
 

 3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 

MS-763: Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman Collection, 1930-2004. 
Series H: United Jewish Appeal, 1945-1995. 

Subseries 1: Sermons, Speeches and Writings, 1949-1982. 
 

 

 
 
 

 Box    Folder     
          22            10              
 
 

Zionist Organization of America speech. 13 September 1957. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 

 

 



The ta8k of Zlonl81D la two-fold •• to make a at.ate which .Jcva could 

tahabtt and to maka .Jewa vbo could lnhablt tba atate. the flrat baa bee ~ -· the 

.. cand muat ao on. 

to replace fear vttb prldea to glve CCNillOQ purpo98 to C< IM .. 1 wru; to normall&e 

the "•& to rube: coaaotoua ualllUatlan cd to offer a poalttw "'8dalma u preventtw 

ag,a.tnat •CC"Dacloua drlftlng; to dl•Ml!!ll'Mlte culture and laftauap. All thta la ln 

Una wt~h t.ba dictum that there can be no .Jevlah St.ate unle•• there are .Jara. 

It might be &ald tt\At the maki ng of .J•• Sa the duty of the aynagogue. 

tte betuem people and Cod aa.de deepua the un.lty of the people h..,..red ~; the 

culture md folk-lore paaaed from 1eanat1ca to generatlm. All thta la true ad 

ne.ry rabbl vboae •lev t.Uea ht11 beyond ~ •re .cbantcal reclt.al of prayer 

undoubtedly utlltau bl• synagogue pulpit and acbool for tbe teaching of tbua 

But all thtovgh our glorlou.t md rlch ht.tory then have been 

llDVfm*lb outatde of and ln addition to the aynagogue vbtch ro .. to atlr the bearU 

and 110U1a of the people tawnd nsenenttan. ~ther the liaccabeu of Hellentatlc: 

daya •• Bar iochi,. in the tt11111 of Rome .. the Bu.1 Shem after the dark tU.. of 
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Cbmelnlt8kl •• or Renl ln our Olm period •• then ha.- alvaya been men 1lbo / 

created wotewta daalgned to lift the eyea and elnate the mlnda above the 

abua .. and 4laabllltlea of a particular era. Wbethe.r theae men vere generals 

or .,attca their purpoae was alwaya the a-. - to gt~ tbe .levlah people a 

aenae of nobllltJ and purpoee even at the blttanat IDOUlllAta. Thua the da.rlrae•• · 

vaa tran.cendied In a bunat of creatlft •tbu.alaaa which dlatracted attention 

vo.a.blleneaa .. a people. which la a way of aaylq that ve be.U1We our 

cmlttnue4S corporate exlatence to be of val• to ua end to the world. 

We believe th.at our nllstou.a gentua bu proytdad ua .met all awmklnd vith 

ls:ustahta lnto the meaning of the lncll•ldual Ufe end the meaning of t.be 

unlYUM. We bellne that htatory bae a goal atld that progress toward lt 

la ami•a laeYltable l« ln aplte of all hla fumbling end apparent pernnlttu. 

Ve are tharefan 0ptl11btlc. cmvlnced Ublftu. orlmted toward tba rule of 

1-, wtth our alabt• Mt OD the hlprovemmt of eoctety and the Hlf fulUllmmt 

of each tndt..-tdual cm earth. Thia mmkea of ua untverullata l1\ tbe f luat 

•en.a• of that term. 
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We are at the aame ti• partlc:ularlat• of a most lntenae nat.ur•, 

for we bel teve ~ery broad purpoae ls to be aened by our auntql u a Hparate 

41tnd distinct corporate entity. Thia paasloa.ate c::oaYlctloa. of Mparatlon tn no 

way vttlatu our fonclut universal uplratloaa, for wa be llne that we beat 

sene these Ulllveraal goals by rematnlq atrongly and firmly on the acme of 

blatory m a poatun of vigor and health. Tbta cad>lnattoa la pure prophetic 

Judalaa - aoiundecl early ln our caner by balah and Amoa. 

Our f terce parttcularlam baa allfays mmalfeated itself ln IDOV'emnta 

whlcb ~ ua back to a reminded u.a of the Roly Lend aa the one .ure focua 

aromsd which ve could alvaya gather for rmaral of belief. So 1ona as the .Jw 

lived ta.. or imde a pilgrimage to, or prayed for, or paid a tax to Ereh larael1 

be vaa flrmly end tnaffably tied to hts rock, his aource9 hie atcmlc ptle which 

yielded the energy for contbwed sunival ln the face of vbatever Incredibly 

dlUtcult uternal clrcumtances. The 80ft of Ia~l linked to the land of 

Israel wu in eternal contact vltb bta God and bla fellow .Jew. Tbta ta the 

essential mean.tag of tbe tb.eologlcal statement, "Godt lsJ:"ael .id Torah are one. " 

Thia la the framework which baa axlsted from that f lrat magic 

moment In 1•0 •1 Slnal when the people vaa formed. down to the present moment 

when the deecendanta of more than a hundred generattona have made a nar covenant 
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with tba futun. It la Sn thla fr~ that the Zlaatat movement •• bom to 

tbeoz7 to the atate of feet ad rullty. What agonl•• of wt .ad •l'JP_....tlon 

pniattcala ••• polltla.la1 1Ja-da n. Paleatl ... , etc. ·- what treaaan.a wn 

Benl'• p~ that la fifty J9&ft the worLI would ... aa Ieraet rebcml, md t.he7 

In tba doq. 

