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"ORDEAL IN PARIS" 
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Bar Mitzvah of 

LLOYD PH I LLI P LEVIN PETER HIRSCH 
Son of Son of 
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SERMON 
' 'BIRTHDAY IN JERUSALEM" 

April 22 

Nexr Wednesday, the scveoth binhdar 
of che Scace of Israel wi II be celebrated 
with joy wherever Jews live all over che 
globe. 

T he prophecs of doom, who thought rhe 
new Seate could nor possibl}' survive ics 
difficulues, wbecber Jlnancial, political or 
military, are growing scarcer nnd scarcer 
The rosrec of emhusiasric friends and sup­
poners, who delighc in che progress being 
made, is growing larger and larger. Man}' 
members of our own congregation, recenr­
ly recwne<l or curreml}' rouring in lsmel. 
have the mosc glowing reporcs of their ex­
periences. 

True, there are SttU serious problems 
faciog the infant Stace. The borders are 
frequencl}' aflame, and che trea5lll) is fre­
quently cmpcy. Bue with will and dcrermi­
narion on che pare of her citizens, and re­
l}•ing heavily for supporc on chose of us in 
che rest of the world who are her friends, 
Israel can face che futllre w ith confidence 
and hope. 

HAF 

(Tak.co from Memorial Table~) 
April 22 

Jenny Freudcnfcld Charles Mahler 
jncob Kan J ames Irwin Schulhof 
lgnncz Lewin Bertha Spero 

Simon Steindler 
April 29 

Fred .E. Abeles 
David Ashley 
Berey Carlsruh 
Anna Fink 

Rabbi Samuel H irshberg 
David Newlander 

Julia Pender Peck 
Bertha Spero 

Simon Steiodler 

JJn ffir11111rin111 
JULES M. ETTENHEIM, JR. 

NOTES 

EDWARD A. STEIN 
JOSEPH SINEK 

" ORDEAL IN PARIS" 
April 29 

lo the thirteench and fifteemh centuries 
there occurred three of the most unusual 
experiences in the consrnmly unusual his­
cory of the Jewish people. In Paris, Barce­
lona an<l Tonosa public religious debates 
were held between Christians an<l J ews. 
T hese dispucatioos extended over many 
months an<l were conducted in the pres­
ence of reigoiog royalty, popes, high 
church officials, nobilicy nnd the mob. 

Defending rhe Jewish faith were 
scholars aod rabbis. Anacking it were 
lpostaces, who claimed co know Judaism 
because chey had once been of its house­
hold. The Christian clergy sac :md hoped 
thnr mass con\lcrsions would rake place if 
the defenders of Judaism could be suffi­
ciently embarrassed and defeated in de­
bace. 

The whole scory of their fascinating 
episodes is now available in English. Dr. 
Morris Br~mde, che father of one of our 
members, has uaoslaced documents from 
Hebrew and Larin, and published chem 
under the ride "Conscience on Trial" 

H AF 

!};:.1t:::l~::{';:{t::(t=l~~::e:~(l;:(t::{l;::2:~:{t:l~~::n::::(t:1$:j~::1;:::s.t::2::l~t:!t=(~~~'i! 

MEN'S CLUB MONTHLY LUNCHEON 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 12 o'clock NOON 

Rabbi Friedman will lead the discussion 

Coll ED 2-9850 - Make your reservation todoyl 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



MEN'S CLUB ANNUAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20 

The annual mceciog o f the Men's Oub 
will be held at che Temple on Wednesdnr, 
April 20, ac 8 o'clock. 

An inrercsting progr:im has been plan­
ned feacu ring Rabbi Friedman in an "Ask 
che Rabbi" session followed by a showing 
of full color mo,•ies of all .Men's Club ac­
civiries of rhe pasc year 

\Vomcn of rhe congregation nrc cordi­
ally invired ro auend. 

Officers and Oirect0rs will be elected 
from che following slate which was pte­
semed by the Nominnring Commicrec: 

Presidc111-Robcn L Mann 
111 Vm' l'rn.-Bucron C. Zucker 
211d Vice Prt's.-Edward B. Elkon 
Tre.u1mrr-Louis H. Heller 
Suretuf)-)ack A Berland 

Board uJ Diu<1ors 
(One Yeor Term ) 

Milton foster 
Alvin G. K!tpl.10 
Or. Morri) Moel 

I larry Su~rn 
(Two Yoor Term) 

Jack Abraham Eugene Kerns 
Ben 8. Segel Hy ~ensohn 
El"\\ in Diwald Lou Rosenblum 
Joel GooJman John Ruppa 
Charles I'. Kahn Raymond R. Strows 

UNIONGRAMS 
Remember your dear ones and friends 

wirh UNIONGRAMS for holidays, wed­
dings, anniversaries and on rhe occasion 
of bereavement. UNIONGRAMS-35c 
each or a package of 4 for $1.40. 

