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August 29, 1947.

Mr. Jack Joslow,
ican Joint Distributing Committes,
Madison Avenue,

New York, New York.

Dear Jack:

I should like to bring to your attention the
avallability of Miss Fannie TFox, registered nurse, for
overseas work with the JDC. Miss Fox had sixteen years
experience in orthopedics in Kansas City under Dr. !rnnk
Dixon. During the war she joined the Army Nurse Cor
in which she served for over four years, recently be
discharged with the ramk of captain. Almost all of this
Army time was overseas--three years in Cairo and one
year in French West Africa.

Miss Fox is anxious to return overseas, this
time in any capacity which would enable her to help our
Jewish people. She speaks some Yiddish and some German;
has had group work experience in additiom to her nursing
;::ining, and is prepared to be stationed anywhere in

pe.

My own impression of her is a self-controlled
‘and capable person, and I imagine would have a sympa-
thetic approach to the DP's. She happened to be
travelling through Denver and was referred to me by
one of the members of my Congregation. I think it would
be definitely worth while for you to see her at your
earliest convenience in order to determine whether she
could fit in with the JDC overseas staff.

With fondest regards,

As ever,

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
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September 11, 1947

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman
Congregation Emanuel

E, 60th Avenue at Pearl St,
Denver 5, Colorado .

Dear Herb:

I have your letter concerning Miss Fannie Fox as well as a
letter from her, Bob Pilpel will write to Miss Fox of opportunities
for overseas employment, Thank you for calling her to our attention,
I am sure that serious consideration will be given to her application,
News from Germany is not too cheerful at the moment and there does not
seem to be much chance for improvement for the time being,

With kindest greetings for the New Year, I am

Sincerely yours,

MJIJT:PG acob Joslow
cutive Assistant

The Joint Distribution Committes receives its funds in the United States through the United Jewish Appeal. Outside
the United Stotes the Joint Distribution Committes hos the octive cooperation of the South Alfrican Jewish Wor Appeal;
United Jewish Refugee & Wor Reliel Agencies, Canoda; the Ceniral British Fund; the Juato de Aywda pro Victimos de
Guerra, Argenting; United Jewish Overseos Relle! Fund, Autralia; Comp j Maxi X B T
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Mr. Henry Levy ¥ g ooiobgi- 21', 1947

having all the most precious hopes realized evokse
a rioted calehmtian in Munich, Frankfurt and B
among other places

I have heard also Roumanian Jews are
most delighted and that many of them planned to
leave Roumania and go to Pslestine. I hope that
their situation will be teken into account--other-
wise the westward flow from Roumania will continue,
and the situation in Vienna, which is already
' prettr bad, with about ten or twelve thousand

an Jews bottled up in 'gm Rothachild Hoap:ltal,
w111 gat won WOrse.

another R
JDC, we can always
Sariously,

that I appreciate ver ch : -
detailed analysis umn sent’ hmg- wiieh I
:uu.’éd like to hav’i! :ut aa_orﬁnni you rﬁxa time
o 0. - ,,f

-

Q.-'
Give @t my"*basi regards, _
from both Elaine and myself, and always remember
this ome thing--that if M :-- wﬁ' anrth&pa you
ever need personally or Four work
difficult to obtaln through chanr
to feel that you ca; always wri .'
“and we will do ev
anything which n.‘lgh ‘be necessary. _That appliea
to any special delicacies mrself or any
materials necessary for your work in genersl.
I.Qt'a hear from you just as soon as possible
and we will try to keep up a mutuslly valuable
correspondence. -

Aa ever,

Rabbil Herbert A, Friedman
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October 22nd, 1947
Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman
Congregation Emanuel
East 16th Avenue at Pearl Street
Denver 5, Colorado

My dear Chaplain ? g

Unlike yourself I shall restrain from language of extreme vulgarity and shell
attempt to write to you in the digniﬂed mature style which is befitting when one ad-
resses himself to a member of the cloth., I trust that you will not in the future em-
barrass me with language of the type contained in your last, almost obscene missile.
After all, my dear Rabbi, some of us feel pretty keenly the need for maintaining & cool
head and a spirit of detachnent in these deys of reckless recrimination and irresponsi-
ble name-calling., That kind of thing is definitely cut.

I shall remain coolly aloof to most of the imsinuations cast upon my legal talents.
Although I have considered the matter somewhat, at the moment I decided not to press
libel proceedings--for the sake of unity emong Jews and for the sake of avoiding & scan-
dal which might involve an alleged religious leader, I gm not sure, however, that I
shall be sble to restrain myself inm the event that such ugly pronouncements pass my
secretary's and my eyes in the future.

Under all the circumstances, I believe that your "thirst for informstion" deserves

at this time no more than a few drops of water. Accordingly, I am happy to inform you
that the weather in the East has been beautiful--a reael Indisn Summer--snd that the

problems of Burope seem far away.

