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The Chairman.

This is a dream come true for me to see my friends here. On the
itinerary here, it's called the Strelitz Mission. Now we're very
delighted here that it's called the Strelitz Mission and I think
Leonard has done a great job in getting us organized. For those of
you who don't know, Rabbi Friedman's name has been very intimately
linked up with all the aims and the work of the United Jewish Appesal.
The two become very nearly synonymous. He's a graduate of Yale and
Hebrew Union College, served as a U.S. Chaplain in Germany in 1945
and there led efforts to rescue survivors from the death canmps.

17 years ago he joined the UJA in New York as Executive Vice Chairmean.
He's been instrumental in executing and planning the far-reaching
UJA programs in which we are all involved today. He, together with
the leaders of our communitiea, the Jewish cammunities in the United
States, have done a fantastic job. And he has many reasons to be
proud and we are very proud of him. Today, he makes his home in
Israel while he continues his work with the UJA.. We know he has an
important messege to give us, to brief us for our exciting three days
here in Israel. Rabbi Friedman.

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman.

Sam, first I thousht you were just a comedian, but after that
introduction, I think you're just finc. There's no way in which to
begin to describe to you what the problems are. There's no logical
beginning or logical ending., We're just all plunged right in the
middle and that's really the best way toilook at Israel. This place
moves so fast, so many things happen here a2ll the time. There are
80 many challenges that have to be faced and decisions made in the
course of one day,; that it's hard to do long-range planning. Evary-
thing secms to be the result of improvisation. And yet, if there's
one thing I'd like to get acroae to you, #t's the fact that that's

an illusion.

This place appears to be constantly growing and constantly changing
and constantly shifting. You see buildings going up all around you,
you see new roads being thrown down. You look at figures and you

see cars growing, GNP growing, everything going up. The GNP of

this country has grown at the rate of 10% a year for 12 years in a
row, second in the world only to Japan. And you would have a
tendency to say that you are in the middle of some absolutely volatile,
uncontrolled, runaway inflation situation. No planning, everything
ie just growing like topsy. Tre opposite is true. Underneath
everything, there's one plan that functions in this country, that
motivates everything else. It's the driving engine that pushes
everything else and it's what keeps the morale in this country as
unbelievebly high as it is in the face of such terrible difficulties.
The underneath plan, invisible most of the time, but deeply imprinted
like circuits in a computer, so you cen't change them unless you re-
program the whole damn thing, is the fact that there must be one place
on the face of this earth where Jews can come as of right, not on
somebody's tolerance or sufferance. And where they can be safe, not
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subject to somebody else's whims of oppression and persecution.
That's what's printed on the circuit and that's what drives the
engine. So it 211 comes out of and it stems from the Hitler
experience. Because that was something which shocked the Jewish
people beyond all comprehension, that that could have happened and
the whole world stood by and watched gll the people being burned
in the furnaces and nobody did anything about it. And that that
could have occurred in the 20th Century - that left a2 trauma.

And the second thing that left a trauma was the fact that apparently
your independence depends.on youry own efforts. £nd if you're not
going to do anything about it, nohady else is. And so right out

of the Hitler period of ashes there was developed this furious,
creative power - fight the British, push through the illegal block-
ade on the Mediterranean, land people on these shores whether they
had a2 so-czlled certificate and a--”;;t'to land here or not, the
devil with all the legalities. It's absolutely identical, in =
psychological sense, with the conguering of a continent that took
place in the United States at the beginning of the 19th Century.

The devil with legalities at that time.  You just swept the Indians
off their land and pushed them into.the Pacific.

Now what happened here was that we said: the devil with the legali-
ties of people who Were Brying to keep'us out of this country. They
were not the Aresbs.  The people trying to keep us out of this
country were the British. So we fought the British and we landed
on the shores here. £nd then we found that we were fighting Arabs
and that wes the grestest trezgedy of all. It's too bad that
happened. I was reading this afternoon the exchange of letters
that took place between Dr. Haim Weizmann and the Emir Feisal, who
was the Arsb leader Befcre this part of. the world was divided up.
There were not countries 1ike Syria,.lebanon, Iraq. It was the
Arab Emirate; it was successor to the' Turkish Ottomen Empire. And
Dr. Weizmenn and Emir Feisal exchanged letters - in beautiful,
elegant French, written in Paris at the conclusion of the peace trea-
ties after World War I in 1919 - in which they talked zbout how they
looked forward to living with each other in peace and how neither
would do anything to hurt or jeopardize the rights of the others.

