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Add~ss by Rabbi He~bert Fr1 dman et a staff 

meeti.og of the U:nited J:evish Appeal of Greater :Nev York, Inc., 

held nt the llsadqusrte~ of the UJA, 220 We8t 58 Street, Nev 

York, Ii. Y., on '.rhursde1 :morning, November 1, 1956. 

RABBI :FRIEDMAN: If I am a little bit incoherent 

in regard to the sequence of things about vh1cb I want to talk 

to 7ou~ 1t ~s beceuaa I got off sn a~rplane about fifteen 

minutee a~; ve hav.e been c1rcl.1ng ove;r :ev York ~or .four 

hours~ ti-ryibg to land, and all that ti e, of course, my m1nd 

vae eix thousand miles away. 

I ieft .J'er.u elem ~ueed y afternoon -- and th! 1-s 

~hur da} morning. In the few hours in between, I r..ave spent 

t1ms 1n Par1 wl th Ml'. 'l'zur, tbs I r el Arnba Ba6or :co France; 

Nahum Goldmann, vho ia 'the~ nov; and Hp. Shragai, who is 1ri 

oharge of imm1grat1on. 

A runn.1 ~idelight oC the whole business is that 

1n the :middle of yesterday atte:rnoon, vhen everJbody'a mind 

vau ju t es tense as could be, a.n &11"Pla.ne landed 1n Geneva 

vith ntneteen JevtJ .fron China vhom nobod~ e~ected. nobody 

lmev vhst to do ··1th them. Finally, tvo p opl~ had to ve.lk 

out of the JDC off1ee end find room for nineteen Jews rrom 
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China. It va.tJ a omevmt maongl'uou nol;e in the midst or 

e.11 that wa.8 bappen1lig -- and yet 1t vats a good note, becauee 

it shoved ths.t the life-giving and 11£e- aving vork was go'l:ng 

on at the ame time that ve veire talking a.bout e.1rplenes snd 

bombs. 

This description of the lsat forty-eight hours 

is the~f'ore mad enough so tha 't ;you can apprec1a t.e the fac. t 

that I .nw.y not have ever.ythlng in a good orderly sequence. 

Secondly, I am no't even sure 0 1f vhat a-ou vant to know, because,. 

vhile I e.m thoroughly familiar with vhat has been going on 1n 

I re.el and 1n Europe, I am quite unfamiliar with what baa 

been going on here in the U..O:ited Sta tea. 

The reaction 1n the Quai d'O~soy yesterday after­

noon vas that Mr. E1aenhover is 0 mad as s bull": that•a the 

va1 the French 'PUt it. (We v1ll have to look ove:r this 

record f't.ervard and decide vhe.t we can use e.nd w:r.s.r. ve cannot 

1.2se.) The French don't knov vlia t _publ1o opinion is 1n America 

on this question -- and, curiously enough, they are Qu1te 

eager to know what Jevish public op1n1on 1n Amer.ica 1e. Don.1 t 

thili.k that 1 t 1 not.. important to them. 

I cannot r111 you in, then, on ell the questions 

that you may have in your minds, on tha bae1s or vhat me been 

happening here. But let me tell JOU vba. t has happened over 
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there -- and t n, if ve hav ti ,, I will ry to anaw :r 

q~eet1ona ~ou y 

W t happ ned over re v s t t s ob 11za 

ol'd v nt out probably u:rsd y nigh o:r P:riday morning. 

The oft1o1al et&tement of ob111 ti n or the l'eserve v 

de public Sund ~ mo:rning in Is el, bat obilization d 

al:reaOy been go1.ng on ror probably to:rt7-eig hours. Mob~11-

zat1on 1n Ierae1 ane tllat appr ximatel1 50,-000 men vho 

ar in t ?'88 rvea, and v &re o~ anise a very qu.1ck 

and et 8 't9lll1 rece1ve all n 1 to report t 

the " c er o 1 a certain 

and at a r pla e. .., p &1'9 S!IU d t the t re 

t 1 va1t t lace ror addi onal orders. 

