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RAEBI

A, FRIEDMAN'S:PAPED MESSAGE

' TO MONROE, LA, LEADERSHIP ON OCT, 7, 1959

I am sorry I cannot be with you in Monroe in person this morning, gentlemen.
I would have wanted very much to come, but it is physically impossible for me to be
everywhere at once, This is a large country and there are many cempaigns that are
conducted simultaneously, However, I am glad you asked me to send this message,
because it's the next best thing to coming in person and gives me a chance to
talk to you almost face to face.

First of all I wonld like to express our thanks to certain people and these
are not just perfunctory thanks, I really memm it. I have been told all about the
work of Morris Blumemthal who led last year's campaign with such devotion and dis-
tinction, and I would like to offer my good wishes to his successor this year, to
Stuart Dornberg, whose planning up to thie point I have been told about and whose
dedication gives promise of raising much more momey this year than was raised last
year, I em sure that if Mr, Dornberz does that, Mr. Blumenthal won't be angry.

And thirdly, I have heard about the record of Mr., Stramss, Clifford Stramss,
whose leading role in the community is always depended upon to provide stimmlation
for the entire Jewish community of Monroe, I understand that you have with you
thie morning, Mr, Ed Polsen of New Orleans who waes the Chairman of the campaign
over there in 1958 and who has worked hard and loyall for the United Jewish Appeal.
He has come over to Monroe this morning to help you with your fund raising, And
I'd like to send my greetings also to Mr, Ullman, the field representative of the
United Jewish Appeal who can help you and guide you and spur you on to even greater
efforts if you need that,

On a purely local note, let me say one thing before I start talking about
the problems which face us overseas, I heard about your temple drive and I heard
this is a $400,000 drive to complete a magnificent temple building, I'd like %o
congratulate you on the ability to put a big one like that across, It shows that
you have the capacity to raise large sums of money, It also shows the depth of

of your Jewish interest and spirit. That's all to the good and I'm delighted to hear it,
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But you and I understand that this lovely, wonderful, large temple project
cannot affect our responsibility toward the United Jewish Appeal,

Let's just make very sure that we don't build our temples in America at the
expense of reducing aid to helpless refugees overseas, It's proper that we should
build our temples, but we must build them at our own expemse, We cah’t build them
at the expense of others who need our help, We should build our temples and we must
at the same time increase our a2id to Israel and Jews overseas,

Now let me tell you just what the situation is in Israel at this moment,
Quite frankly things are getting very much better there. All the years of labor
and effort and energy and love that we've poured into that project, are beginning
to show good and great results. The economy of Israel is progressing handsomely.

I could cite many things, let me just take a few,

Exports of zood are increasing at = very raplid rate. Seven years ago, for
instance, Israel was exporting $40,000,000 worth of goods, commodities and services.
This year Israel will be exporting $280,000,000 worth of zoods, Seven times as much
in seven years, A phenomenal record of growth and achievement,

Or take another index, the national income, the gross national profuct,

It's been growing at the rate of 10 per ceat per year. Or take a third thing, this
question that bothers us so much in the United States, The guestion of inflation.
It's a terridble problem in Israel, in a growing country. And yet I think they've
got it licked, or at least have got it under control. Prices have been stable
$here for the last 18 months and the index has been holding level,

Many people were in Isrsel years agd, and remember the actual food shortages,
You might be surprised to have me tell you today that there's an agricultural
surplus in the country. Israel this year is exporting 300,000,000 egzs. To say
nothing of cheess and butter and milk and many other things,

On the industrial side, free industries are now producing 80 per cent of her
own internal industrisl needs, It is fantistic when you think of how few factories

there were there just a decads ago,
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The industries are now going shead on the basis of trying to expand and
increase their exports, not just supply internal needs, because if they can increase
exports, they can earn more foreign currency. And speakinzs about that item, let me
take that as the last thing that I would brinz to your attention statistically
speaking, TFor the first time in her entire history, Israel actually has a small
foreign currency reserve. It mever happened before

So I think it is quite fair to say we have a great success story on our
hands, We worked hard and all the labor is now beginning to pay off, Israel is
here to stay, that's as clear as clear can be, The whole first decade of improvisation
is all-over,, The makeshift, the planning, the try it this way, try it that way,
the failures, the successes, those are now getting behind us and we're moving out
of the first decade of improvising and we're moving into the second decade of clear
planning on the basis of known facts where there will be fewer and fewer failures,

