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Address by Rabbi Herdert Friedman at a staff
meeting of the United Jevish Appeal of Greater New York, Inc.,
held at the headquarters of the UJA, 220 West 58 Street, Hew

York, M. Y., on Thursday morning, November 1, 1956.

RABBI FRIEBIA.I- IT I am a 111;-!'.19 bit incohsrent
in r.m to the .aqw. of things about which I want to talk
%o you, 1% is bdeause I got off an’airplans about fifteen
minutes w;,u hu bnp etre;_zng ouggm rk. tor four
nom,,ﬁ-ih& t.& hnd.. and’ au mt i of Boutue, my mind
vas six f.houn.nd Illll au; o kg 0

I h;ﬁ' Jmuldﬁdﬂ'mmr afternoon -- and this is
Thursday uorn:l.ng In the few hours in between, I have spent
time in Paris with Mr. Pgzur, the Israel Ambassador to France;
Nahum Goldmm, who is thare now; and Ir. Shragai, who is in
charge cof lmigrati.cn._

A funny sidelight of the whole business is that
in the middle of yesterday afternoon, vhen everybody's ;dnd
vas just as t.misn as could be, an airplane landed in Geneva
vith nineteen Jews from China whom nobody expected. HNobody
imev whst to do with them. Finally, two peopls had to walk

out of the JDC office and find room for ninetesen Jews from



China. It vas a -omhz ‘incongruous note in the midst of
all that u.n‘happu-a.nzng -~ and 301’.‘ it vas & good note, because
it showed that the 1ife-giving and life-saving vork was going
on at the same Lime that we were talking about airplanes and
bombs .

This description of the last forty-eight hours
is therefore mad enough sc that you can apprecilate the fact
that I "nr_. not have .o"viryt.h:.ng in a good orderly sequence.
SQcondl__:,_ I am not ._’un sure of vhat you wvant to know, because,
vhile T am thoroughly familisr with vhat has been going on in
Israel and in Burope, I am quite unfamiliar with what has
been golng on hax'e in the United States.

The reaction in the Quai d'Orsay yesterday after-
noon vas that Mp, Eisenhower is "mad as a bull”: that's the
vay the French put it. (We will have to look over this
record afterward and declde what we can use and what we cannot
use.) The Freneh don't knov what pudblic opinion is in America
on this question -- and, curlously enough, they are quite
eager to knov what Jevish public opinion in America is. Don't
think that it is not important to them.

I cannot fill you in, then, on all the guestions
that you may have in your minds, on the basis of what has been

happening here. But let me tell you what has happened over






that meant that many fuxtions: had to cease.

I traveled over the country all day -- Friday,
Saturday and Sunday -- from north to south, to see for myselfl
vhat vas happening. The roads vere full of tanks, truecks,
armored cars and large mobile artillery vhich was being
hauled by carriers that had fifty men in each truck and the

cannom behind 1t. It vas Qlﬂ.ce clear tlnt .,#obumuon of

Lt xmt}ﬂ to lmmr - honua*l’*ﬂ sure you will
e : .{--‘ ﬂ‘-f‘ua‘: £ - ""Wg." e "\r’!‘* >4

% “ﬁ""'ﬁ, jons why Isvaslistarted fo modilizs. That
question will be ssked not even from. motives of antagonism

T e 1-_'.. -# . PN . e
or rtunt.-ont;; tgg.gnpq v:,g.l u‘ th: gunti.un. and you have

to know the &wwm .

I mnkﬂ;t.tm hno better answer than the
official -u.mnnt. that m glun vhen the announcement vas
rmny made ‘t.a tho world on Sunday morning. The statement
came froi the l.tni.nry of hftnu and from the ?orugn
Ministry: that this nub_uiuum had ocourred "as a precaution-
ary measure and to safeguard the security of Israel's borders
and border settlements”.

