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I. ROSH HASB<JWI EVEJfDG 1959 

!here v1ll be an int.egrated.6181.gn to the toxr eera>ns I shall preach thl.e 

boli~ seuan. Theee ael"lllOns vill be seen aa cne canvas , vhich 11ben cc:apleted, 

will reveal I hope the aeaning ot Judai.a, it.ti future in Aaerioa, its nl9ftDC)' t o 

the problems ot the world. and its definitions ot God and Israel. Out of all thie 

tapestry eaoh viewer Will find ecae 1trQkea or acenu which will illmd.ne hi'if %wn 

lite and gift hill 8Cl.'l9 reeling of pride and granmu.r. 

Nowhere better than in the Prqer- book can w !iild the eub11.lle tboqhta 

and the oYeranihing doOtrtnea which make up the •keleton ot our faith. Bot· in the 

Bible, not in the Tal.Jmd, mt in the P?'ITer"bOOk ast v. <lelft, tor this ia not a 

aere u.rmil ol ri:taal. It has righUy been called •Israel ' e penmal. diar7, 

catc~, as in a •ries of exquisite 'Vignettes, the 8ceM8 and momenta ot her 

entire lU'e , arid recording, 'in a diwrait1 ot IJOod8 and atyloe , her deepest and .110et 

intimate e:notions. n 

For tonight, let a e deal with thnJo of these deep.1¥ emotional grand 

the.mes , as .f mnd in the Rosh Hashonah litura. One is traa the tremandme prqer 

Uneaane Toke!' of the ausa.f' service, and two are trc:a the momin1 Shota.r eervioe. 

These three themes deal with self- improvement (i. e . overocai.ng of sin) ; God ' • 

part i.n huaan. hietory; and the role ot the peq>le o! Ierael in oosaie term.a. 

Let us take the first -- the Uneeane Toket - one oft.be most aneme 

pra;y.en of this entire hoq dq litur17. 

There is a legend about i t.s oM.:.pn which deals nth a certain Rabbi 

An.non ot Maine. in the 11th cent'0l"7. The Archbishop ot that German town ccnt1.nuall.7 

pl'9seed the Rabbi to convert to Chriatianitq. The argu111enta were long, heated, 

delicate . Once bnon yielded, to t.ha extent ot uld.ng tor three dqm ' time in vhioh 

to consider the aatter. At the end o! that ti.Ile, he declined baptia, bit 

acknowledged himself gUil cy ot vealau•s tor even thinking abOllt it, and uked that 

his tongue, whic=h had !"equeeted the three dqa, be out out u puniemaent. 'nle 

Archbishop ortiered that this be executed, and in additi on, ordered that hisblLbdl and 
teet be cut oft. 
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Thia .a abort.~ be.tore Rosh Haahcmh. ~ the day itselt, the Rabbi 

1"$qU88ted th.at be be oarried into the ~ague. and d;ying ot his vamda, interrupted 

the eemce, just before the Keciuaha, to otter up his 0"11 Pr'a1'W •Une aaneh Toket•. 

hmediate~ ~ its conclusions be died, 'but then appeia.red to labbi. Xal.Onyaos in a 

dreaa an<! taught hi.ii the prayer - now one ot the most illportant and deeply emotional 

in the .lshkenuio ritual. 

In the reform p~er book we read it on Yea lippUJ" attemoon, instead of 

Rosh Haslionah. Ba.t. that aakes little ditterenoe. The t.e:d. goea: 

•Let us &tfii'm the majesty ind hollneae ot this da7, tor it is one ot ave 

and dread. On thie day, 0 God, ~minion ie aal.W and the thrme of t~ aercy 

eeta.bliahed. Verily, 1b°'1 are the 5upl'9U J~ and Tl\Y jvdpenta are ri«bteou 

altoeether. Beforw Thee all ou.r deeds are knCNn and reoorded. Ka.r:i forget.a ba.t thou 

reaabereat all. 

As the shepherd aeeketh OQt hie .tlock, oQl!lting hie lheep u the.r p.

under bis atatt, so doest thou Ca.uM eTer:f llvin8 soul to pass before thee , 

appo:inti.rig the aeaaure or t!IVer"f creature's lite and decreeing its desti.rJT. 