Call Mrs. Claire Krom, \VIO 2-7573 or 
M.rs. Robe.rt M:mn, WO 4-1038. Send a 
ruess.1ge to someone t0day! 

HAVE YOU A SERVICEMAN IN 
YOUR FAMILY? 

lf you have a son or daugh1er in the 
Unired tates Armed Services. please sub­
mir their names and addresses co che Tem­
ple Office. \Vic arc mosr anxious co keep 
in rouch wirh 1hcse young people. 

NOTICE! 
Classes in all departments of 

the Re ligious School w ill resume 
sessions d uring the w eek e nd of 
Sat. and Sun., Apri l 23-24. 

SISTERHOOD CLOSES YEAR WITH 
"ORCHIDS TO YOU!" 

T he S1s1erhood 1s planning a delighcfol 
cven1 which will conclude chis ycnr's ac­
riviries. An "orchid" luncheon will be held 
in the Communicy HaJI o n T uesday noon, 
May !Och. at which rime there will be an 
election and install:uion of Officers and 
Trusrces. 

Rabbi Herbcrr A. Friedman will review 
a currendy popular book. 

Rcservarions for rhe luncheon, :u L.35 
pet plare, may be made now by sending 
youi check ro M.rs. George Lowe, 4711 N. 
Woodburn Screer. _.. __ _ 

Sisterhood's Annual MoLher's Day Sal> 
bath wilJ be held o n Friday evening, May 
6, at 8 o'clock. Members of che Sisterhood 
will panicip:ue in rhe service. 

Wacch the nexc issue of the Temple 
Bulletin for furrher detnHs. 

FLOWERS FOR OUR ALTAR 
The Sisterhood Floral Fund acknowl­

edges the receipt of concributions: 
IN HONOR OF: 

Bar Miczvahs of Gordon Eisend.rath, 
Harvey Marks and Sruan Goldberg. 

The recovery of Or. H erman \Veil 
TN .MEMORY OF: 

Dr. Louis A. \Xleisfcldc 
Birchdny anniversary of Joe Goldman 
Birthday anniversary of Sophia Good-

site 

RESERVE THE DA lE 
SUNDAY 

MAY 22 

~---

DINNER AT 6 o'clock 

MEETING AT 8 o 'clock 
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1. 

2. 

Read declaration and describe 

Progress 

1. Irnm1grat1on - 650,000 to 1,750,000 

2. Housing - 110,000 new units 

J. Democratic Process - election this July 

4. Ec::onom1c growth 

a) agriculture - cultivated area doubled 

1rr1gated area tripled 

b) Industrial growth - electric power doubled 

c) financial growth -1/3 currency now backed by gold or dollars 

5. Natural resources discovered 

6. I11ternat1onal Trade increased 

7. Social services and education expanded 

8. Arab community has made ~rogress 

J • ProblE!.!J!_ 

1. &mdung - poll!t1cal isolation in East 

2. Ne> defense alliance in West 

3. Gaza - border raids 

4. Increased 1mm1gra t1on from North Afr1 ca 

5. Cultural integration of immigrants. 

4. Prognosis 

With help of Jews the world-over, she will progress to 

splendid maturity - to develop a society 1n which Jews can be 

free t;o express their social genius. 

5. X and XI Benedictions 



DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

The Land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. 

Here their spiritual, religious and national identity was formed. 

Here they achieved independence and created a culture of national 

and universal significance. Here they wrote and gave the Bible 

to the world. 

Exiled from Palestine, the Jew1sh people remained faithful 

to it 1n all countries of their dispersion, never ceasing to pray 

and hope for their return and the restoration of their national 

freedom. 

Impelled by this historic association, Jews strove through­

out the centuries to go back to the land of their fathers and re­

ga1n their statehood. rn recent decades they returned in masses. 

They reclaimed the wilderness, revived the1~ language, built cities 

and villages, and established a vigorous and evergrow1ng commtUlity, 

w1. th its own economic and cultural life. They sought peace yet 

were prepared to defend themselves. They brought the blessings 

of progress to all inhabitants of the country. 

In the year 1897 the First Zionist Congress, inspired by 

Theodor Herzl's vision of the Jewish State, proclaimed the right 

of the Jewish people to national revival 1n their own country. 

This right was acknowledged by the Balfour Declaration of 

November 2, 1917, and reaffirmed by the Mand.ate of the League of 

Nations, which gave explicit international recognition to the 

historic connection of the JeWish people with Palestine and their 

right to reconstitute their National Home. 



2. 

