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Israel Digest =4 September 20, 1954

JORDAI" PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE
FOR CONTINUED AGGRESSIONS

JERUSAIEN—(ISI)—"It is clear from the térms of its own announcement
that the United States Government is well aware upon vhom falls the primary
responsibility for the unceasing disturbances of the peace in the border zone,"
stated a Bpokesman for the Foreign Ministry last week,

The Spokesman was commenting upon & United States State Department re-
lease which declared that though:"it is recognized that infiltrators from
Jordan constitute a serious problem to Israel inhabitants close to the Israel-
Jordan Armistice Line, nevertheless, Israel's apparent policy of organized re-
taliation, which has been condemned in the past, has brought about increased,
rather than diminished tensions along the armistice line,"

"At no stage in the series of these acts of violence," continued the
Israel Foreign kinistry Spokesman, "has the initiztive in aggression come
from Israel. As soon as the neighboring countries put an end to the outrages
committed against Israel from their side of the frontier, complete quiet will
prevail."

"The United States Government can help to restore peace and calm by
conveying its dissatisfaction to those states vhich are primarily responsible
for * . ~iolations of the Armistice," the statement concluded.

EGYPTIANS AGAIN BIAST NEGEV PIFELINE
TSipet Termed "Deliberate and Provocative" by-Army Spokesman & -

JERUSALEN~—(1SI )~~Egyptian infiltrators damaged the Negew pipeline again
on September 8 by blowing up a2 pipe joint near the settlement of NWir Am, This
was & repetition of a similar act of violence which was commited on August 13.

As & result of the explosion the water supply to severzl settlements
in the Western Negev was disrupted and vegetable, grain fields and orchards
were left unirrigated despite the intense heat.

This latest Egyptian attack was described by the Spokesman of the
Israel Defense Forces as "deliberative and provocative,"

Such acts,the Spokesman added, "show planning by sources with free
access to explosive materials. It is difficult to suppose that any private
Isaboteurs! would find it worth while to pay for large quantities of such
explosives. Our information confirms the supposition that these acts were
directly executed by official forces or by an organized gang working in-coopera-
tion with authoritative bodies in the Gaza Strip. There is a basis for the sup—
position tkat the Egyptian Govermment, now that the Suez Canal agreement is signed,
is interested in the intensification of tension on the Gaza Strip Dborder.
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TEXT OF PLINE MINISTER SEAETT!S 1IESSAGE

The folloyj ;s s f Prime iinister loshe Sharettl!s
message to smerican Jewish Tercentenary? e

"Israel salutes American Jewry on the historic occasion of its tercen—
tenary celebration.. The annals of the American Jewish community, extending
over three centuries, and its striking growth during the last hundred years,
constitute a cardinal chapter in the history of the Jewish people and add
Iustre to the great saga of the United States.

"With the annihilation of thrve quarters of Furopean Jewry, the center
of gravity of our worldwide dispelsim shifted with one stroke of destiny to the
Western hemisphere where sixty percent of our people outside Israel now dwell in
full civic freedom and material prosperity. As against the fearful catastrophe
vhich befell us in Furope, the rise of United States Jewry to its present unrival-
led supremacy on the one hand and the emergence of independent Israel as a focus
of Jewish pride and the pivot of Jewish unity on the other, are the two creative
epoch making departures in contemporary Jewish life.

"Standing on the threshold of the fourth century of its existence, Amer—
ican Jewry must be keenly conscious and deeply proud of its great heritage of
Jewish tradition aand idealism vhich has fallen to its lot. Indeed, were it not
for tre single-minded dedication of the masses of American Jews to the czause of
their people, Israel would hardly have arisen while hundred8of thousands of Jews
who found refuge in the land of their forefathers would have remained doomed to
misery, degradation and constant peril.

"The impressive manifestation of the unity of American Jews in demanding
the reestablishment of Israel in the full dignity of sovereign statehood and their
massive contribution to the attainment of that objective will never be forgotten.
The farsighted and constructive generosity — unmatched by any other voluntary en-—
deavour anywhere else or at zny other time in history — which has spurred American
Jews to make possible the rescue and rehabilitation of masses of their brethren
who sought in Israzel safety, libert; and the fullness of Jewish life, will forever
refound to their glory.

"Israel confidently looks forward to the support and solidarity of the
Jews of the United States in all the trials and exertions which it may s till be
destined to undergo. It relies on the fruitful partnership between it and American
Jewry to enrich Jewish culture, deepen Jewish consciousness, afford protection to
all persecuted and menaced Jews, serve the ceuse of free democracy and universal
peace and uphold the high moral principles and social ideals of Judaism.

"hat Israel is able to achieve in safeguarding the continued existence
of our people and reviving its genius will be largely determined by the contribu-
tion of Amsrican Jews, directly and indirectly, to its growth and strength. Iet the
the opportunity of so decisive a participation in such an inspiring historic enter—
prise be a challenge to the Jewry of the United States as it now surveys the long
road it has travelled and scans the distant horizons of its future.”
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ISRAEL'S IEADERS GREET ALERJCAN JEWRY ON THE OCCASION

OF TEHEIR TERCENTENARY CELEBRATION

President Ben Zvi and Prime linister Sharett laud The Creative
Energies of American Jewry In Their Splendid Achievements In The
United States and Their Faithful Partrership In The Upbuilding of
The State of Israel.

JERUSALEM—(ISI)—President Yitzhak Ben Zwi and Prime linister Moshe Sharett
sent the warm greetings of the State of Israel to the convocation of the American
Jewish Tercentenary in New York last week, President Ben Zvi expressed Israel's
high regard for the growth and achievement of the American Jewish Community and
its faithful partnership in the Puilding of the State of Isrzel in 2 radio broad-
cast over Kol Israel (Israel National Broadcasting Services) on September 12.

The President, stating that during the coming months Israel and her leaders will
zive expression to the ties of brotherhood ‘which link them so profoundly with
this great sector of world Jewry," declared that, "in so doing, we shall help to
unfold and deepen the everlasting, spiritual partnership of destiny and thought
which unites us,"

The message of Prime Minister Moshe Sharett, sent on the same day,
describes the rise of United States Jewry "to its present unrivalled supremacy"
as an "epoch making departure in contemporary Jewish life." Declaring that
"American Jewry must be keenly conscious and deeply proud of its great heritage
of Jewish tradition and idealism," Prime Minister Sharett expressed Israel's
appreciation for the generosity of Americen Jewry and her reliance upon the pari-
nership between these two great, Jewish communities in enriching Jewish culture,
deepening Jewish consciousness, affording protection to all persecuted ard menaced
Jews, servicing the cause of free democracy and universal peace and upholding the
high moral principles and social ideals of Judaism.

(more)
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Individual subscriptions to the weekly Israel Digest
are available from the Israel 0ffice of Information,
11 East 70th Street, Wew York 21, N. Y., in English
or Yiddish. Price $2.50 per year. (Checks should be
made payable to Israel Consulate-General.)
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TEXT OF FRESIDENT BEN ZVI'S MESSAGE

The foll comple sident Yitghak Ben Zvils
message to erican Jewish Tercente :

"I send my greetings and the greetings of the nation dwellinz in Zion
to United States Jewry who have begun to celebrate the three hundreth anniversary
of the founding of the first organized Jewish community in the new country of the
new world.,

"The fugitives from the Lnquisition, descendants of the exiles of Spain
and Portugal vhe reached New Amsterdam on the shores of America, were very few
in number. But it was these refugees vho laid the foundation of this Jewish
community in North Americarwhich is today the mtﬂlt in the world, and first
among the communities of the dispera:lou. Y

"United States Jewry may be prouﬂ. of their splendid achievements, of the
establishment of large and smell communities, of a great network of synagogues,
of schools and higher institutions for Jewish studies, of welfare and other
public orgenizations spread throughout the land., The Jews of the United States
have not only done much for themselves and for the great and fortunate state in
vhich they live and fulfil.their civic dutiess -They have played a part in
striving to save the Jews in Burope at the $ime of the persecution and destruc—
tion there; and they have made a conmmt&on to the establishment and consoli-
dation of the State of Israel and the gathering of scattered people within it
which will be eternally recorded im our history as 2 supreme expression of love
for Israel and of the unity of our people.

"Pruly, American Jewry is a faithful and foremst partner in the work of
building the State of Israel. Proud citizens of their own land, devoted to its
welfare, they contimme at the same time to be mindful of and deeply concerned
with the future of the people and the State of Israel, the strengthening of the
State and the ingathering of the exiles, Thig historic duty, unlike any with
vhich any other generation has been charged and which requires of them not only
that they ensure the undisturbed development of their own country but also
assist and support the State of Israel to progress and take root, has been im—
posed by divine providence before all others on this great Jewish community,
American Jewry.

"May the younger generation in the United States continue the splendid
tradition of their predecessors, keep faith with their origins, carry the banner
of Jewry and Zion with pride, and contimue to buttress and support the builders
of the State of Israel.

"The Jewish nation in Zion Joins wholeheartedly in the rejoicing of
brothers across the seas. In the coming months the nation and its leaders will
Join in giving expression to the ties of brotherhood which link them so pro-
foundly with this great sector of world Jewry which has achieved so much. In so
doing we shall help to unfold and aeejean the everlasting, spiritual partnership
of destiny and thougld which unite us.

(more)
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The American Jewish Tercentenary,
marking the three hundredth anniversary of
Jewish settlement in the United States, was
launched officially in Wisconsin with a large
public gathering in the Assembly Chambers
of the State Cas;‘oi in Madison on Friday
September 10, 1

The ﬁrst

-y i th
-‘*’*"%2 f::::z:;m:

Tercentenary
this vear is di other years.
Although the
marily to Ame with falth md
will be observed a hﬁhﬁied until May

1955, in a larger sense. it-is an historic occa-
tion for all Americans, for it is based on the
universal theme of “Man’s Opportumttes and
Responsibilities Under Freedom”,

It is hoped that its obhservance throughout
the nation will stimulate all people to
tful consideration of their privileges
and responsibilities as American citizens.
The American Jewish Tercentenary Com-
mittee of Wisconsin sincerely hopes that
you will join wholeheartedly in its obser-
vance throughout the three hundred days
to follow.

