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COMMITTEE OF CONTRIBUTORS AND WORKERS

6 East 34th Street, New York City

Abraham Feinberg Joseph Shulman
Chairman Secretary

October 29, 1948

Dear Friend:

The basis for the creation of the Committee of Contributors
and Workers 1g: the Jews of America who raise the funds and give the
funds have a right to a voice in the administration of the funds.

The Committee was formally established at the Hotel Henry,
Pittsburgh, Pa., on Friday, October 22, 1948, when some eighty men
from thirty-five communities in the United States came together to
discuss the issues and adopt a program of action.

We invite you formally to assoclate yourself with this
Committee, and by your participation in ite work to help achieve its
obJectives.

At this time, we are urging that the United Palestine
Appeal be reconstituted (a) so that the Jewish communities of America,
through which the funds are raised, shall share adequately in the gov-
erning bodies of the UPA; and (b) that these governing bodies have
complete power over disbursement of UPA funds in the United States.
We are convinced that acceptance of this proposal will lmmeasurably
strengthen fund-raising for Israel in the United States. The conmunhi-
ties and the contributors and workers have a right to such participation.
To fail to grant it is to weaken the bonds between America and Israel.

After reading the summary within, you will appreciate that we
are engaged in a great effort to reassure the contributors and workers
of the United Jewish Appeal that more than ever thelr devotion and their
resources are warranted for the era of large immigration and rebuilding
upon which Israel has launched.

I shall look forward to word from you that we may count upon
your Joining our Commlittes.

Sincerely yours,

(st S hoia

Joseph Shulman
JS:N
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A COMMITTEE IS ESTABLISHED

On October 22, 1948 a group of some eighty men from thirty-five communities
met at the Hotel Henry in Pittsburgh to consider the rights of contributors to share
in the administration of the United Palestine Appeal which 1s, today, the principal
beneficiary of the United Jewlsh Appeal.

Leading workers for the United Jewish Appeal, nationally and locally, were
present. These men, in thelr own communities, by their services as campalgn chair-
men or officers, as leading workers and contributors, had supplied the spark which
resulted in the greatest campalgns in the history of philanthropy. Men like
Julian Venezky, Peoria, National Chairman for Regions of the United Jewish Appeal,
Rudolf Sonneborn, New York, National Chalrman for Trades and Industries of the United
Jewish Appeal) Harold J. Goldenberg, Minneapolis, Associate National Chairman, with
Hon. Henry Morgenthau, Jr., of the Committee of UJA Campaign Techniques; Samuel
Rothberg, Peoria, National Vice Chairman for Trades and Industries; Joseph Shulman,
Paterson, National Chairman of the Textile Division of the UJA] Fred Monosson, Boston,
National Chairman of Rainwear Industry for UJA; Leon Mohill, Pittsfield, National Vice-
Chairman for the Newspaper and Publishers Division; Joseph Chermer, Washington,
National Vice-Chairman of the Automobile Division; E. N. Grueskin, Sioux City,
Associate National Chalrman for Reglons; Samuel Daroff, National Vice-Chairman of the
Clothing Division.

Many other distinguished American Jewish leaders have associated themselves with
this committee, now known as the COMMITTEE OF CONTRIBUTORS AND WORKFRS. They
are serving in their capacities as individuals and not in relation to the positions
they hold in their local communities. The Committee includes such men as Milton Kahn
and Herman Gilman of Boston, Michael A. Stavitsky, Herbert Abeles, Joel Gross, George
Sagan, Ivan Levenson, Samuel Klein of Newark; Eugene M. Solow of Dallas; Nathan
Shainberg of Memphis; Israel Rogosin, Nathan Scheinman, David Kluger, Nahum Bernstein
of New York; J. BenJamin Katzner, Elkan Meyers and M, I. Speert of Baltimore; Morris
W. Berinstein and Alex Holstein of Syracuse; Harold A. Goldman of Des Moines; David
Uchill and Rabbi Herbert Friedman of Denver; Morris Cafritz, Edmund I. Kaufmann,
Isadore Breslau of Washington; BenjJamin R. Harris of Chicago; Manuel Eskind of
Nashville; Louis Berry, Max Osnos and Joseph Holtzman of Detrolt; I. E. Goldstein and
William S. Cohen of St. Louls; Maurice S. Tabor of Buffalo; Sol Luckman of Cincinnati;
Rabbl Barnett R. Brickner and Eugene Klein of Cleveland; Moritz Gottlieb of Allentown;
Alex Lowenthal of Pittsburgh;and Harry Levine of Leominster,

At the October 22 meeting, Abraham Feinberg of New York, Associate Chairman of
the New York United Jewish Appeal, and President of Americans for Haganah, was named
Chairman; and Joseph Shulman of Paterson, Secretary. Other officers will be selected
at subsequent meetings of the Committee.

WHY THE COMMITTEE WAS' ESTABLISHED

The purposes of the Committee were first explored at a meeting held in New York
City on September 26. It had become clear that changes in the fund-raising structure
in America were necessitated by events that had taken place in Israel. In the first
place, the State of Israel had been proclaimed on May 15. In the second place, in
order to make a sharp distinction between philanthropy and government, the Jewish
Agency for Palestine had, in July, adopted a resolution barring it from turning any
of its receipte over to the State of Israel and barring the use of any of its money
for political and military activities. In the third place, the Zlonist Actions
Committee, meeting in August in Israel, had brought about substantial changes in the
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personnel of the Jewlsh Agency Executive which is ultimately responsible for the
expenditure of funds raised in the United States. With the exception of Eliezer
Kaplan, Minister of Finance in the State of Ierael, none of the other powerful
flgures known to the American Jewlsh community who are now the principal officers
of the Government of Israel, remained on the Jewlsh Agency Executive. Mr. Kaplan,
who had been Treasurer of the Executive for fifteen years, remains on that body
but without any special portfolio.

The men who met in New York on September 26 felt that substantial changes were
required on the American scene. They understood that more, and not less, money
would be needed in 1949 for the immigration and settlement program in Israel. They
recognized that in order to achieve that obJective, there had to be the utmost re-
assurance that funds were being wisely administered by fully representative groups.
Questions were railsed as to whether 1t was desirable at this time to consider at
all constitutional questions of responsibility, inaemuch as public debate might lead
to acrimony and the loss of much needed funde. There were others who sald that the
beet Interests of Ierael itself required that all contributors and communities be
agsured that there was full community reeponsibllity for the funds, rather than through
only one segment of the conmunity. It was, therefore, essential in the interests of
better and greater fund-raising to clear the alr and meet the lasue frankly.

Note wae taken of the fact that the United Palestine Appeal, as at present con-
stituted,ls established on an annual basis by the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth
in the United States. Of the 125 directors of the Keren Hayesod, 69 are named by the
Zioniet Organization of America, and most of the others by the three other Zionist
bodies. Of the directors of the Keren Kayemeth, an effective majority of 4O% is
selected by the Zionist Organization of America,

The meeting on September 26 felt that good organization alone, as well as the
inherent righte of workers and contributors for the campaign, required that the
Jewlsh communities, now having no representation whatsoever in these organizationms,
should be brought into them on an adequate, effective basis.

A letter was then addressed by 22 men to the Jewlsh Agency Executive. It read
as followa:

"We, the undersigned, contributors to and workers for the United Jewish Appeal,
belleve recrganization in the fund-raising for Palestine in the United States is
indispensable.

"We are mindful of the fact that the Extended Jewish Agency and its fiscal
instrument, the Palestine Foundation Fund, were designed to give representation to
the total Jewish community in their administration. Today, the Zioniet Organization
of America alone exercises complete control, in effect,  of the basic Institutions
for Palestine fund-raising in this country. We do not belleve that this is in accord
with the fundamental charters or calculated to evoke the most generous response from
the Americen Jewish community.

