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«6. HG

- who ask for it and want it, and we think can benefit
from it but if we have learned how to cure malaryia or
typhail or yellow fever or anything of those nasy
mosquito diseases, and we can show something else how to
deo it, why shouldn't we,

Some people have said that we have an ultor%g; mtive

for this, that if we were sending good nice .4 peace
com*‘gooplo down to all the black eountries of Afrieca,
that we were doing it only to get their votes in the
United Natiomns, Well we sure get a lof of those don't we?

Never mind, Mr. President of Uganda can go off the deep
end and do what he does, it doesn't bother us. We think
we are on the right track and if we can s end nurses,
and farmers who can clean out the bush and young aruy
officers vho can train people in setting up a kibbutsz
anything, anything, we got carp ponds in Haiti, do you
think anybody likes a dietator, nobody likes a dictator,
but what's that got to do with it. The people are poor,
They bhave nothing to eat, If they come to ask us how

to grow fish, because fish is a high protein cheap food and
the people in Haiti can have a few more ealifories a day
- fine, that's our responsibility.

It's a very high sense of moral responsibility. It's
also kind of comical to think of all those people in
laiti eating gefilte fish, But, you know, that's it.
ihat's the way of the world. So I don't want to lay it
on toc thick or anything, that's not the point. I am
Just saying that we are driven from the days of the Bible
and the Propvhets and the whole social imperative, which
has propdelled us all the time. We are driven by this
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hurt you and all you can do is protect yourself against
them., That's one phase of it., Tpe other rhase is not
to have them on your immediate border, so that you

must always be in confliet with your immediate
neighbours. We don't want a conflict with Lebanon.
Lebanon stayed out of most of the war over most of the
quarter of a century. Vhen we had to go to make a raid
into Lebahon to destroy guerilla bases we have to be
careful as hell about Lebanese e¢ivilians, It's a very
complexf operation. We take casual ties., We take casualties,
because we vworry about Lebanese civil:ans, we'd rather
not invade Lebahon. We'd rather not go near Syria.

“e'd rather not ®ross the Jordamian Border. Now if they
are functioning in Gyormany or in Japan, in the Red Agymy,
or in Chile, if the Communist president of Chile wants
to give them refuge; 0.K, We are going to have to endure
them. They are not going to go out of business, out of
existence. And we'll have to endure them and fight against
them and defend against them as well zs we know how,.

But if we don't have them right around cur borders,

then our relations with our neighboring states can get
better.

That's what we are interested in.

Question
(inaudible)

Mr, Fricdman

No, you are about 20 years behind the times. I don't
mean to be sarcastic. It's mot - it's no longer so.
That's an old cliche that terrorism is bred out of the
frustration of the refugee camp people who feel that
they were badly done by in 1948 and now they are trying
to get badk their country through these means,
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go to the ecity of Amman - there's a large airport there.
He can get on an airplane. He can go to Huwait. lie
can go to work in the oilfields in Huwait. He can make
a fantastie salary. He can come back after a year
with a bundle., He can then take his two sons and take
them out of the little village, iamkexk a little village
in the West Bank, take them acrose the bridge, put

them on an airplane, send them to Cairo - he's got the
money to send them to the University of Caire or to

the University of Grenoble or the University of Geneva
or to U,C,L.4. and he does that and he can come back
home. He goes in and out, back and forth, to an

Arab technienlly ememy country completely free.

He cen then come frow his village of Jenin into Israel.

He ¢an go to Aman -« he ecan put 250 grams of plastic
explosive ir his pocket, come back across the bridge,

take a bus from Jenin down to Tel Aviv, take the

plastic, wrap it up in an envelope, throw it into the

men's reom, get on a bus and go to the nearest movie
theatre, the damm thing ®lows in the men's room and

he's free to go back and forth and you have got to

cateh bhim, He has total and complete freedom to \
move inside Israel and to move inside the Arab world |
and back and forth between both and some people think

we are absolutely crazy to have a policy which is

that permissive.

And you know vhose pam policy that is - the superhawk
Dayan and Dayan says we're not erazy at all. This is

the only human way to handie this problem. And I

think as time goes on, he's going to be proven to be

right and right, more and more right. And ultimately
what's going to happen is that in the absence of any formal
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Mr. H, Friedman (Pick-up from table conversation)

«+s Wwhen there is the slightest relaxation of tension you find all
kinds of things happening. The stevedores go on strike, the
doctors go on strike, the engineers go on strike, and then something
will happen, some episode like the Sabena airplane, or the Munich
murders or the letter bombs and the population solidifies and

morale will shoot way up.

I guess Israel lives on crises and achievements. The other
stimuli whlch exist in this society are much stronger than that.

achieved.

It's composed of recognition that Israel is an answer to Hitler -
what is the possible Jewish refutation to Hitler, if it's not the
existence of Israel.

Israel became a state three years after the end of World War II.

It was a dream, it was an effort, it was an aspiration. A lot of
people were involved in it. During all the years of Hitler's
killing of Jews, an impoténce was creatéd. in which there was no
reaction on the part of the Jewish peop&e. A third of the Jews
were killed and the remaining two-thirds were paralyzed including
the Jews in the United States. Impotent. I am using that word
in its deepest connotation. There is nothing worse than a feeling
of impotence.

I believe very simply this State was created because it had to be.
Had not the Jewish peOple created the State of TIsrael when they did,
the Jewish people would hzve dieds

Israel is the result of a creative impulse of the Jewish people to
re-establish its homeland. The Balfour 'Declaration was issued in
1917. Why wasn't the State created in 1921? In 1920? I'm
talking to you not about historical or factual reasons, I'm talking
to you about psychological things. The people of Israel got the
license in 1917. Why didn't they create this place until 19482
You can give me all the reasons you want about the objective factor
that stood in the way. Those same objective factors stood in the
way in 1948.

