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III. Yom Kippur eve
1959

Balief in Cod is the most difficult thing in the world, and the most
important and indispensable, both.

It is the most difficult: because God is not present where He is most
needed, in the Warsaw Chetto and at the death of every forsaken saint and hero.

| It is the most important : because without the belief and the assurance
in a far-off god-like goal, the world is just debris and ashes.

Cardinal Newman said : We can't believe in God and we've got to believe
in God.

We want a belief in Cod. We are not talking about respect for the
fantastic powers of nature, nor sbout the ethics of the Ten Commandments. We
want what Montague called "a momentous possibility.” He said:

"Religion is the acceptance of a momentous possibility -- namely, that
what is highest in spirit is also deepest in nature, that the ideal and the real
are at least to some extent identified, not merely evanescently in our own lives
but enduringly in the universe itself,

If this possibility were an actuality, if there truly were at the heart
of nature something akin to us, a conserver and increaser of values, and if we
could not only know this and act upon it, but really feel it, life would suddenly
become radiant. For no longer shall we be alien accidents in an indifferent
world, uncharacteristic by-products of the blindly whirling atoms; and no longer
would the things that matter most be at the mercy of the things that matter
least."”

Man is afraid and doesn't want to be along, This is the title of
Heschel's book "™Man Is Not Alone". It is too horrible a thought. But does
man then invent a Cod out of his need (as Voltaire suggested) or does he search
and find the God who really is?
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He does not invent -- he searches -- and comes up with ideas which
satisfy some men and leave others still frustrated. For modern man most of the
acknowledged and accepted definitions leave him frustrated, The crisis in the
God-belief today is due to the inadequacy of our search. We must fynd new
definitions — the old ones are no: good. - What sre sohe of the old cnest

What definitions of God are there?

1. The traditional picture -- omnipotent, omniscient, ete,
Ex, 316

e Lood: the Lerd ok WarIPul. whd  Bemubouin.. Delgsehtrorig st
abundant in goodness and truth; Keeping mercy unto the thousandth generation;
forging iniquity and transgression and sin."

THIS IS HARD TO BELIEVE.
MERCIFUL? WHERE WAS HE AT AUSCHWITZ?
WHERE IS HE AT TIMES OF PAIN, ILLNESS?
Poople dek. Aot only 1 bebiberits Tt wled 1’ Hine-of Yilekex, Where 15 GuST
Loss of faith occurs when we see loved ones suffer,
(tell Koestler story)
THE AGE OF LONGING
Arthur Koestler

Suddenly to her own surprise, she heared herself talking in an even,
almost bored voice:

",...During the war one wing of the school was transformed into a
hospital, Some of us worked as auxiliary nurses, We had some plastic surgery
cases -- mostly pllots who had no noses and looked liked obscene syphilitics,
One had no lower jaw; one breathed through a rubber tube which came out of a

hole in his throat, Some had t0erid days with their arms gr legs sewn to
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their chins, to make a graft take — curlsd up like overgrown embryos. Others
had hands shrivelled up like birds' nl_.mn. other slept ﬁﬂlmmalika

fish begause they had no eyelids. One who had hardly any face left, only
bandages like Wells' Invisible Man in the film, wrote on a slate before he

died: 'To Hell with God. TYours sincerely.' I should have been horrified,

but I found that I agreed with him, so I knew that T was lost. Perhaps I
mMMMMwitmﬂbhss. but one day a girl in the school developed
cerebral meningitis. S5She was only eight, but precocious, pretty and gay.

She was very attached to me, so T insisted that I should be allowed to nurse her ..
Cerebral Meningitis, as you ~erhsps know, produces a headache which is considered
the severest pain caused by any natural disease. This child, who had the silly
mrqntm.mm.&;th_hursmmbnh,.WhMintotMﬁnﬂ
coia; id diftng Shess Sighten Moure She Kt Suratiy her hesdiwithont reapite,
and uttered every thirty seconds a certain ery -- a high-pitched bird-cry which
is charabteristic of cerebral meningitis., Just before she went into the coma she
had a short moment of relisf, and har eyes, which had alresdy shown only their
white, focused on me. I bent over her and ssid somsthing silly sbout God's great
lm..mdsheﬂspundintoqur: "Hydie, Hydie, I am afraid -- because I think
He's gone crazy and T am in His power.” Then, as I said, she went into the

coma and died three days later. But this idea of a child of eight got a strong
hold on me, for at that time I believed that nobody else before had hit on it.
Tt gesmed to emplain a lot of things: the sheer malign stupidity of the Power
which had put that child on the rack and wrenched those inhuman bird-cries from it;
the surrealistie horrors of the plastic ward, and later on, the gas chambers and
the death-trains with the chlorine. You see, I could not imagine myself as just
tissus without heart and a mind, and maybe I can't even today. Add faothing could
happen without His will, and as those things kept happening, the only explanation
was that God suffered from some malignant form &f insanity.........."






