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GERMANY - 20 November, 1953

It 1s in the spirit of being capable of forgiveness
that I will attempt to talk tonight about Germany. For there
must be in all our hearts an ambivalence of attitude, involving
on the one hand some measure of compassion for those whose country
8 years ago was in smoldering ruins and on the other some measure
of unforgettable hatred, for those who prior to that time, succeeded
in destroying the proud Jewry of Europe. It is with this ambivalence
that I always revisit that country; it is with this ambivalence
that I attempt to understand its ﬁroblann- Let me, therefore, try
very briefly and compactly tonight totalk about two things; the
Jewish situation and the general situation in Germany which interests

us almost as much.,

The Jewish community of Germany today, consists of the
following elements: in the Eastern Zone, under Russian domination,
there are 900 Jewe. In East Berlin, also, under the same domina-
tion, there are 1500+ In West Berlin, there are 4000. In all the
rest of Germany (the French, the British, and the American Zones)
there are 16,000 Jews. And, in the one DP camp which is still
lef't on the Starnberger See, Bouth of Munich, the camp of Foehren-
wald, there are 2000 Jews. BSo, if y6u take every living Jew, the
total census shows there to be fewer than 25,000 in the country
which once boasted more than £ million. This is the dimension of
the Jewish problem in Germany today.

There 1s no Rabbl in the city of Berlin. None. There

are in all Germeny five Rabbis. There are no leaders. There is



an overall organization called the "Zentral Rat der Juden in
Deutschland" the Central Council of the Jews in Germany. This
has 30 men sitting on it, elected from all the communities in the
country. And these 30 men represent the totality of the leader-
ship of this community of 25,000. There 1s a paucity of human
material which has risen to display administrative and organizational
capacity. Of the 25,000 half are over 50 years of age. There 1is
no youth, relatively speaking. And, so you have & picture of the
community. It is scattered, bereft of leadership, rabbinical and
lay, devoid of youth, and is, in my judg¢ment, broken. This is
purely subjective, however, for there &re other opinions which
say this is not a broken community.

There 1s & very distinct difference of opinion. There
are some who say that there 18 no pesesibllity whatsoever of any
Jewish life surviving in Germany once these people now over 50
years of age die. physically. There will be nothing after their
death. And, thersfore, as Van Damm, the general-secretary of

the Zentral Rat,put it, Germany may very well become another Spain.

As you all know, this past Rosh Hashonah, a month ago,
was the first year, since 1492, that services were held on Rosh
Hashonah in the city of Madrid. An American Rabbi went there
to conduct worship. Franco gave permission to 3000 Jews in Madrid
to hold services for the first time in almost 400 years. And
there are those who say that this wlll happen to Germany. That
when the present group of a few thousand dle it will be another

Bpain.



There are those on the other hand who say that this is
not so. They hold that there is vitality and virility even among
this handful. They nold that the blology of the Diaspora will
preserve this group. The arguments rage back and forth. Those
who say it has a chance to live, point to the fact that in that
emall community there are many famous artists, stage personali-
ties, engineers and prominent people. Those who say it 1s doomed
to die take a whole host of statistical material available to
them. Tney say that 50% of the Jews living in Germany are "mischehe"
or Mischlinge" that is mixed marriages (Jew and Non-Jew) or mixed
children of mixed marriages. And that out of this vast proportion
of inter-marriages and mixed families, half of the children are
brought up as Christians and half are being brought up as Jews.
And what future can be expected from this?

They point to the president of the community in Stuttgars
whose wife 1s = devout and practising Cathoclic, wearing her cross
upon her bosom, followed by one daughter who does the same; while
the other daughter goes the Jewlsh way of her father. Families and
communities are divided in this manner. Each in honesty, attemptsi:
to go its own way, but with this kind of inner turmoil, the future
of the community i1s insecure, or rather, there is no future of

which to speak.

Among those who argue the opposite way,are to be found
interestingly enough, many, many Israell officials working in
Germany who sa2y, "Do not sell this group short; it has a future;

it burgeons with expansionist conceptions; want to live and will

live." And so the picture is very muddled.



£ You can take another episode that occurred, while we

were there, to try to draw your analysls one way or the other.
The city of Augsburg,in Bavaria, once had a community of 1100
Jewisn families. The city of Augusburg today has a community of
30 families of which only one consi€te of "Volljuden® (full Jews).
The community of Augsburg has Just instituted a sult in a German
court against an organization which is called tire JRSO, Jewlsh
Restitution Buccessor Organization.

The JRSO is a legal entity composed of Jews from England
and America and other countries which has been incorporated to
act as a successor body for restitution of goods of Jews who are
no longer living. To whomeehall go the money and the property
of the countless hundreds of thousends of dead Jews? It haé
been decided that this shall go to & successor organization
waich shall use these funds in an overall sense for whatever
purposes are deemed worthy by it. The JRSO enjoys status with
the High Commiesioners of all the Allied Powers, as well as
with the German Bundes republik.

The Jewish community of Augsburg instituted skt against
the Jewish Buccessor Organization saying in effect, "Not you,
but, we, the community of Augsburg are the legal heirs to all of
the property of the @ead Jewe of Augsburg." In a German court
this was argued and in a German court the community of Augsburg
was given the Judgfment. It was 30 families against the Successor
Organizatiom. Who should speak for all the Jews of Germany or
all the Jews of Czechozlovakia, Belgium, Holland; all damaged,

all looking for repair and reconstruction from the fund that would
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come out of the JRSO%

After this sult occurred and the judgment was entered
(an appeal, by the way, is still pending,) a whisper went down
from the Senate of Berlin to the Berlin Jewish Gemeinde, "If
you wish to sue the JRSO in Berlin, we, the German Senate will
stand behind you." A deep wedge 1s being driven between German
cemmunities in the country and international Jewlsh organizations
from out of the country. Some interpret this as & sign of venallty
and stupidity on the parte of the local groups who are trying to
get big sume of money. For whom? And, therefore, this is an
indication of tneir decadence.

Others, on the other nand, interpret the very same act
as a sign of their vitality. It is said that the communities
want to come back to 1life, want to rebuilt themselves, want to
consider themselves, these thousands, the heirs of the millions.
I have no way of interpreting thie for you. You can editorialize
on it as you will. It is extremely complex, so that very few people
can come to a scientifically objective conclusion of whether there

is 1ife or death ahead for thls community of Jews.