I.f Iara l v re o cal u a • le e b111 

of' all her reserv s, 1 ul olve,, I e J.nc11cated. 

about 250,000 pe-0ple. She 'did not ob111r;e anywhere n ar 

that number. M7 guea 1 t t it as pi-ob blJ' a :f i:fty or 

sixty pel'Cent ob111za t;;ton. 

d 

10 

BJ Fr1ttay morning s e t YOW1$ .n 

di !P ring fro th e tre ta . By h1day f terno n you 

ooul •t g t taxi. BJ turda1 n1 ht buse Vi n 

longer running. becaus the bws C!ri er had been taken. If 

~if ty or sixty p rcent of the young n v called o se:rvic , 
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t t ant t t many fumtfons t cease. 

I ti-aveled over tbs country all da7 -- Frid y. 

S turd y nd SWl.da.y -- from nortb to sou. th, to ~ee for myself 

vbat vas happening. The road vere ~ull or tanks, trucks. 

armored cal'tl and large mobile art1llery which vas being 

hauled b~ carriers that had ti:fty men .1.n each truck and the 

cannon behind it. It vas quite clear that a mob1luat1on or 

manpover ~ a aob1 1.on ot ttuipment vaa taking place. 

I an~ yo to know -- because am sure yo w.111 

be ast. he :reaa • vh Israel atal' e mobilize. i1 t 

que t1on will be asked not even trOll motives of antagonism 

or resentment; tr1elida will aak that question, and yo have 

'to knov the &naver to 1t 

I h1nk: that there is no better anever than the 

off1o1 1 atatemant ha vaa given when the announcement was 

finally made to the world on Sunda1 morning. The statement 

came fi-o 'tbs Mlni.9 tcy of" Defense and from tbe Foreign 

Mi.n1at~: that th1.s mob111zat1on had occurred ae a precaut1on­

a~1 meaeure and to aateguard the eecu.r1t:y or Iar, el 'e borde~a 

and bo?'d r e ttlements • 

Reaaona vere then g~ven aa to vbJ Israel telt 

that she had to take these precau-cio.ns 1n order to protea r 

border aettl ments. The re one vere prett1 11 ch aa follova 
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Fil-at~ there vaa the ?'elleved act1v1t7 of he 

reda1aen, tbe Ar.ab guerrilla infiltrators v o bad bean colling 

into the aountrr again in the la1t tvo veeka f'rom the J'ordan 

side and the Egptian side. 1rheJ had been bloving up trucks 

vith people 1n 'them, ahoo'ti.ng a man on a tractor, k1111ng tvo 

vomen vbo vere gathering oranges 1n an orange grove at noon­

time• blowing up a oar tba va.a on the V&J home from vork at 

the potaa tactoPJ ot Sodoa, with toaar -a 1D it. There va11 

a con•tant ser1•e or .epleo4•• d.n the laet two veeka, so that 

the ii.re or no c1t1aen ln he oountrt .. a aate. 

A.u4 this vae not j a hap)>ening on the borde • 

1'he vo•n in the -or..a.nge grove were r1_gbt on the outskirts r 

'l'el Aviv. Tn. k14 a:r1~1Ag tbe tractor vas t1Ye mile• rrom 

!'-el Av1Y. The Mn cowing hOIMt tr • tbe potash vorks at Sol.!o , 

up to :Beersbeba:t veN tb1:rt1 kilomsters t.ram a border; tbeJ' 

vere deep inside the Negev. vh1oh 1e the videat point or Iarael. 

That, 1ihen, i• the tirat Naaon: tb&"t the t"eda­

yeen act1v1t1e11 were '1hcreaa1ng and had the country j1 tterJ'. 

and t.hat nobodJ felt 1af'e. 

