
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

MS-763: Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman Collection, 1930-2004. 
Series E: Sermons, Speeches, and Writings, 1933-1959. 

 Box Folder 
  15  19 

"The Synagogue and Social Action." 21 January 1955. 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the 
American Jewish Archives website. 



Vol. 22, No. 9 January 12, 1955 

The Temple 
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Congregation Emanu-EI S' ne 
Jeshurun 

Milwaukee 11 , Wisconsin 

Tebet 18, 5715 

~abhuth B>eruir.es 
I 

Friday Evening, January 14, at 8 o'clock 

MEN'S CLUB SABBATH 

RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN 

will conduct the 

Ritual Service in the Main Temple 

Motion Picture, " LET THERE BE LIGHT," will be shown in the 
Community Hall 

Friday Evening, January 21 , at 8 o'clock 

RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN 

will speak on: 

"THE SYNAGOGUE AND SOCIAL ACTION" 

~nbbatl1 11!!!1111!!1 ~.ertttr.es 
11 :15 a.m. 

January 15, at 11: 15 a .m . January 22, at 11: 15 a .m. 

Bar Mitzvah of BARRY PARKER Bar Mitzvah of THOMAS BLUMBERG 

son of son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Tabbert Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Butenhoff 



THE TEMP LE BUL LETIN 
Pubthhoo h) 

Conitregation Emanu-El B'ot- Jcshuruo 
2-119 E. Keo"oo<I BoulC\iud 

Tel<·phone - EDgt•\\0tiJ 2-6960 

Affiliated w11h the 
Un•- of A..,..i<on Heb<ew (OfJ9<ege>hon1 

Jlc.-rf1t·rt A. Fri<.-dm;m __ _ ____ Rabbi 

Jf>'1·ph L. Baron __ _ _ R.1hhl f.m<>ritu~ 
Sul Alt~·hullt"r _ -- _ Cantor 
lh-nuan \\'di __ Director Hf·li~inth Ed. 

OFFICl.mS 
Edwarcl H. Prif\C't' _ l'rc.Jch·nl 
C:h.trlt-s L. G<>ldhe~ -- \ 'kt•-Pre.,idt>nl 
llr.nn.1u ,.\ , :\to~her -- lrt·asurcr 
Lllliim f-'rieJ1nan -~ Ewc:·uli\t. St•cTctary 

"l.ec lllerc Be lighc," a motion piccure 
on rhe .. -ork of che Jewa h Chaurauqua 
S<x1et)', • •ill be .-.hown by the Mcn'.s Club 
10 rhc Communjty Hall follov.·ing n rinr.11 
scf\'icc, which will be conJuctcd b)'. Rabbi 
FrieJm:m in the Main Temple. 

The rirle "Lee There B<: lighr" was 
c.1ken from rhe words 1~1htJ Or, tht: slogan 
which .1ppears oo the 'ie:il of rhe Jewish 
Chautauqua Society and symboluc:. its ob­
jt:CU\'e ro create bcner unJcrstanaing 2nd 
ppreci3cion of Judaism br Christian~, and 

m hC'lp boilJ a better democracy. 

The mo\·ie, which is a ncwsu.'C:I type of 
documentary, takes one to 8(.lual JCS col­
lege :mJ Christian church ~mup cngage­
mc-nr~ wich rabbis and rell~ rhc fa~inaring 
him>ry of chc Society. 

(Taken from Memorial Tableu) 

January 14 
Ikrrha Bimb.aum Rosa Heller 

Morris Manasse 

January 21 
Gusta Aarons Rabbt Chari~ S U\'i 
Morin Bloch Nach.an Schwartlenbcrg 
Bertha Goctseh:dk S.unucl S~tman 
Mollie S. HaNhbcrg N.u Scone 

Jn fthmorinm 
ANNA BARON 

NATHAN SONDEl 
REUBEN MELCHER 

Soca;tl Accioo 
January 21 

f.XAL T ATION - Prayer 
January 28 

EDUCATION 
February 4 

These maJnr theme:; wall be discussed at 
the forthcoming meeting in February in 
Los Angeles 

It woulJ be well if we were co scudr 
thC$C themes in advance, 

Each rriJay Evening for thrc-c COruL'CU· 

ti\C wcd:s, rhe Rabbi will preach on one 
of these copies. Follov. ing the sermon. 
there will be open discussion in the Com­
munity Hall co which all a.re tn\'itcd. 

