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lj 4/1/43 

Caba]' 

1. In history of human mirrl, two differing attempts to grasp meaning of 

world ani li£e. One -- through our intellect, which characterizes the Jew am 

the Greek. The other -- is a leap, a storming of heaven by our hearts - - DV'sticism. 

These two attempts have disliked and competed vith each other -- claimed 

sovereignty and denied validity of the other . Qu.ite obviously, they supplement 

each other. They negate each other in method, bu:t cannot deny. We switch from 

one to another - - activity in one is a form of rest from the other. 

2. To obtain value from e1 thor one, you !IDlSt! stand inside it, and not be an 

outsider. Unfriendly critics cannot understand . We understand only what we love . 

Rationalist critics of Cabala never know it. And ~stlcs cannot approach rational 

science with. a superior attitude. 

Cabalistic notion of God 

1. Inner side..... .. , b P II -- utterly unknown -- close to Doga tive theology 

of neo-Platonists and Rambam. Beyond our tbinlang __ also beyond. our intuition 

or s,ympathetic guessing. 

2. Outer side - - the living God , who becomes so through the acts of Craa tion, 

Revelation, etc. There 1s _DO ,'0 1-' . in the B:i.ble or any living religion __ 

it is relegated to the "wise men". The • o II becomes God when it turns toward 

Creation -- as 1.5 described in Gen. 1. And. the e..'rterna1 creation in the 

phenomenal world is only a veil over the real creation which took place in God. 

This creation in God takes place in 10 SU(~CeSSiV8 n"iIt!lo . (Similar 

:!ioun:i to "sphere" is pure accident.) What the Sej~irot are is the very heart 

of the Cabala. 

·. 



Is. 33:7 

I" 

Is. 6: 7 

, , i1 

Gen. 6:4 
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D , II 
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oan::ilestick 

Ps. 68 :18 

Ps. 104:4 

~ 

series of concentric circles 
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~ a.l1I1os~ as inscrutable 
as C .. itself . 
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4/1/4) 

The first thing 1n Cabala 1s an emphasis on , ... ords in their own right as if 

they had a meaning of their own, separate trOll the ideas. Kagie feels that 

powers and potencies exist in the proper words. Logos -- verbum Dei. Words are 

beings &1XI entities __ symbols of a greater reality, hidden. 

Reality of heaven and earth is onl,y • second reality -- important only to 

geologists and chemists. Deeper reality 1s reality of words ~hereb,y world came 

into being. 

There are two possibllities, tor connection of two worlds __ either Platonic 

(which says world of creation is copy of flawless pattern in the ideal -- one is 

COPT 01' archetype) or one 1s at work as.king the other - - one awakens and brings 

to ere. ticD. 

Cl-eation points to secret world that can be penetra.ted onl¥ bY. faith. 
~'- 0 f--ri,.---... 

The secret world does not consist of the D. 'I1:a , D""'! of R'mba·, for 

these belong to the lower world. This secret world 1s the secret life of God 

in action. 

What we call creation (cosmogony) points to the secret world (theosophy), 

knowledge of which is forb1dden by traditional Judaisa. But they are two sides 

of the S8Jlo8 coin - cosmogony is set of symbols telling what is happening in 

secret world. 

'lheosopby 1s doctrine undertaking to tell of' secret life of God in action 

aS5WD8S that God moves from primal condition of 1"., of being utterly closed 

to the condition of life, a secret life which the theosophists can 6ee, which 

life bas effects on the state of the created world.. These heartbeats of God's 

life are called Sefirot. 



( 4 ) 

God, as he is before Creation, when he 1s still ,'0 ,'I'M , is not 

mentioned often, even in lobar. But he becomes n living God. 

The D·. emerges from its biddenness am becomes the living God, 'Whose 

secrets and activities are revealed to us through the Sefirot, which are so 

many potencies and areas of God's creative power. 

;I,.J:" '"1!1D - - 22 letters and .first 10 integers tell how creation took 

place through them. And Sa:firot took on, from meaning numbers, a whole series 

of meanings. The term Sefirot never mentioned. i.n Zohar - ... areas, stages, lights, 

crowns, sides, eta. All these terms mean certair.1 successive phases in the 

unfolding secret of God ' s life. These secrets revealed nowbere better than 

in the words of the Torah, and so there 1s manipulation of -words . 

Creation fakes place in God first - - then the cosmogony is a second.ary 

mirroring of that terrific crisis taking place in God -when the 0·11; begins 

to wrench itself and turn toward creation. 

When the a-. turns , from its 1'ullness., tow."rd creation, it becomes 

first of all notbingness, 1!! - and from this 1 "M things now _ the 

:I,'P 2i into the n":J, • etc. 



( s ) 

4/7/43 

There are great enemies and doubters of the Zobar -- Graetz and ".,. 

but these are great because they understood., even though di.sa.greeing. 

Cabala contains mysticism) hence opposed by Maskilha. 
m,ythicism ) 
magic ) 

First Three Sefirot 

I. ,,,,,,, In, _ corresponding divine n.aae = ;\9:\1& 

nothing 1~~ 

aura - ,.,. 

w111 -- 1'1' 

Tha t aspect of God in which the DW8ter1.ous wrench or turn from utter 

closedness 'D"no' D"nD toward creation takes place . That point of decision 

is called I'. - - nothingness. The divinity <ff it is ~'" • • the future -

The :image of it 1s ,·'11 -- the great aura . This point of turn1ng toward 

creation is called creatic ex nihilo. Another nalne for it is Primal Will -- , n, . 

II. ~ 

Image = point in center of aura . Either by itself, or in combination 

with next sefir_ BiDa, it 1s embodied in first word n""'~. 

Another isge is well . fountain. which gushes .forth out of the 1 " lie • 

The emergence of the point or the gushing forth of the well is the 

beginn1ng of the creative power . It 1s the appearance of the idea of creation 

within the divine will, and. therefore called :lD~n I which is the thought 

withlD the 1''' ' 

It is :n,p, , the tip of the Yid. Also called the father. the 

~stica1 &::len. Divine name is Yod. 



nr.~ 

·Pa1ace __ '1:».;1, n·2 , which 1s bu.i1t c1ut of the primal point, wbich 

is the seed-plot of all creation. The stream hegins to flow . 

Human thinking can here put questions -- the first two are still 

within the a-It. But here the sO'"..ti.ng of the seed takes place in the palace. 

The image here is the mother, receptacle -- as the point is the father . 

Divine name 1s :1, D't;,'lM. The words D"it'!a .,:1 1I.".,:a are to be 

understood with O":t'l." as object the po'Wer of :tll:ln in the ,.M created 

D't:t'l.". The subj ect is the ,". moving toward creati.on. 

These three const! tute the preamble to the other 7, which are in the 

daylight and represent the ? days of creation -- :not in chronological succession, 

but in sense of wor k- units . Espec1.a.lly important are 4 , 5 , 6, s . 

Sholom pp. 213- 216 



( 7 ) 

"' '1 MS unknown subject (first setir.:!), which created D9 ;''l. , 

as object, (third .etira). 

Zobu is the second. sefi.ra -- which is the father, the seed, the point, 

which enters the others and spreads . 

no surpr ise about use of word ., ~ 

It 1s not creation out of nothing but extension of point. 

First word. n 9 .. ,l is second, set1ra. 

( the third sefira is the palace l the beginn1ng -- Ilin'K~"W 
( where you can begin to ask 
( quest~ons ) 

the second and third sefirot go togetber 

there were shaped - - 1 P nn. 

The house becomes impregnated by the point and 1s made ready for 

habitation __ then oalled D.~?M , which is name of third sarira. 

the letters of the alphabet are the seeds 

all letters from n to " = n-. -- a9C,l'OJ ,, - . 

whole vor ld is cont.a.1ned in 1\'. 
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he engraved __ ""~1 

(royal patent) through the will _ Mn"'D., ·,:1 
through fiat of the D-. the world 1s created _ ( note , 

and the O-M. becomes creative himself 

color -- 1 '" 
T-

in divine aura - higher heaven 
which is symbol of first safira 

light, f l ame __ lit' "I' l 

arose -_ p .. " 

within - _ " 

se-erst __ instead of ."",D read ItS.,o 
T T· 

smoke 

(Golsm) shapeless - - 11:1)'1'\:,) 

inserted 

in the ring of the divine aura 

r ed - PE~O dark - - aD". 
T 

lIbi te -- .,!.!! 

assumed a def inite shape (yardstick) -_ Mn"W~ ""1" 
__ M,:\:lM'7 inf o 

-- - cRI:/lI>'rl': 
~·'Y":J.3-"n 

it made -- '~l. to shine , radiate 

well , fountain --

from which -- :1"'''0' dipped, poured forth 
this 1s 

-_ ,,:J,utM hithpa 

downward 
• "'tb"'k'h 

Mnn~ 

its - :1.~.~ broke tbrough -- Pf.' aura 

through the impact 

for that reason - - p, 1" ~ ~, shone through __ ., ., ~ ~ beyond 

lobar stands for second Sefira struck v., 
"'t:)D' 

- ... 1·~~!I 

aura ""'#~ touches and _hl ch doesn ' t touch the 
emerging point 

and then 

made for i tsell 

spreads out 

n"'l , .. ~! 

for its glory -- :1" ::' f. "~ 

tfWE/J'Ut secotxl point __ n"WM, 

there in the palace -- 1 tin : tI ! 
in order to procrea te __ :1:!! , 4t( ; 

silkworm -- :1Q.. l!!'!' "YQ,' 
hides -- "!)'l'Iti, 

" ~ " 



( 9 ) 

5/5/43 

I , 90 

God 'Who creates arxl man who is created is not unequivocal. There 

are many k1n:ls of Gods. In -spite of , ,n" thera are mall3' gods . 

Also the man created is not one -- there 1& upper man am lower -­

there is und~!'erent1ated. man- wOlll4l'l . 

Many Gods 

a"iI'lItl is architect in .service of RD')h -- called. upper mother 

D·~~. is female in God . AndrollfllQUS. Called Sheehinah belovo 

God spoke to God (male to female) and light was crated (0":\'111'1) C"j1'1tt .,eM" 

Thus all edifices arose in the way of ",-,,,s. , ernuence of divine mala 

utterance . 
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5/12/4) 

'. Love and Suffering 

Yankind. is a. single organism, and the sufferings of SOll:le purge the other-s . 

Love runs from disaster to sublimity. 

Zobar has served as a?pD .", for many things condemned in Judaism --

so has a great doctrine of' love . Two shall be as one -- one 1s not just an 

undifferentiated unity, but is an integr ation - - and so God is an integration 

of male and female . 

Love is powerful motif' in Ilij'"Sticism - classic text is a".v'OI ,,,w . 

Eros is motif t from highes t to lowest. 

1"i1n D.W"p -- the .ay to do it is to make love properly". 

God (the one) is found onl;y in the one (Israel) . 

Man joining nth woman wLt.h. int.ent to sanctify, is then called complete -- one . 

Suffering (l) ,', #l 

One must suffer for tbe other -- this is trans-ethical, unjust . 

9)11' 1HI' " 

Just as the arm is the organ which bas to suffer to cure the rest of 

the body (through blood- letting), so certain ones have to assume suf'fering 

£or all mankind. -- aDd this is true religious genius -- Isaiah 53 . 

(C!. blood- letting in Poland) 

( When God wishes to bring cure to the world, he makes to suffer one p .,1: . 
( 
( ~:"w'D ~"nD .,., 
( 
( We can never reooncile ourselves to this. 
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/ , 
I Oct. 15. 1941 

1s t and earliest -_ Comm... on Mishna 

2nd (lIOat ~rtant) tHsbMh Torah 

set self to replace Talaud. 

Seta down in brevity entire Jewish law. 14 chapters ,. lod Hachazakah. 

This 1s Jewish. Here be 1s rabbinic Jew. 

Jrd and last -- NOrah Nebuchim (neo-Plutonic) ~.tlonallst. 

Acceptable to us beca.use he attacks the Law, and we are laq an:! don't 

observe law ourselves. 

(two SEPARATE LOBES OF ONE WIN) 

Be discusses prophecy in all three. Aa. ratlonalut, prophecy is with.in 

gra.p or an lieD. As a religious Jew, only the God-inspired aDi not the 

intellectual rationallit can have the girt. 

1) o'p,,, ""OV and p~n p,. on Chap. 10 of Sanhedrin in his 

l!ishna COIIIlIIOntary contain reforonc., to prophocy. (Arabic) 

2) First book ot Mishnah Torah is philosophy __ is • kind of Moreh. 

