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UNITED IEWISH APPEAl. INC. 
165 WIST 46th snm 
NlW YOlK J6. IlL Y. 

To 

From 

Subject 

MEMORANDUM 

Dale 

Rabbi Herbert A. FriedDW.n 

f·:i.nna Brott 

Another "instaLr.ent" is transmitted to IOU herevith. This 1s the "fattest" 
of the sets of notes -- though also +_~e most interesting -- so that after 
this it won ' t be too much longer ., 

Again, I must apologize for the protracted job, but it was absolutely 
impossible to even touch it for long stretches of time , and then only fitting 
it in when I possibly could on ~ own time. 
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PHILOSOPHY 

ETHICS 

Either man is an anima' and eth1.cs are laws of expediency -- or man is 

angelic, and there are unseen laws. Jewish Ethics is on s:ide of the angels. 

Nietsche says ethics 1s Jewish invention __ poor man's invention. 

Plato's "Gorgias" --

Good + evil -- part of great lIG"thos making us as gods -- but also making 

us paralyzed a.nimals. nConscience doth make cowards ot us all." 

( How is it people don't agree on their ideas of good and evll . __ lik& 
( 
~ they agree on algebra 1 Is there an objecti.ve system? Are they intuitions 

( of the heart? (Hitler can claim as much.) 

Two types -_ Epicurus - Hobbes and I!oshe Rabbenu _ Kant. 

S~er '"Folkways" -- main theme that tickles sophomores is that 

everything has been regarded right sometime somewhere -_ btLt that is not a.l.l. 

Bernard Bart "Psychology of Insanity" -_ ethics is that form of 

discipline vhich prevents us all from becoming reall.1' crazy. 

Abbott -- "Kant's Tbeory of Ethics" 

Mackenzie -- Outline of Ethics 

Seth __ Ethical Pl"1nciples 

Sedpick -- Methods of Ethics 

r-- 0;;;"'" ~ T. B. Green __ Proleg I to Ithics 

J. S. Iill.l -- Utilitarianism 

w. B. Yeats -- Ideas of' Good and Evil 

Herman ~lv1lle btoke his heart on the problem or good and evil. 

Emerson bad no idea of good ard evil _ be was like a flower. 

Greatest master of all was W. Shakespeare. Iago. 



( 2 ) 

10/2/42 

Ji!tgb'g' 

Morals are an imposition on nature -- which has an "is", not an 

"ought to be". Morals reforma and. d.roras nature. Other sciences deal 

with what is, concerning whose reality there 1s no doubt. Ethics deals 

with what lsn' t but what ought to be. Das sain -- das Bollen. 

Is there an ethical law that holds tor all -- transcendent, tying man 

to God? Or 1s it just the desires r4 the weak. restr.1.eting the strong? 

Tho way to ethics is through doubt -- like the va7 to God 10 through 

doubt. 

The Sophists called ethics -. fable agreed upon- by the ma.ny weak full 

of envy. 

Two attitudes -_ rellg1o-ethical and naturalistic. There 1s a passage 

in Talmud whioh links th ..... - it is IMelenass but not weak. The underfed 

humility of N. T. is not strong or real. This passage 1s in Yoma 2Ja -- and 

is true ethics, because it has something o.f the naturalistic in it. 

C Nature bas an appeal to the heart of everyone. Gorgus "He who would 
( 
( truly live. should let his desires wa:a: to the uttermost. Ethics is • den1&l 
( 
( and deformation of nature. 

( Plausible as the voi.ce of the te.pter 11187 be, the Jev1sh answer is that 
( 
( there is another realm beyond what is -- the reala of what ought to bet whicb 
( 
( is higher and better than nature. 

Rebellions against ethics take place even in the best-disciplined of men. 

J~s says wa need R. moral holiday.R Ani trom this individual revolt, it 

spreads sometimes and is raised to a principle as in Machiavelli, or between 

states in their relations which are completely non-moral and unethical. 
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Utter relativity of ethical staniards is the great denial of an ethical 

sc1ance. 

Ethics denied.: 

1) Each individual a law unto himself 

,,:1 ,s" 

2) Democracy and ethics are an assault upon the shapely and the 

stronc who ought to rule. Better a benevolent despot. 

3) Differing ethical systems seeming to annul each other 

4) In the lives of peoples It one time or another everything bas 

been considered good. 'lhus how claa ethics? 

5) The states in their relations bave never recognized. ethical 

laws. Sovereignty means there 1s no higher law. 

Old Thesis: 

That philosopbical ethics, based on what men want and need (psychologically 

and biologically), as a system, is most closely approximated historically by 

Jewish Ethics. This is based on a rejection of other ~stems (Rigorism, 

Hedonism, etc.) which were unfamiliar ... 1 th human psychology __ on a belief 

in Ufe-~eal1sm (that life is good) - - and thirdly on the hoUer that 

Jewish ethics conformed to the most objeotively desirable system that we 

would think up. 

But no longer so sanguine. Reason cannot be oonvinced by any proof 

of the existence of an objeotive ethioal law. 

( The beartts sincere craving for it is the onlY thing which authenticates 
( 
( truth to the intelleot -- says Henry James, Elder. We cannot know, in the 

sense of proving intellectually -- therefore, the old course is too cocksure 

in its proof of the first prinCiples, of what is the best objective ethical 

system. 
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New Course: 

Start with SUJIIler as a genuine catal,ytic an:! chaos-proclucer. 

Then Epicurus, La Rochefoucauld and Hobbes (man 1s an ordinary an1aal 

and. the only world that exists is the visible one.) VB. Kant. 

F1nall.y Mac Dougall on Instincts and Hart on Insanity -- and last week 

or t¥o, some Jewish Ethics. 

New course tor two rea&OI18: 

1. I 've lost m;y old confidence _ al'd want to try something 

-.,re cruel. 

2. I want to finish in one ..... ter. 

10/15/42 

Ethics is name of that postulated and hoped-for science of objective 

norms to which all men will agree . The possibility of such a science is 

.omot1a.. doubted. 

Morality has 1ISI.1"lY aspects of U ... and place, manifested. in many 

different codes. There are "IV' moralities but onlT one ethic. 

Relativity of ethics 1s due to many reasons --

1) varying moral codes 

2) disagreement on philosophical ideals 

Folkways and mores govern the lives of great mass of people, incapable 

of individual reflective action. 
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In the beginning there were no iD:::lividuals only groups. Ezekiel am 

Jeremiah discovered the illdividua.l. Men were whipped into shape and taught 

discipline by the power of mores. But when this function is achieved, it 

is important that it become not stagnant like China and Iniia. The cake 

of custom must be broken, in order for new genius to a.ppear with new 

insight. 

Walter Bagehot __ "Physics and Politics" describes the valuable 

function of discipline by mores, custom-codes in all early life. "All 

p-eat nations have been prepared in privacy am secret. " There is a 

great danger of overdoing this and suppressing the springs of indiv1dualism. 

Only if a nation can follow nature's own l'IIEtthad -- stability and growth __ 

will it live am progress. Judea, Greece and Rome followed this formula __ 

in the latter two cases ~t was too late, and too much individualism which 

ran riot. 

The mores can make anything right. Tba t 1s the most terrifying thing. 

A fashion can .make anythillg right. Sumner -- pg. 1 (definition of mores) __ 

pg. 19 (Whence mores arise) -- p. 28 (folkways are right) -- p. 29 (folkways 

are true) p. 59 (formal definition) -_ p. 76 (mores have authority of 

racts) -- p. 79 (inertia and rigidity or IIIOres). 
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I. 

Mores can make anything right -- tak, sex, for eltl..llPle, where relativity 

of lIONS 1s conspicuous. 

Cha&tlty in woman is upheld by IIOst civilizations and maJlT primitive 

peoples -_ but there are strildng exceptions -- 421, 422, 423 gives examples 

where unchastity is not only approved. but required. 

Incest 1s regarded as horrible by J1Xlea __ but in Persia, Egypt am Peru, 

especially auong nobility, incest is raprded as proper and required. 480, 

48J. 485. 

Pederasty -- Greek lov., revived ill Bitler Genu.ny, wbicb was at first 

outrageous but is now ill process at creating a new mores. 

Prostitution -- generall,y cordemned, or somet1aes tolerated -- but in 

whole field 01: sacred harlotry (ch. 16) it u demanded. 529 Lupo.nars were 

provided in middle ages openly for dignitaries, including priests. 

Dialectic of history: 

CuSto~Cod8S immensel1 important to discipline early societies, 

and also immon •• l,y dangerous if it goo. beyond a cortain point and 

suppresses iJdiv1dualisa. But when 1rxiiv1d.ual genius does arrive, 

there is the danger that it v1ll run riot and destroy society. 
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10/16/42 

All of us, even the proudest, live mostJ.,y by conformity to custom.eodes, 

not by conformity' to an objectively-shown un:loubted-good nOnD. Mores are 

relative __ that is the great tragedy, because this most important of all 

questions cannot be solved. 

(Abortion and infanticide) 

Romantic love 1s a modern invention. The troubadours br.ought it into 

our mores. A marriage of romance is considered. low and vulgar by all 

aristocracy of the past. All Roman am Greek and Samurai ani Jewish 

marriages were b,y Shidduch. 

Equality" of woman with man 1s dema.n:led. by modern mores an:! ra lional 

ethics -_ but such equalit,y 1s eften rejected by the women themselves, 

especially India. 

Coyness of women 1s generally required qy our mores -- reluctance. 

But the South Slavs reverse this. p.:366 The groom must be pursued. .. 

Modesty -- in old Japan men and woman bathed together naked and 

nobody was disturbed.. In Turkey a woman cannot show the tip of ber nose. 

This is patent illustration that mores lDake anyt.h1ng right. What is the 

rightness and wrongness of behavior? 

BwxIling, as distinctly American, p. 525 
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"Knowing m;yseil as I do, I mistrusted him." 

• 

u. 
Evaluation of Life 

That 1s an Wax of moral progress. Today slaughter 1s condemned, even if 

accidental. But even in advanced clv1lizaUon certain kinds ot slaughter are 

lifted out ot tho IIOre. and peno1tted. Burning w1dow. in India, heretics in 

Spain. witches in New England are all pend tted by mores. 

Greatest exception, also, is group k1ll1Dc in var. This 15 divested of 

all aoral senti.ment baeausa of the moNS. Sanctioned group killing excites 

no reaction of horror -- as would the very same k1ll1ng in peace-time soc1et,y. 

Here the killer is • beast -- there he is • hero. 

War killing might be considered different because o£ a lotty motive _ 

war ideals. But these 8alle lIotives can operate in peace society __ 1.e. 

knocking off head of Father Coughlin. Yet this k1l.l1ng would. not be tolerated 

or extenuated. 

So the difference in teeling between man-slaying in and out ot war is 

purely and simply a difference of mores. One 1s allowed _ one isn't. 