The British are not a mean people, they were just as confused as hell,
and as the British Empire was going down and down all during those
years, they were in a turmoil. They took' the wrong side. Their
understanding of keeping law and order meant: if you had Jews to
deal with and you have Arabs to deal with, and Arabs will be more
docile because they will accept you as a colonial power, and they
outnumbered the Jews and these darm Jews are troublesom and
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problematic and difficult, and your job here is the mandatory power
-~ you are only entrusted by the League of Nations to run a mandate
here; the ultimate future disposition of what was going to happen
is not for you to decide, becazuse you are just the representative
of the League of Nations, keeping law and order -- the best thing
to do is cooperate with the Arabs, and keep the Jews in their
place.

I don't think that you can call the British bad because they did
that. They are not bad people. They were mistaken and were
foolish. They made errors in judgement. They went out of here,
unfortunately, with their tail between their legs, and they
shouldn't have. They deserved better than that. But they went
through a bad period of their own because they were being thrown
out of India at the same time, don't forget that, and the British
Empire was diminighing in power and influencec.

So their judgement wasn't very good. But that's a side issue,
the British. The real issue is what impulse existed down deep
underneath to get this State of Israel. created. And one of the
impulses that existed was the historieal necessity to fight back
against Hitler and what he had tried to do to the Jewish people.
This was an act of life-creating. You ecan say, well 0.K., what
the hell! Why didn't it take place 50 years earlier or 50 years
later? My own pet personal thesis, which I think a historian 500
years from now is going to walidate, dis that the creation of Israel
took place when it did exactly when it did, as part of a reaction
against the defeat which Hitler had.

I'm saying that the Jewish people with its.desire to create it's
own State, coming out of religious, nationalistic and agricultural
motives, has been struggling along from 1917. Had no Hitler come
along, they might have continued struggling through the 1930's, and
the 1950's and the 1970's and the 1990's. It took something to
trigger it off. The Jewish reaction to Hitler was of such a
nature as to be a catalyst.

When you stand there aré you decide to throw the dice, you are
staking everything. When the Jews stood up in 1946, '47, '48
and said, We want a State: this is the moment that we are going
to have it, come what may. They were staking everything.

The U.N, didn't give Is:ael anything. Israel was created not
because of a vote in tha U.N. What happened was that the U,N.
passed a vote on the 29th November, 1947 and said, Fine. We believe
that the solution to the -)roblsm is cut the place up, cut it in
half, partition it, The Jews take one part, the Arabs take one
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part. Form yourself two separate states, and that's the way to
solve this dammn thing. And the Jews said, Fine, although they
didn't like the fact that they were getting the smaller area. The
Arabs said, No dice, we are going to fight. And they did. They
kept their word.

So what did the United Nations give to the State of Israel?
Nothing! It gave them a licence to fight. Now, in the fighting
of that war you could have lost just as well as won. _ When you
roll those dice and pardon the vulgarity of the expression, you
can crap out. You lose the dice. ° You're done. So, there are
very many people who said this is not the time to throw the dice,
this is not the time to gamble, we're not strong enough. It
took a tremendous amount of courage and guts and foresight and
willingness to gamble, and all of that was born out of the fact
that if you didn't do it, now, you mever know when you would get
another historic opportunity, even if you take the gzmble. You
didn't know how the gamble was going to come out. But you have
to take the gamble, or maybe you sit around and wait another 25
years, or another 100 years, who lknows? You've bocen praying for
this thing for two thousand years. Praying gets you nowhere.
You've got to decide to take some action,

Question

The first point that you made that the Holocaust was vital in
the creation of the State of Israel, but did I understand you
correctly when you say were it not for Israel, the Jewish people
would have died?

Mr, Friedman

Yes I did say that, but what.l meant was that were it not for the
fact that the Jewish people entered into a creative phase of its
national existence, and sttempted to come out of the death period
of Hitler and enter into the life period of creating this State,
were it not for that life seeking effort, I believe that in another
50 years, 100 years, the Jewish people would have died. The one
third were dead, were dead physically. The two-thirds who were
still alive physically, I think, would have died spiritually,
psychologically, emotionally.

What has kept the Jewish people alive throughout all the years?

They are the most unique phenomenon on the face of the earth. They
really are. I can really understand why nobody understands them.

I can really understand why a lot of people hate them. The Jews are
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the hardest thing in the world to fathon. And we have to go into
history and to try and dig that out.

Question
I don't think that people don't understand Jews. I understand them.

Mr. Friedman

Well you are queer! What can I say to you. Understand in the
terms of understanding facts and curwant events sure, even under-
stand sympathetically. O.K. I an tal - really in a Toynbee
manner, in these big broad historic sweepa. How does a people live,
how does = people die? Toynbee calls the Jews "The dead fossil

of ancient Syriac civilization". | I think he worked on that phrase
maybe 24 years. I think he's wroﬂg_about it.

Question
Do you admire Toynbee?

Mr, Friedman

No. I think he's wrong. I think a8 2 historian he's wrong. Anyhow,
let's try to explain what I mean. Maybe we're getting in too
deeply. There is a life instinet which the Jewish people has

which has kept it alive iIn the faece of 211 opposition. It's a very
stubborn people; it has 2 sense of destiny. It's got a sense of
purposiveness about its existence. It has an attitude towards
itself that is unigue. Should that disappear it would quickly

give up the ghost, and in 50 yedrs or a 100-years the thrust which
it bas maintained to keep dtself intaet and integral, would diminish;
if that thrust would diminish, this peaple s existence would
diminish and slowly it would assﬁmilate itself into the majority
population in which it lives.