It didn't turn out that way.

It turned out that hatred and passion conquered good sense and logic.
And now, today, after =2 half a2 century of history, what you've got

is g situation where 14 Lrab states exist in this region where there
was only one before, the Turkish Empire. 14 independent Arab states.
One Jewish state. ©Population in the 14 Arab states is well over a
hundred million people. Population in the Jewish state - three
million, including Arsbs. And an apparently implacable war for a
quarter of a century in the past and maybe a quarter of a century

in the future.

That's a human tragedy, that's a fiscal tragedy, that's a waste and



_3..
that's got to be repaired. And we firmly believe, with a great deal
of optimism, that we will live long enough to see it repaired. There
are those who say that we'll never make it. We'll get wiped out
before peace comes under the repeated attacks coming out of the Arab
world and the repeated financial burden of living in a situation where
we're throwing 30% of our GNP into the war. In the United States,
at the height of the Vietnam expenditures, they were spending 9+-10%
of the GNP, In the United States, during World War II, with all
that fantastic expcnditure of money, they weren't spending 20% of
their GNP on war. And we're élready in for 30% and it's climbing.
We're no miracle people; we can't keep this up forever. Lnd there
are some who think that we'll go down, either in military defeat or
in financial bankruptcy, before peace is reached. We don't think
so. If Jews are one thing 2t all they're fantastic optimists. I
think it's one of the ways that's kept us alive. It's one of the
secrets of our survival. No mattES’hﬁV bad things appear to be,
we 31mply don't crumbtle, we den't give in, there's no loss of nerve,
there's no loss of will power. = We hold very stromgly, very firmly,
and we believe that we can work our way through with logic and
intelligence and application of techni knowhow and good strength.
We can work our way through to a solutlon. We think the same way
here also. We think we will see pesce before we see military defeat
or financial defeat, ' That'® baséd upon a _cool assessment of the
assets and the liabilities.

On the liability side, I don't have to fell you. On the asset side,
I would simply like to reminé you that ‘the three million citizens of
this country heve'no treaty with any country on the face of this
eaxrth. Isracl has no contractual agreement with any country on the
face of this earth, mot a member of Nato, not a member of any favored
nation clause, not a member of the Common Market, not tied to the
United States, its best friend, by amy contractual relationship at all.
It's a fantastic situation dsn't it.  \£11 we've got ere good friends
whom we have to depend upon when the going goes tough. And they
come through at a time when we n€ed it and without being obligated

to do so. And, boy, isn't that the best kind of relationships.

We have nc allies - this doesn't frighten us. There are democratic-
loving people in the world outside aznd there are some few million
Jews in the world outside. Those are our allies, our assets.

The problems: war, continucus, unending. The United Stetes has
about given up its effort to try toc convince Egypt to make a partial
settlement on the Canal. Now everybody says: let's wait until the
President comes back from Moscow. But I think that's the wrong way.
I think the President has got to go to Moscow with an idez in his
head a2nd sell it toc them. And I think they'll buy it. And I think
it's pretty clear what he ocught to try to sell them. We can talk
ebout that some more when everybody's not too tired, because that's

a very deep and intricate argument. And it's something that we
should all leamn and dissect and analyze in the next couple of days -
what could the United States do to try to reduce tensions. Well,
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I think Nixon can do 2 lot on that trip end I think he wants to.
But basically speaking, Bgypt isn't going to settle for a partial
settlement cn the Canal no matter what offered to her. And we've
offered her a2 lot of bait. We've offered her that we'll pull back
from the Canal. And we've offered her that we'll let her dredge
it, and re-cement it, and clean it up, and open it up fcr traffic -~
that's 300 million dollars worth of tolls a year - and she can have
it. We'ye offered toc the Russizns what is obvious to them - if
the Canzl is open, they can rungtheir fleet right down to India.
And that's where they want tc be., So there are lots of advantages
to their side to get the Canal opened They are mnot taking the
bait, which means that their stubbormness is getting in the way of
their logic. 4nd I think that that's what Mr. Nixon has to try

to convince the Russians - for thewgﬁaaians to persunde the Egyptians
to take the bait. Bacanae if they'll open the Canal and reduce
tension on the Canai ‘that might E?dﬁﬁk beginning of a settlement
of the whole thing. . ’

