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l . Report For Annual Meeting, May 2nd, 1948

This report is intended to cover, in perfunctory and
outline fashion, the highlights of the year's work since my return
to the Congregation late last summer. It cannot possibly be all-
inclusive, due to the lack of time, but will concentrate rather on
those highlights of the year's work which seem to me to be note-
wnrtﬁy and significant.

May I say, in preface, that the work of the past year
has been extremely rich and productive. The program of the Temple
has been in high gear throughout the entire year and a tremendous
variety of activities has been made available to the membership
of the Congregation., Also in passing, let it be said that an
unusually high percentage of the members of the Congregation have
seen fit to take advantage of the various programs offered. This
is always a satisfying condition to the Rabbi and professional
leadership of the organization. Programs, no matter how carefully
designed, are worthless unless they are shared by large and
responsive gudiences, I am quite happy with the interest shown
by the majority of the members in the activities which the Temple
offered this past year.,

This report shall be divided into four sections covering
my activities in four various spheres. Firstly, I shall dezsl with
internal Temple duties and activities. Secondly, I shall deal with
intra-faith activities, which concern the other synagogues and
Jewish groups in our community. Thirdly, I shall deal with inter-
faith or general community activities, in Christian churches, in
civic responsibilities, and in the broader phases of our life as
members of the larger community of Denver. Fourth, and lastly,

I shall deal with those functions which I have been able to perform

on the national scene of Jewish interest.
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I. Temple Duties.

1, Religious School.

The Religious School this year comprised the largest

number of students ever to be enrolled in the history

of Temple Emanuel, We had approximately 365 pupils,

divided into ten classes. We had approximately

35 weeks of school, in an excellent season which

was uninterrupted by bad weather or any other external

factor. The mood and morale of the school were as

high as I have ever known. I think it is within

limits and within reason to say that the vast majority

of the children came to our school, not under duress

from their parents, but really because they enjoyed

coming here. I do not thimk it is blindly enthusiastic

to make that evaluation. I am quite pleased with the

amount of material covered in the curriculum by the

teachers; ﬁ?h%he various earnivals and holiday programs

arranged with the help and sponsorship of the Parent-

Teachers organization; g}a;ha attitude of the children

toward all features of the sechool program which we were
omdd Th Phe subsidiyaty ¥) Pre Sis¥ahond

attempting to project,n The Confirmation Class,

particularly, enjoyed a wholesome and healthy year,

and I am certain that Confirmation of 1948 will be

an outstanding program due to the caliber of the

children in the class.

It will be necessary, without any question, to

continue our two-day sessions for the coming

academic year. We now have approximately 250

children coming on Sunday and 100 children coming

on Saturday. Seven grades meet on Sunday and they
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occupy ten classrooms. This includes two rooms which
are used in the choir loft. Three grades come on
Saturday, and they occupy four classrooms.
I have two recommendations to make,involving changes
in the Sunday School organization for the coming year.
Both recommendations are motivated by the fact that we
know we shall have an even larger attendance next year,
possibly approaching the 400 mark, which would make our
school one of the largest in the entire United States.
The recommendations are as follows:
Recommendation #1. That we establish next vear a
a kindersarten to acegmnéate children vounszer
than age ‘6.1- $nis reébmdation is—due-tothe
-tactjgggg'we'hawe had many requests from psrents
who have children of 5 vears of age, who have
asked us whether we could not possibly include
these youngsters in.our school. Some of these
yvounzsters have older brothers and sisters in
upper grades, and the.younger children wish to
come with their older br_gthers end sisters.
Another reason is thaﬁfchristian Sunday Schoeols
take children as early as age 3, and in several
instances we have found Jewish children., living
in neigzhborhoods where there were no other Jewish
neighbors, being influenced by their little
Christian friends and actually being taken to
Christian Sunday Schools. Therefore, I think
that we must meet this problem by making available
a traipned kindergarten teacher with normal kinder-
garten facilities. To this end we shall have to

take one of the rooms on Sunday morning.
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RECOMMENDATION #2. That we move Grade 7 from
Sunday over to Saturday. This is prompted by

the fact that if we establish ocur kindergzarten

and make one of the rooms available for itis use,

we will not be able to accomodete =sl1l1 of the grades
heretofore held on Sundav mornping. In line with
our prineiple of having the older grades meet on
Saturday morning. it would then be logieal to move

i*‘-g.h.r‘ 2

Grade 7 oger*ﬁo agﬁuruuy wornlngj In the Saturday

Mbrniﬂzisuhbﬂ&ﬁwa are nreﬂnntly-usiﬁp only four
of the axai&dﬁ&e rooms ao'that we could easily

