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Sunday, 13th March, 1977

that 1 communicate
Friends of the Tel Aviv

: .
i
Hih _r

Warmest personal regards,
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
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6th January, 1976.

Prof, Haim Ben-Shahar,
President,

Tel Aviv University,
Ramat Aviv,

 Dear Dr. Ben-Shahar, j . ; St T

Rabbi Ady Assabi, Coordimator of the Israel Movement for Progressive
Judaism, has given me the letter dated 3lst December, 1975, from the
Director, Information and Public Relations Department, Tel Aviv
University, notifying him that the arrangements for the use of University
premises by our Ramat Aviv congregation have been terminated.

I find it difficult to understand the action taken by the University,
After I had discussed the matter with you, personally, by phone last
year, I was subsequently informed by your secretary that the congregation
would be permitted to remain.

At a meeting of the Board of Covernors of the Jewish Agency last fall,
I discussed this matter with Mr, Victor Carter, the Chairman of the
Board of Governors of the University and was told by him that he would
discuss the matter with you and would impress on the leadership of the
University the importance of permitting the congregation to remain.

A university is supposed to be a centre of intellectual and spiritual
freedom and an agency for fostering a pluralistic society. A Jewish
university should be especially concerned about providing a positive
setting for Jewish learning and expression of Jewish values,

I, therefore, hope that, in your capacity as President of a Jewish
institution of higher learning, you will encourage those responsible
to reconsider their action.

I would welcome the opportunity of discussing this matter with you by
phone or in person and hope you will communicate with me at your
convenience.

I am writing this letter in English bocahso I want to send a copy to
our mutual friend, Mr. Carter.

Bivracha,

Rabbi Richard G, Hirsch,

ecc. Mr, Victor Carter
ApRabbi Ady Assabi,
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2nd March 1977

Professor laim Ben-Shahar,
President,

Tel Aviv University,
Ramat Avivy

Dear Prefessor Bem Shahar,

I am writing in connection with our Congregation in Ramat Aviv, which has

been using facilities of the University since its founding, For the last

two years there has been an extendod series of meetings, commmicatioms .
and correspondence betwoen the congregation and the University. The % a
tUniversity has intermittently notified the congregation that it is

terminating the use of university facilities. We believe that the under-

lying reason for this has been pressure from some Orthodox Jevish quarters, e

both within and without the university framework. i

The wost recent commmication from your office te the congregation was a

letter written by Mr. Yehliel Ben Tsvi on January 16, 1977, in which he

notified the congregation that they would have te vacate by April, 1977 -
and urged them to seek facilities elsevhers. He also indicated, "the

University for its part will do whatever is in its capacity, by turning to
mmicipal and publiec bodies, in order to help find an appropriate place of

prayer.” 1 spoke to Mr, Ben Tsvi yesterday and he informs me that the

University has not been able te find anything.

For our part, we have met with the national officers of WIZO which turmed
down our request to rent the WIZO hall in Ranmat Aviv. Our request to rent
the Histadrut facilities in Ramat Aviv has been rejected Lecause of ongoing
activities which are conducted en Friday evenings. The congregation has
scoured the entire area, and has not been able te find another suitable
place. In the light of the above, I am asking the wniversity sdministration
te reconsider its decision.

There are a mubof of factors which the University should take inte
consideration:

1. If the congregation were Orthodex, the government, both national and
local, would construct facilities and/or provide temporary quarters. Becsuse
of diserimination sgainst nen-Orthodox congregations, our congregationchave
received neither lend, buildings nor subsidies for rabbis and religious
p“m.

2. In the United States, it is commom practice for newly established
Jewish econgregations to use university er similar facilities. BPoth secular i
universities and even wniversities sponsored by Christian faith growps will

frequeatly go to grest l-nip to accommodate our esngregations, im erder
[} .........ﬂ :
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to encourage the pursuit of religien and to demonstrate good will toward
Jews. It is incomprehensible that here in Israel, a Jowish unlversity
should not be sble to find sny room within its ample facilities for a
group of fellow Jaws, who seek to perpetuste the Jewish heritage, particu-
larly when the said facilities are never used during the times required
by the eongregation,

3. Tel Aviy University is supported by the entire Jewish people. A
significant nurber of your active supporters snd contributors are identified
with Refom Judaism, and the vast majority abroad are affiliated with
non-Orthodox symagogues. In addition to direct contributions, the
University receives support from the Jewish Agency. Yestorday, the Board
of Covarnors of the Jewish Agency, on which I have the privilege of sitting,
approved & budget of many millions of dollars for the University. I do met
believe that the supporters of the lniversity would be pleased were they
to learn that the modest request of a group of Jews to remt quarters for
vorship was rejected and that in the -tlu commmity mo place could be
found for them te gather.