The Nazi holocaust, which engulfed m'.Lllions of Jews in 

Europe, proved anew the urgency of the reestablishment of the 

Jewish State, which would solve the probl(~m of Jewish homelessness 

by opening the gates to all Jews and 11ft'.Lng the Jewish people to 

equality in the family of nations. 

The survivors of the European catastJ::-ophe, as well as Jews 

from other lands, proclaiming their right to a life of dignity, 

freedom and labor, and undeterred by haza1"'ds, hardships and obstacles, 

have tried unceasingly to enter Palestine .• 

In the Second World War the Jewish people in Palestine made 

a full contribution in the struggle of the freedom-loving nations 

against the Nazi evll. The sacrifices of their soldiers and the 

efforts of their workers gained them tftle to rank with the peoples 

who founded the United Nations. 

On November 29, 1947, the General: Assembly of the United 

Nations adopted a Resolution for the establishment of an independent 

Jewish State in Palestine, and called upon the inhabitants of the 

country to take such steps as may be necessary on their part to 

put the plan into effect. 

This recognition by the Unlted Nations of the right of the 

Jewish people to establish their independEmt State may not be 

revoked. It is, moreover, the self-evident right of the Jewish 

people to be a nation, like all other nat1.ons, 1n its own sovereign 

State. 



J. 

ACCORDINGLY WE, THE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL, RE­

PRESENTING THE JEWISH PEOPLE IN PALESTINE AND THE ZIONIST MOVE­

MENT OF THE WORLD, MET TOGETHER IN SOLEMN ASSEMBLY TODAY, THE 

DAY OF TERMINATION OF THE BRITISH MANDATE FOR PALESTINE, BY 

VIRTUE OF THE NATURAL AND HISTORIC RIGHT OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND 

OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 

HEREBY PROCLAIM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE JEWISH STATE IN PAIESTINE, 

TO BE CALLED ISRAEL. 

We hereby declare that as from the termination of the Mandate 

at midnight, this night of the 14th to 15th May, 1948, and until 

the setting up of. the duly elected bodies of the State in accordance 

with a Constitution, to be drawn up bY- a Constituent Assembly 

not later than the first day of October, 1948, the present National 

Council shall act as the Provisional Stfl,te Council, and its executive 

organ, the National Adin1n1stra.t1on, shall constitute the Provisional 

Government of the State of Israel. 

The State of Israel will be open to the immigration of Jews 

from all countries of their dispersion; will promote the develop­

ment of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; will 

be based on the precepts of liberty, justice and peace taught by 

the Hebrew Prophets; will uphold the full social and political 

equality of all its citizens, without distinction of race, oreed 

or sex; w111 guarantee full freedom of conscience, worship, educa­

tion and culture; will safeguard the sanctity and 1nviolab111ty 

of the shrines and Holy Places of all religions; and will dedicate 

itself to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations. 



4. 

'!'he State of Israel will be ready to cooperate With the organs 

and representatives of the United Nations in the implementation 

of the Resolution of the Assembly of N0 vember 29, 1947, and will 

take steps to bring abou~ the Economic Union over the whole ot 

Palestine. 

We appeal to the United Nations to assist the Jewish people 

in the bu1ldi:ng of its S'~ate and to admit Israel into the family 

of nations. 

In the midst of wanton aggression, we yet call upon the Arab 

inhabitants of the State of Israel to return to the ways of peace 

and play their part in the development of the State, With full 

and equal citizenship and due representation in all its bodies 

and 1nst1tut1ons, provisional or permanent. 

We offer peace and amity to all the neighboring states and 

their people, and invite them to cooperate with the independent 

Jewish nation for the common goOd of all. The State or Israel 

is ready to contribute 1't;s full share to the peaceful progress 

and development of the Middle East. 

Our call goes out to the Jewish people all over the world 

to rally to our s1de 1n the task of 1mm1grat1on and development 

and to stand by us 1n the great struggle for the fulf1llment of 

the dream of generations - the redemption of Israel. 

With trust 1n Almighty God, we set our hand to this Decla­

nlt1on, at this Session of the Prov1s1onal State Council, in the 

city of Tel Aviv, on this Sabbath eve, the fifth of Iyar, 5708, 

the fourteenth day of May, 1948. 
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X. Sound the great horn for our freedom; raise the ensign to 

gather our exiles, and gather us from the four corners of the 

earth. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who gathered the dispersed of 

thy people Israel. 