Reasona vere then given as te why Isrsel felt
that she had to take these precautions in order to protect her

border settlemsnts. The reasons vere pretty much as follows;



First, there wvas the rensved activity of the
fedaysen, the Arab guerrilla infiltrators who had besn coming
into the country again i.n the last two weeks from the Jordan
side _.IM the Egyptian side. They had been blowving up trucks
wvith people in them, shooting & man on & tractor, killing two

vomen who vere gathering oranges in an orangs grove at noon-

till.' lwing up & car, t&tm on the way h*a from vork at

g!"l
i.

z ?n the border.
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The women mthmwo nu r:.ghf. on the outskirts of
Tol Aviv. m max&ua a- mm vas five miles rm
 Tel Aviv. The men cd@ﬁm frql’"tho potash works at Sodom,
up to Beersheba, wer& m I.‘noutorn from s borﬁ-r, they

were deep i.nlido the lcw. which :I.l the widest poi.nt of Ilml.
' '!hlt'., ‘thin. iz the. ﬂgﬂs reason: that the feda-
yeen muuun wore !n;nulng a.nd had the cmtry jittery,
md t;;E nobody. f.n safe. B
| The second reason is that the Jordanisn elections
took place on Sunday, October 21, and the result of those
elections vas oiu&: a pro-x-gﬁatun government came into power.

A pro-BEgyptian government in power in Jordan is something






nov be united under the command of the Egyptian High Staff.
To Israel, this msant encimlemht.

The activities 6r the fedayeen, the pro-Egyptisn
maulf. of the Jordan elections, the movement of the Iraql
troops, and the final military encirclement by the ereation
of a unified command: those four _t_‘aators vere the reasons
giun ror Israel's mobmlat:lon of her tmop(_

| *Tthmtmwmmoa&‘b y that you
are mﬂbilutng !‘irtx or aizh; moam;, or weur it is, of
your mm snd it 13 a.nﬁthnr t&lng_ho ﬂb an attack ths
ronoﬂnq ﬁght. mrore I al nm tht 1311 are faced with
the second qaut'..tan: Vhy d:.d tho;r atmk on Monday night?
(The atuok vas hnnoh.d at six e'clogk on the night of
Monday, the zguh._) |

_ - The reason for tl*nt’l is ve_ri-‘-aup_lo: Everyone

in Israel firmly believes (or believed: I should put 1t in
the past tense) that Egypf;‘ vould attack Israel. They firmly
Beifeved 1t. ‘They wePe sopvinced that It vould cems at &
time of Egypt's choosing, when Israsel was felt to be weakest,
most isclated, l_nost vulnerable -- and, conversely, when Egypt
fait shrongesty DAsY predstad i Jndl WELH the rest of the

wvorld occnpied vit:h ob!mr t.h:l.ngu 5 S

-yt

¥ v

Egypt n.na.gad to do evaryt.hlng :he could to keep



France occupied with other things. That is the clue: all of
the efforts that Egypt made to stir up trouble in Morocco, in
Tunieia, in Algeria -- all these things wvere an attempt to
keep French attention diverted.

Then Egypt grabbed the Suez, the world did nothing
about it as three months passed by -- and the feeling began to
devalggﬂ in Israel thatﬂypt wvas quickly ocqlhg to the point
at wm.h felt | ﬁbewsd make mmnﬁ

| & g,w %f,z.ma; t my, mmml guess

< "t e 2 -

(or vﬁhver yo:tint to ull xt) u to vh; Israel did this
tmw &hﬂ,f}'}v \,ﬁ i bﬁi%ﬁﬁt because she
felt that, at.a ‘Eint of‘ her own choosing, she had to make
this move wmmﬁ?qmm have been the Egyptian move
at a time ot Emt. s olnausng

 Now, vhat did Israel do lon‘lh)‘ night? Did she
bomb an lmnm oity? lot. one of them. (Not yet -- and she
probably von't..) Did she attack Bgyptian civilians? Did
she even try to engage the Egyptian Army in & head-on battle?
Nothing of the sort!

What Israel did, I think -- and I am giving you
lj opinion -- was the cleverest, most brilliant thing -hn
could have done. It was something that would keep her allied

vith the Western world (or, at least, France and Britain of



the Western world; it's too bad if America won't cuis along) .
What Israel did was just to go for the Suez Canal. That wvas
her way of serving notice on the world that she had no inten-
tion of declaring war on Egypt. And she has not declared war.
What she wants is wvhat she is entitled to by virtue of the
Security Council resolution of 1951: she wants free passage
through the Canal. FHer. luita.ry objective -- in so far as

it vas pmtzbla for Inr to ao 80 == vn to H:‘bont.o the Cansal.

