld of Washing-
ton, emeritus David Philipson of Cincinnati, emeritus Solomon Foster
of Newark and C. A. Rubenstein of Baltimore.

The aged Rabbi Goldenson introduced Mr. Sidney Wallach, until
recently with the American Jewish Committee but now a "free lance” in
public relations. Mr.' Wallach; once the editor of the offical Zionist
organ, told the group that non-Zionism was the most important issus
in American Jewish life and that the fallure of this cause would be
harmful to everything American Jewry values. This opposition move-
ment is the last stand of the anti-Zionist forces, he stressed, and
to achieve its objective an organized group must be fought with organ-
ization. The Zionists, he charged, have captured the organs and
media of public opinion. In his view, the number of Zionists 1s very
small. Most of them had been "taken in" and were, in reality, only
philanthropicaelly minded. He seaid that it would be regrettable if
the anti-nationalist remained Reform. A place should be found for
the non-Reform, even the irreligious anti-Zionist. Let the irrel-
igious Jew find his place in American Jewish 1life, but not the place
the Zionists want him to have. The American Jewish Committee, he
charged, has "ducked" this issue. Its members were not aggressively
anti-Zionist, although they were and ere basically anti-Zionist.

(Continued on Page &)
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Mr. Wallach's plan involved "grooming for action” several thou-
sand people, at least one representative in every city, who would fight
for a hearing and who would have, according to Mr. Wellach, the same
functions as a Christian Science representative in a camunity. He
daclered that Dr. Magnes was "erucified" by the Jewish press. To re-
vsal this, he stated, would reveal the unrelisbility of the Zionists,
showing the parallelism between the German 19th century mysticiem and
Zionist ideology. This would help show up Zionist errors. Even the
"gad-fly", he declared, has a place in the establishing of the truth.

At thie point, Mr. Wallach modestly sugtested that he did not want
to earn his living doing this type of public relations, but, after all,
he would have to have the "burden of making a living lifted" from him,
if he were to do this public relations work.

The aged Rabbi Philipson said he had came from Cincinnati to
oresent the point of view of Mr. Adolph Rosenberg, leader of the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations. Mr.Roserberg felt the group must
have o "positive" view, with Americanism as its centrnl theme. The
only salvation for Judaism, he feolt, was to identify thie movement with
Americanism., Dr. Philipson said he shared thet view and would return
to Cincinnati to orgenize a group on that basis. But this was not
satisfactory to Rabbl Wolssey, who said that in his relations with the
U.A.H.C., Mr. Rosenberg had been an appeaser.

Rabbi Rosenau 8aid that the Baltimore rabbis hed given a grest
deal of thought to this caue?, It was their endeavor to create a non-
U.A.H.C. organ of Reform Judaiem. It was hile thought, however, that
stressing of the American keynote would cast aspersion on thousands
of those who differ. They claim to be Americans and are loyal Ameri-
cans. The movement, he felt, ie a religious one in opposing Zionisnm.

Rabbi Schachtel wae impatient to proceed with practicel matters
and said the irmediate engagement f a person such as Mr. Wallach was
easeutizl. Rabbi Fineshriber sgreed that the group ought to follow
Mr. Wallach's plen. Tt was necessary to have a person like Wallach
or to start a magazine, for financial reseons.

Mr. Wallach responded that a "men's-size job must be done by a
man", whether himself or esomebody elseé, He felt it would be wise
to get clarification of the views of Wendell Willkie and Secretary of
Hull on Zionism. 1In his view, money-raising for anti-Zionist pur-
poses should be very easy. He knew many men who would be reedy to
contribute.

Dr. Goldenson agreed to this, saying once a man was engaged, the
financiel support would flow in.

Rebbi Foster was opposed to joining with irreligious Jews, say-
ing his antagoniem to Zionism was of religious origin.