Let me tell you a word about the refugees from East
Germany. On the 13th of January of this year, (1953) when the
Soviet line changed and 1t became anfii-Semitic in its attack
on the Joint Distribution Committee, Zionism, Israel, Edward
Warburg, and many other Jewisn leaders. A man by the name of

Jullus Meyer jumped tne line from East to West and came across



that night as a refugee. He had been in Auschwltz and was the
president of the Jewish communities of all East Germany and

East Berlin. Some said (although I had known him a long time and
never knew this to be a fact) that he was & member of the communist
party and therefore, was able to be in the good favor of the

Communists in East Germany.

When Julius Meyer came, 30 leaders of East Germanncommuni-
ties came with nim. Chemnitz, Leipzig, Erfurt, Halle, Magdsburg,
and many other cities were represented. When these leaders came,
they started a flood of some 600 persons. Not everybody came out.
For between Januery and April, the Soviet Union switched its line
again, released the nine doctors in Moscow, as you recall, and

things quieted down in East Germany.

The stories of the people who came across are typical.
I looked for a woman wnose husband I had onee known very well,
the vice-president of the police of Berlin. I found that he
nad been sentenced in 1949 to 25 years and was now in Siberia.
This man had suddenly been accused of being an agent of the West,
an imperialist, a spy, ete. His wife, witn her 19 year old son,
came across the line the night after Julius Meyer did. I asked
ner why? She sald that her son had been approached, in the
elesctrical factory in which he was working by two plainclothes
men, asking him to Jjoin the free German youth. "Frele Deutsche
Jugend® 1s a communist organization in East Germany. He had said
that he would have to have time to think 1t over. He came home
that afternoon after work and told his mother. That night, he and

she got on a train for East Berlin, then took a subway to West



Berlin. They came without a suitecase in their handd because if

one carried a stiltecase &6n the subwaysfrom the Eastern part of the
city to the Western part of the city, it was a sign of flight and
the Russlan followed. One can enter freedom only penniless, with-

out a change of clothing.

Take the story of the man who wae the president of the
community in Halle. He 1is a very religious Jew. He wears a
Mogen David in nis lapel all the time. He had a big music business
in Halle. I asked him his story and it was monotonously the same.
Two men came to see him in nis music shop, questioned him about
the packages he had gotten rroﬁ’thé Joint Distribution Committee,
about those to whom he had éistributed the parcels, what kind of
western imperialistic propaganda was contalned in them beside the
food, ete., etc. After the interrogators departed, he left his
place of business and walked home. There he saw two men
patrolling in frontof his houses He went in the house, picked up
his wife, his two sons, walked out the back door with an overcoat

on his arm and came into West Berlin the following morring.

I went to talk to the people in the Israel Purchasing
Migsion. And I asked them a very eimple question. What are
the Germans doing about the Reparations to Israel. The answer
setartled me. Here was an Israeli, a member of the foreign office
of the Israel government, sitting in Berlin to administer this
program of reparations, telling me this in essence: "The Germans
are scrupulously correct about observing the detaills of their pay-

ment. As a matter of fact, they make avallable to us more credit

than we can ®énsume. We have 350 million Deutschmarks avallable



to us to spend by March 31, 1954 and we cannot spend it fast enough
because we do not get orders for goods from our plante in Israel.
Our people at home are not sure what they want. The Germans keep
pressing us to take more goods. And, we say to them that our
gngineers have not completed their blueprints. We never expected
that the Germans would pay the maximum of each year's schedule and

we are behind in our plans.*

This lofrioial sald that he had no way of explaining, the
German mentality, except perhaps through an insight which he ob-
tained from a vislt made to him by the vice-president of Siemens
Electito, one of the great cartels in Germany. This man, representing
an organization ag big as General Electric or Westinghouse, came
to the office of the Israel Purchasing Mission and begged them
to buy sometning from him, on the oredit. The Israelil official
agked the German industriallst why he wzs pressing the matter. A
And, out of the answer of this man which gushed forth for a half
hour, the Israell came to reallze what was the German combination

of motives.

It was a mixture of shame, a sense of responsibility to
make amends, and a kind of exaggeration of Israel's strenght
(which ie the reverse side of anti-semitism.). When someone thinke
that the Jews are so all-powerful, so all-mighty that tney have
sore kind of international strength, secret and hidden, this
over-estimation often leads to the type of conduct of the Siemens
vice-president. For these reasons and whatever others went into

the German décision to pay Israel. Ships are going out of Bremen
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at the rate of about one every two weeks, carrying copper, steel,
wire, metals, chemicals, electrical equipment, rubber and a whole
host of hard commodities. And, apparently, the Germans intend to
continue to maintain this schedule at least in the forseeable

future, as long as Adenauer remalns in control.

There is a problem in Germany of returnees who are going
out of Israel back to Germanys This has perplexed everyone for
the past two years that it has been going on. The total number
must be about 4000 up to now. Not all have remained in Germany,
some heve come back, stayed for a while and passed on to other

ports. But the paradox in this thing 1s fantastic.

These people are citizens of Israel. They are Polish Jews,
Bulgarian Jews, Rumenian Jews, some German Jews, who leave Israel
(which 1s a free country, and from which one can leave freely)
who go out with Israeli passports, which are stamped not valid
for Germany. There 1s nothing wrong with this. My government
stamped in my passport that i1t 1s not valid for travel in the
Soviet Union. The Israel government does not want its citizens
goling to Germany and so 1t invalidates the passport. But these
Jews show up at the German embassies in Athens, in Rome, in Paris
and ask for visas to go into Germany. And the German consul looks
at the passport and says "Ja, aber mein herr, you cannot goto
Germany. Your government says no." And tnls Jew says, "Well,

never mind what my government says; I would like to go to Germany."

S0 the business started of illegal infiltration. Quite a

large numbercéf 1llegal returnees showed up,most of them making

their way down to that one camp Foshrenwald which is still open,
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south of Munich, And in the camp they hid. The German govern-
ment came pleading to the Jewish Welfare organizations, "Look, stop
this for us, will you? We do not want to arrest Jews. We know
what will happen in the press of the world, if it is ever reported
that a German government 1s arresting & Jew again. They will
gseream and holler in New York. So willl you please stop these

Jewe from coming in illegally." And tne Jewish organizations

say, "Look, what can we do? There i1s no diplomatic relationshnip
between Germany and Israel. There is no Israell Ambassador in
Berlin to whom the German governm&nt can complain.” So it is all
through a third hand. Nobody can do anything. The Jewish organi-
zations do not want to pick up the Jews on the borders. The German
governestnt ie afraid to arrest them, and 80 they come in. They

come in, however, without any legal status.

