THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

MS-763: Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman Collection, 1930-2004.
Series E: Sermons, Speeches, and Writings, 1933-1959.

Box Folder
10 11

Early speeches. 1933-1937.

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the
American Jewish Archives website.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
513.487.3000
AmericanJewishArchives.org



; % Page 1. _Tz!
: THE JEW IN LITSRATURE |

Vhen we survey the great body of Jewish literature, we find

that in the main part it is composed of works of religious nature.

The treasmre house of Jewish literature {$§ filled with religious

tomes. It is only a natural result that a people of religion, as

we have been termed, should create religious literature.

The first and greatest of all the works, the Book of Books,
the Holy Bible, as the most influential, and the most important,
naturally heads our list. As Zangwill, the novelist, 2:§eaaid=
"Beside this one book with its infinite editions...all other lit-
eratures seem 'trifles light as air.' * If all else should be des-
troyed, the fame of the Jew in literaiure could rest on@his one
creation alone. We have been termed the people of the ook, and,
according to Heine, "it was Mohamet who named the Jews the 'Feople
of the Book,' a name which in eastern countries has remained theirs
to the present day, and is deeply significant." "The Eible thorouwghly
known is a literature in itself--the rarest and the richest in all
departments of thought or imagination which exists," remarked J.A.
Froude. A most beautiful compliment and an excellent description of the
Bible i8 offered us in the words of verses 24, 28, 29 of Ecclesiasticus.
“"There is none that hath ever made an end of learning it, ani there is
none that will ever find out all its mysteries. For its wisdom is
richer than any sea and its word deeper than any abyss."

Te mEEL N0t e lwwe onowsh o ews Swmke—ee for C. entirdly
another of the priceless pieces of literature which enhance the beauty
of éEZ §§22f‘-rhe Talmud," in the words of Yary F. Robinson, “which
was as a second life to the men of the Ghetto, was not only a book

of philosophy or devotion, it was a resevoir of national life; it was

the faithful mirror of the civilization of Babylon and Judea, and, at
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the same time, a magical phantasmagoria of all the wild dreams, the
fables, the legends, the scraps of science more or less exact, the
reveries}:%he audacious theories discovered by the Wandering Jew i&n
his endless travels. Every generation of Judiasm has accumulated its
facts and fancies there. Even the Bible itself did not come so close
to the daily life of the Ghetto as did the Talmud and the VMishna. The
Bible was a thing eternal, apart, unchanging. The Talmud was a daily
companion, li¥ing, breathing, contemporary, with a hundred remedies
for a hundred needs." As Emanuel Deutsch says, "The Talmud is the
work which embodies the civil and canonical law of the Jewish people,
forming a kind o supplement to the Zible---a supplement such as took
1,000 years of a nation's 1life to produce. It is not merely a dull
treatise, but it appeals to the imagination and the feelings, and to
all that is noblest and purest.”

During the Ilfiddle Ages we have the numerous codes, the most
important of which is the "Yod Hachezakah," a codification of the
Jewish Law by Moses Maimonides, the interpretations and commentaries
on the various books of the Law, and a number of philosophical treatises,
including the famous "Guide for the Perplexed," and the works of
Jehudah Halevi. Also during this period were written the hundreds of
commentaries on the Bible which are so enlightening and Yaluable.

1t is very easy to explain this prominence of religbéus works
in our literature. The Jew has constantly been persecuted. Even in
this modern day and age, he is undergoing trial in Germany. The only
source of solace, the only salvation for his tortured soul has been
his religion. He has turned to it instinctibely in his moments of terror.
It is only natural to expeect that any form of literary expression should
take the form of religious expression. Whatever Jewish genius flourished
during the dark days expressed itself in religion.

