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• Joseph Strellti, ~ident, 
Amrican Fri ds of Tel Aviv University, 
7354 thVen oad, 
orfolt. a. 

ar • Stre11 t:s, 

unday. 13th \!arch. ig77 

rur autua1 frien4, Rabbi Jorbert Pr:iecban,, hu suggested that l camc:nmicate 
vlth you in your capacity as chai'l"t11U of the Amorican rl.ends of e Tel Aviv 
University, :as vell ill a COGnitted. R.efom Jw. 

:F<;r the last tour yaarslt our con gation 1a t .Aviv has been utilizi a 
in the tel Aviv University. 1b• um.versity has hen under considerable 

pressure, bOth from within its 'ranks end without, far rai:tU Refom 
cmgregation to be housed ereln. The congregation has scourod the entire 
ar.a tid there s~ly ls no other facility to use. o ave asked for land in 
or r to ho able to p t up a uild:ln • Hovover11 becaus of political Objections 
from the Orthodox ~•s, even our older JIOr estiblis congregation in 
Tol Aviv has lw1 difliiuley i11 acqUirug land on ch to build. You Da}' ave 

ea.rd thu last e a c:amit:be t fivo years • 'tO give land to t e 
Tel ~iv con~tlon eon overturned y t:he City Council. e are :fighting 
this through oth 1 al and political weans, bvt so r ~o no Yai.L 

I enclosi two letters which ave been written to e Preui ont. of tbe 
University, who,, J boliev , would lib 'to b hel,Pful but evlduntly is under 
groat pressure ft'0!:1 mthln his oun ranks. 

1 have discussed the tter at 1 gtb with erb. o 
ca:mnmicato with )"OU d lnfom you of the develoinent.s • "Ibo 1 versity has now 

iYen us a oadli.Dc to l ve its praises by the end of April. As you ca see 
from tbo correspondenc .. I ave kcd for IJI appoi11t11ent ritb Professor Ben 
Shahar. and hopeful that we will be able to work matters out without calling 
upon you for your assistoce. However, :in cue we :into difflCUlty., lerb and 
I would like to preYa.11 upm you to play e constructive role on this issue. 

I opeful that the nen uae you are in Israel. ve can arrangements to 
cot togethor. so that I can inf om you of the progrus of our t here 
and faailiarize you with our challenps and problems. 

ame.st ersonal regar4s , 

bi Rieliar G. Hirsch 

J cc. bi lerbert Fri dm:m 
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Prof. Ha.ta a.-Shahar, 
Prelident, 
Tel Aviv Univtnlty, 
ltnr1at Aviv. 

' Dear Dr. lft-Sbahar. 

6dl Jamaazy, 1016. 

Rabbi Ady Alsabl. Coordlutol' d t.M llnel Nov .... t fol" Proin11lve 
Judaia•, ha• aivn .. the letter ated J11t Dec.Uel', 19'15, from th• 
Director, Infonaatlon and Public Relations DepartBent, Tel Aviv 
UniveTsity, notifying hia that the arran1o•nt1 for the use of University 
premises by our Ramat Aviv congregation hav• been tel1llinated. 

l find it difficult to understand tho action takon by tho Unlvor1ity, 
After I had discussed th• utter vith you, personally, by phone las.t 
year, l w1s subiequontly informed by your 1ecrotary that th• con1regatlon 
would ho permittod to r e1U1in. 

At a meeting of the Board of Governors ot the Jewish Agency last fall, 
I discussed this utter with ~tr, Victor Carter, the Chairman of the 
Board of C'..ovornors of the Univorsi ty and wu told by hl11 that ho would 
dilcuss th• matter with you and vould inpro11 on the leadership of the 
University the importance of pendttina the coneroeation to remain. 

A university is supposed to be a centre of intollectual and spiritual 
freedom ~d an agency for fosterini a pluralistic society. A Jewish 
univorsity should be especially concerned abou~ pTOviding a positive 
set tine for Jewish learning and expression of Jewish values. 

