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FUTURE GOALS OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT
Paper to be given at CCAR 23 Juns 1953

Reform Judaism can have but one gocal for the future,
which is beirg determined for it by the champloning voice of
history. We are Pbeing swept into the position, not against our
will, but almost\ without owr initiative, of inheriting the future
through the condué; of the Jewish body politic in America. 1In
the short course or\ppr existence we have made such an indelible
impress upon the totai\community of thie land, that noblesse oblige

%
must now enter our caloulgtiona as we attempt to underastand and

\
‘n

evaluate our future. \
\

\

\
We can no longer think about our problems, our desires,

our plans, but must reorient odh\ccncepta to include entire Ameri-
can Jewry whose Jewieh Tate and £h§ure will lie with us because the
people have willed it so. I say thig in no commercial sense or
Jjubilation over having "cornered the ﬁ§rket', nor in any empire-
building sense of pride over recent grdﬁ%h and expana;on, but in
the humblest sense of acknowledging what\aypeara to be a fact -
namely, that the Reform or Liberal approacﬁ\to Judalem has captured
the hearts and minds of the overwhelming num%gr of Jews in America.
This is true, I think, regardless of what the ;;atiatica might show
regarding congregational affillation. For Refofﬁ\methodclogy and
idealogy have infiltrated Conservative and Orthodoi\ranks more
widely than we sometimes realize. R\‘
\
Rabbi Freehof expressed this enormously 1mpor¥ant Judgment

& few months ago at the 30th anniversary celebration of the Commission
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on Jewish Education at the Unlon Biennial in New York. He said

RN

PReform is not a'sect, it is a branch of a living tree. We must
Judge 1t by what growth it has added to the total organism. The
Reform lMovement hac\brought new vitality to Jewlsh religious life,

a spirit of creativitjnwhich has reflected itself in all branches of
American Jewry. Many of\our methods, above all are a spirit of
hopeful experimentation, ﬁQll, for a long time, bless all of American
Jewry." ﬂ\

Rabbi Joshua Tracht;hperg projected the same thought to us
at the CCAR meeting in Bretton %h?da in 1949, He eaid then: "Reform
has conquered American Jewry. Gonﬁnrvative Jews, so called, and for
the most part, so-called Orthodox Jéﬁé too, have become in fact
adherents of the basic posltion of Refprm. The develcpmental nature
of Judsism, the i1dea of change, adjustment, evolutlion, 1s today
lergely accepted in theory and practice gihAmerican JOWE .ses WE
have reached an important historic point in\the devslopment of a
distinctive "American Judaism" cast in the mold of Reform, (by

whatever other name 1t may be called)".

vfg;ﬁ ‘f( " 1¢ thia 13 tﬂue, you are aware of the implications which
/,,2/1ow immediately. To be the inheritor of the future, the guardian
into whose hands the treasurse 1g delivered, the trustee of a tri-
millenial tradition, will demand of us far greater exertions than
we have ever contemplated. If Jews will continue to elect the liberal
approach, to think along the lines we will outline, to practice along
the lines we will inspire, then 1t becomes incumbent upon us to

provide them with a meximum stimulation.



We could settle for a lowest-common denominator brand
of Jewlsh convictlon and practice. But that would be ignoble and
unworthy of us. We have no right to permit an escape into the

Reform fold as a means of defaulting on Jewish responeibilities.

F

Populétion s."lry{fta within our| large ur'baljn centers, reductionoi’a[l
immigration from abpoad, eleyation on the social- "n&-ecorgomic scale,

are‘.-{bringi g\'l‘arge masses of| hitherto - ns_ervativéq and | hodox

Jews into pur ranks. ~&fe coming to us in order tio find a

wr;{y of minimizing [the demande of Judalism upon them, we shpuld quiekly

disillusion thems
/

Ours would be the greatest treason to Jewish past - 1ts
martyrdom, struggle and aspirations - if we were to allow the Jewish
future to become no more than a diluted shedowy image of its true

oS Y ol
potential.’” We will not require this Jew who comes to us today or in
the next decade to observe the Taryag Mitzvos. DBut nsither, on the
other hand, can we permit him to feel that he dischargss his obliga-
Simp
tion to Judalem maahar by observing seme=ef the Ten Commandments.

?J the wave of the future 1s ours, -Wnat WE Go not—insist upon-as pre=_
' 'M f]-wﬂ-r.u-cx. avr Lo o
: g€ = 2t e- preserve as the norma-

tive pattern of American Jewish 1life, will be lost in another two

generations.

L g1l ] pun dgvemssd 77*"“{*‘“—,
;—5k must constitute the irreducible

and therefore imperishable core of Jewiahnega for the unborn genera-
s - = +
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n this/context, wz péally arg strugglyfz to establish the goals of
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Firstly, we must protect flercely that whieh hag been
our noblesat contribution to modern Jewish thought -~ the social
idealism which we have called Prophetic Judalism. Under this excel-
lent banner we tried to out through the obseurantism of Talmudic
legalism to diseover afresh the living waters of Prophetic Liber-
alism. Ve haﬁzf:::ghi-our children the burning sentence of Micah,
wnich appeare in this week's Haftorah, instead of the wearisome—
paragraphe of Hiahnah:&ﬁﬁzzah instead of Mishnah; Amos instead of
Avodah Zarah; Hosea 1instead of Halacha, ¥

But 1f this was the theme we selected to orchestrate out
of the great symphony of Judaism,; then, by all that is holy, let us
underscore the theme, repeat it, play 1t in all its variations, so
that the soul 1s thrilled and the heart leaps when it i1s sounded.
These are times which ezll for a gocial liberalism of the highest
guality. McCarthy's hand ‘is heavy in the land. Soclal reaction
may yat-gkfggé us before this century is much older. Let the pure
passion of the prophet be heard again through us, so that fear may
be cast off. Courage, instead of timidity, is the order of the day.
Qur collective voice, swelling out of the past, reinterpreted for
the present, will be a2 great gift tc the future. OCne goal of Reform,
therefore, must always be to provide militant seeial inspiration
for those who would fight darkness and reaction and fear.