(Inaudible comment from the floor about first class government)

Mr, Friedman

We are talking about before they established this government. Had
they not made this thrust to establish, to re-eetablish a national
identity, what would have happened to them after Hitler dealt them
the blow he did? I think they would have crumbled.

Question

What if he had not dezlt -;hem the blow? /
5 - w



Mr, Friedman

I am not sure that the State of Israel would have come into existence
in 1948. Maybe it would heve come into existence in 1968, or '78.
It could have be=n.

Look, you have to understand the Jews in very very long historic terms.
0.K. The religious Jews prayed for two thousand years that Jerusalem
should be rebuilt, and that the State should be rebuilt, and that the
Messizh should come, and we should have again King David as we once
had, and they pray and pray and pray. But you don't get a State by
that. By prayer. You got to do either some political action, or
some military action has to' take place or Some internationzl action
has to takc place in order for >4 atate, a aevarelgn gtate in a

Question

Israel doesn't have & constitution?

Mr, Friedman

No, neither does England. England has gome since the Magna Carta

in the year 1200, it's almost 900 years now yithout a constitution.
Done rather well. There is a very interesting love-hate relationship
about England with this countrys Let me try to come back and make

a couple of basic comments that T wanted to make.  We plunged, by

the way, into the very deepest philesophical and 'metaphysical gquestion
of all, right at the beginning. The question of life and death

and the meaning of it znd existence.

Question

Under Hitler one third of the world's Jewish population was killed.
Two-thirds died spiritually -

Mr. Friedman

- Would have, might have, could have. I said they were impotent. Yes.
There were 18 million Jews living in the world in 1939, it seems like
sometimes more than that. You know, let's put certzin other facts

on the table, and this is what I would like to begin with. I would
like to make it clear to you, that the Jewish people is a2 people of

no quantity whatsoever, and the State of Israel is a state of no
quantity whatsoever.

The way Jews pop up on the front page of the newspapers and the way the
State of Israel pops up on the front page of the newspapers, one would
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think that there Israel was as big as some great Buropean state. We
got 8,000 square miles of pre-1967 territory here, and three times
as much as that of post-1967 territory whose future hasn't been
decided. 8,000 square miles is about the size of New Jersey or
Rhode Island.

There are living in the world today 13 million Jews. There's been
a little tiny come-back since Hitler. 18 million then, 40 years
ago, minus 6 would have left us with 12, but there's been a little
tiny growth, not much, up to 13 million. Now that's significent
because what's happened to the population of the whole world in

the last 30 years? You got 13 milllon Jews on the face of this
planet today, which has got 3% bllla.m'people swarnming all over it.
By the end of this century you are going to have 6 billion people
swarming all over this planet and they'll still be 13 million Jews.
We have roughly speaking zero popul:.-on growth. Zero.

Now what is 13 million people out of Ei*billion? There is something
altogether distorted and cockeyed and crazy about this whole business
of Jews end Judaism and IsSrael, because all we are is like point

zero zero zero something, of the population of this world.

U‘

(inaudible comment from the floor)

Forget the Arabs for & mimute - if ydﬁ‘want t0 go from Morocco on
the Atlantic to Pakistan on the Indian Oeean, there are a hundred
million, and we got 2% million Jews liwing in this country. By the
end of this century we'll have five million and six million. We
will. But those figures are 2bsurd ins their juxtaposition because
by the end of this century they will bs 300 million Arabs, not a
hundred million.

(inaudible comment fron the floor) sss Jewish influence on the world
today is equivalent to its population isia little bit like saying
Nixon was only one candidate for the.White House.

Mr, Friedman

I'm saying that sometimes I wonder why it is that a people of 13
million of whom 24 or 3 million are concentrated in one state and
the rest is scattered in other states, why they seem to make such
a constant and huge and steady impact on the news of the world and
the influence in the world, and the effect on the world? 1It's an
absolute crazy phenomenon. Why? And sometimes instead of being
on page one of the newspaper we would like to be on page 64 of the
newspaper, or maybe not on page nothing of the newspaper. That
would be a lovely quiet peaceful way for a change.

IT osee
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That would mean that the woz 1 would be paying as much attention to
us as they should, to ony other group of 13 million people.

Question

No one harrasses Israecl except the Arabs?
Mr, Friedman

It's not a question of harrassment. It's not that we're complaining
about. We are complaining about being so much in the spotlight all
the time. We understand why. We would like to be 2 nice quiet
normal country, how many times does Finland come up on the front
page of the newspaper. Lamn seldom. We'd love to be in that
position. '

And somehow or other we're not. Now, the other aspect; there are
many reasons why we are not. We understend it. It's just a dream
that one day we shall like to be quiet and peaceful and normal and
ignored. To say that we'are not a peoyla.af any guantity must
also then be said that we are apparently a people of quality. You
have no quantity of anything in this country, we haven't got any
quentity of raw materials, you have no quantity of iron, nor coal,
nor steel nor oil nor gold nor diamonds.. Nothing. The only thing
you've got quantity of is rocks. A lot of rocks, but no water.
What you do have in this country is elimnous.quallty. You have
the gquality of a people that dreams a great deal. You have the
quality of a people that wWworks by idealism. You have the quality
of a people that flies in ‘the face of 2 lot .of reality and does
things which apparently uo sage normal paopip would do.