"We recognize that the need for funds to speed immigration and settlement in
Terael is urgent. We believe also that every step must be taken to reassure the
Jewleh community in the United States that the soundest procedures in fund-ralsing
are being followed; and that the wiseat precautions have been taken to see to it
that all funds intended for Palestine are so dlsposed.

"In recent years, the United Jewish Appeal has been the channel through which
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funds for Palestine have been raised. Not any one segment of the cammunity, but the
total community has responded. If the funds for Palestine are to be raised on an
adequate level, then the total community must have a significant part in responsibili-
ty for the administration of these funde. This 18 the essence of the democratic Jewlsh
spirit, It is best calculated to advance the interest of fund-raising for Ierael.

"Therefore, we urgently ask the officers of the Jewish Agency to take steps at
once to reorganize the United Palestine Appeal so that it may be fully representative
of American Jewry's deep interest in Israel; and that 1t may provide fullest guarantees
that the large sums that will be needed for Israel are being most wisely administered.

"A subcommittee of the undersigned has been formed to confer with you promptly so
that action may be taken in time to safeguard a successful United Jewieh Appeal cam-
paign in 1949,

"Our interest in Israel cannot be sheken. But we must emphasize that the channels
we shall use for the manifestation of that interest will be determined by the under-
ptanding of our position that you will show.

"We would respectfully ask that you arrange a date for a meeting within a week.
Bincerely yours,
Joseph Shi ¥

The other eignatories were Milton Kahn, Boston; Leon Mohill, Pittefield;
E, M, Solow, Dallas; Nahum Bernatein, New York; Nathan Shainberg, Memphis; M. I. Speert,
Baltimore; Morris W, Berinstein, Syracuse; Fred Monosson, Boston; Abraham Feinberg,
Mt. Vernon; Harold J. Goldenberg, Minneapolis; Harold A. Goldman, Des Moines; Michael A.
Staviteky, Newark; Joseph Cherner, Washington; Nathan Sheinman, New York; Sol M. Reilter,
Newburgh; E. N, Grueskin, Sioux City; Rudolf G. Sonneborn, New York; Samuel Rothberg,
Peoria; J. Benjamin Katzner, Baltimore; Julian H. Venezky, Peoria and Herman Gilman,
Boston.

A HISTORY OF MEETINGS

On September 29, the Jewish Agency, American Section, replied that "the problem
you raige is .. the concern of the United Palestine Appeal (and) that the UPA is an
autonomous body and that the Jewish Agency for Palestine in mo way determines ite
structure or form of organization."

Taking this suggestion, the group endeavored to arrange a meeting with repre-
sentatives of the UPA. The first such meeting was held on October 5, with Rabbi
Israel Goldsteln, Chairman of the UPA, Judge Morris Rothenberg, President of the
Jewish National Fund, and Jacob Sincoff, Associate Treasurer of the UPA, represent-
ing the UPA,

At this first meeting, the viewpoint of the group was expressed by Mr. Shulman
when he paild that a very large number of contributors in the United States and those
who do a great deal of the work in campaigning feel they have no voice whatesoever as
to what becomes of those funds. They want to correct that., They do not lock back-
ward in comment upon anything that has been done. They only look forward. They
want to be able to go on’ campalgning and be able to say consclentiocusly to the con-
tributing public: we are fully aware of how disbursements are made; the work de
carried on with maximum efficiency; we can testify to that of personal, first-hand
knmowledge.
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Harry Levine of Leominster, Mass.,another representative of the Committee,
observed that a psychological change hus occurred in American Jewry. Only in the
last three years hae American Jewry learned how to give big money. Now the givers
have matured. They are beginning to ask questions. Nobody doubts that a good Job
has been done and that the money has been spent well. From this point on, more
and more money will be required for Israell development, Men who are glving the
kind of money being contributed now want to know more. It was his assumption that
the UPA would welcome that interest. He urged the UPA to give an answer in reason-
able time and not prolong discussion endlessly.

Abraham Feinberg pointed out that the United Palestine Appeal 1s the only
segment of the United Jewish Appeal which has any political affiliation. In view
of the changes in the political sphere in the last few months, it is important to
review the situation anew., Regardless of the purity of the motives of the people
now responsible for the funds, if they have a political orientation they should
be the first to invite the cooperation of non-political and apolitical forces.
Those now responsible for the funds belong to a political sphere. But the money
is raised by all the people. He estimated that there are :1,300,000 contributors
to the United Jewish Appeal. There may be at the most some 400-500,000 enrolled
Zionists. Obviously, he said, there are more non-enrolled people than enrolled
Zionists. These people, too, have a right to a volce. Since they constitute, in
fact, a majority of the givers they have the right to demand a voice.

At a meeting of the UPA Executive Committee on October Tth, it was stated
that the UPA had no powers to determine the setructure of the UPA, but that this
wag the responsibility of the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth. Later, meetingse
were held with representatives of these two organizations.

The demand of the Committee was substantially along these lines:

(1) The United Palestine Appeal, which is now et up by virtue of an annual
agreement between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, should be reconstituted
as a permanent body, with the Jewish communities of the United States naming at
least fifty percent of the Board and all governing bodies.

(2) The United Palestine Appeal, which now has no powers whatscever, should
have power given to it so that it would have control over the disbursement in the
United States of funds obtained by the UPA; with the Jewish Agency for Palestine
in Ierael determining expenditures in Israel.

THE OCTOBER 22nd PITTSBURGH MEETING

Prolonged conversations with UPA and with assoclated bodies having proved
fruitless, it was decided to convene a meeting at Pittsburgh on October 22nd.
Unanimously, the men gathered at Pittsburgh felt that the existing situation was
not tolerable and required improvement. A discussion that lasted for many hours
went into all aspects of the situation. The following resolution resulted.

(1) A Coomittee of Contributors and Workers shall be established; (2)
Officers of the Committee shall be named; (3) every effort must be made to mobilize
pressure upon the United Palestine Appeal so that it shall be reconstituted with
adequate representation named by the Jewish communities themselves and with full
powers over expenditures in the United States; (4) the Cormittee shall be empower-
ed to communicate with all communities and individuals to obtain support for the
Committee deliberations and actions; (5) authorize the Committee to publicize its
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activities as required; (6) only in the event of failure to bring about a satisfactory
reconstitution of the UPA, the desirabllity of setting up a new Israell fund shall be
explored, after consultation with all interested parties, and only after convoking a
meeting of the Jewish communities to advise upon this step; and (7) the Committee
shall advise the JDC and USNA of ite actions.

This resolution was adopted unanimously, except that four votes were recorded
in opposition to point six.

WHAT DOES THE COMMITTEE WANT?

The Committee of Contributors and Workers wants a partnership between the
agencles which spend the funds and the communities which raise them. Both Jewish
and American principles Justify "representation with taxation," It is the view of
the Committee that any refusal to accord at least fifty percent representation on
the UPA governing bodies can only lead to misconstruction, on the one hand; and
weaken the interests of American Jewish communities in the Israel development
program, on the other.

WHO MAY JOIN THE COMMITTEE?

Seeking endorsement of its position, the Committee of Contributors and
Workers welcomes the support of any Jew or Jewess in the United States who takes
part in local fund-raising efforts from which the United Jewish Appeal benefits,
The Committee will appreciate the written expression of support of its proposals
so that in its further negotiations i1t may be strengthened by the kmowledge that
it truly represents ‘the thinking of.the great majority of contributors and workers
of the United Jewish Appeal.

000
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. What It Used To Be -- And What Is Intended Under the New Agreement

(The following parallel columns oarry, first, the exaet language of the major
provisions of the agreement reached between the Committee of s;ntributorl

the United Palestine Appeal affeoting the reoconstitution of the UPA; and,
seoondly, a desoription of the situation that used to prevail in that partiocular
area in previous years.)