Secondly, we must retain the high drama of ceremonialism

hose g@o i::tgf;;ﬁitth-—ﬂAﬂu

which has so vitally warmed the bones of
fﬂwﬂf(ﬁ P u’t‘i 7}-&.!. Arn m\‘q’{e(j' ;-\O-H.AM'
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survey in 1950 and the Brotherhood survey in 1953 have too amply
demonstrated the validity of this statement Tor us to emphasize it
further. We are convinced, I think, that the addition of ;:g;; and
poetry and fine excitement of ritual practice, within the framework
of our avowedly liberal freedom to pick and choose unbound by law,
has greatly enriched the lives of our people. We shall not, it seems
to me, retreat again to that kind of ceremonial austerity which
marked an earlier period in the history of our movement. Our goal
must be to continue our experimentation, our search for that pattern
of ritual observance which will eventually become a rich norm,
accepted and practiced by the Jew of the future.

Thirdly, ws must reaffirm the great secret that Brandels
learned so late in 1life - the secret that the Jewe are a people -
one, ae God is one, indiwisible, irrefragably bound ir a physical
and metaphysical union which 1s greater than the sum of all its parts.
We must put it for the young modern Jew as Brandeis put it for him-
self: "Throughout long years which repréecent my life, I have been
to a great extent separated rromlJawa. I am very ignorant of things
Jewish. But recent experiences have made me feel that the Jewish
people have something which should be saved for the world; that the
Jewish people should be preserved; and that it is our duty to save

and preserve.”

=
e > / /"
Thare are gome in our m dst who cavil &t the 'opﬂ "people”,

who seek to dissdive the gigangic strength or peoplehoqﬁ by dark
mutyerings double Yoyalty. No one is rgoled. Thegé are the

petrified fossils who g diled and whose footprin¥s we merely see




The people of Israel is one of our trinity, with God
and Torah, and we of the Reform Group no longer stand on its peri-
phery as some gueer and slightly neurotic sect. We shall assert
by word and attest by deed that we are indivisibly tied to that
people in all its scattered multitudes. Stephen Wise'a ringing
ery Klal Yisroel was the battle-slogan under which Reform elevated
itself from a mere sect to a great movement. For, by linking itself
with all Jews everywhsre, Reform left 1te isolationist éamp and
re joined the common destiny. One of the most important goals of
Reform must be never again to fall prey to parochialism, but always
to embrace the totality of weorld Jewish eXperience.

Fourth, we must continue to refins and improve what has
come to be called the American way., This is a symbolie shorthand
expression of those 1deals of demoecracy and freedom and brotherhood,
with which Judaiem is 80 compatible and so organically related.

The law came forth from Jerusalem to New England and may yet go

forth from both places to the world.

The twentieth century is the American Period of world
history, Just as the nineteenth was British. If the American Periocd
is to serve as an exemplar and stimulant to world progress and
decency, the bright light of Jewlish idealism is bound to show through,
directly or filtered. There is no one who can better be the bearer
of this synthesis between Americaniem and Judaism than we in the
Reform Movement who have soc agsiduously cultivated the union. 411

the Jews of America know and recognize this. But when we wrap our



Apericanism around ue to the extent that our Judaism is muffled -
then we are suspect and no one believes us. It shall be the task
and challenge of Liberal Judaism to blend successfully and without

loss to either, these two motifs for the generatione to come.

AT IS O R
/ le‘)‘..ﬂpm*'v-’?--’"W\ m-gi,____‘____.
Ll

There are many other goals concerning which we could speak.

ere 1s the urgent need of propounding a theology for modern man,
which woul@ not fall into the pattern of present day Protestant
nec-orthodoxy that speaks of world evil ae the result of sin. There
1s the great need of helping people to develop & more quickened sense
of personal piety. There is the crying need of struggling toward
an improvement in personzl and public morals. There are many problems
in this cosmic area of God and prayer and ethics which must and shall
occupy our attention. There 18 not time for all things. I have
spoken only of £HS§B four ggzki-ihich I congider such powerful
factors in the future cocurse of our movement - a prophetic socilal
zeal; a rich ceremonial pattern; an identification with world Israel;
and a constant sharpening.of the American dream into focus with
Jewlish ideals.

Goals cannot be

achieved without instruments to attailn them. There are three instru-
ments of our Reform Movement. This Conference of Rabbls has enjoyed
over the years a deepening and a broadening of its strength and
capacity. While still far distant from the ultimate influence 1t
ehall someday wield, it continues tc develop its potential in the
direction of shaping trends and executing them on the American scene.
Our second instrument, the Union, has flourished mightily in the past

decade; hap sprouted in i1ts new abode; and will centinue to exercise



skill and ingenuity in enlarging the impact of the Reform Movement

on American and world Jewry. p

But the third instrument is the most important, for in our
seminary or seminaries we shall have that fountain of knowledge and
spirit, mind and heart, which will activate the other twe, through

the ultimate determinant of moulding the individual Reform rabbi.