I would jus® Iike'fo add one aenf,_“’“ﬁbcux the attitude of the
av eTy ‘terrible fights and
arguments with them, as you dco w;th any elose friend., Ycu see, if
you have a superfieial relationshi body says anything impolite
to anybody else - how dosyom ¢o, h;'.are you, would you have a
coffee, would you have a scotch. = You know, when twc people
talk to each other like that, they. ft ¥now each other very well
end they are not really coming to grips with each other. And when
two people sit down at the table an@:hm@mer and slug anéd argue - Mr.
Rogers got his head bashed in theé Iast time he came here and the
last time Mrs. Meir went there, she got a kiss from the President -

that's how friends’ have to acts o

Basically, down deep, underneath, we had Ead misunderstandings last
year, because the Americans ‘were irying te muscle Isrsel into pulling
back from the Cangl without“any reciprocal guarantees from the
Egyptians. Ind after = while Mr. Rogers realized that that was a
bankrupt policy. And afterwards Mr. Mitchell n~nd Mr. Nixcn and

Mr, Kissinger, I think among the three of them, created & different
policy. 4And I think Mr. Nizon's policy now is much more realistic.

By the way, having nothing to do with the Republicans, the Democrats,
or anything of the sort, people ask all the time: what is Mr. Nizon's
attitude towards Israel? I would simply say objectively without

any bias - I have no feelings in the matter one way or the other -
that of the 24 years of the existence of the State of Israel, during
which six American Presidents have been in office, Mr. Nixon's
helpfulness to Israel - which is a selfish way of locking at it I
suppose, but that's the way we look at it - has been the greatest of
any President. It's just a fact, and I think it's an important fact
for everybody to realize. He's just been very understanding of these
problems, no particular deep emotion. We're talking about emoticnal
attitude towards Isrsel - he hasn't got any emotionzl attitude towards
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Israel. He has a realistic attitude towards Israel. This is a
working democracy, the only one that exists in this part of the
world. This is anti-Russian, right down to the fingernails, the
only one that exists in this part of the werild. This is 2 country
devoted to growth and free enterprise and productivity and creativity,
the same values that the United States hes. I mean, there's just
such a deep harmony of interest between the United States and Israel
that when the President cf the United States sees it and understands
it, being the kind ¢f man he is, he acts on it to a greater degree
than previcus Presidents have who maybe also understood the same
things, buft just didn't act en it to the degree that he has. And
we thank him for it very much.

Mr. Strelitz: Rebbi, let me just ask you & guestion. I thought I
heard you make & comment about the admninistered territory, I believe
I heard you say that it's not Israeli tem ftury, the people are not
Israel's, you don't want the people and you don't want the territory.
Now, I'm curicus. What territory is it that you're talking about
and, specifically, do you apply a statement like thet to territory
west of the Jordan River?

Rabbi Friedman: The statement referred to what we call the West

Bank, all the territory on the west side of the Jordan River, except
the city cf Jerusalem. © . The only thing that's nct negotiable in the
whole territorial questiomiis the city of Jerusalenm. That‘s not
negotiable. Thet's mot going to be split up egain; we're going to
keep that. No sense h&ﬁ;ng that, no'sense trying to make any kind

of diplomacy. Jerusalen is no longer again going to be split. We're
not going to have East Berlin and West Berlin, nc sir, no more wall,
no more barbed wire, no more no-man's-land. It's one city; it's
got one united administration, the sewers are linked and the water

is linked and the teléphone is linked, and the electricity is linked
and the bus lines are linked. fnd from the administration point of
view, it's a unit. 4And the /73,000 Lrabs who live in the East side
are citizens, and that's it, and they vcte. They voted in the last
elections for Teddy Kolleck as the Mayor, and they're going to vete
in the next elections at the end of May. ind they are perfectly
free to travel across into Jordan, they are perfectly free to come
back, Jerusalem is cne city. Now, aside from Jerusalem, everything
else is negotiable.