give g -ﬂm %‘eem o Graﬂe s

2. Worahipcﬁmiam.{:g_-% e o

A v — 1
aJ)Attendaneg atagriday evening sarvices /during, the year

has been extzqmehy gratiryingg gh the whole attendance
has increaaed.ﬁqaaistently over previous years, On the
average, avan*inpluding several evenings when the
weather was sQVere during the winter, we have enjoyed
aﬁdzzigndanaa_or appréximatelgjgso persons every single
Friday eveniﬁg;‘ ﬁﬁring spéﬁigi-events, that attendance
has risen as high as 1,000 persons, At the various
times when we have had guest speakers during the year,
we have had as many as four or five or six hundred
persons. For any Rabbi to say that he is pleased with
the attendance of his Congregation is an unusual con-
clusion. T am happy at the interest shown, but we are
never fully satisfied. I would like to urge an increased
attendence during the coming year. To this end I wish

to recommend:
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RECOMMENDATION #3. That we make every effort as
a Congzregation to continue to eliminate sceisl
events on Friday evenings and concentrate on
Temple attendance that particulsar night. The
Board of Trustees has passed a resclution asking
the members to refrain from parties on Friday
A night and I recommend that the Consregaticn take
Sd' An W cognizance of that zction of the Board.

b) Sermon Topies. The sermon topics for the year have

been as varied as I have been able to make them.

Apmdad. to this report :1;,-.;,? wnlote 1ist of the

Sermon Topies for every Friday evening during the

past season. The subjects ranged all the way from
Inter-Faith Serwices, to ._&a_a;._ne_sions of the Marshall
Plan and the European situation, to holiday programs
such as Chdnukéh,_ Suecgos, P!l!‘il}, ete., to spiritual
sermons, to a series on "Great Living Religions™ which
was excellently received. There was no single sermon
during the ‘year on whatmigh‘li ha considered a contro-
versial isaﬁ§. 'Palestine‘ﬁéﬁ'édalt with in only';E;r
lecturey.On the 5th of December, following the decision
of the United Nations, m subject
"Partition of Palestine - What Does It Mean To An

(,JL i Pre 0_""‘_ American Je%lxmad:b a denttax:::eﬁ:niconsciéntious

o~ effort not to beisslecntrolersial mattess—inte the

}J“‘ AR -'f':ﬁ'“" pulpit. We hed: the pleasure of several guest Rabbis

P:i‘;‘,%u and speakers during the year and these too added to
the high level of the pulpit presentations.
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c.-§2§ginl_Sarninaa. We had several special services

during the year which merit particular notice. On
October 3rd, 1947, we introduced a Consecration Service
for the new children coming to the Religious School for
the first time. This was an impressive event and one
which I think we shall repeat annually., On December 12th,
we had an outstanding Chanukah Service in which the
Oratorie "Judas Maccabeus"™ was sung and a narration
wriﬁ%gn,bx.mgggli:ias pff:_ d vbetw b Fors—
e "'“h"' tori iiﬁpst 1 0065g90ple attended
that sex-'wiéu; ‘There was a—i__;-f' '[Ln' Club InterFaith
Service, in lﬁi‘eh various ’ﬁgoﬁneﬂ laymen of the

L,

citw“apeke ﬁn& %hero w334§ ggpneil at Jewish Women'

Sabbath &nruhich thay.explqinad,thpir program of service

to the fonoign borm. . o= }f al
There are ﬁgp réeammendgégggs 18 should like to make

concerning services for tégyﬂbming year.
RECGMEENDATION ¥& That we meve the hour of the

servlca'from 8 o'clnck to 8:15 o'clock, in oxrder
to make 84513r the qﬁastion of finishine dinner
and srriving at tHe service in time. I am told
that services originally were held at 7:45. under
Dr. William S. PFriedman, znd that when they were
moved up to & o'cloek, a marked improvement in
attendance was notleeable. I think it is logical
to assume that more people would come if they did
not feel so rushed at the conclusion of their
dinner hour. Therefoxe it might be egqually logical
to dassume that moving the services to &:15 would

provide, an opportunity for an even greater number
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of congrezgants to attend. I therefore recommend
that this be adopted beginnine with our next

seascen in the fall.

RECOMMENDATION #5. That one of the women of
the Congregation 0p9ﬁ?ﬁhﬁ service each Friday
evening by 1ightingiﬁhé-éahdlas on the pulpit.
appropriate benedicticn.

and pronouncingttha
e Fe

[ 3
pulpit to 3-.:@5% the candles and

o It is yery beautiful, very
Slgnifg, a}m t the w %rforming the act, and

aanerally e&gégzqge te the entire membership.
I therefore recommﬁid that we adopt this custom

3. Sacerdotal 8erviqgg.

This year we have had the usual number of services
1nvolving raligioua ministrations. There have been

' 24 waddinga }gr;unarals, 7 circumecisions; 5 ceremonies
of naming children in the Temple; 8 ‘Bar Mitzvahs; =~

and 5 conversions to Judaism. Most of these re'happy
events and occasions, and I personally am delightaﬂ to
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be of service on these occasions of family importance.