Rabbi Lazaron asked the practical questions: how much would
Wallach's services entail? What would he do if ha had the noney?
How would he raise the money? (Continued on Page 5)
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Mr. Wallach said he would need fram $7,200 to $7,500 a year. He
would get busy doing ths kind of thing he had been talking about, get a
hearing for anti-Zicniam. One magazine was not enough. If we show we
mean business, Wallach said, groups in every city will contribute, es-
pecielly if we con get tax-exemption. The gzealote in every city must de
found. He believed that anti-nationalism would strengthen Reform,
rether than Reform strengthen anti-nationalism.

Rabbi Gerstenfeld of Washington was satisfied. He would call
hé lsymen together pramptly to raise funds.

Would Use Yiddish Preass

Mr. Wallach suggested a key group of individuals in New York tec
supervise the spending of the money and the conduct of the work. This
group would have to have freedoa £o work and to make decisions. The
Yiddish pross, he suggested; should be approached, so that with
"friends" ineide, an occasional item would be published to inject doubt
of Zioniem in the resders' minds.

Rabbi Schachtel wanted tamvhethar "our movement is to be
pro-Reform or anti-nationalist.”™ In his viow, the main program shculd
be"anti-nationaliet.” Rabbi landman said he did not like to see an
anti-program but a positive one, Rabbl Shaw agreed.

Then the discuseion went on, with suggestions being offered for
varicus types of magagzines, methods of getting tax exemption, and put-
ting speakers Onto various lecture platforms, Rabbl Goldenson asked
wvhether the group should identify iteelf solely with Reform or strike
the larger American note. He was for the latter; although scle iden-
tification with either would be 2 limitation on any money-raising
venture.

It was Rabbi Gerstenfeld, seconded by Rabdi Philipson, who
proposed that $25,000 be raised in one month, that Mr. Wellach be en-
gazed and a program be worked out for the year., The motion carried.

After sdjourmment for lunch, Br. Geldenson sterted off the
afternoon proceedings by reading, as though it was a document from the
patron saint, the letter in the New York Times of November lst from
Dr. Julah L. Magnes, President of the Hebrew University. Each of the
men, led off by Rabbl Philipson, explained how he was going to raise
funds in his city for this crusade. With Rabbi lazaron ae chairman,

a camitttee was appointed to formulate objectives. Other members
were Gcldenson, ®chachtel, Gerstenfeld and Fineshriber.

Rabbi Wise Reports on Meeting

The second meeting of the group, called in the same temple here
on November 23rd, heard a letter read from Rabbl Jonah B. Wise of
Noew York, a National Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal and fund-
raleing chairman cf the Joint Distribution Committee, who described =
meeting held in New York on November 16th to consider purpoees in
which Rabbi Wolsey's group was extremely interested.

Rabbi Wise diemissed the importance of the answer to the 95
anti-Zicniet rabbis signed by 733 rabbis. He declared that only 199
of the 476 (Continued on Page 6)
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membere of the Central Conference of American Rebbis were included. He
rointed out that neither Dr. Julian Morgenstern, President of the Hebrew
Union Ccllege, nor Rabbi Louis Finkelstein, President of the Jewlsh
Theological Seminary, had joined the 7335 rabbis.

A report on a meeting which he and Rabbi Wolsey had had with
Morris Wolf, a member of the American Jewish Committe, was given by
Rabbi Fineshriber. The most violent clash in the long history of the
American Jewish Committee is now in progress. Mr. Wolf is alleged to -
have said that if the candidate who succeeds Maurice Wertheim is non-
Zionist, he and hie group would supply the Lazaron-Wolsey combination
with funds. If the anti-Zioniste failed to gain control of the American
Jewish Conmittee, they might secede and their funds would be available
in any case. _In either case, Rabbi Fineshriber was assured by Mr. Wolf
thet sums far exceeding the hoped-for $25,000  would bocome available.

