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; A Saturday, October 14, 1944 | "

v Wy fr,*ends. I should like to devote the time of my talk this morning to an

¢

1
-

informel report of & trip Ahet I mede last week to the Emerfency Refugee Shelter
at Fort Ontarl:lo, Oswego. I should like to give you as exact s picture as poss=
ible of what I discovered at this refugee sielter, for I feel sure that while
most of us have some Vague comprehension of what hes heppened to Europesn Jewry
et Oswego, we have a feir exrmple of the terrible scope of the tragedy that has
really devastated the s pirit of thet Buropean Jewry. We ha ve heerd a great
deal about the physical annihilation of millions of E. Jews « we have heard how
men, women and children have been brutally sheltered and put to death « but at
Oswego we are given a fair example of what we must expect to find of the remains
of that part of E. Jewry which will be left once the Allies have succeeded in
liversting the continent., And if the 900 odd Jews who are living now 2t Uswego
are to be considered a fair sampling of the rguinn of E, Jewry then I must say
that woe and grief are to be ours, my friends, for Hitler has definitely
succeeded in accomplishing what he set out to do = he has crushed the Jew, he
has destroyed their minds and their souls, if not their bodies, and he has left
spiritless people as a testimony to his immoral brutality.

Seversl of us travelled to oéwcgo together last Sunday. As we apmwr oached
the cemp from the outside, we ssw a huge army czmp €Sonverted into a temporary
shelter for the refugees. Wolking about everything looks quite attractive and
quite hopeful, quite heslthy on the surfece. There are the huge army barracks
which have been fitted out very simply for the people who have been brought to
this cemp; there are the formidable looking adminis trotion buildings, five very
modest kitchens which accommodate about 200 people each, who serve themselves
cafeteria style and there is one kitchen which has been set aside for kosher
purposes exclisively. Besides this we find at the camp two synagogues, one syne
sgogue which is set aside for the orthodox Jewish worshippers, and tie other
synegogue for those of conservative lesnings - and all around the physical
plenty one cen see lots of open land, grown fields, wonderful free fresh air
coming in from Lake Ontario on which the camp is situated. At first glance the

cemp itself seems more thsn suitable to the needs of the people; the physical
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seteup, while it is not exactly luxvrious is more than satisfoctorily comforta

able and I am al;ré it will be made more so as time and efforts are devoted to
its improvement.

While walking sbout the camp one gets the feeling thet he is in attend-
ance &t an international conference. There are all sorts of pecple from all
different backgrounds seeking a new existence in Americs. 951'01 the refugees
here come from all parts of Europe end are of the Jewish faith., Most of these
Jewish refugees speak several foreigm languages and Asince very few of them know
English well, they find that Yiddish is probebly the most populsr and common
medium of expression., I saw quite a large number of young children and women
walking sbout end there were a few patrisrfchal frces of East Europeéesn Rebbis
well dressed in their orthodox garb and sporting their long flowing beerds.
There were young people end old people at the csmp, but what one most missed
and whet was a most obvious lack were representatives of the young men and women
who would be in their 20'%s or 30"s todany - a whole generstion of Jews, those of
my own generation seemed to have disappeared from the face of the earth and here
one senses for the first time a2 sgnificant note of the tragedy that has happened
to European Jewry « a whole generation of virile, energetic, young men and women
seemed to have been destroyed.

Externally, most of the people whom I did see looked well physicelly =
For while although I heard that when they were first brought to Oswego, most of
the refugees were wan and sick locking physically, but ef ter a few months of
reasonzbly good care, they seem to have recuperated scmewhst and except for ther
shoddy, ill-fitting clothing, I had the feeling as I walked about that other
visitors observing the camp might have mistaken me as one of the refugees living
there had they not known otherwise, for physicolly there didn't seem tod be too
great a distinction between the outward bearing of the refugees and the outward
beering of an averace group of American people « other than that which I have ad
ready commented upon « that en entire generation of young people seemed to have
patheticslly disappecared. _