~ There is one tram.mous exception -- China, where the soldier even today 

( is regarded as the lowest huun, next to the an1"l. In Japan, contrariwise, 
( 
( the soldier is regarded as heavenl,y, next to the Emperor. 

How do the mores achieve JXT~er1 and obedience? 

1. RespectabUity -- coUege campus 1890 

Man, like dog, 1s a herd aniul and suffer-s frOll being different 
from his neighbors. p. 95-96 

2. Shame 428, 455 

3. Active persecution 95, especially 232 
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10/22/42 

We have the obvious inference from this discussion of the IIOres 

that right and wrong are merely fashions, only a litUe higher than fashions 

in ladies' shoes. Also we derive our values from the intellectual climate 

in which we grow. 

Ard. then there is the relapse into na ture, which latows no ethics. 

There is no law in nature bigher than the law of cause and effect, 

selt-preservation. There 1s an external dropping back into nature of 

the best of ua -- 1nd.1vid.uals sometimes, nations always __ since they 

certa1nl7 recognize no bigher sov.relgD~. 

Is the struggle between the two pointe or view Oft ethics one of 

the real insolublss1 Relativity cannot be the last word -- and proof 

and objectivity are impossible -- so this 1s • genuinely tragic situation. 

StllDlATION -- of initial diocusslon _ 

Is there a possibility of an ethical law? 
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Ethical theory arises in Greece, but in a Greece which 1s done 

and finished -_ Socrates was after the Pelopennes1an War. 

It arises, it not after collapse, than in a time of crisis, as today. 

Socrates and Plato are so shaken with • passion .tor the good that 

they are alaost Javs. 

Socrates bad three types of pupil I ...... 
Pl_eure-s •• ker -- Plato -- cynic, virtue-man 

Ari.tippua 

Hed1i&a 
Ep1curus 

(C7renaics) 

Anti.theMe 

Zeno, Stoics 

These are example. of two 8Xtr • .a viewe in ethics: 

ArlsUppus -_ .oat i:aportant thing in lif. is bot pl.asure, 

of' belly a1Xi body -- not refined pleasures as 

Eplcurus says Is ~r. 
~.f

exponent ot Eplct!ru.s 

do not postpone Ilia. 

Walter Pater is cb~.t 
,t. • .. . .. "" 

in modern Eng] isb literature -

A.wful. brevi:ty of lif'e va. 

splen:ior of experience. 'nleophUe Gautier. 

Anatole Franc •• Oscar Wilde. 
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10/2)/42 

Epicurus 1s associated with his garden, wherein walked men who l1ved 

without gods. "If there are any gods they have DO concern for mankind." 

w. should want to be bapPT -- is th .... of Epicurus. Get rid of 

vain fears of the beyond . It is against the postponement of living --

also against an extravagance of desire, which makes it civilized and 

gentle. 

Various fo".. ot Epicurelllism. 

1) JoTOUS and •• MUOUS form _ Ariatlppus 

2) CUltivation of sensation and experience - - subtle -- Pater 

:3) English type - - simple and unafraid rafot'lll.srs, starting with 

Bentbsm. IIill. utilitarians. 

Contrasting with Carlyle - - who called desire for pleasure 

"hogwash." Epicureanism of these Englishmen very simple --

desiring certain concrete needs for men to make tilem happy 

an:! good. 

It is wrong to r8g.~ Epicureanism as involving a moral skepticism. 

It results not froe. frustration and defeat . It 1s IIMtrely healthy" pag:::;. ? 

It is f'or the sensuous an::l also for those who are not . Omar K. 11~ 
and Eccles . are not hedonists, because they come to it as disappointed 

transcetxientalists . True mood of hedonism uttered in three words by" 

Arlstippus, when he was reproached for too Ialch fun -- "I have. I am not bad." 
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1b.es1s : 

Pleasure, positive or pale, should be the end ot life. No wastage in 

ecstatic devotions and idealistie sacrifices. lhis 1s the anti-beroic 

hedonin. __ the common denominator of all forms __ from the bot Aristlppeanisa 

to the mild Ut.ilitariani ... 

Fallacy 1s that not all men desire pleasure. Hedonism says they 

should be made to desire it. 

!ledonis,. i. a _ of delight. __ not the philosoJlh7 with which to 
&"l.r PJ..r4." .ti, " , 

fight Prom"the ... bettl •• for ideal.. Art. is high hedonisa -- the laugbtsr 

before the Puritans entsr -- tho hugbtsr before )'outh yant out to fight 

for ideals. All this 1s dev.l~1*i 1n Walter Pater's Repauenee. 

Esthetic hedoDiD. 

a. was an austere Oxford don -- living entirely' in his mind and not . 
ildulging in sense -- but was the fountaiDbead for the entire 90's. The 

epUogue to the Renaissanca was the creed tor esthetes of the period. 

Great task. real Maning of lite, is to see all that can be seen 

by the senses. Philosophy' behind th1.s is that of Heraclitus -- all lit. 

15 in nux -_ no abiding thing. Pater saTs that only real thing is the 

sharp experience of a sensation. o.u- life is a short day -_ and not to 

have experience is to sleep before evening. Make desperate effort to 

see and touch before death. 
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10/29/62 

Epicurus 

"All good is finally reducible to the bal.ly" -- this shocks our sense of 

transcendental.islll __ when we're not hungry, but when we're bungr:r we agree 

with it. Bentham got economic and social refor. through Parliament with }Us 

tlleory. 

Epicureanism 1s • do-ctrine of selfishness, ego1sa -_ to give it its 

worst name right away. But it is honest. 

Wallace -- Epic. -- p. 95-6 __ no reality outside ot matter and DIOticn. 

"Whatever is, is 'bod1'. \>t'hatever is not body, is not." Hobbes. This rule. 

out soul, gods, beavena, etc. .No such thing as immaterial reallq. Therefore 

Ep1eureanisza t::.sed. on ataaic theory at DellOCrltus; man is not derivable froa 

any unseen, spiritual area. "The incorporeal is the nonexistent." Onl,y true 

realit,' is wha. t we can touch. Hind, intelligence, soul are not generically 

different from ~ -- only variants of body. But Ep1curus wasn't interested 

in natural science _ only in a doctrine o:f living am desire for happiness. 

p. 110 -- religion was an evil -- of superstition, fear, lack of beneficence. 

Rel.1gion made an::l kept people unbapp,y. There.fore he desired to remove tb.ie 

•• fear of religion, espec1aJ.ly the fear of death, ani concentrate people on 

living this lite. With regard to gods -- 1) God 1s serene, shapely but 
death 

unconnected. with man. 2) God. is w:i.thout feeling and consciousness, hence 

without interest for us. 
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pp. 117, 118 -- according to atomic theory J everything 1s deterC1ined 

but Ep1curus has one curious inconsistency -_ freedom or will. Essential 

in pursuit of happiness, that man be not tied by f.te or dest1n7 -

freedom. 

p. 121 -- PhllodelDUs -- "man reaps pleasure from a single day as if 

it were an age." Never postpone living. So if we can urge against 

Ep1eurus that 1t 18 unheroic and untragic, which is true - nevertheless 

it 1s real, good. adviCe £or liVing. What they advise __ 1.e .. to rid. 

ourselves of thought of death - 1s not easy -- but stU! ilaportant. 

Once having learned to accept death - then forget about it and don't 

worry.. Spinosa - the free JIIUl thlnka of nothing less than of death. 

"Wisdom 1s not a meditation of death but or life.-

p. 121 -- Though we die tomorrow. that should not interfere with 

our enjoyment of today." 

Spino •• -- Bk IV, Prop. 67 

God 1s the one thing about which all paradoxes are true. 
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Seth on "Hedonism" 

1) The hollowness and wordiness of transcendentalism and religiosity --

the weaknesses into which these degenerate sometimes __ are nowhere better 

outlined than in the honest" and candor and cynicism of Epi cureanism. 

2) Bplcureani Sll. has a validity of its own. The world is matter and 

motion and nothing else . Man should pursue not vague ideals but pleasure 

and. happiness . 

This may be called. enlightened egoislD., wi-tll a worderft1l cult of 

frierdship. It can be seen well in its attitude toward Justice .. 

i'1J is absolQ.te for the .rews and Plato -- written in the stars 

for all man to pursue . Epicurus $ays that so long as justice is 

necessary for happiness , it 1s O. K. - - but to be sought in and for 

itself - - no, sin: In the idea of justice arrl. other moral ideals - -

Epicurus is really an Q",P "!)at because he danie,s they are eternal 

verities. 

The 1i:mi ta tions are obvious -- 1 t ' 5 a religion that preaches 

resignation, withdrawal -- deliberately avoids heroism __ preacbes 

"'un:i1sturbability ... 

( Psychological £allacy o£ hedonism is that when you set out seeking 

~ pleasure you'll never get it - - if you don't seek it, it will come as 
( 
( an escort to other activity_ 
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Random House ad. "Epicurean Philosopby" 

p. 19 -- aim of philosophy -- Plato, pursuit of knowledge, speculativ') J 

~-tJ;. "". 
interest; for Empedocles it was attempt to find peaos of mioo atapacia -

8alf_possession. 

p. 49 -- Epicurus makes of philosophy a religious ethic -- able to 

heal suffering, and if it cannot, then it is in vain. 

p. 30 -- .... 0 should begin to st~ pbilosophy (i.e. practice a 

life-experience) young and not cease even when old. This simply means 

not to postpone living. As be grows old he will be' young by virtue of 

his memories - and in youth he will 'be old because unafraid of what 

is coming. 

Buddha foUDded a l'81igion of negation and Nirvana because 

he knew that men's desires turn to asbes in the mouth when finally 

achieved. But this is exactly what Epicurus wanted, to avoid - he did 

not want mal1. reeling from pleasure to new desire -- he wanted quiet 

pursuit of happiness that could actually be realized and enjoyed. 

p. JO-JJ -- Death is nothing to us because it1s the deprivation 

of sensation. Nietsche -_ "We all know we've got to die __ O.K. --

let's be cheerful about it." 
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La Rochefoucauld 

Sitting in judgment on others is a great cause of evil. The "&xims" 

would tend to discourage this kind of moral-critique. 

The attitude that you are bad and I am good is a double source of evil --

because it in:iicates hopelessness for you am hatred on rrI:f part. This sitting 

in judgment 1s a]~o~t t biological thing -- it is egoistic, seli_assertive . 
.,;.., ~ 

Also Sltttng"detracts attention from you:rself by damning the other fellow. 

It is the very devil in causing hs.tred. 

The beginning of w1:edOJl would be to regard the Max::1..ms as true of ourselves 

aainot of' our neighbors. These maxims should serve as a means o:f self-searcb.ing 

and as such we do a double work of good __ reducing our assertiveness and 

reducing a cause of hate. 