Each of these personal services involves an amount of
attention and time not generally understood by the
members of the Congregation. Each wedding, for example,
involves at least four separate occasions of interview
and conference with the couple to be married and their
family. Similarly, the atgpr ministrations alsoc involve
a great axpanﬁiture of ttuq,:'

4. Pastoral wnlk._il_ « :
Be Thero,_'_ been during tﬁa'ﬁéﬁf year a rather heavy
load of pastoral work uhieﬁ-has.ncme to my attention

in the Temple office, More than ever before, I have
noticed that people are bfinging personal problems
involving dilemma, doubt T :'on or outright
psychological complexes, to.j?*dask. They—catl ®nd

ﬂppeéa%ﬂﬂﬁ%s—ara-ma&o—#o:-thsm Bach person is given
all the time necasaarr for him to divest himself of

whatever is bothering himm' On the basis of my last
.‘t be said
year's experience, that the Rabbi
is coming to be used more and more heavily as an
outlet for domestic problems, internal personal grief,
and other private intimate problems. Never before have
I had such an overwhelming number of all types of
family problems brought to my attention. In many
cases I have had to use the services of psychologists and
psychiatrists in our city, for I reslized that the

particular problem which was brought to me was too

technical for my intervention. May I remark,
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parenthetically, at this point, that I have had to dLﬂ
a great deal of reading in psychiatry and psychology
during this past year in order to familiarize myself
with some of the more common types of problems, I
now know enough to rscognize a state of paranocia or
schizophrenia, %en this occurs I immediately withdraw
from the matter and refer the particular person to

a psychiatrist. Veqj-often the fact that the person
has come to me‘ﬂm his problem, helps him to place
enough confidence “ii'-g‘ my judgment, so that he will be
Willlns to awaﬁwmrerring Mmte a psychistrist,
where previausly+‘ »ganld have=rabellad at the idea
or-aﬂeqyting thht-snrtfor meﬁiqal attanﬁion. My files
in such cases. ara_kagt extremely eonfidential, and not
even the Bnarﬂ or &ruatees or thﬂ Ritual Committee is
informed of the partieulara of Such cases.

b. Hospital Pastbﬁilgﬁg?k. I have attempted to keep

abreast of those mamﬁﬁgs of our dongregation who were
111 and hospitalized. I haye not yet worked out a
satisfactory arrangement with the various hospitals
in the city so that I am informed by them when Jewish
patients are admitted. It is a difficult problem
involving much detailed organization, but I hope to
have it worked out so that I shall be notified when
Jewlish patients are admitted, and will then be able
to visit them as rapidly as possible.

¢, Home Visiting. In regard to this point I must say
—————————————— .
that T am sure that I have not covered all of the

pastoral visits in homes of members of the Congregation
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which I should have made. I am frank to confess that
many occasions which call quite properly for a visit

by the Rabbi were never brought to my attention; and
that others which were brought to my attention I was
simply unable to cover due to the lack of time. This
latter is not an excuse. It is simply a statement of
fact. Our Congregation is so tremendous and there are
so many sctivities pagpplating constantly, that it is
impessible for one Rabbi to cover all-aspacts of his
ninistry. Tt is for fMa reason that I "&Bked the Board

to provide-tho sorvieas of an & _“ 1ant Rabbl and the

Boarﬁ aoquieacadq 4@ you.all,knOK“lm hﬂw have engaged
Rabbi Joel zlan whﬂgﬁ help and gssiatunce in the
congregational program will enable me to devote more
time to pastoral visﬁting at home, There is one
recommendation T woul§ m&ko in this regard.
?aCCKESNBaTIQN 3@. That¥'some technigue be
devised, wﬁetééﬁlfﬁ be a4 committee of the
~1sterhood or tﬂa Brutherhood or a joint
comm_ttee of responsiblg-peOple willing to
undertake this fﬁSk; to keep me informed of
what pastoral visits would be appreclated., If
there could be & constant system in operation
whereby matiers of joy or sorrow in the lives
of members of cur Congregation could be brought
to my attention systematically, I would then
know that we would be having complete coverage
o’ the members of the Congresaticn. 1 therefore

recommend that some sort of operative technigue

he =
be desiened to,kesp me constantly informed, A wenill
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I will then be happy to make =11 calls necessary.

