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(Appendix A) 

PROPOSED PLAlf roR RECONSTITOTIOl! OF THE UNIT'.CD PALESTlliE APpt"....AL 

The following represents a consensus upon a fair and reasonable 
cethod of const1tutin13 the United Palestine Appeal subject to ratification 
of the bodies concerned. 

l• The UPA shall elect its O\m officers and fix and define its own opera... 
tional budget for adninistrative purposes. It shall deteroine and 
establish appropriate national. and local c.aopaign apparatus for the pur
pose of advancing fund raising activities in behalf of Israel. 

2. It shall negotiate and conclude an agreeuent for the establishment of ~ 
the joint cacpaign conducted by the UJA, the provisions of which are 
subject to the approval or ratification by the Pale stine Foundation 
Fund 8Jld Je\dsh Natioliial Fwld. ADY provisions relating to the 
traditional collections of the Jewish lJational Fund in the UJA agree-
cent shall in addition have the concurrence of the Jewish National 
Fund. ,All proceeds of the UJA caopaign received by the UPA, less its 
own operational e;q>0nses, shall be transoitted in equal parts to the 
oain offices in New York of the Palestine Foundation Fund and the Jewish 
National Fund. 

3. It is understood that the rules and r egulations of the World Zionist 
Organizati¢n place the authority for allocation of funds raised for 
the benefit of Israel upon the Je,1ish Agency for Palestine. 

a) The UPA shall have author! ty to pass upon proposals for allo
cations of fUnds to agencie s other than the Palestine Foundation 
Fund and Jewish National Fund for expenditures in I srael , pro.
Tided that such action bas the effect o.f a recoonendation to the 
J ewish Agenc;y for Palestino whose decision shall be final. 

Nothing herein is intended to elininate or curtail any existing 
practices of the Aoerican Jevish National Fund and Ar:ierican 
Palestine Foundation FUnd in oa.king r eco01:2endations to the 
E:i:ocutive of the Jewish J..goncy in ?uael on the oubject ot n
pendituro .of funds in Israel. 

b) In r e spect of expenditures in A.oerica (othor than ordinary ad
cinistrative bu.d.gete of the Atlorica.n Pale stine Foundation Fund 
and Aoerican Jewish National Fund) the Aceric:an Paleetine 
Foundation Fund and Aoerican J e\dsb. National Fund shall not tlBke 
or authorize a:n:r allocations unless: 

l. The UPA shall have passed favorably on t he oatter and with 
t he subsequent approval of the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
in Israel; or 

2. The UPA shall have disapproved the allocation and upon review 
the Je\fish A8ency for Palestine shall have nevertheless 
approved the sane; provided however if any allocation is 
disapproved by the UPA by a vote of 7<Yf, or oore of the 
governing body of tho UPA prosont at a oeeting duly and 
regularly called and held pursuant to1 notice stating the 
purposes of the ceeting then the Jewish Agency for pe.J.estine 



shall not be requested to review such dise.pproval. by the UP4. 

4. The governing bodies of the UPA shall be so coneti tuted as to 
include representation of Ja\rl.sh eoctltUlitiee selected pursuant to a 
tm.tually satisfactory deoocratic procedure to be detemined in 
consultation ~Tith the recognized loaders of conr:mnities and 
welfare fund orge.nl~ations, to the e:rlent of one third• of the 
oeobership of such governing bodies. 

• No agree.cent was reached on percentage. The oa.tter is the subject 
of ftlrther discussion. 



( .Appondb: :B) 

BESOLUTION PASSED :BY HATIONAL COlmJREN'CE 
OF m UN'ITm PALUSTI11E APPEAL HELD nr CHICA.GO 

A'R mE PAil·E HOUSE, stnmAY. 
llOVEMBEJl 7, 1948 

RESOL'OTIOi.T ~ S'l'KEl1GTHElrnlG UPA 

In view o~ the heavy responaibil1 tios assuced b;y the Jewish Jgenq for 

Palestine 1n agroecont with th0 state ot Israel and tho incroascd financial 

roquireoonts that arc nooos8Br7 for tho aclnission, absorption and rosottlo-

ment of the f'roo and vastly augaontod atroam ot Jo\dsh io01gmt1on into 

Palestine now procooding a.t a rato oxccodizl& 1001 000 par year, and conscious 

of tho corrospon4ing rosponsibil1W roating upon .loorican JC1t1B in tbo.t rognrd.1 

wo tho dologatoe assooblod nt tho 11ntional Conforonco of the t1n1tod Paloetino 

Apponl on Novoobor 7, 1948, at tllO Polncr Houso1 in tho city of Ohi®go 

HEBE:Bl RESOLVE ~: 

o) Tho trnitcd Polostino J.ppeal do ovory,thing in 1 ta powor to nobilizo tho 

con"tinuod support o.nd gonorosity of. .looricon Jowry in boholt of tho people of 

