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SERMON

"WHAT IS THE STORY BEHIND THE CONDEMNATION
OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM?®

Rabbl Herbert A. Friedman
Temple Emanu-El B'ne Jesghurun
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

March 5, 1954

I take as a text for the sermon this evening the story from
the 32nd and the 33rd chapter of tne Book of Genesis. The story
of Jacob and Esau, two brothers, who hated and feared each other.

"And the messengers returned to Jadob, saying, "We came to your
brother Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men
with him." Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed.

Jacob prayed and said, "Deliver me, O God, from the hands of
my brother, from the hand of Egau, for I fear him, lest he come
and smite me.*

And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau
wasg coming, and four hundred men with him. Jacob divided his
children unto Leah and unto Rachel, unto the two handmailds. Ee
put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her
children after, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. He, himself,
went on before the, bowing himeelf to the ground seven times,
until he came near his brother.

Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck
and kissed him, and they wept."

I suggest that we stop this spectacle of brothers fighting
brothers in public or in private. I think this is a matter which
concerns all of us most intimately.for we are here tonight not

out of peek or curiosity (except for those of you who gather

wherever there is trouble for the thrill which they find in contro-



versyJ). We are gathered here largely out of an earnest desire to
understand something which has occurred over a decade and more in

the Jewish world and which has set brother against brother stringently,
severely and seriously. For those who came anticlipating Joyous
combate, there willl be disappointment in what I have to say. If

we have differences or misunderstanding, I want them discussed

within our own peoplehood. No one ever gains the upper hand in

this kind of fight, when 1t is carried on before the eyes of the

world.

If we accept this as a premise then we can clear the air and
attempt to saak}to penetrate the inner and important meaning. What
is the real nub of this quarrel. The real nub of this guarrel lles
in the very woxﬁ I used "peoplehood"®.

I should like to be historical and factual. I should like to
try to explain to you what the fight is about without abuse or
vilification. The whole fight revol&ea around an attempt to define
the nature of the word'Jew“ami the meaning of the concept 'Judaiam:
There are two oppesing points of view with regard to these definitions
and meanings. One point of view we call the universalistic. One
point of view we call the particularistic. There is a point of
view which says that the important thing in Judaism ie 1tes broad
universal application to ail mankind. One point of view say that
the only accuraste definition 1s the particular group of people who
call themselves Jews, who live and operate and function within a
particular framework, with a particular set of habits and customs,
with a particular set of aspirations which unite them in one people-

hood, with a pagticular language, etc., etC...
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You may say, that this seems to be a2 tremendously abstract
philosophical problenLFo divide the community so radically. But,
from such abstract ideas, there always flow the concrete situatione.
If you are one who believes that Judalsm 1s a great universal reli-
gion and nothing more, then you are seriously outraged when Judaiasm
attempte to express itself in a nationalistic form, a political
form involving a land, a state, a flag, an army. You attack the
effort to change what you consider to be broad universal concepts
into tiny, petty, foolish, temperable, narrow concepts.

If on the other hand, you beléf#ve that Judaism is intimately
a matter of a folk, a people, & nationhood, a brotherhood, a unity
of a group of people who consider themselves bound together and
can, therefore, express themselvese any way they choose even politi-
cally, even nationalistically, then you attack those who attempt
to thwart your political creation. The specifics flow from the
definitions.

I am going to be using these words and I want you to know
thelr meaningr--the universal and the particular., I would like
to talk tonizht about the American Council for Judaiesm on the
highest possible levele I would like to give it credit for the
nighest possible motives. I would like to take the best in 1t
and attempt to see whetner tnere 1s anything there with wnich we
can agree. Whether there 1is anything, therefore, in its program
which might be deemed meritorious.

The Council for Judaism stresses the universal approach to
the problem of declining Judaism. It says that Judlsm i1s a re-

ligion. And a religion only without any other overtone. It says



that its objectives are that Judaism i1s a universal religion which
has depth, vision and appeal. That 1t needs no nationalistic
accouterments or trappings. If we take its position most al-
trulstically, we would say that the American Council for Judalsm
stands for a point of view which could be defined somewnat as
follows: (and I shall attempt to define it as 1f I believed in
1t) Judaism's destiny 1s to be spelled out in the broad and liberal
ideas of preaching the themes of cne God; one mankind united as
children of that Godj one social ethic by which those children
shall live; one prophetic zeal by which justice shall be achieved.
These are the highest qualities of a religlion whose destiny was
established long ago at Sinail and whose suffering all through the
centuries can be understood only in terms of a devotion to these
timelese 1deals and no other ideals. For only these ideals will
lead to the Messianic future. Nationalism, statehood, Israel will
never lead to the Messianie future. In these terms the present
does not existe There is only the past and their future. This
view of Judaism is universal and there are many Caristians who

can call themselves Jewe in these terms. This is the case for

the universal position of the American Council for Judaism.