INSTITUTE OF .ADULT STUDIES 
consisting of lectures and discussions 

cin 

"IMMORTAL JEWISH PERSONALITIES" 
Tuesday EvenintJS at 8:00 o'clock 

January 18 - "Hillell" - Dr. Herman Well 

January 25 - "Saadia'" - Rabbi David Shapiro 



TEMPLE MEN'S CLUB MEETING 
WEDNESDAY EVENING, JANUARY 19, 1955, at 8 o'clock ., ____ _ 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

"MAN'S OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER FREEDOM" 

Participants: 

REVEREND T. PARRY JONES, SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN 

PROFESSOR RUDOLPH E. MORRIS, MARQUmE UNIVERSITY 

Moderator: 
CIRCUIT JUDGE WILLIAM I. O' NEILL 

PROGRA.M CO-SPONSORE D llY THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS A ND JEWS 

Social Hour to follow 
-=rd~J;:i~i:::iU~d~)::l}::o~ 

JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 
The Jewish Chautauqua Society, found­

ed in 1893, is che major educacionaJ proj­
l'CC of the Temple Men·s Club. Ofcen de­
scribed as .. the College wichour :1. campus" 
che Society last year sent 222 rabbis on 
446 college engagements co leccure to over 
500,000 srudencs. Ocher phases of the so­
ciety's activicies include sending rabbis ro 
Christian church camps, maintaining res­
ident lecrureships in 20 colleges and do­
nating of books to university libraries. 

This work is supporced solely by coacri­
bucions of Men's Club members and 
friends. You may help maiotain chis posi­
tive program of education where educariora 
counts-with rhe young people of today, 
who will be che leaders of romouow. 
Please comact che Men's Club JCS Chair­
man, Robert Mann, WO 4-1038. 

A CALL 
The Union of American Hebrew Con­

gregations has is.sued an official call co all 
affiliates to acceod che 43rd general As­
sembly ac the Statler Hocel in Los Angeles. 
Februa.t}• 13-16, 1955. 

Com'ening concurrently with the Uoiora 
wilJ be the National Federacion of Tem­
ple Siscerhoods and the National Associa­
tion of Temple Secrerories. 

Members of our Congregation may at­
tend the sessions as official vis1rors. Call 
rhe Temple Office for information. 

A NEIGHBORLY NOTICE FOR THE 
Y. M.C. A. 

Since January 23-30 is set aside as 
YMCA week, the Temple extends iis 
greecing:. lO the North Shore "Y", 3906 
Nonh Oakland A \'enue, which is che 
branch nearest our Temple. 

We salute ics Commicree on manage­
ment composed of 22 men for che won­
derful task being performed in the pro­
gram of activities such as: East Side Fel­
lowship, Saturday progr:tm for boys, In­
dian Guide Group. Softball League, High 
School Clubs, Summer Fun Club, and 
Camps. 

For information abour the North Shore 
YMCA call ED. 2-7326. 

FLOWERS FOR OUR: ALT AR 
The Sisterhood Ploml Fund acknow-

ledges the rt:eeipr of conrribucions: 
IN HONOR OF: 
B.u MittVah of David Henry Kau 
30th wedding anniversaty of Blanche :ind 
Morris Segal 
Speedy recovery of Gene Nonnan 
JN MEMORY Of· 
IJa .Leubushcr 
Leone Rosenfeld 
Birthday onni\·enary of Jt1cob Goodsin: 

UNIONGRAMS 
Send UNIONGRAMS ro your famil}• 

:md friends for all oce:tsions. Call Mrs. 
Clair Krom, WO 2-7573 or Mrs. Ro~c 
Mann, WO 4-10; 8. UNIONGRAMS -
35~ each or a package of 4 for SlAO. 



The Temple Men's Club and Sisterhood 
cordially invitCl! you to attend 

the presentation of 

Arthur Honegger's ureat lyrical Cantata 

~KING .DA, TID" 
Sunday and Monday Evenings, Jonuary 30-3 l, at 8 : 15 o'clock 

----1..-----
Produced by CANTOR SOL ALTSCHULLER 

---- --1,r-------

MR. MILTON RUSCH, Director oiF Music, Wisconsin State College 
w ill direct the orchestra and Chorus 

--------·:·-----
Tickets, free of charge, may be called for at the Temple Office 
or will be sent upon receipt of sulf-oddressed stomped envelope. 
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Miiwaukee 11, Wis. 
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TEN!' ,IVE IEAFT NO!' F<E PUBLIC~ION 
THE SINAGOOUE AND SOCIAL ACTIOO 

We are the heirs of the great Jewish religious tradition vhich con­

ceives of its ultimate goal as the establishment of the Kingdom of God on 

earth. '!be God whom we serve is a God of rightE~ousneas who would have us 

be holy as He is holy. The Torah which ve cherish is a guide for spiri tue.l 

living concerned with every aspect 0£ human experience. 'lbe prophets of 

Israel, dedicated to God and the welfare of their fellow men, be.de us pursue 

justice, seek peace, and establish brotherhood among all of God ' s creatures. 

Judaism offers no easy escape f'rom the probleons of life . It rejects 

the device of paasi.hg all responsi bility for social. pl".oblema to God. In our 

tradition, man is called the c~worker or partner of GOd in the creation of 

a better vorld. Judaism i.nsistB that -we must apply constantly the sharp 

ethical insights of the proj.>hets to the specific social problems of our 

generation, as well as to the personal and individual problems of' our lives. 