Another letter was then read by Rabbi Wolsey from Rabbi Jonah B.
Wise. In it the latter descridbed = meeting in New York on November 16.
Those present were Alan M. Stroock, son of the late President of the
American Jewish Committee; William Rosenwald, President of the National
Rafugse Service and a National Chairman of the United Jewish Appes)
Panl Baerwald, Honorary Chairman of the Joint Distribution Committee;
Arthur Hays Sulzberger, publisher of the New York Times, who, in four
years, mads no contribution to the United Jewish Appeal on the ground
of his principle objections to Palestine; Edward M.M,Warburz, s lieu-
tenant and Chairman of the Joint Distribution Committee; Maurice Hexter,
once a member of the Jewish Agency Executive in Jerusalem; George Back-
er, President of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency; Samuel Leidesdorf,
Treasurer of the New York United Jewish Appeal; Edzar Nathan, Manhattan
Borough President,; Henry S. Hendricks, and Hemry Ittleson, hesd of
Commercial Investment Trust, who, in 1942, reduced hie contridbution
to the United Jewish Appeal to $50,000 from the $100,000 of the previous
year. Excuses for abeence were sent by Judge Samuel Roserman, confid-
ant of Presldent Roosevelt; Lewis Rossnsticl, head of Schenley Distillers,
Nathan Ohrbach, New York merchant, and Alexander Kahn, managing editor
of the Jewish Daily Forward. Joseph M. Proskesucr, leading and violent
antl-Zionist candidate for the Pregidency of the American Jewish Commit-
tee, conveyed his views to the mroup in 2 lotter.

Rabbi Wise told the Philadelphia meeting in his letter to
Rabbi Wolsey that the New York gathering of November 16th had reached
certain conclusions on their common interests and thet Maurice Hexter
had been instructed to report as socon ms possible on & program of
procedure and an outline of probable entorprise. Rabbi Wise concluded
that he and Rabbi Goldenson were very much pleased with the results of
the meeting. There is no doubt, Rabbl Jonsh Wise reported, that these
laymen mean businesa. What the Zionists regarded as a Victory for
themselves the men present at the Rabbt Wise meetihg regarded, on the
contrary, ae a victory for their own viewpoint. The reference was to
a big story in the New York Times (whose publisher was present at the
Wiss meeting and who is related by marriage to Rabbi Wise) headed
"753 Rabbis Rebuke Anti-Zionist Jews." The anti-Zioniste at the
Wise meeting regarded the story as an evidence of progress and as
giving public notice that not all American jews were Zionists.

(Continued on Page 7)
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At thia point, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, President of the Synagogue
Council, came in for sharp criticiem from Rabbi Schachtel, who charged
that Goldstein was using the Synagogue Council for Zionist purposes. He
reported that he hed secured the consent of Rabbi James Heller for a
change in the constitution to permit, hereafter, a vote by majority
instead of unanimously. As criticiem was offered, letters were reed in
criticiem of Rabbi Julius Gordon of St. Louis for his activities as Chair-
man of the Committee on Palestine of the C.C.A.R. He was alleged to be
acting without authority. Rabbi Heller and Rabbi Barnett Brickner of
Claveland were charzed with making replacements cn C.C.A.R. commissions
of Zionists almost exclusively.

During the discussion on the guestion of an executive director,
it was pointed out that Sidney Wallach had advised that i1t would be bet-
ter for a rabdl than for a layman to be chosen. Rabbi Elmer Berger was
then selected, to obtain "a salary commensurate with the position." A
lay public relations adviser, to be Wallach, was aleo agreed upon, the
actual choice to await the gathering of funds. Rabbi U’olaey phoned
Rabbi Berger and received his "enthusiastic acceptance.”

Rabbi Fineshriber then summed up the achievements of the group:
1. we have stirred up the Zionists snd the country at large to a reali-
zation of the opposition; 2. we have started the first offective collec-
tive action on the part of American rabbis in opposition to Jewsih nat-
ionalism; 3. Rabbi Lazaron has to hie credit the achievement of wide pub-
licity for Arthur Haya Sulzberger's anti-Zionist speoch in Baltimore:
k., we have 96 actively interested rabbis.