On the other hand, there is the particularistic or nationalistic
position wnich looks upon Judaism as representing not simply a
religion but in addition to that fol{ people, nation, a host of
words to describe additional concepts. This other view holds
(and here is its important essence) that ideas and ideals of a

universal religion do not exist in the abstract but they must

exist in a particular group whose physical survival 1s indispensible.
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For in the physical survival of that group will you have thnese

ideals expressed. The physical survival of that group 1s to be
guaranteed only by those attributes which set 1t off and distinguish
1t as a separate group.. A land, a language, a history, a destiny,
all of which it holds in common witn all of the members of the

group whether tney live in tnat central land or whether they be
scattered across the face of the earth. They are all bound together
in this folk, nation or people which constitutes the other definltion
of Judaism besides simply the religious.

I do not know whether this is eleér to you, but to understand
the rest of the argurent you must understand these two definitions.
Because the point that I will make tc you tonight 1s this: fthe
clue to understanding the Jew and Judaism is to realize that both
of these definitions are trues The Jew wears both faces. He is
both thinge and anyone who fails to appreciate this and insists upon
defining the Jew in only one of his two dimensions is in historiec
error.

For the American Council for Judaism to and

cut off one whole aspect,—-- the aspect of nationhood,of peoplehcod,
of brotherhood, call it what you willl ie a mistake so serious

ag to have brought that organization in confliet with the rest of

the Jews. That 1s its error. An error so cserious as to have brought
upon its head outrage and indignation. An error so serious as to
have brought upon the members of that organization feelings of
persecution and complex because the rest of the community reacted

so violently against them.



I would, however, in all fairness point out that there 1is an
equivalent error in another assumption. For the Jew who takes the
particularistic or the nationalistic approach to reduce Judaism to
mere ritualism or mere chauvinism 1s equally grievouss Judalsm
can never be straight-jacketed by & state, by a flag, or an army
which may from time to time be eetablished by Jews. Theoretically,
since we deal with thie now on the highest possible level, (in viewing
Jewish history) we must be entitled to say that the independent
commonwsalths which the Jewlsh peoples established from time to
time, of whieh modern Israel 1s the third, are really only passing
phenomena, which come and go; while the universal ideals of
Judaism are timeless and indestructible. Theorectically, we could
say that the Commonwealth of Solamoqmand_natid was only a passing
pheriomenon and that the Commonwealth of Akiba and Hillel was only
a passing phenomenon and that the Commonwealth of Ben Gurion and
Sharet is only a paaang'phenqmenon. For the true and timeless
universal things are tne oniy things that are Andestructible.

All through our history there has been this philosophical
see—-sawlng back and Tforths Never in our history did it take the
intensity and the virulency which this philosophical fight has
been waged in our generation the lagt 15 years.

If the American Council had ever maintained an attitude of
defender of a great philosophiecal truth, the guardian of a pure
idea, the protector of universal Judaism; if 1t had ever struck
and maintained that pose without any degeneration in it, it would
have had much high minded support.

Instead, the American Council turned into an organization

with a viclous and negative program of attacking nationallistic



definitions at the lowest possible level of inventive. It had
nothing positive. It lost almost all of its rabbinical support
and I would interpellate here now to remind you that the American
Council of Judalsm was started by rabbis (93 reform rabbis) who
believed in ite high-minded approach to defend high philosophieal
truths against dilution and diminution and cheapening.

Very quickly, the rabbinical support evaporated and as it
evaporated the organization deteriorated and as 4t deteriorated, it
descended to the depths of very, very bad propaganda. As it des-
cended,it began to trade with the enemy. As it began to trade
with tne enemy, it tried wery hard to block Israel's birth and
growth. It testified at tne United Natlions against the vote for
an independent Israel. It testified at Congress against making
loans and grants to the State of Iifael; It descended to thate.

