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I I Saturday, October 14, 1944 

should l.ike to devote the time of my t alk this morning to an ~ frl ends, I 

informal report of a tr~p ~hat I made la et week to the Emertency Refugee Shelter 
l 

at Fort Ontario , Oswego. I should like to give you as exact n picture as poss-

ible of what I discovered at tJlie refusee a .elter , for I feel sure that while 

most of us .bave some vague comprehension of what has heppened to Europet-n Jewry 
..; 

a t Oswego , we llsve a f P1r elt2mplc of the ter?ible s cope of the tragedy that has 

really deva.stl"ted. tbe e pirit of tha t Europe:m Jewry. We ha ve he:->rd a great 

deal about the physical annihilation of millions of E . Jews - we have heard how 

men, women and c~ildrcn have been brutally sheltered and put to death - but at 

Oswego we are giv~n a f nir example o~ what we must expect to find of the r ma.ins 

of that part of E . Jewry . which vill be left once the Allies have succeeded in 

liberating the continent. And if the 900 odd Je't7s who are 11 vi!lg now at Oswego 

are to be considered a fair sampling of tne reusins of E . Jewry then I mus t say 

that woe and grief are to be ours, my friends , for Hitler .hae definitely 

succeeded in accomplishing what he set out to do - he hae crushed the Jew, he 

hae destroyed their minds and their souls, i:f not their bodies , and he has left 

spiritless :people as a testimony to his innoral brutalit y . 

sever nl of us travel led to Oa ego together last Sunday . All we ap.ir oached 

the camp from the outsidt;'• we saw a hue;e army camp f onverted into a teq>oracy 

. shelter for the refugees. Walki ng about ev~rything looks quite attractive and 

quite bope:fu1, quite heal thy on the surfrce . There are t he huge anJJY barracks 

which have been fitted out very simpl,Y fo r the people uho mve been brousht to 

this c smp; there are the formidable looking administra tion buildings , five very 

modest 1d tchens which accommodate about 200 people each, dlo serve themael vee 

o~feteria style and ~ere is one l itcnen which has been eet aside for kosher 

purpoeee exclt sively. Besides this we find at the camp two eyn~gogues , one syn

ogogu.e which is set aside for the orthodox J ewish worshippers , am tiE other 

synagogue for those of coneervati ve leaningo - and all around the physic"' l 

plenty one c cn see lots ot open lam, grown :fields, wcnde~ful free fresh air 

coming in from Lake Ontario on whioh the ca.n:p is situated . At first ~lance the 

cemp itself seems more t hon suitable to the needs of the people; the physical 
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set- up, while it is not exactly lux··rioue is more tha n satisfa ctorily comforte 

ab1e and I am sure it will be ma.de more oo as time and efforts are devoted t o 

1 ts improveme nt . 

'\Jhi le walking a bout the cemp one geta tbe feeling thet he is in attend

ance et an international conference . There are all sorts of people from all 

d i fferent ba ckgrounds seeking a new existence i n America . 95% of the r efugees 

here come from all par ts of Europe and nr of tbe Jewish f a ith. Yost ot tneae 

Jewish refugees s peak severr l f oreign larJguages and ,!since very f ecw of thm know 

English we l l , t hey f~nd t ha t Yiddish is p robably tne moet populor and co?IJTlon 

medium of expression. I eaw quite a lnrge number of young children and women 

wal.ldng nbout a nd ther e were a few patria I'f chal f e ces of East Europea n R3b~1s 

weil dressed in their orthodox ~b nd sporting their long !lowing beards • . 
There we re young people and old people at tbe cemp, but what one ~.ost missed 

and what was a most obvious lack wer e repreeenta t1vea of the young men and wa:nen 

who would be in their 20'e or 30'a to(l"ly - a whole generation of Jews , tho.ee of 

my own genera tion seemed t o have disappeared from tne fcce of the elrth nd here 

one ee nace for the fir s t time a '*'11fieant note of the tragedy thn t has happened 

to European J eury - a whole genera tion ot virile, energetic, young men and women 

seemed to have been destroyed . 