What nmalu •• and t1bat la our tukt 

ad I aball claal onl7 with the latter •. but lee • .. , •hiply tbla a. about the 

fozmer before lea.Ying lt. We bave eruted a State bR u,,. not ~t beam to 

touch upm the dMpea maautnaa of the State lt .. lf. i..t no ou be deluded 
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In thte ngari. There la yet auch hard debate to be ~ ad 1IUCb 

lald dowll. Will the atate becOM the aplrltul cmter of which Ah84 Ba._ 

wblch tarael -* rut tf ab& ta to fulfill tba sole we -.r1u for bert 

Will the eternal ullity of the Jewbb people be made atroaau by the pnaeac• of 

mad ~ Yodt'l What ta the Galutt What la Jwl9b fnedomt What la the twe 

tbe atna of thoH of ua wbo are oaacaud about .J•leh fate and future. 
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I list thla fact of our u yet auol'NCl laolog •l111Pl1 to 

emphaataa tbe pnpo.lttcm that ~hen la yet a YUt area of labor for the 

Zlm.IK mow~ bl the W.Ologtcal 8Dd eplrltual .,aa.n.. the at.sty yura 

• fttcb ba ... 

~ 
Simply .P*. tbe practical pmbleli l• tb.b -· we ti..,. created a State, but. not 

yet ataffed tt vltb people euf flctent to at• lit final atreqdlJ a.or endoftd 

It vlt.b taAtat17 8Ufftclct to produee pocla ..t ..alth tn ~ltJI nor 

cable aufflotmt ., that ocmmmtuttm md trnel can be bad vtth ncmaal HAI 

aor ,_ .._ lta mlnaa or ~tored lta atr or opeaed tta archaologlcal tnaarea 
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or flabecl Its -. All of thla ve haw atart. .. •• nane of mla haft we 

' 
ft't!ll begun to· brlna to reallsat.lan Mid the moat crytna G.-d of all ta the 

flrat 1 .aid• for tht• tt.ala with people. 

Of all the pr.actlcal problem the most Important bu to 4o 

wt.di people. tsrael aeeda ,J•J. but pemapa more alplftoaotly there .-re J'eaa 
J 

tbta ~ ever agatn drmr m euy breKh lf he bu dorie eveT)'thlna peraonally 

for ef all the comples strande of 1DC*1•at lea which brought the State into belng 

none••• 1DO'l'e pzomtnent. than the theala that. ln t.rael at leaat every weary 

.Jewtah ~would find a home:. lt. la eaaplUied la the ye ry first law of 

the nev C04111•>wealth - the law of Iatan.. 
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IA napect of the aavaaez'1 of Bitler, comperable onl7 to a fw ot.ber• Ill 

Aa te tba -.tqUeDe•• of Bltlar, 

lnacaad of dllelltag 

The oeoter of laflmnce of tbe .J•lah world baa ahlftad 

radically tn tbe 20tb century. Euum md Central Burope. oace the •U'J 

"1 lanel and America. 
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Mtenagdlml the artndlaa ponny of a PoUab Tlll.qe9 the b.aughtJ pride of 

lh.lu md Volp. 

lt•a all then 

' tbta tS- to Amartca and tanel .... ao that for the f tnt t1- we hne tvo 

and the aa• Ch Mn ht....S and the maw, vaatea of Siberia al 1 took their 

toll u a ~ .JeJfr/ oolla,..... 

But just befon tbu b.appeaed the Jwtah Cod of lllator,, If JOU 
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fut.- of tbe Jewry of Eaatem !Urope. U Western .Jarr -4 larul are tba 

~.~a.. llaaaa.. ad th ...... t IWftr be foqoti... For forty 1ean 

haft all nported the qprneaa with vblcla Ruaal• .J•• aade C011tact md 
\ 

fear aAd .- boldtna back and acme doctttaatn dtetntarut. •• lt would not be 

natural otherwl••· But throu&b all the welter of tmpna•laaa• one haM f.a-t 
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glwn the oppozcunlty. 

opportuDltlea •lll •tcrlaU• for a free and opea .,, ... t.lan. of Eat Emopea 

.r... to Israel or the w..~. a. an onl)' apnu a f•Una. and ., f•llla ta . 

that Mpent of t.ba J•lah people vlll onoe aplD be nleaaed •oto the tvlll 

~ 

mlnatr.-. of 

lut wba& a ataaaerlaa teak thla vlll t"l'OM upGD ual Tbe ~ 

vUl ba.'" to• forward to motbar dec•M of bard wolk• md the ....,. of Amartca 

will haw to bee me poueued of •fflclmc. hlat:orlc vlalon to enable tbea to 
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walk tbe courH of tba put two deoede•• SIDce ltll flrat wilted c.apalp ln 

Am9rloan J•• 1n trftZ'1 crtala ... to brlal nltaf behind Rltlar•• fortn ... b 

that tbaM Una aboUlcl be Nftd ad the below4 lad bullt1 

nm euoh a ~11 c:halleaalna future aa Uu be1ond tha threabold of 

tbe eaat. which ve are Jaat bealllD.lfta to croaa. l uld - atoocl on. tbla 

tb.nabold with tnmbltna and with ... The ... la olwtoua - a ponloa. of 

OU~ people 100& locbcl ... , ldgbt be able to rejoin \lae tl\e trelllbliG& al80 

ta olUr -- thta vlll coat another '1'8-t treasure. But there la no need to 
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be afntd. A grut and deathlua people ta tsa the •ldat of lta flDNt perlod 

vor1411 ane of vbtch la the -le aotl luelf 1 the people vUl ptbu It• 

npbn .. cha •tabla .. tdeala Into w fozm k -·• future. 

\ 
land lhea - -.S neither ahall di.a ·-

for t.be people and tM 1..ad bear the l111pertahaH.e t.prlnt of God'• autb. 

~ 
I.a Ytaroel Cba.U 