It is in loyalty to this heri~e, 8lld in the fu.rtherance of our ideal 

of righteousness, that Reform Judaism lias developed a program of social 

acti.on 'Which relates the ethical and spiritual teachings of our .faith to the 

problems of our communities , of our country, and of the world, and which 

strives for a society guided by the principles of divine justice and mercy. 

This program is conducted through the Comm:l.Ssion on Social Action, a joint 

instrumentality of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the Central 

Conference of .American Rabbis, the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, 

National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, and the National. Federation of 

Temple Youth. The primary objective of this CQllJD.ission is, through programs 

of social study and social action in each Refor.m synagogue, to activate the 

ideals of Judaism iD the lives of our congregants . SUch programs. must be 

integn.l and essential aspects of snyagogu.e activity. A synagogue which 

isolates itself' from the fundamental issues of social justice confronting 
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the comnnmity and the nation is false to the deepest traditions and values of 

tl!:e Jewish heritage. 

What are these traditions? What are these values? And what are some 

of their implications for us today? 

Judaism gave to the world the concept of the 88.llctity and dignity of 

the individual. All men are equal in that they are created in the image of 

God. "CDe law and one ordinance shall be both for you, and for the stranger 

that sojourneth with you. 11 (Numbers 15 :16) Respect for the civil r:lghts of 

all men is each man 1s duty to God. We Jew are chal.lenged by our re:Ugion 

to support the basic human rights of every one: "What is batef\11: unto thee, 

do not do unto thy neighbOr" 

dedicated to the democratic tradition, we are ~lled to join with our fel­

lows in overcoming bigotry and prejudice, in seeking through education and 

legislation the eHmination of discrimination and segregation becaus•e of 

race, religion, or national origin, in demanding for ourselves and for all 

other Americans equality of opportunity in vork, home, health and education. 

Judaism teaches that. each man bas a r~t to express or keep private 

the dictates of his soul, for the soul is the divine element in man and 

cannot be interfered with by other men or governments of men. "The spirit 

of man is the light of the Lord" (Proverbs 20:27). The Talmud teaches 

that where honest differences prevail and agreement.a are difficult: "These 

,!!!!! those might be the words of the living God. 11 It was that "fiamillg fire 

within" (Jeremiah 25:9) that impelled the prophet to speak out even at grave 

personal risk. These rights of conscience vere enshrined in the Bill of 

Rights, the cornerstone of the American constitutional system. 

We view with deep concern the growiDg attack upon these principles in 

American life today. Judaism is f'u.Ddamenta.lly antagonistic to tyranny -

whether it be totalitarian tyranny me.nipul.a.ted from abroad, or a domestic 
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tyraDny foisted on the American people in the name of anti-communism. We 

believe that subversion and espionage can and must be effectively opposed 

without destroying the tradition at individual freed0tn on vhich demcicracy is 

based. We have faith in freedom and in democracy. We believe that. the re­

ligious ideals of Justice aud security tor all men can be fulfilled only in 

an atmosphere ot freedom and security, not in an atmosphere of fearful co11-

f ormity and suspicion. We pledge ourselves to join with all freedom-loving 

forces in our com111uxtty and nation to reverse the al.arming trend toward 

suspicion, recrimination, 'f'ear 1 am the equation of dissent with dioloyalty. 

trigue mr reckless demagoguery i!i&Ll be &1.l.OWed to corrdde the fundamental 

liberties which have their origin 1n rel1P..ous ideals. 

JUdaism baa alvqs emphasized that our ethical ideal.a 1111st also be 

applied to the economic processes of society. Our society must be judged 

by the extent to which men are enabled to achieTe, through their work, a 

decent stamard of living, and to provide tor themselves aDd their .fmltllies 

the fullest possible protection of their meut&l. and peysical health. We 

pledge ourselves to. the achievement of this ideal not olll.y on the national 

arid world scenes, but most particularly in the conduct ot our indiv:Ldual 

business and proteesional lives. 

Another of the most sacred of our Jewish religious teachings i s the 

vision given us by the prophets of a Messianic Age of peace, the time when 

nations shall beat their svords into plovshares aDd their spears into pruning 

hooks. Motivated by our belief in one world, the Jewish community bas sup­

ported enthusiastically the United Nations as the best available instrumen­

tality for the gradual accomplishment of warl.d peace. We have rejoiced in 

its constructive achievements in the improvement of heal.th standards in many 

parts of the world, in the control of narcotics traffic, in child welfare, 
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in technical assistance to uDderdeveloped nations, in the UN' s prophetic 

declarations on Buman Rights, Geoocide, and similar world problell.8. We have 

been deeply concerned about the lack of progress recorded within th1! councils 

ot the United Nations in easing international tensions. Yet we hav•~ remained 

hopeful that our country, committed firmly to international cooperative 

action aDd backed strongly by our citizem')', could continue to exercise 

leadership in the U?f in the direction of vorld peace. 