Respectfully yours,
The American Jewish Tercentenary
Committee of Wisconsin
Norman S. Abrahams, Chairman

2



Fellow Citizens and Friends:

It is an honor and a privilege of the
highest order to meet with you and to share
my thoughts with you on this important
occasion. This commemorative ceremony
‘has a double significance : it marks the date
one hundred years ago when the first Jewish
-eligious service was held in Wisconsin;
furthermore, it commiemorates the three-
hundredth anniversary of the first Jewish
scttlement in the United States. Therefore,
we must be sure as we Jook backward,
whether one hundred or three hundred

ears, to assess the historical and cultural

ance of these events both for our
state and for our national life.

As we remember that first handful of
twenty three Jewish settlers arriving on our
shores in September of.1 nust think

of them firs elationship
to a new ¢ itch colony
of New Amst ttled con-
sisted of less |
yet even at showed a
diversity of | ality back-
ground which ication of the
great city later to be-
come. ibly .a dozen or
more ties, and religions

represented. Besides |

Germans, Swedes, Italians, Finns, Poles and
Irish. Besides white men there were
Negros, Besides Catholics, there were Cal-
vinists, Lutherans, Quakers, Episcopalians,
and now newcomers of the Jewish faith.
Here in miniature was all the diversity
which was later to hecome famous under
the American concept of the “melting pot”.
Out of such a variety of backgr emerg-
ed good Americans, our founding fore-
fathers who together forged a new nation.
While each group was able to maintain its
own religious and cultural traditions and
preserve its identit_i, every contribution was
thus woven into the larger American pat-
tern.

From the very earliest days of coloniza-
tion, therefore, Americans of Jewish faith
have participated in this mosaic of American
life which has made this country so unique
in world history. As the years went by both

3



e B b e
came into being enc

what has been referred to so often as “cul-
tural pluralism”,

Thus through three centuries the Ameri-
can Jew has retained his Jewish faith and
culture while at the same time assuming his
full share of responsibility as a citizen of
the United States. This means that a Ter-
centenary such as this has both American
and Jewish aspects and that they
ment each other. This means, too, that five
million Americans of Jewish faith share a
consciousness of helping to build the rich-
ness of our way of life with one hundred
and sixty million other Americans.

Here in this state we see the same pattern
at work. We hear of a few Jevmh settlers
in Wisconsin by thc end th
century, and by the mid .
century Jewis
of

gs St ..;.‘ = ‘_'..'

communities. u

The dual role w%li“thm citizens have
played hoth in their own social and aplritual
growth and in the economic, cultural, and
mtellectual life of Wisconsin is a
fact of which I am well aware as ernor
of this State. Although the percentage of
Jewish residents is small in proportion to
the total population, those of us who have
observed your contributions through the
years are conscious of the more importmt
criterion of quality. In philanthropy you
have been generous, in scholarship brilliant,
in business affairs skillful, and in patriotic
duty devoted.

I believe that any observer of place
in state and national life would ba{:lurpruud.
first of all, by your contributions as individ-
uals. Every student of the history of civili-
zation must stand in awe at the thought of
what Jewish leaders have brought to the
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fields of religion, psychology, science, poli-
tics, or arts and i):tte:rs. g?; is impossible
to imagine the modern science of psycholo
and psychiatry without the pioneering wor
of Freud, or the rapid development of
%hysiw- without the genius of Einstein.

hilosopher, poet, musician, and statesman
of Jewish background have added profound
thoughts, tlgric: beauty, and practical gui-
dance to the universal stream of human
achievement.

Yet behind all this individual achievement
lies a corporate life which must explain
much of it. Each of you are bearers of a
noble faith and members of a devout relig-
ious community. This identification, and
this consciousness of group continuity with-
in the stream of history must indeed provide
you with unfailing inspiration. I am glad
to know that this American Jewish Tercen-

resents a s-section of Jewish

thought common
project . This
clearly ing ed tradi-
tion and s T

Basic to this tradition and at the heart of
your corporate life'is your devotion to the
ideal of freedom.  From the ancient day
when Moses l¢ pe of Israel out of

1

the bondage jaf slavery to the modern day
wh? the free st Israel was establish-
ed, Jewish ple have opposed persecution
and camet? the Izu?:i“q -‘;? pf?-iedom to light
their steps through tph'ne darkness of suffer-
ing and despair.

Certainly, as you know full well, your
ancestors were seeking freedom when they
first arrived on these shores three hundred
years ago. We must bear in mind that at
this time in Europe they were living through
one of the darkest periods of their history,
subjected to bloody massacres, and mob
violence, crowded into ghettos and often
forced to wear “yellow badges” of identifica-
tion as a further means of humiliation.
Many thousands were¢ homeless wanderers
upon the face of the earth, with their only
companions hunger, disease, and death. In
contrast to this gloomy background, twenty
three Jewish settlers started a new life of
freedom in a new land of rtunity.
Patiently, while invigorated by fresh hope,



they carved each step of the way carefully.
Historians tell us that first they won the
right to remain, next, the right to travel and
trade on nearby rivers, next the right to
establish a burial ground, followed by the
right to own their own homes, fight in the
militia, and practice burghership. To us,
suck historical details give interesting in-
sight into the day by day gains which must
be added together to win reiigsmu.
nomic, and citizenship ts. To th
these small victories raust have given a new
understanding of freedom : not as an escape
from the restrictions of the Old World but
as a chance to build a better life,

That America thus became a land of
miracles to Jews as well as to other oppreu-
peoples we can well comprehend. Even
Ig; the end of the nmeteenth mtnrr Jewish

tunity whick
they breathed :
born stlf-r Espect.

'peme::yuon. ‘Now at last the seeds of these
ideals could blossom in a beneficial environ-
ment. And so it has come about that
throughout this three hundred year period
Amir;f::; Jews h:hg not ‘nbeemne a
hope to their own oppress-
edpeoplesﬁ: the world because of their own
rience here but have also themselves

This brings me to a consideration not
alorte of the debt many of you must feel to
America, but, in ad to the debt
America must feel to you. Your love of
freedom has enriched us because its

‘here _
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peoplea ina fortunatel l_and wa are a.lI the
more aware of the need to

ﬁuﬁ?nmandwum Sn;eewe have
~ had the greatest opportunities o nnymﬁm
~so far in history, it is axiomatic that we
‘must assume the greatest r ties.
'mminmdmmofmmdtygm-
vide an acid test to ‘this very American
4 ge our ancestors have passed on to us.
‘We must not fail to meet this challenge.

_ Hyfriends,lknowthditu to
‘take a gloomy view of t century

7|
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NARY QEBERVANCE OF AMERICAN JEWISH SETTLEMENT BEGINS

F"YORK, Sept. 9. (JTA) =- The American Jewish Tercentenary, an eight-
month=long, country-wide observance that will include participation of Federal,
state and local officials, and Jewish organizations on all levels--frorh the smallest
local units to the mnst inﬂuentxal national groups=--opens thil Sunday,

The formal gpenmg of the observance begins with a religious ceremony Sunday
afternoon at Congregaticm -Shearith Israel, the- -Spanish-Portuguese Synagogue in
this city which is the direct descendant of the first Jewish house of wor ship founded
in this country by the 23 Jews who started the first settlement in North America
in 1654. < The obeervanc¢e will be closed formally with another religious service on
May 29, 1955, ‘at the Carter Barron Amphxtheatre in Washu:gtbn

In between these two religious events, .there will be many observances of various
types--rehgxous, ci,vic. artishc, and scholatly

On the very. openiqg.-@&y of l;he»'!a.; gatm;yn Qm gmxmun of a.number of
states will formally, bg im,th;;p states' ﬂp;gtic Eq celebration, while the

mayors of 250 cities wi | issue local procla mﬂm g 4L

A committee of three hundred, under the chairmanship of Ralph E. Samuel, has
been working out plans for the Tercentenary for the last two and a half years, The
theme of the ohsgrvm,. ""Man's Wﬁss and R#Mms Under Free-
dom," will run throu,gh eyc:yphase,. : m.n ¥ am-8E

The American Jewish Historical Sbahty wmwv&e 'ito amal conference
Monday and Tuesday, at Peekskill, N, Y., ﬁéﬁﬁﬁ&nﬁﬁ?ﬂeﬁm authorities in
American and Jewish studies,. er the m%pshﬁgn.f Prof. Moshe Davis, will
formulate plans on the futura of American historical writings. The Society's
parley this year is dgvoted nppcﬁipaﬁy to t_lw Temgntenary Another scholarly
project will be a 10-volume. docume gary history of the Jews in the United States, to
be carried out by a. committee nf keadéd by Prof. Salo W, Baron, of
Columbia University, :

Gov, Lodge of Connectim Hails Tercentenary

HARTFORD; Sept. 9. (JTA) -~ An officjal state proclamation hailing the opening
of the 'American Jewish Tercentenary celebration next Sunday as an opportunity for
Connecticut!s renewal of Your dedication to the tradition of harmony among pebples
of all faiths, " was issued here today by Gov. ‘John P. Lodge.

Connecticut, said the Governo¥, is proud of ifs part in "championing the freedom
of religion, the regard for civil rights,”and the humanitarian doctrines which have
marked our nation as a symbol of liberty, " .

Rhode Island Governor Gives Tercentenary Luncheon

PROVIDENCE, Sept. 9. (J'I.A) -= Gov. Dennis J. Roberts today invited promi-
nent State ofﬁc;als ‘and leaders of the Jewish commumty in the State of Rhode Island
to a special luncheon in the State House hc:e next Tuesday in observance of the
American Jewish Tercent:nary. ; 8

San Francisco Mayor ﬂr&es Iﬁﬂl Obse:vance

SAN FRANCISCG, Sept. 9. (JTA) -- Mayor Elmer E. Robinson has msued a
special proclamation canmg"'upon all citizens of this city "to join in appropriately
observing the American Jewish ‘Tercentenary in the spirit of true Americanism,"

British Chief Rabbi Hails American Jewry

LONDON, Sept. 9. (JTA) -- Chief Rabbi Israel Brodie cabled today greetings-~
""in the name of English Jewry''--to Congregation Shearith Israel, the Spanish-
Portuguese Synagogue in New York, congratulating American Jewry on the beginning
of the observance of the Anerican Jewish Tercentenary.