Israel and tho OLIM pouring into thnt count17 on o. scal.o COL'lOonsurato vi th the 

dmonstrntod noode and the croativo opportunit,y for tho rapid upbuilding of tho 

J ow1 sh hotloltlnd. 

b) Ye o~css our profound npprociat1on to tho cmcy' thousands of t:lon ll!ld 

vooan. and to tho organized Jovish cotlil'llll1tios and lfolfaro i'unde thro'1J&hout tho 

country for thoir whol~oortcd cooporntion and their suporb offorte in tho 1948 

cacpa.1gns under tho o.uspicos of tho t1nitod Jowieh Appoal; and wo ortcnd to tho 

comnmities mid tfolf41'0 Fund orgo.nizntions o. cord1ol invitation and on onrnost 

call to cooperate vith tho United Polostin.:i Appoal in its prosont ondonvor to 

brood.on tho basis of roprosonto.tion on its governing bodios, thus conaolidating 

the orgmiizod strength of .AJ:lorlcon JOYrf on bohalf of tho pooplo of Isro.ol. 



..... -.. ........ 
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2. Tho Uationlll. Conforonco of tho UPA notes with approval tho stei>s which 

bavo boon token 1:v tho E%ocnt1vo Comittoo of tho UPA to atrongthon th-0 tlPA as 

tho control tand-roising inat:nmont of Aoori~ Jews for tho upbu.ildiD& of lsmol 

tlJld its axprossod intention to provido for 1noroasod roprosonto.tion of Jcndsh 

commnitios a.nd volfo.ro funds in tho governing bodies of tho U?A as rofioctod 

in the rosolution U%\Qll1nously odoptod by tho E4ceu.t1 vo Conn1ttoo on October 21 1 

1948, noocly& 

ltTho hoClltivo Oot1IJitteo viows with favor the inclusion on tho 
governing bodies of tho UPA of roprosonUl.tivos of Jovish coo
tmni tios, volftU'O :f\mds o.nd fodoro.tions to tho oxtont of ono
third ot tho ccoborahip of such govc~ bodios by n proc-Oduro 
to bo dototninod 1n consUltation Yi th rocognizOd loodors of coo
!lllnitics rind volfo.ro fWld orgnnimtions. !l'ho ~cu.tivo Cottllttoo 
rccoooonds this plan to tho Polostino Fom:.tlation Fund. mid tho 
Jovish 1'at1onal Fand for approvnl. and car~ netion bi their 
governing bodies.• 

3. It 1 a understood. that undor tho rulos and regulations of tho Zionist 

oovo1:1ent, f1.nol mthori ty for dotomining tho allocation of :funds raised for 

Jewish noods in Isrnol continues to rost with tho JOwlsh Ag;oney for Pnlestino, 

tho Xoron 181C1Joth in Jomsalao and tho contml institutions vhich arc vostod . 
with approprio.to wthor1ty by tho 1forld Zionist Congress. As in tho past, tho 

proeoode of tho UJ.A. oonpc.1gn rocoivod by tho UPA (loss 1 ts oporatiorull oxpensos) 

will continuo to bo root ttod in oqurll. parts to the hood of ficos in Now York, of 

the Palostino Founda.tion Fand (Jtoron ~osod) and the Jovish llo.tional Fund mid 

(to s'tJCh other bonoticinry :f'a.nds o.s tlD\V bo included in tho United Palestine Appoo.l. 