And finally it lost all reason. It compared Zionists with Nazis
in their treatments of tihe Arabs. It ealled Zionists traltors and
conspirators. g

At that Jjuncture, it stood condemned. Not by the Milwaukee
Jewish Council, which issua2d a statement of condemnation, but it
stood confemned by 1ts own conduc¢t. There has been much discussion
this last week whether the American Council has 30 members, 50
members or 150. There has been mucn discussion whether the Milwaukee
Council can profess to speak for 30,000 Jews or for 3 Jews. Nelther
statistic 1s important. None. It makes no difference if the American
Council has thousands of members. It makes no difference if the

Milwaukee Jewish Council speaks for hundreds of people, or vise-versa.



The significant thing is that the point to which it finally sank
brough upon its head this, I think, sober and judicious statement
which in its judiciousness also has a way of perpetuating the con-—
flict because of the intemperance of terms which are laden with
emotion. No Jew wants to be called an anti-Semite. No Jew wants
to be called one who glves aid and comfort to Anti-Semites. And
when other Jewe are infurlated and frustrated to the point of
making those allocations, the degree of sterility of thne argument
becomes apparent.

This has reduced itself to the matter of calling names. And
all that can happen from now on 1s that esch willl think of better
names to call the other. And there 1s no end to this. Nor is thére
anytaing fruitful in it. Waere do we go from here?

I think 1t is agreed that there shall be an armistice. There
shall be no further turning to the public press. There ghall
be no further turning to the public press. There shall be no
further fighting and vilifying. Let no one be gullty of this.

I pray you. And, then let each of the advocates of the two approaches
to Judaism temper his position. Let each cne temper his position.
And I would suggest to you how.

Let the American Council (for I shall take them first) assume
the highest role for which 1t professes to stand. Let it not
simply be against peoplehood, agalnst Jewishness, against nation-
hood, against Israel. Let it not simply be against the other
nationalistic interpretation, but let it be for the religion of



Judaism which 1t seeks to defend. Let it be Tor the universal
ideals which it cherishes so highly and would protect. Let it
also be for the only vessel in which those ideals can ever be
preeerved. The vessel which we call the Jewish people that gave
birth to those ideals and passed them on to two other religions
and must carry through:those ideals to the end of time. Let the
American Council be for the Univanal} truth of a universal religion
and for the 1deals as well as for the vessel, the pecple, the na-
tion, the folk which bears those ideals. Le the members of the
American Council come to Temple to worship God as part of the
religion they 80 zealously defend. Let tnam.ppnctice in their
homes the rituals and the ceremonies which is the only way we have
of preserving in tact this group of people. Let them cease heing
rinimized or escapists or simulationiste Af they ever were. Let
them show by theilr Jewlsh conduct that tkelr Jewlsh theorizing is
correct.

And now to the other side. Let those of us who aceept the
nationalistic definition of the Jewlsh people remember that to
save Jewish bodles, to keep this vessel in tact (wnich I keep
talking about) without saving the Jewlsh spirit 1s also not enough.
The slaughter of Jews in the 20th century would have been much
greater Af the State of Israel had not been established. This was
God's provident hand. I think those of us,who partiecipated in
helping, have had the feeling some time during the past years that
God's hand was on us. But, then those of us, who are sensitive,
have a right to say that if that State for which we labored so hard,

tc which we gave so much in blood and treasure, ever Jjust becomes

another 1little state, if it ever Just becomes Just another little

Balkan principality. then we may very well have sold our birfkright
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for a mess of potash.

I am convinced that tnis willl never hsppen. I am convinced
that Toran will once again flow from this place for all mankind.
I am convinced that broad spiritual inspiration will eminzte again

from Israel to illume the thinking in the heart of all mankind.

I am convinced of this. But being convinced is not enough. As
an insurance benind that convietion, I and every Jew who loves
Judaism must work to prevent nis State from ever becoming aborted,
preverted into a politiecal entity without a spiritual content.

Here tnen 1s the synthesls. I say that the merger should be
made between those forees of Jewlsh 1life wno would guard over our
two faces. Any cleavage is false. It is doomed to fallure. You
cannot be Just a universalistic Jew. You have amputated an lmportant
half. You cannot be Just a secularist or a nationalisticoJew.

You also have amputated en important half. The greatest universalists
the world has ever seen are the magnificent prophets of our faith

who lived and worked and created within the framework of a narrow
trikal group in a tiny desert land. This is the intertwining,

the broad universal bound up together with the narrow and the
particular. Nothing exists in the abstract. The genius born

always within the confines of any particular people, always bursts

the boundaries of the group within which it is born and becomes

a universal blessing to mankind.