Externa1ly, most of the people whom I did oee looked wel1 physic lly -

l'or while al though I heard that wh en they were fire t brought to Oswego, moe t ot 

the r efugees wore wan and sick iookine ~hyeically, but ef ter a fe~ months of 

rea s onably good c re, they seem t o nave recuperated eomcwha t and except f or th.er 

shoddy, 111-f'i tting clothing, I hnd the feeling as I waiked about tha t other 

visitors observing the onmp might hnve .mistaken me a s one of the refugees living 

there hod the7 not kno'Wll otherwi se, for pbysio~lly there didn't seem t ot be too 

great a distinction between the outwa1 d bearing of the refugees and tm outTilJ['d 

bearing of an aver age group of American p eople - other t.ban tiuJ. t which I have a1r 

r e dy cormnented upon - that a n entire genera tion of young· people seemed to have 

pathet1c~11y disappeared. 

But my friends the gr eat tregedy that has t aken plnoe , ond it ie n terr-

ible trngedy, has not h appened to these Je~s physica lly. eo much QB it h es 
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happened to these JeW& underneath the skin. For I f~l t that the soul of th:is 

cnmp , that the 8J)1rit of this c~mp was sick, deathly and t r agioally sick. I felt 

that I was walking around in n word that wtte completely foreign to me , a world 

thnt was spir1 tually. morally 2nd emotionally b'"nkrupt . It 1a a wo1"ld . which I 

am sure you would :tn.ve found difficult to comprehend , as I found it difficult 

to oompTehend , and the onlY way I believe th.a~ I c en g1 ve you in any respect 

some idea of whnt is really brooding underneath the surface o! this camp, the 

only -;ray that I c en give you some ideo of :hat h:le happened to t.nese refugees. 

to this s:::-mple group ~ .tsuropeo:n Jewry thn t hes 11 ved under the terror of Hitler 

during the last few years • the only way that I can give you some insight into 

the inner life " the cmnp at Oswego, io to report to you in some detail the can 

versa ti on which I hcd w1 th Rabbi Tz •• the epiri tual heed of the refugee camp. 

Rabbi T was a mnn in hie early forties ~I#. I should guess . with a magnificent N 
bead , a fine black beard , very brilliant and dynamic eyes . truly a noble epeoi

man , the refugee Rabbi from Belgium was . T and I walked over t o t.he coneervat-

1 ve syna gogUe and there within the shelter of the synagogue t a lked for several 

hours - I plied him with do•en a and dozens of queationa and when ~. finished 

ta.llcine , I felt for the first time tmt I ~d some comprehension of m a t a 

terribly horrible blow hnd been dealt to E . Jewry - a blo from which they DJ.aY 

never be able to recover . 

T. spoke Yiddish to me and while I am no great Yiddish linguist, I had 

no dif!icuJ.ty understanding whnt he \BB trying to sq , ~or he 1BB a aan mo was 

t lking not with hie to~ue, but 11ith hJs soul , nnd 1 t would only .have been a 

calloused person who would not have been nble to respond to theory of T.•s soul. 

And T. told me in his patient Yiddish, the story of his l.~ under tb.e Eazie. '1h 

story of the way his fellow Jews had to live and men he got thm ugh telling hie 

story - well, I will let you d ~aw your own cone lueions ae to 1 ts eignific .. nee by 

reporting his words to you now. 