First chapter ot first book conta:!no 'OlIO prophecy. (Hebrew) 
_ t ~ _'-<.. 

3) IIoroh - chap. 32-48. book __ r1 (Arabic) 

---
Th. Hebrew 1s Arab15ed. In transl.& ting, the translation is twisted to 

adjust to tho ~ge being translated. Mjni,,'II' object of course is to 
" ! _ -"-<- t-..z. ~ 

1.am this ribonoUc Hebrew. 

Required Heading _ Historr of lied. Jewi,h Philosophy L Huzik. 



( 2 ) 

Oct. 16. 1941 

Yigdal is poetic paraphrase of II. 13 Principles. The 6th deals with 

prophecy (there are propbets) arxl 7th (unique prophet was Moses). This 1s 

enc:Uy parallel to 6th and 7th articles. 

'1'0· n~~~~ :"b~ ,~n 
Aristotle 

~ Greek wIn'IS" n1's is Hebrew translation ~ Arabic 
.f I +. 

first intellignece ;..t - L 0 ~ I I[.;istotle e i d 0 ~ (Form) 

/J -HI'" J ~~.,.,...... Plato ide • 
~ UuM -"t.--. ~ .. • . l' ..,..,.,'(""('''1 

?:lna c to behold. as m;yst os beheld Eleusynian mysteries, as 
~ 

mathamitioians behold the ideal ~ pure Neo-Platonism. His is 

contemplative religiosity -- not that of living and doing. 

Be is describing how a man can achieve prophecy through contemplation. 

This is pure Greek -- not Jewish. Strange to find this in Mishnah Torah. 

Read 7. 8. 10 

Philosophy ~ as represented by Nec-Platonism, its sole interest being a 

religious interest, and its highest object the supra_rational (that which lies 

beyond reason and beyond reality), must be a philospphy of revelation. 

Three essentials of a ~rmanent religious foundation were lacking in 

Neo.'Pla tonism: 

1. lacked a religious founder. 

2. could not tell how the state of inward peace and blessedness 

could become permanent. 

J. had no means to win those not endowed with one speculative 

faculty. 



( J ) 

Oct. 22, 19'1-1 

H. attempting to make out of a poor little sectarian group, a place in 

the :forefront. Does this by marrying Judaism to phllosopb;y -- B,nd not a1 tog.ether 

successful. Constant friction between traditional rabbinism and Greek pbilosopqy. 

Aristotle started with two virtues -- intellectual (dianoet1e); moral. ethical. 

Aristotle loved the theoretic and contemplative -- even defined God as thinking. 

This bias in favor or contemplative is greatly increased. by Neo-Platonists --

who withdrew into tlij"sticism.. 

Aristotle is Platonist three_quarters of the way __ only he is enough of a 

real'ist to say that the Ideas does not exist only in the realm of Idea, but in 

the concrete form of expression. 

In llaimonid •• 

111' 7:l'11 = moral 
(virtue.) 

(rational) (diano.tic) 

This is a non_Je'Wish d"istinction which Maimonides .makes under Aristotelian 

inflUence. 

Thus prophet 1s he whose greatest vu-tue is n'''~!1'', contemplation, 

intellectualism, asceticism -- who of course is a decent fellow (11"';9D n"'D), 

but this is only incidental. 

The Jewish stresses the doing, not the mere beholding or contemplating 

of God. 

What about \ He admits that the prophet 1s one degree higher than philosopher (who is 
the poor 
Jew who onlY immortal person because be has assimilated eternal truths). This is 

lived a go~ 
ethical lif ... \hiS compromise with Judaism. 



( 4 ) 

Oct. 23. 1941 

Philosophy -- reasonably good contemplation is prophecy. 

Religion -- only God can bestow tile gift of prophecy. 

(Moses 1s epitome -- lI19tapb;yslclsm + t'avorlte .or God.) 

8, J - We are to believe Moses, not signs; especially not people who 

advocate the overthrow of law of Moses ani perforas miracles to insure 

his place as a valid prophet in order to continue this advocation. 

(Esp. J. C.) 

Be trlVial.iz8s Whole business ot nD'O &; 1'1"1. 

Since ve believe in n "1M only because Moses has oommanded us to, 

boW' can we believe in the n'ltlt of a man (Jesus) who comes to deny 

the law of Moses? 

9, 5 - 0., 'lbM D",:a, ill)). _ how 1s that meant? 



( 5 ) 

'A~O~ ;.oiL, Ii 1 .9-'- .. , ..--
Oct. 29, 1941 

Tenth chapter of Hisba. Sanhedria _ p;on p, D 

Read Schechter -- Sb.ldies in JUdaisa, vol. It "Dopa". 

Jews have doglll., not rigid. 1ik. Christiana because JWB are born Jews, 

and Chr1&tians bacooe Christians b.r conver.ion. 

'Ibe 13 D"'P, are brief statements of the p'1n p,,, , which is the earliest 

statement of dogma. So in his Mishnah Torah, h. gives a long essay on this p, tI 

Her. ,p" 15 called ". ' . (do_) Do_ 1& a_thing you balio •• 

that you can't provo (cynicsL and profound det1n1tion). ,.J ' • 
Ria view of propbecy could l)2t be 1101"'8 Don-Jewish _ 

1 .. / > 
.,.,10 ;'1 n, n _ 

the active intellect. ",...'9;\ ;:1 tnt is the di'9"1ne ILind vork:1Jlg on our human 

1IIind. The junction brings propheq. 

imaginative faculties 

senses 

pure :mind, dis.bodied 

rtn,p ""'1' __ occult mystic book of 9th C. -- false anthropoaorphlsm 

Mo5es' prophecy d1ffll,"' from all prophecY in four respects: 

1. Moses spoke direct to God 

2. }I..oses can prophesy" awake (1 .... in • rational state). 

). &S88 doesn' t losa strength ancl become weak or f'rlgbtened 

during prophecy. 

4. ~ses can receive prophecy at w1.l.1 __ other prophets go years 

without receiving ,~, Divine Logos 

One cannot compel. propheey even by intending 1 t and 'Wring st1)nnl1 like 

music or ecstatic dancing. Prophecy is arbitrary choice -- this is Jewish 

traditional side. 



( 6 ) 

Garfinkle -_ Eight Chapters of Ma1monides on EtlU.cs 

D"P" :1)'1)W 

curta.1n or vell betveen human and divine intellect --:11 ., nl) 

&ses saw God through only ODe clear V&,U 

l ~-f.~iC .. 
c..#' ..... ~" 

(sllah a man 1s - ) contentment 

Aristotel1An REASON "" 

psychic predisposition - nl,:;,n 

not virtues (l.e. mean) 

difficult to understand, unreasonable -- p"n,n 

Anger and sorrow prevent man from prophsoy-. 

Only :Inn" , '''0 can mn prophesy. 

6 p?n P,g 

pure intelligence in lunar sphere­

trans. from Arabie _ Syriac _ Greek 

mind creating ro ' pontious 
active intellect ) --

emanates 7'0 , 

(Vol. 1, Schechter - Essay on dogma) dOgm& 

n'''''''n1 n,""," 

proof 

in passing 

exaltation -- n,,",n:t 

veil 

(both imaginative & sense) faculties 

apprehension 

urges, drives 

and other Verses __ ,n'l'T' 

dlfflcul t, subtle D" P' 

Decessar,y basic introduction, preamble n,1 n 

existenoe __ n , M .. :s D 



'l'1 P'!l - ":Ie p'1n 

( 7 ) 

Ilov. 12, 1941 

)------

prophecy __ as 1ntell.etual perception 

strength of its manifestation 

Three views on prophecy, as three views on creation 

1. tradi t10nal view cre.tic ex nihilo 

2. philosoJ;hors (I.ristoU.) -- world always as it is now 

J. aiddl. view (Pl.ato) -- Thore va •• li~f!, but. tho godhead shaped 

and guided. (n-&u) 

1. orthodox - God chooses whom he ~t8 as prophets, not philosophers 

but genius. 

2. philosophers il ",D is schooled in philosophy and contemplation 

he can ria! by own effort to prophecy_ 

3 . intermediate -- con:lit1oD s1ne qua non 15 metaphysical schooling, 

(tools, ignorant) 

but this does not necessarily compel prophecy. 

God stUl clecid.s by act ot , a n who is selected 

out of those wbo have prepared themselves. 

pagans without any diviDe revelation _ D"Mng 
at all (J, I, M) 

philosopher a," 

ignorant, illiterate 7~O 
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View I 

Only condition for traditional prophet is that he be good, ethical --

View II 

Philosoph~cal or naturalistic 

Prophecy attains to man 9J:tJl, not through 'Dn of Gcd. 

potential. -- n~ 

actual _,_ 'J Y!l 

practice _ "D'7 

temperamental impedime~t - 11' D y'l 1 D 

When a potentiality exists in a spec1es , the actualization of that does 

not have to ~k8 place in every member of the species, but it ~ take place 

in some . 

philosophically untrained -- .,~O 

Vi"" = 
Middle 

Exactly like that of philosophers' (man MUst be fitting and must have 

prepared himself) -- except, it 1s not inev'1table that be will prophesy, 

because God may stop him. And this is like a _miracle (which M. doesn't like 

because they disturb the natural order). 

scribe and amanuensis of Jeremiah -- "",:J t ~ ", l 

dream 

after proper examination 

what took place .. - It''n,'~ 
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Even though the Israelite mass at Sinai all heard God, not all at them 

were prophets, because they bad not gone through one metapqysical schooling. 

early Tranitio Midrash to Exodu5 

Balachic Mldrash on Leviticus 

• II " Numbers, Deut. 
T 

K'!)O . .. 

First two commandments, being matters of demonstration, are not exclusively 

for the prophet, but all can wxierstand thua by innate reasoning power. '!'bus, 

even if all people beard the first two clearly, they were not necessarily 

prophets. The rest were beard clear~ onlY qy Moses who transmitted them 

to one people. 

authoritative tradition (requiring DO proof) 

social approvals (in regard to conventional 

truths, morals etc.) springing not from 

demonstration or proof, bence called probables. 

General.ly, a common belief. 

rational, demonstrable, tangibles. 

Something conceived, the 1ntellect~ 

D 1t1D 1 HID 

He calls the other eight cOl!!JM:ncirnents only probables _ not demonstrable 

like the first two which are perceivable by the intellect (n17:n11n ) . 

is monstrous. It is the dramatic tension. 

clearly distinct intelligible letters __ nH'DVl n1"n1lt '1'~0I~ 
..). tf,..,wf, , 

Midrash Shir-baShirim. __ n"In 12:""1) 

'11P created ad hoc for special occasion __ ~,~:J,., "?1POl 
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Nov. 26, 1941 

He calls Hoses ''''1 ?:lO 'l:Jl to ward orf the claims of Jesus, am 

also to set up a Creuzbegrif'f of prophet. 

Onkelos - - ..:hen God speaks to Moses translation is .."ord for 'Word . 

- - when God speaks to people Onkelos interpolates c"1' P 1 tI • 

Onkelos received t.his from R. El.ieter and R. Joshua . 

Chap. J5 

Four d1tterenoes between Moses and other prophets repeated 

4) Mos.s at an,y time 

J) Moses cah am not trambling or taint 

1) Moses awake and starxling up 

2) Moses without intermediary of 'l"D;1 I;o) v or angel 

homo1'\Ylll -- same word used for wo __ p, Itl 

things ~here there is essential difference. 

Even ~..oses· miracles are super-miracles , as well as his ;n~01 

being d1tferent. 

(sapIa, open statellJant - no indirection -- ;") ;"I ;"I' S '11 ) 

Hoses ' nracles performed before everyone _ not only limited group. 
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Nov. 27, 1941 

Prophecy occurs for a'll prophets, except ¥.oses, through the ""g:t 7!)W 

operatjmg on the imagination. Moses does not need this. He is in a class 

by himself in his :n Vli1 and in his 

public before friard and. enemy alike, 

I1'M '1g:l ,which are performed in 

sUJ r ::: ... .J,.' 
not just before a. small group. Ma1mon . 

is bere hinting that aU others are just illusions whioh can fool a few. 

only ~ few reported on them 

(This reflects on the integrity) 

In 2 K 8, 4..5 king has to inquire about the miracles of resurraction --

only a few kneW' of it __ so there is possibility of fraud. 

~~ses perrormed his miracles even bsfore the inimical Egyptians. 

But he que:stions Joshua and Elijah. 'llli.e is very spurious reasonillg. 