froo tico to tioo.) It is llkovisc understood that ::U.l finnl decisions rcgardlng 

allocations imd. a.ppropriations of funds rniaod by tho UP.A. and its consti tuonts, 
tho Xoron Hl11'osod and Xoran X'Ayoooth, vith tho oxcoption of adoinistrativo 

lJud&ots, o.ro in tho coopotonce of tho Exocutivo of tho Jewish Agency for 
POlostino and tho Koren Kqcooth of Jorusolcc- without thoroby affecting tho 

ox1st1ng structuro o.nd ao.tonor:iy of tho Aocrican Jewish llationnl Jund o.nd tho . 
Aooricmi Palostino i'oundlltion Fund or thoir rldlt to consider proposals and 

rocODIJOndtlt1ons for ollocntions in or on bohalf of Palostino. Tho UP.A BhDll 

olso ha.vc tho corrospondiD& power to consider oll such proposals tUld to ooko 

its own roeonnondtltions with rogo.rd to than. 



COMMITTEE OF CONTRIBUTORS AND WORKERS 

Abraham Feinberg 
Chairman 

Dear Friend: 

6 East Hth Street, New York City 

Joseph Shulman 
Secretary 

October 29, 1948 

The basis for the creation of the Committee of Contributors 
and Workers is: the Jews of America who raise the funds and give the 
funds have a right to a voice in the administration of the funds. 

The Committee was formally established at the Hoyel Henry, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., on Friday, October 22, 1948, when some eighty men 
from thirty-five communities in the United States came together to 
discuss the issues and adopt a program of action. 

We invite you formally to associate yourself with this 
Committee, and by your participation in its work to help achieve its 
objectives. 

At this time, we are urging that the United Palestine 
Appeal be reconstituted (a) so that the Jewish commun1ties of America, 
through which the funds are raised, shall share adequately in the gov
erning bodies of the UPA; and (b) that these governing bodies have 
complete :power over disbursement of UPA funds in the United States. 
We are convinced that acceptance of this proposal will immeasurably 
strengthen fund-raising :for Israel in the United States. The communi
ties and the contributore and workers have a right to such participation. 
To fail to grant it ie to weaken the bonde between America and Israel. 

After reading the summary within, you will appreciate that we 
are engaged in a great effort to reassure the contributors and workers 
of the United Jewish Appeal that more than ever their devotion and their 
resources are warranted :for the era of large :1.mmigration and rebuildins 
upon which Israel has launched. 

I shall look forward to word from you that we may count upon 
your joining our Committee. 

JS:N 

Sincerely yours, 

~ullna~n~"'...-.~~~--~~-
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A COMMI'I'.I'EE IS ESTABLISHED 

On October 22, 1948 a group of same eighty men from thirty-five communities 
met at the Hotel Henry in Pittsburgh to consider the rights of contributors to eh.a.re 
in the administration of the United Palestine Appeal which is, today, the principal 
beneficiary of the United Jewish Appeal. 

Lea.ding workers for the United Jewish Appeal, nationally and locally, were 
present. These men, in their own communities, by their services as campaign chair .. 
men or offioer s, as lea.ding workers and contributors, had supplied the spark which 
resulted in the greatest campaigns in the history of philanthropy. Men like 
Julian Venezky, Peoria, National Chairman for Regions of the United Jewish Appeal; 
Rudolf Sonneborn, N,ew York, National Chairman for Trades and Industries of the United 
Jewish Appeal; Harold J . Goldenberg, Minneapolis, Associate National Chairman, with 
Hon. Henry Morgenthau, Jr., of the Committee of UJA Campaign Techniques; Samuel 
Rothberg, Peoria, National Vioe Chairman for Trades and Industries; Joseph Bhul.man, 
Paterson, National Chairman of the Textile Division of the UJA; Fred Monoeeon, Boston, 
National Chairman of Rainwear Industry for UJA; Leon Mohill, Pittsfield, National Vice
Chairman for the Newspaper and Publishers Division; Joseph Cherner, Washington, 
liational Vice-Chairman of the Automobile Division; E. N. Grueskin, Sioux City, 
Associate National Chairman for Regions; 88lllUel Daroff, National Vice-Chairman of the 
Clothing Division. 

