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The P'iean i n1.? of tli.e Wailine Wall 

Ce rtain fix 0d pla c ~s serv0 as p~r~anent ancho rs 

in the c ontinu ously c~an e-in ~· e bb and flow of h istory. The 

~o lden city of Jerusalc~ ~~s b~an t~at one fixad place in the 

histori c memor y of th~ Jewish peo~l 0. And t he h ear t of 

J e r usa l em was always the Kotel Hama 0 a ravi 9 t he Wailin~ Wall ? 

the wes t e rn wall of Solomo n °s Ta~~la whose uassive stonas 

a r e JOOO years old 

Praye rs and me~ories h a ve spanned thousands of 

y e ars of time and t housands of mil es of space to l e ap forward 

a nd across t o t hat one spot so central to Je~ish ex~eri ence 

and tradition. If we, the world - scatte r ed peoply, have a 

focus anywhe r e it i s t 11.is city and t h is wall. 

Pr oof of this was g iven in t~e Six J ay a r when 

the passionate su r?C of ecoti o n e t t he libe ra t i on of the wall 

e xc eeded ony o t he r aspect of the victory . Fantastic thin~s 

we r e acco~nlished - ane~y a r reics w0 r G destroyed with incred ible 

s oeed - t he born ~ rs we r e enlar ged a nd th~i r ancient l inits -

s e ttl ements we r e f r oed f r om the uunishment of c onstant 

she lling - a truly g r e nt victory wos won - y e t the c entral 

syobol of a ll of t~is was the wall to w~ich the peopl e 

st r eamed in t h e e cs tasy of th e ir j oy. The r o we r e no victory 

parad es in thv str~3 ts - t her e was a pil~rimage t o the wall. 

The one photograph symbolizing the victory showed th(l Prime 

Minister and the Chiuf of Staff standing in front of t h a 

anci e nt stona s . The r euniting of t~e J ewis h ~o opla with its 
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fix ed focus afta r c 3nturi ~s of s~~orntion was t~~ heart and 

core cf the victor y. 

Tl'le paro. crooo0rs r each a d tht.: wall b l oody ~nd begrin.ed . 

Young r.~a n gav ..: l.i.f 0 s ~ that the historic circle cou l d b a clos e d 

and al l Jerusale~ bo c eQe onc e again the unit ed cacital. Their 

d eeds , thou gh war-like, we r e r ea lly deeply spiritun l. They 

sur?'od f o rward in f ire a nd s t 13e l to r e ach on inani r.1ate o bject 

wh ich was r aD lly the living and b eat ing hea r t of a unique 

p eoo l e. 

We ara goin~ froc the Wa ll , whos e me aning caus e s our 

h e arts t o beat tte f aster , t~ the Nati onal Mili tary Ce~etery, 

in whic~ they lay with h earts s t illed. Frora thos e young 

men a nd fro.-;. the :!all , we Kill d r aw tha ins'9ira tion to rais e 

the Jewish p eool3 and its 3tQte to e v e r g r ea t er he i gnts of 

g l ory. 