But my friends the great tregedy that hes taken place, and it is o terre

ible tragedy, has not happened to these Jews physice1lly, so much as it hos
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happened to these Jews underneath the skin. For I felt that the soul of this

comp, thet the spirit of this cemp was sick, deathly =and t ragically sick. I felt
that I vas walking around in a word that was completely foreign to me, & world
that was spiritually, morally =nd emotionslly benkrupt. It is a world, which I
am sure you would have found difficult to comprehend, as I found it diff icult

to comprehend, and the only way I believe that I czn give you in any respect
some idea of whet is reslly brooding undernesth the surface of this camp, the
only way that I can give you some idea of what hes happered to these refugees,
to this s=mple group o ZEuropesn Jewry that has lived under the terror of Hitler
during the last few years - the only way that I cen give you some insight into
the inner life of the camp at Uswego, is to report to you in some detsil the con
versation which I had with Rabbi Tz., the spiritual head of the refugee camp.
Rabbi T was & men in his eerly forties #fff I should guess, with a megnificent }¢
heed, a fine black besrd, very brilliant snd dynamic -eyen. truly a noble speci-
man, the refugee Rabbi from Belgium was. T and I walked over to the conservats
ive synagogue and there within the sheller of the synagogue we talked for several
hours - I plied him with dogens end dozens of questions and when ¥. finished
talking, I felt for the first time thet I had some comprehension of whot a
terribly horrible blow had been deeslt to E. Jewry - a2 blow from which they may
never be able to recover.

T. spoke Yiddish to me and while I am no grest Yiddish linguist, I had
no difficulty understanding what he was trying to say, for he was a man who was
talking not with his tongue, but with his soul, and it would only have been a
calloused person who would not have been eble to respond to the ery of T.'s scul
And T, told me in his patient Yiddish, the story of his 1if under the Nazis. Th
story of the way his fellow Jews had to live and when he got thiough telling his
story -« well, I will let youd raw your own conclusions ass to its significsnce by
reporting his words to you now,

T. described his life togne as a Rabbi in Belgium. He made his living

as a diamond merchent, worked on the Bourse for two hours a week in order to

support himself and in order to enable him to conduct his Yeshiveh in Antwerp,
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his Yeshiveh st which he had over 120 Jewish boys and girls. He said that

their life in Belgium was very happy and free and gay until the Nazis moved into
Antwerp, snd the first thing they did was to close down the doors of his Yeshiva
and T. said that when his Yishevah was closed, his noneJewish friends met him
at the gate and grieved with him and said, "You mean we will no longer hear
your young Jewish children singing and laughing and dancing?™ T. told me that
if they grieved at the incipient tragedy imsgine how he must ﬁn felt. T.

lived in Antwerp after the Yeshivah was closed. He lived there more or less in
hiding until the Nazis asked him to work in Todt Camp in a Nazi Iabor Camp. At
the ssme time, he was warned as were other Rabbis and lesders of the Jewish
Commnity by representatives of the Belgium Gov ernmment that to accept an invite
ation to work in & Todt camp “nt“tn‘!_'e- death because it reslly was a subterfuge
for deportation end so T. end his wife decided to fell from Antwerp. They took
some of their diamonds, bribed e smggler to smuggle them into Paris and pald
§5000 in order to get away. In Paris I. shaved off his beard, was supplied
with false papers claiming that he was a Frepch Cetholic which were given to
him by the underground end ne continued to live in Paris as & French Catholie
until the Nazis moved in and occupfied Paris end from then on his life was the
life of continuous flight.

He left the northern part of Paris and fled to the South which was
gtill unoccupied. He fled from the Sguth of ¥rance when that was cccupied and
moved into North Italy where he told me that curiously emough that Mussolini
even though he was a FEXItI{gLX pertrner in Hitler's nefarious war against the
Allies, still had enough decency to shelter the Jews in relatively decent cone
centration camps in the north of Italy. But when Mussolini's hold on the Italinm
Govt began to weaken, when the Allies beganm to win success after success in N.
Africa, Hitler moved in with his Nazi Army and there was no safety fa the Jew
even in Itely. Thousands of Jews were deported from Museolini's camps and he,
T. and his wife menaged to escape once again,

T. fled to Rome and when he went to Rome he did a bold and daring thing.

He moved right in to a home where Itzlian antiesemitic fascist Cestholic induste
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trielists were living end he asked them to give him shelter as a French Cptholic

fleeing from the K-zid. They were takem in by T.'s story and he said thet he
lﬁred in Rome safely for 2 while right in the teeth of his a.s. fos. enemies.