Many other disttnguiehed American Jewish leaders have associated themselves 'With 
this cammi ttee, now known as the COMMITTEE OF CONTRIBUTORS AND WORKERS. They 
are serving in their capacities as individuals and not in relation to the positions 
they hold in their local communities. The Committee includes such men as Milton Kahn 
and Herman Gilman of Boston; Michael A. Stavite.ky, Herbert Abeles, Joel Grose, George 
Sagan, Ivan Levenson, Samuel Kl.ein of Newark; Eugene M. Sol.ow of Dallas; Nathan 
Shain berg of Memphis; Israel Rogosin, Nathan Scheinman, David Kluger, Nahmn Bernstein 
of New York; J. Benjamin Katzner, Elkan Meyers and M. I. Speert of Baltimore; Morrie 
W. Berinetein and Alex Holstein of Syracuse; Harold A. Goldman of Dee Moines; David 
Uchill a.nd. Rabbi Herbert Friedman of Denver; Morrie Cafritz, Edmund I. Kaufmann, 
Isadore Breelau of Washington; Benjamin R. Harrie of Chicago; Manuel Eskind of 
Nashville; Louie Berry, Max Osnoe and Joseph Holtzman of Detroit; I. E. Goldstein and 
William s. Cohen of St. Louie; Maurice s. Tabor of Buffalo; Sol Luckman of Cincinnati; 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner and Eugene Klein of Cleveland; Moritz Gottlieb of Allentown; 
Alex Lowenthal of Pittsburgh; and Harry Levine of Leominster. 

At the October 22 meeting, Abraham Feinberg of New York, Associate Chairman of 
the New York United Jewish Appeal, and President of Americana for Haga.nab, was named 
Chairman; and Joseph Shullllan of Paterson, Secretary. Other officers will be selected 
at subsequent meetings of the Committee. 

WRY TBE COMMITTEE WAS ESTABLISHED 

The purposes of the Committee were first explored at a meeting held in New York 
City on September 26. It had become clear that changes in the fund-raising structure 
in America were neoeeeitated by events that had ta.ken place in Israel. In the first 
place, the State of Israel had been proclaimed on May 15. In the second place, in 
order to make a sharp distinction between philanthropy and government, the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine had, in July, adopted a resolution barring it from turning any 
of its receipts over to the State of Israel and barring the use of any of its money 
for political and military activities . In the third place, the Zionist Actions 
Committee, meeting in August in Israel, had brought about substantial changes in the 
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personnel of the Jewish Agency Executive which is ultimately responsible for the 
expenditure of funds raised in the United States. With the exception of Eliezer 
Kaplan, Minister of Finance in the State of Israel, none of the other powerful 
figures known to the American Jewish ocnmnunity who are now the principal officers 
of the Government of Israel, remained on the Jewish Agency Executive. Mr. Kaplan,. 
who had been Treasurer of the Executive for fifteen y·eara, remains on tbat body 
but without any special portfolio. 

The men who met in New York on September 26 felt. that substantial changes were 
required 1on the .American scene. They understood that. more, and not lese, money 
would be needed in 1949 for the immigration and eettlsnent program in Israel. They 
recognized that in order to achieve that objective, t ,here had to be the utmost re
assurance that funds were being wisely administered by fully representative groups. 
~uestiona were raised as to whether it was desirable at this time to consider at 
all constitutional questions of responsibility, 1na.anJLuch as public debate might lead 
to acrimony and the 1ose of much needed funds. There1 were others who said that the 
best interests of Israel itself required that all. contributors and ccnmnunities be 
assured that there was full community responsibility for the funds, rather than through 
only one segment of the oommuni ty. It was, therefore1, essential in the interests of 
better and greater fund-raising to clear the air and meet the issue frankly. 

Note was taken of the fact that the United Palee1tine Appeal, as at present con
stituted, is established on an annual basis by the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth 
in the United States . Of the lc:!5 directors of the Ke1ren Hayesod, 69 are named by the 
Zionist Organization of America,, and most of the othe1rs by the three other Zionist 
bodies. Of the directors of the Keren Kayemeth, an e1ffeotive majority of 4~ is 
selected by the Zionist Organization of America. 

The meeting on September 26 felt that good orgar.1ization alone, as well as the 
inherent rights of workers and contributors for the c~ampa.ign, required that the 
Jewish communities, now having no representation whatsoever in these organizations,, 
should be brought into them on an adequate, effectivet basis. 

A latter was then addressed by 22 men to the Jmrish Agency Executive. It read 
as follows: 

0 We, the undersigned, contributors to and workers for the United Jewish Appea1, 
believe reorganization in the fund-raising for Palee1;ine in the United States is 
indispensable . 