The second l'ea1on 1• that the J'ordan1an elect:iona 

took place on OWlday, October 21, and the reault or thoae 

elections vas clear: a pro-Egyptian governJ1ent came .into power • 

A pl'o-BgJPt1an government 1.n paver 1n Jordan 1• aomthing 
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!Sible. 

a one 

6 

t 11 e v1t ~ly 1 -

he I 1 troo1)8 moved up o 

th Jordan border -- not 1.nto Jordan,. bat up to the Jordan 

border That ve.5 also an 1m s ble s1 t1 n for Iz~el to 

conte pla e, because Iraqi troops ovlng 1nto Jora&n -- ep 

the t> 1h your mind -- •ant that IMqi troop a could be 

r1ght La , Oil t Jer -.. and Kfal' Ba.b , 

t n tr om · athanp d be ps of lraq, 

c unt vit vb1 h Iarael le l '1 Y&l' -- b;y lttaq,1 

de cl rat Ii-q ever e e e e a • et1ce agree :nt 

v.1.t Israel - for te er 1 u thin the armistice agree nt 

r v rth (an t '1: re 1 v 1't thing).. But t le at 

they c nat1 ute a legal peg o ban oui- t n. Iraq, I 

peat, bad ne~eP signed an ana1at ee agreelEl nt~ Iraqi tr ops 

on th9 Jordan ~?'de , then --and, as the next s~ep, co:ning 

into Jol'dan -- vas an possibl• thing for Israel to cont 

l)late. 

The !"ourth reason (and th1e probab1y was ths one 

t'hat broke the ca l's back) General mer, tbe Egyptian 

Chief ot S arr, vent to Amman and ei e an agreement for a 

un1f1 field col!1!1lB.Ild vith Jordan and y-r1a:r ao that t 

thr e e.rmiee -- the arm.es of Jordan, 5 ria and Egypt -- v 
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nov be united under t}')..e command or the Egyptian High start. 

To Israel. this meant encirclement. 

The activities of the fedaJeen, the pro-Egyptian 

result or the Jordan elections, the movement of the Iraqi 

troops, and the 1"1nal m111tar)' encirclement by the creation 

or a unified command: those tour factors vere the reasons 

given tor Israel's mobilization of her troops. 

It 1e one tbing to announce on lunda:y that 7011 

are mob1llz1ng r1tt1 or s1xt7 P'~oent, or whatever 1t 1a, of 

your reae:rvea, and it is another t~ to •ke an attack the 

following nigbt. Therefore I am sure that 1ou a:re t'aeed vi.th 

the second queetion: Why did the,- attack on Monday night? 

(The attack vaa launched at six o'clock on the night of 

MondaJ, the 29th.) 

The reason fol' that 1a ven 111mple: Bveeyone 

1n Israel r1'l'ml7 believes (or believed: I should put it 1li 

the past tense) that EgJPt would attack Israel. '?hey :fil"DllJ 

believed 1t. They vere convinced that 1t would come at a 

time of Egypt 'a choosing, vhen Israel vas felt to be veakeat, 

moat isolated, most vulnerable -- and, converael~, when Egyp~ 

felt strongest, best prepared -- and vltb the rest of the 

vorla occup1ed vith other tbinga. 

Egypt 11&naged to do everything she could to keep 
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France occupied v1th other ~binge. That is the clue: all or 

the eftorta that :Bupt made to a tir up tl'Ouble in Morocco~ in 

Tunisia, in Algeria -- all these tli-1nga vere an attempt to 

keep French attention diverted. 

Then Egypt grabbed the Suez, the vorld did nothlng 

about 1 t aa three months passed b;y -- and the teel1ng began to 

develop in lerael that Wgypt vae quickl~ coming to the point 

at which ahe tel t •be could •Im tbe nazt move. 

'l'hel"8'f~ lt JOU Y&Jlt SJ ovn personal gueaa 

(or vbate•er 1oa want to call it) ae to vhf Israel did this 

thing llOIM!a7 night),, I would ea i ~ she d~ 1 t because ahe 

te lt tba t, at a ti- er her aarn clioo•1n8, ahe had to make 

thJ.a •ove to 1'o:re.-tall ylltt -irould ha.Ye been the BgJPt1an move 

at a time or Egpt 1 s oliooailig. 