W.J.C. AIDE HAILS JEWISH, MOSLEM. FRENCH COOPE!!ATION IN TUNE!A

» NEW YORK, Sept. 9. (JTA) -~ The f_nture of Tunisia "must depend on the friend-
¥ coopezatmn of the Moslems and Jews of France, " Ma.utice L. Perlzweig, director
of the international affairs department of the World Jewish Congress, declared today
at a press conference following his return from an extended tour. of Europe and

North Africa. This combination would be the "best guarantee both for the future

of Tunisia and the maintenance of the important mterests, human, ‘cultural and
strategic. of all parties concerned; " he continued,

“i Dr.. Perlzweig commended the government of Premier Mendes-France for its

“far-slghted policy. of liberalism in.North Africa,' He revealed that in France and
in North Africa he had expressed his 'deep. appreciation” to French officials for
their "complete understanding of the azms of the World Jewish Corgress and the
aspirations. of the Jewish people. " .= ‘

¢A “TALT 154
He termed an "act of courageous statesmanshi “ the rec nt statement by Tunisian
Premier Tahar ben Ammar expres: griew ewish '
ing that he intended ‘t*'ﬁ’pl.aé&‘i‘ Jew on nea
leader reported that one of the most uished lead ers“"bf

of Tunisia was on thﬁ,;‘mhqm.;megoﬁgtm .gith.gf rme for greater inde-

pendence for Tunisia. bo T S&2 i adl wl a8

Assessing Mosléﬂﬁm r&&W in Morocc 5 i}r* *erWig noted: "Moslem-
Jewish cooperation which is so much in evidence in Msﬁ'i‘rlﬂﬂgety lacking in
Morocco, The leaders, of the Tunisian national moyement have set an example which
is a challenge to-their opposite numbers in Morocco, "

Under existing law, the .’Iewé‘nf oroﬁ: océﬁpy “position in some respects of
legal inferiority, Dr. Perlzweig said. ™ in the overcrowded Jewish
mellahs’ (ghettcaes) is difficult, and for this, ’Uﬁere only one immediate solution
available: ‘emigration. ' The Jewish A gency, he'sdid, has taken this situation into
consideration and is prepared to make an immediate’ cﬁntribution on a’scale which
will at least ease the pressure of populatmn in the overcrowded mellahs,

i 2o

STA TE OF HESSE PREPAR‘!NG TO BU’RY‘BENA ZIFICATIQN PROGRAM

WIESBADEN Sept. 9, {J TA) -- A bill. ;n;dumantle what little remains -of the
denamf:ca,tmn apparatug in the State of Hesse Wap approved here today by the Hes se
Cabinet for submission to the legislature,

.The measure cancels almost all prqfegsional restuct:ons and other penalties im-
posed by denazification courts to date, provides that no further denazification trials
be held, and that such trials as have already been started should be gquashed. There
are eight denazxﬁcation cases pendmg in thxs state of 4,500, 000 population.-

TWQ-THIR DS OF BRI‘I‘BH PEOPLE FEAR NAZI REBIRTH IN GERMANY

'LONDON, Sept. 9. (JTA) -- More than twn-t;nrds of the people of Britain be-
lieve that there‘is danger of a resurgence of Nazism in Germany, the Daily Express
declared today on the basis of a public opinion poll which it has been conductmg.
While nearly one~-quarter of the British poplation feels that the danger is serious,
only some 18 percent see no danger of a Nazi revival,

A warning a.ga:nqt a "re-armed and cocky Germany, ' which '!would not think
twice about exterminating millions of people to attain its end, " was sounded ata
trades union congress at Bnghton today b]r S, Lever, representative of the London
Jewish bakers. 2 Y8 e & e Ll 5 SR A LIRS

At



DOCUMENTS ON HISTORY OF U.S. JEWS SAVED IN HOLI..AND FROM NAZB

CINCINNATI, Aug. 22. (JTA) == Archives of great historical valuef, cqnnected
w;th the hfe of the earliest Jews who came to Nieuw Amsterdam in 1654 were saved

%rchives in Holland, it became known here toda)r.

' The part played by Amsterdam's wartime municipal authoraties came to light
'n a report to the American Jewish Mve.g:ﬂﬁm&brew Union Cnllege-.l'ewxsh
mnstitute of Religion, here. The mﬁmm bg@Dr. 1,S. Emmanuel, a scholar

and former civil servant in Brazil, ”D ﬂ w n ewzsh archival research work
)’

- ota o Shmre T e il

n Amstér&anﬁ _ e

civil and econemic righta by (roverncvr Geuer‘al Peter - ' hren

in old Amsterdam asked that such nghts be granted to the settlers in the new world.
These documents had been in possessmn of the Porfuguese Jewish Commrmt,r

in Amsterdam for many years. When the Nazis overran The Netherlands, during

World War II, it was feared that the Germans would destroy the Jewish memorabilia.

The documents were then turned over to the Munu:iapl Archives, wherﬁ the directors

hid them, saving them for posterity, ;



AMERICAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY OPENED WITH SYNAGOGUE SERVICE IN N.Y.

NEW YORK, Sept. 12. (JTA) -- Led by a reconsecration service at the oldest
synagogue in New York, which was greeted by President Dwight D. Eisenhower and
Israel's President Itzhak Ben Zvi, celebration of the American Jewish Tercentenary
got under way today. In many states, and in 250 cities in the United States alone,
and elsehwere around the world, civic, religious and other orgamzaticms marked
the openmg of the observance, marking the Jewish communzty s 300 years of parti-

cipation in America's growth and qleve.lopment

The formal opening of the celebration on ﬁé*nhhonal level took place here this
afternoon at Congregation Shearith Israel, the Spanish-Porguese Synagogue which
traces its existence directly to the first group of 23 Jews who settled in what is now
New York, in the year 1654, The reconsecration service at Shearith Israel was
broadcast coast-torcoast over a national network.

It is to the Shearith Israel service to’which Pres:dent Eisenhower addressed
today's message. He telegraphed: -

"I send my warm greetings to all members of the Congregation Sheanth Israel
as you celebrate the Tercentenary of your synagogue. On this occasion you recog-
nize with veneration the sacred belief and inspired deeds which have helped preserve -
your congregation from its difficult beginning through 300 years and which have led
to striking accomplishments insocial and community service. May you, on this
anniversary, renew with ardor your faith in the religious principles which give men
strength to do good work, and which, in turn, intensify the meaning of religious
principles by bringing them alive into personal experience."
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AMERICAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY PLANS ANNOUNCED BY SAMUEL

NEW YORK, Aug. 31. (JTA) -- With 250 cities and many of the leading states in
this country participating formally, and with virtually‘every local and national Jew-
ish organization cooperating, complete plans for celebration of the American Jewish
Tercentenary, whose observance will continue for eight and a balf months, were an-
nounced here today by Ralph E. Samuel, chairman of the National Tercentenary
Committee of Three Hundred. "

Officially, the Tercentenary celebrations will open Sunday, September 12, at
Congregation Shearith Israel, the Spanish Portuguese Synagogue in this city, which
was founded in 1654 by the first band of Jewish immigrants inNorth America. The
group consisted of 23 Spanish- Portuguese'ﬁbn ‘who had first emigrated from The
Netherlands to Brazil, then sought refuge in Nieuw Amsterdam, now New York.

Included among the plans, which were two-and-a-half years in the makmg, are
many formal meetings of state legislatures gndqciw comi}l 120 national network
television programs, -u'ﬁetworhﬁiqrw o f ‘bfﬁif‘!‘ eveuts of scholar-

=&unl u: -

ly and artistic nature”’ oh1 2F Ao iians w4
& 2y Lt al "1 23RS

Among the scholarly and acaderie events. will,be spseial.conferences and meet-
ings, all geared to the %mmm‘am ""Man's. m"?' and 395?"33“’1"
lities Under Freedom, !! Among the conferences will be mee by the American
Jewish Historical Society, Columbia University's New York School of Social Work,
Conference on Jewish Relatioas, National Council of Jemsh Women. many Jew:sh

centers, YMHA's. and sin-ulir organﬁatioﬁ! -

There will be special art *and historieal\gshibit*n u;eNew York, in many other.
cities around the country, and ﬂg.t the Smithsonian Institution in Washington. Special
symphonic concerts have been scheduled, with works by Leonard Bernstein and
David Diamond; the latter has written a special szmplwnic work for the Tercenten-
ary. Among scholarly works, there will be a 10-volume history of the Jews in the
United States, and histories of local Jewish commumnesgn fmany centers m the
United States. : e

szzc celebrations will mclude ~obs¢rugpeta in n:;any ltatc capitals, mcludmg
the capitais of New York, Colorado. ‘Rhode Islandq. Missouri, Connecticut, Mu:l:u- _
gan and Wisconsin, " a5l @

Wisc onsm's Gov, Kohlér Issues’ Proclamatmn

MADISON, Wis., Aug. 31, (JTA)-- Leaders of Jew;sh communities from the
entire State of Wisconsin will converge on the capital here on Friday, Septethber
10, for elaborate plans announced today for formal State partic:pation m the Amert-
can Jewish Tercenténary. =

A special assembly will be held in the assembly chamber of the State, Capzto!.
Gov. Walter J. Kohler will issue a special proclamation, setting the week of Sep-
tember 10-17 as the State's official “American Jewish Tercentenary Week ¥ria6g

State of M:.ch_;_an. City of Detroit, Mark Observance -

DETROIT Aug. 31, (JTA) -- Both the State of Michigan, and this city have offi-
cially taken cognizance of the American Jewish Tercentenary. resolutions to that
effect having been passed by the State ‘Legislature and by the Detroit City Cnmmnn
Council. Gov. G, Mennen Williams had already, by formal proclamatmh, ‘declared
the State's devotion to the principles of the Tercentenary. . . §
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ISRAEL CABINET RATIFIES TREATY RESTORING PROPERTY TO ITALIANS

JERUSALEM, Aug. 31, (JTA) -- The Israel Cabinet has ratified a treaty with
Italy providing for the return to Italy of the property of Italian citizens seized by
the Palestine Mandatory Government during World War II and maintained by the
Custodian of Enemy Property since the British evacuation of Palestine, it was an-
nounced here today.