''We are mindful of the fact that the Extended Jetwish Agency and its fiscal 
instrument, the Palestine Foundation Fund, were designed to give representation to 
the total Jewish community in their administration. Today, the Zionist Organization 
of America alone exercises ccnnplete control, in effect, of the basic institutions 
for Palestine fund-raising in this c01mtry. We do no1; believe tlla.t this is in accord 
with the fundamental charters or calculated to evoke the most generous response from 
the American Jewish camnunity. 

''We recognize that the need for funds to speed ~Lmmigration and settlement in 
Israel is urgent. We believe a1so that every step InllSt be taken to reassure the 
Jewish community in the United States that the eoundE~st procedures in fund-raising 
are being followed; and that the wisest precautions have been taken to see to it 
that all funds intended for Palestine are so dis~ose<l. 

"In recent years, the United Jewish Appeal has been the channel through which 
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funds for Palestine have been raised. Not any one segment of the ccmmrunity, but the 
total cammun.ity has responded. If the funds for Palestine are to be raised on an 
adequate level, then the total community must have a significant part in responsibili
ty for the administration of these funds. This is the essence of the democratic Jewish 
spirit. It is best calculated to advance the interest of fund-raising for Israel. 

"Therefore, we urgently ask the officers of' the Jewish Agency to take steps at 
once to reorganize the United Palestine Appeal so that it ma.y be fully representative 
of American Jewry's deep interest in Israel; and that it may provide fullest guarantees 
that the large sums that will be needed for Israel are being moat wisely administered. 

''A subcOJIDllittee of the und!.ersigned. has been formed to confer with you promptly so 
tha.t action may be taken in time to safeguard a successful United Jewish Appeal cam
paign in 1949. 

"Our interest in Israel cannot be shaken. But we must emphasize that the channels 
we shall use for the manifestation of that interest will be determined by the under
standing of our position that you will show. 

"We would respectfully ask that you arrange a date for a meeting within a week. 

Sincerely yours, 

Joseph Shhl.man11 

The other signatories were Milton Kahn, Boston; Leon Mohill, Pittsfield; 
E. M. So1ow, Dallas; Nahwn Bernstein, New York; Nathan Shainberg, Memphis; M. I. Speert, 
Baltimore; Morrie W. Berinetein, Syracuse; Fred Monoeson, Boston; Abraham Feinbers, 
Mt. Vernon; Harold J. Goldenberg, Minneapolis; Harold A. Goldman, Dee Moines; Michael A. 
Stavitsky, Newark; Joseph Cherner, Washington; Nathan Sheinman, New York; Sol M. Reiter, 
Newburgh; E. N. Grueskin, Sioux City; Rudolf G. Sonneborn, New York; Samuel Rothberg, 
Peoria; J. Benjamin Katzner, Baltimore; Julian H. Venezky, Peoria and Herman Gilman, 
Boe ton. 

A HISTORY OF MEETINGS 

On September 29, the Jewish Agency, American Seotion, replied that "the problem 
you raise ia •• the concern of the United Palestine Appeal (and) that the UPA ie an 
autonomous body and that the Jewish Agency for Palestine in no way determines its 
structure or form of organization." 

Taking this suggestion, the group endeavored to arrange a meeting with repre
sentatives of the UPA. The first euoh meeting was held on October 5, with Rabbi 
Israel Goldstein, Chairman of the UPA, Judge Morrie Rothenberg, President of the 
Jewish National Fund, and Jacob Sincoff, Associate Treasurer of the UPA, represent
ing the UPA. 

At this first meeting, the viewpoint of the group was expressed by Mr. Shul:ma.n 
when he said that a very large number of contributors in the United States and those 
who do a great deal of the work in campaigning feel they have no voice whatsoever as 
to what becomes of those funds. They want to correct tha.t. They do not look back
ward in ocnmnent upon anything that has been done. They only look forward. They 
want to be able to go on campaigning and be able to say conscientiously to the con
tributing public: we are fully aware of how disbursements are made; the work is 
carried on with maximum efficiency; we can testify to that of personal, first-hand 
knowledge. 
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Harry Levine of Lecminster, Mass.Jianother representative of the Committee, 
observed that a psychological change lw.s occurred in American Jewry. Only in the 
last three years has American Jewry learned how to give big money. Now the givers 
have matured. They are beginning to ask questions. Nobody doubts that a good job 
has been done and that the money has been spent well. Fram this point on, more 
and. more money will be required for Israeli development. Men who are giving the 
kind of' money beins contributed now want to know more. It was hie assumption that 
the UPA would welcome that interest. Be urged the UPA to give an answer in reason
able tiJne and not prolong discussion endlessly. 