Take this whole question of immigration. Why would a normal sane
people of the size and poverty of this country keep its doors open,
wide open, taking in every ‘year scores of thousands of people,
with no health examinations, are you deafy, do you have one leg,

two legs, can you read, can you write,.we'have a guarter of a
million illiterate people in thie country. We took them in. It
didn't make any difference.

Why should a people try to exercise that kind of bravado, if it
weren't operating on the basis of enormous idealism. The idealism
is part of a quality of this country. This country is one of the
tiniest countries in the world, in size, in population, in capital,
in raw materinls, and every other way. Yet what this country tries
to do is some of the most remarkable things in the world. England
is having a hell of a mental problem with herself right now, 50
million people live in the United Kingdom, and there are a few
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thousand people coming from Asiza who have British passports, not even
stateless people, they are coming out of Uganda because some idiot
went fascist down there, or whatever happened to him, I don't know,
but -

Question

He proposed to an Asian woman and was turned down.

Mr, Friedman

I don't know what he did. But he comes out and he says that Hitler
was right, and he not only says that but he does it, and he throws
all the Asiang out of his country.

Now, about some, I don't know, about 40 or 50,000 of them hold British
pessports, they are actually British %ubjaets, well how can the British
Government spend five minutes arguing aheut whether to take those
people in or not.

4"'
But they spend more than five minutes--thay ‘spend months arguing
about whether to take in those poor people and now finally the British
Government has said they will take in anybody and honor =nybody holding
a British passport. Well, my Gody forgus #o sit here and look at
2 nation of 50 million people W1th.on1y 50,000 refugees, when to us
50,000 refugees is a yearly digestion. ﬂg take in that number every
year, and have to digeet thenm. 5

Now, that is part of the emormous basic, underlying idealist in this
country, and that bv the wAy.is a muchistronger stimulus towards
national survival than the external stimulus of having to fight an
enemy. Having to fight an enemy does solidify people. But once

the enemy disappears, which we hope. and pray it will some day, this
internal stimulus will! still exist. I want to try and get it into
your heads right at the beginning the faet that you have to look at
this thing as an exercise in enormous nationel idealism which manifests
itself in many many ways. '

The willingness to endure the war, the kids who go into the army
without griping. You don't have rebellions, you don't have students
protesting, every kid comes to 18 he goes and no arguments. And when
you do have a kid who doesn't go, we had one here last year by the
name of Giora Neumann, one kid, one kid who wouldn't go. It became

a matter of absolute national phenomenon in fact and Giora Neumann

got more space than Golda Meir got. Ewery time he opened his mouth.
He was sentenced to 8 months in prison for his statement that he would
not serve in an army which he considered to be an army of occupation.
He is very left-wing. So his objection was that this was an army
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of occupation, occupying territory it has no right to and therefore

he wouldn't serve in that army. He was tried and found guilty. He
served 8 months in pr-son. He has just come out of prison and has
gone into the army, and he will be put into the medical corps, which
is where he asked to be put. And that's that.

When you take a look 2t what happens to the youth in this country who
are willing to undergo this constant war and it takes three years of
their lives because they believe they are fighting for their own
survival. You take a look at the attitude towards taking in
immigration. You take a look at the attitude towards taxes. The
taxes in this country are the highest in the world. A flat statenent
bar none. We are talking per capite dn proportion to the income

and the GNP and so on. . People here are taxed the h;ghest in the
world and you don't h&vg any tax rebellion, you don't have any untoward
or difficult rroblems of the Governmsnﬁ‘collecting those taxes. You
take a look at all the things in ordlnaﬁy'slmgle daily life, I am
taking simple exemples. To indicaie that people in this country
operate with an enormous belief in the country, there is no question
here about what are our national goals. There is no lack of purpose
here. There is no confusion 28 to where are we going. Every once
in a while you see an essay in _ifc Magazine, what are the national
goals of the United States. It is terrible that these questions have
to be asked. Those questions weren't ‘2skéd about the United States
when I was growing up @s a kid, I remember wery clearly.

Now what I meant about ignore was, not dgnored by people in the world
and close ourselves off from the world. Nb. You are welcome to
come. We want people to eone and write gbout it and describe it,

sure. What T reon by fzmors iseverybody being fortured and
tormented by poor Isrzel. Yhai'sipoor Israel doing, or what's that
Goddarmed Israel doing, «©r why is there always a war out there, or

why is there always turmoil out vhere? Bverything is getting settled.
Detente with Russia, datemte with Ching, détente between North Vietnam
and South Vietnam, all the problems in the world, Pakistan, India,
almost every national or internatiﬂnél conflict in the world is getting
settled or on the road towards being settled. But your Middle East
conflict remains as the one apparently insocluble confliet in the

world, and now, after the American election is over, and on the eve

of the Russian visit to the United States, Mr. Brezhnev and Mr. Nixon
are going to get together and they are trying to find 2 solution to
the Middle East problem, because it's the last remsaining, outstanding
problem in the world, with the potentiality of blowing up into war
again.

Question

Do you want them %o settle your projlems for you?
JEO osl
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Mr, Friedman

No, absolutely not. Thank you no. We'll settle them ourselves.

We would like to settle it ourselves, what we mean is - you know it's
such a tough thing, we know why we are on the front page of newspapers
all the time, but we wish we weren't.

