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Christianity regards "the flesh" ag the cause and the seat of
original gin and therefore condemns the body as evil incarnate and
as opposed and hogtile to the spirit. Judaism, however, perceives no
antagonism between body and soul but proclaims their harmony. For
not "the flesh" 1s evi]l and wicked but only the unbridled concesaion
to its desires. Together with the doctrine of "original sin®,
Judaism also rejectes the notion that the body 1e inevitably and

irrevocably the source and cause of sinfulnese.

' The Jewlsh creed 1s that the body, as well ag the soul, 1s
potentially pure. "Nothing in the human body 1s unclean; all of it
is pure" (Saadia, Emunoth Vedeoth VI, 17).

As the presupposition and loglcal Justification of Jesus' ministry
and sacrificial death, the doctrine of "original sin® ig basic and
central in Christianity, and is accepted as a dogma by all Chrietian
denominations and sects from the most orthodox to the most reformed.

{"-;zéy'hald that Adam's fall transmitted to all future generations of
mankind, t1ll Kingdom come, an inescapable burden of gullt, "original
sin”. Thils load descends on every human being in the very moment he
leaves his mother's womb. There is no escape from "original sin",
and no mortal can free himgelf from it by hies own effort, according to
Christian belier. It is only in "grace", that is to say, in the
belief that God gave "His only begotten son" as a sacrifice for man-
kind's guilt, that the Christian sees the hope of escape from eternal

\L‘jffﬁition and damnation, the penalty for "original sin."

from Trude Welss-Rosamarin,
#Judaiem and Christianity®



Augustine's theology came mainly from the"Eplstles" of St. Paul.
He was at first inclined to tihink that man and God cooperated in man's
redemption; but, remembering his own crises, he came to assign all
power to God. He even held that the falth needed for redemption came
from God. God is the only independent Belng, altogether good. He
createe and maintains whatever goodness 1s in man. Es.n is born in
gin, and lives in sin, Af he lives apart from God; evil is separation

from the good. Man 1s saved by God's election and God's grace; divine

v

election is the only ground of iﬂdlvidual ealéation. The gacraments
of the Church, however, are tﬁa ;hgnnela.orlGod'a grace. Original sin
in infants and non-Chrigtians must be purged by baptism. The Mass
maintains the Christian life. <he Chureh alone administers the

gsacramentes; salvation, therefore, is proved through the Church alone.‘

The Church is the divine Empire, the Clty of God; human empires risge
and fall, but the Church endures. In 445, fifteen years after the
death of Augustine, and nineteen after the publication of his "City

of God", the Emperor recognized the Pope ag not only first in ecclesi-

astical honor, but also supreme in c¢ivil Jurisdiction.

from John Clark Archer, Prof. of Religion,
Yale University, "Faithe Men Live By"

















