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Each person is the prisoner of his own thoughts and
experiences., We who have been living and breathing with the Special Fund for
months kmnow it intimately, We sometimes forget that others are less
familiar with ite implications. Let me tell you about it.

The Special Fund was conceived at a time shortly after the
ugly rieting in Morocco last summer, when it became apparent that ever
larger numbers of Jews would be seeking an exodus, The circumstances of mobd
violence, political upheaval and economic strangulation which prevailed in
Morocco are well known to you. There was &2 surging stream desircus of
leaving North Africa for Israel and it became obvious that the proceeds of
the campaign at its 1955 level would in no way be able to cope with this.

The regular annual appeal must take care of what could be called the
"bread-and-butter” needs. Its entire revenues must be devoted to the
contimous absorption and colonization of those hundreds of thousands who
have come to Israel over the past years and are not yet fully self-sufficient,
The regular campaign could not begin to take care of the new immigration, when
it hardly had the full capacity to take care of the old, There are still
people in masbarot, still people unempleyed, still people in need, We

Jews in the outside world, generous as we were, have not provided for the
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past several years, enough to take care of the total immigration -- and the
people of Israel have had to take up the slack, Last year the slack was
between 31 and 34 million dollars., Thus, early) in September we started to

plan for some supplementary effort, The/supplementary campaign came to be
/

' 4

called the Speckal Fund, in the sanse/éat it would be a special effort to
/

find the extra money which would é£nable the Jewish Agency to handlethe extra
immigrants, We anticipated t?e" anmual rate to jump from 30,000 to 45 or
50,000.

On 27 September Egypt announced its arms deal with Czechoslovakia,
and a second crisis was conjoined with the first., As though the problem
of finding extra money for more immigrants were not enough to tax our
ingenuity, we quickly learned that Israel would be unable to participate with
funds in handling the flood from HMorocco, The reasson was obvious,
Re-armament would have first call on every Israeli dollar, Who could
gainsay this? Should Israsel buy guns or build houses for immizrantse?

e, who cannot buy the memm 1
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And so the Special Fund aequired a double urgency. It nnstﬁfz

large to give heart and coursge to those who were being rescued by it -- it

must be large to give relief to a beleagured Israel which conld nei-be
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expected to contribute to it. A:fj;
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both
_7 ons developing very clearly — the security ssi the
[t
r
;: \ immigration. From Jeruselem & call was Issued ferjan extraordinary
X

meeting in New York for November 18, More than 300 of the foremost leaders
of the American Jewish community passed the historic resolution autherizing
the establishment of the Special Fund, If you saw the faces in the room
that day and looked at the list of names you would automatically realize
that the group assembled was of such importance as to lend complete authority
?0-‘-[ T 'mwu Ys-»*"ﬁ"‘"
to its mandate,
Two paragraphs are of especial interest,

Paragraph 6: That contributions by individuals to the Special Fund be

. made, and accepted, over and above and without reduction of their respective
contributions to the campaigns to be conducted in 1956,
Papagraph 7: That, over and above the Special Fund, the Welfare Funds
of America agree that the UJA share from the regular Welfare Fund campaigns
to be conducted in 1956 in no case be less than the UJA share of the 1955
campaign proceeds, (End of quote).

The spirit and intent of these statements are crystal clear,
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Individoal and community suppert of the Special Tund must in no way

lessen their backing of the regular campaign, In fact, later ih the dinner,

ion is ounced to the Special s it follews that the
he

t is, in addition, pYedzing to contribute at

h to th¢’ regular 1956 drive he did in 1955.

All our efforts, both as Communities and individuzals, are
literally being watched this evening. What we will do here later om will
demonsirate to the world just how ruch the Jews of America are concerned
with the present plizht of the people of North Afrfca, with the problems
plaguing the people of Israel,

Our fellew Jews throughout the United States are watching what
we are doing, ready to follow our example.

The enemies of the Jewish people are watching what we are doing,
hoping to see a slackening of our support for the camnses of freedom and
democracy.

The men, women and children of North Africa are watching what we
are doing, knowing that their futuresare in our hands,

Finally, the people of Israel are watching what we are doing,
praying that we will help them to keep the gates open to the tens of thousands

who seek santuary on their shores. Sf sy



We must show &gl all thaf;‘\u are equal to the demands of this

cataclysmic era of human history.

tonight e our et, ~ for a
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great American, our own Senator Herbert-He-Lehman.
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