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Israel faces the beginning of the J'et·1ish liew Year 5713 with a 

record of progress C\llG l\Chievel:len.t o:' t1hieh ~11 \-rho are coneerned with Is­

rael 1 s future mS:f be proud -- but the ne~· State is confronted, at the same 

time, with problei:is ~s urgent PS at an.,v tioe in its younG history. 

Achie~el!lents of the Past Four YPars 

Born into a world of international t~nsions and unease, Israel has 

proven that despite the hir,h ideRlism of its iMncdiate goal -- to provide a 

haven for tho homeless and build a new nntion on the f irnest de1n0cratic nrin­

c iples -- courage e::.l enterprise can surviv.e tlie :?;ravest dah"'"ers encl crises. 

Inring the post four ,years 700,000 newcomers have cntercc! Israel -­

doubling the population of a ti.ny lt-..nd the 9!ze o! Ue\1 J.ers~. 

:.'et Isragl - with the encourSE;ement of the Western world and the 

ver~ real aid of A~erican J 0 wry contribu'.\ing J:1all.Y millions throu£h the United 

Jewish Appesl -- has forged through innur.icrable c~!iiculties to compile an 

icpressive record of achievenent. 

Israel established a stable gover~e~t -- fought Pnd won a bitter 

war for survival - - gained aa.mission to the Councils of the United Nations. 

hrt?el 1 s pr eat <A.eeds of the pa'3t few yen.rs are ma.ey and well known , 

but the accon~lishments of S?ecial interest to Aocricsns who have contriblted 

toworc. t.he a cvelori::ient of Israel lie in t~e historic 1:.omeco~ing of the hocie­

lesa and the attempt to absorb these ne, .. corncrs into Israel 's f.eniocraey and 

stre~gthen the new state's econom.;. 

AI:ong the greatest striles in this reeard have bsen in the s?here 

of agriculture . The figures arP. anazi1l5. 

!n 1948, t·•hen Israel \·;as estr.blished, there were 175.000 acres under 

cultivation. ~o~r, that figure stcnds nt l,075,000 ocr~s. 

In 1948 there were 60,000 !l.CT'"s un.C..e.r irri, .... at ion; tad.a:', 122 . 500 
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u.cros ~ield :!)roduce "·:1cre t:ie e~.rth t1as barren before. 

!n terns of settle~ents crested -- 325 since 194-8. 

In tercs of nileage o: roads -- 344 M'"·rl...,. built; 334 reconditioned.. 

In terns of afforestati~n 12,00C,OOO trees 1n 1948 ; 14,000,000 

additional trPes since then. 

In terms of housing -- 75,000 permanent housillg units constru.et 0 d 

end 5?,000 temporary units -- a totel of 132,000 housing units. 

\•Thon one considers th~ dlfI'ieultios involved and the sacrifices en­

tailed for Isr:i~l ', people, such recorcls of a~vanoement are trul,y remar1-:able. 

Israel's enemies did not CJ.:'J>ect even survival for the new nation. IsrP.el's 

friends did not hope for so ouch in so brief a periOd . 

Th~ face o! Israe~ hsls been changipg -- where the earth WAS dry and 

barren it is turning green and fraitfu1. The :tan~ is dotted with new settle­

~e:its, new houses, end the look of ho9e on the faces of Israel's ~eople. There 

have been dark nours, there were battles for survival, there was the un~rece­

c'~ented influx of 1;.ioi!"Tants who came t1ith nothing b1,.;.t the clothes O?l their 

backs. 3at with the aid of the United Israel Ap:>eal ,1hich receives its funds 

from the UJA. Israel continues to rnove ahead ••• c.'..espi\e the extrece seriousness 

of the problru:is that beset it . 

~c~ieveoents of the Pnst Yenr 

At ~osb Eashanah ti~e 5712, when the hoQelees were !!Ouring into Israel 

by thousands from Iraq and :aou!:lania and other countries of Eastern ~urope and 

the Moslem world, the country had great plans for eXpansion of ~riculture, 

construction of housing, creation of settlements. 

::if\ndicap!)ed as Israel 1 s people were by severe fooe.. shortar.:es. laak 

of medical supplies and the rising 3ll'ice 01' raw materinls on the world DC\rket, 

with the 81l of funds from America the~ have mm turthrr victories in their war 

against \·1ant . 

.. 

\ 
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In terms of agricultural C.evelopments - an incrt;?as,, o! 40,~ in 

Israel in the past twelve oonths! 