Oge morning - and significantly enough it was 2 year ago teday for T.
remembered that it was on Shebat B'rashet which is the sabbath we celebrete toda
on the morning of S. B. a yesr 2go, T. end ten other Jews were onndué‘_t.ing secret
services in a little room of & building in Rome. During the services, foote
steps were heerd coming up the stairs and before the Jews could flee they were
taken into the custody of the gestapo. T. when he was telling me about this
was almost overcome witi emotion. He said thot he felt that he was meeting his
God, thot his number was up, thot he was finelly completely lost. The Naszis
took him and the others to the Gestapo offices in Rome. And while he was sitte
ing in the office, he said & Cstholic Friest, e padre Benedetti quietly walked
in end sat down among the prisoners. T. imew P. B. P. B. knew thet T. was a2 Jw
"And when the FNazi called . up to the desk to give him his third degree, P. B.
Jumped up and ;;';2"# some very clever -nzpnlatin; and insisting that it was a
mistake and thet T. was really a Cgtholic, managed to teke T. out of the grasp §
his capturers. T. and P. B. fled tc the Vatican where T. hid for the mst of hs
stey in Rome until the Allies merched in end liberated the city,

I asked T. whether a F. B. was a foir representative of the attitude on
the part of the Cetholic Church. He answered with some hesitancy and said,
"That while the Catholic Church and the Uatholic Priests did offer to help the
Jews, too many of them did so with ulterior motives, with a cavanah ra. The Cakh
olie Clergy did offer to support the Jew, but at a price, at the price of conves
gsion. And T. continued by saying that he did not know how many E. Jews saved
their lives by accepting the protection of the Church this way and that question
will never be answered for such forced conversion will be buried in the heart of
those who saved themselves that way. I enquired whether there were any among
the refugees at Oswego who hed resorted to that means for self-preservation, T.

gaid he did not know nor would anyone know because all those who registered as

Jews in Italy when the allies took over will never ever reveal to anyone what
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means they utiliged to keep themselves alive.

At this point I turned our conversatiln into ancther theme. I wmas anxe
ious to find out from 7. whet we as Americons c¢on e xpect from Those E. Jews ko
have survived. Well their common suffering provided them with a symbol areund
which they will unite their destiny? Had their common tragedies given them an
insight into the common future that exists for all Jews? Were these refugees
who came to American, were tngy esger to be Jews, were they proud to be Jews?
Vould they become strong and ardent Jews, of the future? T. locked at me with
sorrowful and hurt eyes. "You do not understand, he said, you do mot really
unde stand what has happened to the E, Jew. HNow can you expect us who have
gone through so much te be the builders of a new Judaism? How can you expe ¢
us Y7 ¥é/¥Me who have g£iYe{ gove tarough so much hell, through sc much horribd
pain and suffering, how can you expect us h. be th w of a new Jewigh
renaissance ? I am Wﬂ. These Jews are filled with doubt. They are cone
fused, they sre shocked beyond comprehension. You expect us to be s.rong Jews?
We are the scme cog we were before, only worse becsuse we are thorouw hly bew:Xé
~ered. Feople ssy to me, these refugees, "Rabbi the bible rells us that God is
supposed to love us thet we Jews are his chosen people, come camy you exzlain
what hms happened to us, why has this happened to us? ®. I could not snswer
them, I can not answer them nor myself for we are a d oubtful people now. Ve
hve- profound tearing doubts residing our heapts. If the future of Judaiem is
to be built on cur shoulders, woe, Woe, woe to that future, for we are, I am
afraid, mortally sick as Jews.

This hurt me more than anything else. I turned my eyes away. BEvery
impossible futility snd trogedy of all was becoming more and more unbecrable.
The surface heelth of O.nto. the heelth of ell &, Jewry was severdy impaired.
There was something terribly cruel snd bitter end sick lying undemesth whate
ever physierl well being there was left. We Jews in Mmerica mey think that
suffering might have brought into the ccmseicusness of the E, Jew whot it has
served to do for the Americon Jew, make us want to go back, snd make us went

to become better Jews, make us went to become intelligent and strong Jews.
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But while the trials of Europesn persecution may have served to awaken our self

consciousness as Jews, it has only served to destroy the deailm on the prt of
E. Jewry to unite themselves any further to their unsha.eable destiny.