HEN AGREEMENT QLD STATUS
"1, REPRESENTATION OF GOVERNING BODIES

All governing bodies of the United Palestine
Appeal shall consist of representatives of the
Eeren Hayesod and Jewish National Fund in the
proportion of 60 percent, and representatives
designated by the dommunities in the propor-
tion of 40 percent. The procedure for desig-
nation of community representatives shall be
determined by the ted Palestine Appeal in
.consultation with the Coumoil of Jewish Feder-
. ations and Welfare Funds, which latter body
will consult elso with a sub-committee of the
Committee of Contributors and Workers."

At no ‘time since it was founded
in 1825 has the United Palestine
Appeal. had representation on
its governing bodies chosen
direotly by the Jewish ocomm-
nities of Amerioca.
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"2. DICBURSEMENTS

Previously the UPA turned over
its inocome to the New York
offices of the Keren Hayesod
and EKeren Eayemeth for eventual
transmission by these latter.

The United Palestine Appeal will with the
greatest promptitude make available all monies
received in 1949 to the principel benefici-
aries, namely, the Treasury of the Jewish
Agenoy for Palestine and the head offices of
the Xeren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth in Israel,
and will disburse such funds ﬁrm? agencies
and procedures suthorized by them.

- W W W S = = = -

*$. SPECIAL GRANTS AND ALLOCATIONS

The United Palestine Appeal will hemceforth be
empowered to meke its own recommendations re-
garding all proposals for allocations or grants
outside the principal benefiociaries, namely
the Jewish for Palestine and the Kerem
. Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth in Jerusalem,
¥o herein uhnll preclude the American
b:‘iquod end Jewish National Fund from
continuing to consider proposals of this
character and to make their recommendations

- e = - = e - e - e =
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thereon, provided, however, that they oom-

. muniocate their recommendations to the United
Palestine Appeal for oonsideration and sotion
by it before commmicating them to the prin-
oipal benefiociaries in Israel. In ocase of
disagreement within the United Palestine Ap-
peal or the oonstituent funds both majority
and minority views will be transmitted, Final
suthority on all grants and allocations rests
with the head office or head offices ooncerned
and the Executive of the Jewish Agenoy.

QLD STATUS
Hitherto, the United Palestine
Appeal had no voioce whatscever
in decisions as to what money
was to be awarded to any pur-
pose or organisation, aside
from the funds intended for the
prinoipal bemefioiaries. Mil-
lions of dollars have been
involved.

Now, for the first time, the
UPA -- end that means the Jewish
ocommmity of America -- will
have brought before it recom-
mendations on which it may de-
oide. The whole publioc will

be involved. The Committee of
Contributors also gained its
purpose of emphasizing that the
fipal decision must be made in
Israel, not in America.
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(The fourth paragraph referred to the cancellation of the December 11-12 con-
ference scheduled at Atlantio City by the Committee of Contributors)

(The fifth paragraph referred to the single ammouncement of the agreement)

"The Board of the United Palestine Appesl will
eleot its own officers and Executive Oommit-
tes, in sccordance with the provisions of
Seotion One of the agreement; will determine
the sdministrative budget of the United
Palestine Appeal; will determine all matters
of staff persomnel; and will establish all
rules of prooedure as required for the funo-
tions of the United Palestine Appeal.®

' Hitherto, the Board and Exeou-
' tive Committee and the officers
' of the UPA were all seleoted by
' the New York offices of the

' Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth
' whioch, in turn, have majority

' representation from the Zionist
' Organisation of America.

Up until this time, the UPA has
not been gnmd by any by-
laws of its om. All substan-
tive deoisions were transferred
to the New York offices of the
Eeren Hayesod (Palestine Founda-
tion Fund) end Keren Kayemeth
(Jewish National Fund)
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*Provision will be made for mail or telegraph
votes by the United Palestine Appeal Exeocu-
tive Comnmittee on important matters when re-
quested by any two members of the Committee
so that all may have an opportunity to vote

on such items."

*The Unitéd Palestine Appeal will have the

responsibility for negotiating an sgreement
with the Joint Distribution Committee for the

joint campaign of the United Jewish
subject to the final suthority of the lnld

office or head offices comcermed and the

Executive of the Jewish Agsnoy."

Previously, only the votes of
members who attended meetings
were reocorded. The Committee
of Contributors pressed for
this olause to assure the most
representative kind of deoision
and beocsuse it realized that it
might happen that representa-
tives of commmnities might not
always be able to be present in
person.

Hitherto, negotiations by the
UPA with the JDC were subjeot
to ratification by the New York
offices of the Kerem Hayesod
and Keren Kayemeth.
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“No man Is strong unless he
bears within his character anti-
theses strongly marked.”

hat's toughest?
To my mind, one of the
toughest requirements of
Judaism is contained in this week’s
Torah reading: “Do not place a
stumbling block before the blind."

The verse’s meaning is literal
and figurative. Literally, it means
just what it says — don't trip up
blind people. It's the figurative
meaning that's tough: do not mis-
lead people who are “blind” —
blind in the sense that they do not
know how to commit a misdeed un-
less someone comes along and
helps them out.

For example, someone wants to
steal, but does not know how. Then 1
come along and hand him a crow-
bar. I have violated “donot place &
stumbling block before the blind."”

I cite a rather vulgar example
just to illustrate the figurative
meaning. There are subtler ex-
amples, hundreds of them, which
weave their way into our daily
lives.

For instance, businesses and
communities are full of secret
information that is often leaked —
information about the plans of com-

Institution, or its officers. Suppose
that such hints (or even outright
statements) are perfectly legal.
Still, by the high Torah standard of
“do not place a stumbling block
before the blind,"” T am guilty. I
have helped others inflict damage,
have misled them, have made them
stumble.

Another example, from a dif-
ferent sphere:

Suppose 1 see a youngster who
manifests an inclination to put on
tefilin, to keep kosher or to observe
any other ritual commandment of
Torah. I see this, yet I discourage
this youngster.

Overtly or covertly.

Directly or by body language.

I am guilty of “‘do not place a
stumbling block before the blind."

JEWISH DECISION works
through the generation and reso-
lution of disputes. Over the past 150
years, a fascinating dispute has
arisen concerning the reach of *‘do
not place a stumbling block before
the blind."

One Talmudic scholar of the pre-

FROM DENVER

Does G-d want schizophrenics?

vious generation, Rabbi Abraham
Isaac Kuk (1865-1885), could find no
basis in Jewish law for limiting the
reach of this ethical mandate. Ac-
cordingly, he doubted the conclu-
sion of 2 certain “'great man' who
did severely limit it.

The unnamed ‘‘great man,"” 1
take it, was another Talmudic scho-
lar, Rabbi Israel Salanter
(1810-1883), for he reasoned that
when it comes to traits of character
— honor, humility, anger, for ex-
ample — “do nol place a stumbling
hlock""ﬁes not apply. My present

. it the reasoning behind

,tblngisnnnemﬁ'it

Imal Immt 'nmstrlehmsaf
“placing a stumbling block'" does

not apply to character traits.
mm: exunplp from Rabbi

It!snh.lghldealtouvemndutty
— to do without. It is unseemly to
phcematar!alabovesph-lhnlw
suifs. But this does nof mean that 1
should refrain from meeting other
people's material needs. Tmust live
modestly, but not impose my con-
ditions on others. To the contrary, 1
must recoil at poverty and injus.
tice, and do my to et them
right. To quote Rabbi Israel, I must
“go into marketplaces and city
streets to seek means to provide
others with the very best.”

Not just charity, but fthe very

best,
_Am I, then, guilty of “placing &

3008, than G-d's hoior for
. this does rof mean

~ Hillel
s Goldberg

stumbling block before the blind"

— of facilitating others’ search for
materialism? No, said Rabbi
Israel, T am not. The stricture of

&mmmw Some-

times it is necessary to be com-

manding, not humble. Sometimes,

mmhmmmm.

and being angry. Itlahawnngm:
when it is the only way to secure

justifiable obedience or to instill
jimerebpecl.lutpmrv

‘bu!lthmarpupuhbeang:y,n
takes wisdom lo know when to —
lndh'ai:dngtulnowmto—mm
angry, without letting the emotion
of anger touch one's heart. Again:
one approachtomyself, an opposite
one to others.