Cur school, the strongest link in the movement, i8 now going through ‘é§1>
a painful period of growth and readjustment. 4né pecause the guestion

ol the type and style of school ie 80 inextricably bound up with the (ii

goals of our movement, I cg:__z_gi;!gr it % to discuss e—tont‘?‘n“‘

become, the vehicle of Judalsm for mcet if not all Apérican Jews,

then we must orient our schocol in that direction. The saintly Leo
Baeck, with prescience and foresight, pointed the way in hie Founder's
Day address at HUC in March, 1253 by aaying;

"This is Founders' Day, the ¢;§ of self-criticism. Our
college is a precious heritage bgptowed by the Tounders upon
following generatione. Each generation must sacquire it anew.
Each generation is =a aectiogfor history, the one only a para-

graph, the other a ch&pterf History makes clear what today 1is

to be acquired. To a;/ ur college must surely be a collage*rbm——

]
_—

““"fEE—EEiE_E?ﬂAmerica{/ﬁut at the sams time it i1s to be a college

for the sake of th/uhole of the Jewlsh people, the whole of
Judaler, the collgge of "Amzu'! - of 'this people’."



If we are to have a "college for the sake of the whole of
the Jewish people, the whole of Judalsm", then one cf the thinge we
muet insure 1s that such a cecllege be strong and secure in that
place where half the Jews of the land dwell and from which pulsates
so much of organized Jewish vitality. I do not plead thie pecint
as special sentimentalist or stubborn devotee to an Alma Mater.

This shonld be elear to all who know that my only passion is for the
kind of Reform Judaiem I have outlined, as part of a healthy Israel.
I have no overweaning loyalty to the JIR which would blind me to
larger considerations. If I honestly thought we could serve Klal
Iisroel!aa I want to0 serve it from a spiritual fountainhead in
Cognat , L would immediately agree to the complete liquida-
tion of the New York sechool. T would not want an attenuated appendage

left over as an encumbrance.

That 1e simply not the case. New York cannot be ignored.
Our school there should be a magnificent institution, surcharged
with strength, orackling with an enthusiesm which wouléd encble and
irspire. The greatest voices of the internationzal Jewlsh world
should speak from our forum in the metropolis. The seminars and
lectures and sympoela which any renowned university offers should
be a constant fare with which we first stimulate and then aatiaf;hh
the Jewish appétite. Our graduates should go forth in full ;anap;y'
from New York to attest to the virility of our beliefe. All this
will in time demonstrate our position to those myriads with whom

we now stand in ambivalence of half-acceptance, half-re jection.

Cur scheocl must preach and practice XKlal Yisroel, else we



ere lost. In order to teach it, we must understand it. In order
-

to understand 1t, we must rub shoulders physically withvglhetero-

geneous mass that makes up the New York Jewish poleation. And rub
shoulders with it not 1n some genteel and detached fashion, but with
all the vigor of A “Mdgﬁk. Sura and Pundeditha were

surrounded, enmesghed, submerged in the Jostling crowde of Babylonla

for more than half a thousand years. Klal Yisroel is in New York

in mecrocosm .akd
We shall be buffeted, swung, disturbed by thie crowd, but it is the
stuff of our people. If we would love 1t, we must live 1t.

Above all other thingn, our anhoo- must ring true to authentic
Jewish aspirations - historically and ide&logilcally. When it is
clear and obvious that the men ve are graduating go forth into the
cities and villagee attuned to the yearnings or-naﬂ-xg-bm American
Jews, then we shall have succeeded in playing our destined role to
the hilt. The people want us liberal, fresh, flexible - but they

want us Jewish to the core.

I was taught Atoh Bochartonu by Slonimsky. I believe it.
It is like breathing fire - and my people have caught flashes of it
from time to time. It has colored the entire practice of my

ministry. It is the single strongest strand in my Jewlshness,

I want our Reform Judaism to be of this fire and spirit.
Only then will straight young men salute 1t, young brides embrace
it into theilr homes, young children respond to it. Our goals in
the future must yield fruits for all of these. Our school must

O\Qﬁ &) Q)&.\J‘dﬁ‘h

help attain the goals.
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FUTURE GOALS OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT

I'ye had the feeling for some time that there are two discernible trends'
within the Reform Movement in America., For the sake of short-hand d€finition,
we have come to call these patterns by the names of classical Reform and Liberel
Reform. Each of us knows broadly what these terms mean, Oft timesa man or an
institution will know quite clearly to which camp sympethy inclines - oft times
there is an ambivalence of feeling i:ich does not pemmit cleer-cut labeling,

As the basic pran:lso of thia pa.par, I had :Lntended to mhit the thesis that
the future goelaat mr Movens nt, wmilﬁhavet.o he Mqanmg the lines of
broad, Liberal Betﬁm, :ltw ware to naema as tha pwuj.!ql Mor in American
Jewish 1ife to th.nhbsﬂ.w smto he mh'.hg us, !lu eiha-ical patiem, qli.d
as it may have Mjﬁ. smma our evolutio ‘_“ mpmt., would simply
fail to nourieh our mtm. Ulassical Rafom, ha.d we c&tﬁimod to follow it, would
have found us soneday as & bluk and sbar.!.l. rolioa m ﬂm forgotten shore togethsr
with octher cuxdosfties in Md! histol?. | '

These were subjected emotions oh my part, substantisted by my personal perspective,
influenced by the training I received, determined by nyHiopes of vhat kind of Jadaism
would emerge in America, Imorder to ascertain the val:ldity of this analysis, I sought
the opdinions of the merhers of this L'on!ermce. !'he totality of the equally subjective

impressions of others would serve to-qbcck' or rebut my feelings,

The answers I received are impressive, Almost 100 rabbis took the trouble to
record their opinions. An absolutely overwhelmingabtitude crystalliged from the pens
of these miscellaneous correspondence. It was most startling to see Mﬁhg before
the eye such a wiformity of thought among such a highly individvelistic group of men,

There emerged a clear, undeniable rejection of the classical pattern and all thn:b
it implies, Most men insisted that there were not ng that my
schematization was archaic - that this mey once have been the case, but that by now
it wes menifest and apparent — which direction contained life and vitality and which

meant! dessication end death, The classical Judaiem of the Pittsburgh platfom, it
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can honestly be said, has no organic meaning for most of onr men today.