But we see powerful, ·organized forces ill America strivins to weaken the 

UN aDd its agencies, pressics even to force the withdrawal. of our country from 

the United Bationa. We see a movement to prohibit teaching in our schoo1s 

We see isolationist groups att~ting to 

sabotage the Covenant on Hinnen Rigtits am the ratilicatioo ot the Genocide 

Convention. We see these temencies alld we are deeply disturbed. We p1edge 

ourselves to the task of strengthening mternational cooperation fo;r peace. 

We must be constantly aware that the :fun:lamental contest between de­

mocracy am tyram:iy is a struggle far the loyal.ties am minds of men. Arma­

ments, however necessary .am bovever avesome, c&ml6t win this all·ilaportant 

contest. We can win ultimately. only by demonstrating constantly and conclu­

sively that democracy is dynamic, that it spurns colonialism aDd racism, that 

it can and will address 1tse1f to the contimiog problem of, world poverty, 

that it offers a way for people to solve their crushing problems and still 

be f'ree. 

We can win this contest only by affirmative deeds. A Mar shall Plan, a 

Point 4 program of technical assistance, President Eisellhower 1 11 plan tor an 

international atomic pool for peaceful pursuits, achievements of a more humane 

u. S. 1.limdgration policy than the one ve now have, can be mightier weapons in 

this contest than a thousand H-Bombs. A decision by the u. s. &lpreme Court, 

outlawing segregation in American public schools, speaks more loudly than a 
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thousand propaganda broadcasts over a thousand Voices of America. In the 

same way 1 resolute action by the .American people to cleanse our nations of 

the poison of fear and suspicion would imllleasurable strengthen us in the 

continuing ideological struggle against Canmunism. We must constantly prove 

that democracy works. Thus, the propaganda bombardments of world Conmnmism 

vill be revealed as a collection of false and cynical slogans, and democracy 

will be welcomed in places where its blessings will. ll£t hearts and hopes 

and point the way to a more promising future. We pledge ourselves ti:> this 

manentous task. 

Jewish rel igious bodies - and certainly Reform synagogues - lba.ve a 

deep responsibility tO seek to strengthen democracy and the ideals 0£ justice 

by translating our faith into concrete social action. SUch Jewish idea.ls as 

reverence for individual i'reedan, love of peace, concern for the weak, equita­

able relationships between employer and employee, regard for the stranger, and 

many others are strikingly r elevant to the current world scene. We -urge 

establishment of: a standing committee charged with the responsibility o:f edu­

cating the membership on the pertinence of these ideals to contemporary social 

issues as an indispensable pa.rt of the program of ever y synagogue. Such com- -

mitteea will enable us to color our individual lives and the shaping of our 

society by the ethical imperati ves of our faith . 

Through an intelligent program of social justice in the syna.go.gue, we help 

to bridge tbe gap between confession and commitment, between word and deed and 

thus bring a sense of great.er reality to our faith . We as Jews :fulfill our­

selves by working for the establishment of justice and peace which are :funda­

mental to JU.daism as they are to democracy. In the words of our prayerbook: 

"0 may all created in Thine image recognize th.at they are brethren, so that, 

4ne in spirit and one in fellowship, they may be .forever united before 'lhee . 

Then shall Thy kingdom be established on earth and the word of Thine ancient 

seer be fulfilled : The Lord 'Will reign forever and ever . 11 
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INTRODUCTION 

For more cbaa a c:catury, Refoan Judaima bu played• 
c:hallenging role in the Americ:aa Jewiah Kelle. It bu inaitted 
on the principle of c:hange and evolution u •ital to the pre­
acrvation of Juaaiam. To n:pra1 chit principle at work in 
Judaism, it bu c:reated the American Libenl Synagogue. 

While the 61'lt lmplCC • aa-made illllf felt in the 
modernizing of che S)'llalOIUI Senia 11111 she 6m en­
denc:ea of the pdaciflt ti cliaai• at Work ID Jt*ilb thought 
were found in .. n"rilioo of c:erwmoahl• llMl in the crea­
tion oE a new pra11r bcJOk for ti. Spagogue. Worm 
Judaism did not limit itilU to the ohaoging of fonm and 
prac:tic:a. 

Sinc:e Reform Judaian wu ,..tially a liberal mo•ement, 
ideu and concepta wen brouglit uader the in6uence oE the 
free mind. Thia proc:m of demanding the interpretation and 
the reinterpntadoa. of icleu lu been a c:barac:teriatic of 
Jewitb thought through the agea. In tbia aeme, Judaiam bu 
ne•w been orthocloL Preedom of thought wu allowed 
upreaion nen at timea when then wu the lllOlt rigid 
c:onformicy in practice. 

Great mo•ementa in Judaiam aroee out of new interpre­
tatiom. The geniua of Judaism wu alwaya to be found in 
ic. Npoue to new icleu and in ic. ability to lwmoniu 
with the progrmin thought of nery age. M•h•'O"idea, 
twelfth c:encury Jewith pbiloeopbw, wu the ratioaalUt who 
mad. bit interpretation of Judaiun oae that toupt to aJorify 



iu philosophical reasonableness. The rise of Cbassidism in the 
eighteenth century restored the elemenu of emotion to a 
central place in Judaiam and under iu influence, religion 
became again for the Jew a matter of the heart and not 
alone a concern of the mind. 