It is shaky. He won't grant that Joshua stopped. the sun __ he says that it 

was a longer day than usual, etc. 

something excessive, superlative _ :n'lgn 

Hoses is ill '79 i1 in both 

Chap. 36 -- important 

Truth of prophecy and its whatness __ Latin liquidity" 

abstract noun of "what1" 

essence, reality (not only truth) llnCIII 

Prophecy:is the e~na·t1on from God througb the mediation of the "l,.,gi1 '1!1W, 

on the strength of the intellect first of aJJ., then -upon the faculty of imagination, 

and this is the decisive part. 
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Dec . 3 . 1941 

For Rambam to admit that most important factor in prophecy Is iltl1Di'1 n:l 

is interesting. It is an admission that the saures or inspiration is ' !lID , 

an emanat"ion from the godhead. The iune", n:::! t imagination, is quite a 

bodily factor , depeIKient on structure of brain, etc. -- and this is a change 

from the strictly' intellectual approach to prophecy. 

lllIagination is corporeal faculty , depending on the senses . 

The perfection of the corporeal faculties depencls on: 

1) quality of the mixtUres of the organ w~ich bears the imagination 

2) <],ua.llty of proportion 

3) purity of the matter 

If the organ is itnperfect, you cannot make up any lack through ill jT M l , 

human guidance., This means that a poet has to be born -- be can be made, 

perhaps , but to be good be must be born . 

The organ whose complexional a1xture is bad from the beginning - .. the most 

that guidance can do 1s repair somewhat its health __ but cannot lift him up to 

the heights. If something is, however, int:r:1nsically wrong, it cannot be repaired. 

in remembering the sense perceptions -- C" ~ 1nn:t ., ' :lT tI 

combination 

free play of D:1 . :;, in. remembering 

Prophecy is mainly- a higher from. of dreams, resulting from the V!l" 

working on the ill) 1 tI;'I n ::;) . 

Are the subjects of 19'1n ll " and these two -- il K':!.l and. o ,'1n 

vary- only in degree not in kind -- dream is 

1/60 of prophecy. Things different in 

cannot be compared. (like man and horse) 

identical __ 1W' '' tt 1 ' tlS, 
insufficient power ., , S P 

can see things so clearly that one actually ilD' Di1 n:l 

thinks be is seeing the real! ty from outside. 
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Dec. 4, 1941 

1) Essence of his brain at time of birth mu.st be in perfect good 

proportion. 

2) He has studied so that brain develops rrOll potential to actua~. ~.l..,.....~ 
~ ~I " .-:t:JJ( 

J) He possesses moral virtues ot the Aristotelian mean. Dlv~tio't'.t. .t! ~~.:t:r, 

on sense of touch __ which 1s considered. very an1malic. (:&1. himself 

was almost .scet1c~) 

He says bumans are 11k" an:1mals -- either domestic or vUd. 

Three conditions of prophecy 

Perfection or intellectual raeultr through studr 

PerfecUon of imaginative faculty at birth 

Perfection of moral virtues 

Since the imaginative racultr is corporeal and hence affected ~ bodily 

81DOtions -- grief, anger, etc. -- projlhecl will also be affected by these 

things. Grief of some stunning and depressing blow - - not tragic grief of 

Jeremiah. 

" Prophecy ceased. in Golos because of the intense suf'fer1ngs ... 111eh depressed 

the iaagination. c...n there- be any more terrible con:iltlon than tor people to 

be enslaved to ignoramuses ani 1ecbersl 
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Dec. 10, 1941 

Chap. 16 

~"." ."w 

disembodied Intelligence presiding directly over the world. 

Neither intellectual nor moral perfection b.f themselves will make a 

prophet -- but there must be included perfection in the imaginative faculty. 

in its original fom. The i1tl"!);' nO, must be perfect from its formation __ 

i.t cannot be cult1.vated. 

Perfect~on of bodily faculties (inoluding ~l!:1nat1on) depends on good 

complexion of organ bearing it (heart), on good proportion and on purity of 

its matter. 'There is no way of making up lack of good. brain through guidance, 

for guidance can only Qelp in bad brain a little but cannot develop its full 

potentisl1t1es. 

Imagination is greatest When the faculties are at rest. Then ,!)w flows 

over it and inspires dreams and prophecies. Dream is the unripe prophecy. That 

which occupies our mind when we are awake, acts on the subconscious when we 

sleep, and this operation of the '?Y'l!li1 '?~W produces dreams and prophecy. 

All the eugenic daterminants of good brain have to be present __ then 

learning can begin -- then moral upbringing. Potential prophet must be 

interested in knOwing source of existence, must be ascetic (especially abnegating 

the sense of touch). 
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Dec. 17. 1941 

Part of cosmic scheme, which up to Copernicus, consisted of series of 

concentric spheres, presided over by IlIlmaterial Intelligences (known 

picturesquely in Bible as Angels). 

( 1) Earth, lOllrest sphere, presided over by • !):'i VI' 

( 
( Next to earth 4 elements perishable -- change. 
( 
( 5) Lunar sphare - - actually same as earth, or controlling it. 

2-8) Seven planetary spheres -_ each presided overby 

Eaeb one concentr~c. 

9) Fixed Stars 

10) Day sphere __ includes them all, moves all others in courSe of its 

24-hour revolution. 

All spheres aspire toward godhead in love, and he moves the universe, 

unmoved himsel.f'. 

Each spbere is living thing - - of which the soul is the 

It bas thought and. desire and love £or godhead _ and motion produced by- this 

love is most perfect motion -- the circle, which is JUiYstieal figure. Spheres 

move in circles because circle is best figtU'e for body motivated by love of god. 

In infinite universe any point is center -_ St. Augustine says the center 

1s everywhere and the circumference nowhere . Emerson writes essay on Circles __ 

calls circle highest symbol in Cipher of the world. 
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Dec. 18, 1941 

h Greek and 1'Il8d . mind saw beauty in the finite. The infinite a ssumes new 

value with Copernicus. Defined world of hierarchical pattern with ten spheres 

moving in circles (which is matllematical proj ection of unending love) has man 

in the center~ Jesuits tortured Galileo because he was displacing this ordered 

system and proving the infinite.. MAn was being thrown out of order into 

disorder. That which 1s ordered and shaped and has Gestalt is the only 

concei"vable thing to the Greek mind -- where things stay put. 

2. Idea of ineJlt and. mechanically dead matter is foreign to them.. The 

spheres wers alive and (.Read chap. on Fecbtner in James' "Pluralistic Universe") 

.full of desire . What is their thought? Of a Per fect Being. Am their desire? 

To be like this, and to move in a circle foilowing the Perfeet Being. 

(intro. t o Buzik) 

From the godhead the f'irst '1''l' ?~i' is emanated. Neo-Platonism is 

" :U~~iruI. o~ emapa1tlon • . <:I God is so rioh that he overnows, so he gives without ,gt . tz;.. - ~~~ 
envy .. (i.e. the sdn). 7'll is Immaterial, separated .from matter .. -

projects its awn Intelligence and also af£ects the next lOwer __ a.nd. so 

on down. The body of the first I;l W is the diurnal -- beyond which there is 

nothillg -- down through the planetar:r, etc .. -- down to the • 
!) 01 w , upon which 

is converged the influence of all the • 1 Vl • 

• What does the 9:1 W do to the sphere over which it presides? It gives 

form to matter, i . e. makes things develop from the potential to the actual. 

• The reasoning power in 1'Ilan is brought to flower by the action on it of the !)i'1 VI' . 

Anything is matter in comparison to bigher stage and fOrlll in comparison to 

lower stage . The imposition of form on matter 1s the process of actualizing 

the potential. 
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An agent is neces~ary if something is to pass troll potent1a.l to aetual. 

1'b.e agent must be of the Sal!!e type as that upon which it is acting. 'That 

",b.1ch gives form IDUSt be an lm:Daterial Form itself. 'The agent o£ the mind 

is • full grown mind, called the !I:I. W • 

. ?'W 7:1':'1 :'1 M.Sllb' , ,,'7':11 :I, u: :1'''01 11'1') 
Aristotle 

Posterior Analyticaj De Anima. 

Aristotle 

Proof 15 by derivation. But there are two poles __ sensation, 

sn.rp ~ first prineiples, both of .bleh nead. no proof -_ all proof 

moves vi thin these poles. 

1) IndivUlual gradually acquire. l.arning __ at first knows nothing. 

then proceeds to :l3 p li1 7 :lW (aequired mind) . 

2) Aristotle maintains that m:ini as such cannot grow. Locke says 

nothing in intellect that wasn ' t first in the sensation. The mini learns 

by comparing sensations . Liebnltz ani:! Ari,stoU. Sly this is nonsense 

that intellect is only in the mind __ always there _ ... never growing. There 

are two lobes -- iil suf'£ering, passive mind. .nd an active creative mind. 

Assumption ot emp1ric~sts that mind grows is talee. A passive mind receives 

sense5 and perceptions, then the creative a1nd appropriates these and acts 

on thea. 
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Jan. 7. 1942 

Prophecy 1s '!UI' -- influence, ef'fluence, overflow. 

The Nec_Platonic conception or the Deity is of a source so rich that 

it overflows -- aId its 99W spreads. 

Form and matter are Aristotelian principles they are relative.... One 

condition May be bothJ depending on perspeetive. Potential 1s matter 

actuallzed it becomes form. Granite 1s matter statue is rom. 

Mini is the capacity for first principles (n",.,., n ' ~'w'n) -- this 

is Nas. Sensaalists say there is nothing in mind that was not first in the 

senses (Locke). Intellectuals say this is true, except for the intellect 

itself. It is insoluble conflict: intellect is presupposed in mind, 8m. 

mind grows and develop. at •• ,.. time. !lind bas two ph •• es -- suffering end 

passive: creative and active. 

'?'Hlit 7:nt arises out of 1l11s dilemma -- in Aristotle it is within 

each man's mind. 

In Mawoni it bas be.n oved up to be th. Intelligenoe of th. lunar 

sphere. 

But point in cOm:llon is that is the giver of forms. 

The !I:I-11' , acting on the properly sensitive, psycho-physical organism, 

produces propbets. It is self_overi'loNing and compels others to overfl,ow. 

-The inspired prophet overflows onto les5e1" men, as the 1!)Q7 from the !) it 'iJ 

overflowed. on him. God is rich and gives away 10 Intelligences; is 

rich and gives away Y!lV]; prophet is rich and gives too. 
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Jan. 8, 1942 

Chap. 38 

~"ll n:J 1.5 added to the '1:1' and ;1Q'b, as prerequisites for prophecy . 

soul, psychieal powers 

physical power 

psycho-physical make_up, predisposition 

InOr'ale , idea of -virtue in death nnlt n9' '97 
a priori 

divining, intuitive faculty ~9Wtl;' ":I 
(complementary to ;'ID1D) 

great preoccupa~ion 

(Cardinal N~wman -- man can arrive at conclusions without 
being aware of intermediate steps of reasoning.) 

The introduction of' the ;'11:],"'"' into the make-up of the prophet 

is Jewish. Up to now, it has bean Aristotelian -_ nO't-] there is also added 

the strength and heroism of" a Jeremiah. 

There is also added the ,,'£10:1"' It il'Ituitive ability to divine the 

future instantaneously. 

Lack of reasons doesn ' t invalidate the conclusions. It doesn' t prove 

them but neither does it disprove th~. The "wt):I n:l 1s that faculty 

which can pierce to just conclusions at once because it has such familiarity 

with the situation J and such a :nnOi1 n:l 

is combina tion of' ',:1.' and. i10'O • Passes through all 

the premises and reaches a conclusion quickly instead of laboriously. 

will to live 

• 109 iIi'i1N 't::J. Ex JJ 12 -- The Jertsh 9gl1. 
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Jan. 15, 1942 

Last half' of cb. 38 is vin:i1cation of ",l"r:'1 n:l , while first half' 

with "":11;1 n:l first in importance. 

Without "'l"'f , however, all you can get 1s violent dervishes . The 

difference bet~een prophet and medicine man is not in intensity of fervor 

The • 
!)1'1 W 1s V."WD first of a U on the ",:1' , then the 31'9 '1' 

passes to the :HP tl How could t ·he nD'b achieve perfection without 

similar perfection obtaining first to "'l" 

l'rue prophet has specially strong ",l' Propbets of third class 

(strong only in nll'D ) have ideas lett over 'Which are erroneous, which 

they think are new. These are deadly errors and not to be hearkened. Only 

the man whose .. , l"f 1s devel oped to highest, and hence whose other faculties 

ar,e developed, is the true prophet. 
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Feb. 4, 1942 

n11:11 nl 1s brought in last, but is obviously most important -- moral 

genius is even rarer than intellectual genius . ;'10'1):"1 n!) is brought in 

reluctantlY, for it is also found in dervishes and madme~ but ~t is indispensable. 