T. described his life to tne as a Rabbi in Belgiua. He made his living 

as a diamond merchant , worked on the Bourse for two hours a week in order to 

support himeeli' and in order to el'12ble him to conduct hie Yeehiveh in Antwerp. 
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their l~te ln .Belgium was very happy and 'free and giq until the :Nazis moved into 

Antwerp, end tbe firet tb1ng t.bey dld •s to close down the doors of hia Yesb19fa . . 
am T . said that When his YiBhevah was cloaecl, his noD-IJewiah 'friende met Ma . 
at the gate and grieTftd with him and ssid, •You 2an we will no ~onger near 

your young .Jewish Cb11dren singing and la'Ughing ant dancing?' T. told me that . 
1! they erieTed at the 1nc1i;Ent tragedy 1m:36ine how he :mat ;)lave tel\. T-. 

lived in Antwerp after tne Yeahivah was closed. Re liTed there more or lesa in 

hiding until the Eazis asked h1m to work in Todt Camp 111 a Eazi Labor Oamp. A1 

the same time, he wab warned. as were other Rabbi e and leader a o'£ tl:e .Jewish 

Community by repreaentatiwe o~ the Belgiwa CJar ernment th.at to accept an invit-

e.tion to work in Todt ~mp mean't sure des th; becauae it reelly wae . a subterfuge 

for deportation end eo T. end his 1'11'e decided io f'ell ~o• Antre1'J). The~ took 

some of their diamonds. br~bed a aSJggler to amuggle theJl in to Parie and pald 

~5000 in order to get •11&1'· In Farie 1'. llhaTeCl ott his beard, wae supplied 

with false papers claiming that he ~s a J'reach Oetholia which were given to 

him by the underground and be continued to live in Faria aa a French Catholic 

until the llTazis moved in ?Jld occupj(ieil Parle and from then on his life was the 

life of continuous flight. 

Be left ~e northern part of Paris and fled to the South which waa 

still unoccupied. He fled froa the t:>outb of lf'ranoe w.b.en that was oooupied am 
moved into Eorth Ita1y where he told me tba~ curlousl7 enough that lhlseo1ini 

even though he waa a 'Jtl~IJU. partner in Hitl.er'e net"arioua war against the 

.Allie e, still had enough decenc7 to eh~l ter the Je1r11 in rel.a t1vel:y de cent con

centration Campti in tile north ot Italy. But when JIUaeollni's hold on the Itnlia 

Govt began to weaken, when the Allies began to win eucceaa after success in B. 

Africa, B1t1e: moved In with his llazi Arrq and there was no safety fer the :Zn 

ewn in Itely. 1'b.ousands of Jen were depo~ed from JfLlsaol1n1 'a C2Jll'8 and he, 

'1'. and hia wil"e imnaged to escape once again. 

T. fled to Rome and when he went to Rome lle did a bold and daring thing. 

He moved right in to a home where Italian anti-eem1t1o 1"aac1st Catholic induat-
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triali•t• were living and he askect: them to give .bia shelter a• a French Catholic 

fleeing from the Ji~ s1•. T.be7 were taken in 117 T. •a a tor7 aJld ~e ea~d 'that h~ 

lived in Rome mfel.y for a while righ:t 1n ~e tee'th of hie a.a. f'ea. enem1•4! 

08e aornlng - alid e1gnl:tioantl7 enough it waa a yea r ago today for T. 

remembered that it •11 on Shebat B'raehet whlch is t.be •bbath we celebrate toda . . . . 
on the mornirJg of S. B. a year ago. T. and ten other Jew• were aonduc~lng secret 

•enice• in a little r ooa of a buildillg in Rom. Dsrlq ibe eenioe•• foo'9 

atepe were beard oomlng up the eteire and before the lewa could fi• the7 were 

taken into the custod7 of the ge~'tapo. !. when be was tellillg me about thl• 

was al.Jlloet owroame witn emotion; Be aaicS tbet he felt that be ~· ••tine hie 
• God, that his number :ma• 11p, tat m •• flaa111' oaaple~ lost. The •aai• 

took h1a and the o'thera '° ''be Qeatil.P• on1e•• 1Jl Ro.. And while he WU aitt

ing 1n the ott1ce, be •id 

in and eat d 01111 among be prieonen. ti. lmew J, •• JI. :a. Dew t.he.t T. •a a Zs . . 
And when the Jlazi oalled T. ,. to tile 4e•k to gl-.e hUi bis tllird degree, P. B. 

atter · 
Jumped up and jffl(# eome very olever manlpals tlng ud 111111at1ng um t 1 t _. a 

aiatake and tbat ~· waa reallJ' a Qatholia, ~ to ia~e 'f. out of the g:raep I 

hie oapturere. T. and 1:• B. fle4 to the Ya\ioan -.re T. hid for the •at of ha 

ete7 1n Rom until the Allies ~rahed in anil liberated. the oit7. 