S0, as far as the Geclan Heights are concerned, what's the crucial

issue there? The crucizl issue there is to keep the guns off the
crown. /ind by the crown we mean the edge of the cliff. You kmow

the topography. The Golan Heights are here, the settlements are down
here. It's like fish in a barrel - 1800 feet. Ncw, when they had
the guns at the top of the Hei:hts - pow, pow, pow, for 19 years - that
was intolerable. We pushed them back. From the top of the Golan
Heights, the edge of the cliff, it's 40 miles back to Damascus in
Syria. Now let's not kid ourselves. We cculd get dewn to Damascus,
down that rcad in two hours. We're just not interested in going there.
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There's no gain in it, no profit in it. ind they can have back
the territory on tcp of the Gelan Heights, the rear part of it
contiguous to Syrian territory. We just want the front part so
that the guns can't be brought up to the front. Keep the guns far
enough back sc they can't shoot down here. How far back? Take
the range c¢f their biggest guns, that's 2ll - 175 mm., 205s, if
they've gct any of the Russian 205s. That's the range they've got
te stay back. Behind that, they can have the Golan. What do we
care about it? Gclan negetiable, West bank negotisble, Sinai
Peninsula, negotiable.

Question: What does the average Israeli pay in taxes?

Rabbi Friedman: 48% of the GNP. S¢ then you got this thing of the
war going cn. . And then the other main thing you got is the Russian
immigration coming in. And that's in its own way 2 bigger miracle
even than being sble to keep on fichting and winning the wer. £ind
when I say a bigger miracle, yau're“gning tc see. Well, of course,
if ycu went to turn around and o right back to the 1irport now,

at 11.15, there's a plane lending from Vienna with 150 Russian
Jewish immigrants on board. You wenna gc see them? Now, some

of them prcbably ecame” out of Mogcow just this morning. £nd that
miracle I cell an even greater miraele than anything in the world.
Because they sct out of & pclice stzate where nobody is allowed ocut,
where the Government doesineot believe that any citizen has got the
right to 2pply to leave, to go some Pplace clse. It's a police
state. Nobody gets onw, except Jews..

Why do Jews get out? For two reasons. Because they got this
country to get ocut %o, and because they got” this country backing
them up in their fight, to get/ouf., And when T say 'fight to get
out' - did you ever hear of “anybody insthe Soviet Union going

into the Supreme Soviet Building in Moscow and conducting a 31t—
down strike right in the great hig marble lobby? And say: we're
striking here and we're not gcéing to deave this building until you
give us exit visas to leave to o to our hemeland. Ind we 211
have affidavits from relatives living in Israel who want us to come
anc¢ join them. ind they've scnt us these affidavits and we want
to leave and we want the humen right to live where we want to live.
And you can shcot us, you can send us to Siberia, you can torture
us, you can do whatever the hell you want, we are not leaving this
building till we get exit visas. [Lnd you got 250 million people
living in Russisa. Nobody ever did a thing lile that until a yeax
age, when Jews started deing things l1ike that. Aind the reason they
started deing things like that is because they are backed up in their
knowledge that, if they can get out, they can come here. And they
don't need any formelities and they don't need any permissions and
they don't need any examinatiocns, if a man can fight his way out
through the Russian Secret Police, the KGB. /ind that's where you
gc tc apply, by the way. I want you to understand how it works,
because this is the most important thing cf all. You got to walk
intc the secret police staticn, its called the OVIR, the office for
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granting visas. It's administered as a branch of the KGB. And you
walk in, and you look up at the desk sergeant sitting at the desk, and
you say: I want cut. And he says: you want out - where? And you
say: I want to leave this ccuntry; I want to go to my homeland.