We must also realize that the life of the Jew, in persecution and
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in those rare, peaceful moments when he is not hounded by his enemies,

is inseparably bound up with religiongHe gave the principle 6f momo=-

theism to the world.(The Jew is the founder of =211 religiony He intro-

duced the conception of complete faith in one supreme being. The presence
of the Bible in the rank of Jewish literature, lent itself adimirably

to the commentaries and interpretations which form such a large bulk

of the main body. The orthodox Jew frowned dissaprovingly on fiction,
calling it an unsubstantial thing, and an unreal thing. To our fore-
fathers, m work which did not deal with some serious problem, which

4id not teach a moral lesson, was not worth reading.

Accovdin{ Mae Abranams emwe, "Rabbinism was a sequel to the Bible, and if,

like all sequels, it was unegual to ég; original, it nevertheless shared
its greatness. The works of all Jews ame up to the modern period were

the sequel to this sequel. Through them all may be detected the unifying
principle that literature in its truest sense includes life itself} that
intellect is the handmaid to conscience; and that the best books are
those which teach men how to live. This underlying unity gave more harmowy
to Jewish literature than is possessed by many literatures more dis-
tinctively national. The HaxigJ'Righteouaneas delivers from death,’
applies to books as well as to men. A literature whose consistent theme
is Righteousness, is immortal.”

In modern days, with more or less the emancipation of the Jew, we
find Jewish writers in every country enriching the secular field of
literature. The Jew §8 making a name for himself in Russian literature, -
English literature, German literature, in fact in literature all over the
world, It is interesting at this point to note the number of Jews who
have won the Nobel Prize for Literature. From these statistics it would
seem that the place the Jew &s occupying in world literature is rapidly

becoming more prominent,
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The winners of the Nobel Brize in Literature were Paul Heyse, a half-Jew,
a d#ew man witﬂﬁ Jewish mother, Henri Bergson, a world renowned philoso=-
pher, and Grazia Deledda, an Italian-Jew. When we take into consideration
the minority of the Jewish race, and 3he other extenuating circumstances,
we can see the excellence of this proportion.

With the rapid rise of a nationalistic feeling in the Jewish world,
we find the creation of two streams of modern literature. These can be
classified as a growth of Yiddish and a growth of f\ebrew. Both these
divisions are strictly secular in uﬁtﬁin. Some really great literary
figures have been created by ihe'?iédiah.nnvunau& It is to this effort
in Jewish literature that ve owe“Peritzg Bho&&d&@;uiehﬂug a humorist
of such standing M ‘hq has 'begn called the .Tuiah ¥ark Twain, and
Sholom Asch, one of %mﬁutof novelists. Besides these, we also L
have in the new Yiddish literature plays of g:é'at literary merit and valia
We have the Dybhuk, Yoshe Kalb, and "God of Vgngeﬁ;ce, by Sholom Asch.

Yecons -
These plays have bheen translated and‘hsve -

famous.

Gntﬂ:ﬂiii.n.iiy-huawg-gqgt[)
There is also a sigﬁ*ficant Hebrew literature wﬁich sprang up and
flourished in Fastern Durope with.the imceptioh of the Jewish national
movement idea. With the exception here.and there of a Tchernichofsky,
who is purely a pagan poet, most of th; writers and poets wrote national -
literature. This literature was enriched by the works of such writers
as Bialik, Brenner, Shnaver, and Frischman,:ggoae works are studied in
advanced Hebrew schools all over the world and in Palestine. Today there
is a iremendous literary development in Palestine. There is a new book
printegrzzery day cwesr meewe,
The outstanding figure in the new Febrew field is Bialik, the inter-

nationallly known poet. He has again made of Hebrew a language that may

peuTet U SwRYy
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be used to sway the world. His works are known the world over, and it
is through his genius and herculean efforts that what has been termed
the most beautiful and expressive language in the world h:: again
coming into its own. He came very near to receifing the Nobvel Prize
for Literature, and is nov aaee writing scholarly resemrches.