The C!Ost spectacular g?.ins were in the !Tort":lern Neg"'7, where culti-

v3tion this spring of 175,000 forrnerl¥ corr.ant acres resultel in a cu.;;xper c~op 

of wheat and barlc;r in what was on~e bm-ren desert. 

And 20,000 families (four t>ersons ,,er fn.mil:r) have been settled in . -
a~iculture in thi: past year. 

At the same time, industrial production h~s incre~sed. b~ about i5;, 

~nd the discovery of nev deposits of mineral WC"'lth in the Southern NPgev 

encouraees hoves th~t Israel will produce sone of the key raw materials it 

needs within its borders -- :pho'3phates. !~olin, canganesc, iron and. coy-,er. 

':there is the possibil~t;r also t~1at the :Gerev anci other p~rt9 o~ Israel may 

produce on. 

~o ease the hardships of life in tents for the ne·comers in t..~c 

work villages of hra~l, thousands of tra.nsitio:lal hooes have been constructed: 

t~nts and huts of tin and canvas which brought a l!lcasure of comfort to ha!'d-

pressed thousands. 

In the field of care for t~e aged and ha.tidicapped, the uJA- financed 

Helben proeram conducted b~ the Joint Distribution CoOJ'l'littee has been able 

each month to discharge JOO from its care as cured, hfls helped thl)usands of the 

old, the sick, the ~aimed. through institutional care and rehabilitation aid. 

.P.cs ear ch, builC.ing, construct ion. swanp c"..ra1nage , 1rr igat ioc , affores-

tation, educational and cultural i::iprovcoents, are arens in which !s=ael con-

Hnucs to make progress. 

To strengthen its econom,y, the goverll.1!1ent has instituted such poli-

cies as regulation of the amount of money in circulation to slow GO\m inflationi 

concentration on b;.isic industries; allocation of :-aw materials to factories 

whose records sho"' hif¢1est efficienc;r. 
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But Af'ainst the record of ac~ievements there exists a severe econoc­

ic crisis brought about in Israel thro\l&h a lack of hard currency, and threat­

ening to jeopardize the welfare of IsrAel. 

Israel's Pr~sent Di:~iculties 

At the start of the ~ear 571), Israel's problems ca::i be traced pri­

m rily to the lack of hard currency required for !'W"Chnse of vital i.!?lports and 

pa.,171ae:it of obligations. 

Todeii, Israel suffers the greatest inbalance of foreign trade in the 

world -- with il!\ports ru.nni~ 85;6 over exports. 

Israel suffers from shortages of food, fllel Elnd housiag. 

Israelis are not getting a balanced diet. There is a serious lack 

of protein, and their meals are made up nainlt of starc}\.v foods. 

The housi?l6 situation is extrer.iol.y serious at this moc~nt for 

24) ,000 people -- 6),400 fwn!lies -- \lho are insufficientl,y housed, with 

winter coming on. Tents cu.st be replaced with houses; shacks and huts win­

terized. 

F.igh taxes, including new municipal, purch~se and lllXllr~ taxes, and 

the need for defense e:-tpenditures in view of surround.ing hostility, place all 

Israel citizens on a reg1.l!le of contin'.led auster:it:'. 

Political tension has necessitated on increase in the draft period 

to two and. one half years. 

Some Unen:rplo,rt:ent has crop~ed up, resulting from the C\U'tailinent of 

1.!nports of ra~·r materials tor Israel 1s plants and factories. 

Thousands of aged and hanC.icapped ir::::iigrants are on waiti~ lists 

for Malben care. 

?..apid agriculturAl growth has failed to keep paoe with the doubllllg 

of Israel's population in four rears. 

And Israel must dip further into its d1#•indling cash reserves to meet 

P8¥Jllents on intergoverlll!lental loans 3s they f~ll due. 

' 
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II. UJ..\15 FIVOT...U. ROLE 

The United Jewish !.~peal occupies a pivotal role in ei£orts to help 

the ne;·r state settlo and absorb the ne"·co::iers that have doubled its po:pul3tion 

since 1948, coming from 69 countries, varying in bacr..grounds. views and 

l anguage. 

Since 1948, Aoerica aic'. to Israel through the UJA has totaled close 

to $JOO, 000, 000! 

':hese funds have fed, clothed, sheltered and given hope to the new­

comers, and have l!lade :possible initial stPps in their rPcovery. 