I shall consider giving you further "water" at such time as I receive a letter (at
first I slipped and said "litter"--make what you will of that), a letter which bears the
restraint and dignity which one should expect from & man in your positionm.

Please extend my best wishes to your dear wife, but only to her,

Respectfully yours,
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May 7th, 1948

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman
Temple Emanuel
Denver, Colorado

My dear and esteemed ex-Chaplain:

Yours of May Bth duly received. Yours of May 4th was duly forwarded.
It is now, I trust, in the hands of Mr. Arthur Greenleigh$, who (in case you
don't know it, and I don't see how anyone as fat and slothful as you would
know anything about anything) is now /_,ex_e‘mﬁx&"’di_rector of the United Service
for New Americans, -

The fact of the matter is that the JDC handles no immigration problem in
the U.S., not even where the problem is relzted to Jews who are still overseas.
All of the work in this eountry is handled by the USNA, and of course they are
completely au courant on problems such as the one outlined in your letter. I
am hopeful that you will bée hearing from them yery soon, or from a sub-office
of theirs, but in the event there is 10 early response,.let me know and I shall

be happy to follow up. Q =7

One of thege days, why don't you nm)r;af that ivory tower from around your—
self and come back Bast where people are’divime,. I suppose you have heard from
mad Mike Abramowitz, who incidentally passed through this office about a month
ago; I have not as yet succeeded in re-arranzing my clothes, papers on my desk,
and all the other things which were 'set . a—flutter on that occasion. Also, I

saw Phil Bernstein in Rochester last wee€kend and enjoyed it very mach. For

your information, he seemed to me to'be more militant and more determined than
ever on those major problems which have concerned us so much these last few years.

Everything else aside, it was zood to hear from you and I hope you may be

able to drop me a line again-—-without benefit of a prétext. Give my very best
to your lovely and charming wife. (My commiseration t00.)

&,‘

Eli Rock

Regards,

L-50M—2/48-A

The Joint Distributien C ittao Is funds in the United Sictes through the United Jewish Appea!, Outside
of the United Sictes, the Joint Distribotion Commitiee hes the oclive cocpersiion of the South African Jewish Appaal;
United Jewish Reliei 3»&“. Caonoda; Central British Fund; Organizacion Central de Ayuda, Argenting; Comiles Auxilier
do Joint, Brazily United lowish Overseor Relief Funds, Australia; Joint Reliel Commiites, Mexico; end others.
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WEST CENTHAL REGION
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AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE

REGIONAL OFFICE
Room 1503, 130 North Wells Street
Chicago 6, Illincis
ENDover 5973

Dear Friends

I thought that the enclosed material on the educational
and religious program of the JDC overseas would be of
special interest to you. In the multitudinous activi-
ties that the JDC has had to assume te recreate Jewish
life overseas, it has not overlooked these aspects,

which

it is encouraging for us to note, in the eyes of

the Displaced Persons, is as important as the means of
survival itself,

We will be glad to have any camen$s or suggestions
you have on.these reports.

NR/fb

6ncse

Sinc erelg yours,
Natben n:o:;;;aﬁ

Reglonal Representative
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Joint Distribution Commitiee ~—- West Centrzl Region -~ 130 N, Wells, Chicago
I« Ss Joseph, Chairman Nathan Rosenberg, Regional Representative

EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES IN THE U.S. ZONE
OF GERMANY DURING NOVEMBER 1547

EDUCATION AND CULTURE

The training courses for Kindergarten teachers in the Bamberg and Regensburg
Areas, and Berlin had to be postponed because of a previous arrangement with
JAFP according to which similar courses were to be held in Austria during Novem-
ber, The continuation of these courses for the U,S, Zone is, therefore,
scheduled for December, 1947.

The following figures (subject to adjustment) have been submitted regarding the
Jewish schools in the U,S, Zone: 76 schools; 9,597 children; and 759 teachers,

On November 9th, the first meeting of the school supervisors was held in Munich,
The agenda included discussion of the school regulations prepared by a special
committee of Supervisors (Regulations for teachers and school principals), It
was also decided to work out labor regulations for the school supervisors. The
duties of the school supervisors have been defined as follows:

1, To supervise the entire pedagogical activity of the schools

2. To give model lessons in schools

3. To discuss pedagogical difficulties and problems of methods with
the teachers,

i, To supervise the physical aspect of the schools, cleanliness of the
premises, as well as the behaviour and appearance of teachers and

pupils,

On November 7 and 8 the Anmual General Meeting of the Union of Writers, Journa-
lists and Artists took place, About 100 persons attended this meeting which
demonstrated the progress im cultural work and the growing interest for higher
spiritual activities in the Shaarith Ha-Platah,

A statement was issued by the conference denying the allegations of certain
Journalists that Yiddish is being boycotted by the responsible authorities among
the Displaced Persons,

On November 10, a Press Conference was held by the Education Board during which
memvecs of the Board reported to the journalists on the activities of the Board
<or Fducation and Culture., The Publishing Department has set up a printing
schedvle for the coming six months., Books are distributed to the districts on
the basis of requests submitted by the School Supervisors,

The Fducation Board in Berlin experienced some difficulties with the special
food aliccation for teachers, and it was decided to make a monthly bulk & loca-
tion Lo the Teachers®' Board for direct distribution to the teachers.