On theee dqs of ave, our bee.rte awaken to the truth tha.t in tlJ7 

providence Thou giveat li.te and ordaineat death. Thine omniscient judpent decides 

the 1'ortunes and dllaatere of nations arid of', men, their joys and their griefs, and 

their length of days . 

But in 'Illy grace lnou haat tauP,t ua that. oenitena, Prvtr and oharitx 

avert the atern decree. 

Thia is the tomula for a aeaningtul lite. 

Then ocau the additional parqraph, i:llitted in au re.fora PJ'9'8l' boak, vhiah 11 

cruaial: 
•(b Rew Year's D~ the decree is inscribed and cm the D&7 ot Atmaent 

it 18 sealed, how aarv •haµ pau ata:3 am h.ov JW1J" •hill: be born; ,,bo •hall llw 

and who shall die; who shall attain the meuure ot aan'a ctq and vbo eDall not attain 

it; vho shall perish by !'ire and whO tv •t.r; who ~ sword &nd who by beut; who 

by hUnger arid who by thint; whO b.r earthquake and who ~plague; who bi atrancl1ni 
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and vho l:v stcming: 'lllio shill have nst am who shall go vandel"ing; who aball be 

tr&U1uil and who &hill re d:iBt.lfrbed; who ahall. be at eue an:i who 8hall be atnicted; 

who shall l'eoane poor am who shall wax rich; vh6 Shall be brCUgtit lov and vho shall 

be exal t.ed. a 

It is perhaps largel., because of this pncyer that the notion hu denloped 

tlia.t Bosh 11.ashonah a.."K! Yaza [ippur are the period of apec1al coocentra.tior. on one's 

peracmal ta.lance sheet ot right and wrong, the sina cmaitted, the repentance to be 

done, the wrongs to be made right, the .forgiveness to be sought, traa both Ood and 

tell.ow-man against vhc:n we mq ha.Ve sinned. It ia true that these thmusa are nry 

eoh i.n evidenoe during this Bigh Bol1 Dq :Period. .:>n Yom lippur the long Uat ol 

sins is reoited i:n Al Chet. 'l"ne legend persist.a or the three Heaftnl.7 booka, cne 

~!" tho1e who are good, one tor evil, ar.d one !or tlioee who• tai. ia yet to m 

deteiildnm, which ga1'8 r1ae to tbe Kaw Year wl.opna •May JOU. m inacrt'tlrd 1n the 

Book o! Lite". This :Wb.Ole apprcach mq m aUllllled up in one ot the HebNv ph?Uee ~ 

which Roeh Bashonah is known, nael.y, Yom Ha.4in - the Dq ot Judg~ W'e think of 

this 10-dq holiday period as a :period of ju~nt in •mi.ch each man refiecte on the 

pa.st year's actirltiea, canteuee his sins, ilakes gezmine nspentance in hi• b-.rt, and 

aske the merciful GOO tor .torgi venees . I-t is a period of' stoclct.alO ng. aoul-H&rching 

and detomination to imP.rove . 1'hUS jUdgolent is pasaed. arid the treah page of the 

~ar ahead provides the opportunity- ror persa1al. ~ro'ftlmmlt. Rabbi Kl.imelech of 

Lisensk once said: "Every 1D3.D is created twice ~ :fi:rat when he 1s bol"ni eeccmd, when 

he repents his past and takes on new CODrage to live in ways aiore acceptable to God." 

I think enough has been said to you in yao.r liYes thus tar about the 

judgment. theme of P..01h ~bmah. Yoa. know by now tho difference betwen right and 

wrcmg. Tau know the meaning o! ethies and :morality. Yoo. know when 70u sin and lllllllt 

repent. You .knov vb.ether you are capable o! overcalaing teuP-tatioil. and the tr'oubl• 

th&t result if you are not. Give yourselvu tree]t to the worda of cmtrition nBt 

Ym Xippur 4q - search J'Cllr o...m harts - let the WOl'li• or the ecnteaaional. prq• 

sweep oYar you and perhaps sweep away acme of the t.d habita, 8Yil thoughts, bu• 

deairea. It you emerge atrmgar, feeling Cleaner, detendned to illprawe in the 7ear 
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~ t.ld""na ~ tale ldJl4 of p.-m-,.,. .. t. t.o 11a, au do l\ r• ~. 
I.et. u 10 m to tll• Wand ta- - tibat. ot a.I'• ....... 2laa ,_,. ft.

ot Oocl i• tCIDI ill tJMt ....... SbdliJ- Ml'Yioe, ** la dl'dMd !aio .._. )19'U, 

after -.h cine of 1dlle t.be Sboftt i• b' I •· !be tine ~ _.. all .. 