I understand from our mutual friend trﬂ_nx Bernstein, executive head of
the United Jewish Appeal, thst you are flying with him te South Africa
this weekend, tm&ymnawm-ltyumt-uhmum
as possible following your return. In the meantime, I urge you t
undertake the mmgmmmm-tmpuu- uo’tdby
the University,

Enclesed is a copy of my letter to you of Junusry 6, 1976 in a similar vein.
] ~ Bivracha,

. Mayor Shiomo Lahat
Mr. Irving Bemnstedm - ' o o
Mr. Yehiel Ben Tsvi « . D FRl | A

be. Mrs. Bruria Berish
Mr. David uogltr
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maTpnn My mhwn Tk
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

13 King David Sireet 13171 o 'm
Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232444 v oy §
Office of Executive Director *3%3n 13ten nawd v

August 11, 1975 .

10 Dr. Alfred Gottschalk
From: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

This is a reminder to you concerning our discussion on July 15, 1975
during which we reviewed the expansion of the College program to include a
formal degree-granting program for Israeli rabbis in Jerusalem.

After reviewing the needs and the goals of the program, it was agreed
that you would convene the College faculty committee dealing with this area in
September (or October) and that then we would have time to get together to dis-
cuss the results at a meeting at the Biemnial in Dallas. For your files enclosed
is another copy of my memo dealing with needs of the Movement. Ezra will prepare
the memo on the College's aspects of the program.

Since both you and I and other potential participants in the meeting *
will undoubtedly have hectic schedules at the Biennial, I am writing this memo ;
now to make sure that we block off some time.

Ira Youdovin will be responsible for my calendar and I will appreciate !
it if someone from your office will communicate with him suggesting a time and
place for the meeting.

Bivracha

PO A

cc: Prof. Michael Meyer
Prof. Eugene Mihaly
Prof, Ezra Spicehandler
Dr. Paul Steinberg

Rabbi Ady Assabi

¥ Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Rabbi Robert Samuels
Rabbi Moshe H. Weiler
Rabbi Moshe Zemer



Rabbi RICHARD G. HIRSCH v AWK TIXM A

June 26, 1975

To : Rabbi A. Assaby

Dr. A. Gottschalk
/Rabbi H. Friedman

Prof. M. Meyer
Prof. E. Mihaly
Rabbi R. Samuels
Prof. E. Spicehandler
Dr. Paul Steinberg
Rabbi H. M. Weiler
Rabbi M. Zemer

From: Rabbi R. G. Hirsch

This is im preparation for the meeting
which will be held on Tuesday, dume 15, 1975, at
4.00 p.m. at the College.

Prof. Spilcéhandler is preparing a memo

on curriculum, faculty and other academic require-
ments from the perspective of the College.

Bivracha

o &
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

13 King David Street 13 M1 1907 M
Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 v oYyvIT?
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June 26, 1975

To : Dr. Alfred Gottschalk
Prof. Ezra Spicehandler

From: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

In accordance with your request I am hereby indicating why it is
essential to establish at the College in Jerusalem a full scale degree-granting
program for rabbis (and eventually for other Jewish professionals).

I. NEEDS IN ISRAEL

On the basis of our experience gathered over some fifteen, years it is
unlikely that any significant number of American-trained rabbis will come to
Israel, and of those who do come or do express an interest in coming, most are
not properly qualified to serve. It takes anywhere from five to ten years for
an average person to become completely fluent in Hebrew. Moreover, most of our
men do not have an adequate background nor acquaintance with Israel to meet the
needs of an indigenous population. An Israeli rabbi not only has to speak Hebrew.
He has to have something to say in Hebrew. In addition, in recent years there
has been a precipitous drop in Aliya. Therefore it is clear that we cannot
count on the American-trained rabbinate to be a source of leadership.

The original motivation for the establishment of the program in
Jerusalem to train Israeli rabbis becomes all the more valid. From the
positive perspective, the rabbis who are most in tune with the needs of the
community are Israelis. Once an Israeli with an M.A. degree in Jewish studies
has completed the supplementary work required for ordination, he is more likely
to be adequately trained for his task than an American-trained rabbi. Also,
while he is studying he can be used in a leadership capacity, as has been the
case with the four students now at the College.