Nov, vhat did Ian.el do Monda1 night? Did ahe 

bomb an Bg?ptian cit71 llot one ot them. (Mot 1et -- and ehe 

probably von•t.) Did she attack l87pt1an c1v111ana? Did 

ahe even t~ to engage the Egyptian A~ 1n a head-on battle? 

nothing ot the sort! 

What Israel did# I th1.nlc -- and I am giving 7ou 

•1 opinion -- vae the cleveree t, most brilliant thing ahe 

could have done. It vaa aomethi:ng that would keep her all1ed 

vi th the Wea tern world ( or ;p at least.. France and Britain ot 
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the Western world; 1t's too bad if America von•t come along). 

What IsMel d1d vas just to go tor the Suez Canal. That vaa 

her vay or serving notice on the vorld that she had no inten­

tion or declaring var on Egypt. And ahe has not declared var. 

What abe wants ls :vbat she 1s entitled to by virtue of the 

Sectn-1t7 Council resolution o~ 1951: she vante tree passage 

through the Canal. Her n111 tary objec~ive -- 1n so tar aa 

it vaa poae1ble tor he~ to do ao -· was to liberate the Canal. 

That 11 vhf tbe Prenoh at ehe Qual d 'Orea,. 

yesterdaJ' afternoon were calling th1~ thing "David and Goliath•. 

The Weatem vorld 41.d nothing -- and onl7 Ierael vent in to 

liberate the Canal. It 1• a .t'antaet1c thing. 'This 1a the 

explanation, bJ tNt va7. ot vby ~he Prenoh and the British 

moved as fast as the7 did; 1t vaa because the7 aav vhat vaa 

happening here . 

On Mond&J night, the Israel troops m.oved out 

into the desert. {\fou don't have a map or the Jfegev here; 

I auggeat that 7ou geli hold or one and etudJ it.) The7 began 

vay dovn 1n tbe aouth, near Elath. The7 aoved in Yith tvo 

prongs, one towards a place called Xunt1lla1 vhere there was 

an Arab pol1ce station vh1cb the7 bad attacked once betorea 

a~d the other tovarda a place called Ras el ~aqb. The7 hit 

both places and C&mft togetber another torty or t1Tty ,Ulee 
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farther north, at a place cal1ed Bakhl, vh1ch ia about half­

va7 through the Sinai Deaert, and the1 got there 1n a :matter 

of houra. It 1s 1"antaat1cally roclcy terr1 tol')'; there ai-e no 

roads. TheJ' battered their va7, vitb armored cars and v1th 

tanka and vi th SWl carriers, across terrain that looks like 

the moon. 

The distance from akhl, in the middle or the 

Sinai riangle.. over to Sue& 11 118 k1lo•tera due ve1 t,, &• 
the crov rues. Tmy covered those 1118 1dlome tera, bringing 

them up to 8ue&, 1n. a matter or houra -- bJ 'fueaday :morning .. 

It va, &11 incredible opei-a ion. It • t vi th prac ticallJ no 

oppoa1t1-on, and thsre vere ve17 ~ev caaualtlea on either aide, 

Ia:rael1 or Egpti&n. 

At the aama time, tbei-e vere tvo other prongs 

tba t mowed .torvarcl • One vent .tarther north, up tovarda 

Isma111a, vb1ah is 1n the middle or the Canal zone. The 

Canal has three vital polnta: Sne1 at the bottom, Isma1lia 

in 'Che middle, Port Said on the top -- on the Medi 'terranean. 