Here in America and also abroad we have at present writers of i
exceptional renown, but their works are not conducive to the creation
of a strictly Jewish literature. Ludwig Iewisohn, famous for his
“"The Island With%p,“ and other works, aad Irving Fineman, aithor of

"Hear, Ye Sons," '!Q;hﬁqi are striving

-

',“,ﬁ'__oricnn 1iteratnre. In Eunﬁyo_,w hus Feuchtwanger

in Germany, Zang " hEn,gland. and m&‘m& in Prance, succeeding

to create a Jewi{

in creating an : sh '8 A _
_"!..‘7‘ g i g L F E y - h-‘\' =) ‘

But the greateat'fﬁfﬁfe'?br a dimiiens &ist!ﬁﬁ%fiefj*ﬁfiginal and unique

-

and completely Jewish 1t$erature lies, of courae-!n Palestine, as the
e S T R indicate. Even Tchernichofsky, the purely pagan
poet of the Russian Ghetto days haagﬁhanged.hda style of a violently
antagonistic attitude %o things traditionally Jewish, and has begun to
write a new poetry whiéh'reveals his awakened fééiing for his traditional
rast and his hopes for a great Jewish 1'm;um.-

During his travels, Tchernichofsky once found himself standing deep
in thought in a tumbledown Jewish house of worship imn Theodosia, which
insinukfed itself into his heart like a "chaste legend told by a grand-
rother." He caressed with his eyes every mark le”t by the passage of
time on the walls, the ceiling, the worn floor. It was as if he longed
to embrace all the generations thst had for centuries prayed there. A
maternal voice seemed to whisper to hims

Peace unto thee, my son! Hasf thou too come back?

During these hundreds of years I have seen many
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and merit, the Book stands practically unsurpassed, and the value .

of its theological discussions have stood the test of the centuries.
. The story of the Book is so interesting and valusble that it merits
| /- being repeated.
The significant action of the drama, for th?ﬁ story of Job
1 prhin .
has often been clasesified as a drama, takes place im the spirit of
s : X e T
-.J?‘o‘bh The plot is of the simplest, dbut the thoughtgand reasoning ﬂ' ot
profound and sub: 42, 5atan ’Ermﬁd
] power by t astness of Job, -
i a man loyal and b God, a - %ous and perfect, whom
of his children ani all his poss {Kis faith in the d<=ime
wisdom of God r s urshalen, wemssmr. ?’his second trial, he

As we stricken with aipaim RadlatP o1 Bt Whin diednse. As he F5ts
alone and forsaken, ‘& 4

g to #4E1t him and console him,

L™

. 3 ) ,— 4 . .
Tor a'even\%{.nd nightg !they al? sW\?nf--a.ilqnce., and then
Job apeaks and -cﬁraeét%m nrl' s.}.’,%h_ﬁﬁd srays for death, - .
: . ') E:7 . _ B |
The first of the Khree 'ﬁﬁghng\” him, and thus begins a debate J
which coneists of speeches ‘t/jr téa frienis and of answers by Tobe - '-I‘

Job's friends stand firm on the

the righteous and punishes the wicked. Hence, Job, who has been |
afflicted, must have sinned in some way, But Job lmows bstter. He ‘
knows that he, who is upright and innocent of all sin, has teen

y eml.ly miehe‘d.jzl_‘y‘? is the question he flings at God and man. ,‘ 3 -_J

The stéry sweeps on to a smashing climex in which the veic.e‘-.bgg'- ,I"f
. . -
_God speaks to Job out of the storm. But no clear and definite answer )

:{to:$ﬁha§£nntion comes from the Voice. What Job hears — = e
:

