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President Eisenhower’s
Rosh Hashanah Message

“On the oceasion of the Jewish New Year,
my warm greetings go to all Americans of
Jewish faith.

“For the tens of centuries spanned by the
history of the Jewish people, members of
your race have given to mankind almost un-
believable examples of courageous devotion
to noble principles — llo justice, to liberty, to
the right of men to worship according to the
inner voice of conscience. Such are the prin-
ciples which can now give the only sure guide
to all men as they seek to eslablish true
peace in the world, the peace which common
people everywhere long for in their hearts.

“From this New Year's Day forward, may
the inspiration of your devotion to these ideals
give an ever more brilliant light to the path
which leads to a real harmony and concord
among nations.”

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
President
148 Y
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A CENTURY OF CONFUSION --
AN ETERNITY OF HOPE

3 \‘w zbt\
’\\w-'f “ w This appears to be a ferrible century of confusion and un-
1&‘{;:"( certainty. O0ld verities have been overturned and even Tixed

things such as time and epace seem to have been upset. The

century opened with the conquest of the air - it may very well
close with the eonquest of spacef. As man has catapulted from
invention to invention, from new hypothesis to new theorem, he
has loet fixed polarity and nothing ablides. He seems to be a
puppet, obeying the strings which are manipulated by his own
detached inventiveness. He 1s tossed from side to side, with
no control.

Catastrophic ware, economic dislocations, social upheavals,
racial tensions have magked and parred the rapid march of the
century thus far. These are the neurotic manifestations of man-
kind's insscurity. Sulecidz]l and murderous tendencies in the
individual are understood by psyehlatrists and psychologists.
These same tendencles in larger groups of individuals, states,
nations must be similarly understood by sociologists and social
scientiste of other disciplines. Perhpas answers will be forth-
coming.

At any rate, whatever clues may ultimately be provided by
the diligent soclal scientists, rootlesa and fearful man meaR-
while wanders in a sea of doubt. The problems of life seer so
overwvhelming and insoluble that he seeks to escape them, either
through immersion in a fatuous optimiem that eomehow all will
be well - or throuzh drowning himself in a mood of incurable
pessimiem. Escapists of the former variety desert the real problems



of politios, economice and government, seeking reliesf in panaceas
and nostrums which promise peace of mind and soul. Esocapists of
the latter species become convinced that man is incurably evil,
and turn to existentialism or neo-orthodoxy.

To sum up: sclentific progress has far outstripped man's
moral capacity to control the demonic forces unleashed in nature;
nothing is permanent anymore; evil seems to have swept the world;
there is no salvation except through withdrawal; perhaps God does
not exist, or has Hfmself withdrawn.

Ay "I e lndd chaege waT
4711 things change, but fhou-alene—changest not," saye the

Bible. This is a profoundly Jewish statement of faith. And it
is only ?oapaoity to £find an anewer in faith which will enable
modern man (modern Jew, as well) to discard the cloak of fear and
confusion, replacing it with a2 mantle whose cloth is woven of
many threads designed to give warmth 2nd encouragement. On all
sides we hear the elogan, the pathetic plea, the yearning cory =
"man needs falth". *If only man could recapture the simple faith
of his fathers." "What the religlous leaders should give us ig
faith." All this is sald as though faith were a commrodity to be
plucked from the shelf, dusted off, and taken internally with the
guaranteed effiocacy of Dr. Snake-oil's Patent Remedy.

Yes, it is truQ;- man needs faith to give him a central core
of things in which he can belleve as fixed and firm veritles in
the midst of a willdly gyrating world. But this faith ie no patent
medicine, compounded by a charlatan. It is an elixir which has
been distilled slowly and carefully over millenia by devoted and

searching men.



Judalsm possesses many elements comprising its faith and
any or all of these, ﬁhn together or separately constitute a
presoription which has, for many ages, brought relief from pain,
clear light fromp confusion, and provided a rock in the midet of
quicksand. This prescription, to be helpful must be understood
by the patient, must be acceptable to him, and eagerly welcomed.
Thenit will do its work well,

Long bcnt: ‘and many iuuna m r.quim to aoumno the
elemente of our feith. Mlﬂ mmmm the hearing.
For the moment, m_tu the ma;, ‘m ih-u ' -ugg-noa these
folloving few items oma. ‘80 t-tu do lemental that every
man, Jew and Gentile alike, m)n tom br them:

1. Man is hnlt—bﬂﬂ and mfﬁbsnl This contradiotion is
not final but ean be and will be resolved. Man will com-
quer his m evil mtpre. ~He 1s not doomed.

2. Moral progress ts Y. God and men are partners
in the conatant régiﬁihizon. |

3. A1l 1ife ia B process # working out man's destiny on
this earth. Human hiltor:r 18 the battlefield of man's
struggle toward godlima. History has meaning and pur=
pose.