I, therefore, hope that, in your c.apacity as President ol a Jewish 
institution of hiahor learni.n1, you wlll encouraae those responsible 
to reconsider their action. 

I .vould welcoae th• opportunity ot di1cus1in1 this aatt•r with you by 
phone or in person and hope you will comaunicat• with •• at your 
convonlom:•. 

I aa writin1 thl1 letter in Bncli1h because I want to 11nd a copy to 
our autual friend, Mr. carter. 

cc. Mr. Victor caner 
~bi My A8s.abi, 

livracha, 

Rabbi Rlcht-rd O. Hinch. 

... . 
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Profeuor Ual• leaAsi..a..., 
Pnlldent, 
Tel A•l• UDlnntty, 
llaat A•l• 

I u wrltlnt ln eonnec:t.lon with our Conin11tl0ft ln Ramt AYlY, which ha1 
been usln1 faellltle1 of th• t1nherslt1 since lt1 fO'\D'ldtna. Por th• lut 
tw~ year1 thctr9 h&• b..n an extended 1erle1 et meetlnR•· co!Zlnmle&ticna1 
and cornsrondence betvon the con~gatloa and the Unlvenlty. The 
UnlYertlty has lDteTalttenitly notlfl..t the conarei•tlon that it 11 
teftdn:\tlns the use of unlveralty L'adUtl••· We hell•w that the u:nder-
lyi"I natoo tor this hu btm pn1.sun froa IOIM Ortltoda Jewlah 1quarten • "­
both wlthln and vlthoat th• univ•nltr trueworJt. 

Th• l'OSt recent c~leatloa troll your ofllce t• tJte ~onirwiatloa wu a 
Jett•~ written by Nr. Yehlel la T••l cin Jan11UY 11, 1~17, 1A wblch h• 
notiflod th• conrn1atloa that they veut• ban t• wcat• by April, 1977 . 
and UJ'JH th• to •••t faclllties elsnhtn. He also ladlcated, ''tho ~ 
1.blvon1ty f<'T it1 part wi 11 do whatever 11 la tu capacity, by tumln1 to 
IMllclpal and public 1>odie1, la ordtr to help llad u approprl•t• plac• of 
pTayer," I apok• to Hr. len T1vl renerday' an4 tao hforu • that th• 
!Mlvenlty l\u •et ..... al• tAt th• anythllla. 

For OUT part. we ba" Mt wlt'h th• national offtcen of W1%0 which tumecl 
.... dOWD our nque•t to nnt the wtIO hall 1n but Aviv. Our requen ~o r9Tlt 

th• flbtadrut fadllt1•• ln Roat Aviv ha.I h•• rejected beuut• of on~laa 
aetlvttl•• which an conduct9d Ml Prldq ft'1Hiftl•• Tho CGnJl'Ct£•tlon has 
1councl th• entire an•, an• hu Mt ben able te flu anotbn 1ultable 
place. In tho llaJlt ol the allon, I • ukhs tM •lnralty ..W.htntlea 
i. reeorislder IU 4-clel•. 

Then an a nUlll>er of facton ""teh tho U.linnltr 1hnl• tale Int• 
cou1derat1on: 

1. If th• COfttncatl• wen Orthodn, the pY.nuleDt, both nation.al an4 
local, wout• coutruct f1e1Utles ed/or pnntde t.-pcwary ~rten. Because 
of .U1erlalnat!Dn aea!ut nen·Ol'1hodox consniatlou, OUT conirecatlon~hawe 
r•c•lved neither land. •uilcUna- aor "'2>11d1•1 for rabhl1 and relt~ous 
FD in•• 

l. ta t~• ~te4 Stat••• lt 11 COISIC!a praetl•• for aewly .. tahllahed 
.l••d•h &onfftf•tionl te use '*'1venlty n 1i11Uu f1dlltlt1. lotJ\ 1ecuJa 
wslftftltle1 •• n• m1Tet1ltl .. 1pona-.. '1 a.rlatlu falt1' Jl'WP• vlll 
f,.._tlJ .. te anet 1 .... te 1111 m1ilatl .. w,npUw, la erdn 