The1 got acrosa to Suez, and the7 aent another column over to 

Iema111a, and the third column theJ aent not up to Port Said,, 

but due north to a place called El Ar11b, vb1ch is the main 

Egn>t1an forvara aJ.r baae, vhe;re a good nu her or the Egyptian 

MIG planes vere locatied. 
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Between El Ar1ah and Ge.:za there vere tvo EgJptian 

d1v1e1ona. Thus, the third column, which came right up the 

middle of the Sinai Desert, towards El A~1sh, has now cut 

oft tvo E8JJ>t1an d.1v1tsions, vh1ch al9e surrounded. It 1.s an 

incredible m111ta17 operation in a period of leae than 

seventy-two hours. 

Ae fa~ as the other military operations are con­

ce:rned, I am eure 7ou mow tbe story f the Bgypt1.an destroyer 

1n Hai ta . fha t :ls al 0 qu te I wOrJ. i'h1a 1 s one of Egypt I 8 

most m dern dea troyer.s, the Ibrahim Aval, vhich sailed up to 

Haifa and started to shell the city (again, with not very man1 

casualties). The Israeli naval units vent out around it -­

and, tio make a long stor7 ehor&, the 'B8J.Pti&n ship surrendered 

intaat, v1th a crev or 250 on board. iJ!here is nov a Joke 

going around: thst it •a rue that a couple of million dollars 

have been eaved by getting another destro7er -- but it's going 

to cost some money to feed the prisoners. 

Ther8 vas one bomb1hg of Tel Aviv -- 1n vh1ch 

there vere also very few casualties, but some destruction of 

propel'tJ. 

That is what has happened in s m111ta?"y sense • 

I have tried to give JOU the ..reasons vhy ~he1 ll>b1l1zed, and 

I have tro1ed to give you the objectives of the m111tar, move. 
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It 111 veey 1.m.po:z-tant that ve knov that. !?he objectives at 

the m111 tary move vere not to bomb Cairo, .not to kill c1v111ana, 
. 

not to murder vomen and children, not even pr1mari1J to 

dsstro!' Bgypt1an military eqU1p?118nt. The objective of the 

attack vas to prevent BgJPt trom attacking -- and the target 

selected vaa tbs target that vas or 1ntereat to the tree 

world, vh1ch is the Sues Canal. 

Well, or course, that vaa •onda7 night -- or 

Tuead&J. The Prench and Br1t1ah, aa 1oa knov, jumped 1n vary 

quicklJ · Eden e.nnounced to Commons ~t Br1ta1!l and Prance 

bad iaaued an ultimatum to Israel and BSJPt to cease boat111-

ties and to v1tbe!r.av ten mile• troa the Canal. Israel 

accepted pronto. EOPt ref'used -- pronto. 

To my mind, that ~s ano~ber v1cto17 1n the public 

relations battle. It aeeu to me that this is the battle ve 

ba¥e to fight 1n tbe general world and 1n the Jev1sh world .. 

I don't know what tbe shtimmung ie among the Jev1sh public. 

Yeeterda1 attern.oon, t.he Iarael Ailbaaaador eaid that the 

Jeva of' America ought to a tand up vi th an outer, against the 

policy of the United Stat.es tJov.ernaent. I aa1d to him that 

the; would do no such thing: they're not built that Y&J. The 

Jews ot .America are not 11.ke ,.;he Bi-1 t1eh .Teva, vho to11gbt 

the policy of the British Government tor tventy yea~s -- and 
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had the courage to st.and up and do :l t. American Java von' t 

do 1t. Be said to me: 'Yell.., if .American Jevs won't do it., 

then 1t'e azuoben azvay. 1 {Be apeake good French, good 

Bebrev, goOd Y1ddiah.) 

As I aa7, I don't knov vbat the sht1mm11ng of 

Jev1eh public opin1.on 111. All I know 1.a that, 1f ve have to 

v1n a public l'elat1one battle 1n the Christian world, ve 

alao baYe to v!n it 1n the Jeviah world -- and I think that_. 

in the courae ot' raie,1.ng the moneJ., we can at the same til:le 

disseminate the information. 