XI. Restore our judges as in former times, and our counsellors 

as at the beginning; remove from us sorrow and sighing; reign 

thou over us, O Lord, thou alone, 1n lov1ngk1ndness and tender 

mercy, and clear us 1n judgment. Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord, the 

King who lovest righteousness and Judgment. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

J-42 MADISON A VENUE TEl...EPHONB MUD.AT HD:.I. 2- 1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

No. 17-D 

ISRAEL'S SEVENTH AltNIVERSARY 

March 22, 1955 

To the Local Committees 
of the AMERICAN ZIONIS'l' COUNCIL: 

On February 28 we sent you Memo . No. 11-D announc 
celebration of Israel's Yem RaatZJIBut. We trust that bb:y;-'in~o~w~~~~~ arrange-
ments are in progress ur community is mde fully aware of this event 
dl;I'1ng tile week o 

l. Proclamtion of Israel. Ind.e ndence De. by your J.nyor oi· City Council, 
with appropriate ceremonies and publicity) at City Rall. (Sample text 
will be sent ebortly) . 

2 . Slllilar action on the part of your Gove.!'nor . 

3. An Anniversary ¥.eetiBS to take place in your community son:etime during 
the week of April 22. This meeting, undertaken by the local Zionist 
Council, should be held under the widest community auspices obtainable. 
If possible, secure additional sponsorship of Christian groups. In any 
event, the Christian leadership of your co!timunity should be invited to 
attend . Utilize local personalities, Jewish and Christian, to address 
-vhis Anniyeraary meeting . We shall send you an appropriate Resolution 
for the occasion which should be included in your publicity after the 
event . 

4. Speakers: Place speakers on platforms throughout the city during the 
week of the Anniversary Celebration. Contaot our office sbo'.l.1.<! you n13ed 
assistance in obtaining speakers for this purpose, or in c.onnection with 
your meeti:cg oove:ced in Item 3 above . Com:'.tteea serviced 'by Area 
Offices should contact those offices directly: 

Mr. Adal"bert Freedman 
rui.erican Zionist Council 
41 Exchanse Place, s .E. 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Mr. J3en-Zion Emaoua 1 
.American Zionist Council 
220 South State St. 
ChicagoJ Ill. 

3abbi Julian F . Fl.eg 
Amei·ican :ionist IJouncil 
590 No. -ermoot Ave . 
Loa Ange:es, Calif. 

5. Cturch arxl Campus: A special effort should be made to place s~akers on 
cam~uses ar.d before church g:-oups . 

-================CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS=============== 
Badu11h, Women•a Ziom.t Orpu.iution of America • Hapoel Hamizraehi • !rfi11rachl Organhation of America (inelucling MhradiJ 
Women) • Labor Zfonilt Organiatio11 of America-Poale Zion (including Farband and Pioneer Women) • Progressive Zionist League 
-Buhomer Hal.Air • Unhed Labor Zioaiat Party (Acbdut Avod.ab-Poale Zion) United ZioniJtt.Re'riaioniata of America • 
..... 8 Zionist Orp.Di.Ation of America 
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6. Youth Partic1mt1on: Tl:e Je·o1ish youth leadcrsh!p of your c0I:m1nity 
should. be imoh·ed in all aspects of the Anniv~rsary Celebration; 
those vith proper backgrotmd and speakins ability should be placed. 
be:fore Chris~ian you~h g:-oups. Th is applies also to Israeli stud.en'l;s 
in your area. 

1. Use of Radio and Tl: We shall cend you our plans in these media in 
detail; e. number of 'lV fil.tns an:i. radio recordinss will be available 
to you for placement locally. You 9.lso should try to obtain time :'or 
local :.nte~iews and talks. 

8. Press: We are distributing "through regular syndicated channels a 
photo layout story which ve have 1·eason to believe will be utilized. 
in l!Bny co.c:nuni tios ~hroughout the nation; the!:'o also will be 
additional aynd.!c~teQ n:nterial dealing w:tb the themo of the Anniversary. 
Drafts of editorials will be aent to you and you can help by 
sti.J:?ulating editOl·ial com:nent. You should encourage a prominent local 
Jewish persor.ality who has visited Iaraol vitbir. the past yea:r to 
'Wl'i~e a featu.."':e stor:r cover.:ng hfa exllEt::iences and impressions. T:"lis 
story shoUld be pl.a.cod in yoit!' local press. Should you need photo­
graphs to enhance the story, please contect our office. 

9. Fact Sheet Distribution: The enclosed Fact Sheet stressing tbe the.oe 
of the Anniversary is available to you in vhatever quantities you 
desire. It should be placed in the hands of those public opinion 
zoo.kera (press, radio and TV pu-ticularly) who ca.n be encou..~d to be 
helpful in any way,. Let us knov How many copies you need.. (Copies 
should be requested from Area Offices for more prompt hand.l~ng). 

10. Synagogues and Temples: Your Rabbis should be asked to devote their 
sermons on April 22-23 to Israel's Independence Day. 

11. .Jewish Centers and. Hebrev Schools: 'These instit•1tions should be 
stimulated to take cognizance of the occasion ~1th appropriate events 
utilizing either ini'ormational talks or dramatic and musical 
presentations. 