I &Bked T. whether a P. B. w.a a t lr repreeen te ti Te of the attl tude on 

tbe par t ~ the Catholic Ohureh. 1le amwa« with aome hesitanc7 and ea14. 

•filat wh11e t.lle Cetholic Church and the ~&'1i011c Priest• did otter to ~el:p the 

J-, too an7 of tllea 414 eo with ulterior motiT••· wi~ a cavanah ra. The ~ 

olia Ole:rgr did otter to support the Zew, :but at a pr1ce, at the price of OGDTe• 

aion. And T. continued "b7 aaying tbat he did not know how •111' JI. Jm aan4 

the tr liTee b7 aooept1ng the protection of the Church this way and that q"8a Uon 

will neTer 'be answere4 for euoh forae4 conTerelon will be buried in the hem"' t6 

thoae who •ved the.melT•• that ay. I enqulmcl whether there w:re &D7 IBOll8 

the refugeea at 08ftgo who lJed r esorted to that meene :tor eelt-preaenaU•• 'l'. 

said he did not know nor would ~one know beoe.uae all 1ihoae who regietend aa 

J'- in Ita17 men the allies to~ over will never ever reveal to &1J7one wba:& 
• 
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meane they utilized io keep themselves al1ve. 

At this point I turned our conv rsa't1~n into anotbor theme. I as anx-

ioua to find out from ~. "11.at as Ameriocna orm ex_pect from Those E. Jen 

have aurTived. 11 the ii' c O!?ID.Oll eu1'fer1ng 'J)l'OV1ded tnem with a apbol aratllld 

which they will unite their deatiD,Jt Bad their ccm:non tmgediea given them an 

insight into the ocmmon future tbnt exiata f'or all 3'ewa? Were \heoe r fuge• 

who oe.me to .American. were \ h f!tY eeger to b e Jewa. 111u:e t!W7 proud to ibo Jews' 

Would the7 becom strong and ardent Jen. at the f'uturef T. l.ooked et me with 

aorrowf'Ul and hUrt eyes. •You do not uncierstcnd. he said, you do net. real-11' 

uncle stand what bas hiappeJlecl to the E. Jew. How aan you ex~ctl us who have · 

gone through so much to lie \be btallder• of a new iJvOal•t BOw can you ezpe t 

ue 11 H/'1ta who bave '11# gone t!irc>Ugh so mch hell. throUah ao much horribt 

pain end sutteriJJg, how can you expeoi 1111 to n the vnr.im.-1'4 of a new Jeviah 

renaissance ? I am worr194. These J...,. an tilled with d~bt. Tbe7 •• COll• 

fUee4, they m-e shocked be70fld ooqrebendon. You ~eci ua io be a rong Jen? 

We are the sane cs we were before, only worse beo uae we are thoro hl.7 1-w1l1 ii 

ered. Feople eey to i;ie, tmee .refugees, -Babbi iho bible re1ls us that God ia 

supposed to love us ths t we 1- e.re hie Chosen people, come c../ J'OU expl.oin 

What. !Ba happened to us, Wb1 ilae tbie hnppemtd to uat •. l cou1d not answer 

theJ?l, l can not anner them rior ~elf' f'or we are ad oubtfUl people now. e 

have pro:f'oum tel!ring doubts re~ ov henrta. If the future of Judaism 1* 

to be built on our shoulden, e, woe, e to ~ t fUture. for 1111& are. I em 

afraid, mor\a117 sick ae Je\'78. 