And they can be deported ana the German government did
deport three of them. Where to? Not back to Israel, but across
to Austria because they found out, these were origlinally Austrian
Jews. Bo these three Jews wound up in Salzberg. These three
Jews made more trouble in Salzberg than three battalions would
have made. And, the German government immedlately stopped its

process of deportation.

S0, we are again at an impasse. What has happened now 1s
a very peculiartning. These Jews have discovered or they think
they have discovered, (it is a moot point at the moment) that if
they are arrested by the German government, tarown into a German

Jall, serve a sentence in the German jaill, then per se by that

process they become bonafide residents of Germany. The reasoning
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is that if you have served inaa country's jJail, then you are
legally entitled to live in that country. So what 1s happening
now is that all of the Jews are getting themselves arrested. They

come to trial in front of a German Jjudge.

The stronger a Nazi he was in the old days, the more stringent
is the bite of conscience today and the more lenient is the Judge
with the Jew before him. And, se it 1s quite & riot to see what
hapvens. The Jew is brought into court, a dozen cases a day,
illegal crosseing of the border. The Jjudge, the good Nazl, will
turn to the Staatsanwalt, the prosecuting attorney, and say, "What
do you recommend for him?* The prosecuting attorney says, "Six
months." And the Judge says, "Oh, no, not six months?", and turns
to the defense attorney and says "What do you say?" He says,
"Well, it is true, he was crossing the border, two months, your
honor.* And the judge, "Did you say you were in a Nazl concentra-
tion camp?", turning to the Jewish prisoner, i#jya?, the Jewish
prisoner explains. %"You, a victim of Fagelism - an inmate of a
concentration camp, we certainly eannot put you in a Jail for
two months." Back to the Staatsanwalt, "What do you say now?"

The sentence winds up at 12 days. The Jew thanks the Jjudge, serves
his 12 days and he come out thinking that his presence in Germany
is now legalized. Thie process is at once disgusting, laughable,
tragic and degrading. Because of all places in the world that no
Jew should seek out voluntarily as free choice, should be this
country. If he does not life Israel that is one thing. Then let
nim try te get to Canada. Let him try to get to Rio de Janeiro.

Let him try to get to Johannesburg, but let him not try to get

back to Germany. Why does he wost to get back there?
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And this question tu¥ns us away from the Jewish picturs to
the general picture. You know why he wants to get back there?
Because Germany today is the richest country on the continent
of Europe. That ies why he wante to get back. The reconstruction
is fabulous. You have no ldea unless you have made compafrison
of it, a few years at a time since the war, what Germany looks

1like today.

Let me give you a few figures which impressed me very
much. The industrial production of Germany today is 2/3 again
nigher than it was in 1936 whieh;ﬁaafﬂitler's peak peacetime
year. Germany in 1953 will pour 18 million tons of steel which
is more than England will pour in 1953. She poured 2% million
tons of steel in 1945, five months of which was war. 2% million
tone in 1945. 18 million tons in 1953. Germany has a gold surplus
of almost 1 billion dollars. Now.this is nothing compared to
American terms. But this 4s a country that 8 years ago was prostrate.
She has a 4 billion dollars surplus in the European payments
union. More than any other Marshal plan country in Europe. More
than,England, more than Italy, more than France, more than all
of Scandinavia, all of the Low Countries. ©She has today twice
ae many machine tooles as she had at the height of the war. The

reconstruction is incredible.

You sit in the big hotel in Berlin on the Kurfurstendam
where there used to be a restaurant Kempinsky and is now & big
hotel Kempinsky. You sit in the overheated, overstuffed plush
dining room, not ordinary chairs at a dinisg room table, but big
stuffed armchairs. The linen 1s thick and spotless and crisp

on the table. The big cigars are being smoked and the bottles of



313~

wine flow and i1f you sit and listen to this in the dining room,
the excitement and the hub bub a2nd you hear tne few snatches of
words; export, import, production, factories, here, there, you
get the pulse, the life, it is vibrating. This is admitedly not
a felr look because this is the place of all the big capitalilsts,
big production people, but there it i1s, steel and iron burning
agaﬁnxin the Ruhr, and perfume, and oysters, and champagne in the
Kempinsky Hotel and you see no starving people on the street.

The shops are full, the currency is as hard as gold. There is
no discrepancy between the kegal rate and the black market rate.
L marks 20 pfenning for & dollar just the way 1t wes before the
wvar and backed up by a 4 ﬁillion dollars of American money that
has gone in, in Marshal Plan. It is firm, i1t is firmer than
France, it is firmer than Italy, it is firmer than the victorious

allies.

In Cologne, whieh is in the British sector, the dining
room of the leading Hotel in the city is divided in half. The
Britisn officers, military government, it in one-half of the dining
room and eat the very thin and unappetlizing food which comprises
the British ration. In the other half of the dining room the
Germans eit with Schlagsahne and thick steaks and sausage and
tremendous quantities of food. It is a difficuti thing to com
prehend in the world. The more difficyiY thing is to watch when
visltors come into the room, Americans and others. They have
the British side of the dining room, the Allies, Churchill, the
blood, sweat and tears, and the German side of the dining room with

the whipcream. Where do they go?



This is the thing that is so perplexing about the
country. She is fabulously back on the road to recovery. She is
politically pewerful with everyone woolng her. It would be not
trick for her to put 12 srmed divisions into the NATO army as we
nave requested her to do. But she is bargaining. She wants
autonomy. She says to the West, in effect: you do not expect us
to put 12 German divisions in the fleld unless the German generel
staff is once agdin ruling those divisions, do you? Do you expect
German soldiers to take orders from French officers or Dutcha
officers or Danish officers? Why, nol In the eimple naiwe of
this approach, can be seen the devilishnese which 1s at work below
surface. For Af the Germany general staff i1s ever reinstituted,
the French will flee in fear and terror before the memory of the
three time that that German general staff raped theilr country. We
woo them. We want fhose 12 divisions. I will dare say we will
give them back their German general staff to get those 12 divisions
because Euere tgday is like the politic of Stalin, who when he was
once told about the Pope sneered and sald, "How many divisions has

the Pope got?