2 That 1: why tho Moh at tho !Iu:l. d'0Orsay

;ruueﬁﬁa'y &mw uro- calling mu* emn; "David and Goliath".
The H”M vorld 411 ﬁlthing == l-nﬂ onl; Bnol vent in to

liberate tho canal. It 1s a fantagti& thing This is tb.

explanation, b, @ ﬁb of why &}. ﬁgcnuh and the British

moved as fast as they ;d:tfl;n vas _I?qause they sav what vas
happening befe - Tyl il R i) T b

| On l(onda;y nighb, the Ismol troops mved out
into the dueru. Wuﬁ SOh'f Mn\a up of the Negev here;
I suggest that yéu get hold of one and study it.) They began
wvay down in the south, near Elath. They moved in with two
prongs, one towards a place called Kuntilla, vhere thers was
&n Arab police station which they had attacked once before,
and the other towards a place called Ras el Nagb. They hit

both places and came together another forty or fifty miles






il

Between E1 Arish and Gaza there were two Egyptian
divisions. Thus, the third column, which came right up the
middle of the Sinal Desert, towards El Arish, has now cut
off two Egyptian divisions, which are surrounded. It is an
ineredible military operation in & period of less than
seventy~two hours.

As far as the n-t.har military opgntim are con-

most m#!m: ﬂ' I -‘ |
Haifs and wrgw o shell M eﬁﬂ_ 8.

casualties). m ilmu nnvﬂ: w: ‘went out around it --

ﬁth not very many

and, to mske & loag s Conp pve, ih.rmznn ship surrendered
intact, with a ow etmum There is now a joks
going around: that by true et a couple of million dollars
have been saved by getting q.nothor. destroyer -- but it's going
to cost some monsy to feed the prianmn

There vas one bombing of Tel Aviv -- in which
there were also very few casualtles, but some destruction of
property. |

That is what has happened in & military sense.
I have tried to give you the reasons yhy they mobllized, and

I bave tried to give you the ohjecr.ini of the military move.
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It is very important thal we know that. The objectives of

the military move vere not to bomb Calro, not to kill civilians,

not to murder vomen and chuhren,- not even primarily to

destroy Egyptian military equipment, The objective of the

attack was to prevent Egypt from attacking -- and the target

selected was the target t.hnt. vas of interest to the free
vorm,, which 1s the sm Canal.

~
> A

e !m.:.,f'o&' couuo, ‘that wu W night -- or
rusdé‘f ‘h:o h-omh m Mﬁnh, al :'on m, jumped in very
quiok;i ld_ﬁ: lmw m Onm thtj*!.ilin and France
had xmnn nmm So Imcl uﬂ qu to cease hostili-
ties and t.o ts.m ‘ten miles from the Canal. Israel
accepted -~ prento. mz rermd == pronto.

'l'ei'-:-'l_; mind, thet is another victory in the public
relations battle. It muu that this is the battle we
have to righl .‘cn tho gwl vorld pnd in the Jewlsh vorld.

I don't knov vhn.t. the M is among the Jewish publie.
Ieator@g: a;‘tomm. & Isnol hbpndog u.‘l.d that the

Jevs of America :ought to stand up vith an outery against the
policy of nhc‘ﬁnit.ed sﬁ_nt_és Government. I said to him that
they would do no such thing: they'me not built that way. The
Jews of America are not like the British Jews, wvho fought

the policy of the British Qovernment for twenty years -- and
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cated Qquite olui-ly' that the United States is on the opposite
side from England and FPrance. (All right -- they don't alvays
have to agree.)

To me, the interesting thing is that Israel,
for the first time in her O#ti.l'. internaticnal pelitical life,
has an ally -- or two, if the British stick. The French will

ecrta.u:‘i.x stick, because it 1: in the French énterut, as it
is in' m Tsrseli ﬁhmn, to gt xia. eﬁﬂur. The British

"‘u-—'

may lﬁ!k.:ﬂ _' Y. '.;'_4.}; |" /1SE .=f Mo

h It u an innﬂdibﬁ tlﬂhg tﬁq, but Israel may
come ent nt mthvmm lunr,ﬁmg sa.imd two
:anorun!: H‘utem alun. hving dutroyod ek of the war-
making pomml Qt. !mt (vh;ch u bﬂn been dead scared of
for the past xadr). ‘and mhm hung opened up the Canal
for herselfl, wh:lch.-ig thn a_nylf—mt.hr_ _o__r dollars 'md cents,
vill save hﬂr thirty or r&ty ﬁllion--‘&oims a year. I don't
know vhether any of you are aware Of the fact that the
Egyptian blockade hn Ilqon eosting Israel that kind of money.