",:11:1 n, ,with which he began and which is his best beloved motif, is the 

one he ends with as the final criterion at end of cb. :3B. lheoretical, abstract 
7 > 

knowledge __ theorem -- beholding truth. Only the one capable of ",:1' will be 

capable of the other n ,n!l • 

Moses had a unique :I" w:t t through which alone he was 'Worthy of calling the 

people to the Torah. No man preceding him ever made such a strong appeal or 

call (~.',p) , nor no man after him. 

The claim is made tha t our Torah is the only Torah -- this is found in all 

four of the great world-historical religions -- Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 

Buddhism, which all have implied in them the' belie!' that each is the only one and. 

will eventually contain all men. 

Rambam talks about perfection of ~orah in Aristotelian terms of a perfect 

Christian! ty requires too much, pagan 

religions require too little. 'The one chastises and fiaggelates; the other 

allows licentiousness. The Torah allows no addition to or subtrac'tion from it. 

Prophet is the statesman in the highest sense. 

Aristotle says man is soc:1.al animal living in polis. Cat iss-social and 

self-sufficient therein doesntt need friends. But all highest qualities are 

brought out by gl"egariousn,ess -- namely, sympathy, etc. 
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Human form, being of highest development, varies greatly in temperament, 

physical shapes, etc. This fact of tremendous variation together with the desire 

fat' community living, makes la14giving indispensable. This requires a. 1. jllD 

Human beings (Kant) -_ can't live with them or without them. Society can be 

put in order only by law. 

temperament, di.sposition -- 1 T tI 

Feb. 11, 1942 

Platonic thought that philosopher shoUld be king, whlle actually untrue, 

is a leaven for th~ hope of man. Shelley invoked this notion likewise. 

Rambam in culminating chapters on prophecy also leans on Plato . Al.farabi, 

Arabic master of Rambam, develops Platonic idea fro~ philosopher to prophet. 

Plato is Greek form. of our Messianic 1O.ea. in this .regard. 

(Difference between Aristotle and Plato __ one is careful, cautious, 

excursive, inductive; other is beholder of ideas. Ari.stoUe studied constitutions 

of 127 city-states; Pla"to brushed them all aside, closed his eyes" and the Idea 

of the city_state OVercame all . ) 

At decisiv'e points Rambam forsakes AristoUe for Judaism t and at points even 

forsakes him for Pl.a.to (namely, bere in cb. 40) 

man is by nature a political arrlmal _ , :::at) ":S~'D 

Need is established for a coercive government 'Where till will have to live 

within a norm. 

In man ths're is enormous varia tioD - .. different men appear to belong even 

to different species. People pull apart and at same time have to be together. 

Therefore strong band of a leader and government necessar,y, make economic laws 

and moral laws -- so that the natural differences are bidden behind conventional 

concurrences. 
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faculty oJ: government, either of -- :tli'1lil n!) 
governing or being governed 

Most men have to be led _ a few are leaders , to whom has been prophesied. 

the ill:'t);"I. These latter are prophets or receptacles of the Law O'D"li1 "''It!. 

next comes enforcer of law, king who accepts the law from tile prophet. False 

prophet. Plagiarist. (Repudisting implicitly the claiJns of I'.ohammedanism. ) 

Feb. 18, 1942 

Distinguishes between terrestr ial state , caring tor mater ial well- being 

of its people; ani governments of a diVine law; and those which are both. 

The <1,,:1 of the ol"<ianary lawgiver 1s to do away with crime , etc. but 

no concern with. spiritual thillgs . This is O. K., but nowhere near enough. The 

lawgivers are of the thi::rd category ( i1'O,n but no "'3' ) . 

God created the world in order to rule it. 

This is culmination of chapters on prophecy __ God is the true head of 

stats . prophet 1s true lawgiver, Torah 1s ideal constitution. At this very 

important point he is not Aristotelian b~t Jewish. 

Again, repetition of ascetic -- veiled polemic vs . Mohamm. Renunciation 

of bodily pleasure.s is criterion for true prophet. Man who indulges in sex 

is a faker. 

Various n"','l) - - with Moses the highest. 

Difference between o,'1n (lower) and i'1M,a (higher) . 

Rambam wards off anthropomorphisms - - God talking to man makes Rambam 

uncomfortable. So the vision is the technic . 



( 24 ) 

Two preliminary stages -- social passion and heroisM to right the wrong 

(}oI".oses , although personally tiIrld); second, the it' ' p i1 n "I, t inspiration, 

Holy' Ghost, Holy Spirit. After these two came various stages in 0''7" and 

:Ut1D. 

In prelim. state are not prophets, Just cl ose. 

J . 4. 5. 6. 7 0"" 
8, 9, 10, 11 :Ul,D 

Feb. 19. 1942 

Possible ~or prophets t o prophesy on various l evels in different stages 

(see above) at different times. 

1st stage -- high courage am ardor in combating evil. But this stage 

doesn't produce prophetic speech -- 1~ only arouses people to point where, 

if they proceed to next stage, they l18y begin to speak. 

2nd stage -- w'l 'Pi1 n" -- any grea t work of the spirit, z .. b . Bagiographa 

not quite equal to actual prophetic books . This n', 1s the '!) W from 

the ,no',,.. 
Even Bsther 'Was written .1"1P :' n,,:.. 
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Feb. 26, 1942 

Summation of Prophecy: 

\'lb.o is prophet? 1) At first, "intellectualist and super-metaphysician. Then 

concession after concession. 2) Poets, dreamers, seers. 3) Heroically courageous 

man. 4) l'..oses __ Plato, true ruler of st8tes, whose function is to train human 

souls for the highest of which they are capable. 

Dialectic: 

Neo-P1.ato~:ic contemplativism -- knowledge is supremely import.ant (ct. Epilogue 

to Walter Peter's Renaissance). Rambam's psbycho_physical bias was toward this 

point of view. He was shrinking-away from lIJB.tter. He put all his religious 

passion into a cognitive attitude (cf. Cardinal Newman's "affable bliss at 

beholding the Eucharist.. II Behold =- theorein.-) 

,y f J,1' 
Traditional Judaism of "Mishna Torah" __ Jewish particularism. 

In "Moreh Nebuchim" Judaism comas out victorious at end, baving won only 

its last battl.e at the end. Purpose of book was to reconcile two impossibles --

but it bad to be attempt..; , Philosophy is not Jewish genius -- yet it bad to be 

tried and it almost S"Ucceeded in evaporating Judaism. True it serv'ed as a great 

leaven while almost killing Judaism • 

.Rambam over-rated in 19th 6., which .,as rationalist century and hence prone to 

see rationalism of Rambam. 'l",w (Samuel David LUZZBttO) wasn't .fooled. He 

was anti-Maimanist. 

Thus the }loreh must be placed in proper parspective -_ all very l~ell to say 

it's neither Jewish nor philosophy ilnd that real Jewish genius is the Siddur, but 

without it Judaism would have remained a parochial religion and through it the 

Jews are brought to the forefront of the medieval world __ so that Aquinas is 

forced to quote the Rambam. 
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Problem of E'viJ.. and Providence 

This is a crucial problem of religion. Ramha m has here also un-Jewish 

views . Leibnitz particularly affected by the H. N. 

Ramhamts solution is not the tragically and heroically sublime one of 

Judaism (world is divided between God not quite omnipotent aOO Jews to whom 

he is allied for the sake of the slow conquest of evil. ) 

His answer is the neo- Platonic one - ... Plotinus: matter is evil, 1s that 

which deflects form, ani keeps US from seeing God plainly. But this is not SO t 

according to AristoUe as well as acc.ording to· Jews. 

Rambs.m is asking why make man the center of the universe, as all moralistic 

religions do . Why "is man and his soul the center, the goal of all cosmic 

stri.ving? Rambam has an infinite sense and doesn ' t limit the universe to man .• 

The God of rel~gion is essentially anthropolllOrphic -_ or at least is concerned 

about the fate of good and evil; while the God of Plotinus is above all that. 

This question of :t Ml 'l1 :t t of whether God is concerned .1th the fate o:! 

itxiividuals -- Rambam says that in re sub-human species God is concerned with 

whole species not ind~vidual . In men, only those whose intelligence brings 

them to God can expect bis help -- that is , a man who is in God and has 

appropriated first pr.incip1'f5s ... ~ be guided by- God -- all others are out 

of luck. 

March 12, 1942 

Matter is bad - - 1s the source of all evil. But who made matter if not 

God? According to Judaism matter is not bad, is the matrix, the atmosphere 

in which the spirit must flourish . Maimuni t in oalumniating matter, f ollows 

neo_Platonists and not even Aristotle -- follo~s own fastidiousness. 

D",,:t 

0"'09,:1 
:t,U :1 e l y 

coming into being _ generatio 

going out of being -- corruptio 
speoifi c form of any partioular species 

--------------------------~~----
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Begins to castigate matter __ says it alone deteriorates while Eorm does 

not. Even Aristotle does not say tha t. This process of D'" 1:1 !ll 'I 0" 'G;1 is 

entirely bad. Mathematical mirxi has fiawlass types urxiestructible __ forms 

perduring; while biologist is in different 'World and sees "the becoming and 

the losing" at work all the' time. In the one, change cannot approach -- bow 

can the Pytbagorian theorem ever be different __ it is, it 1s a type of :1, n . 

This is really Platonic. In the other. change is the permanent fBct Aristotelian. 

"9':1 privation this indicates the struggling process to invest 'With 

form, to get new forms -- this ",:1 is a dynamio push to get what they are 

depri.ved of. Matter is never without this companion. 

Be goes on to compa.r8 matter to a falthl.ess wife __ in the sense that 

matter constanUy taking on .new forms, while wedded to one. 

(cb. T't J Book I -- pg. )4) on ",:1 as one of principles, along with 

form. and matter. 

111,'1 "V·~ -- def'ormity of external appearance. 

Sins are due to matter, while virtues are only attributable to form. 

Deeply un- Je"'-isb to say that eating and drinking are evil -- Jews do not wish 

to be "disembodied souls". World-fleeing, a_scetieally fastidious neo-Platonists 

talk this way. 

To destroy the exqu1t1tii!1 precious substance of the '1~!D through alcohol 

is a worse disgrace than defecating in public, thus violating the convention o£ 

public morality. Latter is merely DO, HID , while former is '1:nHD. 
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4/15/42 

.2 
Rambam's treatment of evil unsatisfactory _ he is Nee-Platonist and 

attributes all evil to the ,bn • The Jewish point of view is that the body 

is pretty good ani not to be blamed. Rambam says evil 1s merely the absence 

of good, and God is not the author of evil. 
pure, divorced from body 

l.mma terial intellect 
(this is nonsense) 

-_ ""i1 '?:lWi1 

Even the D" '11 '71 ,D n , which is composed of ether, restricts the 

apprehension of God. 

When Bible says God 1s surrouooed by cloud, this is not meant 11teralJ.y, 

but cloud refers to our body because we are impotent to oVercome the matter 

and perceive Him. 

Thus, even Mt. Sinai was just an allegory and a vision. 

It I 5 a great slander and calumny on the body. 

O"'l'D - Hutakalle:lpim, philosophers arrl theologians, opponents of Rambam. 

non-being, or ~rivation, absence 

p:ap capacity for a thing 

He says M. cannot imagine ,''Vi'! v11thout thinking of absolute-s. They feel 

that darkness, evil, etc. are absolute things by themselves. We are sympathetic 

with the M. actually. M. say blilxlness and sight are two contraries, and each 

is equally true and real and positive, and blindness is not merely a negation 

or an absence of sight. It's a real thing. Rambam does not agree. He says 

it's a negation, and a negation does not need an active agent. TbeTefore God 

could not have created evil. But this is weak argument. 
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absolutely existing things 

This 1s the only k1rd of ,''9:1 tdl.ich they recognize also, 1 . e . an 

absolute. God creates the ",n as well as the l"!lP 

lolan who removes sight, creates blindness, which is not an absolute state, 

but simply a non-existence, an absence. As:if evil were aDiY the less evil 

whatever name you call it. 

The word IlC,:l is used in re privations (darkness, blindoess) while :1W, 

is used in re the positi.ve- things , 1:I"''':lp. But M,:a was used at begimling 

to conjure up the .. hole blooming thing. 