The treaty also provzdea for Italian reimbursement to Israeli citizens whose
property was lost or stolen in Italian ports during the war and the immediate pre-
war years. The total amount involved in these transactions is estimated to exceed
320, 000 pounds. The Italian Parliament must still ratify the pact to make it ef-
fective,

- ot - } mw ,nrn:..'- >
ISRAEL DELEGA’!’KN’ ACTNE IN MER-P&QBMB v _-ARY"'ENIGN DISCUSSIONS

VIENNA, Aug. 3l (JTA) -- The Israeli delegatim to the current session here
of the Inter-Parlxammtary Union congress has been active in various aspects of the
assembly's deliberations and on several camn@ﬁm ‘Rabbi Mordecai Nurck has .
been re-appointed a’ #iee-preaiﬁeuf of the IPU, and Israeli 3epuﬁ?es attending the ses-
sion have been assfg&e‘d to the puﬁtml-JuMcanomhisﬁon and to the economic-
finance comm;sndn.

As usually occurs at international coqgregges. the Arab states have made a pub-
lic attack on Israel. This time the Lebanese delegate took the floor, hitting at the
United Nations for supporting Israel while Israel allegedly ‘refused to comply with
decisions of the UN, Israel delegate Jacob Klebanow, replying, noted that the Arab
states had taken up arms in an dttempt to upset the UN partition of Palestine and
that all subsequent Arab-Israel conflicts sprang from this Arab aggression.

ISRAEL HONORS FRENCHMAN WHO AIDED VISALESS JEWISH IMMIGRANTS

PARIS, Aug. 31, (JTA) -- Francois Collaveri, police prefect of the Ain Depart-
ment, sailed today from Marseilles for Israel where he will be an official guest of
the Israel Government for two weeks. The invitation was extended to M. Collaveri
in gratitude for his services to visaless Jewish immigrants in the port of Marseilles
before the formation of the State of Israel and for activities during the war in behalf
of Jews, which earned him the enmity of the Gestapo,

When the "hell ship' Exodus was in Marseilles harbor during the postwar
period, loaded to the gunwales with visaless Jews whom the British were attempting
to keep out of Palestine, M. Collaveri organized supply and other services for the
4,500 Jews on the vessel, With the assistance of the Joint Distribution €ommittee,
this supply system fed the immigrants during their entire stay in the harbor.

NEW BRITISH REGULATICNS HAILED AS AID TO IMMIGRANTS TO ISRAEL

LONDON, Aug. 3L (JTA)-- The Jewish Agency office here hailed the new gov-
ernment regulations easing the transfer of currency abroad by emigrants as a boon
to Jews desiring to settle in Israel, The Agency said that the move will enable the
majority of potential immigrants from Britain to Israél to take all their savings and
capital with them.

The new regulations, announced last night, permit emigrants to take with them

an emmnestemssens Al E AND cmaciada rcbacaViamm sode e Ve Vo L e el e 2. -




MISSOURIL Gavm PROCLAIMS JEWISH TERCET TENAR ossi;MNCE

JEFFERSON CI‘fY Mo. , Sept. 19. (JTA) -= Governor Phil M. ‘Donnelly of
Missouri today pgoclaimed a six-month period of "Missouri American Jewish
Tercentenary' observance, urging "all Musoqrﬁns to join in marking this signifi-
cant milestone in the history of the United nd of Miasburi-?_'.? e Governor _

expressed the hope that "this obser e';p ‘gt:ggiggﬁg!iil_ihﬂ_' i:,ro_tt___act n@-.

country's priceless legaey of rel!gi&i s
" _The proclamation was read at a luncheon held e thermpitts of the .ﬁmetitan
Jewish Tercentenary Committee of Miss “in.which pa:'ticipted Congressmen

Morgan M., Moulder and Clarence Cannon; four Missouri Supreme Court Judges,

State Commissioner, of Education Hubert Wheeler; eme Court Co
Lue C, -ﬁmr-a:ﬁng"ppr:ﬂd “of lﬁ%ﬁufi"ﬂ”“v"ﬁ% Elmer Ellxs.@pd the

Mayoro!Je&e’rm City, Arthur W. Ellis, amd&g a'iwso? ot;hc; azgn;tanqs, The . ..
orincipal speaker at the luncheon was Dr. "N‘ormail Salit I{ew '!’o:l;, preq:dent of

the Synagogue Council of America.




President Eisenhower to Attend Tercentenary Dinner

As President Eisenhower's message was received, word came here from the
summer White House at Denver that the President has accepted an invitation to
attend a Tercentenary dinner in New York on October 20.




GOLDSTEIN FLIES TO SCUTH AMERICA CN TERCENTENARY MISSION

NEW YORK, Sept. 1. (JTA) -=- Dr, Israel Goldstein, president of the American
Jewish Congress and chairman of the Western Hemisphere Executive of the World
Jewish Congress, left New York by plane for South and Central America today on a
ten-day mission to some of the oldest Jewish settlements in the New World, Dr,
Goldstein is undertaking his flying visit on the eve of the American Jewish Tercen=
tenary celebration, which opens on September 12, in order to convey the greetings
of the Jewish community of the United States to the Jewish communities of Recife,
Brazil, Paramaribo, Surinam, and Curacao, which were among the first to be
founded in the entire Western hemisphere,
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American Jewish
3 Fast 65th Street

New York 21, New York
LEhigh 5-5450

PROCLAMATION
To Cur Jewish Brethren In The United States of America
PEACE BE UNTO YOU £ND YOUR NEIGHB(RS

Be it known unto you, that in Flul 5714 (September 1954) the
Jewish conmunity of the United States will commemorate the 3C0th
anniversary of Jewish settlement in this country.

By the grace of God and under the protection of the Constitution
of the United States, we have lived and prospered in this land., We
have been an integral part of American life. We have worked with all
other Americans in the never-ending search for the democratic way of
life and for the light of faith. Our ancient prophetic ideals, and
the teachings of the sages, have been foundation stones of this nation.
Our work, our hopes, and, above all, our living religion, have been
among our proudest offerings to the American community.

In some lands across the seas, our brethren have felt the searing
flame of prejudice, persecution and death, We in America have had the
sad yet inspiring oprortunity to save the lives of scores of thousands ==
to bring comfort to the oprressed, to help in the making of a new and
honored nation on the ancient soil of Israel, and to acquire a new
recognition of our responsibility for human welfare in keeping with the
ancient teachings of our faith.

(MCRE)
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In some lands across the seas, our brethren have been pressed to
give up their religious beliefs and practices and to disappear in a well
of namelessness. But within the home of America we have succeeded in’
preserving the unique identity of the Jewish religion, worshipping in
keeping with our historic tradition; and we have preserved our ancient
teachings, our ethics, and our religious ideals in the free climate of
our nation. Our religion is strong, as our American loyalty is strong.

Mindful of these blessings and with deep gratitude in our hearts to
the God of Israel, who, in 1654, led our fathers to the shores of this
great new land,

WE HEREBY PROCLAIM

The period from Elul 5714 (September 1954) to the end of Sivan 5715
(May 1955) as one of thanksgiving, prayer, study, and celebration of the
American Jewish Tercentenary.

We call on all our brethren throughout the nation to participate in
the observance of this amniversary; to offer thanks unto the Lard for the
blessings bestowed on us in America; to pray for the continued peace and
prosperity of our country and all its inhabitants, and to rededicate our-
selves to the ideals of our faith within the freedom of American democracy.

SIGNATCRIES
Rabbi Simon G. Kramer, chairman Max J. Etra, president

American Jewish Tercentenary Committee Union of Orthodox Jewish
on Religious & Fducaticnal Participation Congregations of /America

Dr. Barnett R. Brickner, president Charles Rosengarten, president

Central Conference of American Rabbis United Synagogue of America

Rabbi Theodore L. Adams, president Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath,

Rabbinical Council of America president, Union of American
Hebrew Congregations

Rabbi Harry Halpern, president Dr. Norman Sal it, president

Rabbinical Assembly of America Synagogue Council of America



THE AMERICAN JEWISH
TERCENTENARY COMMITTEE
OF WISCONSIN

3424 NORTH HACKETT AVENUE

T

MILWAUKEE 11, WISCONSIN

Bernard Berk, Green Bay
Simon Horwitz, Oshkosh

Frederich K. Plous, Kenosha

Mel Reiser, Stevens Paint

Laurence Weinstein, Madison

Troasurer
Maurice Pasch

Secretary
Mrs. Robert Agulnick

Board of Directors
Solly Bazelon
M. A. Birenholtz
Rabbi Arthur Brody
Rabbi Ralph Chorowsky

William Feldstein
Leon Friede
Norman Gill
Stanley Glen
Herbert Greenblatt

Sol Rosenberg

Max Shapiro

Joe Smith

Alfred Sumberg

Rabbi Manfred Swarsensky
Elkan C. Voorsanger

Louis R. Weinberg

E. J. Youngerman

AN INVITATION OF GREAT IMPORTANCE

Your officers, directors, and members asre invited
to attend and pmioipa.t.a in one of the most important
events in Wisconsin Jewish History.

