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RABBI FRIEDMAN'S RADIO ADIRESS FOR LONG BEAOH, Gﬂm, MAY 26, 1957

Thank you Mr, Ledell. ‘

One of the most gratifying experismces I have encountered in traveling around the
country on behalf of the United Jewish Appsal has been the menner in which communities
heve been resvonding with an extrsordinary display of devotlon and ingemuity.

Vhat is happening here today in Long Beach 1s a most spectacular demonstration of
what I mean. This method of getting directly into each home in the community with so
poaningful = meseage - and all in g space of a half-hour - is something almost unigque
in the history of 1“;1 fand-raising, The t)hlﬂ.d cooperation of this lihnﬂan - T'OX -
sysholises the best traiition of American m = vith fta Bistorie concers for vie- |
tims of 'pl’l'mnt!.m and l.ljlﬂhl

iy waruiss SonpRARIANIS e % A1) wemosrael fn this humane and isaginative aprroach
to campalgning. I wish you great euccess tomight. And now let me tell you what I have
on my mind. | g : ; I .

My friends, we have a tremendous task of life-saving this year, for whieh ve m
seliciiing snormons suné of Seney. Actually we are uhiu you for a double gift - ome
to mmumﬂnmr-ﬁummnmrm.- The monies of
the regular cempaign are used for the integration and adsorption of hundreds of thousands
_of immigrants who have gone to Israel in the past several yours, but who are not yet self-
sufficient and who need further help on the road to independemes. The regular monies are
used also for the thousands who are in want and need in various sountries of the world,
vhere ve maintasin through the Joint Distribution B.o-utu fesding and health prograns,
hospitale, schools and all sorte of services for people vho are underprivileged. For these
tvo purposes, we ask you at leasst to repeat your regular campalgn gift of last year,

¥hat then is the purpose of the extra gift to the ERF? Wa are confronted this year
with the massive mu'n of rescuing at least 100,000 Jevs (and some observers including
Mr, Ben-furion himpelf say there will be mere) from lauls vhere thoy'n;. persecuted, in
terror, under attack, and from which they are once again rumning for their lives, I thiak
you should know that there are more Jewish refugess inm f1ight on the roads again im 1957
than at any time in the last ten years.,

-Rore-



N

Our experience has shown that it takes around £1000 to save a person - to bring him
out of a land of darimess somevhers to a mev homs somevhers in mmother part of the fres
vorid. The aritbwsic 1s inescapable. 'To rescue 100,000 pecple st $1000 per person
will cost 100 million dollars. That ie the amount we are geeking to raise in the E8F,
above 2nd beyend the normal campaign. That is why our people all over Averica are
stretching themselves to give large rescue fund gifts. BEveryone realizes that vhen human
life is at stake, money becames secondary, and really the greatest value of money is that
it can actually purchase life, .

Vhere are -an th.ou Jews unlu from? \'_lit are the areas of danger -uhlell we say
involve 100,000 people, First o't.!'an._' thers is Egypt. Yh all knov by now that many
ex-Nazis have found a ﬂlﬂ[ﬂ" home in Bgypt under the regime of Diotator Nasser. Those
Nasis designed bratal plens agaiust the Jevs of Bgypt, at the request of the Bgyptian
Government. The plams they drew up are similar to the Furemburg Laws and other ¥aszi
eticts. Sime last Hovesber, vhen the plan vas ut into effect, thoussnds of Jews in
Egypt have beean arrested, thrown into um:ntiol q.. beaten by pli@. had their
businesses teken away, lost their Jo"b_c.hnl their dank sccounts frozen, had their money
stolen, and were actumlly deported from the country, many of them in handeuffs.

The Internstional Red Oross has been chartering merey shipe vhich have carried Jews
| 40 European ports, and so far 20,000 peeple - almost 1/2 of the entire Jewish population
of Egypt. has already left that unhappy land, Just the other day another vesssl arrived
in Athens with 604 on board, of whom 115 were sick and old. I have ceen these people
arriving in Naples, Rome, Paris - they are shocked, bewildered. This is reminiscent of
the vay Jevs vere ti-und-i’n Nazi Cermany fifteen and twenty vears ago. I tell you it
ie 1like a nightmare. We have met these people and tried to assuage their 'pll.l. Ve have
picked up the broken pieces and we try to reduild the ghattered lives, HNost have gone on
to lerasl, dut there are thousands in Prance, Italy and Oreece who are adsolutely penni-
less and who need help. These 20,000 who've come ocut are not the end. There are at least
another 20,000 or perhaps more in Egypt, and I would veature to say that at the current
rate of exodus, most of them will have left, and will thus become our responsibility, be-

fore many mores months have gone by. ~ROrR-
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In addition to Bgypt, there is Hungary. You all remember the sage of husan heroism
in which the goursgeous freedom fighters fled from comsunism after the great revolution
in Budapeet last fall., Among the refugees vho fled from Hungary to Austris were adout
10% who were Jews.- 1700 persons. Ve set up a svift emergency mschinery in Vieana to
care for them, and we have already spent many millions of dollars. I am happy to say
that a large number hsve already been cared for successfully. Abont 4000 came to the
United States, amother 3000 to Uanads, 1000 to Australia, several thousand to Israel -
all at great expense. On the other hand, I must sadly report to you that there are still
3000 in Aunstria - u«l once again we IIC'-'I' opened DF gcamps for them. I never believed that
ve would ever again ses T¥ eup- for Jews on th*eoituut of Barepe, 1 thouhtlﬂl.t
after the sickening inhumanity of the Hitler pericd ve would be finished with those
terridle initials. BSut we must tee the phrase IP .ph n&i !'I. and we are all vorking
Pivortshly {o ks TRN Sar® BRI o4 Sroethla. Buil ae wely Vaioss Sy Siking
the pecple out and giving them new homes for resettlement, Israel is willing to take them
all, and we must continue to find ﬂum That's as far ae Bgypt and Hungary are con-
cerned.

I wish I could tell you the whole story of what is bappening in certain countries of
Bastern Burope, behind the Irom Curtain. If T could, I kmow you would be thrilled %o the
marrov of your bones by the tale of human rescue uhxah 1s going on, Thig part of the story
must remain untold, dut I want you to ponder seriocusly the plight of people vho are living
under communist dietugnnhip snd who are trr_ing to hold on to their religion and thelr
faith against all pressures. Freedom of religion is one of the most important prineiples
of American democracy. For Jews, I would say, freedom of religion is ghe most important
prineiple. Our brothers behind the Iron Curtain are striving for and yearning to main-
tain their independence as Jews. This is another great ?u-t- of the rescus story in wvhich
you have a direct role. More than thie I mmt eay.
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May I thank you for listening.
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