Strictly speaking we deny that a ",.;'1 requires an agent, but in a 

manner of speaking he who removes a 1 't lP may be said to create a ,'9i'\ Thus, 

evan God, by removing the D":.":ap may be said to be the author of the ",:1. 
the indirect agent of' evil. 

,,. ,n is also due to the fact that the ,tl n may not be receptive of 

the l"P 

the ",:1 
Thus the creator of the ,en may be sa.id to be tre agent of 

Look at how he indicts his GOO, whom he is trying to rescue from 

this charge of the authorship of evil. Of course, this is only indirect agency_ 

An evil is ah:a.ys in regard to a definite thing an:! is the ",:1 of that 

thing. 

It can nevar be said of God th.t He creates evil directly, as a primary 

intention of His. All. His act1.ons are absolute good. God is the author of all 

existence and all existence is good. , 0 g it aOO " come from ms.tter which 1s 

joined to ,'Yi1 but that which is good in matter is C'l"eated by God. And 

he who does not have ,c n , nothing can happen to him. 

God created and saw it was all good -- evan ,Dn even matter which 

brings death, as R. }~ir says in • , 1 • 
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Chap. 11 

Relation of knowledge to the moral life. 

Sin and evil are a matter of ignorance. 

4/22/42 

No man willfully does anything bad - - out of knowledge. (This fails to 

account for man ' s passions.) 

All evils, resulting also from lusts , urges, religious wars, are only ,' Yi1 .. _ 

lacking intelligence. Bad man 1s only blind man (what a gorgeous naivete.) 

(A.lso Socrates' statement "Knowledge is virtuel! is simil.arly naive.) Ramban 

ought to know that know'ledge ain ' t gonna change the -world. 

12 

prose n "n ., no 

very rare ~?~t1 l tl 

world l et 

Pessimism -- very rare to find anything good in world, while evils are 

abiding. 

he invented , 111: "1 :1 

Ii. exercises iron in re Alrazi, the Schopenhauer of the day. Me decries 

pessimism. 

to combat __ p ' ~n " 

manifest __ n,1It ' :10:1 

Profoundest notion of Rabbis (in which H. here participates) is that God 

loves us hence serxls us O.,"D' It is the cruel paradox which is the only 

solution to question that could drive man mad. God loves Us best yet treats 

us worst h01V' come? Is. 53 was form out of which 

Jesus was created as a poetic fantasy. 



( 31 ) 

R.ambam 1s absolutist - - says universe cannot be judged by the measuring-rod 

of man -- but Dewey and James a5 pragmatic humanists say it can and should. 

different -- '9' '1":1 

Thus if Alrazi doesn ' t get what he · ... ants, he calls it evil. 

But if he examined existence properly. he 'Would find the truth , and. know 

that evil 1s an enormous madness . (This is heroic of Rambam} 

mineral __ tot J , D 

lepr ous ?'O!~ 

to bef all __ '7" 

value 

cons tant, per!U.nent - - , WD 1 

In process of ;'19 'til ard , D!):i there is atteMpt to create as fine an 

exemplification of the 1 "D as possible. This necessarily involves pain am 

trouble. The 1 "0 is constant. £x:1stence is not for the sake of .allY one man 

alone -- but for the sake of the Creator. 

nD~i1 ?V "y 1'~ ~ nDMil ,·y ", il"il" "~ 

:!ost of evUs come from man himself -- i . e . from tllose who are defective. 

"¥.an I 5 folly perverts lds will" __ Proverbs 

'1~" , '7,n D"llt. n'?,,, 
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Three kinds of evU: 

1. ~5 incidental to ::utter. 

2. t:vUs lien do to each otheT. 

J. 3v1ls _n do to themselves. 

1. Evil comes through the mere f.ct of '00:\' :"1"01 • 

The .,e17 !.ct of .,0 n which reaul tin. n betn& born wrong, am 

also result in natural accidents (lightn.1.nj:, $.rthquake) . 

He who ..n.sbes to be nesh and bones, and ye no be affected by that 

wh.1cb .frects utter, 1s trying to :reconcUe tao contr-ad1cti,ns. 

capable of rece1vinc lmJ,.:N.Ssidns - ;'WYD'1 '1~PD 

Any eD.ll;le of tf. species v1ll be •• j:ertect a. the _.A.ter ot that 

species wUl fe_to 

Best fona coaing out of utter 1s the 1:1'" __ who 1s living. rational 

arxl aortal, an:::l it 1s impossible for this last evil not to exist for man • 
• 

2. Glv •• least attention to this -- dlsDdas •• robbery and war as of not 

very great extent or iJaportance. 

J. 'Ibis section gets most att.ntlon -- .I'd actually is _rely hom1leUcal. 

or course Mn do evll to themselves -- but think ot .. w&T. 

lb.. soul sutfers fro. a. bad regiJlen of the boc:i1 1) 'because the soul is 

• fhysical racu1t.1 deperrlent on changes in the body. and 2) 'because the soul 

acqu1!-es the habit or desiring unnecessaries. 
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to declare God impotent - DW:t ~ .. '1!, ~ 

Long invective against. pampering selves with luxuries - ,.,hlc:h are more 

difficult to obtain than necessities and even make the business of obtai.nlllg 

the necessities more difficult. the necessities are eas~ found __ air. 

wata!' and food (in that order of iJaportance). Emeralds and rubies are absolutely 

'Worthless (except for grinding up into medicines). 

Only differences between humans 1s that which results ft'Ora. individual 

differences but not f r om differences in species . 

12 (cont. ) 

The tact of no difference in essence ot all men 1s 2 fact that follows 

necessarily fro-m the nature of the hWll8n species . The cnl,y differences 

between IIBn are in the non-essentia.1s (bank account) . Aa:l these supernuities 

add nothing to the essence. 

• f · God has created things in their proper order (air water earth), aId 

has created all men equal essentially". David said the mere tact of existence 

1s good -- and the creation of a guiding faculty in the hUDmn animal is God ' s 

contribution. 

13 

Spinoza must have read it - - Rambam here denies any purpose for universe 

as a whole (may be purposes -within universe) - purpose or individual to embod.y 

species:-- purpo5e of species is to ba embodied by individual - - ! purpose 

of 'O!li1, i1",i1 is to produce species of highest type: -- but purpose of man? 

There ia nODel Rambam departs here from baliets ot practical religion. It is 

very surprising to hear this from the R. 

---------' 
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God cannot. haVe a purpose -- because h.e was not called into existence .fOT 

the sake of something else. God 1s ,8 causa. sui. He has always been in existence. 

God has no purpose -- God 1s. 

If a thing bas come into being by virtue of an intending principle of 

intelligence. then the final cause of that thing may be sought. 

But know that we cannot seek the final purpose of world, whether we assume 

Aristotle's view about ete,r.nallty of world, or Rambam's view about crea.tion of 

world. 

Aristotle says one cannot even ask the purpose of parts of the world -­

because everything has an eterns.lity. Since universe never came into being, 

it has no purpose, and. its big component parts have none either. 

But there are proxima.te purposes of small units -_ each serving the other __ 

this is shown by natural s·cience. 

Aristotle says two causes: mat-te,r and form (which has three variations -

hence i'our altogether). 

'7, , !) 2. Form in man 'Working upon matter will be efficient cause of a son __ ;,'9 

th,e giving of form -- it , U 1'I l" n 1 

J. Purposive caUSe ~- r.eason why SOD CODlBS into being is so he can 

embody' the ~, '! 

1. Resting essence -- conceptual essence 

Conceptual essence becomes an effective agency in order to 

achieve a purpose . 
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517/"2 

'The n,.·sn;J l",nD - - the necessarily existent -- Gcxl as a causa sui. 

God 1s in this one radical way different :from all other things . He is only 

Being that carries its cause within itself . 

cr. Book II, Intro . , #20, #19, #21 

20. An,ytbing wbi.ch is :1" '"C has no cause. (only God ) 

19 . Everything llhich has • cause (i.e. everything except God) , has 

only" potentl.al existence . If its causes exist, it exists . 

Cf. Book II, Chap. 19 

The philosophical QDeness of God. 

Einzighelt -- uniqueness (not numerical) 

Ar istotle bellev'8s in cause ,.00 effect, necessity - l,"n. Rambem 

believes :in design, :"1:1 1::J -- says that God. would have designed a different 

world . But there ' s a l imit even to God fS design -_ some things are 

impossible - - or, the nature ot impossibility 1s established. 

1J (cont. ) 

Rambam ~s so impressed with design that he bas a God., but his urrl.verse 

does not have n"'1:>n • Aristotle does not admit n"?:>n either. Difference 

between gods of tha two men 1s that Aristot le ' s is in the universe as the 

unmoved mover , as an object o£ aspiration. 

Altl:lough the universe is w',\nn , it still has no n"7:Jn . 

Aristotle admits, however I together with Rambam, so much purpose within 

the universe that AristoU,e is led to the conclusion that there is I' 

n";'7N '\M n"?:Jw 1'I7nnl'l -- and Rambam conclude s that there 1s '0"". 
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Mol' 13. 1942 

There is n · 1;1 and , tI!) i1 , and the unceasingness of this process is 

indispensable because the purpose of it is that a perfect specimen of the 

species shall come 1nto being. 

And the purpose of the unending number of species is the. t the highest 

possi.ble species shall come into being -- i.e. man. 

it. 

But whUe there is pUl"poslvene!ls up to this point -- there is none beyond 

the variable 
(4 elements of ea.rth) 

Then Rambam goes on to show that even ~et who believe in God and Creation, 

cannot ascribe purpose. 

Rambam says God does not need man to worship him. P.ambam says God. would. 

not be lonely and poor if he did not have man to praise him. Rambam says God 

is as rich without the his,tory of man laid .at his teet as with it. This is 

contrary to J'11.drash, to half of world's philosophy, to Jewish view, to Slonbnsky. 

Schiller says God ... ould be lonely lIithout man, whom He created to enrich Himself 

through man's independent experiences. This is not our view. D7" 1 '1K, 

however, also says God doesn't need man or ~n's prayers. 

It is difference in attitude between .i:ntellectual:1stic nee-Platonic 

religiosity __ and attitude of struggling men who must conceive God in human 

terms. 

Some say that the purpose of man is to serve God, and all the ",'orld 'is 

at hand to serVe man. The sun an:l stars come to fruition in man's beholding 

them. He has impu:ience to say - there are even a few versas of the propbets 

which support this view. 

. 
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5/14/42 

But wbat ilS the purpose in God's being worshipped 7 God. would not suffer 

any defect even if there existed nothing beside Himself . niis 1s terrifying __ 

negates all man IS achievements. 

What is purpose of our existence even ~th perfection? So what? Are we 

so important 1 

The only answer to be given is -- there is no purpose, except God has 

willed it this way. 

All our doctrines teach differently"_ This 1-s a par.ting of the WAYS. In 

opening words of NeUah servic8J man is regarded as partner in polarity. Ramba.m 

takes latter part ol' Verse aM ignores former part. Deduces lack of purpose --

merely opaque will. 

God could have made a tota.l.ly differen.t world" therefor.e it exists without 

purpoSB, since 1I".r&ll could exist without A world. 

Conclusion: We must not say that all exists 1'or man - they exist for 

themselves. No purpose -- each for itself. All by God'"5. will. In few things, 

one has to precede other -- so it does . 

Spinoza drew heavily from these pages, and Nietsche admired him for his 

oourage . 

Rambam says that the :ntl', of Creation merely express that God felt 

itw'as iI',\''7 If''~l No purpose. 

Sun and moon do serve purpose -- but they weren ' t created for that purpos,e. 

They happen to shine. -- That is all. This is heartless and cruel. 

Spinoza -- Nietsche -- Rambam. 

Opposed to this view are Midrash and Bible and almost all philosophy. loran 

measU]"es the universe in human terms . 

( Sharp irol¥ at end -- man should not seek purpose where there isn I t any, except 

~ in the fact of existence itself, and this depends on the will of God __ or if you 

( want to say, on the wisdom of God. 