Judge ourselves instead of others. Reverse the process of' Datura. 

Particularly good for pt-eachers, who, if they denounce, must 1oo1me 

themselves in the denunciation. Better yet, leave the congregation out 

aM denounce only yourself .-- like the religious genius of Is. 53~ Concentrate 

on yourself and that will persuade them to do the same. The three supreme 

images of all time are Is. 53, person on the Cross, and the Shearit Israel 

through the ages -- they all hated themselves. 

This type of self-hatred is sublime. At the other em is the renegade. 

All our virtues are dictated by self-interest. 

( Kant -- act in such a way that whatever you do could be done by everybod,y 
( 
( else without hurt to anyone. 

Self-judgment. is the first step to"'1I!rd this high Kantian morality. 
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Courage 

Vanity, pride and. temperament, account for courage in men and virtue 

in woman. Maybe Colin Kelly is the exception. La Rocbefoucauld says, 

it's true of Me, when I want into battle. This 1s self-examination. 

Am are probably more widely applicable -- hence are revelations of human 

nature, 

lIagnanill:l.ty #248, p. 4) 

Magnanimity effects to disdain all in order to gain all. 

#52, p. 187 

MagnazUmity is noble effort on part of pride wbereby man gains 

control of himself in order to gain control of all world. 

Pride #)6, p. 15 

It woul.d seem that nature ••••• bas given us pride in order to cover 

our deficiencies. 

#)D) , p. 99 

However much good we hear of ourselves we never learn anything new. 

137, p. 15 

Pride rather than goodwill accounts for the rebukes we bestow on 

the faults of others. 

off. 

Our reproofs are not intended for their benefit but to show ourselves 

#462, p. 14) 

The selfsame pride. 

Generosity 

1246, p. 81 

What looks like generosity is often no more than a disgu1se for 

alllbition disdaining the small aims in pursuit of great ones. 



Philosophy 

122, p. 11 

( 19 ) 

Philosophy' triumphs over the past am. future but what about the 

present? 

/420, p. 131 

Death 

Death, which terminates the senSes, is the great evil. "Two things 

you can ' t look in the .race __ the sun aDd death." La Rocbefoucauld died 

with immense superiority over the oircumstance. 

#21, p . 9 

Condemned man displays stoicism whiCh is really a ~efusal to 

f'aee death. 

p. 159 

Men of resource and courage make Use of some honorable pretext 

to avoid contemplation of death. 

"All v'irtues dictated. by sell- interest. " 
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Temperance 

p. 177, $l5 ,.,...' 
Abst&miousl\1s dictated either by regard tor health or inability 

to eat a big meal. 

p. 169, 14 

We would fain eat more, but afraid. to make ourselves ill. 

p. 97, Il93 

Moderation, as opposed to .. bitton, u passivity and sloth of 

the spirit.. 

p. 9, 117-18 

Modesq- (moderation) displayed by successful people 1s due to 

the peace o£ mind which good fortune brings them. 

Modesty 1s due to a fear of incurring the well-merited envy arrl. 

contempt that follows those who are intaxieated by good. fortune. 

p. 19, #54 

Contempt of wealth was, allOng early philosophers, a form of 

revenge against fa te for depriving them. RESSENTIMENT • 

(according to Nietsche this accounts 

for Christianity -- violent jeal.ousy J 

people like Paul envied the Romans 

and blackened them.) 

N.B. ( Maybe this is the scoffing ) 
( ) 
( sneering side of life -_ and ) 
( ) 
( is wrong. Kant says so. ) 

p. 

es is a desi of people to ac\uir& 

1:h t for sUcce !'ul rivals \ 

This tvue of conlPmp for wealth position s ~l1v d 
inabill to 8't.'ta them. " to an 
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p. ~1. #55 

Hatred of favorites is a desire of people to acquire favor for 

themselves. We have contempt for successCul rivals. 

This type of contempt for wealth and position is really due to 

an inability to attain them. 

Humility 

p. 115. #358 

Humili~ is true test of Christian virtue. 

p. 83. #254 

Humility is often mere pretension of submission in order to 

dominate others. Pride is never better disguised than when it wears 

cloak of humility. An artifice wherein pride debases itself in ordar 

to be exs.lted. (The meek want to inherit the earth.) 

p. 49. $149 

---t"'! 1-~f"-;tdm1ration is 

P.~ 1138 

to desire it in double measure. 

. Men would. rather malign themselves rather than not talk about 

themselves at all. 

163. p. 23 

Hatred of lies often due to unconscious desire to add weight to 

our own evidence and gain for our words a sort of religious eeverence. 

p. 185. #49 

Faith in ourselves chiefly responsible for faith we repose 

in others. 

Virtues Regarded as Binding on all Humans 
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#170, p. 55 

Difficult to tall ... -be'tber clean honest. action is due to virtue 

or discretion .. 

'171, p. 55 

Virtues lose themselves in se1tisbness as rivers are lost. in 

the sea. 

Loyalty 

Loyalty is device of amour propre to win confidence, raise oneself 

above others and be entrusted with attairs of importance .. 

Justice 

Justice is onl,y lively apprehension that someone is taking away 

something that belongs to us. Hence Justice tor n,.lghbor is desired 

so that we ourselves may not sutfer troa 1l'Ijustice. 

1237, p. 79 

(If in doubt remember that you're a genov.) 

Goodness deserves credit only in those strong enough to do 

evil. In others it 1s only laziness or want. of character. 

Sympathy, Pity 

#2EA, p. 87 

Pity 1s often sense of personal calamity aroused by calamity 

of otherS -- a subtle insurance against possible adversity. 

Grat.itude 

#223, p. 73 

GraUt.u1e is like mercant.ile credit. -- we pay our debts in order 

to borrow again. 
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#83, p. 29 

(Fr1errlship would seem to rest on mutual sympathy and gratitude.) 

Wha t men call friendship is merely partnership, A bartering of 

good offices. 

#87, p. 27 

We can love nothing except in relation to ourselves. There is 

nothing disinterested. 

Love is a fever of the senses. 
---t~ 

i261, p. 87 

In none of the passions does selfishness play so great a part 

as in love. We are always ready- to sacrifice the comfort of those we love 

rather than our own. 

1374, p. 119 

Man who thinks he loves his mis'tress only out of love for her 

15 very much mistaken. 

#204, p. 65 

Disdain of women is employed by them l'ike .tllle apparel. and 

cosmetics to enhance their beauty. Virtue is erotic trick. 

1367, p. 117 

There are few virtuous women who aren't tired of their profession. 

#19, p. 9 

We all have en:ough strength to bear the misfortunes of others. 

-1235, p. 77 

We are'eas~ consoled for the mdsfortuna of our friends if this 

affords us an opportunity to display our affection. 

We always rind something not displeaSing in the misfortunes of 

our deareat .frieDis .. 
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#233. p. 75 

Bereavement gives rise to several kinds of bypoer1w,y. W. miss the 

esteem in which the departed held us. 

~ Vanity' and seU-interest are present not only" in frlend.shlp .00 
arises 

( 
( 

love but 0100 in hatred and enail;)'. 

( i. woUDd.cl V&D1l;)'. 

#29. p. 13 

IIatred IH,~ ___ rrom envy-. which 

Our ill deed. do not br-ing upon 118 eo IlUch persecution and ba trtd 

a. our good qual1 u.. __ because or en..,-. 

1238. p. 79 

In most cases it 18 aaf.-to do • an an injury than to heap too 

many .favors upon him. (Hetll bate you for it.) (Between equals there are 

no favors.) 

#14. p. 7 

Not only are Mon apt to toreet kindness •• but hat. their beneracto'rs 

and are reconciled to those at whose haDd.. theY' have suft.red Wl"ong. 

( 'l'bere is certaUl value to Ia Rocbefoueauld -_ not just cynical --
( 
~ but clears the air ot so .. hn>ocrisy __ and through this knowledge of 

( hwun nature W8 may advance. 

#27. p. 178 

Prais. has at l.ast the _rit or confirminc us in our virtuoUli 

practic... (1'hl.. is good pedagogical devise.) 

Praise accorded to courag., wit er beauty tards to enhance these 

qualities. 
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Repentance -- how does he explain this, 

1184, p. 59 

w. confess our .tsdMds in order that our trankDess .. ,. repair 

the daJlage they do us in the .1" of others. 

#180, p. 

Repentance is not 80 lII1cb regret for the evil we have done as 

for that which ~ befall us. 

#153 

Klrit ia: • c1tt of' Datur. -_ am to!"tuM provides oecasions for 

ita displa;y_ (Quo Mrit doe5ll't depead on 118 _ bat on success am 

f'ortune. Is there anJ"th1l)g more non-ethical?) 
, 1-' Jt-..... tJ.-J,.. it;" .. ....../ ) 

-I.e wee.. tait 1. _rite- -- this UDdoel the Bible -- both 

cannot be true. 

$57, p. 21 

Great deeds are not result ot high p1rpO •• but at good tortun. 

ard circUllStance. A modest man v1ll Imov thia. 

• • La Roch.toucauld doesn't be11eTe in tree will __ and doesn't need it. 



( 26 ) 

1/7/43 

Man 1s s8,Uiah. wicked, hopelessly selt-centered. His virtues are 

all .aks. 'l'h1s view of bu.an nature -7 be .are true than V8 are disposed 

to admit • 

• • Th. net result is a hopelessn ••• in large part that there is an ethics. 

W. have no free v1ll or ethical ide.l. _ VII are run by other forces beyond 

us. La Roche!'oucauld oppose. hnt, who NJ'S _ "Was du soUat, kannat duo· 

La Roche:roucauld says no _ vanity, selt1abDes. prevent us fro. d..oine what 

we should. W. are all driven by powers not ourselves. 

What ray or light is there? While all _n are moved by amour propre, 

still this amour propre can be tr.1Ded in • certain lD8asure to achieve 

soc1a.l and moral results. 
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D.term1n1aa - Power of fortune 18 in all our ach1evuents. 

#470. p. 145 

All our qualities are unstable am. are abIoat always at the 

-rc;r of a sudden crisis. 

1323. p. 105 

Our vildoa 1. the sport ot tate no less than our vorl.dlJr goods. 

19. p. 171 

To p,uantee OUl" conduct we .bould have to cuarantea our fortune. 

(Thore but tor tho grac. or God CO I.) 

ISS. p. 21 

Apparentl,y our actions bav. luoJrancl unluoq star., and to these 

.,st of the praia. or bl.aM is reall7 due. 

( ben it lie rule out circuutance. the secret. of our behavior 
( 
( resides in the equilibriua of our passions. whicb 11 not a JIOral thing. 

It ve subdue our pass'1ona the cred.1 t 1. due to their veakness 

.ore tllan our strength. 

1291. p. 95 

Men'. virtues like fruit bave their seaSODS. 

