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ISZATL'S UETDS “OR THE IEW YEAR
I, ISRAEL T0DAY - A COUNTRY OF FROGRISS AND TRO3LIMS

Israel faces the beginning of the Jewish New Year 5713 with a
record of progress snd achievement of which sll vho are conscerned with Is-
rael's future may be proud -- but the nev State is confronted, at the same
time, with problems as urgent =s at any time in its young history.

Achievements of the Past Four Years

Born into a world of international tensions and unease, Israel has
proven that despite the hirh idealism of its immediate goal ~- to rrovide a
haven for the homeless and build a new nation on the firmest democratic nrin-
ciples -~ courage éud enté:ﬁ:rléd ean ﬁiﬁifa the zravest danzers and crises.

During Qﬁe'ﬁngt-iﬁig%jﬁjri'?ﬁﬁ.ﬁﬁb ﬁd!eoiurs'hape entered Israel --
doudling the population of a tiny lend the size of iew Jersey.

Jet Israel -- with the encouragement of the Western world and the
very real aid of American Jewry esntributing sany @i11ions throush the United
Jewish Appeal -~ has forged through imnumerable @ifficulties to compile an
impressive record of achievements

Israel established a stable government -+ fourht end won a bitter
war for survival -- gained admission to the Connells of the United Nations,

Isrsel's great deeds of the past few years are many and well known,
but the accomnlishments of smecial interest to Americans who have contributed
toward the develomment of Isreel lie in the historic homecominz of the home-
less and the attempt to absorb these newecomers into Israel's democracy and
strengthen the new state's economr.

Among the greatest strides in this regard have bteen in the snhere
of agriculture, The figures ares amazing,

In 1943, vhen Israel was established, there were 175,000 acres under
cultivation. Todayr, that figure stends at 1,075,000 acres,

In 1948 there were 60,000 acres under irrigation; todar, 122,500
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acres rield produce vhere the earth was barren before.

In terms of settlements crested -- 325 since 1948,

In terms of milease of roads -- 344 newly dbuilt; 334 reconditioned.

In terms of afforestation -- 12,000,000 trees in 1943; 14,000,000
additional trees since then,

In terms of housing -- 75,000 permanent housing units construeted
end 57,000 temporary units -- a totel of 132,000 housing units.

When one considers the difficulties involved and the sacrifices en-
tailed for Israel's veople, such records of aﬁvnw are truly remarl-able,
Israel's enemiea did not expect even survival for the new nation. Israells
friends d4id not hope for so much in so brief a period.

The face of Israel has been changing -- vhere the earth was dry and
barren it is turning green and fraitfu)l., The land is dotted with new settle-
ments, new houses, end the look of hone on the faces of Israel's neople., There
have been dark hours, there were battles for survival, there was the unorece-
dented influx of immi-rants who came with nothing but the clothes on their
backs, 3ut with the aid of the United Israel apmeal vﬁich receives its funds
from the UJA, Israel continues to move ahend,,.diespi¥e the extreme seriousness
of the problems that beset it,

achievements of the Post Year

At Rosh Heshanah time 5712, vhen the homeless were pouring into Israel
by thousands from Iraq and Roumania and other countries of Eastern Turope and
the Moslem world, the country had great plans for expamsion of agriculture,
construction of housing, creation of settlements.

Handicavned as Israel's neonle were by severe foocd shortages, lack
of medicel supplies and the rising nrice of raw materials on the world mgriket,
with the aid of funds from America they have won further victorles in their war

against want.
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In terms of agricultural developments - an inerease of 40p in
Israel in the past twelve months!

The most spectacular geins were in the Northern Negev, where culti-
vation this spring of 175,000 formerly cdormant acres resulted im z bumper crop
of wheat and barley in vhat was once barren desert,

And 20,000 families (four persons ver family) have been seitled in
agriculture in the pest year.