Rabbi Lazaron reported that he has already received same funds
for his so-called Iay-Rabbinic Committee; the forerunner of what is now
the Council of American Judaism, & name unanimously chosen after Rabbi
Lazaron had suggested it. Tt was pointed out that the name has several
advantages. 1. It meets the desires of the financial backers; 2. it
meets the request of Adclph Rosenberg, President of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, for emphasis on Americanism; 3. 1t defines the aimas
of the group, it was said.

Rabbi William Rosenblum of New York waa choSen chairman of a com-
mittee, with Rabbis Schachtel and Nathan Perilman, assistant to Rabbi
Goldenson, to draw up incorporation papers and a constitution. They will
submit their work to Lazaron, Wolsey, David Lefkowitz of Dallas, Julian
Feibelman of New Orleans, Irving Reichert of San Francisco, Louis - Bin-
stock of Chicago and Dr. Leo Franklin, retired Detroit rabbi.

The management of a lecture bureau, to send speskers all over
the country to spread anti-Zionism, was entrusted to Solomon Foster,
retired rabbl of Newark, who will operate the burean from his home.
Rabbi Foster reported he had already obtained $1,500 in Newark for his
work.

The rabbis,who continuously emphasize that they are in favor of
the upbuilding of palestine although they oppose Zionism, agreed that it
would be an excellent thing to have their next meeting in New York on
December 7th, because it was the day following the meeting of the Nation-
al Council of the United Palestine Appeal, which is a non-partisan fund-
raising organization for Palestine. They could then deal with the
subject matter of that meeting. (Continued on Page 8)



“—l -

Page (8) 12.14.42

State Dspartment Against Zionists?

Rabbi Fineshriber then told the gathering that a prominent
Washington official, not indicating whether this might be Mr. Lsssing
Roscnwald, Chief of the Salvage Division, a Philadelphian, had learnsd
from the State Department, which has the final authority with respect
to the American attitude toward Palestine, that it had not yieélded to
the pressure brought by the Zionists on Congressmen. On the contrary,
Rabbi Fineshriber's highly placed informant allegsd, the State Depart-
ment was coneiderably annoyed by it.

Rabbi Iazaron then urged all anti-Zioniste to attend en masse
the Institute on Justice and Peace, being held at the Hebrew Unilon
College on December 2lst-2hth. He thought attempts would be made to
issue s Zionist-colored statement.

It was aleo decided to ask Maurice Wertheim, retiring presi-
dent of the American Jewish Committee, to meset with RabWeLazaron,
Fineshribor and Wolsey to discuss methode of securing nmey from "his"
contingent of the Committee.

Rabbi Schachtel urged communicetion with Secrestary of the
Interior Harold Ickes to inform him of the anti-Zionist cause dbefore
he addressed the United Palestine Appeal conference in New York on
December 6th. Rabbi Lazaron said that he would arrange for thie
through his contacts. (At the U.P.A. gathering, Mr. Ickes said noth-
ing whatever about Palestine.)

And that is how the meeting cloged: with the decision to
meet again on December 7th, = date notoriocus in history for the treach-
erous Japanese attack on America by = group which had secretly planned
ites deed for moaths while publicly expressing ite good will and eym-
pathy.

Copyright 1942 by INDEPENDENT JEWISH PRESS SERVICE, Inc.
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David J. Wise, Program Director

IMPRESSIONS OF THE JEWISH STATE
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise October 22nd, 1950,

My dear friends of the "Miessage of Israel", when I last spoke to you I told you
that I would report to you about my visit to Palestine and to Europe. I am now ready
to carry out that promise, and assure you that I am more than happy to be able to
talk with you again this morning.

First I want to thank the American Broadcasting Company, both the office in New
York and the office in Paris, for their cooperation for this message. Our relation-
ship with the American Broadcasting Company in the past has always been so cordial
that one really feels like thanking them for every “Message"™ that they are able and
willing to bring to you, scattered not only through continental America but in many
parts of the world,

I believe we are the largest congregation of worshippers in the history of our
great religion. Yie are blessed with the privilege of communicating over the radio
from one end of the country ‘to the other; I from one end of the world to the other,
So from across the waters I speak to you about things which I know are of great
interest to you and which have greatly impressed me.