Industrially, financially, she is recovered. Politically
she 18 being seduced and wooed by those who court her favor. And
morally she is in a vacuum. The Germans are a people who rally
around an idea., There is no ideal in Germany today. There is a
double tendence. On the one hand there is neonazism, with General
Remer and the whole Bruderschaft and the whole old S5 corps all
reorganized under the surface. It 1s illegal, but still there.



And on the other hand, there is a group of people, intellec-
tuals, university people groping for some new ideals. They have
not yet taken to democracy. 8o, ther?hre those who would toy with
fasclism again and there are those who are toying with democratic
notions but not in love with them yet. We see, therefore, in
Germany an intéllectual and morsl vacuum where there are no ideals.
Thie to me is a situation of danger because a vacuur is always
dangerous. When people ask about the chanceg of Nazlsm rising
again in Germany, I cannot honestly say that there are signs
of 1t on the surface. H;. I can only say, however, that unless
the vacuum 18 filled by something, 1%t may in 10 years be filled
again by blue shirts or green shirts or red shirts, any kind of
ghirt.

How does it all sum up? My personsl judgment is that tere
is no vital strong ereative future for the Jewish community in
Germany. I tnink that there will be Jews existing physically
for another generation. I do not think we have any rignt to ex-
pect from them, on the basis of thelr present composition and
outlook, anything vital, alive, productive in & Jewish sense.
Therefore, I think, those TewwJews who will continue to come
back there from Israel ( and they may continue to come in thne
nundreds for the next few years) will do so because they find
in Germany prosperity, a place in which they can make some money.
They will submerge thelr Jewlshness for the sake of this, and they
will merge into this neutral and passive state and they will also
dile off and disappear.. This to me seems to be the future and I

am not happy about 1t. I hope I am wrong. I hope that tnose who

say the German-Jewish community willl be strong and alive, are right.



/! And, as far as the other question, the general not

the Jewish question, I see in Germany the Phoenix risen out of the
ashes again. I see her as the pivotal country of Europe which claims
to be and which she truly is. I see her, therefore, as one of the
great problems soon to equal the problem of Russia. For just

as we do not know quite how to handle Russia, we will not know

1u1te how to handle Germany. And, I hope we find a way because in
the big scheme of events, the general question of Germany is more

important then the Jewish aspect of the problem.

What happens with Germany as a member of the family
of nations 18 more important. She has it within her pewer to do
great good and Adenauer has the potentiality for great good. She
has 1t, however, within her dark and native genlius to do great
evil. What she will do will depend, I think, on what will come
to fill the vacuum. She will not import democracy, American-style,
from us. BSomething must grow from within to harness the great

power of wnich she is capable.

I loocked very carefully on &ll the horizons for that preacher,
that teacher, that moral leader, who will come to supply Germany
again with a slogan, a banner, a falth, something that people
can latch on to. If i1t be good and valuable and they accept it,
then we may expect great good. If it be dark and evil, then we

may expect great trouble. So far I see nothing.
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It is in -mbspirit of Dbeing capable of forgiveness
aef-ary—port that I will attempt to talk tonight about Germany.
For there must be in all ?’our hearts an ambivalence of attitude,
involving on the one hand some measure of compassesion for those

o P
whose country 8 years ago was in smoldering ruins and ais6 some

measure of unforgettable hatred, Af you-will—the—strongest—
wopé4 for those who prior to that time,=8=sesm=a_mgo, succeeded
in destroying the proud Jewry of Europe. b_ﬂ',:ﬁ; ie with this
ambivalenee that I,k_.a'.lm_'ays._’ revisit that country; it is with this
ambivalence that I attempt to understand its problem$,

(\D ? Let me, try very briefly and compactly tonight to talk
about two things; the Jewish situation and the general situa-
tion in Germany whieh interests us almoet 2s much. Ae—fsr as—

The Jewish community of Cermany today, consists of
the following elements: JIn the Easstern Zone, under Russilan
domination, there are 900 Jews. In &ast Berlin, also, under

the same domination, there are 1500. In West Berlin, there

are 4000. In all the reet of Germanyg ( the French, the
British, and the American Zonaa} the—great gouthland of

many put togetner, there are 16,000 Jewe. And, in the one

DP camp which is still left on the Starnberger 8See, Bouth

Foencenwald
of Munich, the camp of #fermwal®, there are 2000 Jews. So,

fo T’
if you take every living Jew, it—3is—ensyto—meke—the  census S'Aa-..-,



there aze .unéex 25,000 in the country which once boasted
Tl b~
more than # million. This 1s the dimension of the problem

ShLh pbtehogs daats @&M«m’ ‘l"‘ﬂ*'?

There 1s no Rabbl in the city of Berlin. None.
There are in all Germany,five Rabble. There are no leaders.
There is an overall organization called the'Zentralﬂxfzi der
Juden'in Deutschland" the Central Council, if ¥eu—ili; of
the Jewe in Germdf. This has 30 men sitting on it, elected
from all the communities in the country. And these 30
men represent the totality of the leadership of this community
of 25,000. There is a paucity of hurman materizal which has riden
coms—%a—;hs_xap-andfzg;zk administrative and organizational
capaclity.

tJnEEL41__Ih&_£Qmmnnix3,_lat—no—aaf-a&aplyr—%het @&'tﬁn-s P

25,000, half are over 50 years of age. There is no youth,
Tha— Capnaraans
relatively speaking. And, so you have a pieture of #t. It

1s scattered, 3%=%y bereft of leadership, rabbinical and lay,
devoid of youtn, and #f is, in my Jjudgement, brokeh.

This ie purely subjective, however, for there are other

opinions which say thie is not a broken community. And—th=at—

The guestion of its future.