Further corroboretion of this dppeared in an anelysis of the a.nsm-s to the
cuestion which asked whether the Reform Movement should continue its present tremds
of increased ceremonialism, intensified education, pro-Isreel sentiment, world-Jewish
identificetion, Again, the answers were almost shocking in the unanimity. A wvigorous
affirmation sounded to all of these test-items, _

There wers some warnings - mostly alom.g the lines that these presert trends
should not be cxﬂglted opporhmistioﬂlya; a8 means ofweard.qgthe members away
from cmsemunb m#ﬁm :anh, tor ﬂm ndm;i.ghi :l.bai,,ﬁu own characteristics
and integrity. B&»m the mip;s were znkn 1neo aaco:m,. it was apparent where
mostorthammr : _ : N oy ke

A second fagtm m hﬂ'd mmWamsed the voice of
history making iwdm upon us, ‘There was mmmm version of Judaimm
representing the healthy ind m.iva pu%tem uh:l.oh Jews would elect in the future,
The bringing back of diamebantaﬁ dﬂm who had rqmd orthodoxy untenable but
had not yet fully dlscovered :’u.fom, ‘the ﬁmﬂng of inrge masses of conpletely
secularized and never affiliated Jews; a Mat. of lost generatims of college
youth; were all mggasteﬁif @s areas in vhich Liberal Mudatan codld and would work
more successfully than its sisber-wu. |

If this is true, you are aw;rq_‘o?{' themplicatima which flow immediately, To
bo- b ShHAILI OF A0b. Sutire.. £56 Swbiaish iate SHoob BaLEEns Erensie 14 Gl Evinnd:
the trustee of a trimillenial tradition, wdll demand of us far greater exertions than
we have ever contemplated, If Jews will continue to elect the liberal approach, to
think along the lines we will outline, to praetice along the lines we will inspive,
then it becomes incumbent upon vs to provide them with a maximm stirmmulation,

We could settle for a lowest—common denominator brand of Jewish conviction and -
practice, But that would be ignoble end unworthy of us, We have no right to persdt
en escape into the Ee.fam ; fnld as & means of defanlting on Jewish responsibilities,
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“Ours would be the greatest treason to Jewish past - its mertyrdam, struggle
and aspirations - if we were to allow the Jewish future to become no more than
a diluted shadowy image of its true potertial, Tt is trume that we will not require
this Jew who comes to us today or in the next decade to observe the '!ary#g
Mitzvos, But neither, on the other hand, can we permit him to feel that he dis—
cherges his obligation to Judaism eimply by observing the Ten Commandments, If the
wave of the future is ours, then whatever we do not preserve as the normative '

pettern of Lmriun Jeniah nto, \dIL'I. h!,los‘h in another two &memtim.

bution to modern Mﬂzwt -sthe m&ﬂeﬁﬂndﬁcﬁwm called
Prophetic Judaism. 'mm mﬂm mmum@ cut throu.gh the
obscurantism of Talmudic *!’bgail:[m it'b almm%- arraéa m living waters of Pro-
paetie Liberalism, We have preterred %.:l-.nch mi‘ ctﬁ,ldrm the burning sentence
of Micah, which appears in this m&amm :mtea.d of the paragraphs of
Mishnah, We have preferred Hicharlmm of !ﬂaimah, Ama instead of Avodzh
Zarah; Hosea instead of Eﬂ.acha..

But 42 this was the theme’ we selected to mﬁaabmta out of the great
symphony of Judaiam, then, by a:’d. that is Holy, l.et. us underscors the theme, repeat
it, play it in all its variations, 80 that the soul is thrilled and the heart leaps
when it is sounded, These are times which call for a social liberalism of the
highest quality, McCarthy's hand is heavy in the land. Social reaction may yet
doom us before this century is much older. Let the pure passion of the prophet be
heard again through us, so that fear may be cast off, Courage, instead of tinidihy,
is the order of the day, Our collective voice, swelling out of the past, rein-
terpreted for the present, will be a great gift to the future. One goal of Reform



therefére, must always be to provide militant inspiration for those who would fight
darkness and reaction and fear,

Secondly, we must retain the high drams of ceremonialiam which has so vitally
warmed the bones of those who complained that our temples wers cold. There §as
intellect in owr pulpits, they said, but no fire on our altars. The people wanted
to be surrounded by the ceremonial practices which would give real form to the
content of Judaism, They wanted sight and sound and personal involvement rather
than cold ratimﬂin. Rabbi BMBéman'; survey in 1950 m thes Brotherhood
meym1953hﬂutmmlywmmott&smm for us
to emphasize it m&.hnr. Fle mcqnvincad, : ﬂ:d.nk, that thoqdditim of color and
poetry and fine mitment o::itml mcﬁco, with:;,ntﬁu rr‘nsuork of our avowedly
liberal freedom to n.ok and choose: mm.ia by law, has greatly enriched the lives
of our people, We shall nat. it seems to me, retreat a,ga.in to that kind of ceremonial
austerity which marked an earliar mo& in the history of our movement. Our goal
must be to continue our mmum, our amhmrthat pattern of ritual
observance which will a’mtuan;r become a rich nm, accopt.ad and practiced by the
Jew of the future, )

Thirdly, we must reatﬁ.mthe peat l@cretthathurleishamadao late in life -
the secret that the Jews are a people one, as God is one, indivisible, irrefragably
bound in a physical and metaphysical union which is greater than the sum of all its
parts, We mmust put it for the young modern Jew as Brandeis put it for himself:
"Throughout long ysars which msent amy life, I have been to a2 great extent separated
from Jews. I am very ignorant of things Jewish, But recent experiences have made
me feel that the Jewish people have something which should be saved for the world; that
the Jewish people should be preserved; and that it is our duty to save and preserve,