Thia hurt IIE more than a117thing else. I turned m;y eyes a~. Eve17 

illlpoes1 ble tut111 ty end tragedy of 1111 was bee omiDg mor e end more unbeerabl.e. 

The eurfooe health of OBtlego, the h 1th of ll n. 'JeV1r7 was eneJ!&y impaired. · 

There was eomethlng terribly cruel and bitter em sick lying undemeatb bet. 

ever ph,yaicc 1 well beina there a 1eri. e Jen in ~r1ca my think that 

auf'fering might bave broucht into the 0011Soiousneee of the E. Jew vhn t 1 t baa 

served to do tor the Amrtoan Jn. 

to become bet.ter zm. mike us t to become 1nto111gen\ and at.rans Jen. 
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oonaelouaneae a• Jen, it baa only eerTed io deatro7 tile cteaire on the ~r'& o'I 

•· Je"flr7 to unite titl~elT•• u7 ~ther '° tbeu unaha eable deat1~. 

I \hen asked '1'. where do tbeae people wam '° go! Do i.be~ want to flt17 

ln A•rica , or do 7ou. think they would lilte to go back to Burope, to 118181•• 

to hence and Holland , it th87 are able? And are they strong Z1on1sta. woulcl 

the7 like to go to Palestine t 

Again T. look epn -:>re f'orlOl'll • Palestine, Belgi.1111~ BollaDl? We don~ 

know where we want to . go to. We don •t know where we be1ong. Sure acne d u 

would 1ike to go Do.ck. Some of us woul1l ~ iG.e t we want to go to PaleaUne, 

aoae of 1111 might say tllat • .a"& te •• \o • gl• er • ....._. o:r to t.iae 

ooantr'7 trca which we w re eld.leil. 9*t 1.• 'lbat we sa7.. .., in our marh I 

.. afraid that we are ~. -.1en. '&lat ft an ~~aiahl•• peop1e. 

When the war ia over, .. la'-• •7 c• Mak to ~1-. .._ .. mq go . lack to 

hanoe, Yugo Slav•._., p )tack 'to ... 8l&Y~ ~er~~ i• -.ir h-• .U w 

Jen. God knowa, where our heme 1•, • ro7 While BeJgi- wu 1111 heme , 1'\ ian•t 

Jq home •7 longer. Y. s. me7 h •• o'f our hmaea. llat we don•t belOJJC tllere 

8ll7 mon, and Faleatine - PaleaUne la iM ACIM to~ ~oae who baw gone there 

ibefore this tragedy haa !laiapened, 1N\ ~or 'Ila here Pal. ta aleo remote poaai'bll• 

1\y. 

Again ~ friends, the aame note o~ illtinlte: ~geq. the aaae nc*e 'that 
. 

~••• are QJl)»ola of the plc ture of 'tl:ll •\erJJB.1. Jew. The•• are true wanderen 

ioat, believlag no one, ooapletel.7 uprot>'\ed and let' to wander aplrltual.~ u 

11 aa pbyeically. I nner felt that I understood the eignificenct* f6 tbe Jft 

i thout a homeland until f. 4eacrlbed hie feelings. 

There waa one final que• tion whioh I a alced - which •• mo'l•ted 'bJ' the 

kllc that 110• of ua here are now hearing about 'the poaaila111'7 o~ ott• U. Vie . . 
el'lmD• a a~t peace. I wonderecl how t . #I felt allou't "the Gernane. 8lli , eo I 

ai•d the question, ..,. final queation, wbat do 1ou 'think ought to be 4one 

th the GermaDB t 

!. turnecl to m with al.,.t fierce and unoontrol.lable pae•lon. Be an-
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._. .. 111J q•n~Oll, ht Jle • .,.. • aa u~ 1*1ola I - ataU. tlla't I - net r-.. 