We read tonight that even God needed & home --the most universal
of all universals cannot exist without & focus or a locus. But
you can build the finest home in the world for him and if the

cloud and the glory does not enter it then it means nothing.
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Jewish people without a dream, without a fulfillment of
Israel would have remained eternally wandering in a universal
wilderness. But the Jewish people having created a home which is
empty and devold of spirit snall also wander in a bankruptey.
These are the double dangers. This 1s the double interaction of
the two great motifs and the two great themes. Let the talk
cease., Let one or the other be correct. Israel without prophets
is pulweri%ed. Prophets without Israel is unthinkable. No prophets
were ever born in the Babylonians in which our people lived, —
Beholars and peets - yes; prophets--no.

I would like tne shrill, strident, intemperate, vicious voice
of the attacks of tne American Council to cease. I would like
tne sarill, strident voice of those of us who have condemned in the
past and who condemn now also to cease. Let all be gathered back
into the fold. Let'all be gathered back into the fold. Together
we can all watch carefully that tae ethics and ideals will not
be tarnished. That the natlonalism which is good and necessary
shall not become raneid. |

When Jacob and Esau faced each other, they were afraid for
they know not whether they would slay.and they hesltated --and
then they kiseged and they wept. For each group matured and rose
to an occasion. That Esau and Jacob turned not againset each other
in suspicion.

We will work together. We will work together for the saving
of Jewish lives and Jewlsh people and we will do it by defending
a Jewlsh SBtate where people are free and secure. But we will also

remember tnat to save the bodles is nothing i1f the spirit perish.
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And we will work as we have always done in all the centuries
of our exlistence to protect the great and timeless and indestructible
truths which this people bears.

And if we do not do these two things together, then neither
goal will ever be reached and we wlll perish on the sands as did
Assyria, Egypt and Rome. Please understand with what we tamper.
We tamper with our own destiny and we tamper with something quite
mystic. The Trole which we play in the history of men and if we
tamper with 1t too long and if we tamper with 1t too indiscriminately
and 1f we tamper with 1t as children do without knowing what we fool
with--then we shall do irreparable harm. I ask for peacs- I ask
for understanding. I ask for mutual work in mutual causes. And
when there 1s no possible understanding of the the minds, I ask
then for silence.

Amen.
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the American council ror JudAism
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March 9, 195k

Philadeiphie Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman

e Congregation Emem-El Btne Jesurun
Milwaukee, Hisconsin

Regional Vice-Presidents
s Dear Rabbit
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Sucfidn I enclose herewith a copy of a story from the Milwaukee
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ALEX ). GEISENBERGER

S, I would appreciate knowing whether this report quoted you
mm".::. carrectly.
RABE! ABRARAN CRONEACH Sincerely yours,

Cinciomall
RABEI WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER

i ot

RABBI SAMUEL H. GOLDERSON
Kow York

RABBI MORRIS 5. LAZARON
Now York

RARBI DAVID LEFROWITZ
Dolles

RADE! DAVID RARX
Atlante

RABB! IRVING F. REICHERT
Froncisco

MRS. M. C. SLOSS
San Francisco

Executive Director
ELMER BERGER

ald Blank
licity Director

‘7\‘:"\'
uY"*

GBss u«f‘ ¢ ,ﬂ""\
A% Y

,f

i

ngaimtﬂe&umf"

A national organization maintaining an educefional progrum dedicated to the universal trodition of J 3
|mmloaouwimudmwmmmmmm*mﬂmmmﬁmm%kmmm
Judoism; our homeland is the U. 5. A" Rejects the concep? that peaple’’;

group of Jews, including the spokesmen of lsrael, cen represent all Jews in Americo; and that the notionolism



MO MY 3T Mm nt
N JACK M. DREYFUS &

|

-

E
H

MARTFORE, COMNECTIGUY
ISIDORE wise

WiAMI, FLORIDA
KERBLET U FRISELAAN

GRLANDD, TLORINA
HEUREN STIENLL

Samm
ﬂah il ey

g o) ot lmfezs i s lpeed b sclipaeiies oft wpd baz uemd o sewl En eeige wen Jesw L cazmeloe el padmiced owwl 's vy