. e H "
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is a series of iguestions which overwhelm him with a sense of kis

ownl insignificant nothingness beside the incomparable zaight and

{

doe Lo )
guprems majesty of. God. The Voice redue* <3 h

of ypenitence Ly aa}_si..g Job who ¥

- Vanirit
A Tevolution mow takes place in the s o Job. His guestions

are still unanswered, his problem is still unsolved,; dut ‘_u.i's soul is

at peace. Hg acceptance

.and:res:t- nim, in-
return, streng longer torn and
troubled., AW | author returns
from His suBli: restored to

health and SpRor he lies ¢

to accept unq,t;eef&on-ing Falian 't odayiceds the oﬂmfor: -
religion as He ”!;a.-;i.ngver .!xfsesie 1t bafo*e.&’ toﬂay needs ﬁw
absolutely unquesti,d f 'es-wh‘!ch Job zcquired as he hos
neaver neac‘ledﬁ bhafore. mg }h ia\nseeasary for the very lLav of

man's moral soul. The qtmation ‘as-mot been anawered and it &8 not
within the scope of man's limited intellect to answer £, E&n“?’t
therefere acquire faith, sufffipreme, unswermwble faith if he is to L
retain any Belief at all in God, We can only hope that some dafh‘-m
will deem it advisable fc answer our problem and supslr the Juat:iticstim
of our faith in Eim, btut until then, we mmet find faith and cheriuh : % -
a8 the only th*.-'f:g‘ wl&ieﬁ can preserve the réligious, the moral, the -

spirftual sides of our existence.
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When we begin to make a defailed investigation of the
latest fad--Technocracy--we find, to our aurp;iae, despite
the prevalant ballyhoo about its being the realization of
the Utopian dream to do away with unemployment and to re-
construet our sccial and political structure--despite these
thipggs we find that it has some very evident and very bad
fallacies. To begin with, we find that in Technoecracy there
is not one new idea. The theeries of ¥'. Scott--the head
Technocrat-=are all uaarfgipﬁiw.'

. In “The Nation" for the week of February

lary 1, there is an
excellent arﬁéi‘e‘. by Henry ﬂ”aa'g_imt on Technoeracy. Fe tells
how Mr. Scott's iﬁﬁﬁb_ﬁﬁiﬁﬁiﬁﬁéﬁhfﬁi measured in energy were
derived from books pqﬁiféhéajfnligéﬁ by Dutton Co. His idea
that the country ought toibe rum by engineers and techniciams
as well as his averqiﬁﬂ tp;ﬁﬁg p@éégﬁf complicated “price
system” are clea:ly'defiweéjgxﬁgga'bdok "The Engineers and
the Price Systemy¥ by Veblen, published in 1921, His theory
of overproduction gneshaek:tb-xhr1~ﬁ§fx. who borrowed it

from Karl Rodbertds, who-published it in the 1840's.

We could go on and pick evry one of Scott's "new" ideas
to pieces, but suffice it to say that if there is a new
thought in his whole repetoire of theories and ideas, we
have failed to find it, Therefore his only excuse for or-
ganizing such a group of men--and women too--with such ideas
would be if he could find a2 practical way of adapting his
theories to our whéle structure, economic, political, and
social, so that they would do some good, or if he could give

statistical proof of the worth of his ideas.



(2)

He has very disc:eetly said nothing of how he expects
to effect the change. After all, they can't expect to go up
to the politicians and captains of industry and say, "Come
on boys, you're incompetent; we're the ones with the brainsg;
hand over the country to us." It is easy to see that there
is no feasibility to this method, yet this is apparently
what they intend to do, for they have said nothing to in-
dicate that they plan to do otherwise.

His figures are also eiﬁégnalx i nagecurate. The Tech-
nocrats tell us that "a phniag#aﬁh of a modern steel-rolling
mill in full operagion vm:m 2 Iwge ‘plant without a
human being in sight." Ihe.inpiication of this is that the
progress of the machine I;:a.a ‘bbeu displacing men from the
steel industry af zn aﬁpaliinguratﬁ. It has been found, by
consulting census figuréé, that in 1887 there were in this
country 24 steel workers for éieryﬁlo,ooo of population,
while in 1929 there were 32:steel workers for every 10,000
of population.