You can thus see that there will be available suf~icient material and tasks 
of a variety of' types, \orhich, pro~rly he.00.led, should go e. lor.g vay in illlpresa­
ing your community vitb !srael's accomplishments and aspirations, all of which 
should aid immeasurably in pro!!lot:!.ng good.vill for Israel on 1 ta Seventh :Birthday. 
Needless to say, this !J?'Omotion job is much too big to be handled by one 
individual. Your local Council should therefore set up at once a Sub-co.mmi<;tee 
manned with persona who poasess the contacts and ability to do the job adequatelz. 

For add.i~!onal in~or:Btion or suggestions please cont.ac~ our Area 
Representatives or our Uat1onal Office . 

JU:MK 

Sincerely: yours, 

~ ,.~,-- "-l. ' ~ ((-<- -
?JI Rabbi Jero?:Je Unser 

Executive Direc-::.or 



FACT SHEET 

QBSERVAIICE 

April 27, 1955 (the 5th day of the Rebrev mont!. of Iyar) :marks tbe date 

of the Seventh Anniversary o.f the esta.bliahDlent of Israel as an mdependent 

nation . 

PERIOD OF OBSEa\TANCE 

Israel's Seventh Anniversary will be marked by observances in the 

United Sta.tea during the period from April 22 - 29. 

HISTORICAL :<'ACTS BEHI:HD OBS!mVAflCE 

The story of Israel 1a a faecinatinc ~adox. It is at the sa~e time 

one of the oldest and one of the newest nations on the face of the eartb. 

It is the birthplace of our Jud.eo-Christian civilization. Situated 

atratee;ically in the Mid.dle East at the crossroads of Asia, Europe / e.nd. 

Africa, 1~ has tbrough the yea.rs been afflicted vith con~lict and controversy. 

Israel's re-emergence as an independent nation d.Rtes back to May 1948 

and. the preceding (1947) resolution o~ :the General Assembly of th~ United 

Na~iona recoonending the partition of Palestine so as to create an 1ndepennent 

Jewish State - the ree.lizat1on of a dream held by Jewish people for ~he pa.s't 

tvo thousand years . 

Israel's Declaration of Independence reaa in pa.rt : 

"The State of Israel will be open to the imcigration of 
Jews f'rO!ll a.11 countries of their dispersion; will promote 
the development of the country for the benefit of all 
t!ie innab1tants; vill be based on the princip1es of libe!'."ty, 
justice and peace as conceived by the ?ropbets of Israel; 
will uphold the full social and political equality of all 
i~s ci~izens without distinction o~ religion, race or sex; 
will guarantee freedOJll of religion, conscience, education 
and culture; will safeguard the Holy Places of all 

. religions; and will loyally upbold the principles o~ the 
United Nations Charter . " 

SeYen years after its inception, Israel has carried out its primary 

from all la.cis of -r.yranny . 



-2 -

HIGHLIGHTS OF ISRAEL 1 S SEVENTH YEAR AS A NATION 

Despite the turbulence of Arab-Israel relations and the political tm­

certainty of the Midd.le East area, Israel in 1 ts seventh year of growth has 

continued to give attention and emphasis to those fields in which lie her 

ultimate salvation: advances in scientific research, advances in health e.nd 

social welfare, agricultural development, accomplishments in industrial 

freedom, cultural achievements. These are milestones in the seventh year of 

a maturing Israel. 

~~morable achievements bc.ve been made in a!'Cbaeological discoveries 

enriching the history not only of the Jews but of all the peoples of the world. 

Israel's institutions of migher learning and scientific research have 

advanced against the pressures of limited resources. The Hebrew University 

Medical School has during the past year graduated its first doctors; tbe 

Israel Institute of Technology has produced ever-increasing numbers of 

architects and engineers, and the Weizmann Inotitute of Science has delved more 

deeply into its work on scientific humanism. Music, dra:ma and the pictorial 

arts r.ave been concentra teci. ai wi tb exciting results. 

Pt.J:aPOSE OF THE OBSERVANCE 

To better acquaint the American IJeOple with the achievements of Israel, 

in order to promote a better understanding and more intimate relationship 

between these two countries. 

To bring to the Al!lerican people an awareness of Israel's struggle against 

almost impossible odds . 

To arouse in the citiz.ens of the United States a S3J11pathetic approach 

to the privations, courage and sacrifice of the citizens of Israel in 

maintaining a d.emocracy in an area where ignorance, disease and poverty appear 

to be accepted standards of existence. 
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liO'W YOU CA.It HELP 

We know that the ::ioat effective r:iedia for creat1n(; goodvill and 

enriching the relationships between peoples and nations are t he Preas, TV and 

Radio because of' their direct visual and audio contact -with vast audiences of 

men and Votlen. 