#43. p. 17 

Man otten thinks he leads. when in tact he is led. Whll. h1a 

_ (IOOra1) tak •• h1a in 0"" direction. his heart (pa •• ion) tak •• h1a in 

another. 

Tho burt alvay. outldts the Mad. 
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#177, p. 57 15, p. ) 

We can no .oN guarantee the oont.:ilm&Jlee of our passions than 

that ot our 11ves. 

Shall v. reall7 .&1 ve are helpless in tace ot our passional 

Where is education __ lI01"a1 preIBure __ reehapiDg: ot character? Can ve 

tree ourselv •• fro. our passional 

110 __ not w>l.... tho d.sire to be troo u .troJtpr than tho 

aua ot the passions. This d •• ire to b. tree .,t be an ~na:.17 strong 

passion itself'. 

110, p. S 

Ihman heart &1..,88 birth to unerd.1.ag •• ries ot s-ssione. 

1192, p. 6) 

When our Tic •• abaDlon us ve tlatter ourselv •• that it is we 

who abandon tba. 

#191, p. 61 

The vices whiob haunt us OD lit.'. journey ay be cOllPAreci to 

imls at which we IIII18t lodge -- and I doubt, it we were to _ke the trip 

again, whether W8 could avoid thea. 

Is there one co-.n deno.u.tor to vh.1ch we can redace the 

pa.ssionsl 

12. p. 169 

The passiona are in ever,y cas. DOthinc more than sensations 

(wanlth or coldness) .. 

144. p. 17 

Force ot character and weakne •• ot character are ill-nailed. They 

are in t .... th nothing but good or had pi\f.i.quo. 
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#443. p. 149 

'ftle JIOst violent passions allow lUI .a_nu of' Nsp1:te, but nniv 

never leaves us at rest. 

#35. p. 14 

All lOOn are oquallT proud - the7 cUt1'er onJ.7 in their opportunities 

ard ways 01' diap1a;y1ng p~~ ~-t-~ ~ 

(llare 18 were ed1. can .top in - a II8Jl -7 be lII&do to be proud -
of social behaY1or, z. b. ) 

UltiJu.te driving !or-ce __ a.oUZ' propr4l, the center about which revolve all 

IIOVea8nu ot the soul. It 111 soul ltael.t and u.te. It". bave no aJIOur propre 

w. are dead. l'9eD the hUllbl. an - huail1V 18 bU ..,v propre and he 18 alive. 

It 1. biological _ not .-th1n& 1'0. the .. rollato to .ave about. AIIour 

prop.. in 1 ts.l1' 18 not nil -_ deped. to Wa t us. it 18 pot. 

p. 163 1'1'. 

Aaour propre ls love or one • .u -__ kea Mn idolise theE.l vee -

t;yrann1 •• their ne1gbbor •• 

It even Joina foree. nth those who attack :it _ conspires tor ita 

own dereat.. It is cont.Dt to be ita OWD entllQ' provided it can exist. 

AlIlour propre -- co.-partd to lea _ never at rest. This 1s un. Sad. 

( The only chink of hope is that soae passions can be developed, which are 
( 
( lesl ev11, at the ope ... ot other. ldUcb are more del..terloU8. 'lh1e can be 
( 
( done by appealing to the amour propre, wbich is th • .2n!z appeal TOU can _k. 
( 
( to • huaan baing. 

Amour propre is ind.i.tterent to DIOrale - existed betore IIOrala did. 

SiJIp13" a question of turning aJIOur propre toward virtue and awaT fro. vice as 

IlUch •• po •• lbl.. '1'h1s is accOJIPlished by soc1a.l pressure., which operate with 

reward and pra.iae and bl ... as their weapons. 

J.aour propre ::c. selt pride. Life 
hither a ain nor a virtu. __ a1..pl1 the 1nd1s~O.,bJe condition of being aliv 
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.Man is • creature o~ sense, but • coapl.lcated an1.M.l - the world is 

a chain of cause and ettect -- there is notb.1ng bey-oDd what va see -

no teleology. 

In contrast, there 1s the vi .... that • spiritual world does exist, 

froa which .... derive our l1&bt ard aspiration. There 11 hope that the 

connection between the ater1al. and spiritual worlds vill be brought about. 

111 the rellgloll8, that believe in the order 01 the univer •• , a 

spiritual world-order, with God and soul ••• lDatr...Dta, are in this 

••• ond .SI'p. And all tho philosophi •• are in it -- fro. Plato to Kant. 

Cr1t.1eis. of La Rochof""2.uld 

La Roche.toucauld overs1llp11tl •• - there are other motivations ot bu-n 

conduct than ..,ur propre. Llitatlon, sugg •• Uon are two. Moreover theN is 

• hierarchy within the UIOur propre - one an sordid in desire 1"or .,ney; 

another aa.n eacer for power and. glory aid t.... Moreover there are even 

exceptions to the gener&1 rule ot amour propre. SOIMtilles we ~ glv8 charity' 

when nobody is looking. 

'l'be value ot his ny,y1 •• is that we should learn to be .elt_en.1n1ng _ 

try to 1'1' •• our intellect fro. our beart. 
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The d1t!'er.Dce between La Roehetoucauld and other viewpoint 1s based 

on a radical tact, beyond proof. Either you do or do not believe that 

there is so_thing more than the material world. 

Kant says 'W have in the moral law a voice from the noumenal world. 

La Rochetoucauld say. UIOV propre __ Dostoevsky says that when 

re11,10n touches a man h. becomes tranator.ed. 

There are one or two _0 in the world who love _nJd..!d more than 

themselves. Potent1al17 wa are all capable _ now. 

These moral acquisitions and strlY1nca are the Iateet things acqu1Nd 

in -.n' s story - they are hiib and fraclle -- the tbin& • .ost e.aUy 

given up_ 

Dostoevsky -_ Book VI -- 'nIe Russian IIonk. Thi. is highost point 

to which the Slavic soul has ever risen. Each ot us is responsible at 

all U.es tor all things to every'b0d7 elsa. 'lh1s is the opposite extr ... 

from amour propr •• 
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Religion 

The vaT to have a God, 18 not 1nteUactual17. but to lova _n. Most 

hU8&nB, little .,re tba.n an1.1s, do not understand God. '1'he proof ot God 

lies in our capac~;tr' for love -- acts at service and 8011cibde ard tenderness. 

Th. proof at God 1s inducU •• -_ co._ to you gradually from your own 

IUs, dependiD&: on the • .aunt ot love you show :tor unkiDd. 

It's as aiJlple as that, aM a. 1IIpo •• 1bl... Love Mn and you v1ll know 

God. On. iII • a1llion can aspire to it - a. one in a lI1ll1on .ap1red to 

manhood when we ware an chi apen ..... 

Pb1loS0phy 

Kant starts with thi. feeling that is preaent in thes. ve"r7 rare 

individuals __ this f •• line ot cODscurace. Certain lMn bave the teel1.ng 

that the Jk)ral law 1s ~rat1y.. the onlT tact to explain the presence at 

this moral law is the .tact that there 18 treedaa and not d.termin1.slll -- that 

there 1 •• spiritual world with which ve bay. contact. Start with the preM.se 

that there 1s in you the lIOral law -- -du aollat- -- "thou shalt". This lead. 

to the step inarltabl,y -du kannat-, in spit. of e ... eryth1nc you .-7 about 

d..term1n1 ••• 

Recapitn)'tton 

The lIorld of amour propre va. the world or love; world without God vs. 

world with God. 

Jalaludd1n. Persian Sufi .. sUo. says _ "~Ih.r. love awakens. that dark 

de.pot -- ego -- dies." 

ItOlderl1.n __ "All.in zu MiD. und obne GOtter 1st der Tod.· But IIOst ot 

us are alone in our selt-love. Self love .ana hatred 01 other. __ am no 

love or aaD. 

Do.toavak1 -- ,..aponaibUitT to all _n tor an th1np. That i. lav. __ that 
sense or God cannot be roved or d1apeeved. It 1&. 
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Man __ vi thout the instincts ot the an1ul to guide hia, and vi thout 

onoush intelligonco to substitute for inst1l1ct -- is the blind alloy ot 

all an1uls. 118nc. tho nighturo ot history. 

That 1s the world __ tor .,st of ua; without God. and v:1th •• U-interest. 

as pr1:ae 1IIOtiTaUon. 

All the proor. if all7 aro apinst God __ •• _ially 10 hwoan experiellCo 

against ht.. '1'he Jews invented ;1:1;'1 ". 1"" D • to r •• cue the:1r God. 

trom being • Dnil. 

How odd of God to bave chosen tbia people .1 the ve ••• l at d •• pest 

insights. One ot thea aM later another said tha t _n IlUst die vi. thin 

h11llseJ.J: and be born again reborn (11ko tho .oed d,ying, then yielding fruit). 

This dying to one's sell 18 the hard.st thing tor man to do -- man even begins 

to hate that which ... ltes b1a die to be bo .... again on a higher levol. 

But it one aan 1D • lI1'l'iad can kill his seU-interest -- that 1s the 

clearest proof at God. 

'lb. heart baCOMs tIDed with 10 •• for all _n __ a sense at respona1b1l.1tT 

tor all __ manitestation of th1a love 1. the clue to persuasion. Love alone 

v1ll break down selfishness. Force leads onl,y to IIOre torce _ that has 

been the experience of histor,y. It one be capable or love - one has passed 

over and become the new 11&0. 

This is the COIlllOD troaS1ll7 ot manldnd -_ the l1rlng hesrt of Christianity 

aM Judai8ll. These are the -.ost :1Jlportant contributions to the understanding 

of God in modern times -- St. Francis discovers love. Christ resurrected baa 

such a hold on imagination of .an because it is a symbol and supr .... .bod'went 

ot h_n and natural ritual. 

We as a people are a kiDd of Christ-peopl. in our sacred ,,·,_0. 
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hnt __ V01C8 or COn.&C~ __ 1Dn.r heart ot soae _n 1n!la.ad. by 

augustn.ss ot .,ral. law __ by sense of fr.8 will -- by God. 

( Possible to derive a pertectl.,y toler.bl. ethics troll the other point ot 
( 
~ view. Benthu. believed in determ1niaa. no God, no such thing as love -- yet 

( was benefactor of unkind. 

2/4/43 

1) The Wy good in the WOrld 18 that eJMl!.'td by the good vi". 
This is the open1 DC aentenc. - he is on the .1d.. of th. eDgels. 

lIoDtbaa's first senta""" is: The,.. are two .stars in ,..ture by WOOl 

the hllllAn conduot 18 COZltroUed _ Pl. .. nre and Pain. Th1a is the other 

school. These ought to gonn .,ral conduct. 