“HIDDEN DEPTHS of the
Torah," wrote Rabbi Israel, define
this subtle use of character traits,
this psychological dexterity: being
harmonious without recognition
from othérs, while giving recog-
nition o others; without
material wealth, while bestowing it
on others — being one way in my
needs, another way in others'

needs.
Walit. Does G-d want schizo-
phrenics?
Reb Yisrael:
Said the Holy One, Blessed be
He: “Should I create man from
the higher beings or from the
lower beings? Behold, I shall
create him from both.”
8o it is that man acquired the
ability to transfigure himself. In
relation to himself he can

separated from all worldly de-

light; in relation to others he can

resemble the lower beings, feel-
ing and knowing all worldly
delight.

Man has the capacity for both in-
ner harmony and its opposite, be-
cause that is the way the Holy One,
Blessed be He, created him: witha

can — and should — function nor-
mally with inner contrasts without
feeling torn by them. To quote an
American thinker:

A French philosopher said,

M‘Mﬁllmalmphtned.(}d
marked man’s character after his
own. Man's ability to reconcile
‘opposites Is nothing less than evi-
‘dence of his nature as a creature of
G-d. G-d is One, yet manifests Him-

manifest hihuelf dinlectically
With his soul he can know the world
oﬁnherun]ty with his body he can
know the world of human needs.
‘Man's capacity for “‘a thing and its
‘opposite’’ is nothing more —
nothing less — than evidence of
Genesis' definltion of the human
soul, the tzelem elokim or “*human-
face Divine."”
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Congregation Har Hashem
salutes Israel and continues to affirm
the unity of the sacred city of Jerusalem.

Rabbi Herbert H. Rose, D.D,, D.H.L and Con.greation
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Yasir Arafat
‘Shoot immigrants’

By HUGH ORGEL
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

TEL AVIV — A report that PLO
leader Yasir Arafat hasordered his
men to “open fire' on Jews im-
migrating to Israel has aroused
anger here and renewed calls for
direct flights of Jews from the Soviet
Union.

Ma'ariv on Sunday cited a report
——b——  — ———————']
This Week
Across America. ...... a1
BT I 28
Community ... ........ 4
Congregations .. ... .. 29
Dateline Haifa. . ... .... 6
Fifty Years Ago.. .. ... 29
Finance . ......... 18-21
Leisura.., . .. /0 83 16-17
Lively Opinion........ 32
Obituaries........... 28
SOMDOR 25 oetvaivs 5 30
Today's Life_ . .., .. 10-15
ViewFromDenver. .. ... 2

Washington Wrap Up...8
= ———— =]

in the Lebanese weekly Al-Muharar
that quoted instructions Arafat

reportedly gave at a meeting in
with senior officers of Al

Fatah, the largest and most
moderate of the PLO’s military
factions.

‘Today I give

you instructions
to use violence
against the
immigrants. I will
jail whoever
refuses to do this’

Bethreaxmadmjlnanmldw
failed to obey.

According to Al-Muoharar, Arafat
declared, I want to say clearly:
Open fire on the new Jewish Im-
migrants.”

I want you to shoot, on the ground
or in the air, at every immigrant who

Please see ARAFAT on Page 23
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The Rocky Mountain
Lavender Hill Mob

First time the story is told

] E'A.-w....uﬂ C

-

slﬂlnnoiﬂmiamhe. long aban-
doned, which once served asa store-

* house and staging point for weapons
bound for a still unborn Jewish state
anticipating a tough fight for
existence

But the runners themselves, who
remained a cautious bunch even
after the statute of limitations ran
out some two decades ago, never
spoke very much about their highly
ciandestine activities during the
historic period of 1946-48. They
seidom spoke of those things even
amongst themselves, and they never
bragged. Today, all but five of them
have died.

Sam Sterling and Bernard
Springer, two of those five, agree
that it's time the story was finally
told in some detall, Otherthan a brief

They amassed
half a million
percussion caps,
hundreds of
rifles, boxes
of ammunition —
even a bomber
aircraft!

article in the Intermountaln Jewish
News by the late Max Goldberg and
a few paragraphs in Leonard
Slater’s 1870 book The Pledge, the
story of the invisible Denver arm of
Israel's Haganah has remained
largely untold. That's unfortunate
because, even though the men Siater
admiringly called the *‘Rocky Moun-
tain Lavender Hill Mob" preferred
thelr anonymity, their story Is a
remarkable, even herolc, one.

“All we wanted to do was help,"
Springer told the 1IN in a recent in-
terview. ‘That'sall.”

That's a bitof an understatement.
In a perlod less than three years in
duration, a core group of 10 or 80
Denver Jewish men, assisted by &

THRSDE. OF SADR Tivkic. JS = The late Nathan Gart facilitated the purchase of gunpowder by suggesting the formation of multiple gun ciubs.
Please see MOB on Page 4
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Yom Hazikaron — the price Israel pays

By HUGH ORGEL
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

TEL AVIV — The wall of sirens
ushered in Yom Hazikaron, the
24-hour Remembrance Day when
Israél memorializes its war dead.

The ritual hasn’t varied much
since 1848, but the numbers keep
growing. This year, Israelis have
16,851 fallen soldiers to mourn.

The observance began at9:30 pm
last Saturday, later thanusualtoac-
commodate Sabbath observers.

A memorial flame was kindled at
the Western Wall, where the national
flag flew at half-mast. An honor
guard changed hourly during the
night and all day Sunday.

President Chaim Herzog, who of-
ficiated, referred obliquely to the
current sharp polarization in Israel,
when he observed, “In the military
cemeteries, divisions are silenced,
there are no disputes, the victimsare
all equal.

“And this calls for our unity,
brotherhood, tolerance,
ty and benevolence,'” he added.

On Sunday, families gathered at
the 40 military cemeteries and at
war memorials around the country.

The law forbids of enter-
tainment to be open, including

—

RNS photo
Throughout Israel, all traffic and all other activities came to & halt for two minutes in memory of Istael’s fallen
heroes.

restauranis, cafes and movie
houses, The ban was enforced by
beefed-up police patrols in Tel Aviv.,

In Jerusalem, the police were
more lenient. Cafes and restaurants
were allowed to stay open, aslong as
they played no music or offered any
entertainment.

Sirens sounded againatiiam Sun-
day, signaling the start of official
memorial services at the military
cemetery on Mount Herzl and others
around the country.

There are two war cemeteries in
Druse villages; where 211 Druse
soldiers, killed while serving in the
Israe] Defense Force, are buried.

Speaking at Mount Herzl, Yitzhak
Shamir, who is acting prime
minister and acting defense
minister, expressed condolences to
the bereaved and the nation's
gratitude to the fallen.

“‘Toour great sorrow, a homeland
is bought with blood, and in-
dependence is achieved and pro-
tected by the struggle with an enemy
who has not yet come to terms with
our existence,'" he said.

“Those who have fallen in Israel's
wars and in the line of duty have will-
ed us to live, shown us the one path,
and that is to move forward, to con-
tinue to strengthen the country,"
Shamir said.

Jewish ieenagers celebrate rebirth

By CATHRINE GERSON
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

JERUSALEM — The same 3,000
Jewish teen- agerswhore-enacteda
death march from Auschwitz to
Birkenau a week ago gave new life to
an Israell hilltop last Sunday, plan-

_fing the “March of Living Forest”
near Jerusalem.

The teen-agers, from 36 nations
around the globe, spread over a hill
near Moshav Neveh Ilan, their
costumes painting the area biue and
white.

__ Clasping a sapling with one hand
and a friend with the other, they
stood in silence for two minutes while
sirens walled all over the country,

calling a halt toall activityatilam,

in honor of Israel's fallen soldiers.