We should like to enlist your aid in bringing to the attention of the 

American public the fact of the observance of Israel's Seventh Birthday, her 

accomplishments in bettering the lot of her people under most adverse 

circUl'!latancea, as well as other interesting infoI1:1Btion concerning the' 

celebration. 



• ni~OMil t~i~ 
ISRAEL OFFICE Of INFORMATION 
I I E11st 70th Street, N- Yorlc 21, N. Y. 

SEVEN YEARS OF ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE 
Independence Day - Apr il 27, 1955 

POPULATION AND IMMIGRATION 

At the time of the proclamation of independence the 
Jewish population in Israel was 650,000. 

The total population of Israel on December 31, 1954, 
was 1,717.834, of which 1,526,016 (89%) were Jews and 
191,818 (11% ) non.Jews. Of the non-Jews, mainly Arabs, 
131,500 were Moslems, 42,800 were Christians and 17,500 
were Druzes. 

Most of this population increase has been brought about 
by mass immigration. Between May 15, 1948, and Decem­
ber 31. 1954, 735,394 persons immigrated to Israel. 

The natural increase in population amounted in recent 
years to an average of 30-35,000 per annum. The birth rate 
rose from 27 per 1,000 in 1948 to 29 in 1954. The death rate 
declined from 7.3 per 1,000 in 1952 to 6.7 in 1954, while 
the infant mortality rate was reduced from 52 per 1,000 live 
births in 1949 to 39 in 1954. 

Absorption and lntegrat ioa of lmmigrallh 
Less than two percent of the new immigrants wlio have 

arrived in the country since 1948 had previously en.gaged 
in agriculture, while half of them had no vocational or pro. 
fessional training at all. In 1954, 15% of the active Jewish 
population was engaged in agriculture ( 12.6% in 1947) and 
42% in industry, mining, construction and transportation. 

Hoasing . 
More than 110,000 permanent housing units have been 

built since the establishment of the State, the majority of 
which are occupied by new immigrants. 

Cultural Int egration 
Some 150,000 adults have studied Hebrew in a com­

prehensive network of courses for adult education. Of this 
number, 40,000 attended classes in 1954-55 under "Opera· 
tion Hebrew," a voluntary endeavor designed to impart an 
elementary knowledge of the Hebrew language and culture 
to newcomers.. 

THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS 

When the term of the Second Knesset (Parliament) ex· 
pires in July 1955, the young democracy, which more than 
doubled its population and voters through immigration from 
some 70 countries, will have experienced signllica.nt politi­
cal stability. Israel is a parliamentary democracy of the type 
which bas been evolved in W estem Europe. The Knesset con­
sists of a single 120-member chamber elected for a four-year 
term on the basis of proportional representation. The Cabinet 
is responsible to the Knesset and holds office as long as it 
mjoya the confidence of the Knesset Since the establishment 
of the State, there have been three coalition governments 
comprising almost the same political parties. 

While the F"lrSt Knesset, elected by the general electiona 
of January 1949, dissolved itself because of a government 
crisis in the middle of its term, the Second Knesset, and the 
coalition cabinet of the four_parties (Mapai, General Zionists, 
Progressives and Hapoel Hamizrahi-Mizrahi) based on it, 
held office for the whole term prescribed by law, enjoying 
the continuous support of over two.thirds of the legislature. 

Despite the multiplicity of political parties resulting from 
the proportional system of elections, a prevailing majority 
of the nation is, through the normal working of the demo­
cratic process, united on the main Lc;sues o:f internal and 
foreign a.ff airs. 

EC ONOMIC STABILIZATION AND GROWTH 

National Income 
In 1954., national income amounted to JL.1,426 million, 

as compared with IL.1,100 million in 1953. National income 
per capita increased from IL.666 in 1953 to IL.843 ($444) 
in 1954 (compared with $650 in France, S450 in the Nether· 
lands, $420 in Austria, $270 in Italy, $250 in Greece and 
$170 in Turkey). Less than half of this increase reflect& 
changes in pric.es. The rest represents a net increase in the 
average level of productivity in the Israel economy. Com­
pared with 1950, real national income increased by about 
(JO% and real per capita income by about 20%. 

Natiomal lavestmed 
Gross national investment in 1954 amounted to IL.432 

million, as against IL.325 million in 1953. Net capital forma­
tion increased from IL220 million in 1953 to IL.292 million 
in 1954, in both years amounting to one-fifth of the national 
income. 

Prices 
The inflationary pressures in the economy, caused by the · 

mass immigration and long term overhead mvesbnents, were 
considerably checked following the large increases in pro­
duction and the New Economic Policy initiated in February 
1952. The Consumers Price Index, which rose from 100 
in September 1951 to 196 in 1953, increased in 1954 by 
only 10% lo 220. 