There's another aspect about this that's terribly important, Any fears
that people might have had about the permanence of Israel now are obviously ground-
less fears, If she's come through the first decade in this fashion in which I
described, no one can say that she can be knocked out of the box, to use a2 slang
expression, I'm speaking guite strongly about the political fact that the Arab
attitude toward peace with Israel has always been based upon the premise that Israel
was not permanemt and that Israel would collapse from failure or bankruptey or dis-
integrate within, And the Arabs always had the attitude that there was no need to
make pease with Israsl for soom Israsl would remove herself or be removed from the
scene of contemporary history, That's all groundless,

And slowly apd surely the Arabs themselves must come to realize that if
Israel is permanently on the world scene, they will have to find modus vivendi with
her and learn how to make peace with her, So that actually the political prospects
for peace in the long run come from this increased strength and stability that Israel

now has, No more improvising, we're mow in the period of stabilization,
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¥With that hopeful and bright and happy picture, one might then say, well
what help does she need any longer, If she actually has a foreign currency reserve,
why do we have to raise sny more money in the United States, or why are the lesders
of the United Jewish Appeal asking for more money than last year, not less,

Well, good friends, there's another side to the coin, I've been talking
to you sbout the economy of the comntry as a whole., About its gemeral rate of
progress. Now we've got to get down to cases about individuals in the comtry
wvhose personal and individual status is nowhere near as happy or as successful as
that, I'm speaking quite bluntly about the almost 1,000,000 new immigrants whom
we've brought inte I;rasl in thege last 10 or 11 years. And one out of every three
of whom, one out of every three ;at whom, has not yet been fully absorbed in the
country. |

It's about these people that I want to talk to you when we use the phrase
the "unfinished job" or the "ummet needs” of the 1uigrant| who have arrived. !\lo
out of every three people have been settled, Settled to us mesns = house, a job,
a school for the children, 2 hospital bed for every so many additional thousands
of people in the country. Roads, water, electric liour. Two out of every three
people are settled in the semse that they have a roof over their heads, a job for
the breadwinner of the family, a place for the children to be educated, And two
out of every three of those new immigrants are themselves now actually earning
enough, so that they in turn have become taxpayers in the comntry., That's a won-

derful job of integration and absorption and we can be terribly proud of it.

But I'm talking to you about the other one. That one man out of every three
who is still living in a personal condition of deprivation, of misery, of squalor
and yes, even with an agricultural surplus in the country, sometimes of hunger,

Take the question of housing, for instance, There are 20,000 families
sti1l living in transit camps, which we call in Hebrew, ma'abarot, A transit camp

is a place into which you put people with the clear assumption that you're going
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to move them out. You have them in that place in-transit and you're telling him that
if he stays there a while, as new houses are built you will put him into one of the
new houses, As you keep people in a transit camp for four, or five, or six, or

seven years, is this moral, can this redlly be called temporary?! 1Is this provisionall
is this in transit?

Many of these people have the feeling there not in tramsit for something
better at all, but that they're stuck,

I wish I could describe to you what these ma'abarot are like, They're
squalied, they're tin huts, they're canbas shacks, they're two by four's which are
drawn with thin plywood or temting around them, They leak, they're dirty, there's no
sanitieng~.They're miserable. They're what we call in America shanty towns. And
for us at this stage of the game still to have 20,000 families of Jews living in
conditions of that sort, maybe 100,000 people, is a shame and a scandal and we want
to eleminate it and to do that we need more money then we had before., W¥We cannot
lick this backlog of housing wnless we have more money than we've had in previous
years,

Ben Gurion said very simply: "A bitter people cannot build a free country,"
That's so true. Some of these people have waited so long for housing, they've hecome
bitter, Families have disintezrated. Boys and girls of 16, 17 years old, run away
from these places becanse they can't stand living there any longer. And they leave
their parents, and they leave their homes, And the fathers and the mothers on the
other hand become sad and disillusioned and sayt We're failing our children, we're
not providing a roof over their heads,

It's nobody's fault, It's the fault that a million immigrants have come in
so quickly and we've gotten 900,000 of them adequately housed, It's the last
100,000 who are struggling and in misery and in wvhose behalf I am pleading,

Or take another matter. Not the matter of housing. Take the matter of
farm settlements., We've established since the begimning of Israel, 11 years ago,

482 farm settlements on which we've put thousands and thousands of families of new

immigrants and taught them to be farmers,
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Vhen you put 200, or 300 or 400 people on a farm, and you've got to teach
them from scratch how to be farmers, it's ridculous to think they can work with their
hands, They need #ools, they mneed tractersy; they need cow sheds, they need cows
in the cow sheds or the farm isn't zoing to begin to earn it's way,

And I whould like to tell you of the 482 méttlements we established, 350
of them have not yet received their investment to make them self-sufficient in
order to make them pay off, If you have no chickens in the chicken coop and they
don't lay eggs and you have no sgzs to sell, that farm unit is not earnming amything.