The significance of the ceremony
was not lost on the youth fresh from
the gray Jewish past of Poland to the
vivid present of Israel,

The vast difference between the
two worlds was further underlined
for them by the chairman of the
Jewish Natlonal Fund of Israel,
Mashe Riviin. He told the teen-agers
about the changes since Israel’s in-
dependence in 1948,

He mentioned, for one thing, that
42 years ago, Jerusalem was cut off
from the rest of the country. There
was only a single road to Jerusalem,
under fire by the enemy, who made
it 'a road full of death.

*“But now,"” Rivlin said, 'there are
11 roads leading to Jerusalem, the

2nd

LOUP-MILLER

HAPPY

BIRTHDAY
ISRAEL

periences of the last 10 days left a
strong impreasion.

Although they studied the
Holoeanltbefumhavmx_mr_mm

Just before planting his sapling,
Scott Schnelder, 18, from Har-
rishurg, Pa., sald he joined the
“March of Living” to “‘experience
the death of our people back in

mmmm&no:m
people in Israel."

He said he wanted to learn more
about the Holocaust, to understand
why it happened and what had
happened.

Although this visit to Israel is not
his first, he said he experienced
something different this time.

‘] was really excited that when I
gotofi the plane here in Israel, I kiss-
ed the ground,” Schneider said.
““The feeling of life here Is just amaz-

Mﬂ participant, 16-year-old

Leora Salzhauer from Orangeburg,
NY, said her experiences over the
last two weeks have made her decide
she wants to live in Israel.

Jews stick together."
Salzhauer sald that coming from
Poland to Israel was '‘absolutely
amazing'' and that she now feelsand
knows that "Israel is the most
beautiful place in the world."”

By HOWARD ROSENBERG
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

WASHINGTON — The House of
Representatives overwhelmingly
approved a non-binding resolution
declaring that ‘‘Jerusalem is and
should remain the capital of the State
of Israel."

The 878-3¢ vote came despite a
threat from a little-known Palesti-
nian terrorist group in Beirut, which
announced it would kill Americans
unless the Senate rescinded within 10
days an identical resolution it
adopted a month ago.

The resolutions were initiated by
Sen. Daniel Moynihan and Rep. Eliot
Engel, both New York Democrats.

affirms Jeruvsalem

‘While American presidents have
objected to Jewish settlements in the
West Bank, only Bush has raised
questions about Jews living in parts
of Jerusalem, which Israel considers

prior ones, has not recognized
Jerusalem as Israel's capital and
believes the cily’s final status should
be decided through negotiations,
though it opposes redivision of the
city. It did not lobby against the
resolution.

Thomas Dine, executive director
of the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee, said he was
“delighted" with the vole by House
members, saying they “affirmed

their commitment to Jerusalem as
Israel's capital.”

Rep. David Obey (D-WI.), who
voted against the resolution, argued
that did not have to re-
spond “collectively'’ to what he call-
ed Bush's “‘misstatements."’

Obey, who is chairman of the
Appropriations subcommittee with
jurisdiction over foreign aid, said he
would have preferred to have
members of Congress respond indi-
vidually to Bush's statement.

“I happen to personally believe
Jerusalem will remain the capltal of
Israel, and that Jerusalem should
and will remain undivided. Every-
body knows that," he said.

Happy 42nd Birthday, Israel!

From the Students, Faculty and Parents of

Herzl Jewish Day School
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Survivors of St. Lovis offer support

By ELENA NEUMAN
Jewish megapﬂc Aguncy

NEW YORK — Fifty-one years
after they were denied entry into the
US and turned back to Europe, sur-
vivors of the St. Louis gathered to of-
fer their moral support to Soviet
Jews now seeking refuge.

Susan Schleger, Dr. Hans Fisher
and Liane Reif-Lehrer held a small
rally at the Isaiah Wall opposite the
UN towarn that American failure to
support Israel could leave Soviet
Jews to & similar fate they
themselves suffered in 1939,

“We were not wanted. We were
abandoned by the world,"” sald
Schleger, a 88-year-old survivor now
residing in New York. '“We must now
try our utmost to get the Soviet Jews
out. It's not fair to ask the Russians
tolet the Jews out and then not to do
anything about it."

The gray and threatening sky did
not diminish the symbolic impact of
the setting. The survivors stood
beneath a prayer shawl rescued
from the Holocaust with the prophet
Isalah's famous words etched into
the wall in the background: “‘Nation
shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war
anymore."

Onwhatis now called "‘the Voyage
of the Damned," the St. Louls em-
barked from Hamburg in May 1939,
with 2 human cargo of 1,128 Jews
fleeing Nazl Germany. Bound
originally for Cuba, the ill-fated ship
was denied entry into any port on this
side of the Atlantic, including a US
port in Miami.

Withno place toland, the ship was
forced back to Europe, where the
passengers were recefved according
to an international agreement sign-
ed by England, Holland, Belgium
and France.. ‘

After most of Europe, with the ex-
ception of England, was overrun by
the Nazis, few of those refugees sur-
vived the war years.

The 75 who did survive met last
year in Miami for their 50th reunion.
Only then did some of them decide to
become vocal on behalf of the Soviet

Muh&ﬁuﬂ.ﬂmhunm

WZPS photo by Sammy Avaisan
unsuccessfully attempted to ferry 4500 Holocsust survivors to Palestine, the 8t. Louls was
mnmua-mmmnmmm Holocsust,

Jews now fleeing rising popular anti-
Semitism in their homeland.

“I spent a lot of my life trying to
forget about all this* said Reif-
Lehrer, a scientist from Baston, who
was a small child at the time of the
voyage. She is now writing a book
about her and other St. Louis sur-
vivors' storles. R

“It's hard to compare" the flight
from Nazi Germany and the Soviet
exodus now taking place, she said,
“But I feel that where people are be-
ing hassled or persecuted, Jews or
otherwise, they need to be given a
haven.”

Gallery, 200 E. 13th Ave.
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“As open and violent anti-
Semnitism begins to reappearin parts
of the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe," said Fisher, a professor at
Rutigers University, ‘‘Israel
becomes the only haven for hur-
dreds of thousands of Jews."

The three urged Jews and non-
Jews alike to participate in the
Salute to Israel parade totake place
in'New York on May 13.

According to Rabbi Joseph Stern-
stein, chairman of the American
Zionist Youth Foundation, which is
sponsoring the parade, AZYF
thought that the St. Louis survivors

would be a strong reminder to
American Jews of what could hap-
pen fo Soviet Jewry if they fail to sup-
port Israel and Israeli resettlement
of Soviet Jews.

*This is a stark symbol of the
historic contrast of the world in
which we lve today, in which the
Btate of Israel exists as a national
homeland for Jews, and 1939, when
it didn’t,” he said.

‘“That Israel is now under political
pressures from all sides, not ex-
cluding our national administration,
indicates the importance of this
public demonstration of Jews as

reflective of their mppon for the
State of Israel," hé said.

New York City Councilman
Robert Dryfoos said it is ““morally
egregious and politically wrong™
that the US put a 1id on Soviet Jewish
immigration here when it decided
hnmnmmmemmqmtaal
50,000. .

““The Statue of Liberty médns
something,'” he said. "‘Inlight of the
tremendous anti-Semitism in the
Soviet Union, America must prepare
its shores, so that we are not damn-
ed again as we were in 1839. We are
on notice.”

HFI\“I EY

METAL PRODUCTS

We are proud to salute Israel
for its 42 years of statehood.

Peggy and Lynn Lehmann

Naomi Sheftel
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's h f 1948
Denver’'s heroes o £

The late Morris E. Adelstein

edasa g Atk y;

"'MOB from Page 1

white-collar professionals and
businessmen for the most part —
managed to amass more than a ton
of gunpowder, half a million percus-
slon caps, hundreds of rifles and
pistols, boxes upon boxes of am-
munition, field radios, various
~weapons-related machinery — even
a bomber aircraft! This unofficial
arsenal was painstakingly, often il-
legally acquired, carefully hidden
and stored, and through various in-
genious means, suceessfully shipped
to Israel.