Question

While we are on that subject I would like to ask a question on the
general subject of Brezhnev - we feel I think, many of us in the
United States, that Russia is meking an increased impact in the
Middle East (inaudible)

Mr, Friedman

With which result? ' That Russia had mini: influence and
America had greater influence. I don't think *tha:h Russimn influence
in the Middle East has diminished at all. I think when the President
of Egypt threw Russia out in July all she did was shift base and
move up to Syria. I think now she's shipping stuff back in there
again only five months later. Personnel, manpower and equipment
once again, so that I don'#t see Russian influence in the Middle East
diminishing. I don't see the Russian fieetfdisappearing out of the
Red Sea or the Indian Ocean. I don't See the Russian fleet dis-
appearing from the Mediterramean Ocean. I don't see the Russians
diminishing the challenge they represent to the Americans. I just
don't see any dimming diminution of Russian strength or influence.

Remark
I don't see you off the front page €ither.

Mr, Friedman

0.K. so there we are, So what we want to do is go on every day
trying as best we can to do the business for which this country was
created. The business for which this country was created is not to
fight wars, although we fought three, and three wars is not really
any way to describe what happened here. I would recommend that you
think of it this way. The wars, plural, the wars of the Jews, I
am paraphrasing a book that was written in the days of the Romans by
a historian by the name of Flavius Josephus, who wrote a book called
"The War of the Jews". 0.K, we lost. Something funny happened to
Rome, I don't know where tThey are, we are still around. And we are
back in some more wars. Again for our existence and survival.
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We have a house in a place called Caesarea up the coast named after
Julius Caesar. It was built in his honor by King Herod, and when we
went to dig the foundation for our house we found a2 big Roman
sarcophagus, a coffin, and we stopped to think of that Roman general
of the tenth legion who lived there on that spot and now I'm living

on that spot. He came there, brought that 10th Legion there and went
from Caesarea on foot up to Jerusalem, sacked the city and destroyed
it. Now a couple of thousands of years later we are back. It's
kind of a constant historic circle on this thing, and he's not back.
The Italy of today is not the Rome of yesteryear.

Now, we are fighting these wars, we are going to have to continue to
fight these wars. We are nowhere near peace, there 48 no sign of it,
there is no indication of it, there is not the slightest shred of

clue that anybody in the Arab world is talking or th: of peace,
with the possible exception of Hussein in Jorden and his position is
pretty clearly well known to us. He is not going to be number one and
that's .11 there is to it.

(Comment from floor)

In 1967 there was a war here, and the Jews of America reacted very
3trongly and we created something called the Israel Emergency Fund.

I was the chief execufidve ‘officer of the whole United Jewish Appeal,
for the whole United States and I _seid that the policy has to be laid
down that for 1968 we maintain this Isracl Emergency Fund. The Arab
States had 2 meeting in Khartoum on September 1, 1967, and they said,
no peace, no recognition, no negotiations.

I said we keep the Israel Emergency Fund going for 1968, so this war
isn't over. This was & six day battle. To cut 2 long story short,
the Israel Emergency Fund of 19724 five years later, is still going on
and raising more money than 1967.

Inzudible comment from the flooTs.

I am not the kind of man who dueks guestions, I just don't kmow. I
think Mr. Nixon knows and Mr. Brezhnev knows, the one thing which these
contributions represent, besides money what they represent is obviously
a tremendous bulk of solid support on the part of Jews on the outside,
plus lots of non-Jews, let's not forget that, who zctually come in
with financial contributions. Since you mentioned political support,
look what Jackson did now. So that what you've got is what Nixon
knows and Brezhnev kncws.

Inaudible comment from the floor.
If you ask me to give my opinion I suppose I have to say yes, I think
/12 - "0
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politicians are impressed by power. I think when they sec manifesta-
tions and displays of power and this is one,that they have to be
impressed by it.

Commen

You said we are nowhere near peace in the Middle Bast. You have no
sign of it here. Number twc, you are stronger militarily than Egypt -
than the Arab countries are. Number three, the United States and

the Soviet Union scem determined, however, warily, to get along in the
near future. What does that mean to, you in terms of Israeli-Arab
conflict in the years ahead.

Mr, Friedman

It means to me a very simple thing. I think that the United States
end Russia have an absolute strong detarﬁinatioa to get along, and

I hope to God they dc and I hope they @re not drawn into any conflict
because of the conflict that exists hara» I hope they can manage to
stay above that.,

And, therefore, I think the conflict here will go on, and go on, until
one thing occurs. This war is not 2 quastlan of war over territory.
It's not a question of war over money, not a question of war over
national honor or dignity. © It's a war over conflicting religions.
Take all the things that wars are fought.over.  All the basic
reasons. Try to find out what is this war being fought about,

This war is being fought over a very sxm le thing. The Jewish people
has re-established the national entity dn this part of the world.
Occupying 8,000 sguare miles., The Arﬂb people who have 18 states,
not one, and a hundred miliion people and God knows how many hundred
million miles, aren't willing to agree to the existence of one

Jewish state. Just not willing t5. Their arguments are their
arguments; if you don't know what they are, I'll tell them to you.

Their arguments are, we are very sorry that the Jews had a hard time
under Hitler, but what's that got to do with us. We are very sorry
that the Jews feel that they want to have a national homeland, but

why not have it down in Uganda, which is what the British offered them
in 1903? Why do they have to come here? They are out of place
here. They don't belong here. They are an alien factor in this
part of the world. This part of the world is Arab territory, and
they don't belong here.

Peace will come in this area as soon as the Arabs acknowledge the
existence of the State of Israel. They don't have to love us. I
am not even sure they have to recognize us. They don't have to
change ambassadors with us. They dy't have to do anything. But
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the only thing they do have to do is stop saying that they are going
to try and push us into the sea. Which is a poetic way of saying
that they simply don't agree to our existence.