5. Birth of Temple Supper Club.

I am very delighted to bring to your attention the birth
of another organization in the Temple family. This
year, under the auspices of Mr. Henry Frankel &nd
Mr. Sam Rose, a large group of younger married couples
was attracted to join the Temple as members. This
group was then organized by—mgsedf into a discussion
club which met the first Sunday evening of every month,
for supper and a program attamrda. You would be
dalighted to see the enthuaiagm and eagerness with
which this;aupper Club'haﬁ~rha its programs during
the past‘yéar. Thay hagp naachad out into the
community faor speakera to inform them of many current
problems. Thay hawa‘ioi&&d withxzeal and energy to
make their ‘suppers interastinp and attractive. Their
average attendance ma@th after month has been somewhere
in the-viecinity of 75 persons. They have discussed
the internal Temple; ygablems and have been extremely
interested in the running of our synagogue. I feel
quite strongly that from this group will come the
future leadership of Temple Emanuel. I am happy to
be able to report to you that the Board of Trustees
has decided to invite the Supper Club to send one
of its members to sit on the Board as an associate
Trustee without voting privileges. Thereby one of
the younger members of the Congregation can be present
at the Board to present to it at every meeting the
viewpoint of this large and important group in the
Congregation, It is not beyond the realm of possibility
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that after several years, when the Supper Club shall
have established itself permanently as one of the
strong auxiliary organizations of the Temple, that
its member of the Board shall have a vote as well as
a voice. Membership in the Supper Club is open to
all members of the Temple between the ages of 21 and
35, Any members of the Congregation who are not
already members of thp Supper Club, and fall within
those approximate:qgé'limits, are cordially invited
to join the oiﬁh;"

6. Revival of WililamiS(}ﬁrgggggg_clqbiﬁ :

The Wm. S. Friedman Club, which is the young people's

group of our Temple, comprising post-confirmands
between the ages of approximately 16 and 18, had

gone out of'aptiée existence duriﬁg the years that

T was in service. During the season of 1946-47,

there were Some efforts made $o hold afternoon tea
dances for this youmg age group, but apparently they
were not'tremendouslg;guccessful. At the beginning

of this current, season, I was unable to give the
necessary time and attention to reviving the Friedman
Club, due to the fact that a great deal of:fo@rt

was being put into the organization of the Supper Club.
By about January, however, we were able to give
attention to the rebirth of the Friedman Club. I am
now happy to report that we have had a rather successful
series of programs during the past four or five months,
attended by an average group of about 20 young people.
It is my feeling that the Club is now back on a healthy

basis, and that with the inclusion of this year's
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Confirmation Class of 28 young people, we shall start
the season next fall with a devoted and interested
£ aw. 4S AU .

Zroup. feel that this is a very important organi-
zation, since it fills the gap during which the young
people might tend to stray away from affiliation with
the Temple if there were no program provided for them.
Both the Men's Club and the Sisterhood offered sponsors
in the persons of Mrs, David Musman and Mr. Mandell Winter.
These two adult sponsors helyad_with the program and
the refreshments and I would like very much to see
that meth'aa,' continued for next season.

7. Men's Glub sistarhond :E. T. A, _
I must say frankly that very li@tla of my time or

thought was given to.these three organizations, That
does not fndiaate-ag_gllfany lack of interest, but wﬁs
due to the fect that T had to pick and choose between
the things i could dos I had the feeling that these
three well establisié@, well organized affiliates could
really run oh their own momentum with a minimum of
attention from myself. And that proved to be the case,
since all three had highly successful seasons. I would
like very much to give more of myself to the three
groups, and it will perhaps be possible during the

coming Season.

II. Intrafaith Activities.

1. Other Jewish groups.

During the past season I have been asked to appear
before the various Jewish groups of our city. I have

been unable to accept all invitaetions, but have
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adopted a poliecy of appearing at least once, if
possible, before each group. In this connection I
have spoken for the ADL, B'nai B'rith, Hadassah,
Council of Jewish Women
Mizrachi,/and other groups which have invited me.
It is obvious, of course, that our own Temple
organizations have first call on my time and services,
but it is part of my theory of inter-Jewish harmony
inJgg;'community whieh has caused me to accept
invitatiens from Jewish groups outside of the Temple
family . ~1 -:---I,‘w ¥R
2. Cooperation ﬁ&#h~0thet*§§%§iﬂ: i

I have had anextmgfnlg happy year of association
with t&bao%h@f-EaﬁhiﬁJ&nd-dthan;ﬂ?HHSQEﬁBB in Denver.
I have done this deliberately and eonsciously, in an
effort to Improve fa;gﬁionS'hﬁtwaan all groups and
neighborhoods of IGWIéh.péople in the city. This
phase of work is axtrumaly important to me and figures
largely in what T connpive to be the functions of my
ministry. I have unﬁé%i,hard and diligently at it,
end am prepared to report that I think there is a
constantly growing improvement in east side-west side
relations. I see this to be true among the young
people'’s groups, and I am working on adult groups
toward the same objective., ITf I may put into words
what all of us know to be true, there is a certain
amount of intolerance on both sides. I have gone

to meetings in synagogues on the west side and have
heard the remark that "Reform Jews are goyim. They
would rather associate with the Christians than with

us.”" Whepnever I have heard any such remarks I have
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attempted to explain with tact and restraint that
they have no right to impune our loyalty to Judaism.
Usually I can make my point and better realtions ensue.
I have become personally very friendly with Rabbi lader-
man, That fact seems to have impressed some of the
menbers on our sideﬁtown that perhaps orthodox Jews
are not necessarily fanatics or foreigners.
I shall continue to devote myself to this type of
intrafaith harmony.