Abraham Feinberg pointed out that the United Palestine Appeal is the only 
segment of the United Jewish Appeal vhioh has any political af'f111ation. In view 
of the changes in the political sphere in the last few months, it ie important to 
review the situation anew. Regard.lees of the purity of the motives of the people 
now responsible for the funds, if they have a political orientation they should 
be the first to invite the cooperation of non-political and apolitical forces. 
Those now responsible far the funds belong to a political sphere. But the money 
ie raised by all the people. He estimated that there are ~1,300,000 contributors 
to the United Jewish Appeal. There may be at the moat acme 400-500,000 enrolled 
Zionists. Obviously, he said, there are more non-enrolled people than enrolled 
Zionists. These people, too, have a right to a voice. Since they constitute, in 
fact, a majority of the givers they have the right to demand a voice. 

At a meeting of the UPA Executive Committee on October 7th, it was stated 
that the UPA had no powers to determine the structure of the UPA, but that this 
was the responsibility of the Keren Hayeeod and Keren Kayemeth. Later, meetings 
were held with representatives of these two orsanizationa . 

The demand of the Committee was substantially along these lines: 

(1) The United Palestine Appeal, which is now set up by virtue of an annual 
agreement between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, should be reconstituted 
as a permanent bod,y1 with the Jewish communities of the United Sta.tea naming at 
lea.et fifty percent of the Board and all governing bodies . 

(2) The United Palestine Appeal, which now has no powers whatsoever, should 
have power given to it so that it would have control aver the disbursement in the 
United States of f 'unde obtained by the UPA; with the Jewish Agency for Palestine 
in Israel determining expenditures in Israel. 

THE OCTOBER 22nd PITrSBURGH MEETING 

Prolonged conversations 'With UPA and with associated bodies having proved 
fruitless, it was decided to convene a meeting at Pittsburgh on October 22nd. 
Unanimously, the men gathered at Pittsburgh felt that the existing situation was 
not to1erable and required improvement. A discussion that lasted for many hours 
went into all aspects of the situation. The following resolution resulted. 

(1) A Committee of Contributors and Workers shall be established; (2) 
Officers of the Committee shall be named; (3) every effort must be ma.de to mobilize 
pressure upon the United Palestine Appeal so that it shall be reconstituted with 
adequate repres~ntation named by the Jewish ccmnnunities themselves and with full 
powers CNer expenditures in the United States; (4) the Committee sha11 be empower
ed to cannnunicate with all communities and individuals to obtain support for the 
Committee deliberations and aotione; (,) authorize tbe Committee to publicize its 
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activities as required; (6) only in the event of failure to bring about a satisfactory 
reconstitution of th~ UPA, the desirability of setting up a new Israeli fund shall be 
explored, after consultation wit:h all interested parties, and only after convokitl8 a 
meetill8 of the Jewish communities to advise upon this step; and (7) the Committee 
shall advise the JDC and USNA of' its actions. 

Thia resolution was adopted unanimously, except that four votes were recorded 
in opposition to point six. 

WHAT DOES THE COMM11!•!1EE WANT? 

The Committee of Contributo:rs and Workers wants a partnership between the 
agencies which spend the funds a:nd the ccm:ununities which raise them. Both Jewish 
and American principles justify "representation with taiation. 11 It is the view of 
the Camm1.ttee that any refusal to accord at lea.et fifty percent representation on 
the UPA governing bodies can only lead to misconstruction, on the one hand; and 
weaken the interests of American Jewish communities in the Israel deve1opment 
program, on the other. 

WHO MAY JOIN TB1!l COMMITI'EE? 

Seeking endorsement of its :position, the Committee of Contributors and 
Workers welcomes the support of .any Jew or Jewess in the United States who takes 
part in l.ocal fund-raising efforts from which the United Jewish Appeal benefits. 
The Commi.ttee will appreciate the written expression of support of its proposals 
eo that in its further negotiati·ons it may be strengthened by the knowl.edge that 
it truly represents the thinking of the great majority of contributors and workers 
of the United Jewish Appeal. 