I agree and I think 25 years from now they'll still be unwilling

to accept the situation. Whether they will ever change ambassadors
or not, my answer is no, as simple as that. And that's not an answer
that gives any feeling of desperation. I don't look very desperate,
do I? I am just saying quite simply and factually the little bit
that I know about the Arab mentalitys. They take & lesson and they
still believe this, out of the Crusades. Their war against the
Christians. Now what they say is very simple. In the 11lth and 12th
century there were eight crusades to this country. I don't lmow

how many Popes in Rome put the power of the Church behind it. King

of England and France and G2ul and It=ly and Germany and Austria and
Venice and Lombardy sending Crusades after Crusades over here. It
only took 200 years to knock them out of the box, and back to Burope
where they belongeda

Now, these Jews, we've only been fighting these Jews 25 years, 35
years, 50 years., Why should we make peace with them. This is

how they teach in the Arab universities. - This-is the moral they
draw out of the Crusades. They say Christianity is 2 foreign
element in the Middle East.  This was &n éffort on the part of
great empires for politieal or economic reasons, or the Church for
religious reasons, to try %o build the Christdan Empire in the

Holy Lend. We had to fight them with everything we had, and we did
successfully. They had better horses, they had better armour, they
had better enginecring, they built bigger vessels.

Inaudible comment.

No, he's talking to me, he was asking me'dhoﬁt what's in the Arab
mind., This is what's in the Arab mind. They are 2 very, very long
way from feeling that they are undér any compulsion whatsoever.

Look, you are going to get a press relsase in the next couple of
days about Kuwait. I think there are 11 or 12 Arzb states mecting
down there now. They started yesterday, down in Kuwait. Foreign
Ministers and Defense Ministers of 12 Arab states. 12 out of 18.
They are going to meet there in one or two days, by tomorrow or the
next day they will issue their press relecase, Read it.

They are going to be saying what they are going to be doing now.
They'll issue a press release about what they are going to do to
intensify the war against Israel. So 0.K. 4nd you know, we could
almost write the press release for them. It's just going to be a
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lot - very easy to anticipate their reaction. So we have to go
along, not living under any kiné of inferiority complex, and not
getting all neurotic sbout it. We got to go a2long doing our
business, and I want to make it perfectly clear that you should
understand our business. We didn't found this State to make wars.
Although we've learnt how to do that again and do it well, and we'll
continue to do it as long as we have to. But that's not the reason
for which this state was created.

To come back to what I said at the beginning, this place was created
in order that there should be & home on the face of this earth where
Jews who get into trouble or haven't a place to go to. If this
place had been in existence when Hitler started there wouldn't have
been six million dead Jews. There would have been one hell of a
lot less dead Jews.

Now this is the one point on which we are abseolutely fanatical,
So the reason %hat this country was brought into existence was to
try to create 2 hoven and 2 homelend and security for Jews who needed it.

0.K. well that's our business, So we go on avery day doing that. So
in the face of their threat of war, we say 0.K. let's take in 50,000
more Jews next year, .or 70,000 more Jews next year, and how do you
figure out the housing, and how do we tell the Israeli-born young
couples that they can't get, the house,that we are going to give it
instead to the new lmmigraﬁt coming out of Russia. You reallze,

we are living on dynamite here with some of the policies that we've
got, and are getting cway with them.

Question
We hod srab lecturers (inaudible)

Mr, Friedman

In their minds are these things walid. I'm not sure I want to use
the world valid. I would use rational. I really believe it when
they say that they are not anti-Jewish. I think they are as confused
28 hell. When they say they are not amti-Jewish, they are only anti-
Zionist, well that's really ridiculous sementics. They are against
the establishment of an independent state. They are not a2gainst
individual Jews. They say we are not anti-semitic ageinst you Jews,
we are semites zalso. So how can we be anti-semites. We just don't
think that you should have created a political entity, however much
you think you n~eded it, for the security of your homeless Jews.

We don't think you should have created it and caused homelessness for
some Arab refugees. Therefore this Arab refugee thing is going to

be a blood feud with us, 2nd we are never going to be satisfied till
it's resolved. /15
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Now, the fact of the matter is, =mot the psychology of the matter,
that you will find it hard put today to see where this Arab refugee
problem really exists, except down in the Gaza Strip where we are
trying as hard as we know to break it up, and where we have z2bout
half the people out of the camps by now, thank God. If we have

our way, we'll get them all out of the camps. There isn't any need
to have any refugee problem anymore in this part of the world.

In the West Bank where 650,000 Arabs live, which we've only had for

the past five years, and where there were once lots and lots of

refugee camps dround Jericho, Shechem and Ramallzh, they don't exist
anymore . All those people are now work Why are those people

now working, because the facts of life have overtaken ancient

political slogans. A guy isn't a refugae\whan he has &2 full-time

job and is sending his kid to school and is buying himself = television
set.

The refugee problem is just evaporating right under their noses.
And will continue to do so. There may be no political solution for
25 years, but there is a de facto solution occurring every single day.

There is another reason. 21l80. They know perfectly well that if they
want to form the State of Palestine, which they had a chance to do

in 1947, '48 =2nd didn't, they can do it again today if they want. We
have given up the optiom to the name, they can have it. We have

no intention of annexing the territory, the West Bank territory. They
are living there. If they want to turn that territory into a state,
let them come forward with & proposal, ¥ou want.to know the truth
of the matter, and this is not for publieation at 211, but just for
your background understanding, they just had municipal elections in
the West Bank. Free municipal elections. Some of the old mayors
they elected, some they threw out and they eleeted new ones. There
is some feeling in the West Bank that they ought to create their

own federazl government. They have come Torward now with a proposzl
to create their own university in the West Bank. We've told them yes.
We lmow why they come to ask us. They want the budget. We'll pay
for it., They want their own university in the West Bank., If they
want their own municipal elections, they even want to go and create
their own national or federal govermment, 650,000 Arabs. How many
Jews do you think created the State of Israel in 19487 Exactly
650,000. So it's not an insignificant number. It's 2ll we had when
we started.