The Teéchnoerats: have stated that one man with a machine

°$Lﬁou1d produce 9,000 times as many electric-light bulbs as he

could by hand in 1°14. Mr. Simeon Strunsky, in an article in
the New York Times Sunday magazine section, has shown, again
by the simple process of looking up official figures, that
machinery has increased the rate of productivity not ¢,000-
fold, but only 30-fold. In other words, Technocracy has over-
stated the electric-light bulb situation 300-fold.

The Minneapolis flour mills, the Technocrats tell us,

turn out 70,000 barrels a day per man. ¥Mr. Strunsky finds
that figures at Washingtonshow that in 1929 ve produced in
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this country 154,000,000 barrels of flour. At the alleged
Minneapolis rate, this flour could have been produced by the
labor of seventeen men. Actually, the milling dndusiry em-
ployed in that year 27,028 men. The discrepancy there is
enormous, and Mr. Strunsky finds a similiar error inm Tech-
nocracy's figures for the brick industry. In this phase of
the Technocratical errors we could also go on practically
indefinitely, but there ‘s no sense to that. We have proved
conclusively that slI'Scatt“aifigures are inaccurate, and we
have also been cunvtnséa tha£ﬁhgﬁhaa no zenaibie plan for
bringing about ﬁba“dhﬁﬁbe ﬁhemiﬁy the
are going to take over the White House. Thus we zrrive at the
conclusion that Scott and his Technocrats have done nothing

'T*ffars and technicians

to help solve dhr'ﬁréséntLﬁroﬁiéméi

However, for the sékgjdf argnmenf, even though there is
nothing about the.idea ﬁﬁiﬁh*iB‘Soﬁtt's. even though the
statistics of ‘the party are wrong, regardless of the fact
that he has no plan to get his party 1n.power, we will answer
his points. Let uQ first derussitechnological unemployment--
the alleged existence of.ﬁﬁich ia the basic reason for the
formation of his party. ¥r. Scott himself, in Harper's
Magazine for January,asserted that since 1918 there has
been an increasing net decline in employment in the country.
HEis statement is as follows:

"A careful examination of available statistical infor-
mation reveals that the high point in the number of workers
employed in this country in all industries was reached in

1912 and has with fluctuations declined more and more rapidly
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since that time."

W Now if we concentrate our attention omn factory employment
?Pgione, this apoears to be true. But it becomes increzsingly

doubtful when we survey the whole field. James S. Thomas, in
an article in the "Nation's Business," quoting Department of
Commerce figures, has pointed out that while 1,257,000 men

had been displaced from industry, agriculture, and railroads
in the period from 1920 to 1928, this decline was more than
offset by the employment in the same period of 2,727,000 men
in occupations such as the gu&gﬁqﬁ;ieymaauﬂﬁgy; insurance,

barbers, teaghqrsl-gaaig Iﬁduiftjjﬂf;

tion-picture industry,
and any other number of other employments. These figures orove
that as a general ﬁhiﬁgnsfﬁnﬂﬁiﬁiéa when Scott says techno-
logical unemployﬁérﬁt"‘be'éé.n,‘ up tér"l'ﬁé'a,:?&:sﬂo;ﬁe up-grade.,
Even without the peh§ﬁhyfigﬁg§B of employment, we still
have the significahtﬁbéfdmétyr'ﬁf wage-rate figures. In a
table compilei from government ftﬁﬁres, we-find that in the
whole period of twenty-seven years betweén 18220 and 1817, the
index of real earnings~moveﬁ up and down within a range of
eight points; but in the-ten-year.periad beginning with 1918,
the very vear set by Howard Scott as that in which technological
unemployment at a rapidly-increasing rate set in, in that
period the index of real wages rose within a range of 28 points,
a rate with which we have no comparable record.
It is another contention ~f Technocracy that machines are
gradually putting men permanently out of work, and that soon

they %ill ruin the structure of our precent civilization. Let

us see what the answer of orthodox economics has been to this
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contention that machinery displaces men. It admits that it may
do 8o for a certain period and in a specific industry, but never
permanently and over the vhole field.