Moreb Nebuchim 

Part II, Chap. 32 

Chap. 36 

( J8 ) 

eternity, beginning-less 

creationism, creat10 ax nibilo 

existence __ .n;M"~b 

potontiality -_ n, 
a f~culty or power to act ~,g 

p8ycbo~physical disposition lTb 

actua11zer. agent -- M. "I'D 

intellectual faculUes __ n,"'?, w 

eth1cal characteristics n"D 

prepal'a tion :11 D T :1 

(dianoetic virtQes) ideas, concepts -- .M' ",l' 
(in any case) sine qua non __ D" l !) '?:J '19 - !) -:J' 

scene of revelation 

rational racul~ __ 
[ which recei.ves the ,.90 (divine innuenca) 

through the '1, '!Ji1 ?:J o (Active IntellectU 

imaginative faculty -- :11:)'1:) :1 n':J ,,_ . - -
speculative sciences 
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2/10/43 

BI.lper -- '1r.t,., 1)"<7 (l!) 
ow 14- ,(,., Pt-"";' 

,n"l' n'J,gOal ntl') Hash. ben 

K ) ba-Nag1d 
W) (consult Brody's commentary 

?D't,nM;l '1-; 1:l il1l' Esras 

lied. Fob. 24 -_ 

First poet of Golden Ago 

Eobkol, I, 206 

~ """vJ.-. ".. ~ ""1 
article 00 Ibn Baz2n in Bast1ng's iDcye. 

article b.r Ho.h. bon Eora 

poems pg. 8;..6 in ,nlC 

Hosho bon Ezra -- in IIa1pel" 

Is. 48, 49 

J Q R S. 24 



( 2 ) 

2/15/43 

''''T't'.,~ ,nllO'i' 

You try to unnerve your enelD1' -_ to reduce his affectiveness in fighting 

and increase your own. This is old tradition in war __ Homer has man,y such. 

It bas almost magical potency in defeating the enemy. 

The other halt 1s the positive -- llBJDely, selt-boasting -- m::I arm.Y is like 

Goliath, etc. 

Later these poems deseetxlad. froll military plane to pure braggadacl0. See 

Gobirol .p in ,">0 -- lino 11. This lin. is puro1;y Arabic -- nothing 

comparablo in Jev1sh poetry. 

'l'he military poems rose in situation of desert warfare - .. where a bard 

singing such a song was worth a troop. 

1) Shmuel hs-liag1d. now known, by work of Levy Provoncal, to be tho 

originator of ma.n;y forms which were credited to the later greater poets. 

2) He waa foremost Talmudic student of Spain -- excellent Ralachlsts. 

3) His superb Arabic style caused. his rise to office. 

There is no comparable figure of Europe, from point of view of general 

breadth of cul tura, until Renaissance -- and then only' Leonardo compares 

favorably. 

He 1$ one of greats in Jewish history. 



( 3 ) 

big baclies and ...u Iili>:Is 

disheveled ;11: "r; 

tom, reatless 

can I hold baclc? 

No -- not unless I pour out IIY soul through deeds 

renowned. a.nd I 'Wish to add to this renown. 

picture of perfection -- n ll? 

I cannot rest until .I bave absorbed and wrapped Jllfsel! 

in skirtt or the moon. Be achieved the excallence ot 

high •• t perfection. 

Picture of IUD'S ambition -- to reach lle1gb.ts and depths 

desert and s •• s -- .ve~re ~ravina for .ternal f .... 

All 1113 enemies, even if they are free men, I will pieree 

tbeiJo ears (make them slaves) __ but m.Y ear 115 obedient to JQ' 

friend. (I &II the slav. of "'II friends). 

Then, to bis friend. -- for ;you there is • ncrwer garden 

in "'II heart full of !rieDiship. 

'!hi. is sU!pl. of high style of letter-writing in Ml.ddle Ag.... 11th cent. 

Spain vas one of highest apochs of civilization. 

o 
Ibn Hazan __ love poet. 

, 
Greatest. ( 

( 
( Also entered into palaies with , "llil "I~ lew on comparative merits of 

( I.lam and Judaiea. His best known beok is on cOlIIp&rativo religion. Also wrote 
~ wen on Skepticism. He was hal:t Spanish -- and asbuaecl of it. Preferred Arabic 
C culture. 



( " ) 
Ibn Hazon 

b. 994 Cordova _ fam.1l.y of Spanish converts, who fabricated a Persian 

origin. 

Was vizier for sbort time under Caliphs Abdalrabman IV, Va Was captive 

&.DIong Berbers -- imprisoned by M"bammeci II, next occupant of throne. Re,gained 

liberty, withdrew from poUtic., led literary life. d. 106) 

400 compositions __ famous monograph on love, few on history, genealogy 

of Berber tribe •• 

Bulk o:t work on theology. Al_Muhalla deals,, ~~tb ,rqligious law. Greatest 
'-U:,J 'fig-N""~ 

work is ntal_aI_milal wal-nihal: criticism of OT and}fr, statement of their 

inconsistencies, disqualification of the. as authentic revelations; bitter 

attack on Talmud; then severe critique of doctrinal divisions of Islam. 

His tone immoderate, fanatical, d1srespect1'ul. of authorities o,r great 

personalities of past. His severity became a proverb. Result -_ he lost 

favor of theologians __ books unread __ even publicly burned in Seville --

lost bi. pupil •• 

Always speaks fiercel.,y vs. JudaislI and Christianity. 

Imitatio Mnhe""wJis set forth as ideal of ethical lite. 
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2/24/43 

its"" OJ 'tt' 

n'~I~~ ~,,,~~ ~7'P no 

Samu.el ha_Nagid -- entertainment expenses, siDce be vas in high position. 

These wine sODge indicate bow some ot it was spent. 1089 __ Granada. Songs 

written in Arabic as well as Hebrew. 

grapes 

slave bor of beauty _ ., J% 

&-os -- entertain guests 

cup __ D"Y'll 

pit ot slumber i'11J, ::I "J 

al..llond nI::! 

":11 ,!)9 

fir. (,p.) - 'p 
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Ben Abaci _ Arab King of Seville -- fought against b,y S. ba-Nagid -- killed. 

Then ha-Nag1.d writes praise to God in thanks. 

Dt. 28. 46 

IIOCkery __ D" '? '111:1 arrogant 

m1.ddl. of 10 

pnv II 

men of Cremona who bad been robbed __ D'" 't'lK 

Lev. 3. 10 (lo1na. kidneys) __ 

a'l"lllOred __ D" 3. ,." W 

plated, at.ud.d.ed __ D"!)Wl) 

Nahua 2:4 __ D"D'lt []'tllD 

parcluoents (r ... kina) -- 0'''''' 
Tob. 55. 9 (.torzo,y v1nd and tsmpe.t) 

greave - ;'1"10 

daggerl!5 

tamarisk 

missile, branch 

distress 

spies 

dross, base metal __ 1" D 

Is. 1, 22 

Jer. 23. 32 restiveness 

rumors 

Is. 19, J destroy, negate _.. ,7:1 

in our retreat 'lllH'l 

tho.. who stw.hl.ed; D''1FJ' 

w .. k ones o"'1wn3 

in array o'tJJ"n 

flutes o",?'t""n Ex 32 • .lev n1':1 
.A..o. t;t-....4 Zuhsir __ non 11K 
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stags and hinds __ 0"'1,. a"~l:J 

woven ;1t1p, 

headdress, adornment __ a''1~:::ItI 

poets IJ" 7VD 

abominable c"'1'H'l 

tearing, creeping -_ c"'1nt 

intention:in heart or their compa~ -- an'D ll'11 
(th •• nell\Y) 

crushed __ a 'J:l'D l 

in batU. _ "p, . -
being .rdod __ DO 0 

chosen ones, angels __ 0"71' 

prepared a prayer __ , 'I n, l " :::1:1 

heaven - 1l"7lt to beseech 

draw up (,.,,) - D'''''' 

(meth"" of dividing land) 

pea of bard 

they beseech outcry __ "91 VI 

prevent, restrain __ 0"7:l -- O""tl 

Teb. 16, 6 among pleasant places 

army which sank 

5.5. 2. 9 he peered 

withered there like leaves 

son of ram -- D~' II 

Job 39, 17 to deprive __ aw:'l' 

Job 19. 18 youths - D'?')~ 

angel,. messenger ,!: 

misdirected. aim of missiles __ D"n?W:l :HItl 

churl's 
confound -_ n , 9' 

-r ' 
2:; 3. J3 killed._ them Iii th scoundrel's death C"7l) nH) Dl1"bi17 

paths, directions __ 0"""'1127 
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those who are retreating (tl:eenetqy) __ 0"1'03 

wicked ones -- D"? ., "1 misfortune , " 

Ez. 42, 6 removed, or ennobled __ o"'1Xctl 

cut off _-,a~~~~s -- 0"'1"11" look forward -- O"!JXD 

restraint -% ZI_Hb bath •. __ I no .... bel __ ;YD 
_ :pu~ . \,V S &me nUl wctrd.s -- O"'lDl O"1;o)D 

ropes 0"'7" take cunn:1ngcounsel __ "0 '0 9 ,.,;, 

Ps. 60, 10 

Beginning on :1 0 

lions __ c"'lnw 

rally, stir up -- nall 

TsUsis 

trouble 

unimportant 

first rain :."" 

like poor -- 0"91" 

wicked 

city - Ol( 

a1ddl. tlD 

God scoffed. at all mockers (0'1;) - ;y.; • .., .... IV 

as they desire -- Dl'1) the Ileek who labor __ c"'llDil 0" ", 

h1d me -- "ll!Jl 

Isra.l -- tIt,l' OJ his praises __ ,"n:n' 

Is. 49,21 exiles an::i wanderers -- Dot,?", 0.",0 mountain __ ., , J 

palm leavu -- a" 'lp" it 11"!J:J myrtle -- "" 

sealed 

fruit of -- ,,':1 "x,n 
glor:y (citron) 

ramparts -- 0" ? f' 

planted -- O"'Ml1W 

desert -- i'1 'l., , willow 

cut down -- 'lop glor:y ,,,.:. 
villow leaves 

fight took place at River Senegal 0'0 '7, 

pangs - o.'7.n languishing, weak __ c. ?tHt 

-- c.'7)~ Job 21, 17 pains c.'7)n 
moumed in their shame 

from the heavenly dwelling 

("~.) lsment __ D'~'. joyfulness _ "" n sing 
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top ntll 

cords, bands 

attached -- D'" '1)1 threads, cords, seal _ D""'n!J 

cast about -- a ~., '1'10 

pawed, ruined -- 0" 7 ~ n 

his wrath -- '!lSP" 

chains 

dragged 

Is. 9, 4 I am weary 

Is. 7, 19 thorns 

pierced -_ a", "In:J pierced 

'l'huraday night __ .. ww 7 't '" 

vouzded - D"'17" 

dung 

(rooms tor a forest) theY' exchanged __ "I, '1n 

strong, pala t1al roOllS 

tho? duigned arrogantq 

against the Jews ropes 

reward deed 

'I drek" D"7!l3 their giJints --
worms -- c" ,'n n the princes 

11ke anta 

l.ions - o"'1nw you destro;reci 

-- 'Dr" 
T" 

D:'1'7"0' 

D"9;;o:"l 

0"7D3:3 

i1nCSi1 

you screamed n,U1 I looked • t you ,"n,w 

scattered r"!:In shouted -- ,',n 
quivering -- -'0:1 intestines -- a"J'p 

stirring of harp strings -- C"7:ll n"o;' 

they could_ not withstand, oontain -- C"'''!)D .~ 
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l.ethargie __ D'~" 

crushed gravel - D"7'D!) Tsn 

judpent -- D' .,. ?o 

fubr1 son of Abraham -- 1 n"~ 1 ~ 

produce -- D"7')' 

tremble -.. D'''''nD to scatter -- D"J.gC 

fury -- "", r .. 

poison -- 0""" 

_ot ntcJ ." 

d ••• c .... t1on (<>t holldq) - ~'~n out of tear 

lenient 

bottom .0 
.vil in deed __ D'~~'. " sinful __ :I "tI V 

reward. one 

forgiven -- D"?,nD 

II1gh1;y _ T ,. , 

Pl.1&de. -- 0"7"0;' 

147 acco?ding to nuabor or aongs 

like singers of __ ,. '7:1D in the lines 

seal. ot song -- ''' 1; "lTlCD 

childl ... 
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ornaa&nts - 0"1;0"1' 

they v1l1 be intercessors _ 01)"'7"'111 

JqlTb and aloes _ O""'1i1H:, 1D 

last S lines 2 

sing __ " ~ VI 

let be placed lit! "IV? 

old and young __ c"""" C":J.W 

let th .. &.DSW$r th.. __ un "" 

-- - --

generouaq __ ;I:J. ., 1::1 ,,, , 

bec ... poor _ '.O,lD "11" 

eicklT _ 11''''7'" 
- '-'-tr.aaure _ at b ... 0 

countenance - '''9K "D 

Jl '1!. 



