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President Eisenhower~s 

Bosh Rasha1nah ~lessage 
"On the occa ion oJf the Jewish Xew Year. 

my warm greeting_ g;o to aU Americans of 
.Jewish faiU1. 

"For lhc tens of cE:nturies spanned by U1e 
history of the Jewisb people, member of 
you1· race have given lo mankind almo, t un­
believable examples 01f courageous devotion 
lo noble principles - Ito justice, lo liberty, to 
the right of men to w1orship according to the 
inner voice of conscieince. ·uch are the prin­
ciples which can now ~pvc U1e only sure guide 
to all men as they seek to establish true 
peace in the world, lfo~ peace which common 
people everywhere long for in their hearts. 

"From this Xew Yt~ar' · Day forward. may 
the in pi ration of your devotion to these ideal 
give an ever more brilliant light to the path 
which leads lo a real harmony and concord 
among nations." 

D\VIGHT JD. EISEXHO\\'ER 
President 
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' ~ ~/ (j.)t- A CEN'tal\Y OF COllFllSIOR --

AN ETERNITY OF HOPS 
/ 1,- _y-.. ~ 

/ \\~ \\ ~r 

J ~. t~'e;~ ~ J ~'("f 'fhia appearo to b& a terrible oentUl'y of' oont'uaion a.nd nn-

b..10' certalnt7. Old ver1ti:es have been overturned and even :f1Xed . .-
things euoh ae time and space aeem to have been upset . 'lhe 

century opened with the conquest or the air - it may very well 

olose w1 th the conquest of space~. As man bas oatapult·ed trom 

invention to invention, from new hypotheela to new theorem, he 

has l ost r1x~d polarity and nothing abides. He seems to be a 

pt.ippet • obeying tlie strings \1h1:oh are manipulated by his own 

detaoned inventiveness. He !a tossed trom side to side, ·1th 

no control. 
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of pol1t1os, economics and government , seeking re11et in panaceas 

and nostrums wh1oh promise pe~ce of mind and soul. Eeoa.piete of 

the latter epeoige become convinced that man is incurably e•11, 

and turn to e~1stential1sm or neo-orthodox7. 

To sum up: ecientitio progress has tar outstripped man's 

moral capacity to control the demon1o toroes unleashed in nature ; 

nothing 1s permanent anymore; evil seems to nave swept the world; 

there le no salvation exoept tlirough ~1t~drawal : perhaps God does 

not ex,st, or bas Htmselr withdrawn. 

,,..'( "r: po., t-J ~~ ... ; 
i'AJ.l thin~e change, but Who~ al-ene ohangeat z:aot, 1 says the 

~ 

Bible. Thia 1s a protoundly Je1;11sh sta tement ot fa1 th. And 1 t 
,,...._ 

1s only -1t capac! ty to find an answer 1n faith ldliOh will enable 

modern man (modarn J e,11 as \·ell) to discard the cloak of fear and 

oontue!on. replacing it with a mantle whose cloth is woven of 

many threads da signocl to give warmth and encouragement. On all 

eiaee we hear the slogan, the pathetic plea, the yearn!r.g cry -

'~an needs ta1th1 • •If only ~.an could reoaptW"e the sfmplg raith 

or hie fathers.• 1 \fu.at the religious le~dere ahoulc give ae 1a 

fa.1th. • Al.l this i e said ao though ta1th were a comn:odi ty to be 

plucked troE the shelf, dusted oft , and taken 1nternal1y v1th the 

guaranteed eft1oaoy o~ Dr. Snalte-o11 1 e Patent Remedy. 

Yes, it 1s truet- man needs faith to give him a central core 

or things 1n which he can believe as fixed and f 1rm verities 1n 

the midst or a wildly gyrating worl6 . But this faith is no patent 

medicine, compounded by a cha.rla.tan.. It 1s an el1x1r which bas 

been distilled slowly and oaretully over m1llen1a by devoted and 

searching men. 
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Juda1sm poeaessea cany elements co11pr1a1ng 1ts faith and 

any or all or these, taken together or separatel7 oonstitute a 

pre sor1pt1on wh1 oh has, tor man1 age a• brought reliet from pain, 

clear light trom cont~s1on, and pro•ided a rook ln the m1dat of 

quicksand. !'h!.1 prescription, to be helpful muat be underatoo4 

by the patient, auet be acceptable to h111 1 and eagerly welcomed. 