- lJIMta. lb.. tJanil ·-··-· 

... ..,.ill --.. flmi9 19 a 

......... .ai.u.dl...-

wn aa-. 
brSnp 1n ita --~ oc-,nttt8r l•-UdlYllM'• m wM\a P•lf.J.•. It. ia 
not. bUal4 rat. ~ ~ -u.e ri89 wl"tall Ot Dd!aaa .r nym11 

ual.tetb a nat.lan, -U IU1l ~ lt to ftln. la tbe 1--. ltr la .n Wltll ._ 

t.ll&t bd14 • mra1 ~ill• tlPU..1 :la U. J:mc ... N*w M tes wlte •t. u.11' om 

CUM. Ill~ hae ·wl'd• ad .,... la a ~ 1-c1 1• Gad :· m'rra. 
!be Uibd ..w. la •)led n,., ,,. (p.S,) ~ u. ... I,.,.. - l'UI'• 

hon. Ian - .. \lie °"4 of -...ia\lm - ...0 IWlll-4 W llf to OM9 tmd&U.. &\ 

.... lina1 ...... ~ad Ulhtnbl an4 ~ et u. ..... ... ... "--
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ot nature; Qod the l•1aberw, dlncrtor of '11.n.orp Clod the Red11 w, nwalell 
in the Sb.Otar. 

'Ille -t•tn of the •)or Idea• for tllla ...-1 .. ta tu .-lo .roie of 

the Jntall people. 1'11• la to 1-9 found I• the )Mra,J9r .canad Al- -- tW Mora· 

Uwro, wben lt ... 'ftcit .. onl1 eaoe ~r11. and ;p1t lato tM dallJ Mnlee, 

when lt •• nclted three tl ... ..,.ry 4'i.7c1 •• well •• into ~ S.Wtatb and 

Peatlat •nl•. It I• Mt only OM of >OU liDat lillportallt pn,.n. lriat also 

OM of ..- ota..t. Many Mholan f .. l ft ... vrlttaa 1Nlfon tbe d•tnctlon of 

the t~le. So, In till• oldeK nd --~ bl;ortaat ~. w II.aft a plOtbn of 

to &Hrlbi 

placed a Un O&ber fMllf• ot tbe eanb,. aad h.a• not uelgiaad 

ua a ;pGl'lloe l•ke th•, •rut .,_.-'"-ftOlt •de oar late llka all :t'heir 

9tlltlt--.• 

aftUp(hrlatlan by looltW ............ Gaoa. Beraud Shaw wa OM eiloh 

critlc. Wben .. Iced for Illa op1•t~ Of tllli .._, tllee\"t .. of raeS.l purit.J 

&ad Taotal caat..taattoa, he :nplte4 Cha~ tfae fault of die J.,. la lala ~ 

arrc>pnee• baaed oe llta elal• to Ml'Oftl t:o Qtcl '• ....._ race, that the ltordlc 

,.... ... la Olll7 an att~ to ltlltate •cJMt ,..tarlt1 of A......- and that the 

aatt-S..ltu clo aot .. how •t11te .... 11 .Jm•h• la t1Mt iflul dauta Of race 

nperlortt7. 

IL c. Well• also 1 ... 11..s •ecuNtlOM ... lut th• J ... for thelr 

wlllfall7 ..... talna a "'jecultar .-..1•• la the l'zeueh aad ... llala-apeaklna 

oountl'lea, becnae tba.r an hlat01J•"l'l.._a and haunted bJ ~uaatoa that 
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t1'e1 are• oboe.a.people vltk diattnctl ... ~rl•ll•&e-* a.er their Gentile fellow

oreatura•. a..n W.11• .... In the Jewl•h the~ of •l•otlon • •latlarltJ ~o 

tile l91p1lM• of racial pride on which Httl•ri• ta baaed • 

..Jew• haw •18'1ftder•t0Gd it, and haft either Met\ :really aunty of 

an uawarranted nperlodty. or baYa bent over backward the other vay fearfully, 

ill an effort to elq)lialn to non-.Jewa that • don't nally •an it.. !!!. ~ !!!!! 