I f'J)l ••••••••• /a \ 
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to etteeun .. th• pwnuit ef nUel• u• t• 4..onstnt• 1o..a will toward 
J.w1. It b lnc0a9pnhenslble that hen la !In.el, a Jnbh anbenlty 
t1\CllU14 ftGl be able to fintl ltft1 ro9 Wlthlb lt• Drl• tael11t1•1 for a 
aroup of fellow J_.,,,., "'10 1Mt to p•rpat•t• th• J•b·h laerlt•p, p&rtlev­
l•rly when th• 1aJ.• fHlllU•• an aner ua .. dmiq th• tl••• Tequtn4 
•1 tit• eonanratlon. · 

s. Tel AvlY Uniwl'lltr h aupport .. b1 th• entin J«Wbh people. A 
tlcnlftcant nUl'lbor of your ac:tlY• 1upportns atlll- c.ntrlbuton are lthmttfl .. 
wl1h Retom JuJlln, and th• •ut ujority abroad an 1ff1Uated wltb 
non-Orthodox •1ll•1ope9. I• adclltl ... to cllreet cont1'1butlons, the 
UnlYonlt1 r.cel••• •UJ'POl't lroe th• Jwlsh A1enq. Y'tsttrrfay. the loarcl 
of COYarnon •f th• Jewhh Alener, en which I llaff 11'• prlYll•i• of 1lttln1, 
appJ"crved a budcet ef aany •illlons of dollan for th• Un1Yenlty. I do ... 
bell•V• that tlli• 1Uf'P.!1'ten ef th• Uni•enlt1 vwlcl be pleued were thq 
to lean that th• MOcle1t nquest of a poup ef Jeva to nnt quuten fn 
wor1hlp wu nJect91l and Uat la t .. •tin 11 =•t7, •place coult be 
to.cl for th• te 1at11w. 

I undentan4 fl'aa wr llilt•l frl.,.• lntn1 lem1tel11, nectathe h••• ef 
th• IJftJ.ted .Jmlh APJtftl, th•t ,... an nt1n1 vltlt ht• t• Soath Africa 
thl• •••keft4. I laerW)r ~-" • oppertialtt to wt wlth 1ft u aoon 
u po1111tl• fellwba ,... hta.l'ft. I• ... wtt.e. I _,. ,_ t• 
unclertw th• Wtlatln ,_ 1Wd_...hli •f ... ,..1u. •liopt .. ., 
th• ualftl'llt1·. 

M• U.,.r Slal..o Lahat 
Nr. tnt111 lnmt•l• ' 
Mr. Yeh.lei a. Tnl 

· w. Mn. arurta Beri.1la 
Mr. n.vtd 1t1e11tr 
~l M.y hJah~~ . 
~· ?'?" . 5~fv-

J 



t3 Kinv David Street 
Jenalem, Israel 

OMeeef .... •••DINdW 

nt>ipnt> n,,rr,s, "1l7wit i'll,xn 
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

T o : Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 

Fro•: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

o in ,.,en ·ni 
0''11'11' 

August 11, 1975 

lbis is a reminder to you concerning our discussion on July 15, 1975 
during which we reviewed the expansion of the College program to include a 
formal degree-granting program for Israeli rabbis in Jerusalem. 

After reviewing the needs and the goals of the prograa, it was agreed 
that you would convene the College faculty comi.ttee dealing with this area in 
September (or October) and that then we would have tiae to get together to dis­
cuss the results at a meeting at the Biennial in Dallas. For your files enclosed 
is another copy of my memo dealing with needs of the Movement. Ezra will prepare . 
the memo on the College's aspects of the program. 

Since both you and I and other potential participants in the meeting 
will tmdoubtedly have hectic schedules at the Biennial, I am writing this memo 
now to make sure that we block off some time. 