!hEm it Will do its work well. 

Long book.a and JD$J11 leoturee are requ1red to 4el1neate the 

elements of our tel th. '?her are wr1ib the reading and the hearing. 

For the a:oment, nd for th breT1.1i1, let there •us eate4 these 

tollowlng re 
Z°twi'Slo:". 

1teD?a or ta1t , 
A 

o b&eio, ao eletaen~l that every 

man, Jew and Gentile alike, oan be toaahe4 by thems 

1. Man 1 halt-beast and halt-angel. ft11e oontrad1otlon 1a 

not final but can be and wil.l be resolved. Ma n will coa­

quer h1 oyn evU nature. Be la not 400.:ed. 
;,'""'~~le. 

Hors.J. progress is aerl:l>abte. God and man are partners 

1n the constant regeneration. 

3. All lite ie a proo~s• ot working out man's deat1.ny on 

this earth. Human history 1a the battlet1eld ot snan'a 

atrug le toward godlineee. History has ~esn1n and pur-

pose. 

4. Lite 1s to be &ttirn:ed, not denied. There 1 to be no 

running away. Wis om ls not found onl.1 in R11'¥ana1 nor 

peace onl7 in Heaven. Wisdom and peace are aleo on earth, 

1f man 1 ahooses• lite v1goroualr. 

'What a tremendOus reserYo1r ot faith these few sentences em­

body! What endless strength and coura~e oan be drawn "from hdh 
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liring wateral Each Rosh Baahonah ve gather to 1"8-asaert these 

trutha, and others, in a retreahing process ot eelt-pur1fioat1on 

and aelt at1~ulat1on. The grandest theaea ot the Whole world 

are repeated a.nd repeatedz God la Ung or the Universe: God 

Te.membera •n 1n his atJ."Ugglea: God will eventaal.17 redeem man. 

( 
. M 

!beae are the HalOhuyot, Z1chronot, Shoforot prayers tn Rosh 
~~. ~ 

Baahonah aernl.~·) 

We repeni our •ri-GJN, n•late the bel1eta vbJ:oh make lit'e 

weloome and dlalleQglng (not Mr•lJ' Po••lbl•), aD4 taoe lhe J'•Ar 

v11ih the moat o'bn1nate and llbltliDUmg op'llll• - tor we baYe the 

long view, the lewia!i new, the Tiew of op•lal•· 
As .cen. e -1ib' be t 111>t 4 to loee Mart ln 'Shi a i0entur7 or 

contusion - aa Jeva we neYer relinquieh l'alth. to:r ve li•& &n '""" 

etern1tJ ot hope. 
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VW DE JMBB IOQDilB MEAK 'rO Ki: 

bJ Babb1 Berberi A. bledman 

Temple Eaanu-El B1ne Je tll"llD 

!be world 1a oontwntd. People '-nov that it can be 

destroyed. Eaeh nev bomb, 1'1ret atom, then hJdrogen, next cobalt, 

causes new shivers or app:J;9ehens1on. 

me President IU!aaelt goea 'to Qb;proli almoat every Sund&7 

and prays tor peace. Vlien aen are ft-1ghtene4• t!l•J' aeek aolaoe 

in religion, pra7er. r~th. 

EaQh 7eaz-, at ihle aeaaon, 'the J19"1m people celebraie 

the High Hol7 DaJ•, a ten-4q period eabraolqg the •v Xear (Roah 

Haahonah) and the Da7 ot Atdftement (:Io• 111ppt1P). the ae are aolellll 

festivals marked by pra79r a.ad tast1ag, Wbiose purpose 1• io ••re•• 

anew a few a111ple traiha 1;JJ' vb1ah man oan ~1Ye 1n this otten-tenee 

world. 

Ve belleYe l<th.&4' Goel 11 oonoerned vi~ the wol'"ld and 

seek.is man aa H1• p&ri.tner, iJD the eearch tor a Just aociet7. !he 

thra. a&Jor ibma ot ')ie leV lea.r HriiOe are that God a.a llng 

ot the Universe: that God remembers a.an and helps hi•: that -Gc>4 

la guiding h1ator7 .. 