Does the world believe IanU Do.en inst1nct1vel;y beluv8 that character 

is mor. desir.bl. than wealth, position. paver? (Mendelssohn and lieutenant) 

Ar. not these things good 1 

2} It nothing is good but th. good rlll, what is the good "ill, "Mob 

will u good? 'nut will. :18 good which acta out o~ respeot tor the IIOr.1 law. 

and. doe. not pald to temptation (such &s desire tor .-oney, re .... ng., UI1Il1t1on, 

vo_n, etc.) Are there aDl' .. n who poss.ss such a vUlt This is • description 

or • .t;rpe Tet to co... The "0'" had th. IIOnkeT in 1Iind.; the ""nkeT had Bach 

in 1Iind. 

3} What 1.0 the IIOral lay? '!he ""ral lay 1. the lay or lavfUlne •• _ nothing 

specific, but naJIIIl.y: act so. that whatever IOU do could be done by ever;ybod:r 

.1s. and could be _de into a law. Eve%')" action IlUSt be such that you can 1aagin. 

ev.rybody 81a. doing 1t, and its becoaing part ot the general JIOral law. 

In th1.s ethic everyone is • legul.a. tor tor all. 

f havo ~~ We, a o~~ ~~M3J!lli~ by >d.(j.; authentic vi.ioD8 billions of h"..". 
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The first idea which develops out of the law "act onlT in such way 

that can be universalized" 115 the higher idea of hUDlanity, which 1s a 

concept far beyond the naturaJ.1stic. It is an approach to a different 

level already. 

There are no distinotions higher or lower race __ everyone in 

humanity acts vith aoral reason. 

Secon:i, is notion of .uto~ and personality. Moral. reason is the 

u .. between an ani God ___ n who 18 h1a own law-giver, who makes up his 

own laws, then as obedient servant, has to live by thea. This 1s the only 

way to be free -- sel1'-daterm1nation, on basis of own moral jlklgment. 

Personal:1ty emerges when 1.ndlvidual law-giver makes pattern for others, 

and also tollows patterns of others. In this vay are man bearers of 

hU>lall1ty, whichr!. iapl101t in aU. 

'l1l1rd, human beings .. as IIIOral l.&vg1vers, are 

tban aere world-order __ they are c1.tluns of the 

01 tizens of higher Ord::.:.;n0r 
~~ , 

"Kingdom of Goals." 

'1'h:1s 1s religious. Goodness has a pr1lllacy of its own. 

Everything else has a price, but morality am huaan1ty are eOOs in 

themselves. Everything .158 can be used as a lleans, but humanity JlUSt 

not be used as a _an, at least not aU the tiM. Humanity in yourselt 

is also holy, as well as humanity in others. 
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Iantian .thic. d •• ply rooted in • rellgioua world-view. Therefore, 

no objections to -IV detaUs ot the ethic can shake the t.hi.ng as • whole. 

lantian ethic based on notion ot .treecic., in general sense ot 

spontaneous creative activity_ We hu.ana lIUSt shape things, rather than 

be shaped. We aust _ka lava tor thinp. 'fbi. 1.8 opposite to r.. Roche.toucauld, 

who saya ve are puahed aroUDi, we are abapecl. 

His book ·.tapbJ's101 ot Moral.- - .... .,rale represent valid, 

a priori lawa -- just .1 _tapiQ'slc. of Dature-, diaoarera a set at laws 

• priori, valid 1Ib1oh hold for all of natun. 

Theae a priori IaOra1 lava are tru. before ve evo look at a an -

just a5 there are lava in re nature 1IIh1ch are true betore you look at 

nature. These .. priori .,ral lava are nolv.t out ot our UDiarat.a.nding, 

our 8enSa ot moral1v -- before ve COIM &DJ1Ibere near experience. Take it 

or leav8 it -- these lavs are true even though .0 bu.an being can live up 

to them. 

1"h1.rdly, there is • "Physics ot Horal.a" -_ how un actually 11ves. 

W. go to the scientists of behavior -- anthropologists, psJ'chologists 

to see how people act in world. Tbb bas nothing to do with eth.1.cs. 
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Kant bal to Ihaw that 

I. Oar mral reason u • law-giver, a source ot lava for .oral behavior. 

1. Han consists of sense am reason ( .. tter and for.) 

a. We have dr1.ves, urges, appetites. 

• These turn into desire. when an object presents itself. 

Satisfaction of theee d •• ires 1s happiness. 

b. Realon 11 _1ed in tha IIOral law, wbich 10 vaJ.1d and 

binding for all _no 

b without a reprelents cI1_ will. 

& • b • ani.,) • 
IUn 1. coabination of both. 

Neither God nor an1ul has morality _ only man. God 1s not moral __ 

b. is holy. The aniaal caMot be said to act or behave in freedoa -- he is 

&cted. upon 'by his senses. 

lave 

In man morality consists of dollinat1ng Ins sense drives by the aoral 

Han's .,Nl consciousness shows the clash betw.en duty and desire __ 
would 

be_on wbat wo ought to do and what lMiII/lll<o to do, al relult of being 

soUcited and tupted by our sense apparatus. 

• •• Th. only IIOnl value is when we do so_thing out of respect for the 

JDOral lav, not out ot sense of pleasure in doing that act. Koreover, the 

only' good 1s that which CO.,8 as a result of duty, as result of fulfilling 

the moral law -- good which co .. s as result ot some emotional response 

(pity, love, etc.) 1s O.K. but 1s not enough because 1t hasn't come as 

result of lIoral duty. 
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There.tore the BIOral law 18 • categorical illperative -- do what the law 

eo_Dde unequivocally and unco!Xl1t1onallJr. A1l. other 1aperaUves are 

hypothetical -- i.e. you eat prune. to have. movement -- but the JIOral 

t.peratlve is unconditional, categorical. 

'!'he God in 111m is the dlrlne Yoloa o:t .,ral reason __ the ani •• , is ) 

( his Id.hko. aDd paitala. 
) 
) 

All this preouppo... • ... thine 1Ohioh doH DOt exist in tho "" tural 

vorld -- fre.t.aa. Man in his lID!"al re&sOD alcme 11 free - whU. as part 

of .. ttor he 14 _l.l;r dotoft1Ded as in all nature. 

Any being without froodoa is not .ubject to _rol evolusUon. 

Freedom 1s the capaclt, to act t.hI'o gh apontaoelty", not unier pressure 

of causes • 

• • • It everything in world of nature 1a oaU8'''1' determined, not free -

then there IIIlSt be another world where freed.o.. does obtain. The world of 

nature 115 ph.noeent
' world -- the real..l¥ real world, the intelligible 

one ia called noneen.'. lD that. world freedca bolds, ani when we act vitA 

IIOral reason we are in touch with that world. 

Th1a 1& the point which, it broken, will. allow us to throw over Plato 

and Mose. and go to • night club to bave so. tun. 
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Goethe ... - The truth baa been round long ago. 
It needs but to be .e1Hd again. 

2/19/43 

Freedoa is the absolutely' indispensable condition for IIOraUty' -- put. 

us on the level ot God, because frMdoa meana creativity, spontaneity. 

Humans are at oac. parte at D&turea and clt1seaa of • bigher world --

.,stl,y the torwar, 11k. herd an1··' s. But if' this 18 a.ll _ vere, ve would 

be incapable of .,reli1;y. 

Every h1Ulall is elther aotivel1' or potAnt h"1 • citiMn ot the higher 

world -_ follows ita law, 1Ih1eh ill a>rel, on be.lo of its froedOll. 

For .oat men the probl_ is to _k. the law ot the nou.nal. world 

overcOM the law of the phenoJMnal world. 1h1s struggle, this prabl_ is 

the bWlAD draa called hlator,r, growth, aecent. 

'l'h. supre.e character ot goodness postulates the existence of treedc., 

which exists nowhere in the natural world, sino. we are all pushed. But 

when we obey the JDOral law out ot respect tor it (not out ot pleasure or 

vanity), .a if we were citizens ot • luper_natural world -_ then we are 

free; true or1g1natora and creators. 

Man, be1:ng a citizen ot both vorlds, lIUt bave the higher conquer the 

lower -- this natural world gn be turned into • MSsl.an1c kingdoa. 

"Du sollst" ... - unconditional moral law - therefore "du kennst" 

you have the .freedoa to do it • 

.Marx cannot be explained by Marxian materiallsm ... - beCAuse Marx 11&5 not a 

proletarian, driven by externals. He was a Yiaion.!,)", with a prophetic passion -

how do tho _ter1el1.t. explain that! 
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1. Pr1aacy of Practical Reason 

Ethics more iaport.nt than knowledge an::l science, art and beauty. 

Though the.e are almost ba.ic in huaan civilisation, there 1s one t.lrl.na 

deeper ... _the ethic. 

Inowledge and. sclence, by ltaelt, iIIIportant though it be, 1s not 

enough. 

Bertrand Russell -- "FJoee Han'. Wonh1p· -- no Gcxl, no purpose, 

accidental atoldc existence -- tb.1s .... ,. represents the point that 

science am raUonelit7 11. _up. 

A •• tbetio1ea also ie a view - that beout7 oeD d1aplac. tho laws of 

.-orality, am that beau1;y can haTe. pr1aaq_ nu. new held by Ke&ta, 

Nietzsch., Wagner, Wild •• 

But neither science nor art can lead. us to the heart of things. 

WUl, character, the faith vh10h _us up • character -- these alone 

can Iud us to • philosophy'. 

Science us.. intellect. 

Art uses •• n •••• 

Will calls together the entire integrated lI1nd and man __ soul and 

spirlt. 

(There are • tew _n - Einstein, tor whoa science 1s religion _ 

but not tor great .... or scientists or lay.on.) 
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2. Good lIill 

Strips each .un of bis trappings - equates the scholar and the 

ignorant; the noble am the pauper. The good v1ll al ... 1s that wh1ch 

counts -- all else 1s superficial and externaL Negro porter is as good 

as English earl. That 1s the .... aching or religion --

Democracy is a religious concept -- Iless1an1c thought. Thus no man can 

be used _rely as a lMans -- he IIUIt also be regarded as an end in 

biJuelt. Bach.n 1. the bearor 01 -tT. 
'l'his is th. philosophy of Jerf.raou, Rouseau, 1716, French Revolution -

lant SUJ18 it all up _ Th1a d..acratlc rl.ev at an. 

3. Religion. 

The crucial ditference between the two poles ot ethics is that Kant 

saY8 man 1s a clt1&en of • higher world, whUe Robbel, La Roohlifoucauld. 

say no,. 

Han'. task 1.8 to bave the lower dom1Dl.ted by- the higher.. This 18 

his lito.struggle. Man alro&df participates in this h1gIIor ordor vh1lA 

on this earth. . 
Hen are lesser gods to the extent that they can suppress the laws ot 

nature in favor of the laws of freedoa. Moral judgJlent impossible except 

where there is fnedo. -- but freed.oa doesn't exiat in nature. Tberetore 

men must reach .tor the higher, .tree world where law or c&uu11ty does 

not prevail. 