MoYements are the m;po.ase of great thought to deep-felt 
need. Reform Judaitm, a Jewish movement of the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuriea, bu 10Ugbt and continua to teek 
to 10 interpret Judaism that it may meet the need of the 
Jew in theae times. No bwc ~ncept of Judaism ii abandoned, 
but the •reintetpretatio.a of Jtwiah CODGlfh makes clearer 
their applicacion to tho living~ It It ID this tense that 
Judaism baa beea nluctaot to etttb1Wt • creed, as it lw 
refused to impOle dogmaa. It is fot tblt reason that the 
important Ideal of God. Iuael. tbe Tattli and revelation, 
man. humanity, ethical cooduct, and hope for the future 
have remained in Jud.Um 80 real, evcat for the modem world, 
when many creedJ and much of dogma teem to lo1e their 
relevancy. 

In 188J, a conference of American Rabbi1 1ought 
to expreu their interpretation of nineteenth century 
Reform Judaism in a Statement of Principles. Changing 
conditiona of life and thought in the twentieth century 
imposed the necaaity of reinterpretiag Reform Judaian. 
In 1937, the Columbus Convention of the c.entral Confer­
ence of American Rabbis adopted a 1tatement which it called 
"Guiding Principles of ReformJudaUm". These an reprinted 
here, not u the "laat word" in Jewish thought, but as an 
indication of the liberal, progressive nature of Reform 
Judaiam welcoming change in both thought and practice u 
a means of keeping alive the great imperishable ideal1 of 
Jud.Um. 



GUIDING PR.lNCIPLBS OP RBPORM JUDAISM 

In Yiew of the changes that bne taken place in the modem 

world and the con.equent need of stating anew the teacbinp 

of Refonn Judaism, the Central Conference of American 

Rabbil makes the following declaration Qf principles. It 

presents them not as a fixed creed but 11 a guide for the 

progressive elementl of J.wry. 

1. Judaism and la Foancladom 

1. Nilhlr• •I]-.... Jaclaianu the historical religioua 

experience of tM Jewfah people. Though growing out of 

Jnriah life, ita meaap ia uni'ftl'lll, aiming at the union and 

perfection of mankind wader the lemftignty of God. Reform 

Judaiam recognizes the prbu:ij>le oi progressive development 

in .religion and coDICiouely appn.. tbia principle to apiritual 

u well u to cultural and aocial life. 

Judaiam welcomes all tnatb, whether written in the pagea 

of acripture or deciphered from the record. of nature. The 
new dilcoveria of 1cience, while replacing the older acientific 

Yinrs underlying our ucred literature, do not con6ict with 

the 1111e11tial ipirit of religion as manifested in the comecra­
tion of man's will, heart and mind to the service of God and 

of humanity. 

2. God. The heart of Judaism and it1 chief contribution 
to religion is the doctrine of the One, living God, who rul• 
the world through law and Ion. In Him all emtence bu ill 



creatiTt eource and mankind iu ideal of conduct. Though 

tn.mcending time and apace, He it the indwelling Presence 

of the world. 'We wonbip Him u the Lord of the univene 

and u our merciful Father. 

J. Ha Judaiam at6mu that man is created in the Divine 

image. His spirit it immortal. He is an active co-worker with 

God. A1 a child of God, he ia endowed with moral freedom 

and u charged with the responsibility of overcoming evil and 

1triving after ideal ende. 

4. Torllh. Goel tnealt Himlllf DOC.., In the majesty, 

beauty and orderliua of utan. bat allo ha the vilion and 

moral striving of the hmnan ipirlc; llnelatlon it a continuow 

proc:ea, confined tD no om poap and tD no one age. Yet tht 
people of Israel, through ia prophets and sagrt, achieved 

unique insight in the realm of religiou1 truth. The ToraJ., 

both written and oral, er11J11ina I1rael'1 ner-growing con-

1ciownen of God and of the moral law. It prae"ea the 

hiltorical precedentl, 

nnctiom and nonm of 
Jewilb li!e, and aeeb 
to mould it in the pat­

tern• of goodnt11 and 

of holinea. Being prod-

ucr. of hiltorical pro-

c .. , certain of iu laws ban Jolt their binding force with 

the pusing of the condition• that called them forth. But u 

a depoeitory of permanent spiritual ideat., the Torah remaiDI 



the Torall to iu buic needt 

J. lwMI. Judainn ia the I of which hrael it the body. 

LiYing in all paru of the worl , Iarael has been held together 
by the ties of a common histo , and above all, by the heritage 

of the faith. Though we reco · in the group-loyalty of 

Jews who han become eatrang from our religious tradition, 

a bond which etill unites th 

co share loyally the full du · 

ehip and co create 1eat1 of Je 

the rehabilitation of Palestine, 

and hopes, we behold the p 

make it not only a haven of 

a center of Jewub culture an 

Throughout the ages it hae 

d r11po1uibilitiet of citizen­

knowledge and religion. In 

land hallowed by memories 

of renewed life for many 

obligation of all Jewry to aid 

homeland by endeavoring to 

uge for the oppressed but also 

lerael'• mission to witnea 

to the Divine in the face of nery form of paganism and 

materialian. We regard it u F hinoric ta1k to co-operate 

with all mm in the atablia t of the kingdom of God, of 

uninnal brotherhood, justice, truth and peace on earth. This 

ie our Mlllianic pl. 