The AJDC representative on the Berlin Education Board arranged to be present at
the Boards' office daily to meet with the various youth group leaders, There are
at present in Berlin one senior group which meets at the Chaplains! Center, and
two junior groups who meet regularly twice weekly at their own centers in two
different sectors of the city,

A meeting was held in Berlin for the parents of most of the children who were at
Bruningslinden summer camp during the summer months, The aim of the meeting was
to stimulate the parents! interest and cooperation in giving the children the
benefits of the Jewish companionship, and encouragement of the use of the recrea-



tion facilities offered, In crdsz- to carry ot 2 properly organized program,
weekly Sunday seminars were arranged at the tiam youth centers, to which some of
the camp youth leaders are invilted to assist because of their wider knowledge of
Jewish life and experience in group activities.

RELIGIOUS

Close cooperation has been maintained with the Supply Department in regard to the
Matzos baking program, For the ultra-uritaodox, satisfzctory clearance through
Army and Military Covernmen: cffices have been made for the planting and harvest-
ing of wheat in a number of the kibbutzim The Agulat Harabonim is entrusted
with the exclusive supply and distribiuion of this wnecat and the Matzo Shemure
that will be produced.

The Religious Consultant visited the Britisn Zone ir crder to get a clear picture
of the actual religious life and necds of the Jows livinz ia that Zone. Vhile
there he met with the Mapilim of tlie "Exocus:, Most of the religious problems

in Bergen-Belsen, where exist the largest concentration of Jews in the Zone, are
quite normal and easily handled. There is a regular flow of kosher meat and the
Synagogue and Talmud Torahs are satisfactorily maintained and administered. They
are subsidized by the AJDC in the British Zone, Thc Mischling problem in the 36
commnities of the British Zone is a complicated one. A Beth Din has been esta-
blished and is functioning, paying regular visits to these commnities for the
purpose of dealing with these knotty problems, Two DP Rabbis are being selected
in the U.S. Zone for service in the British Zone where a need exists for such
additional Rabbis,

The Mizrachi and the Aguda, the Religious Consultant reports, are working in
close harmony and all religious groups are functioning under the Rabbinate,

The one ¥shiva in the Zone is in nced of Talmuds, Schulchan, Aruch and other
Seforim, The Rabbis are inadequately supplied with the necessary basic Rabbinic
library as the Yoreh Dach, Midrashim, etce

Since in all of Cermany there is but one place - Fuerth - where divorces may be
written according to Jewish law, arrongements have been made with one Rabbi in
Fuerth and one in Feldafing ta continue the issuance of these decrees. Trans-
portation and all other preliminary arrangements are being made through the AJDC
Relgigious Department, In the last two months 72 regular divorce decrees were
issued and 7 shliach gitin were forwarded to various parts of the world,

In order to meet the acute religious needs of the organized kibbutzim of the
Mizrachi and the Aguda, the method of distribution of Chumoshim and Neviin was
organiged. In the past regular allocations were made to the respective districts
which preoved unsatisfactory., The system of distribution has been re-organized so
that ihe books are now shipped direct to the kibbutzim thus guaranteeing the
delivery of the books to the groups who actually need and use them,

Dur‘ng the first ten days of November the Religious Consultant accompanied a
delszation of the Centrzl Orthodox Commitee on an inspection tour of the various
ingtallations in Germany, While they showed considerable interest in the overall
concitions of the Displaced Persons in camps and communities, they were particu-
larly concerned with Kashruth, religious education, the status of Rabbis, emigra-
tion of Rabbis and Yeshiva students and Yeshivas, In visiting these instzllations
they were azble to secure a rounded picture of the best and worst camps and in-
stallations,



Visiting the above mentioned installations convinced the Committee that there is

a healthy orthodox eiement in Germ=ny, who have remained true to their traditions,
AJDC has adequately p:rcvaded all these camps with Mikvahs, basic religious supplies
such as sidurim, talaisim, etc,