III. Communi® _Z_,_&eﬁivi’f:’iés.

Y Apnearanoea in.churehsa.
I have been invited o appear 1n the pulpits of many
wsaall
of the ohurehes of %heue ity, and haae &weyg accepted

‘ 51

such invitationse I feel that mueh good can be done

by having ghriatian g;qus see what a Rabbi looks like
physically.and 113%33&30 his expositions of some of
the elements of Ju@aigm. ”Iuﬁant you all to know that
I have never used a'dgristian pulpit as a vehicle to
discuss coﬁtroversidi @ewish subjects. I have always
selected thames of Jewish religious matters or ethical
content of our heritage. I have also appeared before
many Christien youth groups and seminars. I shall
continue to pursue this phase of activity since I

think some slight value may come of it.
2. Civic Duties.

I have been happy to cooperate with other individuals
and‘;gzgtgb-in various civic responsibilities which

I am called upon to fulfill. There was, for example,
the large civic Thanksgiving Service at the Auditorium
last fall. That Civic Service had been running downhill
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uwersd rges,
‘&k&uﬂuuna;ru:;ﬂ Mayor Newton asked if I would not help

revive it. Several ministers worked togzether con-
scientiously and dilligently with the result that we
had the finest Civic Thanksgiving Service which had
been held in Denver for the past five years. 1 have
recently been asked to serve on the Mayor's Committee
for the Freedom Train, which will be in Denver
May 22nd and 23rd, ggmrying the priceless documents
of our herit&gﬁyéﬁﬁﬂmerlcgn freedom. I was happy to
accept that inviﬁﬁﬁiﬁn'and.wus.&élxggtan that the
J Maﬁ grnnps h&d hsaﬁ honored with a representative
on the Committee. Tieie civic duties are time con-
sujing but I roel theyhmust be done.

3. Service Cluba. _;;

The variaus sarvicu éiubﬁ of ‘the city have invited me
upon difrezant oacasiﬂns to apegk before their luncheon

= L
meetings. If was 1mpossiblo ‘to accept all the invitations,

80 there was a procegﬁﬁof selection and rejection. I
used the theme of th!lﬂisplaced Persons when speaking
before most of the city serviee groups. They were
interested in this thane and agaln it was a non-
controversial subject, but one of humanitarian content
wherein I explained what problems we were faced with
and enlisted their sympathy and help. It is worthy

of comment that after my address before the Rotary Club,
several members of that club wrote to the Colorado
Senators in regard to the Stratton Bill., They sent

me coplies of their letters with the remark that they
wished to do everything possible to help. I replied

that I was grateful for this display of understanding
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on the part of Christians. Unfortunately the Stratton
Bill is now dead, but we are continuing to work on
substitute measures. The one most likely to succeed
in passage through theskgggfis the Wiley Bill and I
am currently engaged in explaining the provisions of
that to the various Christian groups before which I

have occasion to appear.

As I have said,ﬁthgﬁgkvarioua community activities
enong nristich ind
I would be hapmr ﬁa{b'q gn:li!eﬁ by your maﬁdate and
wish in thia natter.' If it is your feeling that I
should cut down -om@s-p,meunt-uz time I devote to
these projec%s T SHiIT be happy"to ‘be guided
accorﬂing;y. If the lemhara or thﬁ Gongregation

divia granpa are tims consuming.

would care to expressﬁthemsarvaa one way or another
on this point, T wotrii’i‘éailyiﬁpraciate an indieation
of your ientimen‘tﬁ#.- f&#’it is, I try to devote a
minimum of'time to thgae matters, but even this
minimum is costly. '

IV. National Duties.

1. Chautaugua Society.

I am on the 1list of speakers of the Jewish Chautaugua
Society, which is located at Cincinnati. I have been
forced to refuse ;:gy of their requests to speak at
various colleges around this Rocky Mountain region,
due to the fact that I could not be away from home

so much. But I have accepted several engagements,

including one down at Colorado College at the Springs,
and one this summer at a Methodist Ministers' College
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in Ketchum, Idaho. Appearances for the Chautaugua
Society involve lecturing on Judaism before Christian
student groups at colleges and universities. T have
also done some of this work at Denver University, not
necessarily under the auspices of Chautauqua, but as
a result of purely local invitations.