On Fridsy, September 10, 1954 at 2330 P.M. in the
Assembly Chembers of the State Capitol, Madison, we will
be privileged to hear a proclamation issued and an ad-
dress by the Hon, Walter J. Kohler, Governor of Wisconsin,
in observance of the Three Hundredth Anmniversary of the
settlement of Jews in the United States. A most digni-
tied ceremony will be held in conjunction. The Community
of Madison has extended an invitation to all to attend a
reception at Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor Drive, after the
ceremonies.

The, importance of this event is self-evident and
your wholehearted cooperation is singerely invited. It
is hoped that every group and organization will send a
representative delegation to Madison. Please advise as
to your participation prior te September 10.

With the singere hope that your group will join
all others throughout the Nation in observing this most
important year, The American Jewish Tercentenary, we
remein,

The American Jewish Tercentenary
Committee of Wisconsin

_2‘_ JM —
Chairman

""MAN'S OPPORTUNITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER FREEDOM"
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3 EAST 85TH STREET NEW YORK 21. M. Y. LEHIGH S5-S5450 e—

August 2, 1954

Enclosed is a copy in English of the Religious
Proclamation, "to our Jewish brethren in the United States of
America," signed by the presidents of the national rabbinic
and synagogue bodies and issued recently by the American
Jewish Tercentenary in honor of the 300th anniversary of
Jewish settlement in this country. A copy is also being sent
to chairmen of local Tercentenary committees, with the
suggestion that it be Mlswdintheirmiﬂpl over the
signatures of all rabbis in the commmity.

This Proclamation will also be available shortly
through this office on parchment, in the original calligraphy,
in two versions: in English, at a cost of 10 cents per copy
and $8.50 per 100 copies; in English, Hebrew and Yiddish, at a
cost of 30 cents per copy and $25,00 per 100 copies,

We urge you to cooperate with your local Tercentenary
committee on this important matter, If there is no such
conmittee in your community, you may wish to reissue it
directly, over the signatures of the rabbis of your community
or your region — or you may find it desirable to reissue it
on the occasion of the Tercentenary Sabbath, November 27, 1954.

May I also suggest at this time that you begin
preparations as soon as possible for full and fitting
celebration of the Tercentenary Sabbath, which gives promise
of being universally observed in towns and cities throughout
the United States, You may already have received material
regarding the Tercentenary Sabbath from your national rabbinic

e g

Rabbi Simon G, Kramer,
Committee on Religious and
Educational Participation
SGK:fgw
enc.,

"MAN'S OPPORTUNITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER FREEDOM™



AMERICAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY
3 East 65th Street
New York 21, New York

PROCLAMATIORN

To Our Jewish Brethren In The United States of America
PEACE BE UNTO YOU AND YOUR NEIGHBORS

Be it known unto you, that in Elul 5714 (September 1954) the Jewish community
of the United States will commemorate the 300th anniversary of Jewish settlement in
this country.

By the grace of God and under the protection of the Constitution of the United
States, we have lived and prospered in this land. We have been an integral part of
American life. We have worked with all other Americans in the never-ending search for
the democratic way of life and for the light of faith. Our ancient prophetic ideals,
and the teachings of the sages, have been foundation stones of this nation. Our work,
our hopes, and, abowe all, our living religion, have been among our proudest offerings
to the American community.

In some lands across the seas, our brethren have felt the searing flame of
prejudice, persecution and death, We in America have had the sad yet inspiring oppor-
tunity to save the lives of scores of thousands — to bring comfort to the oppressed,
tohelpint?nmklngoramandhnmrodmﬁonmthﬁmimt soil of Israel, and

a new recognition of our responsibility for human welfare in haeping with
tha anclent teachings of our faith,

In some lands across the seas, our brethren hawve been pressed to give up their
religious beliefs and practices and to disappear in a well of namelessness, But within
the home of America we have succeeded in preserving the unique identity of the Jewish
religion, worshipping in keeping with our historic tradition; and we have preserved our
ancient teachings, our ethics, and our religious ideals in the free climate of our
nation., Our religion is strong, as our American loyalty is strong.

Mindful of these blessings and with deep gratitude in our hearts to the God of
Israel, who, in 1654, led our fathers to the shores of this great new land,

WE HEREBY PROCLAIM

The period from Elul 5714 (September 1954) to the end of Sivan 5715 (May 1955)
as one of thanksgiving, prayer, study, and celebration of the American Jewish

Tercentenary.

We call on all our brethren throughout the nation to participate in the
observance of this anniversary; to offer thanks unto the Lord for the blessings
bestowed on us in America; to pray for the continued peace and prosperity of ouwr
country and all its inhabitants, and to rededicate ourselves to the ideals of our
faith within the freedom of American democracy.

SIGNATORIES
Rabbi Simon G. Kramer, chairman Max J, Etra, president
American Jewish Tercentenary Committee Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of
on Religious & Educational Participation America
Dr. Barnett R. Brickner, president Charles Rosengarten, president
Central Conference of American Rabbis United Synagogue of America
Rabbi Theodore L. Adams, president Dr, Maurice N. Eisendrath, president
Rabbinical Council of America Union of American Hebrew Congregations
Rabbi Harry Halpern, president Dr. Norman Salit, president

Rabbinical Assembly of America Synagogue Council of America
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Reader

On this Tercentenary Sabbath we amssemble in our sanctuary together
with our brethren of American Israel to give thanks to Thee, our God, for
Thy lovingkindness in guiding our steps and the steps of our fathers to
these blessed shores, We lift our hearts and our voices in joyous greti-
tude for the rebirth of our faith in the nmobility of man, for the refresh-
ment of our spirit after the terror of oppression, for the inalienable
rights assured us in this our country. We thank Thee, 0 God, for the
opportunity to serve Thee as free men, for the dignity of life which we
enjoy, for the justice and peace with which we are here endowed, and for
the pursuit of heppiness which is ours,

And as we give Thee our thanks we dedicate ourselves anew to serve
our country with devotion, with loyalty and enthusiasm. May the United
States of America ever be the land of the free, the haven of the storm-
tossed, the refuge of the oppressed, the beacon of righteousness amongst
the peoples of the earth.

We pray for Thy blessing to rest upon the pecple and imstitutions of
our land. May brotherhood and amity ebide within its borders. Grant us,
0 God, strength of purpose aml courage to be faithful to the grest ideals
of America. Bless all Thy children, here and everywhere, with peace.

Choir: Amen,

Responsive Reading

Reader: I rejoiced vwhen they said unto me: Iet us go unto the house of
the ILord.

Congregation: Wherewith shall I come unto the Lord and bow before God on
high?

Reader: It hath been told thee, O man, what is good, and what the Lord
doth require of thee,

Congregation: Only to do justice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with thy God.

Reader: Have we not all one Father? Hath not one God crested us?
Congregation: Why do we deal treacherously brother egainst brother?

Reader: Proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the iphebitants
thereof. ’

Congregation: Let justice well up as waters and righteousness like &
mighty stream,

Reader: Seek good and not evil that ye may live.

Congregation: And so the Lord God of hosts shall be with us.
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(Congregation rises)
Reader

7328 *? AxX 1273

Praise ye the Lord, to whom all preise is due.

Choir and Congregation

T¥Y o?1y% Jhapn * Ji1va

Praised be the Lord to whom &1l praise is due forever and ever.
(Congregation is seated)
Reader

0 Lord, how can we know Thee? Where can we find Thee? Thou art &s
close to us as breathing and yet art farther than the farthermost star.
Thou art as mysterious as the vast solitudes of the night and yet art as
familier to us as the light of the sun. To the seer of old Thou didst
say: Thou censt not see my face, but I will make all My goodness pass
before Thee. Even so does Thy goodness pass before us in the realm of
neture and in the vearied experiences of our lives, When justice burns
like a flaming fire within us, when love ewvokes willing sacrifice from
us, when, to the last full measure of selfless devotion, we proclaim our
belief in the ultimate triumph of truth and righteousness, do we not bow
down before the vision of Thy goodness? Thou livest within our hearts,
as Thou dost pervade the world, and we through righteouspess behold Thy
presence,

(Congregation rises)
Reader, then Choir and Congregation

TAR A1 13aYR aiac LRawe- yow

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the ILord is One.

Ty1 a%1y% 1n13%z 7132 ow 103

Praised be His name whose glorious kingdom is forever and ever.
(Congregation is seated)

Reader
827270 a1 L7IRD 2231 Jws3 Y321 jaaYv Y53 J°avR ' nR hanxy
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02a%R 1



-3-
Congregation and Resder

Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, with all thy
soul, and with ell thy might. And these words, which I command thee this
day, shall be upon thy heart. Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt speak of them when thou sittest in thy house, when
thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.
Thou shalt bind them for. a sign upon thy hand, and they shall be for
frontlets between thine eyes. Thou shelt write them upon the doorposts

es: r do : om-
ofthyn%gu:&agghwag;:ﬁ og;bmuog?sbyew emenber and all My ¢
Responsive Reading

Reader: Eternal truth it is that Thou alone art God and there is none
else.

Congregation: May the righteous of all nations rejoice in Thy grace and
exult im Thy Jjustice.

Reader: ILet them beat their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning-hooks:

Congregation: Iet netion not 1lift up sword sgeinst nation mor learn
VEr any more.

Reader: Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to anmy
people,

Congregation: Treasures of wickednmess profit pmot but righteousness
delivereth from death.

Reader: Thou shelt not hate thy brother in thy heeart:
Congregation: But thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

Reader: The stranger that sojourneth with you shall be unto you as the
home ~-born.

Congregation: For ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.
Reader: The work of righteousness shall be peace,

Congregation: And the effect of righteousness, quietness and confidence
forever.

Choir

t®YD Awy AYAN KI13 WIPA VIRI 322 n . 0YHRA A2322 2

Who is 1like unto Thee, O lord? Who is like unto Thee, gloriocus in
holiness, awe-inspiring, working wonders?

Reader
$YI9DKY 13Y YR AT L7732 IR0 1010%>

Thy children acknowledged Thy sovereign power, and exclaimed:
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Choir

%1 o%y% 10 v

The Lord shall reign forever and ever.