In the tense months before Israel’s
declaration of independence, the
underground Jewish army known as
the Haganah was correctly assum-

Sam Sterling
enewmhomrtopmun favor during the War of Indepen-  Veterans Post 342, including Denver
physical means of self-defense and dence. attorney Sam Sterling, the group’s
survival. leader and initial Haganah contact.
Underground cells of American oday, Bernard Springer is “Sam Sterling, he was the key
Jews were organized by the Haga- semi-retired fromalongand man," Springer says. ‘‘He started
nah into four major regions. Groups successful career inthe life  the thing. He tapped me and the rest

“When T got to make my pledge, I said,
‘4250 — and a case of rifles to
Palestine.” The comment was half in
jest, but Temple Emanuel’s Rabbi
Herbert Friedman took it seriously”

similar to Denver's operated in a
host of American cities during this

insurance business. A New York
native, he has lived in Colorado since

of the guys."”
Steriing also resides in Denver,

ing that a fledgling Jewish state
would soon have to face the hostile
armies of the Arab League. It
wanted and needed arms and war
materials so badly that it set up and
financed an extensive arms procure-
ment network across the US, and

critical period, most of them manag-
ing small miracles in smuggling
various arms and materials into
Israel. Historians agree that the ef-
forts of these loosely-connected and
highly secretive cadres may well
have tipped the balance In Israel's

el T
po= foe,
on Israel’s 42nd anniversary

Histadrut’s contributions throughout its
70 years have been the creation of:
* over 120 Amal vocational schools - serving
. over 50,000 students
* 16 major Kupat Holim Hospitals and
1,600 Clinics
¢ 11 MISHAN Golden age homes
e 4 MISHAN children’s villages of the
underprivileged
* An international institute to train people from
emerging third world countries - Institute
Afro-Asian

The Denver Histadrut Council
Steve Bieringer, Chairman
Jack Parker, Co-Chairman

Lionel Menin, Treasurer
Carole Kracer, Executive Director

WWII when, as a Military Police-
man, he saw duty in Denver and at
regional prisoner-of-war camps.
Most of those involved in the Denver
arms network were, in fact, recent
military veterans of WWII, active
members of Denver's Jewish War

and is still listed as being of counsel
fo his law firm, but he considers
himself retired. A Denver native, he
served asa reserve officer inthe US
Cavalry from 1028-40; and in the Air

Corps, as an inspector general on
stateside duty, during WWII. He was

L’Chaim
on lsrael’s 42nd

from the Colorado Chapter of the
American Society for Technion —
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Israel’s most precious resource — its
brain power — is trained at Technion

Dr. Daniel Teitelbaum Joshua Epel
President ¢ Vice-president

Kal Zeff
Chairman of the board

For information
(303) 355-2625 (Denver)
(213) 857-5575 (Los Angeles)

If you have seen Israel, you have seen the Technion-Israel
Institute of Technology, a world-renowned center of,
excellence in bio-medical technology. Nuclear
engineering, robotics, superconductivity, and a multitude
of leading-edge research and development.

5757 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 348 Los Angeles, CA 90036

back in Denver by 1846 after being
hospitalized for 2 frostbite injury to
his legs and had yet to re-establish
his law practice here.

Sterling’s involvement with the
Haganah really began at an Allied
Jewish Council (forerunner of the
- Allied Jewish Federation) meeting
" in'1046. “"When I got up to make my
pledge,” he recalls, “I said, ‘T will
give $250 and & case of rifles to be
sent to Palestine." "' The comment
was made half in jest, Sterling says.

But Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
then of Temple Emanuel, was at the
same meeting, and he took Sterling’s
comment seriously. “The day after
the meeting, Herb called me. I knew
him well enough to talk quite freely.
He asked whether I would like a
chance to try some log-rolling. I ask-
ed him what he meant. He said they
needed someone who was willing to
goout and put themselves on a roll-
inglog, with a good chance of falling
w.l

Rabbi Friedman later explained
that he was talking about gunrun-
ning for the Haganah, describing to
Sterling the sorts of munitions and
supplies the Haganah was request-
ing

Sterling said yes and a few months
later, after Rabbi Friedman had
taken a position with the United
Jewish Appeal in New York, he call-
ed Sterling to offer him the leader-
ship of the Haganah's Rocky Moun-
tain region for arms procurement.
When he accepted the post, Sterling
was quietly given a major’'s commis-

listed as an active participant, says
he kept himself at a distance from

most of it, "I think there were very
few people who really knew what
they were doing," Oxman says. ‘I
had the type of invelvement where I
knew what was going onbut I didn’t
know any of the details of it. It was
all kept pretty much on the Q.T."
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{ this basic core group who
Imew of or participated in
Haganah activity in Den-
ver, Sterling, Oxman, Weinstein,
Pells and Springer are alive today.

In the late 40s they were, for the
most part, a group of young men
fresh out of uniform, newly married
with young families, just getting
started In their careers. Yet, at Sterl-
ing’s request, they were ready and
willing to commit a handful of rather
serious federal offenses,

Sam Weinstein, who still practices
law in Denver, acknowledges that
some of their activities were illegal
— “if you could call it that"" — but
says he never felt their offensestobe
morally wrong. ‘T wouldn't have
participated,' Weinstein says, *if I
didn't feel it was warranted at the
time.""

While Springer would undoubted-
ly agree as to the work being war-
ranted, he has no {llusions about
much of its legality.

“Weil sir,”" he says in a tone of
unrepentant confession, ‘I was car-
rymgamm,whhhwummm
law. We were gunrunning, which
was against the law. We were buying
more ammunition, gunpowder,
rifles and pistols than we were allow-
ed to, and we were shipping it, which
wasagainst thelaw. A lotof things!"
Springer says he never asked what
the penalties for these offenses
uugm be. He didn’t really want to

Mm‘tmmm&m
as an attorney, felt he could afford to

enjoy.
“Ithoughtabout it," Sterling says
witha smile. "I thought about it a lot.
I figured that if I were arrested, I
would have had to plead guilty
because it was an ipsoprofactocase
— we had everything right there."
However, based on the fate of his
colleague, the late Hank Greenspun,
who ran the Haganah's Pacific
region out of Las Vegas, Sterling

nothing much else was going on for
him. “And Iwas 40 at the time,” he
says, "I thought maybe this might be
my last chance for a fling in life. I
also found it very satisfying, veryat-
tractive, because of what it was do-
Ing and because I wanted to dowhat
I could to help create a state."

"It was my opportunity to help,”
Springer says. “Here was something
1 could do for Israel. it was a new,
fledgling country and already there

Palmach

i

mnmwmmmdmmudmmmm)mmw
Arab positions and ensbled supplies to reach beleagured Jerusalem from Tel Aviv.

Was a war goingon. IMWM

recalls, “and I never saw so much

Mh;ndmlhﬁnﬂlmaﬂnmto

that during the war. [had enoughof  cash in my Hfe." rifles so0 drive with extreme caution.”
that during the Holocaust." In fact, Sterling had set up a desperatelyneededby Israel.Sterl-  One sporting goods dealer in
Although Springer's WWILservice business based in Boulder, incor- ing usually took care of acquisition Durango regularly sent cans of
was far away from the Holocaust porating It as a mining concern, a  on a regional basis. powder to Sterling in Denver, clever-
itself, mﬂ]ﬂlmw was distinction which allowed the firm to Much of it was gatheredona host  ly concealing them in bushel baskets
olorado mountain purchase certain explosives and of ratherunusual weekend jaunts. In  of Western Slope peathes. *"We had
other controlled materials. Haganah his brown sedan, “‘a big old mmmummw
monies were funnelled throughthis  Plymouth,” Sterling ranged as far awhile,” Sterling says
firm's checking account and then from DenverasLas Vegas, El Paso qumnﬂymehamut
«'.. It was my opportunity to help. Here __
» 2 o mzeme ssesd .alejm)
was something I could.do for Israel. ¥
It was a new country and already
there was a war. I had enough of
that during WWIL. I had enough of
that during the Holocaust.’
one of them." hmm!ormedbysmﬂnxmauble and Pueblo, scouring sporting goods  procurement in Denver, making the
“Iwasangry,” hesays. “Ifigured eash.’ Honeymmobject. Sterl- stores and sundry other sources. rounds of local sporting goods
this was one way to get back, one  ingrecalls, ''‘Whateverwewantedto He'd fill the Plymouth’s trunk and  dealers and pawnbrokers, looking

way tohelp. Ifeellike I became part
of history itself, that I helped create
a country. It wasn’t shooting or
fighting, but I was doing what had to
be done."’

cquisition, of course, was
priority one. Money for the
war materials was provided
to Sterling through Haganah con-
tacts, All transactions, naturally,
were done strictly with cash.