5e

nmmmmmztmuwmmmm'.m.tmm_
othoﬂiumtmdj.aholian And so they begin the contortions with which we
m»fﬂilm.a.ntho,'ﬂookor.kb. for instance, wherein they try to explain -
away the evilness of evil. You know the answers given$ Perhaps evil is a mere
mm;pui-h@numumm.*mpa 1t 1s » desirable and natural
mmmm&mﬁhnhumnﬂmmﬂnﬁwmm
w;mwhmamsmummrmmm'

72

AT g
e

ours, m.. eto, "_-f B i - S R A A .
The mm_ﬁu‘wmu 3 u- Maﬁ perhaps Fie is
o G i b it s

orasy. Thay m?mﬂw the ¢
yot permits evil, uw*@m B e T
Perhaps 1 1s $ime o it . M- vory by altering the
attribute of fis power, *rmmmm&umtm does not control,
umnﬂuumm : :
hatWMMnﬁymormmnmnmehMm
of our day, Dr, Sloninsky, u-mm_mh,mmmoruu—m
T think, with brilliant mms. Here -io-nm'. thesis:
mnmm Eonlnnﬂrmtmloﬂl maﬁnumuu.
n.mnothnpmmmmlunsmlerhu. e
%umm_-mnmmqmoawm'mim The world
i.anatmbrnﬂltter!!ptﬂt but broksn into two parts. Ood 1is represented in
mhthnlmmrt tmuumhmlu;ond l-allpurttmisn;m_
the rest, darkness,

_ The name for this emerging light and goodness is God. Religion is the
drniticnttnpttohalp.ﬂdw—hmmwafnm u«mm
darkness, mGﬁMwmmMMMhmthwnunhu
.gnutundm-unnn Some day Fle will win, and this deepest

thonsilthmpd_mhhﬂn?_ |

on that day Ged will be one.
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This meanis Cod is growing i must be unified — must be mads One at the
end of Time. muat.ﬁn«u’ormg&-nm-_mmb.mnmg. God will be
opparent. at the end. ' | s

nqm:uar-mxazmm Imwnym!ou'tbensninﬂnd,
but if you act as though you do, you do. Shunqsuﬁhamngth-ht._mm
1876, Paiduted ias 4t vas"iAth-a Sovi o Sadaty snd msokind: AepHied Ot The
assurance that truth, justice and love outlast everything is religion, God is
tumfwtn-morvﬂm.:ertmmmmtmmmuuuma

_ -mmm*,umﬁhm mmm@oma—awt
add up to mmu. Mwﬁu just evapar rate. There mist be conservations of
heroie effort. m!ﬁupmﬂtﬂ!ﬂlw&&wwam
umt_mmmuﬁ:muxuu;_f"'aq- In some half
blind, stubling way sl effort must add up to something. Tt has to — or we will

a1l go crazy. msunpu-gm_;mqemu -- who gets stronger

all the time, . | g B5 . 9
Mnm.mmwmum q-morpdm-.-nm
smchillMIln.._.‘_ '

mmsormmn@t«nmuwum
histery. mmummwmﬁmtwthnmm@aa
the end of time, muumu.gmu tragedy, untold suffering, heroism
andw.._!hwyiahlm.

God nech help in this bloody process = he needs a partner. Xen is his
partner. Neister Eckhart (German mystic of 13th century) summed it up: "God can
_no\mdowithmtuthmumdoﬁthnuthh' '

: Mmmummm-amw.amum(mmm.
in piwer), a God who oan become realized and fulfilled only when Man cooperates
with i to Gvercows. évil,  God esmnot do it ‘alovs: There is no God when man
is evil. Yan can destroy God, CGod without man is nothing.






slm-uwm.m.mtmaii.nmhm.-mm
quality, mmm.wm:m'-wmm-m
Mis fate - struggling with him. Od High cccasions this is full of bliss
ik e ay ot Siatl i, hher Wimes, %15 diee ik Dlagk sl tariiilh: b
in the death-furnsces. The shosenness is always in the nature of a burden
from which there is no escaps, as Jonah ¢ould not sscape.

It is a terrible and a blessed thing, mwamﬁd '
bliss to be born a Jew. mdmmrmabm.mmm.
nnmmm&hmmwtwmue&.

mmmwammﬁnﬂmuwm
mh*mwummmwmﬁummm
same as the general run of huma '\'_tmdmmm‘nﬂuu&m
anm.huwm hﬁmuumunhm.
Theologioal status does ot attach fo the individusl Jew, but to the group, the
1dea, the corporate entity of Israel. |
monstrous and arrogant to chi.mht‘c-i!_f:_ir nmmh is m.l.ytho formula for
tummawwa-mt'-m m-m'mmuruum
people, tommM'lm.ﬂnmmthwmducﬂﬁum
thtmlmammmmmammhmhmam.
Tndividual mesbers may be heroic or frightened, majestiw or vulgar, godlike or
dismayed — but $o the growp as a peycho-physical unif inures the swsowe role. -

And so we have it, Gﬂnﬂ!hamhlmphuﬂutmtharutm
struggle toward the good. 'mmmﬂedmimmmm_wrm
and must both be herolc beyond all dimensions required of anyone else.