2. United Jewish Appeal.

As you all know, I_have been extremely concerned with
the various oamyﬁigns-whieh-contributa funds to the
United Fewish Appeal for oversess relief and recon-
struction. Dnring gﬁis‘pant ‘season I served as co-
chairm&n of our cun 10&&1 eampaign and am very proud

of tha-reaglte of-@@g‘g@:k‘gg our own people here.

i have‘begn epnshantlyjcalled;upg# by Mr. Morgenthau
and others. in the New York office to travel to various
cities to help in thégr campaigns. I have.refused

five requests for ef&é one which I have accept, on

the average. Duringlfﬁesa most recent days, for
example, Ihhava req;ﬁi@@ callsfito go to Omaha, Des Voines,
South Bend, Indiana; and Salt Lake City. I refused the
the first three and accepted only the latter, begging
off with the excuse that I simply did not have the time,
This interest in the United Jewish Appeal comes, as you
are well aware, from my deep concern on the basis of
personal experience with the surviving Jews overseas.

I have tried to walk a tight-rope between my duties
here in the Temple and whaheksEscl.li-hiépkamser respon-
sibilities on & national level., If I have erred,

it is a sin of overzealousness and I beg you to

understand it. I feel that every dollar in every
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city 1s so terribly urgent, that if I can possibly
help to show people why they should contribute,
s I nmust do so. Please believe me when I say
that I have tried constantly to be away from home
g8 little as possible. MNost communities have their
campaigns in the spring, right during the month of
April and May. I shall continue to resist as much
as T can, and shall aecept invitations to go only
when I can ?e gwafffrbm ﬁanxer a minimum number of
hﬂurao e . .‘“‘. o -‘.

3. CCAR Commibhee On Ceremont
As you know‘I h&vc bqqp.apyointid -to, the Committee on
Cernmnnies of the ﬁ&fﬂ and the UAHC. This is considered
to be one of the‘most 1mportant committees in the

Conference, since it .&s much to do with the shaping

of the future of Ba}o?m Judaism, in America, in terms
of cermonies and conﬁpnt. I was honored to receive

the appointment to tﬁgs committee and have attended

two of iténmgetinga!ﬁﬁﬁing the past year, one in
Cincinnati and one in Neﬁ York. The Committee consists
of some of the fiﬁqst:ﬁhbbia of America, and I was
further honored when they accepted our Children's
Consecration Service}which I referred to above as
having taken place last fall for the new children in
the Religious School., This service will probably be
published shortly as a pattern for all of the Reform
Congregations of America to follow. I have attempted
to give as little time as possible to the work of this
Committee, and aside from the two trips out of fthe city

to attend its meetings, it has not interfered with our
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normal routine., I shall serve on this Committee for
an additional period of, I think, three years. I shall
attempt all during that time to see that the work of
the Committee interferes as little as possible with

local obligations *FFrikdrkksrsk

This is my total report for the summation of the activities
of the past season. There is but one more thing I should like to

say. Our Temple has grown cogsﬁantly in membership. We have become

larger, inoome=has becoms i
has grown more comprehensive, I truly feel that we can become

one of the most importent Temples of America. T truly fesl shose
that those of nsg*qhavare-aarﬁiqg the Tﬁ@plﬁfard'hera to serve the

, and our program and activity

members in all whys'passible; |

To grow as an-Institution-and to benefit from the Temple in
personal terms, just ona_thigggnore is-ﬁeaﬁssary in addition to
what we already havé. Thaz.gxffa inpredient is harmony and peace
and mutual respect.among ourselves.. Issues and principles may
divide us into sepavate ideoloéiéal camps,  That has always been
the case in Jewish life, No.ﬁﬁiﬁhﬂﬂ ever attempted to force
unanimity of opinion. But diyision on the basis of issues and
principles need not mean and sgggld not mean separation between
members of the Congregation who hold different points of view.
This is one family., We should act in our religious and in our
social and in our personal and in our business lives as one family.
We pray for peace. Let us pray also for peace among ourselves,
Let there be no further reasons for suspicion and doubt and mistrust.
I meke this plea out of all of the sincerity of my heart. I shall
not give up my ideas. I do not expect any one of you to give up
his ideas. I ask merely that harmony, conciliation yes and even

1ov?, prevall among us. This is a House of God., This is a House
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3 Oct.

10 Oct.

17 Oct.

24 Oct.
31 Oct.
7 Nov.
14 Nov.
21 Nov.

5 Dec.

12 Dec.
19 Dec.
26 Dec.

2 Jan.

9 Jan.
16 Jan.
23 Jan.

30 Jan.
6 Feb,
13 Feb.
20 Feb.
27 Feb.
5 Mar.
12 Mar

19 Mar.
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1947-48
SERMON SUBJECTS
SUCCOTH SERMON (on details of festival) !
CONSECRATION SERVICE (new children)
"HHO WROTE GENESIS?"

RALPH MARCUS -- "JEWISH NATICNALISM and
» UNIVERSALISM."