At an1 re te., tbezae va a th1• Pren ch and Bri t1sh 

demand: Witbdrav, or ve 'll do something. Israel sa1d 'Fine; 

ve v1thdrav. tJ Tht1 had achieved their object.1ve. The7 had 

given Nasser a :tremen4oue vallop, bad shaken Mm on hie 

throne, and already :Md Franca and England in. What more 

could you Yant overnight? 

EgJpt 9&1d "fio, ve don't v.1thdrav. 0 fbereupon, 

France and Britain :maae their 6llllouncement that; they bad 

decided to reoceup1 the Canal zone. 

Nov, the United State• 1a on the opposite aide 

ot th1 a thing. I under.stand th& t Eisenhower• s a ta tement 

1esterda7 vaa polite, cou~teons 6 not full of ~er -- not, 

aa the French aa1d yesterday, "mad aa a bull . But he 1lld1-
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cated quite clearl~ that the United States le on the oppoa1te 

aide from England and Prance. (All right -- the7 don't alva1e 

have to agree.) 

To me, the intereet1ng thing 1s tbat Israel, 

tor the ri.rst time in her entil"e 1ntel'll.5t1onal political life. 

has an ally -- or tvo, 1r the British stick. The French v111 

certa1nl~ stick, because it is in the F:renob intereet, ae it 

ie 111 the Israeli interest, to get rid or laaaer. The British 

may stick. 

It is an incredible thing, then, but Iarael may 

come oat f th1a having weakened aeaer, having gained tvo 

important Western allies, having destroyed much or the var­

mak1ng potential of ES}'Pt (vhlch ve ve been dead scared or 

tor the pa.at year), and perhapa bav1ng opened up the Canal 

tor herself, vb1eh. in the small niatter of dollars and cen~a, 

will save her thirty or fort1 Jii1111on dollars a 1ear. I don't 

knov whether any of you are aware or the tact that the 

EgJ1)tian blockade has been costing Ierael that kind of mone7. 

Well, tmt ts where it stande nov. I haven't 

any 1dea vhere it vill go from here. If the French and the 

Br1t1ab hold, Israel would like to stop f1ght1ng as soon ae 

possible. If tbe Frenoh and the Br1t1eh don 1 L hold# Israel 

may have to keep on f1ght1llg. 
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I don 1 t know vh&t ~he United Stat s 1a going t 

do. Ml'. Ei.senhover vas very n1c and polit yesterday. Hov 

v1ll he be next Wedneada~? You tell. 1'ber are to 

m&nJ' 1f'a in thie situation. 

But there 1e one thing vh1ch 1e no if' ; Isr e 

hse demonat?"&ted .fantastic courage and great skill in int r­

na tional diplomacy., and I hope she v111 :have proved to the 

world that ahe 1• not a blo dth1nt7 barbar1 coWltrJ ry1ng 

to go ut fol' m111tar, a<lventurea, thBt a s Ol!t for sue 

meas UH aa will take ca~ or her defense and seeur1 t1, and 

no more and tha that la all she vant11 

The best wa7 tor eve'r'J one of you to get t 

reeling ot this 1a :co read Guy M lle •s etatement 1n the 

French Parliament yeateztd&y I ha•e t Prench ~ext her , in 

Le Monde. 1 tbjJik that what 7ou ought 'to do is to get t 

French Otf1ee of Information here 1n ew York --

VOICE: I ,have an .English text. It vaa 1n t 

newspapers yeetarday. 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: In French. 1t reads like a ge , 

(I haven't read 1t yet in English.) It talks about the courage, 

about the democracy. 1n Israel. It talks out vbat I rael 

has had to enduN fro asser. It talks about the legi 1 cy 

ot Israel's move. It is the beet explana't1on and def.enae of 
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the Israeli ac t1on that 7ou can find anywhere. 

VOICE: What paper had it here? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN; I have no idea. I only have 1to 

in Le Monde, the French paper. 