At the same time, industrial _productlon has increased by about 155,

and the discovery of nev deposits of mineral weslth in the Southern Negev

encourages hopes that Israel will urodnce some of the key rav materials it

needs within its 'bar&ers ~- phosphates, kaolin, manganese, iron and copper.
There is the possibility also that the Negev and other parts of Isrzel may
produce oil,

To ease the hardships of life in tents for the newcomers in the
vork villages of Isracl, thousands of itransitional homes have been constructed;
tents and huts of tin and canvas which broucht & measure of comfort to herd-
pressed thousands,

In the field of care for the aged and handieapped, the UJA-financed
Malben program conducted by the Jodnt Distribution Committee has been able
each month to discharge 300 from its care as cured, hns helped thousands of the
old, the sick, the maimed, through institutional eare and rehabilitation aid.

Research, building, construction, swamp drainace, irrigation, affores-
tation, educatioral and cultural improvements, are areas in vhich Israel con-
tinues to make progress.,

To strengthen its economy, the government has instituted such »oli-
cies as regulation of the amount of money in circulation to slow down inflation;
concentration on basic industries; allocation of row materials to factories

vhose records shov highest efficiency,
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But against the record of achievements there exists a severe econom-
ic crisis brought about in Israel through a lack of hard currency, and threat-
ening to jeopardize the welfare of Israel,

Israel's Fregent Difficulties

At the start of the year 5713, Israel's problems can be traced pri-
merily to the lack of hard currency reguired for murchase of vital imports and
payment of obligations,

Today, Israel suffers the greatest imbalance of foreign trade in the
world -- with imports running 85% over exports.

Israel suffers from shortesges of food, fuel and housing,

Israelis are not getting a balanced diet. There is a serious lack
of protein, and their meals are made up mainly of starchy foods.

The housing situation is extremely serfous at this moment for
245,000 people -- 63,400 families -- vho are insufficiently housed, with
winter coming on. Tents must be replaced with houses; shacks and huts win-
terized.

Figh taxes, including new municipal, purchase and lumary taxes, and
the need for defense expenditures in view of surrounding hostility, place all
Isracl citizens on a regime of continued austerity.

Political tension has necessitated an increase in the draft veriod
to two and one half years,

Some ynemployment has cropped up, resulting from the curtailment of
imports of raw materials for Israel's plants and factories,

Thousands of aged and handicapped immigrants are on walting lists
for Halben care.

Repid agrieultural growth has failed to keep pace with the doubling
of Israel's population in four pears,

And Isrzel must dip further into its dwindling cash reserves to meet

payments on intergovernmental loans as they fall due,
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II. UJA'S FIVOTAL ROLE

The United Jewish ippenl occupies a pivotzal role in efforts to help
the new state settle and absord the newecomers that have doubled its population
since 1948, coming from 69 countries, varying in backgrounds, views and
language,

Since 1948, America ald to Israel through the UJA has totaled close
to $390,000,000!

These funds have fed, clothed, sheltered and gziven hope to the new-
comers, and have made possible initial steps in their recovery,

UJA's role in helping Isresel on the road to ecomomic independence has
been defined 'by David Ben-Gurion, PFrime Minister of Israel, as follows:

"The assistance American Jewry provided through the UJA was an in-
strumental factor in achieving the estzblishment of Israel znd similarly can
be a major factor in helping to assure Israel's future.”

Abba S. Iban, Isracl Ambassador to the U,5, recently stated:

"The United Jewish Appeal, vhich was first in the field as an ageney
to assist Israel in its task of nation-building, has lost nothing of its cen~-
tral and aviding importance..,.hgricultural settlement, which owes much to UJA
funds, is no less important an aspeet of Israel's advance toward economic pro-

ductivity than is industrial development,..”

I111. TFOURTEEN YEARS OF DEDICATED SIRVICE
American Jews, through the UJA, have achlieved miracles in the re-
construction of Jewish life. 1In close to 14 years of humanitarien service, the
UJA has helped to make vossible the Tescue and rehabilitation of millions of
Jews throughout the world.
The Jewish IP camps of Burope are a thing of the past -~ there re-

mains but a residue of this post-war evil,
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Va.numbers vere given emergency help and later a new stort in

Israel, in America, or helped to survive in the countries vhere they lived,

¥hole cewish populations have been rescued from despair -- 50,000
from Yemen, more than 120,000 from Iraq brought to Israsl aboard UJA-financed
planes. ..thousands more from Roumania and other lands on special plnnes and
shins...one nevcomer every three minutes at the height of the great influx
of the homeless,