The people of Israel is one of our trinity, with God and Torah, and we of the
Reform Group no longer stand on its periphery as some queer and slightly neurotic
sect, We shall assert by word and attest by deed that we are indivisibly tied to
that people in all its scattered multitudes, Stephen Wise's ringing cry Klal



Yisroel was the battle-slogan under which Reform elevated itself from a mere sect
to a great movement. For, by linking itself with all Jews everywhere, Reform left its
isolationist camp and rejoined the common destiny, One of the most important goals
of Reform must be never again to fall prey to parochialism, but always to embrace
the totality of world Jewish experience,

Fourth, we must continue to refine and improve what has come to be called the
Anerican way. 'rhs.a is a gymbolic shorthand expression of those ideals of democracy
and freedom and Mood_ ﬁth m -Iudaih is 80 o ,__,_'_‘_i and so organically
related, The law a.n tupth fran :mm.- to Vigland au may yet go forth
from both places tp thsmlﬂ, b -: '.:.,.

The tmtiatnath is thaqbl'im ?dﬁ.ﬂd ?WM Just as the
nineteenth was Brm. nmﬁqurmoaino uiu?uum exemplar and
stimulant to world progress. m daeapcy, the bright- ]J.ght of Jewlsh idedlimm is
bound to show through, dimtla'ﬂrﬁitomd 'l‘hmiam one who can better be
the bearer of this mthwislzotm Anamﬁ.can.‘r,- and Jnda:luthnm in the Reform
Movement who have so usidumaly ml;biva‘bed ‘the union, All the Jews of America

know and recognize thj.u\ But when we wrep our lnar.tcam{m around us to the extent
that our Judaism is muffled - f.'.hm we are suspect and no ome believes us. It shall
be the task and ch_aail.aago of Liberal -Ju:d_a-ni.u to hland ancéa;sfullr and without
loss to eitfier, thess two motifs for Hhe gensrations to come, |

There are many other goals concerning which we could speak, There is
the urgent need of propounding a theology for modern man, which would not fall into
‘the pattern of present day Protestant neo-orthodoxy that speaks of world evil as
the result of sin., There is the great need of helping people to develop a more
quickened sense of personal piety. Thers is the crying need of struggling toward
an improvement in personal and public morals, There are many problems in this
cosmic area of God and prayer and ethics which must and shall occupy our attaention,
There is not time for all things, I have spoken only of these four goals which I



consider such powerful factors in the future course of our movement — 2 prophetic
social geal; a rich ceremonial pattern; an fdentification with world Israel; and
a constant sharpening of the American dream into focus with Jnd.ah ideals,

Goals cannot be achieved without instruments to attain them, There are three
instruments of our Reform Movement., This Conference of Rabbis fma enjoyed over
the years a deepening and a broademing of its strength and capacity, While still
far d:l.uhanb from the ultimate inﬂmﬂl.t shall someday td.eld, 4t continues to
develop its potentialiin the dimmn of mtmds ma?émins them on the
inerican scene. Our m imtrm, &om&, iq ﬂomqu mightily in the
past decade; has ami.lifm mm, Muﬁ%éﬂnﬁmib exsrcige skill
and ingenuity in uhrging thi :_Lqiet. nr the Mom;!mn Q..Anerlcan and world

But tae third ins"rulent :LB the noab :Iwaa&, for in our seminary or
ammesummmmmtmuh#meﬂﬁvmmﬁt mind and heart, which
will activate the other two, through the ultimate dsbbmimnt, of moulding the Mvidnﬂ.
Reform rabbi, Our schook the dawsc :L-mk Me m, is now going through
a painful period of growth and raadjushwt. And because the question of the type
and style of school is so mmriaab]; Bmd up uitﬂthc goals of our movement,

I consider 1t essentisl to discuss both togethers ;

Let me be perfectly frenk, There was once an ideological difference hetween
the two existent Liberal ouina.ri.es.

Stephen Wise established a second Reform college ia 1922 in order to give
expression to a certain point of view. He gathered an eclectic faculty and an!
equally heterogmeus stufent body. His policy was followed deliberately so that
there might be an enrichment of each maa's persomality, so that cross-fertilization
might bake place between students of varying backgrounds, so that Zjonism might be
vigorously taught to Iiberal rabhis, so that orthodox, conservative and reformm students,
respecting each other first in the classroom, would later respect each other as
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rabbis in the living commmnities they would mutually serve.

The JIR thus gave a new look to the Liberal Movement, quite different from the
HUC. Many feel that the JIR played the role of leavem in the dough, causing the
.Refo'm Moyement t0 bestir itself, change its shape, rise and come to completion,
The introduction of JIR thiniing, the impact of Stephen Wise'!s personality, the
physical presence of several hundred graduates in the practicing ratinite 211 bad
their effect in holpdng to reshape the. wm Movement , 4 :

In the course o ‘tine, the new &wl.@o,uwm Wém, and it was

felt that this *a. hspﬁy oimstmud. ?&r 1s: '"'*', 7 competition

would be ea.tni.mtt(mdm u@%mu Setoaned :ﬁr‘ﬁgp tructive task of
N 2.

bm tph" ‘.:-M- m‘ r.a m‘. - ‘_-. : ._ ; .-.'- .l v .. : j‘ : ?;-—
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Now a dark tﬂrhﬂa anﬁared ﬁhepﬁctm, ‘hert*iap_;,:_ 7 1
School in New York, specfﬁ.oa.‘.‘l;ty du:lg:ey to atld Emww to the Reform
outlook, will become reaucaa to an xmzw tqﬂ, 'qﬁar the provisions of the
recently announced mﬁficaﬁ.m pla::. M‘ﬁﬁt t&d to occur, the only Inser in the
long run will the whole of American Jw.m. g

The saintly Leo Baedk, with presuiqwe and foread.gﬁt said in his Founder's Day
address at HUC in March 1953: “Today: m*‘pﬂlage,m surely be a college for the
sake of America, but at the same time it is to be a college for the sake of the whole
of the Jewish people, the whole of Jud#i-.m,l the college of 'Am Zu! - of 'this M'.'