Reader
AN% 771792 L1322 PYN T2 1YRAY APY MK A1a7 79D '3 oI

YR YNa o

As Thou hast redeemed Isrsel end ssved him from asrms stronger than
his own, s0 mayest Thou redeem all who are oppressed and persecuted.
Praised be Thou, O Lord, Redeemer of Israel.

Choir
1071y n?92 anvTY nawn nR niwyY nawn oK YR Y33 1201

:o%y? X171 nIR YRAawe Y32 73y vaa

The children of Israsel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sebbath
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant., It is a sign be-
tween Me and the children of Isreel forever.

Reader
PRz *aYR onntaR YR L13'0%aR TaYRY 130aYR °° ans 7173
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Reader

Praised be Thou, O Lord, God of our fathers, God of Abrasham, Isaac
and Jecob, great, mighty, end exalted. Thou bestowest lovingkindness
upon all Thy children. Thou rememberest the devotion of the fathers.
In love Thou bringest redemption to their descendants for the sake of
Thy name. Thou art our King and Helper, our Savior and Protector,
Praised be Thou, O Lord, Shield of Abraham.

Eternal is Thy power, O Lord, Thou art mighty to save. In loving-
kindness Thou sustainest the living; in the multitude of Thy mercies,
Thou preservest all, Thou upholdest the falling, and healest the sick;
freest the captives and keepest faith with Thy children in death as in
life. Who is like unto Thee, Almighty God, Author of life and death,
Source of salvation? Praised be Thou, 0 Lord, who hast implanted with-
in us eternal life.
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Reader
Our God and God of our fethers, in this season of thanksgiving and

in this Tercentenary year we speak our thamks to Thee for the guidance
Thou hast given Thy children of the house of Ierael through the centuries,

Congregation: Amen,
Regder
Throughout our history we never lost a sense of Thy nearness. Wher-
ever ve wandered we were comforted by the assurance that Thy Presence went
with us.
Congregation: Amen.
Reader

We thank Thee, O our Father, for this land, the refuge of the terror-
stricken, the home for the homeless, a secure habitation apd a pleasant
place.

Congregetion: Amen.
Reader
We thank Thee for the opportunity we have grasped here to build our
sanctuaries of feith, our ascademies of learning, our agencies of mercy.
We thank Thee for the homes we have established, for the security and
hope which enasbled our children to grow into the fullpess of free man-
hood and womanhood.
Congregation: Amen.
Reader
We thank Thee for the ideals which have inspired the people of our
land, for the vision and dream of all who here created institutions by
which free men live and serve Thee and their fellowmen.
Congregation: Amen,
Reader
We thank Thee for the privilege vouchsafed to us and our forebears
in this land to serve it greatly, to contribute to it gemerously, and to
achieve for it gloriously.
Congregation: Amen,
Reader

And as we thank Thee we pray that we may prove worthy of these
blessings. ~ May peace and unity bless all the children of men.

Choir: Amen.
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Congregation and Reader

Our God and God of our fathers, grant that our worship on this
Sabbath be acceptable to Thee. Senctify us through Thy commandments
that we may shere in the blessings of Thy word. Teach us to be satis-
fied with the gifts of Thy goodness and gratefully to rejoice in all
Thy mercies. Purify our hearts that we may serve Thee in truth, 0
help us to preserve the Sabbath as Israel's heritage from generation
to generstion, that it may ever bring rest and joy, peace and comfort
to the dwellings of our brethren, and through it Thy name be hallowed
in all the earth. Preised be Thou, O Iord, who sanctifiest the Babbath.

Choir: Amen.
HALLEL

Reader and Choir
0 give thanks unto the Lord, «2ID D % 170
for He is good, for His mercy s17om obiyy >
endureth forever, 8o let Israel « 7KDY K2 2R
now say, for His mercy endureth :1von abiyy 5
forever, So let the house of <1708 N2 K 1w
Asron nov say, for His mercy :170m aviyy o
endureth forever., 8o let them 77 YRTY R) 1M2K°
that fear the Lord now say, for :170m @a%1y% 2

His mercy endureth forever.

Re sponsive Reaﬂigﬁ

Reader: In distress I called upon the Lord; He answered me with great
deliverance.

Congregation: The Lord is for me; I will not fear: what can man do
unto me?

Reader: It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man.

Congregation: It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in
princes.

Reader: The Lord is my strength and song; and He is become my salvation.

Congregation: The voice of rejoicing end selvation is in the temts of
the righteous.

Reader: The right haend of the Lord doeth valiantly; the right hand of
the Lord is exalted.

Congregation: I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the
Lord.

Reader: The ILord hath chastened me grievously; but He hath not given
me over to death.
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Congregation: Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will enter into
them; I will give thanks unto the Lord.,

Reader: This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter into it.

Congregation: I will give thanks unto Thee, for Thou hast answered me, and
art become my salvation.

Reader: The stone which the builders rejected is become the chief corner-
stone,

Congregation: This is the lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

Reader: This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and
be gled in it,

Congregation: We beseech Thee, O Lord, save now! We beseech Thee, O
Lord, meke us now to prosper:

Reader and Choir
sRY anv%En 'Y KaR +X3 BYYDIN %Y Ran

We beseech Thee, O Lord, save now.
We beseech Thee, 0 Lord, make us now to prosper.

Congregation and Resder

We gratefully acknowledge, O Lord our God, that Thou art our Creator
and Preserver, the Rock of our 1life and the Shield of owr help. We render
thapks unto Thee for owr lives which are in Thy hand, for our souls which
are ever in Thy keeping, for Thy wondrous providence and for Thy contin-
uous goodness, which Thou bestowest upon us day by dey. Truly, Thy
mercies never fail and Thy lovingkindness never ceases, Therefore do we
forever put our trust in Thee.

Reader

Grent us peace, Thy most precious gift, O Thou eternal source of
peace, and ensble Israel to be its messenger unto the peoples of the
earth, Bless our country that it may ever be e stronghold of peace,
and its advocate in the council of nations. May contentment reign
within its borders, health and happiness within its homes. EStrengthen
the bonds of friendship and fellowship among all the inhabitants of our
land, Plant virtue in every soul, and may the love of Thy name hallow
svery home and every heart. Praised be Thou, 0 Iord, Giver of peace.

Choir: Amen.

Silent Devotion
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God be gracious unto us, and bless us; may He cause His face to
shine toward us; that Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation
emong all nations. Let the peoples give thanks unto Thee, O God; let
the peoples give thanks unto Thee, all of them. O let the netions be
gled and sing for joy; for Thou wilt judge the peoples with equity, and
lead the nations upon earth. ILet the pecples give thanks unto Thee, O
God; let the peoples give thanks unto Thee, all of them, The earth
hath yilelded her increase, May God bless us; and let all the ends of
the eaxrth fear Him.

Choir

Mgy the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be accept-
able unto Thee, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer,

KIDDUSH
1937 *73 KM2 a%iya 1%» 137a%8 Y anx 3112

«132 737 1701322 13WIP LK a21¥a 1%2 137a%K T nnk 71923
D LNODEN2 AeyaY 71957 L1IVTRIA 71XN2Y I2aKa 1wIp hava
NI 133 *3  LDYIXD AR'X?Y 3T wIp TRIp2Y a¥nn oy KIn
ANK 7373 LI3AYM3IA 7I¥%2T J3AKA JUIP RAvY LARTP 130X
sMavn Yipn L0

1IYTANT 1IDTPY 13hnw aPaya I¥d 13abR *Y ank J102
(ATh 121h
ADCRATION

(Congregation rises)
Congregation and Reader

Let us adore the ever-living God, and render praise unmto Him who
spread out the heavens and established the earth, whose glory is re-
vealed in the heavens sbove and whose greatness is manifest throughout
the world. He is our God; there is none else,

We bow the head in reverence, and worship the King of kings, the
Holy One, praised be He,

Choir and Congregation
P1Tpa 00%00 3%5 %2 39V 0'T1I12Y BYINNEDY 0YYND JINIKY
$R17 P12
(Congregation is seated)

Reader

May the time not be distant, O God, when Thy name shall be worshiped
in all the earth, when urbelief shall disappear and error be no more,
Fervently we pray that the day may come when all men shall invoke Thy
name, when corruption and evil shell give way to purity and goodness,
when superstition shall no longer enslave the mind, nor idolatry blind
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the eye, when 211 who dwell on earth shall know that to Thee alone every
knee must bend and every tongue give homege. O may all, created in Thine
image, recognize that they are btrethren, so that, one in spirit and one in
fellowship, they masy be forever united before Thee., Then shall Thy king-
dom be established on earth and the word of Thine ancient seer be ful-
filled: The Lord will reign forever and ever,

Congregation (or Choir)

On that day the Lord shall be Ope and His pame shall be One,
$INR 1BPY AR YT JAT RIAN @Iva

Reader
0 Eternel, our Father, our thoughts turn now to those through
vhose vision and endeavor we have come to this hour. Tenderly and
gratefully we recdlthe-ananﬂmnmmt preserved our

nation. We recall, also, those who taught us
hearts to knowledge of Thy word. We bring to ld.:ll Thy sainmts who, in

name and whose memory inspires us to serve Thee and ever to do Thy
will, How many have lived and died in the cause of righteousness and
truth, making & way in the wilderness of life that we may tread there-
on in peace and serenity.

With the memory of these our beloved dead comes the knowledge
that they are best honored in the thoughts and deeds of those to whom
they were dear, As they strove valiantly to make Thy presence real
in the hearts of men and Thy law to rule the work of men's hands, so
may we strive to bring all Thy children together in justice and in
brotherhood,

They have guided us to Thee, and in Thee we find our bond with
them. Through all life's struggles, through pain and sorrow, through
challenge thrust across our path, may we keep Thee ever before us. To
their memory and to Thee we pledge ourselves inm deathless words as we
extol and hallow Thy name.