§ 2507 Voaus S ramOtTE 412 3 108
JOSEPN CLASEX, Jr.
LOWIN GROSSMAN

"
LOUIS B, LEVI
HUBERT DF JONG

CLATTEN, MISSDURY
ELLIS LITTMAN

7. 15T, MISSoURI
MRS SIMON ROSITRNY

OKLANOMA TITY, @RLANDMA
JULES EOCH
MENOLD T TLEWE
S B, UDLDMAN
MRS MILTUS LEWINTONN
AAROM M. WELITIINWOFFLR

AND, OREGOM
"MAY 1 MIRSCH
"MILTON £ KiAn
MKE LOUIS Lind
HARLLD WENDLE

MAERBMUSC. PEMMIYLFANIA
“EDNARD W ECHLEIANEN

=afj Lp =t ]
B0SHWIT o
A
CTRRT JTTY
U
WERTHAN #00wil . st
ot " )
N ¢ e
K. DROS il Toen 2
T S
RABSI ‘DA‘!-O LT 1

Wt

TH

MRS || FRIEDLANDER 0

| RERARCS, ¢ adi W i
i E BV, SR cpsencet
“OR. MOISE 2 =
MRS MOISE'D. i)
“HRVIN 14, SHLENKER el s
_ ST J Ltitee wlad
FRLIS VIBGIMA, = A
RENNY CLAY HORMBIMER W jx 00
n D, VIRG(NIA wiief
SILLARD | wummﬂ ra (sl
WAL £ GALESE) — b

MRt Laivin My 400
MATRICE |\ STRASE: Mot o
WOANgKE, wimgime 0
DMON 5 Lianys ST

] B et
SEATILE, wanwngTON .

*Sol & LEVY LTIV EEALI
BERMWRAAY BEITER
BOY [ SOSENTWAL
ICRDEMTLLD
’ A EROENFELD
Lt L SCHWABASHEN
ESTEN, WEST ViBGINIA
YN L UNJENETAG
WEST YTRRING
L MILLIN
MADISEM, WISTONSIN

FSEBW ROTHSCMILD

icnaghzr. wiscows:n

WADRI SOLOMOM FOSTER ¢ ’ll!!l_ HINSHEIRD
=L JREING | - )
R A1

sl e andulecl B> subiber® bavrbee el @ betoadlad megewy lemaitiiale = prsosniem pabieiag s wsaline 4

=y peiall B staloie e osigle tee yiovelen™ dmit avibe lesn) o7 Al deee lo exmmliesd e ol g

wh W houlnmedt loustiolt o™ of loowl Bo bt oft sl tagesss olt il A 2 b wih ¢ Batlemsd se mainbed



COPY

201 EAST 57th STREET
NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

From the: MILWAUKEE SENTINEL
Saturday, March 6, 155k

b, Fm" Pmcz'ru
JENISH RIFT
A silencing of the "shrill, gﬁ-iﬁ&t, Iihj } yoices" that

spoke up in the fight between the Americ ) and the
Milwaukee Jewish Council was asked Friday m ‘Herbert A. Friedman,

Rabbi Friedman made the plea in a sermon at Sabbath services
at Congregation Emanu-El Brne Jesurun.

"I suggest we ﬁt‘-op this spectacle of brothers fighting brothers —
in publie or in prim, Qa.bbi Fﬁbdman told Gh andience that filled the
large temple. "If we have diffsremces or misunderstandings, I want us to
discuss these within our own peoplehood and not before the eyes of the
whole world."

The coﬁt&:mersy resulted when the Ameprican Council of Judaism
was accused of "giving aid and comfort to the anti-Semite" in a statement
by the Milwaukee Jewish Council. The American Council professes to be an
anti-Zionist organization holding that natiomlitv and religion are
separate,

Rabbi Friedman aaked each side to temper its position, explaining
that the controversy resulted from a difference in the viewpoint of each
faction about Judaism,

"If there can be no understanding of minds," Rabbi Friedman
said, "let there be silence."
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HEss AND CHERNOV

PLANRKINTON SBUILDING

ROBERT A.HESS MILWAUKEE 3, WISCONSIN

BEN L.CHERNODYV
BRODADWAY G-a4080

March 6, 195k

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman
Temple Emanu~El B'ne Jeshurun
2419 East Kenwood Blvd.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

My dear Herbert:

I have today addressed myself to Lindsay Hobem who is the Chief
Editorial writer of the Milwaukee Journal as alike to Bill Evue who is the
publisher of the Capitol Times and the owner of Station WIBA in Madison,
as per copy of letter enclosed. The sermon in mimeograph form were but
recently delivered.