LOUIS SIIMAN --"ARE WE SOLVING AMERICA'S HATE PROBLEMS?™

PROF.

r_'_ 1 _- C - LAUS,
& “ﬁ ¢

2 =R~
Aﬁmrsan JATORTO m,@nmnon

nJUDAS

"NEEDS O WORLD : ng.19ha§f (Report on UJA Conference)
L 3 JE:&—F" 1' ’

"JESUS - ci@ms; or TRACHER®™

”INVENT&RY TIME" T ock-taking at beginning of year)
AN CF ETERNITY" éﬁﬁ?ses) ;_'*.
"DISRAELI and ENGLISH JE’HRY"

"IS THERE A CHANGE IE-*TIE ATTITUDE OF REFORM JUDAISM
TOWARD CEREMONIES?"

"WAY OF CONFUCIUS"
"WAY OF THE BUDDHA"
"SHINTO - JAPANESE WAY"

=

(100th anniversary)

MEN'S CLUB INTERFAITH SERVICE (Brotherhood Wesk)
"THE HINDU WAY"
"WAY OF ISLAM"™

RABBI MORRIS IAZARC‘N = AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM
"PALESTINE AND THE J EW"
"PURIN - WHO ARE THE MODERN HEHENS?" (Record of Arab
leaders)
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Israel to Compensate Christians For War’s Damage to Churches

Joint Commission Assessing Cost; Sects Agree
Full Religious Liberty Is Prevailing

By Kenneth Bilby Christians own large sections of
Copyright. 1940, New York Herald Tribune Ine._Jerusalem, Halfa and Jaffa; Rus-
TEL AVIV., sian Orthodox Church holdings
Of all the issues confronting alone, in Jerusalem, are worth
Israel today none is more delicate more than $60,000,000. There are
than that concerning the status of between thirty-five and forty
Christianity in the new nation, thousand Arab Christians in Israel
The subject of much murky dis- &nd from 700 to 1,000 priests, nuns
cussion, both here and abroad, it &nd religious workers.
has struined relations between two On the question ot damage to
faiths which have a vital stake in church property in Israel since
the Holy Land, May, 1948, chrisu;ns md n&w
With co-operation from the Pressing for reparations and the
Catholic Church and the Israel :‘[‘sneli government hl'a's promised
Ministry of Religious Affairs, . Special consideration" when the
this correspondent has examined Fatliament brings up & bill for the
settlement of all war damages.
Christian holy places and church Hoth sides eo. Wndtll bly
properties throughout Israel, The, th r? h nr?gls E:l mw“ thl’:
Catholic hierarchy and the Israel UhAv muc g
Ministyy result of vandalism and looting by
» pon request, compiled frresponsible elements and eannot
their own statistics on the extent b lpond a:bagu d.ama & | Ataha
of damage on Christian church g p e

bishop Hakim also conceded thab
buildings occupied by the military
and on the condition of holy 90 per cent of the desecration and

destruction of Christian churches
places. ocourred in the first two months of
Israel’s ranking Catholic—Arch- battle, when the Israeli Army had
bishop George Hakim, Bishop of mnot developed normal officer dis-
Acre, Haifa, Nazareth and all of eipline.
Galilee for the Greek Catholic  Approximately forty-five Chris-
Church—and a high Israell gov- tian convents, churches, schools
ernment official, met at the Min- and monasteries were occupied by
istry of Religion headquarters and the Israeli Army during the war.
for two hours answered questions The majority have been returned,
put by this reporter. but eight church properties in
(The Greek Catholic Church, Jerusalem, seven in Haifa and a
under the direct spiritual and few in Nazareth, Galilee and the
administrative control of the Vati- south are retained oy the militia.
can, has certain Oriental rites The government Mas guaranteed
which differentiate it from the to return them when the military
latin (Roman) Catholic, The Situation permits.
Church is called Latin rather than Joint Effort Begun
Roman in Israel to differentiate I6  mhe joint Catholic-Esraell Com-
zltuallyl from the Greek Catholic. mission has begun inspection of
There is no connection between gamages to the Church of the
Orthodox Churches.) is the first joint effort to reach
Dozen Sects Funetion agreement on reparations and it
More than a dozen sects func- 38 no exaggeration to say that
tion within Israel, The largest future relations between the
are the OGreek Catholics, with Catholic Church and Israel will
15,000 members, the Greek Ortho- rest on the outcome., It would be
dox, with 15,000, and the Latin & mistake to Iimply that the
Catholics, with 8,000 to 10,000. Catholics are now satisfled with
They have over 200 church vuild- conditions. Their estimate of
ings and own about 50,000 dunams damages is steadily Increasing as
of land. (The dunam is .22 of an churches are released from army
acre.) Thelr total investment is control, The figure is now close
nearly $250,000.000. to two milllon dollars,
Meanwhile the Russian Ortho-

dox Church is becoming increas-
ingly important in church strug-
gle for religious control of Jerus-
alem. Its head, the Archimandrite
Leonid, works hand in glove with
the Soviet Ministry here. It is re-
ported that Russia i8 now pressur-
ing Israel to grant it title to White
Russian property in Jerusalem
and other church properties long
owned by the Russian Orthodox
hierarchy.