( 12 ) 

3/8/43 

Read Introduction to Gabirol, J.P.S. 

Stars of the sky (orderly cosmos) and same order of the moral law 

wi thin -- these two inspired Kant above all else. 

Dialogue between God and cOlIIIIIUnlty 

Read OIn"'1o 
~-~ 

OI1):ln~ "n10M 

11:> i1D:ln'; 1"n· 
1'1,'1'01'1 

_ 7 

-- n,'llo 

3/10/43 

Paradox o:f Gabirol's llia shown in contrast between 117' nl'1 .'''v and 

n," 1,7, 19. p. C1 humility, lowliness, etc. 

honor rq ambition (for glory and visdOll) and place me at tile top -_ the world 

is wrong am doesn't urrlerstarxl me. 

Contrast these two. Yet this was no boast -- it was the convention of 

Arabic society. 

Last line:__ K;y contemporaries are even worse than the men of Sodom, for 

the latter, if they knew that such a man as I was 1n their midst, they would. 

have come knocking at the door -- but bere in l!\Y own generation I am sitting 



# 
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1. 119 :1"'0 = j1"n",c refers to passage in RH 25a: 

Maimon1das: 

1. 121 

1. 122 

1. 142 

1. 147 

1. 148 

1. 150 

1. 151 

1. 15) 

1. 154 

1. 159 

1. 161 

1. 167 

1. 168 

1. 175 

1. 180 

1. 180 

1. 182 

1. 185 

1. 200 

1. 202 

1. 206 

1. 214-5 

1. 221 

Ibn Ezra ascribes to moon influence over rivers, plants and brain: 

P. 145:12 

Eccles. 5:7, referring to hid! of!ic~l~ ") 
rkl.,..- -~ r~f, ;.ud- ':i~ 

~'U -- '):>ass part or ~b 1 __ deal kindJ.;y 

1 k 14:1) 

Ps 144:14 nils," 1"111' T'!I 1'. -- no breach and no going forth 

l"J" = Mercury D""~. ~") (.bos 5:26) not oonstruot 
but proper name 

D" n" from 1 2., -- Is. 29:24 np'1 "n'l" O'll'" __ they that 
murmur 

Prov. 1:4 In" = nn~ 

In, i1?~:l Is. 61:10 __ as a bride adorneth hersell with her jewels 

n,wpb cpo Ge. )0:42 

Dt. 33:14 "for the precious things," etc. (Josepbts lan:l will. be blessed) 

11 ,:l 'In ,,:t = Dan 11: 21 = majesty of the kingdoll 

compo poem 16, 111":1 I'DW, p. 19 -- 1. :3. 4 

01:113 1'1,.,'13 .n"l = n''l''nl n") = Provo 8:2 = where the paths Illest, 
she standeth 

Est. 2:14 -- refers to Esther or harem women in general who went in 
to king. 

'n, ilD":J n'l"tI = JobJ8:Jl • chaineofP., bandsolO. 

Gen. 24:10 

Lev. 1):2) 

, 11 1 ,,'ttt:1 1 -- Ex 25:37 --

Eliezar takes goods ot Abra~ to 
look for wite for Isaac. 

it spot does not spread it is boll t 
not leprosy. 

to give light qver against it 
lseven-brancbed can:la1sbrwa) 

Fs 19:6 __ refers hare also to sun 

, 11' _1)0 -- Nab. 2:4 -- The shield of bis III1ghty men is made red. 



1. 2Z3 

1. 226 

1. 230 

1. 239 

1. 246 

1. 258 

1. 262 

1. 264 

1. 268 

1. 'Zl0 

l. 277 

1. 282 

1. 284 

1. 284 

1. 290 

1. 294 

1. 296 

1. 91 

1. 92 

1. 96 

1. 97 

1. 101 

1. 115 

Is. 59:7 

Is. 1:21 

Ps 98:9 

Is. 28:21 

1Ium. 4:49 

Ezek. 1:10 

Lev. 21:3 

Jonah 2:1 

( 14 ) 

adds word "P:Ii ai"ter D' 

r'sfers to city that was full of justice, now playing harlot 

the tt 'il is missing 

that he may bring to pass "His act, strange is His act 

appointment of tD.e I.erltes to their jobs 

describing the cherubim 

priest cannot derU. himself' by touching dead; 
one exception, virgin sister 

Gen. 25: 16 12 sons of Ishmael 

camp. again lnn':l wow, p. 19, 1. 4 

Is. 40:17 -- all other nations are as nothing before' God 

9]!)'1 '1:''':'Iil tt':' __ 1 k 6, 17 __ the temple before (the Sanctuary) 
40 cubits long 

",:1, .. ,"w,n __ Lev. 'Z'!:}2 -- laws of tithes and hekdesh 

Gen. 4:7 -- God warns Cain ~t sin 1s at door, that he will desire 
<Jt.-A, ... ~ ,....L !;-I'~ it, that h ..... 7 rule over it. 

Gen. 3:24 -- __ n," 
? 

",,,, "WH 'ltli -- Ez. 1:12 -- cherubim.:t'l.y wherever spirit goes 
no control 

Jar. 10:14 -_ when God operates, then alongside of Him Revery man 
is bl"!lt1s~ ~~~!t. knowledge" 

",,,, ,i'1Q!)ni1' -- Provo 8:30 = 1'0M "1!~ n":1~' -- wisdoDlpersonll'ied. 

,wtJ -- in Job 28:18 = prics; here. Arabaic maddab, "matter" 

Is. 34:15 

Gen. 2:10 __ river 
~ .. -I~h,....(,. 
Pishon, etc .. 



1. 319 

1. 321 

1. 322 

1. 329 

1. '31 

1. 335 

1. 3J7 

1. 34J 

1. 345 

1. J46 

1. J49 

1. 350 

1. 351 

1. 351 

1. 369 

1. 318 

1. 398 

1.398 

1. 420 

1. 426 

1. 435 

1. 441 

1. 450 

1. 484 

1. 492 

1. 528 
1. 577 
1. 580 
1. 594 

( 15 ) 

"0 'til 1 , 10 mystery and. foundation of creation _ "'Strength" 

Lum 13. 27 

Ex 34:3 .- God tells 110 ... not to take aDYbod.Y up 
wlthhba 

Gen. 9. 19 sona of Noah 

Gen. 49, 20 -- As for Asher, his bread shall be rat, 
and he .hAl1 yj.old royal dainU ... 

spies returning with report of milk and honey 

Prov. 22, 14 -- IDOUth ot strange women in deep pit, etc. 

1 UC!I P -- Zech. 14, 6 -- "heavy clouds and thick" 

Job 24,19 -_ "~un_ 'nat. )~~ .. ~ .. ~ ,"tl" Dn D1 iI:~ 
DrOtlgbt and beat COMUJ!118 the snow_waters, sp doth Sheo1 thoss 

line ---n.&:ve SliUied 
Bab. 1,12 __ '1n'I!." n"?,",'" "S' ,no! "tlWD'1 iI~i1" -" , ~~ "D -- Is. 66, 11 _ .bumanee of her glory (Jerusal.a) 

Is. 51. 1 -. 

,,,. ., l!)1:) 

Lev. 12. 4 

Ex 25. 11 

D' .. ..,,,~ 
T 

:\1,,,,, ilt'l1 

OJ]'lP_l... ,;~ n)p-~ '1M' D"ll" ,"1 '1~ !lO~!! 
LOok -into \he rook vltenoe 1. were hewn, a.rd. to the hole of 
tho pit whenco 7. ware diggecl (1."".1) 

Ex 19, 18 -- Kt. Sinai on SlIOke because Lord descended 
in fir •• 

re.terr1ng to women arter childbirth 
, ......... ""-".. 

"within and without shalt thou overlay it" __ in re the Ark 

Job 1;, 6 Zoph.~ speaks: "" itP, 'l;~~ ~., ".VI .~ '2'. 
Anew that God exaot.th of tb:ee less than thine ' 
;,nl.quity d .... rv.tQ. II "I: ,..i 

-?lA"'{, ~ ...... _~ ~lh.. 

-- 1 S 29 .. 4 D:"Ii1 DW'lK01 ."'M,:1 __ David. rejected by - ---P'b.ll1.St1nes tor tear he would turn on thea 
and m.a.k.e peace with his god by killing th .. 

itO' 1 ___ Bos 10, 7 :"1::.'11) 1 '1)'1' i1n', -- Saar1a·s king is cut of! .,. -
1 k 8. 34 -- Solomon pl.ading with God to heark.n to people'. prOTOrs 

N.h 9. JJ in Bible, pronouns are in plural " "11,:"1 "nlK' , . 
cr. Hosea 11, :3 ,,,,0:,,,, '1, o~I} .0·,,11,'1 '11'1,-,,, "::tlK' 

I tIIught Ephra,. to valle;' taJd.ni them by their arms 

Coap. lIeg. 13a - :s'1M :"1M'!)" 0:s'1 .,1). ~ ... ll?at ?,v" .mt :"I::tn :S."'i1 pit 

1 k 2, 5 -- David tAl king to Solomon in re Jacob, who had killed ~~i~lJ-,-

Nura 22, 6 -- 13a1ak of Moab sends to Bala&ID. to curae Jews, 110 ~ 

11"J'l 1]"'" __ J. haLey! says 
refers to Gabirc,l's wanderings 

that h. might prevaU. I 

""I'l ""., 

point to old age, as also 1. 589 o.a.ptli1 .~.::. n':'I .~"'1 
Ps 128, 2 -- there ?::,.~n is 2nd masc., here 3rd teL, subject is 



Cas1da is praise of someone else. 

Faehar 1s self_glorification. 

( 16 ) 

3/15/43 

f " p. 86 -- 11 74-6 

• 

• 

God's glor,y 1s not diminished because of those who worship other 

gods -- since it 1s really the :t l':J, the religious spirit of any man, 

no mat tar what he worships, which counts. A religious spir"i t in any 

man 1s a tribute to God, regardless of what the man calls his God. 

This is great generosity on part of Gabirol. All men have set 

their faces toward God -- some are merely blind.. 

First emsn.a.tlon from divine source is the will - the 'ftln __ 

the Logos, who first operates as a craftsman, ereatic ex nihilo 1"~ 1D W'. 

T£ln = element of IIOtloD and change in universe, causing constant 

motion between ;"U - ,n,". Elan vital; die Wille; libido 

Aristotel1.a.n conception of four humors • 
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Great Po~ ot Prayer 

Glbirol last great poet of Calipbate. 

n 'lb.la fora we know froa Balevi -- tender lyric __ tour line acrostic. 

:'ID'l_ -- erotic song. 

2) .,1D'tc'1 -- to David Messillh 1) T.llp~e at Jerusalem __ .,1tntCl 

J) Iv'n "b~ -- why do you still sluaber (to IIesaiah)? Is it not time to comel 

5) D'.,. -- Araba (1._01 __ D' •• ,.) 
1 n-n1;o,· - Israel 

7. 8) (llesstah) Iou w1ll find one, the Jewi.h poopl •• ready to ded1e.ate th .... l .... 

This is a spec1&l tOI'll. -- tradition of erotic religious song __ going back 

to all.egor1u.tion of Song of Sonp. In this tora it spread through Arabic poetry_ 

Also Christian -- Bernard of C1.airvaux Wl"Ote poetry. 

v 

1) 

2) 

J) 

4) 

5) 

,,:J = 1:l 'lPl = hidden 

,'tnn raIl. season of year 

':1, -- slave. :1n!lW';\ 1:1 (Ishu.l) -- ruling 

,,,,1 __ Jacob ,"9'tl -- Esau 
~, 068 

'lbousand years enslaved -- thus death ot Gabirol placed after 1 

7) D"" '1 .'1'1 __ :1s there no Daniel to give us • sign? 

8) Be can' t do tba t because God baa ord.red tho futuro closed. 

III 

1) 

J) 

6) 

.,,, "n, -- in banishment of Arabia "" = Arabs 
...... _ L.L 

despoiled garden = Palestine. v. 5 God is speaking. Inv:1tes Jews to 
l.ave the Arabs and. go to the original garden. 

I w', I WP , -- tribe. of EdOlll Gen. J6: 21 I "P' -- !!osl .... 
IV" -- Christians 
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IV 

1) closed gate = Temple ga tea. 

2) "ll = lover who deserted me, send him back to 1U 

), 4) maiden promises to wait for him 

S) 'l"h. n 'l:n a re speaking -- her frietxis, asking -- who is this tellow? whT 
remember h:iml This is taunt ot other nations tempting Israel always: with other gods. 