UJA's role in helping lsreel on the road to economic ind.ependence has 

been ~efineo p.:r !)avid Ben-Gurion, rril!ie Minister of Israel, as followss 

''The assistance Ao.erican Jewry !}:rovided thro\l&h the UJA was an in­

strw:iental factor in achieving the establishnent o! Israel ~.nd similarly can 

be a major factor in helpine to assure Israel 1s future.'' 

Abba S. :::ban, Israel Anbassador to the u.s. recently stated: 

''~he United Jewish AP!leal, which was first in the field as an agency 

to assist Israel in its task of nation-building. bas lost nothing of its cen­

tral and ab iding i::rportencc ••• Jigricultural settlement. which owes much to uJA 

funds, is no less important lil.n aspect of IsrtJel 1s advance toward economic pro­

ductivity than is industrial lievelopment ••. 11 

III. .t'OtJ?.rrr.<'~T ih'...ARS Oi' DEDICA'3D S!?.V!C3 

American Je~s. through the UJA, have achieved m~acles in the re­

construction of Jewish life. In close to 14 years of hur.lanitarien service, the 

UJA has helped to make ~ossible the rescue and rehabilitation of millions of 

Jews throughout the world. 

The Jewish DP camps of Dlrope are a thing of the past -- .there r~ 

m3ins but a residue of this post-H~r evil. 
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VA- numbers \·•pre given emergency h~ ar.d later a ne\·! stf'rt in 

Israel, in A7:1erica, or helped to survive in the countries ,:•her9 the." lived. 

\·thole .:-c..,rish :populations have been rescued f~om despair -- 50,000 

fron !9~en. r.orP than 120,000 fro~ Iraq brought to IsraPl aooard UJA-financed 

plones •.. thousands more fronRow:lania and ot~er l ands on special plnnes and 

shi,!)s ••• one nm·rcomer every three minutes at the height of the great influx 

of the homeless. 

FOI!li!ies !lav~ been united, children s~ared the terrors of abandon-

mont and set on the .road to new lives, old ~eople offered peace and. a meas-

url" of coofort. 

~he hun~~ ~ave been fed, the sick have been treated, the ho~el~ss 

UJ.d. !und.s have circled the globe -- rum wherever they have gone 

they have alleviated su...~ering7 reclc ioed vast arw9 of land, stre."lgthencd 

~emocracy , ~nd bri&htened the prospects for the future for hundreds of thous-

ands of hur.lan beings -- helpi~, in fact, more than a million people since 

UJ4 1s inception in 1939. 

!!'ere a:-e socc of the wcys in ~r!iich UJ.\ fµnds, expressing tl:e will 

of American Je~'ry , have helped the homeless in one of the grp,at lii'e-saving 

cf:orts in ell history: 

Th~ United Israel A~~eal, one of tho three constituent agencies 

of th<! t"JA, since t~e de.,., of Isr;.el's inf.epen~ence, has r eceived f'rom the UJA 

a tot~l of $216,500, coo to 1!4-L<e possible 288 agriccrltural settlei::ents, 124 

cn'aboroth (temporar:r \'ork vill.'.lt;;es) anc'l. 125,000 housing units for i!:i.migrants. 

In 1948, twent;r per cent of the United Israel ...6.ppeal 1s budget l-:e;it 

into a~riculturnl expnns.:.on; in 1949, thirt:r-four yer ce..YJ.t: in lS.50, fort~ 

?"'r cent, a.11d last :rear, :-.lr.tost fi.ft:r ~er ce!l.t . ~is money is bei~ expended. 

to bring thous3ntls of acres un~cr cultiv~tion, to co~st!'llct kc;~ irrigation 

!'ro~ects , for rPcbcation of clesert ~reas llnd for the planting o1 new forests 
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Thus , of the ~216,500,000 allocated b;· the UJA to the Unit~d Israel 

.lp:peal for settlement r>nd ir.riigration progr.'.'Jlls , $119,182 , 000 hes been spent on 

The Joint Dist~ibution Co~~ittee is another constituent agenc~ of 

the United Je,·1ish J .. ppeE!l which serves a function so important that its deeds 

sp~ak louder than •·ror~s. 

Allocations to the Joint Distribution Oo~.mittee from the UJA. for 

ex"?enditu:res in hrae:?. since e~tablishment of the neW Stitte have included 

$45 , 100 , 000 £or ir.u:iigc-tion bet•·een 1~48 and the end of 1950; end $13, 750 , 000 

for the JDC-operated m llien proi;:-a.m for care of aged and handicapped ne\·1comers. 