Families have been united, children spared the terrors of abandon-
ment and set on the road to new liwes, old veople offered peace and a meas-
ure of comforts

The hungry have been fed, the sick have been treated, the homeless
have been moved to areas of hone,

UJA funds have cireled the globe -- and wherever they have rone
they have alleviated suffering, reclaimed vast areas of land, strengthened
democracy, end brightened the prospects for the future for hundreds of thous-
ands of human beings -- helping, in fact, more than a million people since
UJa's inception in 1939,

Here gre,some of the ways in which UJA funds, expressing the will
of imerican Jevry, have helped the homeless in One of the great life-saving
efforts in all history:

The United Isrsel Anpecl, one of the three constituent agencies
of the UJA, since the dary of Islrael's incependence, has received from the UJA
a total of $215,500,000 to make possible 288 agricultural settlements, 124
ma 'abaroth (temmorarr work villages) and 125,000 housinz units for immizranmts.

In 1948, twenty per cent of the United Israel Appeal's budget went
into agricultural expansion; in 1945, thirtr-four per cent; in 1950, forty
per cent, and last year, nlmost fifty ner cent. This moner is being expended
to bring thousands of acres under cultivzstion, to construct ker irrigation

rrojects, for reclanation of desert sreas and for the planting of nev forests
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Thus, of the 3216,500,000 allocated b the UJA to the Unitad Israel

and the drainae:, of svamps.

Appeal for settlement ~nd imnizration progroms, $119,182,000 has been spent on
agrienltural nrogranms alone!

The Joint Distribution Committee is enother constituent agency of
the United Jewish Anpezl vhich serves a function so important that its deeds
speak louder than worcds,

Allocations to the Joint Distribution Committee from the UJA for
exvenditures ‘dn Israel since estab}.ﬁ;!ment of the new Statelhave included
345,100,000 for immigration bamen 1548 and the end of 1950; and $13,750,000
for the JDC-opersted M:lben program for care of aged and handicapped nevcomers.

Melben, previously mentioned, was the Joint Distribution Committee's
largest single operation last year. Kalben has in more tm two years of ser-
vice vrovided treatment, institutional care QMMH.WM for thousands of
aged, sick, and disabled nevwcomers to Israel. |

lien and women once considered hopelessly sick are now supnortins them-
selves, Each month, MalBen is sble to discharge 300 from its care, In tvelve
sheltered workshops ghd in the world-famous “Village of the 3lind" at Gedera,
vhich recently vas repsamed “?illage-df Lightt, the hah&icapped are belnz taught
to maintain themselves. °

Since World Var II, the Joimt Distridution Committes has helped more
than 1,000,000 Jevs in Turope and lioslem lends, while hundreds of thousands
have been asided in finding new homes in Israel and other lands,

Zast year slone, more than 275,000 in Europe and Moslem couniries
raceived direct JDC relief assistance,

Throuzh JOC feeding programs in schools =nd canteens, 30,000 half-
starved children in North Africa and Iran vere keot alive, |

Vith JOC assistsnce, more than 100,000 Jevws in Zurope were advonced

along the road to economic independence through credit institutions, producers!
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cooperatives and trade schools,

The United Service for lew Americans, the third constituent agency
of the United Jewish Arpeal, carries on the reception, adjustment and integra-
tion of Jewish displaced persons and refugees brought to the United Ststes,

Since the Displaced Persons Act was vassed here thre? year's 28g0,
the USNA has enabled 70,000 Jews to come to our shores,

In 1951, it received and settled 16,500; and this year's total should
be close to 7,500.

Since the end of 1950, the United Israel Apped..has been responsible
for the program of transferring newcomers from other lands to Israel, assuming
2 task formerly emiaﬁ Gn br the Joint msym:!fm—ﬁoﬁittee. The combined
total of immigrants Bro»g;_ut to Isreel by the Joint Distribution Committee and
the United Israel Arpesl since 1948 is more thp 700,000,

These new .nit_iz;_gfns; of Israsel hainnuhere else to turn., Through the
UJA, Anericen Jewry saved their lives amd held forth hope for the future.
Through the UJA, we ca'n"‘-llel';)-'fq determine vhat ﬁnd of future they shall have,

n'; 5713 - TEB !‘EAP AHEAD
Ig Israel

The State of Israel, with the ald of UJA funds, plans in the next
year to strengthen its aeox;omy in fou;' vrincipal areas -- agriculiure, industry,
communications and housing.