Hachinery that displaces men also radically reduces costs
of production, ani re’uces them roughly in proportion to the
percentage of men it displaces. If the demand for the product
for which this labor-saving machine has been invented is elastic,
that is if cutting the price will increase the guantity demanded,
then cutting the price in half would double the quantity in
demand. Therefore, though half the labor force would otherwise
have been laid off, it will be retained or re-employed to make
the additional guantity. _ :

If the demand for tae product is inelastic, that is if
cutting the »rice iﬁ’ﬁalﬁ do&ﬁ n&i'ai all increase the guantity
sold, it will still remain true khat buyers, by having to spend
so much less for that article, will have left over that much
more to spend on.all other artidiéa; and epher industries, con-
sequently, on ihich the money Jeft over frﬁm the cuir-in-half
product is spent, wiil do a Diggex buéfneas, will have to emplov
more men, and thus labor “dropped from the industry into which
the labor-saving device has been introduced are absorbed by some
other industry.

For instance, to clarify, if a new, labor-saving machine .
is invented and used in the Ford automobile factories, the cost
of produeing a Ford auto is lowered and the price which the
buyer must pay is naturally lowered. With a lower price, an
article like a Ford car would have a greait increase in the

quantity which is demanded. If mnore cars are nesded, more men
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will have to be set to work running these machines, and so
regardless of the type of machine invented, if the product
is a good seller, the men will have to be taken on again.

If the product is not a good seller, it does not make
any différence either way. Let us take a hypothetical, though
utterly ridiculous case, pink shoe-laces. Not many nairs of
pink shoe-laces are sold. If a new machine is invented to
produce pink shoe-laces at one ﬁalf the price they formally
were, that would be very nice, but still most people do not
indulge in pink shoe-laces, aﬂifgﬁ'rqgayéiggﬁﬁéf the decrease
in price, there would be praeti‘eally no increase in the
quantity on demand. )

On the étherQﬁandgaéll_ﬂhﬁﬁaugkép}e-ﬁhﬁwéb buy pink shoe=
laces, have the pther half of the money which they formally
spent on pink shoe-lages to-;véﬁd on something else. This extra
is sunk in another product, ﬂﬁ&éh.ex@anda and increases. Men
are needed to supply tha*inﬁﬁﬁié&ﬁ'demanﬁggrown up in other
industries, and the men laid off by the:pink shoe-lace factories
are absorbed by otheér concerns. Thus we see how the cycle
works, and we come to the conclusion that machines do not lay
men out of work permanently.

Finally, let us discuss one mocre aspect of Technocragy--
figuring values on the standard of energy. They propose to
abolish not only the gold standard, but the whole "price system,"
and to rate everything in terms of energy. Mr. Scott says that
a dollar is worth so much today, so much more im 1900 or so
much less in 2000, that the buying power of the dollar is

variable, and its value is diff=rent at different times.
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‘There operste in the world todey some 60 or &2
.
=]