Agriculture 
Since 194849, the physical volume of .agricultural pro­

duction has increased by almost 125% . In 1953-54 alone, 
the physical volume as well as the added value of agricul· 
tural production increased by 22-24% . The cultivated area 
increased from 412,500 acres in 194849 to 925,000 acres 
in 1954-55. During the same period the irrigated area almost 
trebled from 72,500 to 200,000 acres. During the seven years 
of independence over 400 new settlements were establish~ 
as compared with 277 settlements in the course of the pre­
vious 70 years. 

A $40,000,000 60-mile Y arkon-Negev pipeline, diverting 
the waters from the River Yarkon, north of Tel Aviv, to the 
parched land of the Negev, is near completion. This pipeline 
will supply the Negev with 100,000,000 cubic meters of 
water annually. 

Industry 
In the four-year period, 1950-1954, the volume of indus­

trial production increased by about 60%. In 1954 industrial 
manpower increased by 10%, while production rose by 20%. 
The sale of electrical power for all uses, which may serve as 
a partial indicator of industrial activity, increased from 329 
million kwh in 1949 to almost 820 million kwh in 1954. In 
1954, 48 new factories started production. 

The Investment Center was established in 1950 to en­
courage capital investments in the various industries. Since 
then, the Center has extended facilities and recommenda­
tions to more than 1,750 enterprises, which have mobilized 
over IL.105 million in local capital and over $220 million 
in foreign capital. Br March 31, 1954, 425 enterprises had 
started production with investments of IL.37 million in local 
and S57.7 in foreign capital. 

Naftlral Resources 
Since the establishment of the State, many mineral re­

sources have been discovered, chiefly in the Negev. Today, 
the mineral wealth of the country consists of the following 
principal natural resources: Potash, Caustic Soda, Magne-



s.ium, Bromine, Rock Phosphates, Ceramic Clays and Glass 
Sand, Feldspar, Manganese, Copper, Iron Ores and Mica. 
Tracie 

The large increases in production. which were recorded 
in all branches of the economy, and the economic and com· 
meroial policy of the government have made a very important 
contribution to tl1e improvement of Israel's international 
accoWlts. Imports, which reached a peak of $343 million in 
1951, declined to $290 million in 1954. Exports in 1954 
reached a level of $88 million, a more than 100% increase 
over the 1952 levell and a 50% increase over the 1953 one. In 
1949 exports covered only 11 % of the imports while in 1954 
they financed 30% of them. Since 1951, the annual ~~cit 
in the balance of trade has been redaced by $100 million. 

In 1954 Israel established a market for her exports in 
16 11ew countries, thus bringing the total number of coun· 
tries boring Israel's producta to 80. 

Besides earnings from the export of merchandise, Israel 
earned in 1954 $29 million horn invisible exports, partly 
from the 38,661 tourists who visited the country in the course 
of the year. 
Traasportatton 

Rawoadj - :r n 1954 the total length of broad gauge 
lines was 220 miles, as against 62 in 1948. The length of 
sidings and branch lines was 112 miles, as compared with 
80 miles in 1948. In addition, the 6nt stage of a 45-mile 
Negev railway. connecting Na'an and Beersheba., is now 
bein laid. JoaJ.s - The total number of motor vehicles in lsniel 
reached 44.614 in 1954, as compared with 24;366 in 194.9. 
The length of asphalt roads increased from 890 ·miles in 
1949 to almost 1,250 miles by the ~ing of 1954. 

Merchant Fleet - The merch.aDt marine of larad ex­
panded from 6,000 tons in 1948 to 21 veuela with a gross 
tonnage of 55,000 tons in 1950 and 34 vessels with a groee 
tonnage of 137,00[) tons at the beginning of 1955. 

A.ir Tra.n.spartation - El-Al Israel Airlines started op­
eration in Joly 1949. At the end of 1954. El-Al operated 
eight planes, 4 Constellations and 4 of the Curt:iss-commando 
type. linking_four continents: Asia, Europe, North America 
and Africa. The total nmnher of paseengers carried by El-Al. 
which has a perfect safety record, increased from 15,51• in 
1950 to 32,639 in 1954.. In addition, the Arkia Corporation, 
a subsidiary of E.1-Al, operates within Israel, linking Tel 
Aviv, Haifa and Eilat. 

EDUCATION 
Universal, compulsory and free education for children 

from 5 to 14 was established by law in September 1949. The 
philosophy of the educational system is defined by law as 
follows: ''The state educational system aims to base funda­
mental education in the state on values of the heritage of 
Israel and the achievements of science, on love for the coun· 
try and fealty to the state of larael and the Jewish people, 
on training in agriculture and manoal labor, on pioneering, 
and on strivin§ tuwards the creation of a society built on 
freedom, equality, tolerance, mutual help and love of man· 
kind." 