4. Life 15 to be affirmed, not denied. There ie to be no
running away. Wisdom is not found only in Nir¥ana, nor
peace only in Heaven. Wisdom and peace are alsd on earth,
Af man "chooses" life vigorouely. |

What a tremendous reservoir of faith these few sentences em-

body! What endless strength and courage oan be drawn from Such
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) ¥HAT THE JEWISH HOLIDAYS MEAN TO ME
by Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
Temple m-n B'ne Jeshurun

The world is eonfused. People know that it can be
destroyed. Each new bomb, -ﬁrat atom, then hydrogen, next cobalt,
canses new shivers of a.pps.'ahanuon.

The President himself geu to church llm every Sunday
and prays for pfum ﬁqn gm thM, tm seek solace
in religion, m, faith. o £6 s

Each nu'-"' at thlm uuon. the a‘wm people celebtrate
the High Holy mr,’ a teue-ai: p-uea embracing the New Year (Rosh
Hashonah) and the ‘Day of Mucm (Yom nppu-!. These are solemn
festivals marked by prmr uld muu, Ih:on ptn'pou is to lmu
anew a few simple tz'm: w 'hieh man ean livc in this often-tense

world. !,.“' 5 ?-b
We believe m’ wu mrmd v&th the world and
seeks man as His pu*ue in tlv nunh ror & Just um:loty. The
threéd major themes of tpo lmrbu- nrytoe are that God u King
of the Universe; that ﬁod ruuberl man and helpe him; that God
is guiding history. "-'." ,
These tha#l give hope, bulld faith, and encourage moral
conduct. We face tha world realistically, aware of thes dangers,
the ugliness, the o'ﬂ.l - but we also face it hopefully, awars that

man's moral roﬁorptlon is possible and the world's problems soluble.

f : N
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(i - WHAT THE JEWISH HOLIDAYS MEAN TO ME
: Rabbe H A F

Tewmpl™ _
The world is confused. People know that it can be

destroyed. Each new bomb, first atom, taen hydrogen, next cobalt,
causes new shivers of apprehension.

The President himself goes to churcn almost every Sunday
and prayes for peace.d:g;cently he spoke at the World Council of
Churches and asked"every single person in every eingle country
to Join in a mighty, simultaneous, intense act of falth, to work

iy

unceasingly for a just and lastingwpaaca'.i When men are f'rightened,
) ——

iff tney seek solace in religion, prayer, faita.

Each year, at tnis season, tne Jewlen people celebrate
tne Hign Holy Days, a ten-day period embracing the New Year
(Rosh Hashonah) and the ' Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). Taese
are solemn festivals markad by prayer and raating, J%:g:purpose

af thege hely-days 1s to streeg anew a few simple trutns by which
51( man can live 1n tnie often-tense world.

"

We belleve tnat men are capable of moral improvement.
They are not doomed by predestiuaﬁor|or original sin. There is
evil in man, but there is alse good - and 1n tnls Holy Day pericd
particulary eacn person strives.to develop the better side of
nie nature.

We believe that human history 1is the batilefield on
which the struggle for a better world is fought. Moral progress
is possible and can find expression in improved forme of human
soclety so that hunger and war and hatred can be overcome.

- e belleve that Ged 1s concerned wita the world and
L seeks man as His partner in the searcn for a just society. Tae

three major themes of the New Year gervice are tnat God is King

of the ﬂniverae; that God remembers man and helps him} that God
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The grandest themes in the vorld find expression at this _
High Holy Day season. We think of man's evil, the tragedy of his
dusal nature, sin and regeneration. We think of temptation, anguish,
and the yearning toward the life-line of repentance. We think of
all the cosmic issues of destiny, purpose and God. These are great
and heavy thoughtj which seem faintly to oppress us throughout the
ten days. Parhaps thil ie so because we pay so little attention
to theee themes and lssues m-‘ﬁ of the year, and are un-
familiar with them, Hemos we deal with them awkyardly during the
Holy Days. ”

This should not be so. Instead of being oppressed, ve should
be exhilarated by these thoughti Each year t.ho Wﬁy ia

Ay

given each man, no matter how humble or ed, to dwell upon
the mysteries of life. Each 'man can =sk and answer tremendous
questions for himself. Each man who readg the prayers carefully
can be inspkred and ennobled. |

This 1g a time of purging, oatharsis, reflection and rebirih.
It 1 the noblest time in the Jewish year. - May you uee this period
well, to prepare for a Rappy and pesceful New Year.




ﬂ“mmumu.rm{g
| all the cospic 1ssues of destiny, purpose and God.
and heavy thoughti which sees faintly to oppress e
_;'.om 1 m .
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