There is & very distinect difference of opinion. There
are some who say that there is no possiblility whatsoever of

any Jewlsh 1life surviving in Germany once these people now



over 50 yeares of age,-mEIrd¥=tihess die physically. There will
e nothing after their death. And, therefore, as VQ»\ D&yng~y

put—itee—is the' secretary of the Zentral &atpr*(}e‘i*mauj

may very well become another Spain.

m&s you all knew, this past Rosh Hashonah, a month
ago, was the firet year,since 1492, that services were held on
Rosh Hashonah in the city of Madrid. An American Rabbl went
there to conduﬁthggf%‘?raneo gave permission to 3000 Jews
in Madrid to hold services for the first time in almost 400
years. And there are those who sm?lfhém this will happen to
Germany. That when the present group of a few thousand die
it will be another Spain.

452 fhere are those on the other hand who say that
M
this is not so. t thare is vitality and virility even

among this handful.'wq!hat the blology of % P

will pre-

Diasporsa
serve this group. The arguments rage back and forth. Those
who say it has a chance to live, point to the fact that in
that small community there are many .“"sartists, stage
personalities, engineers and prominent people. Those who
say i1t is doomed to die take a whole host of statistical
material avallable to them. They say, and ]I suppese—this

4-8-4indiesputeble, that 50% of the Jews living in Gerrany are
"mi schehe! orfMienhlinge" that 18 mixed marriages (Jew and

Non-Jew) or mixed childrsn of mixed marriages. And that
out of thie vast proportion of inter-marrisges and mixed



families,

5 half of the children are brought up as
Christians and half are being brought up as Jewe. And what

future can iﬁﬁ:td%}om this?

They point to the president of the community in
Stuttgart whose wife &8 a devout and practising Catholic, wee
wcroe &%ﬁﬁhﬁrﬁ;oea the same ;‘M da‘g:_gh?ter
uaauc_mw_w% communities are
dividéaﬁﬁhis-uuy. Each in honesty, attqmpﬁiag to go its own

way, but with this kind of inner turmoll, the future of the

_ Nobor, P q whivk. Yo jﬁ::é
community is insecure, or,there is no future $
Am samaa fre Sy . 4Al%?‘{fﬂuJZf
ﬁi&—th:z:::;a those who give—theother—sargusents

~ineluding for example,and interestingly enough many, many
” Do noit—
Israeli officials working in Bermany who say, "Bemtt sell

this group short, it has a future; 1t burgeons with expansionist
W
conceptions, wante to live and will live. And so the picture is

very muddlaJ.

You can take another eplsode that occurred,while

we were there, to try to draw your analyeis one way or the
|‘-}
other. The city of Augaburg once had a community of 1100 Jwish
families. The city of Augsburg today has a community of 30
o a;aé—&ﬂ—eaiieﬁ—tn—&erman—term&aolcgy—

families of which one %3
"Volljuden® (full Jews), no—half Jews;,—quarter Jews, mixedor—

tions. The community of Augsburg has Just

instituted a sult in a German court against an organization

which 1s called the JRSC Jewish Restitution Successor Orga-
)

nization.



The JRSO is a legal entity composed of Jews from
England and America and cther countries which has been in-
corporated to act as a successor body for restitution of
goode of Jewe who are no longer liwing. To whom ehall go
the money and the property orﬁ?erunf countless hundreds of
‘thousands of dead Jews: It has been decided that this shall
go to a successor organization which shall use these funds
in an overall sense for what ever purposes are deemed worthy
by it. m e JRSO Watutus with thoﬂash ‘ommiaaioner’
andedl of,t Jthe Q11ied fowers 5 IEWISH . republif

m.

The Jewish community of Augsburg instituted suit
against the Jewish Successor Gr'ganfi_zhti'o'n Sayin‘é\:?f;:'t you,
but we the community of Augsburg are the legal heirs to all
of the property of the dead Jews of Augsburg." In a German
court this was argued and in a German court the community of

was
Augsburg was glven the judgement. 30 families against the

Successor Organization,m speak for all the Jews of
Germany or all the Jews of Czechozlovakia, Belgium, Holland;
all damaged, all loocking for repair and reconstruction from
the funds that would come out of the JRSO.?

&’\this sult occurred and the Judgfment was
entered(aqﬂ. an appeal hm, by the way, boee—ﬁﬁed' etill

WS per
pending,) va:uéamt down from the Senate of Berlin to

the Berlin Jewish Gemeinde. "If you wish to sue the JRSO in
“

Berlin, we, the German Senate will stand behind you. Some A

deep wedge 1s being driven between German communities in the



He hed bee

{rcer
country and «®e international Jewlsh organizations out of the

G
country. Some 1nterpret’ this as a sign of venality,‘ stupidity
on the parts of the lccal groups who &are trying to get big

eums of money. For whom? And, therefore this is an iddication

of their &&w— <

Others, on the other hand, interpretf the very same
ﬁ- 1 Sl Tt D comumeentiitres
act as a eign of their vitality.” sy want to eome back to

1ife, ti;qr want to rebulilt themselves, tiey want to consider

|)-ﬂ“"““” - i liens «
themselves, these 30, the heirs of the 33®0 and theywill do
'tIIe BAlle 0 KScCpD Lre—86ng =Ta o BN neme EULII e I have no way

e f
of 1nterp‘ret1ngm' for you. You can editorialize on it as you
will., It is ¥ ' tratie , 80 that weag:;
very few people can come to uhaz_ﬁnnlﬁ-abe—tcmd. a sclenti-
W:ﬁ"-
fically objective Gefinttion of whether there ie life or

TR cosmmnty U
- eath ahead for these 2o-cdds—timomsand-Jews.

Let me tell you a word about them S
(A53

East Germanf. On the 13th of January of this year, h%en the

Soviet line changeddand it beceme 'a_ntl-Semitic in ite attack

on the Joint Distribution Committee, Zionism, Israel, Edward
ctho Jeunsh feaks,

Warblrg, and a M%—
J-p\ru! Tre {iwe G fo e, T

ef JImmary, a man by the name of Jullus Meyer, 'whodsad=oen el < uws—
= ¢ o A{
in Ausfehwitz, who—hied-beon—tn-Tereslenstads, s was the ""{“"‘“F =
vpresident of the Jewish communities of all East Germany and
East Berlin sndesie Bome said ( although I had known him a
'S Thet Ar
2ong time and never knew &aﬁ- to be a fact)‘\waa a member of the

ccmmunist party and,therefore, was able to be in the good favor



s 4
of the comunista‘;East Germany.<em—the3th of JANUATY, Jutiue
W line from East into West and came across that
s in s e e
e €

When Julius Meyer cam§ 30 leaders of East German

communities came with him. Chemnitz, leipzig, Erfurt, Halle,
dind- cfhen e hes vtz L
Magdeburg, y 23 7 ; many.
Jae oo Ao 60O b Sona |
Ea Men ]&y&cama, they started afisr.toes a rlood,\ Newr, "o

everybody ecame out. For between January

and Apri},the Soviet Unlon switched its line again, WReleased

Ate s
those 9 doctorsy in Hascow’aa yau:raoull{and things quieted

down in Eest Germay.