Reader.
«AN12%2 Y21 LANIPID K3 °T RK2YYA JK3Y AW wIpn?Y YI3n?
«27°7p 12721 ®Yaya J¥RwW nva Y37 *nmay 713721721 7313''nma

$IDK 190K

Congregation
:8o2%y *2%y%1 o%yY 7732 Rav now KN

Reader
azw Yhan%y abynry atany RwINYY EAIINTY IRDAYY naANRYY AN
+RNDN3Y RANAWN KNP KNova Yo 1o XYYV LRIN 7Ma LRRTIPT
7B 1K1 Jx2YyYA 1o DRTY

$IOR 1I0KY LJURWY Y2 Yy 1'%y L0770 RO2W 1R RAT RAY B
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MITWAUKEE JEWISH TERCENTENARY COMMITTEE

_ TEMPORARY ADDRESS

/ ROOM 817 BRUMDER BLDG.
135 W, WELLS STREET
MILWAUKEE 3, WISCONSIN

January 12, 1954

Dear Friend:

I am glad to report that there was an excellent response both on
the part of organizations and individuals to our meeting on January
7th concerning the Jewish Tercentenary observance. Attached you
will find a partial listing of the organizations and individuals
who participated. For your information, I am briefly summarizing
the more important actions taken by the meeting:

1, It was unanimously agreed to establish a local Milwaukee
Tercentenary Committee for the purpose of cooperating with
the national American Jewish Tercentenary Committee, plann-
ing local celebrations, and exploring the possibility of
state-wide collaboration.

Such a committee will operate as an independent organization.
It has been assured of the maximum cooperation of the Welfare
Fund.

2. A Temporary Committee on Organization was established for
the purpose of developing detailed plans and setting up an
appropriate organizational structure for our local commit-
tee. The present members of the Temporary Committee on Or-
ganization, which may be augmented, consist of the follow-
ing individuals:

Rabbl Joseph L, Baron Mrs. Michael Levin
Rabbi Harold Baumrind Roy MNersky

Mrs., Chas., T. Cohen Mrs. Harold L. Miller
Harry L, Epstein Joe E. Smith

Norman N, Gill Bernard Solochek

David A. Herman Rabbl Louis J. Swichkow
William Kay Dr, Herman Weil

Harry Kovenock Howard Weinshel

Professionals - Ex-0fficio

Dr, Isaac Levitats Elkan C. Voorsanger
Jacob Mirviss Edward Phillips
Sidney Sayles

3. The Temporary Committee on Organization will act as a planning
and temporary executive committee., It is expected to get ita
work under way immediately. It will report back to the larger
representative body of organizations as soon as it has developed
appropriate plans.
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You are cordially invited to submit any specific suggestions
for consideration by the Temporary Committee on Organization.

You will find enclosed a copy of the main report to the
meeting on January 7th. This will provide you with a summary
of the purposes of the national Tercentenary celebration and
suggestions as to how the Milwaukee Jewish community can
participate effectively in this historic occasion. Addi-
tional coples may be secured by writing to Room 817, Brumder
Bldg., 135 W, Wells Street, Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin.

If your organization has not yet appointed its representa-
tive, will you kindly send this informetion on without delay.

Cordially yours,
ghbbi Joseph L, Baron
Temporary Chairman

JLB:dp
Encl,



Local Tercentenary Committee
Participating Organizations & Individuals

B'nai B'rith Milwaukee Council (Women)

Hadassah - Milwaukee Chapter

National Council of Jewish Women - Milwaukee Section
Pioneer Women - Milwaukee Council

VWiomen's American ORT - Milwaukee Region

Federation of Jewish Women's Organizations

American Jewish Committee

B'nal B'rith Council

Bureau of Jewish Education

Cong. Beth Israel

Cong. Beth Yehuda

Jewish Community Center

Jewish Family & Children's Serwice
Labor Zionist Movement - Federative Committee
Milwaukee Jewish Couneil

Milwaukee Jewlish Welfare Fund
Mizrachi Organization

New Home Club

Temple Beth E1 Ner Tamid

Temple Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun

Individuals
Rabbil Joseph L., Baron Roy Mersky
Rabbi Harold Baumrind Edwarde F., Perlson
Rabbi Harry B. Pastor Joseph Soffen

Rabbl Louis J. Swichkow



//,/' T:L/,ff A REPORT ON THE AMERICAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY
L .
\ by Joseph L, Baron

Milwaukee, January 9, 195

In September, 165, the St. Charles, a French man-of-war, brought
to the port of New Amsterdam 23 Jewish refugees from Pernambuco,
whom it had rescued from Spanish pirates after they had fled before
the Portuguese conquerors of Brazil., Lengthy negotiations with
Peter Stuyvesant and the Dutch West India Company finally resulted
in official permission for them to remain., Thus began the history
gﬁ whitbwaa to become the largest Jewish community on the face of
e Ei0De.

There had been Jewlsh immigrants on the continent before. In fact,
Jews had come on the Spanish caravels with Columbus. Jewish com-
munities had flourished in South America, and a month before the
St. Charles anchored in the harbor of the New Netherlands colony,
Jacob Barsimon had arrived in Manhattan Island from Holland. But
this was the first Jewish community to settle in what is now the
territory of the United States.

It is but fitting that we, Jewlish citizens of Milwaukee, meet here
this evening to consider plans for the appropriate commemoration of
this event, especially since it affords us the long-delayed stimulus
to celebrate also the centennial of the Jewish settlement in
Wisconsin, It is my function at this meeting to report to you on
what is being done elsewhere to mark the tercentenary, and to offer
a few suggestions as to what we in Milwaukee, and in Wisconsin, may
do to observe this occasion as well as our own centenary.

R

At the initiative of the American Jewish Historical Society and the
American Jewish Committee, a nationwide Tercentenary Committes of

300 was established about a year ago, This Committee met last April,
and formulated plans which call for the celebration to be launched
with a reconsecration service at Congregation Shearit Israel and a
public dinner at the Waldorf-Astoria, in New York City, on September
12, 1954, and to be closed with a mass outdoor ceremony in Washington,

D.C., in May, 1955.

Thru a sub-committee on Religious and Educational Participation, the
Tercentenary Committee proposes to issue a joint religious proclama=-
tion of all Jewish religious bodies, to compose & Tercentenary
Prayer, to select a Tercentenary Sabbath, to arrange combined reli-
glous services, and to prepare special materials for use in Jewish

schools.

Thru a sub-committee on Research and Publications, the Tercentenary
Committee will sponsor the publication of a ten-volume documentary
history of the Jews in the United States, a master bibliography of
American Jewish history, an index to American Jewish periodicals, and
a series of monographs in American Jewish history. It will establish
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an Academic Council, and will encourage the writing of local and
institutional histories. It hopes also to have the United States

Post Office issue a special commemorative stamp.

While the Committee will plan, initiate and carry thru special
events and programs for radio, television, and other mass media, it
will also service communities with materials, information and con-
sultation to facilitate tercentenary programs on the local level,
It will arrange for traveling exhibits, lectures, commemorative
medals, school programs, and newspaper and magazine features.

33

It is important that you, ladies and gentlemen, give thought to the
scope and theme of the tercentenary, In this connection, I wish to
quote some paragraphs from a report submitted to the Tercentenary
Conference last April by the Program Policy Committee, whose member-
ship consisted of Samuel I. Rosenman, Ralph E. Samuel, Benjamin V,
Cohen, Adolph Held, William S, Paley, David Sarnoff, Benjamin
Sonnenberg, Lewis L, Strauss and Herbert Bayard Swope,

"No commemoration of a historic fact of such significance has any
real value unless it carries within itself a message for the present
and for the future. In the case of the American Jewish Tercentenary,
the message can be very real, and without some such message it would
be an empty celebration...

"Thru three centuries, the American Jew has assumed his full share
of responsibility in the United States as citizen and as human being
seee Yet thru three centuries he has remained a Jew, It would seem
to be appropriate to build the spirit of the observance around these
twin considerations: that there are both American and Jewish aspects
to the Tercentenary, and that these complement one another,

"In its American aspects, it is fitting for this Tercentenary to as-
sume a patriotic tone -- not in'a superficial flagwaving spirit, but
rather in the sense that all Americans hold a deep and often un-
spoken love for their country and its people... Like all other
Americans we wish to do what we can to make our country ever better,
ever happler, ever safer, ever closer to the American dream.

"In its Jewish sense, it is equslly fitting that we recognize... the
geod things that we as a group have brought to America, Ve have
brought a deep religious faith and we have kept it alive within a
harnony of differing faiths, We have brought a tradition of learn-
ing, of scholarship, of scientific curiosity. We have brought a

love of the arts, and a respect for those who create with words and
sounds and colors....7ith our all too intimate knowledge of persecu-
tion, we have brought a deep passion for human freedom and personal
dignity., With our intimate knowledge of poverty and privation in the
0ld Wiorld, we have brought a striving for social justice and equality
of economic opportunity.
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"Wle have not been the only ones to bring such values to America;
others have done as much or more, For this reason we would not as=-
sume a tone of self-glorification or vainglorious boasting, or imply
comparisons of Jewish "contributions" to Arerice with those of other

groupS...

"We propose that the spiritual force of Judaism as a religion be
made an integral and inspiring part of the observance in a broader
sense, We believe that the Tercentenary could provide the occasion
to touch off a new spiritual drive -- & prenewed and exciting recog-
nition of the ancient Jewish contributions to the modern world; the
recognition of the existence of one God, the universal code of
ethics and behavior typified and symbolized by the Ten Commandments,
the teachings and social objectives of the Jewish prophets, rabbis
and sages. These contributions should be commemorated not as the
exclusive heritage of American Jews but as the heritage of all
AmericanS.ss.

"We do not believe that the Tercentenary should be made a vehicle
for propagation of any particular ideology in American Jewish life
.+s+1t should not try to formulate or advance any particular defini-
tion of Jewishness, The Tercentenary belongs primarily to five
million people who regard themselves as patriotic, loyal American
Jews, whatever their definition or their philosophy; it should be
broad enough to appeal to 160 million Americans, who have all shared
in the building of America, and who, we would hope, would be will-
ing to join in commemorating with us this happy anniversary....