“Everything was cash," Springer

get, we could get the money for it."”

The Haganah, through occasional
nocturnal meetings with Sterling or
telephone calls, made quite explicit
requests for materials, Sterling was
also regularly in touch with Teddy
Kollek, present-day mayor of Jeru-
salem, who was then In charge of
Haganah purchasing in New York
and kept an office above the famed
Copacabana Club.

The Denver group used a number
of approaches to acquire the TNT,

backseat floorboard with several
hundred pounds of powder and
cruise back to Denver,

““What I did in order to make it as
inconspicuous as possible,”” Sterling
says, ‘‘was to take Mildred and the
two boys along — I think they were
14 and 10at the time. The boys would
sit in the backseat and we'd put the
cans of powder or whatever on the
floor beneath them.” Even though
these irips weren't really as

dangergus as they might sound,

for the same sorts of munitions. He
purchased many weapons, he says,
from pawnbrokers on Denver’s
Larimer Street, but never discussed
their destination. The proprietors,
however, many of whom were
Jewish, seemed to sense the reason
for the purchases.

“It was all surplus,” Springer
says. "It was 1048, what the hell, the
stuff was all over the place. There

Please see MOB on Page 6
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Denver’s
heroes of 1948
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was one guy who wanted a stiff, fat
profit, but the rest of the Larimer
Street guys were just great.
Whatever we wanted, they bent over
backwardsand gotit, They haditin

Denver sporting goods merchant.
“‘One of the nicest guys in town was

the late Nate Gart," he says. "'I'm
grateful to him to this day. You could
only buy so much gunpowder at a
time, for a group. So I went in to
Gart's the first time and told him

fishing clubs, rifle clubs, collector's
clubs. All phony. You had tosign for
this so T signed left-handed. I was
presidentof a dozen clubsin three or
four minutes!"

The material was stored tem-
porarily in various locations — an

‘Suddenly, in two or three minutes,
there were two dozen gun clubs,
gun and fishing clubs, rifle clubs,
collector’s clubs. All phony . ..
so I signed left-handed.’

stock and if they ran out, they went
and got more, Most of the guys took
the profit and dropped it to a point
where it was almost trade. We didn"t
tell them what was going on, but I
think they knew up to'a point."

uch of the explosive

material, Springer says,
came from Nate Gart, the

what I'd like tobuy. Hesald, ‘Come
on, let's have a chat. What are you
going to do with it?" 1 said, I can't
tell you." He said, "'Okay, you can
only buy somuch, but there'sa way
to do it.”

tinues, "in two or three minutes,
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Alameda Ave. warehouse owned by
Sterling’s father-in-law or Springer’s
West Side garage. Once Sterling and
Springer had amassed a sizable
cache, the packing process would
begin, which was where most of the
others participated. At irregular
times, the group would gather at
various warehouses or vacant
buildings or in an apartment
building owned by Sterling at 1210
Harrison 8t. in East Denver, carry-
ing their deadly cargo in golf bags
and boxes marked “*Books.”

1 seem to recall an empty bulld-
ing or a factory on the West Side,"
Weinstein says. ‘It was what you

At Sterling's apartment building,
they would gather in & basement
waorkshop, where a number of emp-
ty ‘ofl drums would have been col-
lected, and very carefully begin to
pack the munitions.

First, to stabilize the contents, a
layer of plaster of paris would be
poured into the drum, followed by a
layer of newspaper, the contraband
cargo itself, more newspaper,
another layerof plaster of paris and
then a few inches of oil, The idea was
‘o make the barrel weigh roughly the

sameas a full barrel of ofl. To further

tors, the group marked the drums
honest, terms as '‘Parts" or
“"Machinery." Once, when they ship-
ped a disassembled field radio, they
semi-truthfully labeled the barrel
‘“Musical Equipment.”’

quietly and with extreme caution. No
matches, cigarettes or pipes were
evenallowed on their persons while

Springer says with a grimace, “all
they woulld have found was dust. The
place was dangerous.”

For that very reason, as soon as
several barrels had been packed at
Sterling's place, they would be
driven via truck to the warehouses
for temporary storage. After a cer-
tain gquantity had been collected
there, some would be shipped direct-
ly from these sites, Others would be
moved to an inactive gold mine near
the old town of Gold Hill in Boulder
County. The owner of the mine (the
precise location of which is still be-
ing kept secret) not only knew what
was being stored there but helped
with the storage and shipping
himself. In fact, even the Boulder
County sheriff knew of the hidden
horde, Sterling says, and allowed the
storage to proceed uninterrupted. In
this rustic and quiet retreat the bar-
rels would be stored until a large
truckload had been gathered.

nd then came shipping day.
“Our job was to go down-
town," Springer recalls. “In
those days, on Larimer St., youused
tohave what was called — and I hate
tosay it — the “Slave Market' — poor
guys whoneeded work. I used to pick

Please see MOB on Page 7

Sam Weinstein

The late Mike Jultak
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up five at a time, all strong, young-
looking guys."

The workers were offered $15 for
aday's labor, but only if they did not
ask the nature of the work
beforehand. Springer would drive
them up to the mine in his Ford, stop-
ping along the way to say only that
their work that day was to be kept ab-
salutely secret. He kept a large pistol
in a shoulder holster, and displayed
it to the workers as a not-so-subtle
hint as (o the consequences of their
saying anything. They were told on-
ly that they’d be moving heavy con-
tainers and that the contents were
very, very fragile, and would have to
be handled with the utmost care,

did any one of those guys talk about
it," Bpringer says.

They loaded the barrels onto a
semi-traller owned by a Denver man
of Irish origin, an employee of Bilik
Saxon who owned the mine him-
self. “He detested the Britishwitha
passion,"” Springer says, “‘and had
an affinity for Jews and the state of
Israel. He equated Israel with Ire-
land and he wanted in so badly he
could taste it."

To keep things vague in front of the
workers, Springer and the Irishman
called each other by the same name
— Joshua. The license plates, PUC
numbers and other identification on
the truck were covered during the
loading and once Springer headed
back to Denver with the workers, the
coverings would come off. The
Irishman insisted on paying for the
gasoline himself.

1 think the truck wentto Omaha,”
Springer says. ‘'‘From there it went
on an airplane to New York. But once
it left here, we didn't want to know
where it was going next. We only
knew what we were doing here."'

n fact, the loose organization

and compartmentalization of

much of this activity has
resulted in the fact that, even today,
participants sometimes express ig-
norance of each other's activities.
For example, even the Denver men
helping Sterling often didn't know of
other operations he was conducting
independently. But Sterling was in-

painstakingly
ed in drums marked Agrlwlmnl
Equipment" and sent to awalting
Haganah troops in Palestine.