It a man performs a moral act, over against b1.a natural desirea, 

then be is operating in world of treedoa. He has -mersbip in non-natural, 

super-natural world -- he has a soul.. This applies to all un, at least 

potentially. It corresponds to the .ssian1c type of person. 
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4. God and r->rtal1ty 

In a way, the weakest part o£ bis argument. Sense of God already 

given in a better sense in idea of lien being citizens of another world. 

But he bas specific argwl8nt for God: 1) since good un 1s one 

wor~ of bappiness~ because h. acts out of respect for moral law and 

not for personal gain, 2) since he tlsual.l.y gets pam and IliserT, 

not happiness (which 1s the so-called. problell. of evil). Therefore 

Kant 'a,,8 thore _t be postulated. IIod who will redress tho bean"". 

Thor. IIUOt be a God who vUl repaJ the good for th.ir suff.ring. 
~~ . ~ 

H. S. not •• usn. d with this God. A better God is :Implied in 

i tams 2 an:! 3 above -- a god who inspires _n to the good wlll, a god. 

who is in that spir1 tual order which men glimpse. But a god who is 

simply a rewarder of the unjusU,y treated is rather unworthy of Kant. 

What kind of happiness is he going to give these righteous, which they 

didn't get on earth? What kind of happiness can disembodied souls 

enjo"l There i, no pie in the sky. The onlJ kind of happiness in 

heaven is contemplation of God. 

Immortality is a necessity because it 1s the function of the 

soul to become IIOre gocxi __ an endless progression toward perfection. 

But the fallacy of this argument is that the progression, the growth 

ca.n only have meaning in the struggle over nature -_ which takes 

place in the embodied spirit, nowhere else. 
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Jewish Ethics 

Centers about basic concept that life is good __ life abundant. 

This proposition 1s proved only h7 life itself -- just look at it. 

Passionate cult of life. 

"A Word Toward the Reawakening or Interest in J~hl ~t;'is •• -

9- <~ Quart. ~ 
-- 1,4 

Eugenics 

Hygiene 

Love -- Romantic or Conjugal 

Pacifism 

Anti-asceticism 

Intellectualism and Rationalism. 

Messianic Ideal 

Expediency 

• Virtues must be rationally justified -- not merely glorified 

as ends in thell1Selves. 
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The bUlUll race will co.-1t suicide becaua. it doesn't follow ) 

( Jewish ethics. This is civilization of death. 
) 
) 

Jev1th Ethic is Lite-IdeaU. __ most Jewish phrase in New Testament, 

John 10:12, is "lit. and lit. mre a'bmdant." 

European 1dealli. requires that MIl sacrifioe their lives for it at 

times. An ideal _ns eomething IIOre than lite -- "apart froll the nash" 

as 1! idula were too ho17 to a1x with .terial intereste. Tbis tension 1s 

cha.racterls"t.1.c ot Europe lor 2,000 years - between idealiD and s~l. 

lite welfaree 

The natural relation should be one of correlation -- JIDltual service. 

otherwise this idealisa 1s a death_ideali~ Sacrificial patriotis., 

nationali.m, romantic love are ideal. __ but mistaken id .. ls because they 

demand death. 

Because a thing is called an ideal does not JDa.lce it good or noble. 

nus ide.l IIlU8t prove its usefulness for lit. or else it 1s • horror. 

"Honor thy father and mother" ls an idNl because it makes for lUe-

usetul.ness, DUIely -- "that thy days u..y be long on the earth." This is 

not low or .rcenary but proper. 

There is thus a difference between absolute ideals and. rational 

life .. :1deals. Former are ideals ldthout reason - they only lUke the 

doer reel goed. Latter are judged by how thor contribute to lllo. 
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Nirvana, apparentl,y a death-idea11sx, really' desires not no-lite but 

• better lUe. Thus Nirvana 1.5 not .. r~tatlon of our .n.o. that lite 

i. good __ but a kind of confirmation. 

n.elst _ "JIO&t wonderful thing ab)ut life 1s that it can be tossed 

away. " 

AOTthi.ng contra". to this, an;y attellpt to maintain lifo whatever tba 

priee __ 1s a cockroach philosophy". 'What. dialect? What are you going 

to choose? Honorable death, or cockroach expedient li1".? 

Judaiaa chooses lite and trie. to _k. it 1 ••• roacbT. The goodness 

ot lit. at an,y price is the theme ot D. B. lawrence. 

W1ll1aa J.... 5ay8 the true her-oe. ot bu.ani V were those who carried 

on Ill. before history began -- who lived for n ... less thousands of ;years 

in caves and stom and accomplished the transmission of the r •• ble nicker 

so that bioto". could bo written. 

Jud.i .. is the life-ideal! ..... Ugion. Whon tho Torah is hold up 

there 1a prolliseci to 1 ts adherents long life 

and wealth and bonor. 'l'hi.s is lUe-ideal.1.aa. 

Western Chrlst1An menta.l1.ty ani spirituallty has rejected and 

dospised this -- i •• shamed of it and afraid of it. 

( Schiller -- Der Lebon dor hat recht. ) 
) ( 

( Tho guy who r8lUins alive __ he has right. ) 
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Judaism as a mature religion may be said to be shaped by a r 'epudiation 

of war .. 

God, who is functional -- to be achieved tt ,it., t1 1"::l t is a reflex of 

the notion of one mankind, which exists only when war is outlawed. War is the 

mother of evils -- material am psychical. When war is no more, and mankind 

is one, then God is one. This 1s the essential message of Isaiah. 

lbnothelsm means a warless world. D~" ,,;¥~ ,::I." - nnM it' '1:u 

In war there is inevitably a reversion to polythelSl1l. because each nation cla:1mB 

its own God. God becomes German, French, etc. and nothing else. Thus the 

Cl,lm1nation in God of this cult of life is the removal of war (and poverty and 

slavery and oppression.) 

Health 

Mark of life-religiQn to be concerned over practical detall~ of health 

and hygiene and economics. These are not to be rejected ~ splrltual1t, -

but are the very f'abri.c o,r religion. The "bod.Y is the base ani soU of soul 

and spirit. Body is not le:f't outside, in Judaism, as gross -- 1s not denied 

as being l.ust.f'ul. This i.s the genius or JudauDt __ to include the body. 

Monay 

Money means life. Honey has become sordid because rel.igion has "righteously" 

cast it into outer darkness. 

Joy 1s a sign of the good functioning of the soul.. A sad man is 8 bad 

man -- this is good Cbas1die doctrine. Sadness is sign of a death-reI1gion. 

"Too mach blood -- too mal'lJ'" tears" -_ that's the troubl.e with Jesus. We Jews 

are made sad by history at times, but we have no cult of sadness.. We have a 

cult of happiness, rather. Our nl1J:1l are to be performed :tnDW 1 'n~ . 
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Sex, Love. Family. etc. 

'1'h1s one proble_. on which all nations have choked. the Jews have 

solved., to • certain extent, by various surgeries. 

3/10/43 

Life virtues = absolute virtues 

Lif. ideals = • ideals 

Inst1activ. idealism = d.ath 

Ideal1aa, which 1s 1naul:ted when ,rou.k it £or a reason. It 

assu.ea itself instinctivelJ to be true above reason -- it re.ls 

so good 1 t DlUst be true. 

Sex 1s p~siologlc.l drive. 

Love is what man has made of that drlve __ love is saturation of sex 

with heart and spirit, song and joy, play am religion itself. 

Love is by-product of sex, whoae _in function is procreation. But 

the by-product has outshadoweQ the tuMemeut, the main intent, in men's lllinds. 

Eros has dominated. men a good deal ot tiM. 

But 15 distinction between love am sex correct in case ot man? No. 

In animal sex is relegated rigidly to ut1l1ty and seasons. 

permeates alJ. 11fe. Bence the supreae bIportance of sex --
In ",,~~lL. l~ -tL~ 
its d...,n1c .;...~L '7 I 

- ......... :.-t.. 
quality. "Love 1s episode between ecstasy and torture." - Galsvortby. 

Love and sex occasion the outreachings ot the m.1n1 am spirit -- provoke 

art and music. Desire -- libido is the elan vital, the in::lex of all ambition, 

interest and curiosity -- which things are largely it not mostly determined 

by the lovo feoling. 
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Nations bave choked on the prob18lll -- Balzac and Proust shaw a nation 

sophisticated am corrup,t am deserving o~ downfall. 

The Jews, on the whole, have solved. the problem. at least wbile tba'ir 

moreS were intact. Tbey compelled early marriages, cut out romantic love. 

Why have the nations failed in the matter of sex? 

1) In prehistoric history man and woman partners in fight for life 

vs. nature. 

2) When life successfully handled and civilization ensured <as in Egypt, 

.Mesopotamia, China) with its leisure and refuges, then woman is sensualized 

instead. of being partner . Th.U: is a,retio econmq -- VOlII8Jl is vessel of 

gratification, sexually subservient. 

3) Reaction, spiritual ani religious" to this causes woman, as symbol 

of his lust, to be considered. bad. As he hates himself for being sensual 

(now that he has become spiritual), so he hates his lust __ and hates woman, 

love, sex and marriage -- because these are symbols o£ his sinfulness. 

Hence asceticism. and all spiritual religions hate sex - - leading even to 

castrati.on in Origen. Paul says no marriage. 

4) Reaction vs. reaction, 1.e. against the degradation of sex b.Y 

spiri.tuality -- this breeds license, pro~cuity. which 1s even worse 

than #2 sensuality. Lust at least 1s honest. There is difference between 

frankly erotic econolly (even related. to cult of life. phallic worship, etc.) 

and licentiousness, which !I'1lU'ders life and happiness. Woman is passive, 

plqthing. 

( 5) Women partner. a.gain in future? 
( 
( ? Russia. 

(~,..4~-~...l 

) 
) 
) 
,~} " -,-
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#4 1s era at romantic love-making instead of lova for sake of life. 

Falling in love is a modern notion. Noble and aristocrat ladies and peoples 

had O"~~'W· - calculated marriages. Some of the calculations were bad -

for money, convenience, etc. But some were good. 

Instinctivism in mating leads to instability in love. Hollywood variety 

and rich Long Islam set are result of instinctive selection of mat.. Nothing 

more sardonic than groun:ls given for divorce __ crueltYt incompatibility, etc. 

3/11/43 

Importance ot sex moras: 

1) DetermiDs stock of group 

2) Education in larger sense -_ eugenics -- whether future generations 

will be civilized or not 

J) Personal happiness 

Jewish sex mores with regard to these: 

1) Life-jdeali.m of primary commandment 1l1' "g 'I'lli. is 

otrrl.ously DlOs't metaphysical urge -- ¥ill tQ; deathlessness. Birth control 

is preposterous for highest protoplasm on earth. One who has no children 

1s '''0"1':1 ",tlD -_ decreaser o'f the godhead. Shulchan Aruch. 