.*hgyeraign Powers, esch one of which cleius for itself st

fbaat the theoreticsl risht to &ct independently &nd to
essert itself sccordine to netionel discretion. In this
spperently democratic world structure there is the gsreetest
disorder: constent friction which is &lwsys & potentisl
threast of wsr, incressing ecomomic rivelry which hes led
to so much of the misery we see &round us, After studying
this situstion for-s&v;rsllyeﬁfa, and pereeiviﬁg;éuch things
&s netionsl honor eénd prestige, which have provokei netions
into wer; nationsl eanaciongﬂiéég which hi8 ctused Hitler
to sgitste for the imclusion of 61l Germsns within & netionsl
territory &nd Lussolimi “to shriek for & olsce in the sun;
end finelly nstionsl spirit quitihtﬁeal pstriotism, with
which the Jap&naae'ngtional-religinn._sﬁinto. hes even been
inculested, so thet the Jepénese uen dcems it an honor to
die on the bstilefield for hi§ country - beyine studied snd
perceived &l1 these nenifestétions of nationslisw &nd
chsuvinisn which sre so brutel &nd ancivilized, the intellizent
young pen of todsy, if he does mot choose to be s complete
cynic, must begin to think in terms of internstioneélism, of
sone sort of idesl brotherhood of netions, in which nstionsl
borders would diseppecr, or 1f they must exist, be unfortified
so thet & pesceful interchenge of nén's zoods snd services
counld tske plsce in sn stmosphere of friendly tolersnce.

]l 8m sn internstionslist even &t the expense of losing
ny individusl identity, my Judesism, for 1 sm not inseversbly

connected either with the ritusl or sentinent of Judsisn,
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When the time comes to mske 8 choice between nstionsl
loyslties end internstionsl ones, my idesls would direct
me to the lstter., Yet precticslity dictetes thet until
the tive for this choice does srrive, we should mske s
conscious effort to preserve Judsism d4s 8 nstionsl culture -
8 nstional culture, mind you, for the Jews heve contributed
so overwhelmingly to the culture of the world, in proportion
to their netionsl size, thet they should be meintsined &s
&n entity so long &s & nationsl system exists om our plsnet,

Aud this curious snomsly, this apptrtht'pnzidax in oy
position brings us to the point &t hsnd - "Whither Judsism?"
1 feel that until the time comes when the Jewish nstion
should submit its nstionsl iﬁdqunﬂencﬁ sud existence to
the idesl of internetionslism, thet independence should be
preserved. The ressons for this we need not 20 into - we
&1l feel & spiritusl emnd cultursl, ss well &s religious
closeness to the trsdition inm which we hsveé been stecped -
it is enouzh thet for the sake of this comfort slone we
should be willing t)> work for Judsism up to the point when
we &re willing to turn it over to some internstionsl committec,
None but the most extreme ideslist will deny this.

The guestion thenm logicslly poses itself - whet is the
best wey in which to preserve Judaism, whet is the bhest
technioue Lo keep us sefe from the constsnt sttecks tsking
piace sgsinst us in the world todsy? The Zionists offer one
solution, the Assimilstionists offer snother. Appérently
the lstter should be more to my likines, since if the Jews

greduslly lose their identity (&ssuming that they were &£llowed
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to), thet will mesn one more nstion, s such, wiped off
the esrth., Yet 1 do not feel thst wsy, &8s 1 heve ststed
before. The Jewish nstion, or rscisl sroup, csnnot t&kse
the lesd in the move towsrd internstionslism - it would
weet with no success, snd would be sble to influence mno
other netions to follow it, Until the movement for inter-
netionslism becomes widespresd snd 1looks capeble of finsl
éonsummattdn. 1 went Judsism td remsin intsct, It is s
cuestion of-ﬁenlp*o-i_‘i‘fi'i! v. Ideslism.

The 4ionist n‘ioagia? heving the Jews gather in one
plsace, whiqh_can-a?ﬁfﬁ'lionriah'ﬁa & center of Jewish unity
end influence, ;nd;khich gen drew to it &s & haven “ews
from persecuted eress “in the world, is & 2pod ides. I do
not szree with théiﬁipais§§,3hqweveq;lth§$;f&leatine is
such s plsce. It iﬁx@poLaﬁsLL, unﬁéfew gnd lsrmely berren,
to suzzest but & fe;~§?i%he ¢1ff1g¢tties. It is periectl;
anderstsndshle how ?alestine, &s the oriziﬁﬁl homelsnd of
the Jews, would be the first choice, yet Pslestine does not
seem to me 10 be the best ‘place, from sny point of view,
economic, socisl, militery, or politicsl, where the Jews
could hope to survive &nd prosper.