Iné he says: You will go tc your heomeland, to a labor camp in Siberis,
goodbye boy. 4And we have Jews impriscned in Russia who not only
were turned down, who nct only did not get their exit visas to leave,
but who paid the price for even making the request. That's what
you gamble on; that's the risk you take, not that you might not get
out. Okay, so they say : alright, go heme, we're not going to let
you cut. 'Neg, no, you don't go home. You wind up in a Soviet labor
camp in Siberdia. . So it's all very well and gooé for people in the
United States to be having ralliaa~;iwhich you should dc - and signing
petitiocns - which you should do - about let my people go. But any
one of youl/who walks 4n%o a pclice station sné faces that! Now,
you're doing the right thing, keep on doing it. Keep on protesting,
keep on having the ralliés, keep on signing the petiticns. Nixon

is going to Moscow on May 27, whencver he's gcdng, with 2 list of

one million signaturee that have been gathered on Lpril 30th, which
is called National Sclidarity Day in the United States. For one
nillion people to have signed and sajd let my pecple go - that's
fine. 4nd, all “that Support“is what you have to give. But the

guy who's got to go face the KGB'sydesk sergeant does it in Kiev,

and in Odessa and 4n Mescow and 4n Vilna and in Riga. And he runs
the perscnal risk. ,If he finally can get out, he finally gets the
noney. Ve just Bllp him the'meney in away about which I den't

want to go intoc details.. But he's got to pay about 1000 rubles to
get out, and 1000 rubles is arcund 1300-1200 dollars, because the
dollar's been devalued. And just to show you ag a ccoparison what
that means, a deoctor in Russia €arns 150 rubles a menth; an engineer
eaxrns 160 rubles a month; an aatrggaut 5ets paid 170 rubles a month.
5S¢ who the hell's got 1000 rubles’ Trat's per person and if you

got four people in the femily, it's 4,000 rubles. You can't save

up 4,000 rubles in az communist ecdntfy, no way. Nobody's got that
kind of noney. So we have to get the ncney in to thenm. And he
gets it and he gets cut. [Lnd if he gets to Vienna, we pick him up,
bring him here. Now, if you don't want te go at 11.15 tonight to
see a plene, we have a plane coning in Wednesday morning at 5.15.

Sco if you'd like to get up at 3.30 and leave here about 4.30 and get
on out there, we can catch a plane ccming in Wednesday morning.
Russians, I don't kncw how many will be on board, 100, 200.

ind I want you to understand that the miracle of escape and risk is

a great thing that they're dcing. £And it's a great thing that the
people here are doing to tzke them in. Now, no peint in my going

on anymore, becsuse I think enough is encugh. 1I'@ like to do two
things. I would like to answer any questions that anybody would

like tc ask. And I'll éo that and then we can be polite. DBecause
if people want to stay and ask questions, ckay. If people are tired
and want to leave, ckay. PEut before we break up, there's a seconé
thing I'd like to ask you to do. I'd like to ask you to realize that
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all of the motivaticn in the world that we have here, all of the
pulling together that we have, all cf the emotional feeling that we
have, all has got t¢ be backed up in a wvery practiczl way.

You talked to the Governmcr about taxes. The tax rate in this

country is the highest in the entire civilized worlé, bar none.

You hit the 80% bracket on saleries that are running 300 or 400
dollars a month. That's how fast you get up to the top bracket.
There isn't any such thing as a 52% limit, nc such thing. The

taxes that are paid in the United States scem babyish compared to

the taxes which are paid by the citizens here. They're brutzl. The
kind of material support given by the citizens here is cne way that
this miracle keeps working.  fnd the second way that it keeps working
is by money that comes dn frem abreaﬂ#~ 4nd money comes in fron
abroad in twe ways: either the kind of money you give or the kind of
money we go out and borrow. We haven't got any compunctions at a2ll
about going %o Lloyds cof Londen and borreuing @ few hundred millicn
dollars. (The Bank of America in ‘rencisco. We always walk

in every few months - cen we havs.ﬁ undred million? Chase Manhattan,
which is the transfer agent of B@aﬁa.fbr the State of Israel, where we
keep a float going of 50-100 million &qllana on deposit all the time
to pay the ccupons and the interest on the bonds. We turn around

and say: will you loan us 100 cxr 200. e borrow without the
slightest compunction. ;-

