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fiADIO BRO~ OOAST A uat 14, 1944 

Rsbbi Herbert • riedm~n 

Tonight, Jeuisb nen nnd omen scattered over the ~ace of the 

entire 5lobe re busy 1th U1eir rn-ep mt ions f or the coming 1.1€)1 

UolyCJ . s . T is Sunday n1Bht , Septer.lber 17, is the eve or the 

l e Yeer - ona uring the next ten dB.ya af'ter t he :ew Year t here 

is e period ot penitence cu.lminetin , in the solemn end sacred 

D y o f A tonec.ent . 

These t~o aays end the nnriod ot repentance between them 

represent the high point - the peok or the 1e•ish yesr - end 

on these deys every person or the Je\ isb taith crowds into the 

synagocues end tegples to oo rship . llany places on this earth 

no longer have Any synegocues left - they bAVe been deatroye 

but thet will make no d.itference . 

The hunted enu be ten end broken rigures of the pitifu.l.ly 

rev: Jews alive in Europe ill esther slo';"lly end secretly in a 

dark cave soneubere in the depths ot a Darshy torest, and t here , 

around t he f 11cker1n~ ember s or e fire dlich 111 hardly take 

the chill out or t he cold September ir , these old end tortured 

people ~111 murmur the preyers or their tethers ot encient da1s , 

end will y earn for B New Year which 111 1ve birth to a new 1orl • 
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Or it not in the ~nstelnna or Poland , then some Jens 

\'7111 be found hls Hen Yeor in concentnt1on c nops in ShenGhni, 

uhere tbey ~111 orsbip, huddled close to the berbed ulre; or on 

the stony island of ·edagescsr io b ch ny were exiled by the 

berboriens - or here - or there - or nny plece here Jews are 

round, no matter ho- h rd or bitter is their fate , so long os 

there is life in their bodies they.will hi sper the ancient 

ritu ls or their people • 

. e here 1n this reet end beeut11"ul lana 111 have our 

syne ogues , and we uill gather for the Ne Yesr amid tbe -

peaceful circumst r:ces of sn limerioe 1bose proucl tred1t1on 

helps to tu1ld , rether t n to destroy houses or r-orship . 

The Year to be bom just s te nithts hence is number 5?05, 

supposedly corresponding to the t1 e when the .orla was o ested -

f i ve thousand , seven hunared ""no. .tive • ettrs ago . This date 

1tsclt is unlmportnnt, except insorar es it teaches us e funda

mental i"ect ti bout the eanin of the Hew Year . 

Accordin to the traditions of our R bb1s , Nen Ycsr ' s-D y 

is the birthdoy of the Tiorld--tbe birthdey or the orl • On 

this dny the uorld W8S born e lon.L tine e o, nnd every year , on 
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this dey , the orl d is born a.11 over ftG in . Such a cono pt is 

ve ·y exciting . mtet it su gests , actunll.y, is thet every year 

hw::mn bel ne::s ere given nother chance to rem ke 8DQ ret'sshion 

t he orld into soaething better. Every year, .hen the orid 

ls sbout to ta s ynbolic&l1y reborn, we people have tbe opportun-

lty to tekc t he infant end mol d h1m 1llto whatever pattern we 

~ ish • 

• ell, ho aucce stul have e been over the thou ends or years 

of recorded history in t 1a job? e .fll.l have the t eelin0 tbet 

some pr ogress toward a bette r life h&s be n .~de , no yet a own . 
deep i n our eerts, .,.,e knJti erfectly well thet we haven 't molded 

t he t orl d into e ver y uonder ru1 ple cc. e haven 't really solved 

very m~ny of the basic problems or aoc1ety. e haven 't eliolnste~ 

poverty nnd · e haven't evolded \18r. by? 

Perhaps t he renson 1s that es -e ople ne haven 't overcoIJe our 

lndivldunl rnu1ts . The mess ge or the Neu Yesr reminds us to 

toke stock of our o n cherecters , to meditate on the n ture or 

huraan l eeks. I~ ~e cannot eli.Unste poverty trom the uorld , the 

reason probebl7 is that too many of us are c;ree y - end if .e 

cannot seem to a oid recurrent wars, the reason probably is thet 



_, 

too JUJly or us are quarrelsome ~n4 map1c1oua and dlatruttal.. 

The world cannot and •111 not beco• better until •e aa 1nd1Ylcl-

uaJ.s show 80lll! 1 proTement. In these days, when we talk about 

•terial reconYenio n ot our manutaotur1ng reaouroea, we aboa.14 

also pey some attention to sptrituel recomera1on of our 

o araoters and our n~tures. 

That ia the •an~ or thl t~ lie• Year a opportunit7 

to remake the ttarl.4• di the buia ef ~·...i .ir1tul. growth. 

The words ot' a t•+ Oeattl.e iltl6lt 1ltllt -. 1ap thia ••age: 

"Declare at I'll t1mea, •ti. wor14 - ~cl tor aJ sake'. 

Do not deolftre, 

share to add aorae iaproTe~•\. tQ aYJJ>l.7 -.ethlng that 1a 

m1asin , And to leAve the wor~4 a little better tor your sojourn 

in it.• 

In the coming year or 5'105, we will haTe a real, not merely 

a symbolic ohsnee at remaking our earth. With the tal1 ot 

<len:lftDY aonetir.le ugrint. the year ahead, An4 the fall ot J'apan 

we hope not more than a year later, we will hen reache4 a 

oroaa-roada in history. Our future deatiDJ' will d.epend on our 

toreslgbt and our underatend1ng ot political. end eoonGlllio 
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trend a. ill we ban peaoe in the 1'uture or orl.d r IIIT 

111.1 ve have rosper1ty or depreaaian! e kDO what we want -

are e •ture enoueh, c1T111~e4 eaout.119 lntell.igeat enougb to 

choose ways end means wb1oh •111 lead u to p•e• Acl pl.ent71 

or ere e going to lose th1 a opportuni t7 too, ancl acblew '"1t 

a holJ.ow Tiotor7'1 

alike - to enawr la hU aa: ••1. A• • htar tM olarioa 

sound or the ~ ~ IA Ulll .,._ ".'! ' .. ' end te pa or 

ot opp eaaion - we are tltril.l.e'e end 1naplred b7 lta cbal.lenging 

no tea to o f'orth ODGe again to the teak ~ building a new wor.14 • 

• 
ay the year a705 bring QDderatendlng to our hearta, br1Dg 

peaoe to this earth, end bring tal.fiU-nt to our bopea tut a 

better *>Oiety ~ill emerge upon earth . 