If we are to have a "college for the sake of the whole of the Jewish people, the

1 concern that the

whole of Judaism®, then one of the things we must insure is that such a college be
strong and secure in thet place where half the Jews of the land dwell and from which
pulsates so much of .ﬁrganized Jewish vitality, T do not plead this point as special
sentimentalist or stubborn devotee to an Alma Mater, This should be clear to all who
know that my only passion is for the kind of Reform Juddism I have outlined, as part
of a healthy Israel, I have no overwsaning loyalty to the JIR which would blind ne to
larger considerations, If I honestly thought we could serve Klal Yisroel as I want



to serve it, from a spiritual fountainhead in Cincinnati, I would immediately agree
to the complete 1iquidation of the New York school. I would not want an attentated
appendage left over as an encumbrance,

That is simply not the case, New York cannot be ignored, Our school there. should
be a magnificent institution, surcharged with strength, crackling with an enthusiasm
which would en__oble and inspire, The greatest voices of the intemational Jewish
world should speak from our forun in the metropolis, The seminars and lectures
an:l symposia uhiah: anr renowmed mtwmity oﬁm sh.ould ber a eehstant. fare with
which we first atimlate a.nd then smbiaiy t.ha Jewﬁh appa‘bitq, rﬁ‘ur graduates should
go forth in full | ng

rah ﬁ:on llgu ’Iomk to a'bt-edb !'.o the ';h-ﬂif;r of our beliefs,
A1l this will in tino deumm-ata m posiﬁou to mm wriadn%ith vhom we now

stand in ambivalen&a of hal&-acegptm@e, ha_lf—reaaction.

Cur school must preach and pract.ice Elal ¥isroel, d.ae we are 1oa'b. In order
to teach it, we must mderatanﬁ,it. In omder to mdersband it, we must rub shoulders
physically and spiritually ﬂtth the heta'ogeneous mass that makes up the New York
Jewish population, And r'ub shonld&rs vd.th it not in some gentecl and detached fashion,
but with all the vigor oralivjng orgamtm Snra and Pundeditha were surrounded,
emneahad sutmerged in the jostling crm or Ba.bylmia for more than half a thousand years
.Klal Yisrosl is in New York :I.n macrogosm. He shall be buffeted, swung, disturbed by
this crowd; but it is the sbuff of our People. If we would love it, we mist live it.

Above all other thinég, our school ﬁns‘b ring true to authentic Dewish aspirations -
historically and ideologically, When it is clear and obvious that the men we are
graduating go forth into the cities and villages attuned to the yearnings of all
American Jews, then we shall have succeeded in playing our destined role to the hilt,
The people want us liberal, fresh, flexible - but they want us Jewish to the core,

I was taught Agoh Bochartonu by Slonimsky, I believe it, It is like breathing
fire - and my people have caught flashes of it from time to time, It has colored the
entire practice of ‘my ministry, It is the single strongest strand in my Jewishness,

I want our Reform Judaism o be of this fire and spirit. Only then will streight




young men salute it, young brides embrace it into their homes, young children respond
t0 it. Our goals in the future must ﬂﬂyﬁgl of these, Our school must help
attain the goals,

I would therefore suggest that we seriously reevaluate the unification plan mf
adopted by the Board of Govermors; that we think of the future of our sdhool in terms
of the future goals of our Movement; that we create a yehicle which can earnestly
serve the best purposes of Liberal Jndaisn.

To that end,. I @ffer the follmd_,ﬁ réaﬂntion to this Omo

E. Im relatd..m mﬁouﬂﬁuﬁum !or thom m{gpbod by the Board of

mdychamediith‘bhe : sl

This it camot canscimtimsly xde, _bocauu no oppgrbuni.ty had been presented before
the promulgation to study the p‘.'l!nmd 11;_; possible g_‘fec_t.s on Amsrican Liberal
Judaism by this Conference, "

II, The CCAR tm'tha:r takes ndte of ﬁzu‘?act that three large regional groupings of
its members, in New &gland, Hw York au(l Qaioago, p‘.l.na ma.ny individual rabbis through-
out the land, have indicated ‘Eheir lmuilltngnesa to lcoapt. the plan w.lthou'h study,

IIT., Therefore, the CCAR resolves: '

1, That implementztion of the present plan be deferred pending further study,

2, That a Comittee of this Conference be appointed by the President to
analyze the implications of the plan; to confer with the Board of
Governors; to report back to the Executive Board of the CCAR with
recammendations,

3» That the UAHC, as the third partner in our Reform Hovement, be urged
to appoint a similar Committee to study the plan and confer with the
Board of Governors, either conjointly with our Committee, or

separately if the UAHC prefers,
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I bave hmd the feeling for some time that there are two discernible
trends within the Reform Movement in imerica. As the basic premise of this
paper, 1 had intended to submit the thesis that t he future goals of our
Movement would have to be oriemted alomg the lines of bdroad, lideral Reform,
if we were to emerge as the powerful factor in American Jewish 1life to which
destiny seems to be summoninz us, The classical pattern, wvalid as it may
bave been at a certain time in our evolutionmary development, would simply
fail to mourdish our future.