VOICE: There were onlJ excerpts here. 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: I think there shou1d be an 

internal office d1etr1but1on of this. I am going to have 1t 

done 1n •1 otrice and I assume 1ou may want to do it here. 

Eveeyb dy ahould nad that •ta tement; 1t 1 s only tvo or three 

pages ong. 

A f'ev more vol'da, and I v111 be f'iniahed: Eshkol 

called the ain>Qrt juat aa we vere leav1.ng. He was calling 

from Ben-Gur1on •a of.fice 1n Jeru.aalem. He wanted to know 

vhe ther I had taken a look out the vindov to see vha t vas on 

the field. I told h1JI I had. A 11 up and dovn Lydda Airport, 

parked on all landing strips on the eide, vere French Mysteres., 

v1th the French tr1colol" painted on them. 'They had been 

tlovn 1n sometime aur1:ng Monda~ night~ and there tbey vere en 

the field of L}'dda Airport. 

Eahkol asked me vhetber I bad counted them. 

I aa1d "Yea" . Ke said 'Don't te 11 the number • Then he aa1d: 

"You can see that this is eometh1ng that goes beyond just an 

Israeli business. 'lhe vbole vorld is involved 1n tbia. This 
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1 a h1g one. Ve v1ll have uch support from the vorld. 'W t 

kind or upport do ve get fro the J ve? ' 

l said: °What do yo vant?" 

He said. 0!hir~y m llion dollars. 

ov 1 vha't the banter ov 1 .. the telephone boils 

dovn &o is this: We as 11ech.z:doian , ve as people vho are 

responsible for ob1liz1ng mon y, have a duty here -- and I 

am tell1n you his v rda -- ~ c s just aa serious as the 

duty vh1ch ~~£1r ~eohn1a~ana hav~ on the ot er side. 

I aaked him wbetberi I oal stay for several 

days ' ee a v J e t tll"Iled ut. Be said: 

l ord r you home - - because N u can do a damned thing here, 

but ba k 1n America you can do s t ng. 

Vha t 1 t bo1le dovn o 1s thle' In the very n xt 

d 7° -- and I mean 11 erally d ys, beeauee I don't vant to 

explain to you wlla.t fea:rs I have in the back of my mind about 

doing it 1n ve ks or months I. Wlderstand that Mr. Eisenhov r 

said eometh1ng ye terday abOut economic eanct1ons --

VOICE: Not 1n hie epeecb. 

RABBI FRIEDMA : In the noxt d ys 11 we have to 

pull together ell "he money ve pos 1bly can anti that ans 

ever1 1ngle penny that. 1s outstanding. Leave alone the 

bua1n ss or the 1957 ~e.mP.::?.ign~ the busiliess of the tovember 
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30th meeting where ve will launch again the vhole nev apec1al 

fwid, vhel'e ve vill t.alk about pledges tor 1957 or even pre­

p&7J!!ent of 1957 pledges in quick cash. Leave out the 1957 

campaign. You have here:r as they have in every other ait7 

1n the countcy, money outstanding -- pledges that vere made 

tor the special fund, pledges that vere made for the regular 

calllJ>&ign, pledges tlla t .a man has a r~ht to take tvelve 

montha to pay. Or,, at least, he bad that :right in April or 

Ma7, vhen be made the pledge Be doe:an•t have i;bat right 

any more. We need h1a mone7. 

I would aay ti. 11 t yolll' ettol't nov ha"B to 

be conoentra ted on ,setting the cash -- cash -- cash -- cash 

oaah. It has to come v1thin da7a -- and ve have to have 

m1111one of 1 t. 

lfe are .calling a big meet1ng SWldaT night. Men 

are coming 1:n ri-om all over the countl'J -- and they are raring 

to go. Coming 1ll !"rom the airport this mornill.g, the bo1e 

told me that they vant to do something. The moat practical 

thing we can do for the next veek or ten days or tvo veeke 

1a to get 1n eve17 Clolla? trom an7body vho ovea ua &nJ' mone1 

and then let's talk about getting mo:re m.one1 from him 1n a 

nev pledge, 1n a new account tor 1957 o:r the next special t'und 

or anythi.ns elae. Clean lihe booka up. It seems lto me that, 



• 

• 

19 

that 1e the order or the da1. 