Well, that 1s .vtnra it stands now. I haven't

any uloa vhere it will go from here. If the French and the
British hold, Isrsel would like to stop fighting as soon as

possible. If the French and the British don't hold, Israel

may have to keep on fighting.






the Israell action that you can find anyvhers.

VOICE: What paper had it here?

RABBI FRIEDMAN: I have no idea. I only have 1t
in Le Monde, the French paper.

VOICE: There were only excerpts here.

RABBI FRIEDMAN: I think there should be an
mtcrpl office d&ntri‘mm of this. I am gvi.ng to have 1t
done hwsﬁhimxum iﬂhmﬁﬁt“"&;} do it here.
!nrm ;houu md’ t.tm i‘htmnt; u;*ddm: two or three

. ”t'

pages 3!95 & g AN o T

4\-

3 l. Sw uau wm. -ad I w!n iﬁ;ﬂhni-hed: Eshkol
called the' W mt as ve. nmt}.oﬂj.ng He wvas calling
rm Ben-Gurion's nmeo “’*"W He vgntod to know
vhothot I hsd t:knn hnfé\l“'ﬂw‘@indw tb%iu what wvas
the field. “'I told him I had. All up and down Lydda Airport,
parked on &11s ;ttndi.llj nt&pp on' the u.d-, vere French Mysteres,
with the l"rench trieolor painted on them. They had been
flown in sometime during Monday night, and there they wers omn
the field of Lydda Airport. |
Eshkol asked me whether I had counted them,
I said "Yes". He said "Don't tell the number”. Then he sald:
"You can see that this is something that goes beyond just an

Israell business. Ths whole world is involved in this. This
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is a big one. We will have much uﬁpport from the .lﬂ)l'ld- L ﬂht
kind of support do we get from the Jews?' |

I said: ; "What do you want?"

He sald: "Thirty miilion dollars.”

Now, what the banter over the taelephone boils
| dovn to is this: We as tochnicim, we as psople who m

msmiblo for mb:l.uswmuy, have a dut.xa here -~ and I
wor % Wﬂ Q!E?arious as the

- -&1

1an mut %ﬂpgﬁg s1de.
x mtm E‘mm rsh@rar several

T = p - .-‘t“ F-I -4 I* "‘ ‘

o ardar mhmr .- bom ynu m'ﬁtqdo a ﬂunod thing h.u,
but bagk in muﬁr yﬁm a0 -ﬁomg

w!ﬂg;;itﬁout.em ;Q;ia this: In the very next
dhyl ~~ and I mean lﬁi@ﬁh days, boea.nhc I don't want to
explain to ;{osu whub fears I bave in, 550 Mo of my mind about
doing 1t in wuh br n&tlu -- 1 ﬁmm that Mr. Eisenhower
sald something -mumy-amut ooonwia sanctions --

' VOICE: Not in bia apeech.

RABBI mmn In the next dlxa, ve hl'n to
pnll together all the money we possibly can -- and t.hl.‘l'. means
every single penny that is outstanding. Leave alcne ﬂu-
business of the 1957 campaign, the business of the November



18

J0th meeting where we will launch again the whole new special
fund, where we will talk about pledges for 1957 or even pre-
payment of 1957 plo_d'au' in quick cash. Leave out the 1957
campaign. You have here, as they have in every other city
in the country, monsy outstanding -- pledges that vere -do
for the special fund, pledges that vere made for the regular
__ow, pledges: ‘Iﬂn’b A,qahu a right to tph tvelve
llont.hc i Or, at hl.l%, ?‘%  in April or
%a;;;Ji;;;hzsd“ylidgl$ﬁ?a ,£2.¢a~ jE§§?1iln.right
any aﬁm ﬁ M m

r*‘l-’r P mmﬁhmn‘.nwmm

be coneantrqﬁod m attin; !;ho mh ~- cash -~ cuh -- cash -~

cash. It hgm q-: uthh"‘an -~ and ve have to have
millions of it. ,;‘ '

: wo are mu.‘l.ﬁs a t!g mot:l.pg aunu) night. Men
are coming t‘n from all om the country -- and they are raring
to go. connghrrouthoiirpaﬂthu morning, thubor-
told me that they want to go something. The most practical
thing ve can do for the next week or ten days or -m-wgo_h
is to get in every dollar from anybody who owes us uiy money ~-
~ and then let's talk sbout getting more money from him in a
new pledge, in a nev account for 1957 or the next special fund

or anything elase. Clean the books up. It seems To me that