I shall hear you tonight on the subject which I think is hardly
of sufficient import to warrant the "sturm and drpng" that is being made i
touching it. I am as by now you must kmow, anything but a "sha-sha" Jew.: [
I question the wisdom of giving this lunatic fringe the publicity which is
the very thing they erave and thrive on. Had my opinion been asked, I
would have tried to awveid mot so much the findings of the Milwaukee Jewish
Council as -~ their publication.

I talk to you on another matter. You have been sent a copy of
Chaim Greenberg'!s "The Inner Eye". I think you know that the Jewish
Frontier hopes to distribute this preally magnificent volume in libraries,
universities, Hillel Foundations; etc., et al, To that end I promised
Pinchas Cruso that Milwaukee would raise someé money, and I am wondering
whether I can't ask you to make a contribution out of your very personal
charity fund towards this cause,

I remind you that the number of people that will understand are
limited. 1 fortunately consider you one of those who know the why-for.
Call me at your convenience.

Now, with real affection for you, I am

Very s;fcarely yours,
RAH:esg ROBERT A. HESS
Encl.
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Very rincsrely yowrs,

ROBERT 4., HESS
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Pursuant to the action taken by the Board

MARVIN BELL
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STATEMENT

The Milwaukee Jewish Council is an organization which for fifteen years
has worked to maintain and improve good human relations in our community; and
therefore, is concerned with attacks which defame any group of people, whatever
their race, color, relipgion or national origin.

Because of this responsibility we must refer to the organization called
the American Council for Judaism and its activities. We wish to make it clear
" that the issuelds not the point of view br platform of thatierganization, whether
with respect %o the State of Israel, the Arad amm ‘the foreign policy of
the United States in the Middle m&,;rmm thn w. Jews who share the blessings
of American citizenship must, or can in good consciencey diselaim responsibility
— e a m of refuge mmmmm and persecuted
Jews in other parts of the world. Upon this, as upon every question of public

for helping to pro

concern, every man is entitled to e:{p;'es_s Wis yiews frecly and to answer to his
own conscience for what he does or is wawilling to do.

The issue, rather, ig the ovepsheppine of %hat line which separates
legitimate argument and discusmi; m "v'igomus 3 from illegitimate slurs
and unwarranted inmuﬁtipns.

We have observed during the past x:ima yea::s, that with the resignation
from the American Council for Judaism, of nihet;.% per cent of its original
rabbinical leadership, its progz'aﬁ has shifted from a religious to a political
orientation. As it failed o obtain any substantial support among the Jewish
laity, it began to resort to more and more sensational methods of drawing
attention to itself. In pross relecases and in their spscches, official
spokesmen for that organization have by innuendo cast a cloud on the loyalty
of American Jews who have demonstrated their sympathy with the people of Israel.

Those same spokesmen havs impugned the motiwves of literally millions of Americans,



ﬂ2—.

both Jewish and Christian, who believe that the State of Israel is the strongest
hope for developing a democratic way of life, and thus resisting the spread of
Communism in the Middle East.

The statements of the American Council for Judaism include innuendoes
suggesting the language of the anti-Semite -—— such as "conspiratorial threat",
Upolitical obgession with the Jewish wote", and "have turned rabbis into
puppets and made moral cowards of commmity leadsrs's

Although adeised by respon: e ok

ish commnity relations organizations

of the pernicious effects «

/ upon good community relations, that
organization has persisted in using these tacties.

bortion of motives of

Because of the use of intermperatc lanzumage and di
Jews who disagree with them, the Anerican.Council for Judaism has belied its
own name; and, though insignificant in membcwships is 2 potential threat to the
good name of all Jewss

Accordingly ,the lfilwaukee Jewish Council, consisting of representatives
of the American Jewishi Committce, the Jewish Labor Committee, the American
Jewish Congress, the Jewish Var Veterans cf the U.S.A. and B'nai B'rith,
together with members at iargé representative of a cross section of Milwaukee
Jewry, feels impelled to condemn the American Cowncil for Judaism for its
methods, and to warn our co-religionists and all good citizens of our community
that, by its transgression of the bounds of temperance and decency in discussion,
the American Council for Judaism must be classified =5 2n organization which
gives aid and comfort to the anti-Semite and is mworthy of the respect or

credence of men of good will.

February 9, 195L
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