The stories of the people who came across are
typical. I looked for a woman whose husband I had once known
very well, the vice-president of the police of Bedin. I found

that he @ been sentersd "to0 25 years and was nov in

Siberia. Ese—president—of the Berlin poliee, the

’ -

TR man~

wmmug had suddenly been

accused of being an agent of the West, an imperialist, a spy
etc. His wifejwith her 19 year old son came 2Cross the line
the night after Julius Meyer did. I agked her why} She saild
that her son had been approached, he—ts=8, in Z:_electrical
factory in which he was working by two plainclothed men, asking
him to Join the free German youth. "Freie Deutsche Jugend" is
a communlst organization in East Germany. He had saild that he

would have to have time to think it over. He came home that



afternocn after work and told his mother. That night, he and

she got on a train for East Berlin,ﬂtook 2 subway JfRem—Sset to

Westﬁ,\ },:Hd.tnout a suticase in their hs.nds; Because if sou carried
(pirmar
a sultcase on the subway from the Eaatern part of the city to
Wog o arp~ ¢ Ly
the Western part of the city,tkeyknow that—you wWere -
e fadaisns e —— —
and trhq '!ollowed ; = — o rmel pDETE0N ~Re IS

gy goes from

« He 18 a very religious Yew. He weare a

Mogen David in his lapel all the time. He—used to then;,=mnd

s8. He haJ a big muslc business in Halle. I

agked hinm t:‘i'} story and it was monotoncusly the same. Two
men came to sse him in his muselc shOpIWhim‘!%

packages nhe had gotten frem the Joint Distribution Committee,

Tweas bk Noe peaccle, '
“‘“: to whomr he distributed Wﬂﬂ_ﬁ.&-&m, what

kind of western imperialistic propaganda was contained in them
Pha iw antel_,

beside the food, etc. etc..%e left his nme %&-tna.sa
i V9% 2k ik frme .
twomren—seé-questionedhin. -Hal-ked—hm—i_'l_ﬁal.-h_‘_‘_aaw et
—Shergere two men patrolli his house, #amt-and-—b&ek- He
went in the house, picked up hie wife, his two sons, Walked

out the back door with an overcoat én his =rm and came intec

West Berlin the following morning.



I don't

know that it is o f the problems which

confusas the whole problem in Ge nye Makes it evem more compleX.

I went to talk to the people in the Israel Purchasing
Mission. And I asked them & very simple question. What are

the Germans doing about the Reparations to Israel? -~Yeu reeall

~tions. Hés answer startled me. ZkEs—ls an Isresell, 4« member
of the forelgn office of the Israel government, sitting -th.e.re

-}b‘bl e s o enamnce |
to administer this program of rgpmtiona’ El-e:ﬂ:d—ﬁ-o—me, " The
fermans are scrupulously correct about observing the detalls
of %E payment. As a matter of fact, they make available to
us more credit thah we can consume. - We have 350 million
Beutsch marks available to use to“spend by March 31, 1954 and
we cannot spend it fast enough because we do not get orders

B F;.‘?Q.a,f Aporra
for goods from our plants in Israel. Teey'are not sure what

ro

they want. The Germans keep preseing us why-denlt—we take &3”‘

I
goods. And 4 say to them that our engineers have not completed

fermame rnzd Pra.
thelr blueprints. We hever expected that M

i e 'J .ﬂ.ﬂd—mh and we are behind in our plans.® iic
™ 1t o B w27

ald that he hab no way of explaining, except &=
R A qu_.#, ﬂm«-{k

#~ insight which he et frcom a visit made to him by the vice-



10

S:’eme..as
president of 3imens Electric, one of the great cartels gesbings

in Germany. This man, representing an organization as big as
General Electric or Westinghouse, came to the office of the
Israel Purchasing Misslon and begged them to buy scmething
from him, on the credit. -Thitsoffivi=zYl wnose name 185 weltzmam

cell
The I-;S(ﬂd; 2 Tl

’ yee. Hh, ere
2 Bermarn~ jrdustnalo why be o St T Py
fra- Jou pregsing me? And ot of the &mswer of this men which MJ«M-

g‘,\nﬂ for a half s hour, he came to realize what was § combination

of motives.

It was a pixture of shame, (di—wes—present), a sense
of responsibllity to make amendn’_ and a kind of exaggzeration of
Igrael's atrength(wh_ich is the reverse side of anti—aemltiam,)
Hhenswthinb that the Jews are s all-powerful eo all-mighty Thef"

they have some kind of international strength, secret and
s gven- eshmatin- M i’ﬁ'— Yype 1‘"“"“‘1"4 Pre Sitimen, .uu-rwd'-‘-'t

hidden, ’
I ODPE e ey =2 210 = » e Bla Nl 8T g taice
| r (e
us4s / Thig was/ghe o0 _;—-whi cauged” the Sipehe
yice-pregident /to’ cgpe and hag tie " ieble lsrael official to

Ahipe are golng out of Bremen at the

bupgooflg’ frog/hi

fo e
wiser V| TETE O about one every two weeks, Maw/mrm
mﬁ \M@/\"m carrying copper, steel, wire, metals, chemicals,

\
3

electrical equipment, rubber and a whole host of hard commeodi-

1-
X

ties. And, apparently,the Germans intend to continue toc main-

tain this schedule at least in the forseeable future, as long

as Adenauer remaine in control. TRefk im, houewer,—with-regard

ae 0 ~d X probl

\FEFRYe
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There is 2 problem in Germany of returnees who are
going out of Israel back o Germany. 4 is has perplexed

everyone for the past two years that it has been going on.
Ruwbe muod

T e
dible, the nusben=dn total be about 4000 up to now.