First let me say that I met with tha staff and executives of the Joint Distribu-
tion Committee in Paris. These executives and this staff came from many countries;
19 in all. Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, Belgium, Greece, Holland, Austria, Germany
and countries in North Africd such as l'orocco, Tunis, Tripolitania; and from Iran
and Israel, They discussed the problems which confront all of us as a great respon-
sibility of American Jewry: that is, the relief and reconstruction of the men, women,
and children who are still the flotsam and jetsam cast upon many shores by the
frightful storms of the wars through which we have gone. They brought the reports
of their work and the work of our great organization amongst the men and women of
these 19 countries, Whether it was a man from lMorocco in Africa or one from Spain
or cne from Greece or from Iran, it is the story of a great service from the hearts
of a great people, the Jewish community of America, to their brethren of all tongues
and of all kinds,

One thing I must say to you that is, I think, of great importance, As I turned
my face toward Israel I realized that the Joint Distribution Committee have been
responsible for sending and paying for the transportation to Israel of 4L8,826 human
beings from May 15, 1948 until December 31, 1950, The Joint Distribution Committee,
your great American organization, paid the expenses of 84 /10 percent of all the mi-
gration to Israel of those unhapry people who have gone there and of whose story we
are still to hear,

¥hen I turmed my face toward Falestine, I did so with a feeling that I might
find myself greatly discouraged over the picture which I had had presented to me by
persons who had visited there in the past year, but I also looked at a memory which
I carried with me. It was a memory of my father of blessed memory ~ Rabbi Isaac M.
Viise of Cincinnati. In 1863, on the 17th day of April, he published a statement in
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the AMERICAN ISRAELITE entitled "The Society to Colonize Palestine". Remember: this
was in 1863. He said:

"The attention of the readers has frequently been called to a European society
for the colonization of Palestine by Hebrew agriculturists and mechanics. The mat=-
ter certainly deserves consideration, not only because thousands of dollars are an—-
nually sent to the poor of Palestine without any permanent improvement of their con-
dition. If anything is to be done, it must be something permanent.

"Palestine is a classical country, even more so than Greece, Asia l‘inor, or
Italy. Ten thousand recollections sacred to humanity are connected with the spots
named in Bible and history. However indifferent one feels toward the land as a land,
he camnot divest himself of a certain reverence and even awe that so many centuries
inspire for the spots where our kings ruled, our bards sung, our prophets poured
forth the glowing stream of inspired words; the daughters of Zion, the Sulamiths and
the Deborahs lived, and the sons of Israel fought heroic battles against all the
mighty nations of antiquity. MNo intellizent mind can feel indifferent toward the
land of liberty's birthplace, the cradle of civilization, the everlasting foundation
to the temple of justice, the cornerstone in the superstructure of humanity — the land
to which now the innumerable pilgrims of the three civilizing religions look with
pious awe. It is mortifying to think, that the sons of the laccabees, the remains
of the ancient race of God-inspired heroies, now in that country, are in a wretched
condition,

"Therefore, we suppose, if anything is to be done for Palestine, it must be
something reasonable and permanent.

"All that could and should be done is to bring an industrious population into
that country to develop its rich resources; and gain the rising generation of the
present population to European and industrial habits, The 'land which floweth with
milk and honey! is as productive, the soil as rich, and the climate as congenial as
in days of yore."

Thus wrote my father in 1863, long before the modern movement toward Palestine
known as Zionism began. He never retreated from that position, and I dare say that
none of us have ever retreated from that position; and so when one turns toward the
land of Israel one turns to it with a previous love apd knowledge and with a willing-
ness to forgive and forget many of the difficulties and mistakes and to see with a
kindly eye that which is possible and that which is feasible.