On one occaslon, Sterling travell-
ed to Dallas after recelving word
that a wealthy Jew there desired to
do something on Israel's behalf.

discussions never took place. Their
car missed & curve near Hot Springs,
NM and Saxon, along with Barash,
perished in the ensuing crash.

y early 1050, with Israel an
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‘It was the glory days, and I loved
every minute of it. I’d do it again at
- the drop of a hat.” ‘I feel as if I did

the right thing.’

for months to find a Mexican na-
tional to help him incorporate a sub-
sidiary of his Boulder firm so thai the
incredible cache could be shipped
out of Veracruz. He found nowilling
partners among the nervous Mex-
fcan Jewish community, however,
and the Boulder sheriff was growing
increasingly nervous about the
TNT"s volatility. “He said, ‘Sam you
kmnow if this stuff goes up it'll blow up
half of Denver, not to mention

Atllast, Sterling was forced to sell
the TNT to a munitions manufac-
turer In Baltimore, and hired a small
fleet of truck drivers to transport the
material back east, instructing them
not to mark their trucks with the
usual explosives warning. Even
after paying the truckers double rate
for the haul, however, Sterling com-
pensated for the loss of the TNT by
handing the Haganah a tidy $11,000
profit on the deal.

Throughout the entire history of
the Denver operation, both Sterling
and Springer say, not once was there
a serious threat to its security. Their
caution and care paid off hand-
somely.

But there was one tragic price.
Just after New Year's Day In 1850,
when these covert activities were
virtually completed, Bilik Saxon,
ane of the Denver group, was driving
to Texas to visit the Army post at Ft.
Bliss. Accompanying him were Ike
Barash and Manny Feder, Denver
businessmen whose tles to the
Haganah remain unclear. S8axon, a
military surplus dealer, was to pur.
sue the chance that machine guns
might be available from certain Ar-
my personnel at Fi. Bliss, but these

“Bilik actually gave his life work-
ing for this program,* Sterling says
quietly. ‘He died there, but he died
while ;.

The mnry still brings tears to
Sterling’s syes.

tain Lavender Hill Mob" guietly
ceased to exist. The strange com-
bination of lawyers, guns and money
went back to jobs, families and more
genteel means of supporting Israel.

They haven't forgotten, however.

¢

"It was the glory days," Springer
says, “and Iloved every minute of it.
1"d do It again at the drop of a hat.”

Sterling says simply: “Ifeel as if
1 did the right thing.”

Steriling would recelve a book sign-
ed by David Ben Gurion and on later
trips to Israel would be re-introduced

lack of fanfare — a large plate made
inlsrael. Accompanying it wasalil-
tie card, unsigned, with 8 message
eloguent in its simplicity.
“Thank you'* was all it said. '

Re-establishment
of the
State of Israel

“For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again
to this land; and I will build them and not pull them down; and I will

plant them, and not pluck them up.” Jeremiah 24:6
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Electoral reform high in demand

By GILSEDAN and HUGH ORGEL

JERUSALEM — Petitions bear-
ing the signatures of half a million
Israelis demanding reform of the
electoral system were delivered to
President Chaim |Herzog on Monday,
as Israel marked| the 42nd anniver-

sary of its independence.

cars, pickup trucks and other
vehicles,

They were carried into the recep-
tion room in all manner of boxes,

parcels and envelopes, to be
deposited before a chief of state who
is himself firmly committed to the
principle of reform.

Herzog, in fact, devoted much of
his televised Independence Day
address to the subject.

**The political process as it unfolds
before us has become unacceptable

LINE EOPLE,
ONE DESTINY

A UNI Q UE STA TE OF CELEBRA TION
SUNDAY
MAY 6, 1990
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

9:30 a.m. “Destiny Walk”
1st Lady Bea Romer will “Kick-Off” walk
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

ENTERTAINMENT
Indoor Shwayder Theater
11:30 a.m. Apples and Honey
12:30 p.m. Music International
1:30 p.m. Kileziner V'Od
2:30 p.m. Shir Ami Singers
Outdoor Stage
10:15 a.m. Klezimer V'Od
12:00 p.m. International Singers and Dancers
1:00 p.m. Shibolim Dancers
2:00 p.m. Music International
Performers includling mimes, clowns, jugglers, belly
dancers and musicians throughout the
Informal Israeli Dance instruction led by Zahava Koll
throughout the day.

NOSHES

Falafel, hotdogs, bagels, ice cream and desseris are
just some of the dialicious foods for sale to tempt your
taste buds.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS’
EXHIBITS

Community orgariizations will exhibit information an
how Jews from other nations present and keep the
tradition of their Jewish identity in Israel.
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ISRAELI SHUK (Market Place)

Shop for jewelry, clothes, art work and other exciting
treasures,

JUDAIC ART SHOW

The 4th Annual Judaic Art Show with works by many
artists in a variety of media is sure to be a delightful
visual feast.

PRESCHOOL AND YOUTH
ACTIVITIES

* 11:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.
Puppet Show performances by the Beth Joseph
Torah Puppet Theatre

= 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Emet O Chova (Truth
or Dare) — musical presentation

* Ongoing Israeli films

= Informal Israeli dance instruction, PLUS carnival
booths, activity booths, rides and more!

The 1-42 Celebration gratefully
acknowledges the generosity of:
Travel By Dana, Rocky Mountain Car Washes, Inc.,
Allied Jewish Federation, Funtastic Nathan's and
Lollipop Park, AMC Colorado Plaza 6 Theatres. The
Embroidery Shop, Grazi Communications and many
others including the entire 1-42 committee and
volunteers,

Jewish Community Center

in the eyes of many,"” the president
said, ina clear allugion to the efforts
by both major parties to establish
governing coalitions.

He spoke of mounting public

disgust with the spectacle of back-

room bargaining, deal-making and
outright political bribery that have
characterized those efforts on both
sides since the Likud-Labor unity
government was toppled March 15.

*There has almost never been so
overwhelming a public protest. The
citizen who has the democratic right
to choose his representatives freely
cannot react calmly when political
machinations make an absolute
mockery of the principles of
democracy and lead to distortions
unworthy of a free society," Herzog
declared.

Nevertheless, the president,
whose office is non-political but
pmstigimuandhtﬂuenﬂal. has been
careful not to lean toward any
specifi¢ plan for reform. He stress-
ed only that all movements toward
that goal should follow democratic
guidelines.

Herzogisaware that plansabound
and that while the reformers may
agree.in principle on the need to
change the system, differences
prevall among them as to how.

Under the present system, voters
cast ballots for party lists, whichare
awarded Knessel seats in proportion
===

to the size of their vote.
The system has effectively pre-
vented either of the major parties

wanttheKnassettonamethe
experts. At the same time, thereare
signs of mounting distrust of all

As Herzog noted in his address,
there have been calls for electoral
reform since the era of David Ben-
Gurion, Ismalaﬂmtm-lmemjnm
who warned of a ‘“catastrophe'
unless officeholders were made
directly accountable to the voters,

What seems to have captured the
public imagination and media atten-
tion this time around is the current
political vacuum and the activism of
a group of Israel Defense Force com-
bat veterans,

It began last month, when IDF
reserve L. Col. Avi Kadish and two
fellow reserve officers began a
maonth long hunger strike outside the
Knesset building. They were soon
joined by other IDF reservisis,
including Maj. Eliad Shraga, who
staged his own hunger strike outside
the president’s residence.

Then, on April 7, over 100,000
Israelis gathered outside Tel Aviv
City Hall in a massive demonstration
for reform.

Kaddish wants the Knesset to pass
a law authorizing the president to
appoint a commission for electoral
reform. ‘“We are no experts. We
want to force the Knesset members
to appoint the experts, who will come
up with the selution,” he said
Monday.

But Sharaga, a 30-year-old former
commando, doesnot trust the politi-
clans. He has only one word for
them: “nimastem,” “We
are fed up with you."”' Already it has
become the watchword of the reform
movement.

"You cannot fight the establish-
ment and be part of it at the same
time,"" he said. “This is semi-
guerrilla warfare."

Sharaga insists no real progress
toward reform can be made unless
deadlines are set by law for comple.
tion of the deliberations of a
presidential commission on reform,
the Knesset's debate and vote on the
options, and elections under a new
system.

Otherwise, the old system "‘could
survive for decades,” he warned.
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