They therefore can have all that and they know it. So it's no longer
the burning issue that some Arab politicians would make of it. There
was once a time when some misguided protestant ministers used to make
an issue out of it. But that's 211 passed out now. If you read the
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Christian Century and other good journals today, that's all gone.
And it all soon disappeared even from the mouths of these Arab
politicians.

Inaudible question

Sure it bodes well. You want to know something. Look I said before,
do you see a desperate man here? No. The future here as 1 see,
this is my own personal opinion, goes like this. No peace, more
war, and you can mark that down. < No peace, more war, more fighting,
more difficulties, war by any other form to me is still war. The
war of terrorism will develop and then they'll think of something
else. And within that framework what happens. Gradually,
gradually, the Arab problems get settled, both inside Isrzel and
around us. We continue to take in 211 immigrants who need a2 home,
and gradually, gradually the problem of Jewish homelessness or
persecution in the world gets settled. Gradually, gradually this
country develops, every year that we goi » on with no peace, but
60,000 more people coming in, from Russia, or wherever they come
from, Algeria, from France, from Iran. More schools get built, more
factories get built, more houses get built, more farms get built.
More roads get built. So- every year, the GNP goes up, the popula-
tion goes up, the cultural level goes up. We now have seven
universities, pretty soon we have eight, then we'll have nine, then
we'll have ten. No peace, and more fighting. You can say what
it's going to be like 25 years from now? 25 years from now, no
peace, but a country of five million people instead of 2% and a
country with a GNP several times larger than it is today, 2nd a
country with a culturel level much higher than it is today, and a
country with exports and imports much higher than they are today,

and a country which is made a swing into an dndustrial development,
away from agriculture.  We began as an agricultural country. I
give you one example. You know we are-skipping the automobile age
in this country. We don't manufacture cars, we're going to »
Banufacturéd airplanes. You gkip the zutomobile age. I mean in
terms of industrial development we assemble cars, thanks to Mr. Ford.
His attitude is excellent. And we will do that, but that's not a
major industrial development. We are manufacturing aircraft. So
what this country's going to be like in 25 years from now? We can't
possibly predict it. But these are the general lines along which
we are going to go.

Now, I think this is a very hopeful picture. It bodes well. Well,
you know, it could so easily be achieved. But what it takes is just
that click in the head, and it's got to come on the part of Egypt.
When I said before Hussein wouldn't be the number one, he can't be.
He remembers much too clearly what happens with his grandfather. His
grandfather's blood was splattered all over him. /17
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Let me make sure that you understand about Hussein because it's
important that you do. When that boy was eleven or 12 years old, he
was holding the hand of his grandfather right up here in Jerusalem
at the Bl Aksa Mosque in 1951, and his grandfather was shot by Arabs.
The old King Abdullah, by the Arabs who felt that he was too close

to meking peace with Israel.

And the blood flows all over the kid, and then a few years later the
kid's the king, and he's sitting on that throne and holding on and
any number of attempts were made to aasassinate him, He's lived
through them all, So he isn't going ‘%o be number one. Egypt hes
got to be.

When is the thing going to happen inside the Egyptian head? Is Sadat
more truculent than Nasser? We didn't expect Nasser to die of a
heart attack; we do expect Sadat to f£all off the horse before many
months are gone. He can't ride it thiS‘w e But that doesn't
matter, who the next guy will be. It absolutely doesn't matter.

The individual man is unimportant in ﬁhis.thing until a historic
process changes.

Ben Gurion had a dream in his head. Ben—Gu:ion believed that the
Egyptians would some day come to make ﬁéa You asked him when?
He used to say ten years from now, plus, mi nus. EBight or twslve
and we used to try to get him to define why does he say that. By
that time, he said, there will be a,miliion.people in Egypt wao will
be graduates of univer31ty. It's a nation of 36 million people.
There are 100,000 university graduates today. He says when there
get to be a million umiversity graduntcs, thére!ll be cnough
intelligent middle~class level in the country so they will realize
that peace is desirable for them too.

Question
Why do you think Sadat's going to fall off the horse?

Frie

Ask some of the guys in the Foreign Office. That would take a
long complicated political analysis. To put it in one sentence,
he hasn't got a policy, he doesn't know which way to go. He can
stay on the horse if he makea war against Israel. He doesn't feel
he's got the strength to do it, his students and the army want to
push him off the horse. If he has the nerve to make peace instead
of making war, he could also stay on the horse. He could stay on
the horse if he does one thing or the other. But he can't stay on
the horse sitting in the middle. /
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Inaudible question

Mr, Friedman

Where are you going to put all the people -~ that's the question of
Israeli expansionism. Let me tell you something very simple.
You'll hear a phrase in your days here called the Green Line, let
me explain to you what that is.

The Green Line is the phrase which refers to the 1967 territorial
lines of this country. I don't call them borders because they are
not borders. The borders of this country have never been fixed.

This country has no borders. This country is 25 years old and has

a series of armistice limes, eeaseflre linﬁb, withdrawal lines, call
them what you want, there are all kinc ' names, nobody's ever
agreed to the borders of this countzg, because we haven't got a peace
treaty with them.