In order to check the validity of this analysis, I sought the opinions
of the members of this Confarsuce. Almos$ 100 rabbis took the trouble to
record their opinions. There emergeds clear undeniabdle rejection of the
classical pattern and all that it implies. Most men insisted that there were
not any longer two tremds - that my schematization was archaic - that this
may omce have been the case, but that by now it wvas manifest and apparent
which direction contained life and vitality and which meant dessication and
death, The Pittsburgh Flatform, it can honestly be said, has no organic
neanirg for most of our men today.

Further corroboration of thie appearsd in an amalysis of the answers
to the guestions vhich asked vhether the feform Movement should contimue
its present trends of increased ceremonialism, intensified education,
pro-Israsl sentiment, world-Jewish identification, Again, the answers were
startling in their unanimity. A wvigorous affirmation was sounded to all
these test-iteas.

A second fact became obvious. MNany of our men poignantly sensed the
voice of jistory making its demands upon us, There was much talk about our version
of Judaism representing the healthy and normative pattera which Jews would
elect in the future. The bringing back of disenchanted drifters, who had
found orthodoxy untemable but had not yet fully discovered Reform; tie
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vinning of large messess of secularised unaffiliated Jews; the conquest of
lost generations of college youth; were all suggested as areas in which Lideral
Judaism could and would work more successfully than its sister-philosophies.

If this is true, we must De aware of the implications which flow
imnediately. To be the inneritor of the future, the guardian into whose
hands the treasure will De delivered, will demand of us far greater exertions
than we have ever contemplated. If Jews will contimue to eloct the liberal
approach, to think along the lines we will outline, to practice along the
lines we will inspire, then it becomes incumbent upon us $0 provide them
with & maxinum stimulation., We could settle for a lowest-common denomimator
brend of Jewish convigtion and practice, But that would be ignoble and
unvorthy of us, V¥e have no right to permit an escape imto the Reform fold
to be a means of de faulting om Jewish responsibilities. Ours would be the
greatest treason o the Jewish past - 1ts martyrdom, struzgle and sspirations -
if we were to allov the Jewish future to Decome no more than a dilnted
shadowy image of its true potential,

The goals of our movement, therefore, must constitute the irreducibdle
and imperishable core of Judaism for the unborn gemerations of American Jews,

First - we must protect fiercely that which has been our noblest
contribution to modern Jewish thought - the social idealism which is ealled
Frophetic Judaism, We have preferrad to teach our children the burming sentence
of Micah, which appears in this week s Haftorah, instead of the paragravhs
of Mishna, We have preferred Micah instead of Mishnah; Amos instead of
Avodah Zarsh; Hosea instead of Halacha,

But if this was the theme we selected to orchestrate out of the great
spuphony of Judaism, then, Jy all thét is holy, let us underscore the theme,
repeat 1%, play 1% in all its variations, so that the soul is thrilled and
the heart leaps when it 1s sounded. These are times which call for a soclal
liberalism of the highest quality, McCarthy's hand is heavy in the land,
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Social reaction may yet doom us before this cemtury is much older. Let
the pure pession of the prpphet e heard mgsin through us, so that fear
may be cast off, Ocurgae, instead of timidity is the order of the day.
One goal of reform, therefore, mst always be to provide militamt inspiratien
for those whe would fizht darimess and reaction and fsar,

Second -« wo must retain the high dvana of caremonialism vwhich has so
vitally warmed the borss of these who complained that ocur templ-s wers cold.
There wes intellect in our pulpits; they ssid, ut nc firs on our altars.

The pecple vanted %o bs surrourded by the sersaouial practices which would
give rezl form $o the ceontant of Judsiam, Thoy wentad sight end sound and
personal invelvememt rathsr then cold rationalism, Ws are convinced, I thiak,
that (hs addition of coler and postry and fine evcitement of ritval practice
bas greoatly sauriched the lives of our pnp!.;. ¥e ghall mot, 1t seems to ms,
ratreat again to that ¥ind ofoeromonial avaterfty which marked an earlier
period in the hRistery of our movement., Onr goal smst bde to contlinus our
sxperinentation, our scarch for that app patiern of ritual slssrvance

vaich will sventually becoms a rich nosm, accepbed and practiced by the Jew
of the future,

Third = we wust reaffirm that great esorst that Brandles learned eo
late in his 1ife - the secrst thet the Jawe are a peorle - ons, as God is ome,
indivisible, irrefrazebly bourd in a physical anéd metaphysical unlen which
is greater than the summ of 2ll itz parte, Ve nust put it for the young
modern Jevw as Brandsis put it for himsslf:

"Throughout leng years whigh represent my life, I bave bsez to a great
axtent eeparated from Jews, I am very igmorant of thingg dewish, But
receatl experiexces bave made me feel that ths Jevish pecple kave something
whick sheuld be szaved for the ecrldy that the Jevish people should be
preserved; and thet it is our dety to save and proserve,”
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mpeoplcef‘mol is one with God and Torah, The Esform movement
eballd assert by word and ~ttest by deed that 1t is indivisibly tied to that

veople in all i%s scattered multitudes. Sbeybien Slssn's Fingina ery of
Bunere_sach té\a dredi mcvengul, Lo, & linking itaelf with all Jews

everywhere, Beform left its isolationist camo and rejoined the comnon destiny.
One of the most important goals of reform must be never again to fall nrey
to parochialism, Dut always to embrase the totelity of world Jewiech exverience.