2. ltbb 

'· Btbln M RIUgln. In Jud.Um religion and monlicy 
blend into an indissoluble unity. Seeking God mean• to 1trive 

after holiness, righteoumeSI and goodness. The love of God i1 

incomplete without the love of one'• fellowmen. Judainn 

emphasizes the kinship of the human race, the sanctity and 

worth of human life and personality and the right of the 
individual to freedom and to the punuit of hit chosen TOCa• 

tion. Jwtice co all. imlpeed'ft of nee, 11et or cllll ii the 
inalienable right and cht lneecapable oblfaallon of all. The 
atate and orgtn&ed goYermaent edit fD order to further 

the11 ad.. 

7. SocMI ]tufl•. Judale teekt tbt actaimnent of a jmt 

IOCiety by the application of lta teiehing1 to the economic 

order, to indwtry aad commerce, and io national and inter­

national affain. It Um. at the '1imination of man-made 

misery and suffering, of ponrty and degradation, of tyfllllly 

and 1lavery1 of social inequality and prejudice, of ill-will and 

strife. It advocates the promotion of harmonious reladom 
benreen warring CW. Oft the buiJ of equity and justice, 

and the creation of conditioa1 under which human penon­

ality may dourilh. It plead. for the ufeguarding of child­

hood againtc ezploitation. It champions the came of all who 

work and of their right to an adequate ltllldud of living, 

u prior to the rights of property. Judaian emplwiza the 
duty of charity, and ltriva for a IOCial order which will pro-



tect men against the material diabilitill of old ap. acu. 
and uaanploymeac. 

I. P~•· Judaiam. from the cla71 of the propbeu, hu 
procl•imecl to maakiad the ideal of uaiftnal peace. Thi 
lpiritual aad ph)'lical diwmameot of all natioaa Im been 
one of iu euential teac:hinp. It abbon all Yioleoce and reliee 
upon monl edacadon. loTe ud qm-
pathy to 1eCUre human progrea. Jc 
reprda jutict u the fou~ of 

the well-beiaf " ...... - • 
coaditioaof .. , .. ~-... 
orpaiud in-.•lloall .... fw. 
diarmament. ..... lee!lfity .... 
wodd peace. 

3. )b•~·· Mcdce 

J. Tl# llell,_, Llf'· jewltb life ii marked by CGGll­

cncion to tm. idealt of Judih1n. le calla foe faithful putici­
pacioa in the life of the J.wiah commaaicy u it findl apne­
aioa in home. IJDllOI aod echool aad in all ocher apoc:ia 
th.t tDrich J..n.h life aad prDlllOC9 lu Wllf&N. 

Thi HHN h11 been and mat c:cmtlaue to be a atroagholcl 
of Jnilh life. hallowed by the spirit of love and revennce. by 
moral dllcipline aad nligioua o-.uu:e and woabip. 

The lyup1 ie the oldat and IDOIC democratic imtitu• 
tioa in Jewilb life. It ii the prime COllUllUDll agency by wlaicla 
Judaism ii fostered aad praerved. It liDb the Jew• of acb 
community and uaicee diem with all larul. 



The perpetuation of Judwm u a living force depend. 
upon religioua knowledge and upon the Eclucatioa of each 
new generation in our rich cultunl and 1piritual heritage. 

Pr•1n ia the voice of religion, 
the language of faith and upiration. 
It dincta man'• heart and mind 
Godward, voicea the aeeda and bop11 
of the community, and reachea out 
af tu goalt which invat life with 
aupreme value. To deepen cbt 'Pir· 
itual life of our people, we mun cal­
tivate the traditional balilc of com­
munion with God cbl01lgb pra.,.. 
in both home illld .,..aaoa. 

Judaiam u a way of life requara in iddition to ita moral 
and 1piritual demand., the ~·tioa of the Sabbath, fati­
vala and Holy Dayfl the mention and development of auch 
cwtolDI, symbola and ceremooies u po11e11 inapirational 
value, the cultintion of di1tinctin fonm of rcligioua an 
and mwic and the we of Hebrew, together with the ver­
nacular, in our wonbip and instruction. 

Thae timelea airna and ideala of our faith we praeac anew 
to a confuted and troubled warld. We call upon our fellow 
Jewa to rededicate thenuelva to them, and, in harmony with 
all men, bopef ully and courageowly to continue Imel'• 
eternal quat after God and Hit kingdom. 