!! •• but lt ahould 'be p~ly explained ... ao that It ta nalther 

alalnta:rpnted aor •l•nderatood. 

It ta a core doctrl•• lom.d la uay place•, not only tn the 

AdoTation. 

l. 1n the Pi'l"8.7 alpt ~lMUh, it N)'•: 

"hr t'hOu *t eboeen u and .._lio.M u .a'bcPN all nation.a." 

2. Ia the bleaahtp netted before reading the Torah. it says: 

"Wbo baat choMn u from all people• alld al'ven ua tbe Torah.• 

3. In the dally 9:>rftlttg urvlce, r1pt before "rCCitlng the Sh_, it 

aaya: 

"81esHc1 art thou O lotd whO Iha• ohoaen thy people Israel ln lO'ft." 

4. In the Bible lt .. lf. ic .. ya= 

"I vUt Uka JOU to• for a )eopla and l vU.1 be to you a Qod.• lx.6:7 

5. And qaln tc.. 20:a26 

"1 haw Ht ;,ou •JMtl't from t:he people• tbnt you should be mlna. 

So here tt l• suc.d. ~•- end U• aaatn. at the moat etgnlflca11t 

momenta -M tn the 'Bible,, at the Torah nailing, et the Ktdduah. at tbe Sh

tbe doetU'lM of the election or Mlectton or apeclal n.hra of the .Jevlab 

people. 

'!here ta an old Yiddish folk-•loaan:a ~ haat chosen ua froa 

~ au natlou" -- 11bat, o :Lord, dtd You haft aaalnat uat• 
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'Ihua, the .Jew la one of the qulnteaaenttal of God'• creauoaa, 

different and Hparate. In quaUt7 and cbaraeter aQd fuactlon, •• Upt 1• 

dlffennt from dark, •• the Sabbath Sa dlfferenc froa the ordinary 07. 

'There la no Hnae arautna thta -- lt la a atate of affatra, • condition, a fact 

of exlatenc:a wtatob b vnehanglna and 11nohanauhle. l'hla election can ... " 

daager, avtfer1na, ••th, •• tt oftp baa am will apln. then ta aodalng to 

be 4one but to encblra It. 

It b an •rror to thlalr .. han OJ Choice. lalether we are 

cauttoaed to 4lHaft thil •trl• aa aaaelanatatle, 111alala .a.oat laplan tell• 

ua to do; or vrged to 1lory In lt9 1'htela GOethm and X..Utea tell ua to do --

Mku wry Uttle 41lffanee. 

1la an C•lll• wltb a ...Se nl•• ... tlnM to rwln loeked with 
I 

1llm can we 11 berate ouraelvea. The ~t neat myatery of tbe Unknown beckou 

ua to the f artheat fuc.re itben all &ball be elear. Until then the f lre la in 

our souls, and though we. u•t• allid fur. thoagh our M&rt• be torn out and w 

... t often rlH fro. our own ..-.. we bold to the Ylalcm of a redeemed •nklild 

whose ulti•t• trl_. Me shall st'1bbomly aurvlve to wttusa. 

tbrn themes 1 baYe tried to deUnute tonlght -- the l11prowd man, 

vllo oonfaaMs- ht• error., acoepta i• jud ... at and trlea to move forward ln a 

new ,..r to • blpr 1.,,.1 of eofuluct; ~he 1-.wnt God• •o nil•• as klaa. 

anaouncl• tbe Hualah; and the eleoted people Iarael wlao bur eternal vltMH 

to the bellef that •n can upln to the anpla. Wbe't uj .. ty h\ theM td,.. 

what Challenge in the• thoughU ·- 1'hat araQlleur ln theH poaalbllttleal 

'!'be arut Amarlcan Jw Stephen Wt.e ._.s It ap ln &U.. wcmla: 

"The n.S..,tlon will come to the Jew onl7 lf ha bear tila ...- ad •ftrJ 

other 'bunen i11POMd apon bbl by clUtlny vltll 11-lna courage ud 



...... "" ..... 
nit_. ill6l1•au '*'*• tlt1Dlr _. *" ~••If• tM 1 ... ~ dwi 

.......... ,, will ~ .. ,, ... 3w ...... - ........ •1a. 

lala ... ID tlle •••r 11 el ... ~ '° .._ ahiiie .. a. .tt•t•l7 
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JfUfUlli OI JllaSB .LI1I D AJlllICl 

B.r IA* Bel1m'\ A. ~ 

Tb9 .berl.oaa Jewiah t~~ er-it.tee 111111 .....W aa a 

~ tor tM oel.MnU• -..•a Oppcrtaaltiu ard BMpcm1 lilitlml Ualer 

~ wt-.. ottered ... ueat. ,.,.....aa a~ ot • oWoei 

.. belieft that. 'lli:t.h th1a ~ 'Ute ~ .. ,, haft 

,.. 1lhD1e 

at.te v.l.4 War .I a. the ~ ~ afiMI' V..W. Val" II, haW ........ 