Here, as hardly anywhere, is a will to life right to the and of 

time -- so that we'll be there at the end, at the great messianic shaping. 

That is being the protagonist of history. 

The women want chUdren -- it is their fore-ordained self-fulfillment, 

as every woman knows herself. 
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Contrast this with European history -- whioh is record or self-

immolation. Most spiritual taken away by ehurch -- unceasing wars took 

( away hardy and strong -- only weak and ignorant left to perpetuate the races. 
( 
( In Judaism there are no bachelors -- ;no old maids -_ everybody marries young. 
( 
( 'Ihis is integral Judaism. Heroism exhibited in trying to make early marriage 

economicaJ..ly feasible. In the integral J~wish conmnmity there is litUs or 

no prostitution -. which already cures a large part of whole sex problem. 

z) Eugonics __ This is pitting intelligence vs. mere instinct in 

matters of love. 

''',i1 1 ,pll is in Tal.m:ld. Guaranteeing of better and better stock, 

by carefully arranging all marriages. The enormous incidence of gifts and. 

talents among Jewish people .is due to fact that sex mores considered the 

best match to be with the brightest bey. 

Eugenic breeding now given up -_ as other sex mores being given ~p. 

J) Jewish ideal of love 15 conjugal, macl.ta1 -- not romantic. It any 

romance creeps in, that is pure luck. 

EUl"opaan romantic love comes f'roIll troubadours of 13th century-. In 

troubadour mores, the only proper woman to make love to was a married woman, 

to make it more piquant. 

And all love poetry was before marriage __ no poems except Coventry 

Patmore "Angel in the Home" devoted to woman as wife. This implies that bea.uty 

and romance depart at marriage. 

Jewish mores devoted exactly to the conjugal ha ppiness __ devoted am 

temer husbatxls. 



( 51 ) 

The substitution of the conjugal ideal of love for the romantic ideal 

has led to stabilization, more permanent happiness. It is a profound. 

difference -- involving question of what is beauty -_ dizzy blord or 

~. n n... (matron) 1 18 or 35 . 

Jewish mores say you have to invest your love with your child-bearer --

your wife. This goes against the troubadouristic, Don Juan notion. Furthermore, 

you must make love to her as ber just due __ can't just take her and toss 

her aside. She has this right guaranteed in the 

( The success and glor,r of the Jewish familT consisted of the interpenetration 
( 
( of whole instinctive love nature with a religious consciousness. 
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Conjugal ideal of love va. romantic ideal. 

One 15 IU.turity and strength -- the other is romance. 

Romantic love ukes love an end in itself - thus an absolute ideal 

an:l not ~ ideal for l:i.le. 

This type of love requires constant at1 ·,'·tlon, eto. __ therefore 

is set against tile stabili~ of tile family. Profoun:\ failure of this type, 

bringing hollowness. 

Jesus is a bit rou.nt1c and goes with rest of European rou.ntlcs. 

Conjugal ideal is • high valuation of sex plus a moralization of 
plus 

lava. Eros tIr! ethos. 

Jewisb home plus famiJ.sr 1s a supreme creation of the Jewish genius. 

A :I~''l 1s theoretically required at the very moment of procreation. 

Sociologically this is of immense significance. wnat would Don Giovanni 

say to interrupting hiasel!' at this point for a :1~' 'l , 

The idea of ?n n." is for .tura people. Whitman constantly 

points out that the grown, full _tronly woman is IDOra appealing to him. 

Karl Marx made love to his wife after she had rive ch:1ldran and vas 

m1ddle-aged. 

Jewish ethical formula 

And also legally, the frequen~ of intercourse tor men is regulated so that 

II8ll will learn control. All these regulations attempt to overcome the 

frightful blun:\er of nature, which operates 50 unfairly against tho woman. 
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Attitude of patriarchs in early books, at just the time when the worM 

was man-dominated and wOIMn was part ot erotic economy -- attitude of Isaac 

to Rebekah, full of love and terderness. is all the more remarkable. 

Also, desire for children on part of woman was mark of life-idealism, 

as today refus,al of sophisticated women to have children is death._idealism. 

There was alwqs a single standard. in Jewish life -- IBv. 20,10. Same 

punishment for man and woman. Deut. 22: 22. 

Thus even in that Or:ient, Jewish woman seemed to move more freely -

to be more aqua1.ly received. 

Monogamy 

de jlU'8 it doesn't come till late in Jewisb history - but de facto 

it was very early, before the e%ile. ResUlts from Jewish elevation of 

position of woman. 

The 'n::1 11t-, makes a contract guaranteeing her .rights -- which shows 

a disti-nct advance in the status of women. 

Divorce 

Woman has many opportuni.ties i'or divorce __ which also 1s a victory 

for her. If her husband gives her no children attar 10 years, she gets 

divorce. 

Actually, although d:ivorce is rel.ative1y easy, it is relatively scarce -_ 

which speaks for stability of family. 

Chlldren 

First compulsor,y education. 

Careful consideration for dowry of girl. 
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Lire. ... Idea1i.sm of Jewish Ethics 

Dt. 30:15-19 --

Prov. 3:16-18 l 
3:2 ) a"'n T' 

) 
4:22 l 
4:4 ) 

Dt. 

but is basic. 

To do something :"I nDW 1'.nO 1s 

psychologically th. bast pa ttsrn of' 111'&. 

Noel Coward - - "a ship !DUst be a happy 

one, to be errlc1ent." 

Is. 45:18 .,S' n)"~ , .", • . "n .. ~ 
TT: ":'.'T TT 
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( Second great factor, along with lite-idealism in Judaism, 15 the 
( 
( veneration of the life of reason. Men of the m1n:l have always been 
( 
( accorded the highest bonors. 
( 
( Intel1ectualisa 1s • moderation and an integration of the instinctive 
( 
( life of the individual. 'nle !.lA!. of reason and m:1M with our appetites, 
( 
( urges and drives 15 a proph)-lactic against 1nsan1t.Y arrl unhappiness. 
( 
( This is highest religion __ good morality -- and sensible medicine. 

B. Hartt s Thesis 

A reasonable reason (l.e. one which does not despise the flesh) 

1s the only safeguard against insanity. 

1. There 1s continuity between sane and innne. 

2. Dissociation 1s present in all llinds, :ret the normal will have a 

control over it, lIhile the hysteric has no control. Automatic 

writing, complete dissociAtion to the point of .forgetting own 

personality. 

3. Delusion cannot be changed b7 any logic or argument, because the 

mind is not united, but consists of isolated mental processes which 

do not come into contact. He fully belleves he is a king -- yet be 

has to beg the guard for a cigarette. These two things are in 

separate compartments -- so he sees no inconsistency. This is 

dissoc::1a Uon. 

This type of' compartment-like brain is also prevalent in every 

mind even the normal. OUr political ideas are in the realm of 

delusions -- they are impervious to argument. So also our religious 
ideas. 
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In the case of serious confliets in the personal1 ty, the way out, both 

ethically and medically, is integration - choosing a compromise and. carrying 

it through rationally, with the assistance of reason. 

The alternative to this heroic battle is to avoid the connlct by 

escapisID - by not allowing the conflicting sets of ideas to coma into contact, 

but rather by allO".ring each logic-type compartment to develop itself. 1'hus 

there can be • vide divergence between precept and practice in ethics, tor 

example -- there can be two separate sets of morals -- one tor church, one 

for business. And in most cases these are never allowed to conflict. There 

1s never an application of reason to the conflict, in order to integrate it, 

except in the case of heroic 1.rd1viduale. Moat of us never want to rae. 

ourselves and our conflicts. 

Dissociation 1s one way the mind has of avoiding conflict -- thus 

dissoc4t1on 1s always an indication of an unSOlTed, escaped contlict. 

Projection into ethers of One's Own Interiority 

i8 a peculiar reaction of mind to presence of repressed complex. People 

possessing fault or deficiency are intolerant of people possessing same fault. 

In general, an intense prejudic. will indicate that the person himself possesses 

the offending complex which he tries to project onto some other person. Tbe 

mor-e comfortable expedient of rebuking a neighbor substitutes for self-reproach. 

This latter is the o~ heroic way of achieving peace of mind. 

Delusions of persecution are part of this repression. Old maids always 

complain that they are being annoyed -- actuall,y, they are projecting a 

suppressed complex onto someone else. 

~ Complexes are produced. by the fallure to apply reason to con1'licts -- and. 

( thenceforth complexes are impervious to logic and cannot be cured thereby. 
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Jewish Eugen:1es 

1. Pure bl.ood -- Abraham sends Bl1ezer to pick perfect wife. 

2. &%lly marriages -- form of heroiSM; renunoiation of ph.ilandering; 

no bachelors. 

3. Rellroduction -- '~'n I 'PII -- factors should be figured out to 

produce best type of children. 

4. Intelligent love -_ man should inquire about wife 's family because 

cb1ld~en inherit qualities of wife's brothers. 

Prohibitions against marriages involving 

1) l"on,· ~, .. heredita~ defects 

2) l!)!,lll~ ,l" personal defects 

3) :I",. 
T " : 

(Lewdness) cross-marriages between relatives 

•• • High gUts of Jewish people are due to eugenic mating. 
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1. A mores that will insist on moderation in sex is a very intelligent, 
..lJ 'fLO ;::;{/ ? 

life-conserving mores. M. Ketuvot 5 __ details may belaughabls, 

but idea of having a rule of regularity is important. 

2. J . Biar. ),60 
(tt...~, ..:.. ..... ~ ~/ -.....-I. .........:.... ) 

3. Cohabitation neVer w.i~hout consent of woman and never in 

non- natural pos~tions . Gittin 70& 

4 . Adultery of mind while cohabiting with wife.. Nedar.im 20b 

5. No cohabitation if he contemplates divorce, or hates her, 

or is drunk. 

6. Contact during menstrual period "is surrounded by tremendous 

taboos and inhibitions - _ Niddab __ can I t to~h.r 
(,11' :) 

Vayik. • 21 

or go near 

her, let alone sleep in same bed . 

270, 14 con ",'tt - "" \n'1,,, - _ exoesses forbidden 

23, 1 ,1 ,;, p. masturbation forbidden 

240, 16 con n"tt unnatural positions forbidden 

240, 10 con ",'1Il: no relations when angry 

25, 9 ,,, ,:1 p. no relations when drunk 

2, 1 " Vi1 p. marriage for money is forbidden 

early m.arriage: men 18_20; women 17-18 
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illl .lU 2.!!P..! 

Importanco of boi:ng happyl 

Nevor i:n !!lY: Christian l1taratnro will you find sueh a state ... nt. 