Malben, previo~.l.sl;r l:!entioned, wc-s the Joi."lt Distribution Col!l!!littec 1s 

largest s 1~le op~ration lA.st year. l:alben bas i n more thf'n two years of ser-

vice provided t r eatccnt , i nstitutional care an~ rehabilitation for thousan~s of 

aged, sick, ~nd disabled nel':comcrs to I srael. 

r:en and women once considered ho"'JPl essly sick are now su'?:'ortinf; then:.-

selves. Each month, Hs.lben is :\ble to C:.ischarge JOO f'rom its care. In tl'elve 

shPltered workshops rncl in the '<'orld- far:ou.s ''Village of the 3lincl11 at Geoera, 

\·'hich recontl.,.t:r Yas renamed 11Vi:!.lage of Light'' , t'1e handic&p:ged are beii:g tau.€ft 

to ~aintai~ thP.msclvns. 

Since World War : I, thfl Joint Distribution CoJ:lI!littee has helped more 

than 1,000, 00CI Je•·rs in ~u:rope anf. :-:osl..e.'!I h·nds , while hunclreds of tho11sands 

have been nidod in fin<iing nc\·r hur:es in Israel and 0th.er lands. 

~~st yo~r alone, more than 275,000 in Europe and Mosleo countries 

received direct JDC relief assistPnce. 

Through JX feeding progre.ns in schools ~nd ca'ltcens, 30,000 half-

starved children in lior-th Africa and Iran l'1ere kept alive. 

\Tith JDO assistance, more than 100, 000 Jews in :::~ope ~-rcre adv~nced 

along the r oad to econo~ic inde~endence th.Tou~ credit institutions , prod~cers 1 
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cooperatives and trade schools. 

The United Service :for new .!U:lcrica.ns, the t~ird constituent age!lC!1 

of the United Jewish A~peal, carries on the reception, adjustmeD.t and integra­

tion of Jewish displaced :persons and refugees brought to the United Stptcs. 

Since the Displaced Persons Act was ~ssed here three years ago, 

the USNA has enabled 701 000 Jews to cone to our s?ores. 

In 1951. it received and settled 16,500; and this year's total should 

be close to 7,500. 

Since the end of 1950, the United Israel A~pcal has been responsible 

I'or the program of transferri~ newcooors from other land.a to Israel , assuming 

a taSk forcerly carried on b~ the Joint Distribution Col!l!'littee. ~he co~bined 

total of ii:l..~igrants b~ought to Isr~«fl b! the Joint Distribution Com::iittee and 

the United Israel Anpecl since 1948 is nore th;:;n 700,000. 

These ne1:1 citizens of Israel had nowhere else to turn. Through the 

UJA, k:leric:?.~ Jewry saved their lives and held forth ho~e for the futtrre. 

Through the UJA. we c?.n b.elp to cleteroine "hat kinC:. of future the,y- shall have. 

IV. 5713 - TEE r.::a?.. AE:E..l\D 

In Israel 

The State of Israel, with. the nid of UJA funds, -plans in the next 

veo:r to strengthen its ecOnOI:J¥ in four principal ~re~s -- nericulture, industry, 

communications 3nd housine;. 

Israel hopes to aci ieve a progr...m of '1 econocic consolicktion'' rather 

than continue as in the preceding fl)ur years \-Tith ne:::isures of '1inprovisation 

through necessit:,r.'1 Ro,Hiver, there are iru:iediatc C:i1.ficultie3 fa.cL""?g :Zsraol's 

neucoI!lers which r.iust oe solved at once· rather th.-•n through long-rnoge :planning. 

The Jewish :rew Year begins with Israel still fight iDG its second '\1nr 

of independence -- its \:er for econocic fre~o!:!. 

Isroel hopes in the yrw.r ,ahead to raise docesticnlly 7(ff, of its food 
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require!'lents l'llld to expand the area of tectnical crops# 

Israel Rims to secure do~estically through its ~griculture the 

cGuntry 1s needs in reg:u-d to vegetables, poultr?, fruit and fish -- while 

increasing production of milk, eggs , oils. sugar and fibers for textiles. 

Israel hopes in the months ahead to shift the industrial emphasis 

from production of consumers good.s to the establishl:lent of basic industries. 