So the Green Line is the 1967 line. It's different from the 1926
line, it's different from the 1948 line which was different from the
1947 line. Look at maps and see how these lines are all different.
The green line refers to the territo;x'in Israel held prior to the
'67 war, and when you hear the phrase across the green line that
refers to the territory we have held since the Six Day War. The
so-called administrative ferritories.

0.K. they've been annexed by Israel. @ There has been no legal step
to annexe or acquire them or incorporate them. They are just called
administered territories. That's a temporary - well, it's five and
a half years old now, pretty soon it' S going to get to be permanent,
status quo kind of thing.

Now inside the o0ld green line, not even talking =2bout the territories
since '67 are 8,000 sq. miles, 60% desert and 40% arable. So if
anybody ever said the question, where the hell are you going to put
all these Jews who are going to keep coming, and we keep saying, that
inside the old green line, let alone this new territory, we had

60% desert that could be developed and all you need to develop desert
are two things - power and water. Power and water are both going to
come out of atomic energy. Whether we're 10 years away from it or 15
years away or 20 years doesn't matter, that's the line of the future
obviously. S0 don't worry; when we talk about 5 million Jews or

6 million Jews or 7 million Jews, we don't have to jump the line.

We don't have to jump the Canal and take anything from Egypt or

jump the river and take from Jordun or jump the Litani and take from
Syria. We don't have to take any territory, no need. Where are we
going to put everybody - inside Israel's 8,000 sq. miles. Plenty of
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There was a genius of an American, a non-Jewish fellow by the name
of Walter Laudermilk who was a water and soil conservation expert
20 years ago. He wrote 2 basic plan - the Laudermilk plan. And
he sa2id - you have got zbsorptive capzcity in this country for
8-9 million people.

I'd 1like to sum it up by saying this. Try to have some fun as you
see the country; it shouldn't be altogether grim. Try to keep in
mind that what you're looking at is a huge social experiment in
operation. Try to judge it by the fact that up to now, with all
the stresses and all the strains on it, it's incredible constant
war that takes up 30% of the GNP, there is nothing comparable to
that, At the height of the Vietnam War in terms of American
experience, 10% of the GNP of the United States was chewed up in
the war, which was bad enough. Here 30% of the GNP goes year
after year grinding away steady, steady. Do you realize what that
would mean if that could be released into productive economic
enterprise in this country? With all that, this country has had
a growth in the GNP second only to Japan.  Japan has been the
first in the world and Israel's been second - 7-8-9% per year,

year after year after year that GNP keeps going up.

S0 you are looking at & social experiment that works. It works
because of the idealism of the people here who are willing to put
up with a lot and because of the support from the people outside.
And you have to look at it as a kind of @ unigue phenomenon which
it really is.

In spite of the fact that you're terribly tired, I'd like to m=ke
one last point. This country, as beleaguered as it is, still
finds the energy and the time and the resources and the mental
concern to have a foreign aid program to 22 .other countries in
Africa and Asia and Latin America. I think %hat's pert of the
Jewish ethic that comes down from the time) of the Bible and that
sounds melodramatic to talk like that in the 20th century, but it's
a fact. In his Foreign Ministry, you talk to Asher about this,
these zre the guys that have charge of the Israeli aid program.

I don't know what they call it. They got a typical bureaucratic
name for it, but they recruit and they mobilize hundreds and
hundreds of people to go abroad every year and do very simple things -
how to cure malaria in some African jungle and how to set up water
irrigation in some dry places and how to make a model of & kibbutz
in some back jungle village and how to grow gefilte fish in some
ponds in Haiti, I'm not kidding, it's really kind of weird to
think all those nice people in Haiti eating gefilte fish, but it's
a very cheap protein food and they got to eat and they're hungry
and if you can show them how to grow fish, that's a socially useful
thing to do. 3o this tiny beleaguered country with enough of its
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own problems still has an ethical imperative, that pushes it, to
try help somebody else.

Now that's not gilding the 1lily., What that is, is trying to describe
why this country works the way it does and how it works, If you
understand that this crazy country can take and divert 700 experts

or 1200 experts when every man is needed here, to send 1200 guys abroad,
I'11 tell you something, if we didn't do that, we wouldn't be the kind
of country we ares. So you have to undersiand it all as part of a
total package. A

There are lots of negatives here, you are going to see poverty. You

ought to see it and you ought to write about it. There's no sense in
sweeping that under the rug. There are things which we have failed
to do. The reasons arc also clear. It's because we never have
enought time and not enough manpower and not enough money. There

are shadows ag well =s lights and you are going to be free to see

the whole thing and write the whole thing as you want. I'd 1like to
make it perfectly clesr that thereis'a kind of 2 gentle military
censorship in this country. But you guys aren't going to be writing
anything that's going to be 4isqualified for that reason. There's no
other kind of censorship.  You write whbat yom want. You file what
you want. FPile it from here or write it when you go home. Please

be free, write it the way you see it and #he way you want and write
only what you believe and if you Write anything mabout the work of the
UJA, fine. If you don't, fine. Our work in “the field of immigration
and absorpti¢z and helping people, health and ‘welfare and all that
stuff, if there's a story in it, write. If there's no story in it,
don't write it. The important thing is that you do try to get across,
I would think, the answer to the question of what makes this country
tick. Because that's the mystery.’ If you can get that, then you'll
be getting something which your Teaders will really appreciate and
benefit from,

And for the rest of it, we just hcpe that you have a good time and if
Leon won't listen, and Asher won't listen, let me tell you that if you
really get wacked out and dead tired, then the only thing to do one
fine morning is organize a rebellion and say that you want to sleep
until 10 o'clock instead of getting out at six and you know what,
they'll surrender and you'll get 2 good morming's sleep. Goodnight.