Why it's shocking and it's wasteful to bring people there to prepare the
land, maybe to run some water in, maybe to run a road up to the place and them stop,
becanse we !;a.ro no more money. It's stupid., It's leaving the job half done. What
happens is that the men begin to drift off becamse they've got to find work some
place else,

And so these farms stay in a condition of partial development,half-way done,
even three quarters of the investment made, but they're not up to the full enuff,
where we can say to that farm mnit of 200 families, you are now on your own, You
have everything you need to make your own living with, That's what we call self-
sufficiency., We've only zotten that far with 130, Three hundred and fifty farms
still need, whether it's tools or cows or tractors or chickens, somethinz's missing,

Then let's take a third matter, When I said that some of the men drift off
the farms to look for work elsewhere, where do they go?! Well we have a system in
Israel, it's called avodat duckund, which is very hard for me to translate, It's
sort of a WPA kind of 2 deal, It's partial employment, subsidized employment,

The man needs work, There are road buildinz jobs, bridge building jobs, rock
crushing jobs, tree planing jobs, culverts, conduits, grading of roads and hill-

sides, That kind of lsbor for which we've worked out a scale vhereby we can afford

to pay IL5 a day to a man, IL5S is $2,50,
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¥e worked out a minimmm of 12 days a month, Twelve days a month, Which is
IL60 a month, or roughly $30. That's all that we can guarantee him, because we have
no money to go beyond that, And so somsbody else in the family goes out to work,
The wife works, or the child works. And there are childrem of 10 or 1l or 12 years
0ld who should be in school, who are out working becanse they've got to supplement
the income of the father,

And I should like you to know very simply, there are thousands of families
in Israel trying to live on $30 and $40 and $50 a month. And those are the people
I referred to before who, in the midst of plenty, sometimes hunger., DBecause there
may be plenty in the food shops and on the vegetable stalls but you got to have
monsy to buy it,

And I think that's a disgrace and I think it's shocking and I think that we
shouldn't permit that to continue. There would be no necessity for this WPA kind
of gubsidized labor if all the farm settlements had everything they needed and the
men could earn their livings on the farms, which is what they want to do and which
is what they should do,

¥Well gentlemen, I've taken emough of your time as it is. You can see the
point I'm making, Our pride and our homor are at stake, I think, We have no right
to start something and not finish it, We started something here. We finished it
90 per cemnt of the way, I must admit, But for that last 10 per cent of the people
in the ma'abarot, for that last ten per cent of the people on temporary employment,
for the last ten per cent of the people for whom there are no schools and there are
no hospitals, we must finish the job, Those whom we brought there have every reason
to believe that we won't leave them stranded,

And those who are yet to come, because there are Jews in many places on
this earth waiting to come to Israsl,,.knowing that we've takem in the first millien,

they want to be part of the next crop of immigrants whom we will receive, Those



who are still waiting to come have every right to feel that we will help them, as
we helped their predecessors. We have a two-fold job, gentlemen. We have the old
Job of absorbing the old immigrants and we got the constant job of receiving new
immigrants who are pressing into Israel every day,

. For these two things we need more money every single year and I'm asking
you this morning at your meeting to contribute more money, every single one of yom,
So that you can have the feeling of dignity and honor and you can have the Imowledge
of Imowing that with couragze and with patience amd with continued applicability to
this job, what I described to you at the beginning as the general beautiful, wonderful
picture of Israel's progress for the whole population in gemeral, can becoms the
picture for even thuc lut umder-privileged Mﬂ&@l.

Courage mﬁ patience will carry us through to the end with increased
generosity, If m‘ra understood the problem for the first 10 or 11 years up to
now, I beg of you to understand it for the next few years and to give in increasing
measure so that what we started, we will finish, in the best tradition of Jewish
philanthrophy.

Thank you very mich,

tF¥