.. 

Ira Youdovin will be responsible for my calendar and I will appreciate ' 
it if so•eone from your office will co-.micate with him suggesting a ti.Jle and 
place for the aeeting. 

cc: Prof. Michael Meyer 
Prof. Eugene Mihaly 
Prof. Ezra Spicehandler 
Dr. Paul Steinberg 

Rabbi Ady Assabi 
f Rabbi Herbert Friedman 

Rabbi Robert Sa11Uels 
Rabbi Moshe H. Weiler 
Rabbi Moshe Zeaer 

I • 

Bivracha 



Rabbi RICHARD G. HIRSCH 

To Rabbi A. Ass:aby 
Dr. A. Got tsichalk 

/ Rabbi H. Fri1edman 
Prof. M. MeyJer 
Prof. E. Mih,aly 
Rabbi R. Samuels 
Prof~ E. Spi1cehandler 
Dr. Paul Ste;inberg 
Rabbi H. M. 1~eiler 
Rabbi M. Zea1er 

Prom: Rabbi R. G. l~irsch 

June 26, 1975 

This is ii11 preparation for the meeting 
which will be held on Tuesday, oilwRe 15, 1975, at 
4.00 p.11. at the Co1llege. 'Jv.ly 

Prof. Spi~ehandler is preparing a memo 
on curriculum, faculty and oth~r academic require­
•ents frot1 the perSJ!)eCtive of the College. 

Bivracha 



13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

To 

From: 

n~,i'nr.:> n1,n'7 .,~7UTn lll"l<ii 
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-7"8, 232..444 .)\> 

Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 
Prof. Ezra Spicehandler 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

1J 111 11mi1 ·ni 
D1 )Y11i1 

June 26, 1975 

In accordance with your request I am hereby indicating why it is 
essential to establish at the College in Jerusalem a full scale degree-granting 
program for rabbis (and eventually for other Jewish professionals). 

I. NEEDS IN ISRAEL 

On the basis of our experience gathered over some fiftee~years it is 
unlikely that any significant number of American-trained rabbis will come to 
Israel, and of those who do come or do express an interest in coming, most are 
not properly qualified to serve . It takes anywhere from five to ten years for 
an average person to become completely fluent in Hebrew. Moreover, most of our 
men do not have an adequate background nor acquaintance with Israel to meet the 
needs of an indigenous population. An Israeli rabbi not only has to speak Hebrew. 
He has to have something to say in Hebrew. In addition, in recent years there 
has been a precipitous drop in Aliya. Therefore it is clear that we cannot 
count on the American-trained rabbinate to be a source of leadership . 

'11le original motivation for the establishment of the program in 
Jerusalem to train Israeli rabbis becomes all the more valid. From the 
positive perspective, the rabbis who are most in tune with the needs of the 
community are Israelis. Once an Israeli with an M. A. degree in Jewish studies 
has completed the supplementary work required for ordination, he is more likely 
to be adequately trained for his task than an American-trained rabbi. Also, 
while he is studying he can be used in a leadership capacity, as has been the 
case with the four students now at the College . 

At ~he present time the following congregations are without full-time 
rabbis : Nathanya, Nahariya, Haifa, Nazareth, Ramat-Aviv, Ramat-Gan, and Beer­
sheba. We have need for at least two full-time rabbinic youth leaders. 1he 
Leo Baeck School has at the present time need for four rabbinically trained 
teachers. '11le kibbutz , when it is established, should have at least one young 
rabbi r esident there to be a member of the kibbutz and to give leadership to 

• • • 2 



, 

2 

educational programs to be conducted there, and.should we develop the kind of 
intellectual center we have been talking ~bout, several more could be absorbed. 
Thus, even within the present incipient stages of development, we could easily 
absorb fifteen rabbis in Israel alone. Tilis does not allow for growth which, 
I am sure, would ensue as a result of the activity and momentum generated by a 
crew of such rabbis. We have already had ntD11erous requests to establish new 
congregations which we have been unable to fulfill because of lack of rabbinic 
personnel; just as we have had several requests, even without any recruitment 
program, by Israelis to study for the rabbinate at the College. 'Ihe potential 
is unlirnfted. My own philosophy is predicated on a "Johnny Appleseed" approach . 
Wherever we plant a rabbi who has something to offer, a progressive Judaism will 
take root, flourish, and bear fruit . 