"It is recommended that Christian individuals and groups be given

the opportunity to participate. Protesiant and Catholic leaders
should be encouraged to mark and join in the celebrations. We there-
fore propose that there be established an interfaith committee to
take part in planning the observance,

"These three hundred years have been marked by many events of tre-
mandous importance in the history of man and his civilization. Out-
standing among them have been the great growth of human fresdom and
homan dignity and the development - under that freedom and dignity -
o material, spiritual and intellectual progress. And in all of us
there 1s a passionate yearning that the privileges of freedom be
spread to all peoples of the earth as speedily as possible.

i~ believe that the teachings of the Hebrew prophets have vitally
ar”acted the growth of freedom and the dsvelopment of human dignity
1n “merica and thruout the world, It would be well for the Tercen-
tenary celebration to emphasize the direct and indirect effects of
those teachings on the precious heritage of all Asmericans,

"We suggest therefore the following theme: Man's Opportunities and
Responsibilities under Freedom....

"If this be our theme,....then we are dealing with an event which
goes beyond the simple celebration of the arrival of the first 23
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Jewish settlers in New Amsterdam, Ve are concerned with the whole
stream of 300 years of American Jewish history, in which both the
early settlers and the later ones share equally. The three centu-
ries of our history are not as important as the gquality and inten-
sity of our participation in American 1life; the life and activity

of five million Americans Jews in September, 1954, will be just as
important as the life and activity of the first 3 Jews in September
1

"Americans Jews will wish to review the nature of their participa-
tion, past and present, in American life, Such a review is commend-
able provided it preserves perspective. Y/e suggest that it empha-
size the pure and the applied quality of Judaism as a religion, the
great growth of philanthropy, the spirit of intellectual exploration
and the intense desire for social progress.

"The very universality of the Jewish experience in America leads us
toward the crux of this observance: that Jews have shared in the
work of building an America where the acccepted ideal is one of
liberty, equality, and dignity. These things were not ready made
for the earliest settlers of any nationality or religion. They had
to be fought for. Certainly the Jewish settlers in New Amsterdam
had to fight hard - for the right to remain, for the right to wor-
ship as they wished, for the right of citzenship, and for the right
to bear arms in the militie along with their neighbors. They won
that fight, just as other settlers, in other colonies, won their
fights for religious freedom and human liberty....

"We do not imply by this a Pollyanniash denial of any disharmony or
prejudice in the past or in the present; but we recognize that these
too have been a part not only of Jewish history but of American his-
tory as a whole, and that the good has overwhelmingly outweighed the
evil,

"This kind of approach definitely does not involve an effort to use
ths Tercentenary as a vehicle to combat anti-Semitism. We caution
azainst such effort, We believe that a healthy, hearty, warm and

1atelligant celebration will have the incidental effects of bolster-
inz the sense of security of American Jews and of removing or reduc-
iaz some of the unfriendly concepts which exist in the minds of un-
inTormed or bigoted Americans, But we feel that these results
should be positive and constructive in spirit and tone and program,

"H.story has made of the American Jewish community the largest Jewish
co.munity in the world, This community, in the American and the
Jawish tradition, has had a record of concern for the rights and the
well-being of Jews in other parts of the world....Indeed, the human-
itarian work of American Jews in behalf of stricken Jews overseas,
especially since the beginning of the first World War, is one of the
inspiring pages of human history.
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"The rise of Israel has a place in the framework of the observance.
The freedom and democracy which Jews enjoy in America have enabled
them to help Israel gain and establish its own freedom and democracy
and to offer these blessings to hundreds of thousands who could not
find them elsewhere. The role of American Jews in assisting the
emergence of the new state, the interest and support of the govern-
ment of the United States and of American public opinion, and the
spiritual impact of Israel today, are all part of American history
and of the history of our times....

"We believe that with this theme the Tercentenary should have pur-
poseful meaning for all Americans and for the entire world, The
whole 300-year record of American Jews can be made a symbol of hope
to oppressed people thruout the whole world, Millions of people in
many lands now live in poverty, in despair, in fear, in the strait-
Jacket of totallitarianism. The American experience, and the Jewish
experience in America, can give fresh hope, as millions of human be-
ings seek for themselves and thelr children, in the lands where they
live, the very things that Jews and all other settlers in America
sought when they came here -~ freedom, self-respect, opportunity,
safety, security."

Feabsiabit

In the spirit of what has just been said, let us now turn our atten-
tion to our own community, As I have already indicated, the nation-
al tercentenary offers us a somewhat delayed occasion to celebrate
also the first Wisconsin Jewish centenary.

The first known Jew in what is now the Badger State was Jacob Franks,
who moved from Montreal to Green Bay im 179,. That year, the
Monominee Indians ceded to him a plece of land for a term of nine
hundred and ninety-nine years. His nephew, John Lawe, figured pro-
minently in the early days of Brown County, and his name still a-
dorns an important street in Appleton. We hear of a Jewish peddler
murdered in Kaukana in about 1620, and of Jews who established them-
selves in the neighborhoods of Solomon Juneau, Byron Kilbourn, and
George Walker in the 1830's,

But the history of our community as such began in 1847, for it was
on Friday evening, September 10th, of that year, that twelve of our
Jewish pioneers met at the Home of Henry Newhouse to conduct the
first Rosh Hashana service in our city. A year later, the minyan
was held in thé home of Isaac Neustadtl, and in 1849 at the home of
Nathan Pereles, By 1850, there emerged out of this nucleus Congre-
gation Emanu-El, with Gabriel Shoyer as president, and Solomon Adler
as secretary. As you may surmise, within a year, in 1851, another
congregation, Ahavat Emuna, came into being under the leadership of
J. M. Hardt, meeting for worship in Washington Hall, on Oneida’
Street. In 185), Ahavat Emuna acquired a tract of land for the first
Jewish cemetery here, a section of which is still preserved at the
corner of Chambers and Hopkins Sts,
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In 1856, Emanu-El and Ahavat Emuna were consolidated into one con-
gregation, under the name of B'ne Jeshurun, with Nathan Pereles as
president, Isaac Levy as vice-president, M, Markwell as secretary,
and Loebel Rindskopf, B. Cohen, Henry Bonns, Elias Friend and Isaac
Stransky as trustees, worshiping in a little synagogue on Fourth
between State and Prairie Streets. The following year, Dr. Isidor
Kalisch arrived in Milwaukee to become the city's first rabbi, to
minister in a congregation which had grown to a membership of 77
femilies.,

Out of these modest beginnings, we now have the mighty, dynamic com-
munity in Milwaukee, and the vital neighboring communities in
Madison, Racine, Kenosha, Sheboygan, Oshkosh, Green Bgy, and other
urban centers in Wisconsin, with a total Jewish population of ap-
proximately 50,000 souls. The role which the Jews of Wisconsin have
played in the economic and cultural development of their State and
nation, and in the social and spiritual growth of their Jewish
people and faith, has been significant, We want to examine and com-
memorate it in a manner which will serve as a spring-board for even
greater achievement in the future. We want our first century of
progress to be an incentive and an inspiration to us and our child-
ren, so that we may rededicate ourselves to our historic goals, and
improve on our methods, to be a blessing to all the families of the
earth.

WA

To implement this objective, let me suggest that we constitute here
this evening a Milwaukee Jewish Tercentenary Committee, This Com-
mittee should be as representative as possible, reflecting a true
cross=section of the various elements of our community., Its purpose
should be to coocperate with the national Tercentenary Committee, to
plan the year's celebrations in our own city, and to explore the
possibility of state-wide collaboration.

Congregation Shalom and the Milwaukee Jewish Center will dedicate
new edifices, and Mount Sinai Hospital and vossibly the Jewish Con-
valescent Home will initiate building projects, in 1954-55. Let
this Tercentenary Committee consider the feasibility of integrating
these events with its program.

Last September, Congregation Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun dedicated the
Baron Museum, for the collection and display of Jewish historical,
ceremonial, and art objects. Let our Tercentenary Committee con-
sider the utilization of this new facility in connection with its
program, as well as the organization of exhibits at the Public
Library, Public Ifuseum, and the Milwaukee Art Institute,

In the course of my rabbinic activities here for nearly three decades,
T have often felt keenly a mumber of lacunae in our communal organ-
ization. I have felt, to cite but a few examples, the lack of sup-
port and resources for the stimulation of higher Jewish learning, the
want of a local Jewish archive and year-book, the absence of proper



("

T

Jewish teacher-training, of adequate Jewish pastoral counselling for
our youth, of Jewish chaplaincy service in Milwaukee institutions,
of a Jewish home for incurables, Perhaps the Tercentenary Commit-
tee, by wise and imaginative direction, in a spirit of civic and
patriotic devotion, and of Jewish faithfulness and fervor, may rou<e
latent talent in our people, fan the flame of creative social ideal=-
ism, and supply these and other communal needs,

In the closing hours of his blessed life, Moses commanded us: "Re=-
member the days of old, consider the years of generations!" Time
and again, in the long and chequered career of Israel, the fulfil-
ment of this command, the rememberance of the days of old, the con=-
gsideration of the years of generations, proved to be of dynamic
significance. It kindled many a light in the world, and taught the
entire human family that 1life need not be "a walking shadow,” that
history need not be "a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,

signifying nothing."

Today, as we stand on the threshold of the American Jewish Tercen-
tenary and of the Wisconsin Jewlsh Centenary, as we remember how
our fathers emerged out of the darkness and degradation of the 0l1d
World, how with sweat and tears and blood, with joy and faith and
love, they built in this wilderness, alongside of their compatriots,
a new nation and a New World dedicated to light and liberty, as we
consider our opportunities and responsibilities, under freedom, to
forge the welfare and happiness of future generations, we may indeed
believe, as we humbly and fervently pray, that out of it all will
come a2 new birth of soclial achlevement and spiritual glory.

And in this belief in my heart, and with this prayer on my lips, I
say to you, in the accents of Moses our master, "Go forth to cele-
brate, with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our
daughters, for we must hold a feast unto the Eternall"
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