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shoulders, or as the king is borne on high by faithful and devoted °
retinue - so the Jews carry their Torah, in a combined mood of
exaltation and worshipful respect.

Psychologically, this type of celebration iz very dinteresting.
It reveals clearly the homage Judaism pays to learning and education.
After all, the Torah Scroll - the object of all ;h;s-dffaction.é-is
but a book, the five volumes of Moses, aﬁﬁ such vpngti;ion of a book
is not to be found in m.oth'er cunum-pat.zem m fact that
our religion cenberﬁ about a book; and nat'ﬁbouc & king, a priest, or
a general, indicates most strikingly the albhaéis"e put upon education.

There is a little parable in one of the proems to Iidrgsh
Lamentations which illustrates this concept most graphically:

‘"Rabbi sent R. Assi and R. Ammi an'a'lt;aion to organize
(religious education in) the cities of the land of Israel. They came
to a city and sald to the people 'Bring us the guardians of the city!,
They fetched the captain of the guard and the magistrate. The two
Rabbis exclaimed, 'These the guardians.of the eity? These are its
destroyers!' (i.e. if you rely solely upon the army an§ the law, the

city will certainly be destroyed). The people inquired, 'Who, then,

are its guardians?' and the Rabbis answered, 'The teachers in Bible
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and Mishrah, who meditate upon, teach aﬁd preserve the Torah day

and night.! fhis is in accordance with what is written in Scripture,
"Thou éhalt meditate therein day and night" (Joshua 1:8), and-it‘is simi~
larly stated, "Except the Lord build the house (1.9. unless it is built
upon the basis of education in the divine precepts), they 1§bor'in vain
that build it." (Psalm 127:1)

Horr;a-#oseph, the celebrated-Jeﬁish.théblogian and analyst,
wrote in his authorifative volume "Jud#i5§-§§ Creed and Life" a csimilar
evaluetion cf the‘role of educaticn in tﬂs-ﬁreservatinn of our heritege.
fils words are sharp and clear:

"For ;he Jew, religious education has been the bulwark of
moral and social stability. 'thé.uorldzitself', the Talmud declares
'rests upon fhe breath of the children in the schoolhoUS€i.sseeasss !

The Jew sees that religlous teaching is a species of communal insurance.”®

Insurance does not help the dead. It simply provides that
the coming generation of the living will not be in want. 5o, in the
sense that Dr. Joseph uses the term "communal insurance®™, religious

education is designed to provide every future generatioh of Jews that

support necessary to sustain our heritage. We take out insurance by