Our experience has demonstrated that when Israeli students leave 
Israel to be trained in the U.S. or in England, they tend to remain abroad . 
Of the at least seven Hebrew Union College trained Israelis, not one is at 
present serving our movement in Israel . If they are trained and graduated 
here, there is a much greater likelihood of their remaining here . 

II. NEEDS OF PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITIES TIIROUGHOUT. nfE \'iORLD 

I have just returned from South Africa, attending a meeting of the 
Biennial conference of the Southern African Union. While there, the Southern 
African Union talked about developing an Institute of Higher Learning which 
will train teachers, educators and rabbis. I encouraged them in their efforts 
to train teachers and educators but suggested to them that they delay for the 
time being the attempt to establish a rabbinic training program until we see 
what develops with our Jerusalem program. I told them that there were a number 
of possibilities seriously being considered. It would, in my opinion, be the 
height of folly to establish another rabbinic training program in Southern 
Africa. 'Ihere is every reason why our College in Jerusalem should become the 
training center for our world movement, with special emphasis on Latin America, 
the European Continent, South Africa, and Australia. 

III. NEEDS FOR RABBIS IN POSITIONS OTllER TIIAN CONGREGATIONAL 

There is a desperate need for educators, teachers and rabbis throughout 
the Jewish world, and our College in Jerusalem could become the center for 
training them not only for congregations of the Reform Movement but also for 
communal positions everywhere. 

The College can and should become a training center for preparing 
teachers of Judaism for kibbutz schools, youth villages, and government 
schools. At the present time we have a sta~ding request for the training 
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of such teachers for the Ben Shemen youth village and the Leo Bae~k school 
and we have every reason to believe that the Ministry of Education would be 
interested in supporting such programs. Regarding the kibbutz, for example, 
the entire thrust of both conferences held at Oranim was that the kibbutz 
movements would welcome our approach to Judaism, and would be happy to have 
it taught throughout their high school network. But we must provide the 
teachers. We simply have not addressed ourselves seriously to recruiting 
and training men. We could permeate the kibbutz movement if we had the 
personnel. In sum, the College in Jerusalem could function for World Jewry 
in the same manner in which it is beginning to function in an expanded per­
ception of its role for American Jewry in developing a wide variety of Jewish 
professional leadership. • 

IV. NEEDS OF 1HE COLLEGE 

Until such time as the College develops programs for Israelis 
it will always have the character of a foreign transplant. To train American 
students for the American rabbinate does not make a direct contribution to 
Israeli life . Our movement needs an intellectual center which is nourished 
by and in turn nourishes Israel, because it is rooted in the soil of Israel. 
That can and should be the College. 

V. CAPACITY OF TiiE WORLD UNION TO ABSORB RABBINICAL GRADUATES 

It is clear that we are talking about significant sums of money 
within the Progressive Movement to employ the rabbis. educators, youth workers 
and semi-professional leadership who will be the graduates of the Jerusalem 
school programs. We should figure on an amount of approximately $ 20,000.­
per man to cover salary, expenses, and support budget. If the World Union 
were to have at its disposal 15 men over the next few years, for instance, 
that would mean an increase in the World Union budget over the next few years 
of$ 300,000. - , a sum that should be attainable. I am convinced that we can 
generate the operating funds, even as we have already somehow or other 
managed to find the necessary funds, despite inadequate cooperation . There 
is no question that we are beginning to get more funds from our non-American 
constituencies and that we can continue to anticipate more funds for these 
and related programs through the World Zionist OrganizatiQn. . 

' . 