At the present time the following congregations are without full-time
rabbis: Nathanya, Nahariya, Haifa, Nazareth, Ramat-Aviv, Ramat-Gan, and Beer-
sheba. We have need for at least two full-time rabbinic youth leaders. The
Leo Baeck School has at the present time need for four rabbinically trained
teachers. The kibbutz, when it is established, should have at least one young
rabbi resident there to be a member of the kibbutz and to give leadership to
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educational programs to be conducted there, and should we develop the kind of
intellectual center we have been talking about, " several more could be absorbed.
Thus, even within the present incipient stages of development, we could easily
absorb fifteen rabbis in Israel alone. This does not allow for growth which,

I am sure, would ensue as a result of the activity and momentum generated by a
crew of such rabbis. We have already had numerous requests to establish new
congregations which we have been unable to fulfill because of lack of rabbinic
personnel; just as we have had several requests, even without any recruitment
program, by Israelis to study for the rabbinate at the College. The potential
is unlimited. My own philosophy is predicated on a "Johnny Appleseed" approach.
Wherever we plant a rabbi who has something to offer, a progressive Judaism will ,
take root, flourish, and bear fruit.

Our experience has demonstrated that when Israeli students leave
Israel to be trained in the U.S. or in England, they tend to remain abroad.
Of the at least seven Hebrew Union College trained Israelis, not one is at
present serving our movement in Israel. If they are tra;ned and graduated
here, there is a much greater likelihood of their remaining here.

ITI. NEEDS OF PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

I have just returned from South Africa, attending a meeting of the
Biennial conference of the Southern African Union. While there, the Southern
African Union talked about developing an Institute of Higher Learning which
will train teachers, educators and rabbis. 1 encouraged them in their efforts
to train teachers and educators but suggested to them that they delay for the
time being the attempt to establish a rabbinic training program until we see !
what develops with our Jerusalem program. I told them that there were a number
of possibilities seriously being considered. It would, in my opinion, be the
height of folly to establish another rabbinic training program in Southern
Africa, There is every reason why our College in Jerusalem should become the
training center for our world movement, with special emphasis on Latin America,
the European Continent, South Africa, and Australia.

IIT. NEEDS FOR RABBIS IN POSITIONS OTIER THAN CONGREGATIONAL

There is a desperate need for educators, teachers and rabbis throughout
the Jewish world, and our College in Jerusalem could become the center for
training them not only for congregations of the Reform Movement but also for
communal positions everywhere.

The College can and should become a training center for preparing

teachers of Judaism for kibbutz schools, youth villages, and government
schools. At the present time we have a standing request for the training
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of such teachers for the Ben Shemen youth village and the Leo Baedk school
and we have every reason to believe that the Ministry of Education would be
interested in supporting such programs. Regarding the kibbutz, for example,
the entire thrust of both conferences held at Oranim was that the kibbutz
movements would welcome our approach to Judaism, and would be happy to have
it taught throughout their high school network. But we must provide the
teachers. We simply have not addressed ourselves seriously to recruiting
and training men. We could permeate the kibbutz movement if we had the
personnel. In sum, the College in Jerusalem could function for World Jewry
in the same manner in which it is begimming to function in an expanded per-
ception of its role for American Jewry in developing a wide variety of Jewish
professional leadership.

IV. NEEDS OF THE COLLEGE

Until such time as the College develops programs for Israelis
it will always have the character of a foreign transplant. To train American
students for the American rabbinate does not make a direct contribution to
Israeli life. Our movement needs an intellectual center which is nourished
by and in tuin nourishes Israel, because it is rooted in the soil of Israel.
That can and should be the College.

V. CAPACITY OF THE WORLD UNION TO ABSORB RABBINICAL GRADUATES

It is clear that we are talking about significant sums of money
within the Progressive Movement to employ the rabbis, educators, youth workers
and semi-professional leadership who will be the graduates of the Jerusalem
school programs. We should figure on an amount of approximately $ 20,000.-
per man to cover salary, expenses, and support budget. If the World Union
were to have at its disposal 15 men over the next few years, for instance,
that would mean an increase in the World Union budget over the next few years
of $ 300,000.- , a sum that should be attainable. I am convinced that we can
generate the operating funds, even as we have already somehow or other
managed to find the necessary funds, despite inadequate cooperation. There
is no question that we are beginning to get more funds from our non-American
constituencies and that we can continue to anticipate more funds for these
and related programs through the World Zionist Organization.