So the money that ccmes in from abroad.ia meney that you give or money
that we go out and borrow. - Aind I weuld like to suggest that you face
a certain reelity in the course of the neéxt three days. It would be
very helpful, it would be very meaningaul, it would make life here a
lot casier, if you all would help @8 by facing the reality which you
know perfectly well - that back in every city in America the campaigns
are on ncw. ind these of yocu who want te, tell us before you are
through here, befcre you leave on Friday florning, what you'd like your
contribution to be for 1972." Tt d@esn’'t make any difference whether
you tell us here or whether you tell it &t some meeting back in
Richnond. VWhat's the difference? £11 in one pct. It's one family.
Geography doesn't mean a damn thing. But if you say what you're going
to do here, maybe that encourages a lot of people. And maybe that
encourages a lot of people back hone. Sc I'd 1ike you to keep that in
nind as you go through the next twc, three days. If Leonard or
myself, or Norman, anybody, if anybedy turns around to somebody else
and says: hey, you got an idea you want to do anything about this?

If you feel like saying 'yes', say 'yes'; if you feel like saying 'no',
say "'no'. But it's not an unconscionable thing tc ask; it's a
legitimate thing to ask. Now, it would be a wonderful thing if before
you left on Friday morning we had everybedy on board, on a little

list which we put on the teletype right back to Richmond and Norfolk
and a few other places, and say 28 an example tc them what a great,
voluntaery thing this handful of folks did while they were here. dJust
think about it. It's got a ripple effect.
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Now, I would like toc thank you for coming. I haven't done that and
it's not an oversight. It's just that we just gct started plunging
right in, talking about big pclitical problems without being civil.
You made a big effort toc come, you tcok time out. It's going to be
tiring. You did it on a vcluntary, free-will basis. We are very,
very grateful, terribly grateful for it. Don't think we're not.

0f course, I won't bother tc say it again for the next three deys,
because we will reslly be moving fest ané we won't have time. But
don't think I don't mezn it. I really do. Thank you for coming.
Thank you for being willing toc listen. Thenk you for being willing
to understand. Thank you for trying hard to ccmprehend, in a short
tine, what this is all about. Afhank you in advance for what you're
going to dowgbout it. And let me just say that I will not be with
you tonorrow, at the Canal. I have ‘got obligations up in Jerusalen.
But I will be with you all day Wednesday, up in Jerusalem, and I'l1l
be with you Thursday, when we g£o morth. And I'11 see you off
Thursday night.  And we're still working cn Mr. Dayan, and we'll
try to get him for you late thffgj,ggmw; ocne ¥ He's got Sir

ilec Dougles-fcde coming in from Enzland. So that two, three top
guys are all tied up with him in the next two or three deays.

I said that if anybody had any que "Gna, I'a like to answer them.

Why don't we éo this.  Why con't we adjourn the meeting - I'1l do it
with Leonaerd's, without his permission,-in his absence. Lnd anybody
who would like to sStay, please fecl, free to do so. Ind we'll just
sit around, as much as you want, and answer some questicns. You've
come at a very creative and exciting time 1n the history of our
country. Russian planes are flying ov gad taking pictures of us.
Other planes zre flying overhezad bring Russizns to us. We're all
mixed up with what kind of planes h@ﬁworry about, shall we worry about
the Mig 23s or shall we worry about the 707s. , You've come at an
exciting time, you've ccme at a good time. < You've come at the
beginning of Spring, the flcweru&are in bloom. You look at the
poppies in the fields when you're d@riving around. And most of all,
when you are going through this whirlwind thing, try to lock at the
faces of the people, not just ‘the 1anﬂscape and not just buildings, and
not just listen with your ears t0 what we're zll going to be telking
to you about. Pry to use your eyes as much as your ears and try to
lock at the faces of the people, because they are going to tell you a
lot. ©So goodnight, except for the hardy gquestioners. Lnd have a
good day tomorrow and I'll see you the day after tomorrow.