Aiopl,,J by th. Cnttr.l Con/nm&' of Atnnicn IWI/,;, 
•I Col11mln11, O., ~ 27, 1'J7. 



ADDITION , UADING 

For further reading and inf°l~tion, the following pun­
pbleu may be secured by writinjL!.° the New York Pederatioe 
of Reform Synagogues, 838 F~,th Avenue, New York acy. 

Refonn - Libenl - Pro 
What itDoa 

'n Judaiml: What it ii md 
by Rabbi Daniel L. Dam 

Reform - Liberal - Progr 've Judaitm: Iu Potm1 and 
Practices by Rabbi Daniel L Dam 

What it Reform Judainn? 

The following brief works 
1eeured from the Union of Am 
at 838 Fifth Avenue, New Yo 

Judaism-A \Vay of Life 

Reform Jewish Practice 

Reform Monmeot in Jud · 

by Dr. Solomon B. Prcebof 

recommended and may be 
Hebrew Congregationa, 

21, N. Y. REgent 7-8200. 

by Dr. Samuel S. Cohon 

by Dr. Solomon B. Preehof 

nited Stata 
l>y Dr. Lee Lmnger 

by Dr. David PhiliplOD 

This pamphlet is supplied by Congregation Emanu-El 
B'ne ]eshurun, 2419 E. Ken •ood Bh•il., Milwaukee, Wis. 
to acquaint its members wi h the messaRe of Reform· 
Liberal-Prol(ressit•e Judaism Addirional copies ma)I be 
obtained from the Temple o 1ice. 
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We se~ek 
our h1·ethren 

A MESSAGE 

FOR 

l11Ued by 

THE COMMISSION ON JUSTICE AND PEACE 
of the 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE: OF AMERICAN RABBIS 



We seek our brethren 
"Why ..., man crmted • llolitary ,...,,..,. 
bcin1 'lllitluw.l a comfM'laitml So 1"41 il 
mi&ht not be soi.rt t"4t some "°"' ""' bettn 
IMn olhns!' &ANHJl>alH, S?a 

We have come a long way in rccient yean in elimi­
nating from the American acene many manifestations 
ol d.Uaimimtioo and seg;:regztioo hued upon raa:, 
rd.igjoa. color, national <rigin er aJl<aUJ· At loag 
Jaa. JDOl'1l consideratiom as well u the national ~ 
terest haft combined to 1tugC ~ UI the necaaity 
of. cnnabting into action 'the pnnciplei of oar religi­
ous faith and oar demoa-atic heritage. 

The American peoe!e have always tought to re­
cogniiie the inherent digiJ~ty and innate wonhwhile­
nea of the individuaL Alll men were clffmcd of in­
trinsic merit by Yinue of hei~ dilldrea or Cod. This 
Biblical doC:trlnc Of the esesntial brotherhood of man 
--fO basic to our own JX:ri~ of faith-was woven 
into the DedaratioD ol I~ and the Con­
stitution, into the ~ fabric of our IOdety. We may 
haft bllcn lhon from tiza.e to time of attaining the 
goal. ~ we haft DC'ftl" •dad.eDed in our punu.it ol 
the idttL It is to the cvcs~ credit of this nation 
that sine£ the condusion Of WOrid Wa.r II, from the 
monumental Rll"t'eJ by PJadent Tnanan'• Col1lmit­
ttt oo Cini Rigbu chrollgh the tteent hiatoric Su­
preme Court dec:Won nJJli.ng ~tion in the pub­
lic ICboob unconstitutional, great progrea hu been 
adlicvcd. 

We rejoice to see the frontiers of democracy ex­
tended in American life. 'The program or integtttion 
wbich wu begun in the anned forces in l!HS has been 
'rirtually compleud.. The fnlfillmeut of that program 
has justly been balled as .. the sea>Dd mmt impartaot 
adl'a.D« toward equality during the past decade, the 
&nt bcin« the inaeate of TOting by Negroes in the 
South... Of equal momci111 was the clarification and 
strengthening by the Pretlident's c.ommittce on Gov­
~nt Cont.racu of the clause which requires equal 
employment opportunity for all engaged under gov­
ernment c:ontracU. The passage of mte and city Fair 
Employment Practice laws funhcr aueau to the dfcG. 
liveness of administrative! and legislative procedures 
in promoting racial equality. It is estimated that ~ 
day 60 millioo Americana 1"e under lbe · n 
of auch lqialation. Too, t:bere is ample ~t 
me wall Of ~ ii cmmbliug ill ocher areas. 
'The ttCCDt ruling of lb! Supreme Coan bu made 



it mandatory for movies. lbotela. and public housing 
projects to md discrim.ina!ion io our nation's capital. 
Jleacatiooal bcilities ue being opened to Negroes 
in the North. Nineteen states have anti-bias laws 
covering places of publi«: aamnmodatioo. In 1955 
more tha.D two million 1Ncgroea were members of 
union• u compattd with 700,000 in 1958. 