In exchange for support on
these requests, the Soviets are re-
yortedly ready to approve the Is-
raeli wish for partition of Jerus-
alem instead of internationaliza-
tion. The struggle for Christian
dominance in Jerusalem is thus
liable to produce a conflict be-
tween the Russian Orthodox and
the Catholics—the two largest
property holders.

Offers Return of Church

Israel has offered to return the
famed Church of the Dormition.
But at Haifa, Monsignor Antonio
Vergani, Viear General of the
Latin Patriarch in Galilee and the
representative of the Apostolic
Delegate for all Israel, has said
that the Catholics would not ac-
cept the return before the joint
commission has finally assessed
damages, He asserted—angd Israeli
officials agreed—that the church
had been stripped of its crucifixes,
bronze candelabra, statuaries,
priests’ vestments, stock of holy
dressings and part of its librasy of
ancient church manuscripts. All
movable fixtures had disappeared.

Three other prominent Jerusalem
churches which have been dam-
aged include the Hospice Notre
Dame, the Franciscan Chapel of
the Cenacle and Saint,. James
Chapel, In lower Baqa. Similar
conditions prevail in the Church
of Saint Jacques of Malul in
Galilee, in the Greek Catholic
Church of Saint Peter in Tiberias,
and in a few other churches in
Haifa and Galilee,

Of fifty-five Greek Catholic
churches in Israell jurisdiction,
Archbishop Hakim says flve have
suffered from "vandalism.” Serv-
ices are being held now in all but

nineteen of these churches, Those

closed no longer have congrega-:

tions (they left In the Arab ex-
odus) or are in vacated and we-
strictr areas. A few have been
occupied by homeless Jewish im-
migrants in Haifa and the Israelis
are now trying to find homes for
them elsewhere.

Before detalling their difficulties.
Archbishop Hakim, Monsignor
Ve _ani and Monsignor Basil Sam-
man, Vicar of Nazareth and the
C-alile district, stressed one point:
the friendly attitude of the Israeli
government toward Christians
here and the effectiveness of the
ljaison which has been established
between the two groups.

Israelis Admit Damage

Responsible Israeli officials
frankly admit that desecration
and theft of Christian property
has occurred. A high government
official gave this explanation:
“There were some much-regretted
incidents In the first two months
of the war, These occurred before
our army had been properly or-
ganized and when we were totally
oceupied with fighting for our life,
It shoved guns into immigrant
hands and sent them to the front.

“Until we were able to establish
normal control of officers over
men, all abandoned property suf-
fered. Looting was not confined
to churches, Scores of vacant
Jewish homes in the Talpiot and
Sanhedria quarters of Jerusalem
were broken into and stripped of
all their belongings. (A mass of
claims for war reparations has
been submitted to the government
by Jewish residents of Jerusalem.)

“At that time, army authorities
were too occupied to investigate
many offenses and punish offend-
ers. Since this first undisciplined
period the army has taken drastic
steps to enforce the security of

church property. The chief of
staft has warned all commanders
that he holds them personally re-
sponsible for protecting churches.
In Jaffa, a soldier has been court-
martialed and sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment for stealing
church properly.”

Testimonials Received

In support of their contention
that Israel respects Christian
property, religious officials have
impressive flles of Catholic and
Profestant testimonials, There is a
copy of a letter from Monsignor
Thomas J, McMahon, national sec-
retary of the Catholic Near East
Welfare Association to the United
Nations' Secretary General, Trygve
Lie, which testifies to “the genuine
desire of the government of Israe!
to repair damage done and to
maintain proper relations with re-
ligious institutions within its
boundaries.

Statemen‘s are on file at the
ministry from Greek Orthodox,
Maronite and Anglican officials at-
testing to the efforts of Israel to
meaintain cordial relations with
Christians, Letters have been re-
ceived from nuns of the communi-
ties of Saint Claire of Jerusalem
and Saint Claire of Nazareth ex-
pressing gratitude for the friendli-
ness of the government toward
them,

Similarly, Christians agree with
one fundamental Israell conten-
tion:

Full religious liberty is enjoyed
by Christian sects in Israel
Churches, religious schools and ec~
clesiastical courts operate unmo-
lested. Priests are permitted to
move freely, except in and out of
restricted . military zones where
they require the same permiis as
secular personnel.

No priest has been killed or
wounded inside Israel territory. In
one or two rare instances, accord-
ing to church reports, priests have
been detained. In one case, several
nuns were reportedly threatened
by guns for brief periods, by unau-
thorized military personnel, Yet
religious l1éaders were accorded the
unusual privilege of passing back
and forth across battle line in Je-

rusalem, o
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