Several conferences were held with the following groups: Agudah Harabonim,
Mizrachi Aguda, Central Committee of Liberated Jews, Federation of Landsmanschaf-
ten and with Judge Levinthal, A strong appeal was made by members of the delega-
tion to the three religious groups to find a basis of unity in the formation of a
Religious Board of Education, While there seemed to have been a promise of such a
united front, to date new differences have entered the picture and the Board is as
yet not established, In the event that it will not be possible to create such a
Board, the AJDC Religious Department will be compelled to develop and administer
independently a plan of material assistance to the respective schools of the
Agudah and Mizrachi,

The Relgious Consultant visited Paris where he again met with the Delegation and
the situation in Germany was further reviewed. It was agreed that a wider printe
ing project of religious books should be launched, that there was a need for
additional kosher kitchens and greater support for the existing yeshivas, During
the Paris visit the situation of the Windsheim and the Lubovitcher Yeshivas was
further examined, In the past few months half of the Yeshivas have been removed
to Paris awaiting emigration to the States, The Yeshivas in Germany, as a con-
sequence, have been left without the essentizl leadership. It is hoped that the
emigration of the rest of the schools can be facilitated in the near future,

The ship which carried the Chanuka supplies, was quarantined in Mareilles, making
it impossible to deliver the supplies in time for the helidays. Arrangements have
been made for an increased supply of regular candles to substitute for the miss-
ing Chanuka candles, It has been possible to provide enough Chanuka candles from
other available sources to the schools and chedorim. 2l8 Chanuka Menoroth, pro-
duced on AJDC work projects, were also distributed,

A conference of the United Jewish Communities in Germany took place in Berlin,
This was attended by about 100 delegates from 60 Gemeinden in all four zones, At
this first gathering from 211 over Germany a number of resolutions were passed
aiming at coordinating all the Gemeinden, Discussion centered around the accepte
ance of the rules set up by the Germany Rabbinate in order to put an end to the
mass applications for membership by former Jews or their spouces which in many
cases are for only practical reasons,

The svpervision of Kashruth in the Berlin district has improved since the employ-
ment of two more supervisors. Through a gift of pliers, seals, etc,, by the Chief
Rabbi's Emergency Council in London, a better control system has been introduced
in the slaughterhouse,

A systematic and planned coordination between the various rabbinical groups in the
Comrun.ties and camps of all Zones has turned out satisfactorily,

Datrd: January 8, 1948



AMERTICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITIEE
Munich, Germany
December 19, 1947
Mr., Edward Phillips
Committee on Cultural Affairs
AJIDE, New York

Dear Ed:

Since my return to Germany I have been so tied up with the day by day problems of
our religious Yishuv here in Germany that I could not keep the promise that I
made myself to be in closer contact with you eand the Committes.

As the whole German operation is a dynemic one, we are in a sonstant state of
chenge. The sharp party frictions memifest themselves, most realistically in the
organizational pattern of the religious commmnity in the Sherith Hapleitah. First
we have a three-way split in the Rabbinate - the Mizrachi, the Apudath, and the
Agudath Tachas., After much pain end effort and pressure, including a trip to
Czechoslovakia, we succeeded fo bring the split to a head, the differences are now
resolved, and we have one Agudath Harabonim.

We have been sending our people into the cemps with supplies and ideas for the
strengthening of the Talmud Torahs end Chadorim. This approach was not the solu-
tion to the problem, so wo mado sn attempt at the arganization of the Beard of
Religious Education to deal exclusively with Talmud Torahs end religious schools,
and to eonsist of the Agudath Earsbonim, the Agudath Mizrachi, end our department.
This would bavc meant the cemtralization of the work of Chinuch with tremendous
possibilitios of bringing in order in placc of chaos. After weeks of negotiations
and planning it appcared as if this Beerd was to come into csistence. Again the
sharp party distrust memifested itsclf, end the whole schomc for the time being
must be gbandonod.

Woe are planning to deal with the parties dircctly, as well as to tcke over those
schools thet are non-pertisane This of course will mean the inercase of our Staff,
and we hope to find qualified reople among the indigenous population, I am now
working on a stanfiard pay scele for tho teechers vhich will be similar to that of
the secular schools.

Wo teks a special pride in having finally concluded a2 satisfactory program of re-
lief for the Yishuvath. As of this month we have plzced all the Yishuveth under
ouwr direet supervision, and they sre roceiving monthly supplementary rations,
sufficicntly large to guesrantoc their maintenonce within the framework of tho
Corman CCONOMY .

You may be interested in some of tho impressions of the delegation of the Contral
Orthodox Committoe during their visit with us in Cormany. It is my feeling that
in Germany they found a very heel thy, sound ond cooperative interest on the part
of our Dircetors and cur Department for Welfere of the Religious FPeople.

Yic ere now ongaged in a big printing program (10,000 Prayer books, 5,000 Prophets,
10,000 Hagedtah, end 5,000 Schulchan Oroch) and matzoh baking projecte

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Solomon Shapiro
JDC Religious Advisor in Germany