Th~ liegev , where copper, minerals , phosph=-"tes and other vitrJ. raw 

materials have been discovered ill recent months , is e..""q>ected to serve as a 

reservoir of ~ricultural raw materials and natural resources needed for 

Israel's ind.ustr;r . it is ex!'ected t~t J , 000 tons of copper t'Iorth $2,000.,000 

will be mined in the not too distant future, and that phosphate pro~uction 

will save Israel $6 ,370, 000 and earn, through export, $3 , 7'.30,000. 

IsrAel has mall3' plans for expandin~ col!lIDUnicnti6ns lines, buiJ.d,... 

ing new roads, n~w rail¥ays, etc.,~- and a1:1ong the cost signi£icant will be 

the new railroRd line proposed between Beersheba and Ma 1 run, which is ex­

pected to be the l:ey to further development of the !fogev. 

Imr.?igrntion figures in Israel's future ~l~ns . Although ior:ligra­

tion has fallen off in r ecent ~onths, newcooers continue to ~rrive in 

sizeable nW?lbers. 

From January 1 to J'uly 1952, 13 ,848 newcomers arrived in Israel. 

In the imr.lediate future, immigrants are e::pected still from various Eastern 

~uropean countries, and additional thousands may arrive from other senslt!ve 

a.reas. 

UJ.A OBJ3CTIV5S nr ISRAEL 

In future months UJA funds ~ust : 

1. ~elp provide suitable housing for 24),000 living in tents, 

canvas huts,shacks and barracks, 

2., Help establish 50 new settlements for 5 , 000 immigrant !amUies 

and expand 15 settlements previously created. 
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J. ~elp Isrnel to achieve ap,roxitl.'lte agricultural self-sufficiency 

through cultivation of thousands of ecl.ditional oc!"es of l~d. 

4. Eelp increase Isrnel 's w3ter suJ>pl:r b:r z:mking possible irrig.a­

tion of 27,500 acres, and t~ough nm·: pipelines, reservoirs, druns e..nd pu~ing 

oachiner~. 

5. ~elp provide care for 15,000 youllb people and 13,000 aged and 

hancUcapped. 

6. Eelp brin.g a~litio!Ull thousands of hooeless Jews to Israol. 

OUTS I.DE I S.'IUEL 

In addition, UJ • .\ funds must provide vital welfare aid in other areas, 

off P.ring -

1. A lifeline of help to 15.5 9 000 !)ersons _,... in 3urope and in Moslem 

countries \''ho ru-e depcnC.ent on UJA funds for. t:ledieal aid, food, clothing, or­

phan and old age care and rehabilitF.tion thro~ training,and 

2. Adjustncnt o~e for thousands of for~er displaced. persons in 

their initinl steps of adaptotion to a ne~ life in the United States after 

years of privation And \·r<'iti?l€ in DP caM31s abroad. Sooo 7 ,500 will have ar­

rived b~ the end of ~ece.~ber, in addition to thoasand.s alread.." here who need 

help in estnolishing themselves. 

_\rneric"n J ews th.rough the UJ~ hav:e finnnced the i:ovc:ient of the hooe­

less to Isrnel an~ other free lands and h.~ve helped to reconstruct shattered 

lives al:lOJlb C.istresscd C:-eus every\f.here. 

'?r. is is not the tine to call this great work finished. i·!e have en­

couraged the desp.:iiring to hope anew -- we mst not now destroy tb.at hope. 

V. Ali OCGASIO:T FOR 3.ZDSDIC~IOH 

DJ.ring this ~riod of the Jet-•ish ~iew Yenr the Jews of Al!lerica can 

rededicate thenselves to the humanitarian ~rinci:r>les which have guided ther.i 

through the past cle::ndes of trial ~.nd reconstr.iction. They can resolve to 

support the> Republic of Israel, helping the new nation to stanp out suffering 
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b:r s!)U.l'ring its econoaic progress, while continui~ to help distress~d 

JPws in othPr p.'lrts of the world. 

With Israel fit;hting for economic surYivp,l ~nd freedoo, w~ile 

2c.5,oco i?'.".::ti~rlints still live in tents and shacks, <1nd "'11ile- production 

in the new statP oust fight an uphill battle aga inst shortages of every 

kind, A."1erican Jews can "Pledge tl:Gr.Jselves to he!.p relieve the r.iost severe 

shortage in tnat cou.ntr~ tod;;~r -- 'the shortage of dollnrs. thro\J6h con.­

tributions to local c~mp3igns on behll.lf of the United Jewish Appeal . 




