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“Fear Not Ye O Israel” (Spicker). . .
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RABBI STEPHEN S. WISE
Free Synagogue, New York City
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p. 202)
CONGREGATION AND CHOIR

RaBBl MANUEL LADERMAN
Hebrew Educational Alliance

by the Sisterhood of Temple Emanuel will follow in the Vestry Rooms



INSTALLATION PONSE
October 24, 1943

When I left How York seversl months sago to come to Denver
I sat in the office of the President of the Jewish Institute of
Religion, the school where I hed studied for the rabbinste. It is
a8 fine old office,with many books lining the wells and much besutiful
0ld furniture, Sitting in the high-backed chair, with the sun
pouring through the windows behind him, was the President of the
Institute-;and he spoke to me, his departing student, with words of
wisdom. His sge and his experience, his love for the people Israsel
and his long years of serving this people--all these ylelded welgnt
and mellowness to his words.

He spoke of service to one's people, of remsining true to
one's ideels, and of tone difficulties which inevitably srise in a
rabbinicel career. 2nd when he finished spesking, he took me
through the door and ssid farewell in the mnclent words of the
Bible-~the words used in the twelfth chapter of Genesis when
Abraham was instructed to leave his homeland apd his birthplsce
and go forth in search of s new home. Dr, Wise was senuing me
forth, "lech, Lecha,” he seld., ™"Go forth," go forth to your
work snd your life in s spirit of high ideslism, Go forth snd
serve your people,” "Lech, Lecha"” were the lsst words he spoke to
ne.,

And I went forth from thet room to come to this community, to
sit in this congregetion, cslled Emsnuel, Just as he sent me forth
with those very old words, so was I received here with two very
old words., "Boruch ha-bo.,"--"Blessed be he who comes." Those old
words are pert of the ancient wedding ceremony, and are used to
greet the bride and groom as they approsch the altar to be wed,
This formuls sounds a cheerful note of welcome and greeting, it is
8 keynote signeling Jjoy which is to come.
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In the spirit of these words was I greeted and welcomed to
Denver. Kindly snd generous, friendly and indulgent has been the
mood of the people in this community. Eager to be helpful, warmly
'sympathetic sand understending, they heve sccorded me honor beyond
' my due, in the bestuiful words "boruch ha-bo."

And thus, as I responded to Dr, Wise, when he bade me go
forth, "Todah Rabsh,"” "Thenks be to you, O tescher"--so I respond
to you, the congregation of Emanuel and the community of Denver,
who have greeted me with words of blessing,--"Todah Rsbah,” "Thanks
be to you, deepest thenks." Blessed was I by my tescher in my
going forth=-blessed was I by this congregstion in my coming in,

Zvery man in a position of spiritusl lesdershlip is charged with
meny responsibilities, The fulfilloent of these responsibilities
depencs in large measure on s man's belief in the work he 1is ding.
There is 8 very moving preyer written by Msimonides, called
"Ani Matamin,” "I believe® in which this great philosopher listed
the principles in whiéh he belleved., There asre thirteen principles
of belief, esch beginning with the avowal "I believe with perfect
faith,” May I persphrase this pmayer and express certain of my
beliefs in an endesvor to outline u path of duties which will help
me to fulfill the responsibilities of this office. |

I bzlieve that a rebbi must dedicate himself to e life of

service--service to his people as individusls and as & group. A
rabbi is indeed fortunate to be in the position where he can help
individuels in time of trouble, where he e¢2n try to give comfort
and solace, This privilege is not offered to meny men. It is -
his right snd at the seme time his duty to offer his services to

eny individusl who needs them,
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g In addition to serving individusls, the rabbli must also be of

service to the Jewish group as s whole, He can lead them and guide
them in their reliclous lives, in prayer--he csn also instruet them
and interpret for them in thelr natiomel lives., He can be of service
fo them by providing s link between his congregetion snd other.
illﬂ" so that Jewish cu:rent events willnot pess his people by,
and Jewish movements will not overlook them. He can also forge the
chain between his congregation snd the community et large, so that
his people can contribute to the stremgth of the general populace
--and these latter can come to underm_mg_m. Thus, as
expositor of smeient traditlons snd mm. he can be of
inveluable aid, lll,tglg if he _'E' ‘;ﬂ?lgﬁit'to e life of
service in the inteﬂati of his paeplmr )

Second: I believe that a rnbl'g'lﬁ devote himself to = life
of ideslism and sltriism=-that mere mi,pe is not enmough, Far
service micht be construed as an nlﬁriar'_:’"tqﬁniqne whose resl
purpose it is to gsin meterisl ﬁnﬁsg’.ii agpitiou to service, there
must be devotion snd love, wmhich wilé!pﬁiﬂ‘him to his people with
unbreskable bounds. ks

Emerson once seid "Vhen I hHave attempte. to join myself to

- others by services, it provided an ?.:it_all'aetml trick-=no more.
They est your service like spples, ilnd .have you out, But love
them, and they feel you end delight in you sll the time.” Yes,
love snd devotlon between rabbl and congregation mske for s living
relationship, instesd of & mechanlcal one.

In order for the rabbi to gein the love of his people, he must
deserve it., This he een do by living end thinking and seting with
nobility =nd spirituslity, And of course, the converse also spplies.
in order for the congregetion to galn the love and respect of the
rabbi, it must live up to certsin standards of Jewish loyelty end
ethical conduct., In this menner, the second article of faith can
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~ " 'be fulfilled, The rabbi cen practice his ideslism snd be loved for

itewand the congregation ean be of such dignity snd decency that it
will not destroy his ideslism,

Third: I believe that the Habbl must contlipue leading s life
of study, even sfter he has left the scademic environment. This
qg_ do in order that he may be able to be an educator. One of the

etions of the rabbi has slways been thet of teecher, but no man
n tesch who does not himself study., Th:re was & professor of
ine who once ssid thst it wes sad to see how quickly tue well of
elture runs dry in mm nbbh@!'ﬁ'.tur do nothing to
raplenish it, ‘-'* 1 "
Onoooutl’at‘ﬁpmm-,

N

them so they cennot h@ more,. Oﬁ'ﬂm h vast, our
cultursl resources an Lﬁmﬂess. To Mt this snclent tradi-
tion snd to bring sn ﬁbﬂtanuu d 1t\!{i\o iﬂ' people is one of
the functions of the ru&pz. A msn .-nat @Fesch <nd tesch snd
spesk upon 1nnnmerabh occasions, Iu‘lﬁ takina some time out to
imbibe fresh mteriuh, to drink deeply at tha well-springs of
knowledge. If he raus to_study, tho mu:& quickly becomes shallowe=
and at thet point he is mo longar of an: ‘vslue as s tescher,

These sre my three articles of faithe-they are the guiding
stars on the long road through life which will keep the path ever
eclesr,

I believe that a rabii must dedicate himself to s life of
service,

I believe that & rabli must dedicate himsslf to = life of
ideelism and love, in addition to service.



I believe that & rabbi must dedicats himself to & life of
study, so that he can always be a teacher to his people.
If he succeed in living up to the

mu-. s man will resp
the rich harvest of setisfsction which comes with the fulfillment
of responsibilities. The office of rsbbl is sncient snd honorsble
i-i‘-lts stendards ere hich——perfecticn is well-nigh impossible.

;’ Mey I work with sll strength and igor to ectuslize in
practice these three gosls. Should suceess erown my efforts then
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