From 1948 to 1955 school attendance inaeased from 
98,000 to about 350,000. 

Higher Education: The 1948 war cut oll the Be~rew 
University on Mount Scopus from Jerusalem. The Univer· 
!ity resumed classes in temporary premises scattered through­
out the city. ~ite these difficulties, four new schools have 
been added (Medicine, including Departments of Dentimy 
and Pharmacology, Agrlculto.rc. Lawt F.conomics and Social 
Science) and former departments have been expanded. The 
number of students increased from 870 in 1948 to 3,200 
in 1955. 

The Hebrew Institute of Technology - "Technion" in 
Haifa bas experienced a similar expansion. In the course of 
the last seven yea.I'S. five new departments have been added 
(Science, Industrial Chemistry, Architecture, Aeronautics 
and Agricultural Engineering), and the number of students 
r~ from 660 in 1948 to 1,480 in 1954-55. 

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 
By the end of 1948, Israel had ~ hospit:alB with a total 

of 4.626 bed.. By the beginning of 1954, the number of 

' \ 
hospilals had risen to 87 with 10,609 beds. In tpite' of the 
large increase in population, the number of hosp~ beds 
per 1,000 of the population rose from 5.33 in 1949 t~ 6.50 
in 1954. ' \ 

The first stage of the National Insurance Law ""8.S adopted 
by the Knesset in November 1953. It covers old age .and sur· 
vivora insurance, maternity and industrial accident insurance. 

PROGRESS IN THE ARAI COMMUNITY 
First Experiences fn Democracy 

The Arab community in Israel enjoys fnll equality of 
rights and duties. Israel eniranchised Arab women without 
any qualifications for the first time in history. The First 
Knesset bad three Arab members. Eight Arab members are 
aeated in the Second Knesset. They may, and do, address 
the legislature in Arabic. and the proceedings in Hebrew 
are translated simuhaneoual)· into Arabic. 

The Government has intiated and encouraged local self. 
government in the Arab communities. For almost all of them 
this bas been their first experience in democracy and self. 
government. There are now two Arab municipalities and 
twelve Arab local councils, out of a total of 21 municipal 
corporations and 78 local councils. 

lmprovente11ts in LMag Staaclards 
The Ministries of Agriculture, Education, Health, Interior 

and Religion include special departments foT the rromotion 
of the economic and cultural standards of living o the Arab 
population! 

Since three-quarters of the Arab population lives in rural 
area, the emphasis has been on the modernization of Arab 
agricultUre through loans, new mcthoda of cultivation and 
mechanical equipment. In the last four years Arab agricul­
tural production increa!ed conaiderably, e.g., vegetables from 
2,550 to 9,500 tons a yeu, fruits from 7,910 lo 16,300 tone 
and olives from 2,400 to 10,100 tons. 

With the assistance of the Ministry of Labor and the Bis­
tadrut (General Federation of Labor), Arab farmers and 
workers h .. e established more than 130 producer, consumer 
and distribution cooperative eocietiea. 

Great strides have been made in wiping out the acourg~ 
of malaria aDd tnherculosia; which wcte so rampant 8b:.°hf 
the Arab population. and in generally improving their 
conditions.. Special clinics bne been set up in Arab oe:ntaa 
and mobile clinics serve outlying areas in the Negev and 
Galilee, at which medical service as well as hoepitaliiation ia 
free of charge. 
Advaaces la Edacatioa 

The Proclamation of Independence gwuanteed to all 
citizens freedom of language. education and culture. The 
Arab community has availed itaelf of this right and the 
majority of Arab children attend state govenrme:nt achools 
with Arabic as the language of instruction. In ~55 more 
than 26,000 atudents were enrolled in these schools as com­
pared with 7,400 in 1948-49. About 80% of the Arab school 
age population now atlalds achoo!, the highest percentage 
among all the Arab countries. (It was '5% during the later 
period of the mandatory regime in Palestine.) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Israel has been recognized by 62 countries and is repre­

stnted in 48 countries. 
In 37 of them Israel maintains diplomatie mi.ions, five 

of which are Embassies (United States, United Kingdom, 
France, Soviet Union and Canada). In 17 other states lsrael 
maintains Consular offices. 

Israel was admitted to the United Nations on May 11, 
1949, a year after the Proclamation of Independence. Two 
Iarael missions are attached to the United Nations, one at 
the New Y orlc Headquarters and one at the United Nations 
European office in Geneva. 

Thirty-eight states have representations in Israel; 25 with 
diplomatic missions, 4 of which are Embassies (United Sta tea, 
United Kingdom, France, Soviet Union), and 13 with Con­
sular offices. 