We Jews sre peculisr end individusl from the sspect
thaet where we sre, there exist our institutions. In other
words, we sre not people of & stetionsry cherscter - we sre
drifters, end thus we do not hsve buildines or cities, s
locelized lesngusge or & form of movernment, which serve to
keep us loysl to one spot. The only exception to this is the

soil of Pslestine, which hes become sscred to the memory,
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but thst is somethine which could be sscrificed. Where s
Frenchmen is, there is not Frsuce; yet where & Jew stends,
there does stsnd Judsism, for he hes his heritsge &nd his
institations, his Tslmund snd his lsnpusee within hinmself.
Thus Judéism exists everywhere, while Frence exists only s&s
thet plsce in Zurope, geogrephically definsble hetween Itsly,
Germsny, Spein, Belgium, etcs

Anywhere, then, where treels the Jew, is his nstionsl
feeling, snd the ohject simply is to pick out the best spot
for him to settle, from sll rbiidﬁal considerstions, Judsism,
1 feel, will exist end flourish in whatever plsce is sclected,
deny hsve seid thst fustralis is & very logicel possibility,
tpd it will serve our purpose to exemine -thet lsnd ss typicsl.

One criticism thet is psrticulsrly pertinent, coming &s
it does from Jews ésfweii”as from Christisns, is that we sre,
end hsve become, in genersl, too uwben, too tied up in society,
too concerned and-tao intrusive into sll the fields of en-
desvor. A dictstor 1m South Emerice recently issued s dccree
thet he would sllow the Jews to reme&in in his lsnd only if
they sll left the cities snd becsme fesrmers, 1 =m not
ettewpting to justify or refute this conception - its evalus-
tion &8s true or fslse does not concern us for the moment,
The fect remsins thst this comment does exist, snd msny hsve
eslled for the Jews to return to Thoresu's "simple life’, thst
life which the sncient Hebrews once prscticed. I1n Austrslis
sn sgricultural economy could be developed, perh&ps under
government subsidy, perhsps under privste subseription, but

en economy different fronm the complex industrisl snd umercan-

tile one into which the western Jew hss crown. In Austrslis
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there would be no fesr of physicsl violence or militsry
&ttscks: in Austrelis, there is lemnd, room for expsnsion,
room for &s meny Jews &s would want to cone there,

There is no tipme snd there is nothing further to be
gs8ined by continuing slongs this line. It is purely hypo-
theticsl, Austrslis could be nemed Country X ss fer ss
selecting eny sctusl examplg is concerned. Amd the incidentsl
problems, such &s e_ngs{n#aﬁ-@a in the young generation & love
for the new lend instesd ﬁt 3 Love for Palestine , could
£lso be well tske:n eaﬁé of”hr experts. Hitler hes lesrned
how to enthuse the yoﬁtﬁ - we Jews could produce someone &s
clever &s he is, 1 in&éingﬂ .

To summerize thq_mgin pgints - 1 believe that no nstion
should exist &g such. While netions 30 exist, however, there
is no resson why the Jewish netion should not bef given sn
ecusl chsnce to floarish, Palgstine,is though, is not the
plece where the Jewish netion ¢8n expsnd, despite & sentimentsl
connection with end &affection for the lesnd. Some other plsce
shounld be selected, pursl,v from the point of what edventsees
it hes to offer, snd negotistions besgun for some sort of
srrsngement, The precticsl problems of compromise snd finsl
settlement, of whet type of government esnd whst sort of ststus
for the Jew, slong with the msny other questions which would
@rise, sre no more di-ficult thsn those which confront us in
Pelestine todsy.

'Whither Judsism?"™ should be snswered by the sloesn,

‘Bsck to the Lsnd - but not Pelestine.”
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