I now tell you that when one hovers over the land of Israel - and hover one does
since one goes by air and descends from the skies towards the soil -~ it is only
natural for the Hebrew Scripture to cry out to one from the earths In the story of
Adam, it says that God told man he should "till the earth and subdue it"., The first
thing that strikes one as one comes into the land of Israel is the tremendous effort
being made by men and women who are wrestling with the earth and trying to subdue it,
all too often a barren and rocky soil. The Jews found an exhausted and tortured
land, defeorested, deroaded and they have tried to restore it and in most instances
they have succeeded brillantly.

I am accustomed to the wide sweep of the great prairies of the Middle ilest, and
the mountains and valleys of Oregon, To me, therefore, the struggle with the land
in Israel seemed - because of the limitations of the soil and water - even more heroic
than the efforts of those who first created the commornwealths of our great Far West.

Israel is a land of tradition. One can hear the voice of the Prophets, - Amos,
Isaiah, Hosea = crying out against evil and shouting aloud "I, the Lord, hate in-
justice with robbery™., One cannot see Amos and Isaish, but one can hear their voices
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in a country which has been built into a democracy unexcelled arywhere in its zeal
for justice and human equality, unique in that part of the world where Israel, a
small land, is trying to establish a new and redeeming culture. In fact, Israel is a
fair oasis in the great social rubble of the Near East.

There are no mendicants anymore in Israel. There are people in huts, there are
people in scanty clothes, people with no money, meager food. But there are no beggars.

It is a land of tradition, as I said, but it defies the past where the past has
not served unswervingly the ideal of Israel, It is a land of unflinching and pitiless
piety, but also a land of volatile scepticism, It is a land of the Viest grappling
with the East., It is a land of hope within the narrow scope of its land space and
within the much narrower scope of its short history since it was proclaimed a nation
by the United Nations of the world,

I sometimes think of Byron's poem in this connection in which he says of the Jews:

UTribes of the wandering foot and weary breast;
H ow shall ye flee away and be at rest?

The wild dove hath her nest;

The fox, his cave;

¥ankind, their country;

Israel, but the grave."

That may be true of millions who have died during the Viar, It may still be true
of those millions of flotsam and jetsam I spoke about, aided by the Joint Distribution
Committee, groping for a haven of rest and a place of their own, but it is no longer
true of those who are taking part in the restoration and resurrsction of ihe land of
Israel.

More than all the rest put together, it is a "land of milk and honey". When I
say that, I don't mean that there is plenty in Falestine, Physical plenty does not
exist. They could have had it if they had not taken in hundreds of thousands of im—
migrants who were brought there by the Joint. mﬂbutlon Committee and helped there
by the United Palestine Appeal, The Govermment of Israel has kept its gates wide
open to the poor cf the world, to the dispossessed of the world, In doing so, it has
increasingly demanded of its own people the strictest discipline, heavy taxes -
heayior Tar than we can impose on ourselves. Yet it is a land flowing with milk and
boney. It is the milk of great humanity and the honey of a tremendous energy. It is
true that a man does not sit alone there under his vine and under his fig tree, but
he sits crowded in with those who have come to live with him and in many respects to
live off him. No matter what their religion, or the religion of the men and women
who were there, is, they all bow down to "Horachamon®, the All-merciful. Honey there
is in plenty, the honey of industry and honest toil,

I spoke in the beginning of the command "Till the earth and subdue it"., One
sees that from Beersheba to Dan, one sees also the great, enormous piety of a humanity
which has risen ahove prayer, which has risen above ritual, and which will rise to
such heights that in the days to come you and I in our lives and in the lives of our
children will witness the resurrection not only of a land pitifully impoverished by
years of tyrarny and neglect but also of a people rising in their strength toward
salvation for themselves and honor for all humanity through their effort, through
their zeal, and through their faith.

And that is in general the picture which one takes away from the land of Israel.
I shall tell you more when by God!s will I shall return, but in the meantime I send
you my blessing, my prayers. I thank you very much,
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