'rheae the'9• give hope, build ta~th, and enoourage moral 

oondu di. We :t'aoe the world real1at1callJ, aware or the 4{lnger1, 

the uglineas, the e1ril - but we also face .t h0petull7, aware 'tha1i 

ll&Jl1 e moral. regner•tion ls poaslble and the• worl41 s problem• soluble. 



WHAT TaE JE~lISH HOLIDAYS MEAN TO ME 

R.~'1; ft A F 
Ta. ... \pl.._ 

The world. 1s confused. People know that it can be 

destroyed. Ea.ch new bomb, r1rst atom, t.aen hydrogen, next cobalt, 

causes new shivers of apprenension. 

The President himself goes to churcn almost every Sunday 

and prays for peace. Eecently he spoke at the World Counc~11 of 

Churcnes and e.sked11 every single :person in every eingle cot.·intry 

to join in a mighty, simultaneous, intense act of faitn, t .o work 

1tnceaaingly for a just and lasting peac;_~ When men are f'rightened, 

tney seek solace in religion, prayer, faitn. 

Each yea:r, a.t tn1s season, tne Jew1e.a people celebrate 

tne Higa Holy Daye, a ten-day period embracing the New Year 

(Rosh Hashonah) and thjt Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). ~~nese 

are soleu:n festivals marked by prayer and fasting, '~purpose 
-.of the&e aely Qa~ ie to stress anew a few simple truths by which 

.S { man can live in tn1s often-tense world. 

We believe tnat men are capable of moral improvement. 

Tney are not doomed by predest1nat¥>.f'\ or original sin. There is 

evil in me.n , but there .i;s also good - and in tnis Holy Day period 

part1culary eacn person strives ~o develop tne bet~er side or 

ni e ns.t ure • 

We believe that hwr,an history is tne bat1:lef1eld on 

wl11cn the struggle fo::' a better worl.d is fought . Moral. progress 

is 9ossible and can find expression in improved forms of J~uman 
' tnat hunger and war and natred can be overcome. 

n:an as His partner in the search for a just society. Tne 

tnree reajor ~hemes of the Ne~· Year service are tnat Go~ is King 

of the Uni verse; that God remembers man and nelps h1Jp; that God 
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is guiding history,ttmaPd its ~aslaBie eenelusioa. 

These tneFes give hope, build faitn, and encourage moral 

conduct. ~re 1s no neiG ~e ee ove~W.elmea ti1 & senee of desperRtion.-

We face tne world realistical ly, aware of the dangers, tne ugliness, the 

evil - but we also face it hopefully, aware that man 1 s ~oral regeneration 

ia possible and t.ne wotfd 1 s problem so1ui:1e. 





Rolh Hashcnah Measage 

Th raMe t themes in the world f'1nd exprea ion at th1a 

High Holy D y e aeon. e th1nk ot P-111 a evll. t trag 4 ot h1a 

dual tor 1 oin and regen ration. e think or t t1on, a.nga!llh, 

and t yea.min t r the ll:t'e-11ne of re ent e. e think ot 

all tb.e oo io is ae or de tiny, purpose and Go • fh ae are gNat 

and he 7 thoughts', vll1ch se n faintly to oppre• u thro out the 

ten day • ~ha tbi 1 so beoauae we y eo little attention 
<-c .rr 

1. • ue a ihe o.ai.aee ot t r. , and a.re un-to the e th fl 

tam111 "1th the • 

Holy Days. 

'1.b1 

be exhil 

given e o.~ 

the roy t r1 a ot 11-e• 

que t1o tor h:1J!: lf. 

de ~ th the• 

• In e or beinS 

though~ 

how h il 

ch man can 

ch an 

oan be 1 n tred ennobl • 
ti.Jr o:r purgi , oathars1o, 1' n ct1 

It i th nobl t tiir ill the J'eviah year. 

well, to p tr tor a rw. 

uring th 

' 
1t is 

u on 

blr)h. 

u hi r1o4 
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