1iM raae ot t.be land. tra., thah-4Jl/fnt bliillll ... peJiocl8 ot ~ .. 

be\Ween tlul CJ,"dl Var and VOf"4Wai'1. .._it •1na1il ta.\ \be-... ot ta01.al 

equ&li\7 tor tm lttO"Q .... den ad. to fJ'uatr&U.on. !rill. tbll'e _. beD 

p.r.t.od9 fat incSf4m t&Hi•, u w1aa tedanl tll'OOp9 himlK ta. ~ 

Qt~ tba 1Gd.t41 ._.. llalm ~ tbf GMt Dipieleica. Tn., tmre U. ._ 

.,_.. ot •"'*f~s•, u ..._ Ule ftJ'ri 2' 1- foal 1\ • Mid t,o 

m.u the ,..,.,._t.lan baniu'a ~ .. Amterdaia .ia 1',..., a1111 ~ lat.tet-dq 

..... SOJ'll tomd 1.t. •o ha1'd to Craok UMt JloCUna.Val'-r la nstridl- at tedq. 
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But all of this, the retrogr;ealion, the stagnation, the et.O!Q"

heartednes11, has been part or t.be ceuelu11 ·~8 to expaad the .trc:mt.ierw 

or .treedm and repa,ir the ~-ci•• o! ou.r present democraCT. The beaut,

or America is tbat the struggle bas al~ been .at least~ sucoeaatul 

and we prq W1ll alwqs continue to be so. 

I would ra.ther ape&k tonight not or the tut.ur.e deT8lopaant o:l 1-r1ca, 

important aa that 18, bat ~ the rutura developl&Dt o:l t.he Jew and Jndaia. 

America vill emerge sateq trca the trlala other future whet.her these oonat.ituia 

at.tacks \IP<m 1*' bod.J .trca vltbcNt. qr a18p1ded e'Dllliea or eabotage upm her 

soul. trm wiUd.ll llr 111.~ patriot'41. I a not ao oertai.D that our people 

and our faith v1ll -.zp ~ satelT trca their t.Jibla ot the next centUJ7. 

Let• make it al.ear imecHatelJ' that I aa not apulr1ng or ~ical 

da.:ngenl Vhich aq hara u. While Jewish hlator;r is replete with eDllplea of 

the 1111upeoted and the inupli:oable, and wtiil• a tatuoua optiaia embracing 

the attitude that notld.ng oau.ld ~ 'to u here would inr:licaje an 

unpendaaible bl i ndMse, still the likelihood ol pogrm. incaroeration. genocide 

here in Ait.erloa, under present circoastancae, is reaote. Eftnte could transpire 

to take t.hia country down the path ot brutalitariaDl•, mt it i• dnCNt.q to 

be h~ that we would ba able to nQOin1se the danger sign8 in time to join 

with llb-aiDded tellOWnrbaeftoana in a total i"Hilltaw to auCh ewnta. It 

w succeeded, well and good. It,.. .tailed, not only our nrri.Tal Vou1.d be at 

at.aka, bllt the surrlftl ot the entire vest.em world. 

lo - I SJ>9&k not or the pbJsical, bv.t rather at the spiritual eatev 

o:l Judala in the cent'1l17 ahead. For l teel that there is a greater ll.lmliboad 

ot oor being killed )iv Jdmhess than by sword. The nr.r perteot"ion of 

dellQCr&ey in America~ briDi us to the situat.i.on liherein our inat.it.ution.e 

vill cr.mable, our identit.7 be dest.rcJJ"d, the loyal.ties or our canst.itUienCJ 

wither through assillilalion, indil'.terence, inteniarrlage and acculturation • 
.er~~ 

The ~·r WOUJ..d be this tate ft it wre to occur under conditiona ot iJlproYed 






