The moral importance ot happiness I 

Chas1.d1a .. de happiness a cul tI 

Thackeray has two pictures -- one ot the cr own and stitt brocade standing 

by itseU - this is called Magnus : next to it 1s a little shrivelled 

biped, naked and shivering - - this 1s called Ludovicuse The two together 

make Lou:1s the Grand. 

So too -- the Jew devoid ot his 110"9, whicb is the l"AgnUS, is nothing 

a1 ther a Broadway tout or a be •• t of prey in finance. But with his 

mores h. 1s a civilized person. 

In America tod~ we must ,et together and arrange some 

ourselves -- not the i1!)'1i\ o.f idiocy, but of' civilization. Without 

:\:17:1 no Judaism __ extreme iI::J7f1 ridiculous: we must have a 

Sanhedrin to set up ror us an intelligent American i1::J'7;1. 

Judaism stanis for the notion of disCipline, law -- and herein split 

from Christianity. 



( 
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Chosenness 

To be called world-historical is applicable only to a limited number 

of peoples -- certain1.y" among them are the Jews and Greeks. Dostoevsky 

claims it for Russia -- am. it may well be so. A nation which feels 

~tself called -- a chosen nation. 

*. Dostoevsky -- "The Possessed" __ Part IT - Chap. I -_ Nj ght p. 233-4 
Macmillan Edition 

This- may be viwed as a kind of megalomania -- but if so, 

then the 1 ,n~nl :"In. and. the Age of Pericles are also insanities. 

'~enever powe~ and genius come to a transcendent glow 

it is the mark of chosenness. America had it for anI!! moment in Whitman. 

Zangwill -- ~Chos8n People" __ Hebraic ideal ve. Teutonic, 1919. 

"Chosen peoPle is chooaing people. n God g085 peddling 

the Torah __ only the Jews choose it. 

Anyone who doesn't. feel chosen,. naturally isn't. 

Zionism, the desire to become normal (a small Levantine state) 1s 

somehow a descent from the world_historic chosenness .. - a sort of 

anti_climax to a magnificent histor,y_ 

If we've lost the sense or chosenness, then we become mediocre. 
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Buber 

Bubar's conception of Judaism 1s a dialogue between man and God. 

Ivsticism is the intensest form or religion. His first book is a 

description of experiences of greatest ~stics of all times, Chinese, 

Hindu, Gnostic, Jewish, etc. 

'!his was the first s'tep -_ an .pproach to all religions -- religion 

as such -- inward remaking. 

He became a Zionist as one way of becoming a Jew. 

His first love was Olasidisll, which be uncovered as the last great 

religious movement whieh Europe has seen. He opened Chasidism to the 

finest intellects of all Europe and raised the curtain from befor~ the 

Jews, so that all saw ar:ri admired. It was an immense service which he 

rendered. the Jews. 

Buber foumed me.gazine "der Jude", won respect for it from Catholic 

theologians -- forced knowledge and recognition of best in. Jud&~ 

Bubar, Cohen, an:! Rosenzweig are pill&rs. 
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"Der Glaube des Judentums" - - Buber 

He has several new approaches to: 

4/8/43 

1. what the fnndamental. experience in religion is 

.2 . what monotbelSl1l is - what , ,n" is 

J . what evil 1s 

4. lAnguago 

1. Religion is a wider concept than fa~th . 

Faith means the deep ani simpl e sense of trust. 

Thus GLa.ube is less in quantity and more in depth than religion, 

which includes ritual , e t c . He wants to lay bare the in U)K • 

2 . Does Judaism have dogmas-7 or CottrS8 - - the only question is what 

dogmas and how many. But the pr:1mary thing in the religious life of Jews 

is not dogma, rather a meeting with God , in a concrete experience. Thus, 

dogmas are perhaps God and man. All concepts, ideas , philosophies are 

merely projections on an abstract plane of this concrete experience . 

Monotheism 1s to be understood from this point of vie<l. In view 

of the intensity of this experience of meeting with God, the thought arises 

that it is always the same God . It is merely the inability to 'See that it 

is one and the same God which makes some people haa thans. 

The word , , n" means the unceasing renewed confirmation. 

J. 'l'his , 'In" is taught in spite of the prinCiple of evil -- in the 

face of the conflicts and tensions . All situations are part of God - - aU 

phenomena are variations of God. 
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4 . If the dialogic situation is the basic one, then the speech becomes 

important. Language is an event which spans the existence of man and the 

world. Language in the dynamic sense __ not the static character of the 

Logos-idea -- but language is that which happens . God I S created act is 

language -- every lived moment 1s language - - this 1s reality on God ' s and 

man ' s part. Ha'n ' s life is a dialogue .ith the whole world - all history, 

every act 1s part of this dialogue, in which man is a real partner , not a 

puppet. Man can say what he- will . 

5 . Human Corduct 

Life is not the struggle between good and evil __ but a kin::i of pull 

between God and man, wbo is frail but can ans .... er god back nevertheless. 

Contrary to) Evil 1s not an anti- god" a "p~er in its own right - - but evil is 
dualism, to ) 
modern ) subord'inate to g·oci. Evil- is undirected poilsr of man. There is no 
fini tism, to ) 
.functional ) such objective thing as evil. It is man ' s undirected power . 
unity in the 
future (Slol\Y) Bums.n freedom am choioe i s part of ultimate reality, not merely 

psychological. Man is really free to choose God or reject him, and 

that 1,5 pr1Jaarily a matter of living daily acts. Adam' s .tall is a 

constant occurrence, and man is free to choosa, in spite of a large 

amount of determinatioD4 This appears to be illogical, but the 

f . tf·,t reality oi" life allows freedom and determination at the same time. * ~ *) 
Evil is only an element -- passion without direotion is evil __ 

passion with direotion (toward God) is good. The ,,~'I' is that 

power out of whioh all great works arise, not merely secular but also 

holy. ,1" is power, becoming " only when it turns away from God. 

All evil is failure to direct ,J". Deci5ion and freedom is the act 

of integrating the ,1" . 
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Thera is no such thing as ethical divorced from religion. The reality· 

of man as a full. partner, etc. has also another side to the coin,. namely 

the grace of God -- and the two go togetbe,r. 

11.J.--¥ ~-t . 
rl--~&.) • The question arises -- will God win? May not man turn all his power 

toward evil? According to Persian dualism, Mimichoanism, fini tism, etc. 

they say there is a real fight between two gods, but they all say that 

good. will win. lIor:.:at,_~~nsl t:t,e ve;rdi,Ft 1s decided, and then life 1s 
~~ c..f..L'(.!>t,;. -(,L. -v~.«J/o<V~ , "'-' 4L 

just 

But a sort ot predestinecl puy, bound to end with the victory of good. 

is there not a real possibility that evil will win? 

The answer seems to be that there 1s .freedom (to extent that power can 

be undirected. i.e. __ purely evil) but also predestil'lat1on ,(to extent that 

good will win). There 15 a contradiction bere in logic, but not in lite . 

l'..an is i'ree. and is the author of evll-- but is also .in band of destiny 

.nd God. 

- -
Only way to God is through atheism 

power of denial 
contains urge towa:rd 
confirmation. 

Wha t Bubar means by , , n 't , is coming to the light after going through 

tbe deepest doubts and p~ngs and denials -_ so Akiba, so Jesus. 
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Buber's view, contained in phrase __ "dialogue situation" -- man is born 

and confronts God upon occasion, then loses him __ which loss can be described 

that God abstracts and hides bizaselt t and man must insist, in the act called 

in asserting and proving him by struggle and faith. Thus the world 

1s not split in half (good and evil), but is between man and God -- and if 

he goes away from God in their dialogue, then he is going tows.rd evil 

(misdirected power). 

Wha t does Bubar gain by bis denial of dualism? He gains a .formal 

retention of the ... 'l n" • 

4/29/4) 

pr 
6 

(oJ'~ 
God's omnipotence is self_limited. by man's potency. 

~ genuinely creative factor. 

He may have voluntarily given up something in order to make man a 

Han is free. 

Freedom of :wil.l me.a.ns being .a god .. 

Man can either help or hurt the divine intention. 

The source of evil is the god, .man -- going off on a riot of lust 

and undirected po"er. 

Put all the blame and responsibility on man because he can bear it. 

But God? 
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Why is one repentant sinner better than all the righteous? Both 

Jesus and the Rabbis agree he is. Nhy is the :n, ,, l1 '1,) better than 

the , U I ) P ~ , s 1 If both Jesus and rabbis run down the virtue boys 

and concentrate on the sinner, there must be something interesting 

behind it. 

In :1l1l,," you h:a.ve the actual drama. of the man who .:falls and rises --

this is the enrichment of the soul, since ~l ,." is not returning to AIrY 

former state of innocence, but to a more mature state. He is a better man 

than the one wo has never strayed, since the latter ha.s not grown. 

4/)0/4) 

:1 '1 'I1,.n is the turning of , s'" in the direction of God. 

( l'..an would remain morally infantile if be never became acquainted with 
( 
( his weaknesses and temptations __ he grows in the struggle to re-Bcbieve 
( 
( the heights from which he fell. Adulthood comes through suffering. 

( 
( 
( 
( 
( 

( 
( 
( 
( 
( 

is one of the most important phases of the essential human 

drama __ to sin, to sutTer, to grow wise -- this is beauty __ different 

from the insipid beauty of an unlined face. 

Love is forgiveness with or ;dthout :'1:1 H111 and considered something 

better than :'I:l ,.:n because it will lift man higher than ;"1:1 , wn could. 

This is Christian view. 

Jewish view, contained at end 

that man has to be :'I:I' Wl1l."," first, then God will help and give 

forgiveness. 



( 67 ) 

hodigal Son -- Luke, 15 

Adulteress John, 8 

Jesus 
In stor,y of adulteress woman, Christian refuses to judge or condemn at 

all _ doesn't want to 35k questions either -- doesn't 'Want i1l' Wl1 from 

her -_ will merely forgive. This philosophy is continued today by the Quakers 

who practice forgiving love. In Catholic Church - great saint who stams 'for 

that is St. Francis. 

5/14/4) 

Jewish attitude toward the Law 

Jewish religion contains as its prima component a bearer, a people. 

Universalism would tend to evaporate, volatilize this physical bearer --

as Paul wished to do. A universal religion cannot bear the shackles of 

being confined to Olle people. He tried the Law, and finding no happiness 

therein, he went to the opposite psychology -- spirit, faith. This is 

ant:1.nomianil5m (vs. law) . 

Judaism must be halacha -- or else it becomes prophetlsm, universalism, 

unitarian. The first article of the Jewish religion is the Jewish people, 

which is defined by its ha1.a.che. But how much halacba? And how to combat 

the externalism of halacha 1 Jew10h h1otory 10 dotted with revolutions agajnst 

halacha: 

Prophets 

Paul 

l'\Ystioism and Cabala. 

Cbasidism 

Reform Judaism 
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