Pourth = we must continue to refiune and improve what has come o be
called the Ameriean Way. This is 2 syubolic shortband smpression for these
ideals of democracy and freedom and brotherhood, with which Judaism is so
compatible and go organically ralated., The law came forth froam Jesusalem
to New Engcland, and nay ye% zo forth from both places 8o the sntirs world,
The brisht 1light of Jewigh idealisp is bound te shew through this American
Period of vorld hietroy, 1% chall be ths task and challenge of Bibarsl
Judédem to dlend successfly and without loss to either, thess twin-motife
of Americaniem and Judaism for the generations %o come,

There are many cther goals concerning which we could speak. There is
the urzent need of nropeunding a theology for modern man: of helping vpeople
develop a more quickened sense of perscnal platy; of struggling toward an
improvement im personal and pub iec morals. There are many problems in this
eogmic area of God and prayer and ethics which must and shall sceupy omr
attention. Put thers is not time for 211 things.] have spoken ocaly of these
four goals which 2res go vital to the future course of our wovement -

a provhetic social seal; & rich ceremenial pattern; an identification with
world Igracl; emd = constant sherpemins of the American drsam lnks Tocus
vith Jewish 1deale,

Goals carmot be achieved without imctruments to attain thee., There

are three instruments of our j‘efm moverant., This Confersence of Rabbis
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has enjoyed over the years a deepinz and boradening of its strength and
capacity. While still distant from the ultimate influence 1t shall
soxzsday wisld, 1% continues to develop 132 poteatial ia ths directien
of shapizng tremds and sxecuting them on m.lltrim scane, Our second
instrument, the Union, has flourished =ightily in the past decads; has
sprouted lustily ia its new abode; and will contimme to perform the

crucial rols of enlarging the impact of the reforn movement on American
and world Jewry,
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The third instrument is the HUC-JIR., Our semisary is the fountaix
of knowledge and spirit which ultimetely fetermines the futurs by molding
the individual rebbi. In this sense, the schocl is perhaps the most
importent of the threse., Because the guestion of the type and style of
school is so inextricably bound up with the goals of our movemens, I
consider it essential to discucs both together,

The JIR came into existence in 1922 to meet an emerging need in
American Jewish life. There wers large mumbers of Jews, rooted in tradition,
‘but yearning for & mere progressive expression of thelr faith. They were
searching for a warm blend of the ancient and the modern which would free
them from the hand of Taluudic legalism, but at the same time would give
them the feeling of remaining within the framework of authentic Jewish
aspirations, They vanted somothing 11berdl, fregh, flaxidle - but they
wanted it Jewish to the cora.

Under the inspirins figure of Stephen ¥Wise a school was built to
express this excellent combination, That school made ite contridution
all over the land as well as in the heart of the greatest accumulsted
mass of Jews ever to exist in one city at one time,

It is vastly important to realize that the same or even intensified
needs exist today as in 1922, Ja the same eaviromment, contaiming half
the Jows of America, another generation hes grown, this time American-bd rn.
Beores of thousands are groping thelr way from a disearded orthodoxy te
& broad lideralism. This is an evolutiomary process, wastly quickened -
and yet it is even more than evolution - it iz almos? explosion.

We are dealing, 1% sesums %o me, vtthafnﬂnhuer. If there was
& need for a 1iberal school in New Tork ia the 1920's, how mch more so
is that true todya, when our movement in 1%s present tpends is receiving
such wide and imcreasiag appreciation,
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Nev York simply cannot be ignored. Our school there should te a
zagnificent institution, surcharged with strength, orsckling with an
entimsiasm vhick would emnoble and inepire, The greatest voieces of the
interzationsl Jewish world should apeer from our forum im the metropolis,
The seminare and lsctures and cywposia vhich any rencwred wniversity offers,
should be = constart fare with vhick we firet etimulate and then satisfy
the Jewish sppetite, Our graduvates should go forth in full stremgth from
our school im Few York to attest to the virility of our beliefs, All this
vill ir time demonstrate our position to those myriads with whor we now
stand in asbiyalence of helf-soceptance, half-rejection,

¥isdom dictates the reasons why the strongest possible school in
Bew ‘ork 1s imdispemssble to our needs and plass.

1, The grovth of corgregations im the east betokens the period of
expansicnisn inte vhich we are nov entaring. Oor movement, bscause of its
present trends, is :rsally reaching ont to the hearts of ths mititudes,

It would be folly not ta have a daep well of :uu.g represeutad by a
ravbinical collegs, nourishing with its presence thase nev and tender
trees being planted soc lovingly,

2, The fyull maturation of our movement rguires that our ra bis be
m&l to this burgzeoning expansion, Hen esn zo forth to every cormer
of Amarica better oquipped to serve, and men oan come fyrom every cormer
of America, to Saste and feel and sense the vitality of the camter of
mach of organized Jewish 1ife, It is an arror to think that FWew York is
the wvhole of America - but to be untouchad by 4t in sowe measwre is an
equivalent errer.

Z. Inereasing the opprertunities for scholarship instead of deareasing
then must ba the pattern for our merged schgool, Ve sheould be adding courses,
expanding curriculum, As 2 result of the Bitlerian decads, the leagey of
lsarning bas besn tramsferrsd from the 0ld world o the new., More houses
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of learaing, nct fewer, become & categorical imperative for American Jewry.
For the sake of our new congregatlions, for ths znke of a mors universal
radbinate, for the sake of inmsrsasing scholarship, our College-Institute
should be strengthening 1%s Now York branch with al! spesd and ingenuity.
This iz & comblned school of which I speak, Its two present arms, and
God willing, a third scneday, elsewhers in Aserica, all spring from the
same trunk, Ths wvhole fa as strong as all i%s parts, This 18 no question
of primacy, of stubborn loyalty teo any one Alma “ster, of sentimsntal
nostalziz for a memery, I am not spsaking for or about the JIR, I am
plesading for one sart of our ons united sewsinavy, which I do not wani to
sne whitiled down, becsuse I thipk the whele will thersby suffer,

The stroggest possidle schocl, fm =11 ite hranches, $0 sorve the
broadest possible gonld of Frogressive Judstss - this 4s a statesmenlike
spprosch to ths Libersl Jevish future in Averice,
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