I 

1) , nw __ dawn of Messiah, time when lovers meet 

2) nostalgia for people 

7) , •• 1 = 1fe •• i4h 

VI 

7) 

This is good to begin or end a prayer. 

The only way I have to thank thee is by word of mouth-prayer • 

• :I :I '.1 a -_ teach me how to pr.,.-. " .-
n'.lW i1np -- take a prayer instead of sacritice 

IV<>'> - 50 that 

As your name 1s entrusted in IIG" heart -_ so let rrs:! spirit be entrusted to thee. 

Just begin an old familiar prayer, with this bit of spontaneous poetry _ and 

it will quicken the old prayer. 

Brody - - 125, 6, 7 
• 140 

O1,'tlD 
n''.li1t1: 

1'l,n'70 

From Gabirol, poetry went into the wedding and marriage songs, after ma.nn&r 

of Song of Songs. 
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4/14/43 

Ibn Ezra 

Th. n l n", type is also use of erotic po .... 
.... 't>yt __ '-

The beginning of the 

easida type Allal contains a weeping at the ruins of the camp where the 

beloved met. The type is standard -- here we met, now it 1s scattered 

and the encampment destroyed .- how futile it all i6. 

In these poelIS I'bJEzra takes this casida tOl'll and applies it to 

Palestine, which is now in ruins, in bams of wolves and jackals (Arabs 

and Christians). The land weeps for the lover ot her youth (Israel), 

who is described in terms of Sh1r ha-Sh1r1a. 

This is religious use ot secular 8?Otic poetry. 
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4/14/43 

Relationship between Gob1rol and Cabala 

Nothing definite, but. lots written on subject. Sholem talks about 10 

Sefirot in n"l:a'lD ,.n~ being known to the Cabalists. nausner has thesis 

that there is rela tionshlp between the poem am the Safirot - - Sholem says 

this is not certain. Klausner chooses the terms in the poem whicb will support 

his theory -- 1. 14 = "t '0" , 1. 15 = :10:>", Sbolem. saying that this 1s 

reading too much into GabiroL 

Thero is one thing -which Cabalists did inherit from Gobirol -- tb. term 

in 1. 46 :I0w2'1 :1t:1W) -- "soul of the soul. ... This term is found. in a number 

of Cabalist sources, 1'. St:'1 .,1)0 , it 1s quoted. in name of some other author .. 

This term .found its way into the Zohar itself. 

Sholem refutes arguments of Munk: 

1) that there is a pa;ralleliSJ!. between the four Cabalistic worlds -­

and passage in Gabirol on Is. 4:3:7. 

2) that the first source of the concept (aUtis., 1'1, ,n) is found in 

the .-n "po. 

J) Basic mistakes of Hunk aoo others, says Sholem. 1s that they pay no 

attention to anything prior j;,o the eni of 13th c. (i.e. Zohar). 

Cabalists couldn't read Arabic of 0-[1 "pc , nor could they read the 

LaU.n of the Fons Vitae. 

The similarity in passages on vision (l. 46) do not necessarily show there 

was a connection, because this theory of vision was quite common at the time. 

Sholem -- "When the Cabalists began to describe the world, they borrowed 

from all sources." 

Sholem dates Zohar around 1220, since Moses de Leon 1s now considered the 

author. This is some 200 years after the 1I'~?C ,11:l • 
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Ibn Ezra -- Poem f'or Wedding of B. Matlr 

Superscription --

11. 1-18 -- poet sees world in roseate gl~. -- in oonsequence or event which 1s 

spoken of' in ll. 19 ft. Concerning such beginnings. which are Arabic 

1m1 ta tions, ha_Levi says 

11. 1, 2 ... - rhetorical question. Ha-Levi to Ibn Ezra almost exactly': 

In"'' -- Job 26. 9 ttO~ .:HI '"ltD 
shutting the faee of his throne 

D'tO!)1;( = T'IA .,O!). -- Dt. 33:17 

11. 3. 4 -- Ez. 8:11 .~, 1I~'ep~ 1}! '1.!'1' 
and a thick cloud of incense went up 

27. 19 :q~, i1JP -- cassia and calamus 

11. 5. 6 -- and li' they are clouds, then they give forth, etc. 

1. 8 Is. 55. 12 i1" D'''l!)~ ~nl!)" n"~~i1' o',n:1 .,.., . or- ,..-.: 

1. 12 Is. 40, 4 i19Pl? D"O,,:1, ,;'IQ'tD? ~'pYi1 ;1';', 
'TO: ' T'- • r 

1. 13. 14 - llab Z. 11 i1;~1!' fl~ D·!)~" PlT-!:I ,'p.1? l~~ .,~ 

1. 15 

1. 17 

1. 21 

1. 24 

1. 25 

for the stone shall cry out of the wall and the 
beam oat of the timber shal1 answer 1 t. 

n U "?' Br,ody makes it plural 

Is. 32, 4 n,ns ,:1,'1 '~9:l\ D"l?~ 1 ",in 

,p' n __ worth, dignity, glory (personified) 

Ex. 26, 11 -- describing the curtains of the tabernacle, with loops ani hooks 

.'P!I' -- pausal form, due to metre 
1" ... 

5.5;; 4. 6 

Is. 30. 17 n,,:q!!-'?J Ol~ 
~ 



1. 28 

1. 41 

1. 50 

1. 51 

( 22 ) 

Po. 45, 14 

How could Orion meet Pericles without someone having striven for it 

and intended it 7 

Jer. 50, 26 :1"DlKO .'Inl'l!) ..,. .. ..,-:-
The goblets are transparent like ice, and the wine like coals. 

1. 53, 54 - Est. 1, 8 l'-~~ " '~b:1 ~D" l~ .~ D3~ l"M n~~ :1.nw~' 

1. 56 

1. 62 

1. 68 

1. 72 

Job 39, 13 

Ez. 23, 3 

- .,- -' t' .,' ...,. 1" -

W"M'I O"~ 1,s7~ n'lwy? '1'1"~ 

:Ill'll:! Olf ll" '1l~ 
!he w1ng'o!' the 'o~triCh beateth joyously 

= stolen kisses 

Hiphil u.ed in the 'Bibl. 

1:1"""'":1 "'t! 'W~ D~' l~, "~ti ,,!O :1~~ 
There were their bosoms pressed and there their 
virgin breasts were bruised. 

, 
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5/3/43 

Why did Moshs ben Ezra leave Moslem Spain? (according to poem 

~o,' " ~,.~, - ,op) 

He outlived all his brothers __ even the younger onesy while be, abroad, 

having least reason to live, has arrived at nice old age. 

1. 14 i1t:1H1C 0"1" -- cf. Is. 22:5 -- refers to day of war. 

translated 1mto every language 

Merdelsohn in 1775 and Herder did version ill poetry. Goethe deeply impressed 

by it __ "8 matchless Jew -- 'What sense of nostalgia for the Holy Lan:i." 

Last German version by Ros.enzweig -_ IOOst beautiful. 

rhymes -- 3S ,., ; 60 
'r 

, ~ -r' This cbosen for the mood of >1;''' II'> • 

,., is difficult line. One repetition ,.",~ in line 12 and 52. 
° T rT 

Rosenzweig says the beauty lies in the immediacy of address -- straight 

to Zion -- nothing pale or weak. All. things are hinged to Zion by a suffix -_ 

even God becomes 1Jl .. ;,. There 15 subordination of poet, people, history, 

striving -- to the lard. This makes it a supremely powerful appeal. 

From 1 - 32 direct vooative address without oessation. This is terrifioally 

intense. 
contemplated 

Then (33) the joy of /livlng there is mingled with the sadness of its 

destruotion. 

Then direct address begins again (43) and continues to the end. 0""" o,~ 

being in the feminine keeps the intensity and soon is pioked up again by 1'''1 

in 47. 

( Nothing in lIebrev po"try more eloquent. _ it is peak of medieval piety and 

f nostalgia for Zion. 
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1. 1 they prisoners 

' .':'~. gives echo of Crusades -- reminds of those who have survived __ 

whatever flock is left of the onCe populous nock . 

1. :3 recitation ot' all directions would lead to impression o.f large people -_ 

but here it refers to thinly scattered diaspora Jews. 

Every corner of universe becomes suffixed to Zion, which eclipses every 

dimension ,.,~y 
. .,..-: r 

1. 5-6 shows him stUI in Spain longing to shed his tears on mountains of 

Palestine. ';t-'w first showed that the legeoo that be sang this poem 

while in Palestine is incorrect. 

1. 7-8 immortal 

1. 9-10 scenes of divine revelation to some of the early ancestors 

"'3 g God met these men. 

1. 11-12 one of motives for going ~here __ because God lives there as your 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

neighbor. 

15-16 

17-18 

21_22 

31-32 

33-34 

life. 

35-36 

37-38 

to die 

reference to political situation of days of Crusades 

shows exilic locus 

life of souls is deathless 

why boast that Isaiah walk~ three years barefoot __ lid do it all my 

Every ruin is d:ignti'ied as a Temple. 

legend that Temple vessels hidden and waiting for the Messiah 

I will cut my hair when I contemplate pollution of all of us in alien 

lands. 

1. 41-42 

1. 43-44 '''''"ltlD 

Edom and Ishmael -- the worthless ones who torment Israel 

is subjected to a feminine c,. l , l ":1 tl':3 -_ thus 

sustaining the mood. 
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1. 1-2 acknowledgement of letter and compliment thereon 

1. 3..4 oompliment of writer and his family 

~~) O"n"'0" c." "VI -- polysyllabic elocutions whicb are unsat.isfactory --

1. 23 

1. 27 
30 

not rea.lly true knowledge. 

Friends' letter would have contained following criticisms: (9-1-0) 

1. Jerusalem's peace i~ not to be sought while she is tull of the blind 
f~"'~",","", 

and the halt (Jehusites, Crtlsaders) who are manning the fortress of 

Jerusalea. 

We have to pray for their downfall rather. than anything else. We 

don't h~ve to go there. 

As l.ong as it is inhabited by the Crusaders, what sanctity 1s there 

to the city? This 1s the semi-pious religious sentiment. 

2. (11-12) This argument contimles _ since the Temple is destroyed, there 

is no holiness to the city. 

Why should the Jews visit the graves of martyrs throughout Spain, and 

ignore the Land of Holiness? This is Jehuda ha_Levits ~nswer to the oriticism. 

J. Spain has more of Israel's greatness than Palestine. (This is assimilationist.) 

&.Levi says what security have we. in any land outside of Palestine? 
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5/12/4-3 

Brody's superscription 1s probably inoorracta cr. L 25-29 -- where he is still 

unior the boniago of kings (Spain). But how about 1. 19, "hore ho montions Egypt 

(1!-')? 

7-'27 suggests that haLev1 never got to Zion, but died in EgyptiAn desert, 

having tarried long in Egypt, enjoying still lifo in his old ag., hesitating to 

leap into the charnel~house of Palestine under Crusaders. He was in Egypt over 

two years -- bo;" could he have lingered, when be started with sucb pilgrim'S piety 

srxI zeaJ.. 

Hel went neither out of secular Zionist motivation. The fall of Almoravide 

rule became clear to him ca. 1130. Be had enough of Christian Spain aoo couldn't 

live un:ier it -- so what to do? He saw :tutilit, of t.rying to fight the nobles, 

clergy ard. guilds to wild up lITe in the Geula. So he was forced. to make this 

long, dangerous journey and would not have done so had it not been impossible for 

him to remain in Spain. He probably took SOMe sort of oath to go to Zion, and had 

H. was aftor 60 (not 50), old man -- ve/7 p;omin.n~ ,- '_"::1'-
~ ~."...£-?~ ~l...--"""~ 

p~sician, blessed and hapPl' (27) -- What more can a Jew in Goula attain? It must 

to fulfill it (1. 18-). 

have been very d1f:t.1cult to leave all this. It. 1if&S unusual decision to make this 

pUgrilllage. 

So when he got to Egypt __ he lingered over the comforts and tastes of 1:1f'e 

which were once .more obtainable. AIId in spite of Vow neVer to write praises of 

mortals anymoro but only of God (31-)2), h. writes 120 lines about hoeut1ful young 

girls. 

5, 6, 7 -- on leaving Damietta ani going to Cairo 

,,'''W, 
n',tU) 

.,-, V1 is annoyed by this -_ anj says he died. in Egypt because at' this sin 

of tarrying. 
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