JOI"" • 70D )19re. .. ~14 • den•• d '~ tbat lle •••· of .m Jlent• ... 

lllo-•lft~1• 'brutallt7 tlla' be Jl8I ws-.. .... •• llenDl.e, I •• ne• .... , St 

\o 7011 DGW, for l\ wl~ o~ .U. 70• • m. a• lt ade • 111. Mt. ••et 
Q 1t7 ~ina oae ~lns. •nar ••1114 I u .. ntalld - a .. ltld a••• 1*1.a I . . 
nd ta Ue ltlltle. a Tel'H w!li~ ••Jll •AM a .. la*_, 'It• acmpJ.etaJi? ottU.U. 

atel oft t.he face et tu ~. I oouU aet ....... 11ow av ltDl•• UlaaOU'94a 

d ow nltchn oould oo•talla a ll0'9 •• Tadletth aat •• -..tai • tlae ....... 

lid DOW I matentan4 ._,Tera• la tile Mltle. I _..rdaal *•'it-• .... 
tile J- et ol.d •1d . 

•r1M-.:itiilllkd Pl'- tbelr ..... 

oa. there 1a onl.7 OD e fl'Nr'I -. ·-

... cll 114, ewr7 Cler I f 1 I * .. •ffl'la•• d 

.._pd to .... ,. •NUeaaJJ Wftao•• o---a•Q aa.e·•t - ·~-· I llate 

a-all. 

And • rq trienc-.a -.. I ~ -.i left ft. O.Wto. l l.tt wl• a 

_..i..-...• ot o_.,iete 4epn•d• 81111 -~--.. ID-1•-"-• I felt Ula\ J 

... a pletue ot ~t, lad ~'flPSd to o -...O:pean '***en Ulat I .. Jana 

111111er••-• ltef'ore. ID wll1oJa a ~•ta- ~- ot De tenor _. ol .. 

,__._ tllat th97 llad gene Ulrallfl)a. i lla4 ._.. ia.Ue -U..11' •-1• ... I_. 

_., •• Ule7 wre lllll't tor tllq an '"ll' ue~ wo'llllll.... AU t:a. otM• at a. 
Id ..... 111aoa I aJH)ke to Wlet~ pTe • tlle - mprenl•· ~ 1Nll ..... 

••• ~ •Pirl\•1~ pe70)&o1-I••~ u4 nlial•118b' ocm41•el• tlla' at tilt• 

.-lilt tba7 aur•l.7 are. 

W eo ~ trienla our 'ad u Aaeri•• .Twl. lt•-• P•ter, _.. 

t17llag aD4 110H oba~nctnc. Tiie flltv• ot •• pe •1• I •• llfnid l'NW .,... • 

-l•iT•~. re-lna ln the band• o~ ~rlee an4 l'alee,iala• ~ftlr7· •an tlae 

••• wb.e 1a-.e to JaTe new •tre.-. 1fe •• U. -• wJlo Jape to · ""111. ., oaJt 

.. ...... .. aft the on•• ........ ,. OUl'J .. -· liT• _,OU talUl. .... 
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the ones who have to build up a loving ond a proud and a chQL lenging irresietib) 

Judaima . We . have to do that in the nanE of' tlle martyred (murdered) Et:ropean 

Jewry. fer E . Jewry has beeD de troyed and those wbo remain have strl"fered too 

much and .have been . too brutally -wounded ever to be able \o be a decisive 1'actor 

in the nenr future. We myst ~ver think of looking to E . Jewry r.or stre~th in 

redeeming our ~ople's ~est1ny. We ought to be ashamed it we should loo.t in · 

tbet direction. -.or . E . Jewry bna s crif"i ced its body, its soul tor thee anctlt 

ication of the name of Israel ' a God and 1 t no reu:aine . up to us .Amerim n Jewa ~o 

redeem and to restore and to reclailll that blesaed name, and as we do ao we lDllB t 

remember that we preserve tha t blessed name on the oruo1fied bodies ot our bro• 
. 

there and sisters and loved ones in Bu.rope. I hope the t God w111 give m Americ-

an Jews the cour-age alid the s treng&h and t.he insight to tulfill . our task for rq 

God the price thnt we hoe paid bas already been •uch ' "o ~at. 