Certainly, the Supl'CXDe 1Court'a unanimoua decision 
outlawing racial segregation in the public schools re~ 
resents the apex of the uplaill battle to remove all legal 
barricn to educational equality. In reaf!inning the es­
ICDtial wgnity of the irl!llividual and abjuring the 
·~tc but equal'* docnine, the Court undermined 
the entire legal taucture Cid° acgrcgation in the United 
Stares. The la.arable :reac:tiori o( .so many people in 
all sections of the co1mtty to this Jandmm decmoo 
pro'fides ncn more eloqw~t {>roof o( America's com· 
mitment to the apirit amll pnnciple of equality. 

Yet. deapite all thcac ~Lim, and heartened though 
we be by the many signs of a natioO taking its pro­
festion of democraCy_lriOst Jeri~. we dare not deny 
that much '"uD&nisbed b1aiuea" ttmains. Foircmost. 
of coune, 11 the implC11caentadoa of the Supttme 
Coun dec:bioa holding ~ in the public 
Khoob to be unoomdtudF ihe DC>t few ,.... 
this will be one Of the mioi .erioas doaM!ltic problems 
facied by the people of Good jUdgment. 
tbougbtluJ plan.U.. a determination not to 
dilute the este'lloe Of thi &Meachiog decision will 
be required.. We ClDDOt 3~t froal the clear man­
date which the highest tq~~ in the land ha.s given 
m even though we are folly aware that the period 
of traruition will be fra11ght with many difliCulties. 
On our own part, we proudly re-affirm the retc>lution 
passed ·~ the wt ~~: of t!"e <;:entral ~ol[ercnoe 
of Ammcan Rabbis whijm 1a1d, '° part: . . . We 
hail this ruling as a proflJllJd victory of our ~>(>hetic 
tradition and an eloquent expression of the fanh of 
all Americans in the basiic justice of our democratic 
IJltcm. We call upon Olllr colleagues and the con­
gregations they serve to .assist in the twift and har­
monious implementation of this decision which ~ 
aflinm America•• position as leader in the free world. .. 

We ~L that the Congress of the United States' 
has not kept pace with. the rest of the CX>Untry in 
helping to end disaimination in employment. Fed­
eral civil rlghta legislation has long been 011erdue. 
While we commend the President on the •tepi• taken 
by the executive branch of government, we would 
urge him to lend the 5111J>port of hil ofticc to the 
passage of this much needed federal legislation. We 
likcwile urge him to conYeD.c a Q)Dfereooe of the 
GoftmOl'S of the ltates t:O consider neceaary acDon 



for the elimination of thoue forms of clliaimination 
that continue to mar our society. 

Efforts to curb discrimiln.ation in public housing 
have bttn fairly successful. The que6tion of private 
housing is, bowntt, still a1 paramount issue even in 
the North. The focus of a11tention must now be di­
rected to tha.t ''Ut 6dd of housing owned a.nd oper­
ated by private investors and receiving direct or in­
direct government 6nancial assistance. New homes are 
almost unavailable to NegTiocs, regardless of their eco­
nomic and social status. lDespite the erection of a 
nullion dwelling uniu a irear• they find themselves 
barred from new commuruitics and con6ncd to over­
crowded ghetto1. 

Popubtion shifts have 1addcd to the problem of 
achieving racial equality. Our cities are beamdng 
more heavily populated bJ' Negroes and our suburbs 
tend lO remain exclusively white. Nor has this prob­
lem of changing ncia.bborllOOds and mass migrations 
been faced at all times in Ii calm and judicious man­
ner. Just u in the field of employmeDt the criterion 
of merit has been Rfaduallj~pted, 10 in this thorny 
area ahould the doit be 1 to apply the concept 
of oa:upan!=f StuaardS baled on the individual and 
his condoCL We pcm.it wit!b P* to the example of 
the Hyde Parl-KenWOod •rea near the Univenity of 
Chicago which ~ 9r diffeieilt races can have 
a satWying life in a · Sic ~ wit.bout 
endangering property lea.; 

In the final analysis, the granting of racial equality 
depends upon the ~-- of the individual citizen 
to live OUt his democratic fiaith. In the words of Presi­
dent Eiacnhower: 1'bc 6n.al answer is up to you and 
me and must be achieved in the communities where 
we live.'' The problems of minorities a.re at once the 
citV's liability and opportunity. We must strive lO in­
wfvc all ciuzens in cona1~ projects that spell ow 
the inntt meaning of am~ democratic society. This 
can well represent the imdividoal American's con­
tributien t0Ward winning 1thc world-wide struggle for 
the minds of men. Nor chLtC we become discouraged 
at the tttming slowness of the pace. N. bbbi Tarph­
on, one of our ancient sages advised us long ago: 
.. It is not incumbent upon thee to complete the work, 
but neither an thou~ tAi> desist from it altogether." 

~dditional copies of tJais message may be obtained 
l1y otritin~ to the Central CtYll/t:rnue of .4mnican 
Robbi.r, 40 West 68th StTee't, New York 25, Net11 York. 
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