Israel hopes to achieve a progrrm of "economiec consolidetion® rather
than continue as in the preceding four years with measures of "improvisation
through necessity." However, there are immediate dirfficulties facing Israel's
nevconmers which must be solved at once rather thon through lonz-ranze planning.

The Jetwish llew Year Degins with Israsl still fightinzg its second war
of independence -~ its var for economic freedom,

Israel hopes in the yeer shead to raise domestically 70% of its food
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requirements and to expand the area of technical cropse

Israel aims to secure domestically through its agriculture the
country's needs in regard to vesetables, poultry, fruit and fish -- while
increasing production of milk, eggs, oils, sugar and fibers for textiles,

Israel hopes in the months ghead to shift the industrial emphasis
from production of consumers goods to the establishment of basic industries.

The Negev, vhere copper, minerals, phosphates and other vital raw
mogterials have been discovered iam recent months, is expected to serve as a
reservoir of agrieultural raw materials snd natural resources needed for
Isrzel's industry, It 15 exnected that 3,000 toms of copper worth $2,000,000
will be mined in the not too distant future, and that phosphate procuction
will save Israel $6,379,000 and earn, through export, $3,730,000.

Israel has many plans for expending communicatiéns lines, build-
ing new roads, new railways, etc,, =- and among the most significant will be
the new railroad line prnpbsed between Beersheba and Na'em, vhich is ex-
pected to be the ey to further development 6f the Negev,

, Immigration figures in Israel's future »nlans, 4Although immigra—
tion has fallen off in recent months, newcomers continue to arrive in
sizeable numbers,

From January 1 to July 1952, 13,848 newcomers arrived in Israel,
In the immediate future, immigrants are E:pected still from various Eastern
European countries, and additional thousands may arrive from other sensitive
areas.

UJA OBJ=ZCTIVES 1IN ISRAEL

In future months UJA funds must:

1, Felp provide suitable housing for 245,000 living in tents,
canvas huts,shacks and barracks,

2« Help establish 50 new settlements for 5,000 immigrant families

and expand 15 settlements previously created,
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3. Help Israel to achieve approximate agricultural self-sufficiency
through cultivation of thousands of sdditional acres of land.

4. Help increase Israel's water supply by makinz possible irrige-
tion of 27,500 acres, and through new pipelines, reservoirs, dams and pumping
machinery.

5. Help provide care for 15,000 roung people and 13,000 aged and
handicapped,

6. Help bring additional thousands of homeless Jews to Israel.

OUTSIDE ISRAEL

In addition, UJA funds must provide vital welfarc aid in other ereas,
offering -«

1, A lifeline of help to 1-55;000 persons =~ in Surope and in Moslem
countries vho are dependent on UJA funds for medical aid, food, clothing, or-
phan and old age care and rehabilitation threugh training,and

2, Adjustment care for thousands of former displaced persons in
their initial steps of mdaptetion %0 a mev life in the United States after
yoars of privation and woiting in DP comps abroad. Some 7,500 will have ar-
rived by the end of December, in addition to thowsamis already here who need
help in establishing themselves,

American Jews through the UJA have financed the movement of the home-

less to Israel and other free lands and have helved to reconstruct shattered

‘lives zmong distressed Jews everywhere,

This is not the time to call this zreat work finished. Ve have en-
couraged the despairing to hope anew -- we must not now destroy that hope,
V. AN OCCASION FOR REDEDICATION
During this reriod of the Jewish New Year the Jews of America can
rededicate themselves to the humanitarian nrincinles which have guided them
through the past decades of trial and reconstruction. They can resclve to

support the Republic of Israel, helping the new nation to stamp out suffering
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by spurring its ecomomic progress, vhile contiminz to help distressed
Jews in other parts of the world,

With Israel fighting for economic survivel and freedom, while
245,000 immigrants still live in tents snd shacks, and vhile production
in the new state must fizht an uphill battle .]agaﬁm shortages of every

kind, American Jews can pledge themselves to help relieve the most severe
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