One human 1nte:rea t note: The JDiaatan came to 

an end vi th the big babque't cm '1'hureda7 n1gbt • Ben-Ourion 

waa to have -.de a apeecb to 111 at th11 cloe1ng ballquet. 

But be o.- to ua ~arlier 1n the veek, on Sa tul'da7, and 

•poke -- and 1n a moment I am go1ng to read to 7ou the laat 

paragraph or what he aa1:cl. 

At tbe ole11n& dim19r. hovevn, on 'l'huradaJ' 

night, Joaephdlal 1polm &Del Mid good-b~• (M 1• taking over 

a nev Job, but he 1a at111 v1t.h ua), Blll Bq8env&ld spoke, 

and oti.~ people apolat. And ~hen Ill" ........ the ChalNaD 

or the 3ev1ab Agenc1-. vho 1e a.n old em1d [?], got all wound 

up 1n hi• 1nVoduot1cm. ot .Bml-Otarlon, and be vent on and on, 

and t1nall7 end" up IJ pnnatine •the bead ot the govem­

aent" -- everJbody 11tAnda up and appla\id• -- and BeD-Our1on 

spealca tor tb1P.ty second a! Be said exactlJ one sentence. 

( Remeaber tba t this vaa Thm-eda7 night and that nothing hap­

pened until llonda7 nigh\.) lie aaid: "Ve count on 7ou; ve 

lcnov vhat ve are t1ght1.ng tor, ve hope J'OU kllov vhat 7ou are 

t1ghtiq ror. ve hol>' ve &N togetbel'." And be aat dovn. 

1'h1rt7 aeoonda! 

'l'be people 1n the room vere astounded. lobod~ 

knew vbat batl happened~ 8baz&l' aa1d to him: "Tmt •a all 
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JJOU 're going to sa J? n He gave h1lll the back ot his bana. 

Shazar turned to me and said: "Vilat du zogen epp1a?" 

I said nNot me • 

The old man said t "51ng Batikvah. F1n1ah. • 

Hie mind vas a thowsand miles away He vasn 1 t going -to •lee 

any speech that night. He had said it all to us the previous 

Saturoay, and tbie 1a vhat he had said: 

"The one certain thing vh1ch I can tell 7ou and 

vh1ob 7ou can bring back to the :tlve lli.1111an American Jev1 

is tba t, if the vora betalla la1'6el and ve have to fight 

again for our independence, tor our freedom and fop our 

existence, the Jev1ah 7outh here v111 g1ve to it the onl7 

thing the7 ha•e -- thellselvea. And the,- vill do 1 t v1 thout 

an7 hes1 ta t1an, vi th the great:es t devotion and vi th love. 

!I'bere la onlJ one thing vhioh ve don't knov. 

And tb.ie deR:f'lld• to a great extent on you and our tellov Jeva 

througbout the vorld in the .t.ree countries, where the1 can 

help. It ve have the li11ni:lilum ot necessary veapona, then the 

p:r1ee v1ll be m1ii1mal. If not,, ve shall have to pa7 a ve17 

beavr price. Our youth 19 read7 to pa7 1t. But I am telling 

JOU that then ve shall lose the flower ot Jewish 1outb." 

Thie vae the alternative he vae giving us. If 

they have to tight, the1 vill fight tor their independence~ 
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Ir tbt7 have to tight, they will win. But the price tbeJ 

v1ll paf tor victot-J v111 be e1tbe:r beav7 or 11ght1 dependiilg 

upon what ve do to •upport tbea. I think that that 1• the 

ato!")' ve h&Ye to tell tbe Jeva ot the United 8tatea • 