Not all have remained in Germany, some have come back, stayed
for a while and passed on to other ports. But the paradox in
this thing i1s fTantastic. Pra e

These people are eitizens of Israel.  Polish Jews,
Bulgarian Jews, Rumanian Jews, nom ﬂerman Jews, who lazave
Israel ( 1@-18 & free countm o et !%M)
you—ean—leave 1%, ) who go out with Israeli paasports,-mhMM
4hose-pasapents Stamped not valld for Gemanr wm} fy & gids o
government stampel in my paaaport:fqp‘; 'ﬂ__tlid_ for travel in

the Soviet Union  alé

Isrsel government does not want itE ci-t_-i'zena going to Germany

and so it invalidates the paseporfs But these Jevws show up

at the German embassies in Athens, in Rome, in Paris and ask
consal

for vieas to go inte Germany. And the German

the—eeunsu: looke at the passport and says "J;., aber mein herr,
>
you can not go to Germampy. Your government says no. And

this Jew says, "Well, never mind what my government says, I

v
would like to go ' to Germany.
q illegal infilhedion .
So the business started, in-which when pergplestonmr—

“be—correctaEnmd-dse-—nat want to vi olatwm_.J
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()~ ¥ a large number of illegal returnees showed upJMMH
%‘ﬁgown to that one campﬁmﬁs s8till Me
south of Munich. And in the camp they hid. The German govern—
ment came pleading tc the Jewlsh organization;i "look, stop
this for us, will you? We do not want toc arrest Jews. We know
what will happen in the press of the world, if 1t is ever
reported that a German government 18 arresting & Jew again.
They will scream and holler in New York. Bo will you please
stop these Jews from coming in Lilggiily'. And the Jewieh
organizations say, "Look, what can we do? There is no diple-
matic relationship between Germany and Israel. There is no
Teraeli Ambassador in Berlin to whom the German government can
complain.” 8o it i1s all through a :ﬁird hand. Nobody can do
anything. The Jewidh.organiz&tibﬁt'dﬁ not want to pick up
the Jewe on the borders. The German government is afraid to
arrest them, and egoc they come in. They come in, however, with-
out any legal status.

And they can be deported and the German government
did deport three of them. Where to? Not back to Israel, but
across to Austria because they found out, these were originally
Austrian Jews. BSo these three Jews wound up in Salzberg.
These three Jews made more trouble in Salzberg than three

battalions whould have made. 4nd the German government im-

mediately stopped its process of deportation.

So, we are agaln at an impasse. What has happened

now is a very peculiarthing. These Jews have dlacovered or they
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.,f_
think they have discovered, nﬂé"ia a mooﬂ'point at the moment)
that if they are arrested by the German government, thrown

into a German Jail, serve a sentence in the German JailJ AL

tsen—coms—sut. Bt per se by that procees they timen become
Mﬁmm /‘.”
bonafide reaidentﬁ of Germany. . If you have served in a
legad! Pat
country's jaill, then you are .entitled to live in . So

whet is happening now is that all of the Jews are getting

themselves arrested. M‘n@ m in front of a

3 L
T dey, DTy P T e,
The stronger a Mazi he was ) the more lenient the judge g
P e To bamn
. Sittipg Judge. And so it 4s quite a riot to see
what happens. The Jew 18 broneht into court, a dozen cases
a day Eagmea, 1llegal crossing of the border, yeurhenei.
And the judge, the good Nazi will turn to the Staataanwalt/
a-nna'proaecuting attorney and say "What do you recommend for
nim*? .igdﬁe prosecuting attorney saye "Six months". And
the judge says, "Ch no, not #x monthe?" dnd turn’s to the
defense attorney and eays "Wwhat do you say.? He says, "Well,
it is true he wes erossing the border, two months, yourhonor.*

And the Jjudgessaye—ifwo—senths!l Did you say you werelin a

m to the Jewlsh prisoner, Mﬂr.‘

ﬂazi concentration campz." s




1L

"Ja", the Jewlsh prieconer explains. "You, whe=wese 2 victim

— o (heesde T}
of Fasclem and wews=idn a concentration camp, we certainly can

not put you in a jail for two. months." Back to the

Staatsanwalt, "What do you say noﬁz'. ¥t winds up SSmmEerd
‘normal procedure;i2-days. —if—daye, ke serves his 12 days and
Ty Thad A fprsa A O Lo s Ko

he comescout s

in=Germany Indefinitely, so he tninks. This process is at
once dlsgusting, laughable, tPagic and degrading.)

T,

-’—'f"

ﬂ" H Beczuse of all places in the world that no Jew should
seek out valunterily as free choice, ehcould be thals country.
93« he does not like Isra__..al that 18 one thing. Then lot him try
to get to Canada. Let him try to get to Rio de Janebro. Let
him try to get to Johannesburg, but let him not try to get

back to Germany. ' Why does he want to get back there?

i, T
And this turns us away from the Jewish plcture to

the general plcture. You know way he wants to get back tnere,?
%ecauae Germany today 1s the richest counsry on the continent

of Eurppe. That is why he wants to get back. The reconstrucglon
is fabulous. You have no idea unlé@s You have rade comparison
of it a few years at a time since the war, what m

looke like today.

Let me give you a few figures which impressed me
very much. The industrial production of CGermany today is 2/3
agaln higher than it was in 1936 which was ffitler's peak peace-
time year. Germany in 1953 will pour 18 million tons of steel
which 18 more than England will m‘ in 1953. She poured 23

million tons of steel in 1945 five monthe of waich was war.
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2% mtilion tons in 1945. 18 million tonsitn 1953, Germany
has a gold surplus of almoat 1 billion dollara. Now this 1s
nothing compared to American terma.%is is t.h-e- country that

£ years ago was prostrate.

ingeld. She has ggf a £ billion dollars surplus in the

European payments union. Mre than any other Marshal plan
country in Eurppe. More than England, more than Italy, more
than France, more than all of Bemaj.mm, all of the b.nw
Countries. She has today twice ae many machine tools as she
had at the height of the wars The reconstruction is incredible.