I then asked T. where do these people want to go? Do they want to saoy
in Ameriecs, or do you think they would like to go back to Europe, to Belgium,
to France and Holland, if they arc able? And are they strong Zionists, would
they like to go to Palestine? ' |

Again T. look egen more forlorn - Palestine, Belgium, Holland? We don't
know where we want to go to. We don't know where we belong. Sure some & us
would like to go back. Some of us would say thet we want to go to _P;leltine.
some of us might say that we want to go to Be gium or to France or to the
country from which we w re exiled. Thet is what we say. Bet in our hearts I
am afraid that we are Mdfever, homeless, that we are Mgfeverstateless people.
Vhen the wer is over, Belgians, may go back to Belgium, l‘uuﬁ may go back to
Frence, Yugo Slavs may go back to Yugo Slavia, for thet is toeir home. But we
Jews, God knows, where ow home is, « for while Belgium was my home, it isn't
my home any longer. Y. S. mey be some of our homes, but we don't belong there
any more, and Falestine - Palestine is the home for those who have gone there
before this tragedy has happened, but for us here Pal. is also remote possibile
ity. |

Agein my friends, the same note of infinite trogedy, the same note that
these are symbols of the picture of the eternsl Jew. These are true wanderers
lost, believing no one, completely uprocoted and left to wander spiritually as
well as physicslly. I never felt thet I understood the significencd o the Jew
without a homeland until T, described his feelings.

There wes one final ques 'tion which I 2 sked « which was motiwated by the
talk thet some of us here are now hearing about the possibility of offer ing the
Germans a soft peace. I wondered how T. y)f felt about the Germans, am, so I

raised the question, my finsl question, what do you think ought to be dene
with the Germans?
T. turned to me with almest fierce and uncontrollable passion. He ane
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swered my question, but he gave me an answer which I am afraid that I can not re=-

port to you here. He told me stories of things that he saw, of the horrid and
inconceivable brutality that he had witnessed, so horrible, I can not repart it
to you now, for it will only make you as ill, os it mede me ill. But T. ended
up by saying one taing, "Never could I understand as a Rabbi a verse waich I
read in the bible, a verse which says 'And a Molech must be completely obliter-
ated off the face of the earth®, I could not understand how my bible, the s ourece
of our religion could contain a note so vindietive and so brutal on the sw face,
tut now I understand that verse in the bible. I understand whot it means when
the Jews of old said that a molech, the eternal enemy of the Jew, must be come
pletely obliternted. After what tie Germens did to our people, after whet I saw
B the Germans do to the women and children of all peoples of captured lands.
Af ter Jhew i sav them prsctically destroy every Jew they cculd put their hands
on, there is only one thing that _I-um say, I would 1ike to Bee every man, woman
and child, every German mam, womsn and child, I would like to see everyone of
ﬂuhn put to death mercilessly without considerstion without any sympathy. I hate
them all. ,
And so my frien's when I left T., and left Ft. Ontario, I left with a

feeling of complete depression and complete emotional exhaustion. I felt thmt I
had a picture of what had mzned to our European brothers that I had never
understood before. In which a picture of the suffering of the terror and of the
tragedy that they hod gone through. I had seen inside their souls and I was
hurt as they were hurt for they are truly deeply wounded. All the others at the
Ont. camp whom I spoke to briefly gave me the same impression. Iook wekl, they
do, but spirituslly psychologically and religiously condemned, that at this

point they gurely sre.

And so my friends our tesk as Amerian Jews, becomes greater, more
trying and more cnallenging. The future of our people I am efraid rests upon us
exclusively, remains in the hands of Americen end Falestinien Jewry. Ve are the
mes who have tc have new strength. We are the ones whe have to-build up our

numbers. We are the ones who have to carry on and live out our feith. We are
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the ones who have to build up a loving and a proud and a chd lenging irresistibad

Judaims. We have to do thst in the neme of the martyred (murdered) European
Jewry, for E. Jewry has been destroyed and those who remmin have suffered too
much and have been too brutally wounded ever to be able to be a decisive factor
in the near future. We myst never think of looking to E. Jewry for utreng_th in
ndem our people's destiny. We ought to be ashamed if we should look in
that direction. For. E. Jewry hes sacrificed its body, its scul for the sanctif
ication of the name of Isrzel's God snd it now remins wp to us Amerien Jews to
redeenm and to restore and to reclaim that blessed name, and as we do 0 we must
remember that we preserve that blessed ﬂmon the crucified bodies of our broe
thers and sisters and loved omes gl_w- b 4 llnro the t God will give w Americe
an Jews the cowage and thes trength and the imsight to fulfill our task for my
God the price thot we have paid has already been much too greet.