—Feetarts-a—gogyou 8it 4n the bfgtiotél in Berlin on the
Kurfurstendam where there used to be & restaurant Kempinsky
and is nov a2 big hotel Kempinekys You sit 4n the overheated
overstuffed plush dining rocom, not ordinary chairs at a diging
room tablg but big stuffed armehairs. And—the SermanBergers
_ere sitting back in those drmehairs, and fhe linen is thieck
and spotless and crisp on the table. The big cigars are being
emoked and the bottles of wine flow and if you sit and listen
to this in the dining room, the excitement and the hub bub
and you hear the few snatches of words; export, import,
production, m, here, there, you get the pulse, the
life, itsis vibrating,aﬂ"{gis is admitedly not a fair look
because this 4s the place of all the big capitaliste, big

production people, but there it ig, steel and iron burning again

in the Ruhr, and perfume, and oysters and champagne 1n the
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Kempinsky Hotel andvyou see no starving people on the street.

The shops &re full, the curreney is as hard as gold. There is

no diecrepancy between tane legal rate and the black market rate.
4 marks 20 pfenning for a dollar just the way 1t was before the
wer and backed up by a 4 billion dollare of American money that
has gone in, in Marshal Plan. It is firm, it is firmer than
France, 1t is firmer than Italy, it 1s firmer than the victorious

allies.

_ cJ\nir‘? ALV~ c’ fha_
In Gologne, which 4s in the British sector, the, leading

Eotel in the eity is divided in half, $he dining raom. The
British officers, military governmen

, 8it in one-half of
. unsppefiv

the dining room and eat the very thin and vhich confrian
4= Britien ration amd dn the other half of the dining room
the Germanes eit with Schlagsahne and thick steaks and sausage
and tremendous quantitisof foods -it_il a difficult thing
to comprehend in the world. The more difficult thing is to-see
wvhen visitors come into the:room, Americans and ;:Th They have
the British side of the dinlngrﬁnmml.’ﬁié Allies, Churchill,
the blood, sweat and tears, and/thé German slde of the dining
room with the whipceream. Where ii&'they go? \{This is the thing
that 18 so perplexing about the country. She 1s fabulously
back on the road to recovery. She is politically powerful with
every53§§ wooing her. It would be no trick for her to put
12 armed divisione into the NATO army as we have rsquested
S wands LY 7 i
her to do. But she is bargaining. You do not ekpect us to et ;
put 12 German divieions in the field unlees the German general

stalT is once again ruling those divisions, do you?! Do you expect
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German soldiers to take orders from French officers or Dutch

SI‘ e oy rL h\-«;
afficars or Danish offiers? ihy, mol In the siueis neive uﬁy
-gtt;S:;;iopa fiﬂ.canf;eenthe devilishness which is at work

below aurrace,bectasgaif the Germany general staff 1s ever

reinstituted, the French will flee in fear and terror before
the memory of the three times tha.tg that German general stalf
raped their country. We woo them. We want those 12 divisions.
I will dare say we will give them back their German general
staff to get those 12 divisions because Europe today 1s like
the politic of Stalin, who when he was once told about the

Pope sneered and said, "How many divisions has the Pope got?"

Industrially, financially, she 1is recovered:.and—nat

on—the—wey—to-recoveny. Politically she is being seduced and
wooed by those who court her favor. And morally whkieh—3is—the

lastI-should like to-diseuss—with-you, she is in a vacuum.
The Germans are a people who rally around an ideal. There is
There <5
no ideal in Germany today. But—you—have a double tendency.
i
ﬂbonazism which General ReJmwer and the whole Bruderschaft and
the whole old SS corps all reorganized under the aurfaca;zillegal,
buA
m, still there.

s

And on the other hand you-have a group of people,

intellectuals university people groping for some new ideals.

-qnﬁ'zﬁey have not latehed em to democracy. So yeu=haxe those
MM

who would toy with fascism again and yeu-have those who are

toying with democratic notions but not in love with them yet.

e
!cu"ga‘fv;, thereforg in Germany an intellectual and moral
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vacuur where there are no ideals. Thie to me is a situation
(Ao
of danger because a vacuum ie always dangerous. Anés—3f people
Gak  GhweA™
Say whet==re the chances of Nazism rising again in Germanyy
I cannot honestly say that there are signs of it on the smr-
face. No. I can only say, however, that unless the vacuum
is filled by sometning, it may in 10 years be filled again
by blue shirtg or green shirts or red shirts, any kind of

shirt.

How does 1t 211 sum up? P =-

— - ;
that, and nere 1l give—yon My personal ju&gement, that there
is no vital strong creative future -fqrtha Jewish community

in Germany. I think that there will bg’xsisti-ng physically
for another generation,.<ews. I downot tnink we have any right
to expect from them on the basis of their present composition
and outlook! anything vital, alive, productive in a Jewlsh
sense. Thercfore, I think, those few Jews tiwt who will condhrue
T come back there from Israel @3& they wkzd continue to come v P
- Pevianiredsy—a—row hundreds for the next few yeeu-a‘,) will do
8o because they find in Germany prosperity, a place in which
they can make some money. They will submerge thelr Jewishness
for the sake of this, and they will merge into this neutral and
passive state and they will also d'e off and disappear.

ﬂ"‘ R This to me seems to be the future and I am not happy

about it. I hope I am wrong. I hope that those who wER say
/ﬁ will be m’ and alive, are right. ?And, as far as the other

question,péeneral not the Jewish question, I see in Germany the
LY

h&wwu

PhetwiA  risen out of the ashes again. I see her as
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the g:;:i;£&::”;Z7 ‘Fﬁ/‘L‘

of Eurppe which claims fos=kerself and which she
truly 1s. I see her therefore as one of the great problems soon
to equal the problem of Russia. For just as we do not know
quite how to handle Russia, we will not know quite how to handle
Germany. And, I hope we find a way because in the big scheme

of events,

happens with Germany as a member of the family of nations is
'

more important. BShe has it withtn..hhrm to do great good

and Adenauer has the potentiality for great good. She has

it, howewer, within her dark and immiser native genius to do

great evil. What she will do will depend, I think, on what
will come to fill the vacuum. Mm—tt—wi—l&—eone,——;—u—

53, I looked very carefully on-all the horizons for that
preacher, that teacher, that moral leader, who will come to
supply Germany sgain with a slogan, a banner, a faith,
somethins that people can latch on to. If it be good and
valuable and they accept it, then we may expect great good.
If 1t be dark and evil, then we may expect great trouble.

5"‘1"“'”‘““‘;"1' Ao
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MAN OF THE YEAR
In the councils of the great powers, a new member.
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