0 0 0 

.. 



COMMITT3E OF CON~RI~U 
-~ -~~~~· 

Abraham Feinberg, Chairman 

6 East J4th Street 
Ne\1 York, :.~. Y. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

To: Men: be rs of Commit tee 
From: Joseph Shull!lail. 

Joseph Shulman, Secretary 

October 29, 1948 

On Thursday, October 28, at 5:30 P.lf. there was a meeting in New York of 
members of the sub-committee to consider further action. Among thos~ present 
were : Abraham Feinberg, presiding; Fred Monosson, !oston; Harold Goldenberg. 
Uinneapolis; Joseph Cherner and A.S. Kay, Washington; Sol Reiter, Newburgh; 
Uicbael Stavitsk:y, Newark; Rudolf Sonneborn, ·Ne.hum :Barnstein, New York; Joseph 
Shulman, Paterson. 

Th.is report of the meeting of the UPA. :hecutiva Committee held at noon, 
October 28, was presented. 

1. A resolution was adopted by the UPA Z:recutive Committee authorizing a UPA 
Sub-committee to meet with the committee of the Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare l\mds 11A.Ild ot.her interested bodies. 11 It \11'1S made clenr that the 
UPA would decline to meet Yith representntives of the Coi:unittee of Contributors 
and Workers. 

2. Scores of telegrems were Teceived at the Unit~d Palestine Ap~nl office fro~ 
conu:nmities throughout the country, urci~ the UPA to accept the recocune:i.d.A.tiou 
of the Council of Je~ish Federations and W~lfnre Funds with regnrd to invit~ 
3liezer Kaplan, Isrr.eli li'inance Hinistor, t · coce to this country to 11 resolve 
the dii'ferences• arising out of the t;?A sit •tio:i. Communities such as Cleve
land, Phila.delphiA., Buff'r..lo, Cincinnati, Detroit, Xlmsns City, Syracuse, OllU'lha, 
Boston, Pittsburgh, etc. etc. sent mess1!ges. :BUT liOml 01 T"AES.E !GSSAGES WERE 
BEAD TO T!fE UPA ~CUTIVE C02-!HIT'l'3J OR C!RC1.l::AT3D. The UFA :::Xecutive Cocmittee 
was, therefore, given no inkli~ of the widespreP.d support throughout the count;ry 
of the basic position of the Committee of Co~tributors and Workers. 

3. There was prolonged discussion on whnt steps should be tnken by the UFA in 
the light of tke pressure rein& applied by our Committee for (a) at least 50% 
representA.tion of the Javish communities on the UPA governing bodies and (b) 
ful.l powers for the lJPA over the disbursement of f'Unds in the United States. 

The UPA Executive Committee wns NOT TOLD D!IGCTLY thet the ~oard of Directors 
of the Council of Je1rf.sh Federr.tions and ~elfrra ?unds had adopted unanimously 
the following resolution on October 2J in Pittsburgh: 
"The Bonrd of Directors, upon motion :cade, duly seconded and carried, authorized 
the President to appoint a committaa to consult with the United Palestine Appeal 
and the Col!II:littee of Contributors and Workers, with a view to the speedy launch
ill8 of the 194-9 United Jewish Apper..l, leaviog to this comnittee, vith power to 
act, the decision ns to whether Eliezar XRplnn, Minister of Finance of the 
Provisional Govenment of Isrnel, shall be invited to come to the United States 
to help resolve the differances." 

Nr. Barold Goldenberg, Yho attended the UPA hecutive Coimittee meetiJl&, vas t.f, 
one who called attention to the resolution. Officers of the UFA, Rabbi Israel 
Goldstein and Renian \feiscan, who wera present when the Council :Boa.rd adopted the 
resolution referred to it only obliquely. 

In the tlidst of this discussi~n, Mr. Meier !Iartcan, n PnlestiniAn assistant of 
Rabbi Israel Goldstein, newly-elected Treasurer of the Jewish Agency, reported 
that there had been A cessnga from Berl Locker, Chaircan of the ~xecutive of the 
Jewish Agency in 'l'el Aviv. He did not read. the oessege or indicate that its 
contents were nvailable. Re reported that the cessage declared that the ::Xecu
tive in Pnlestine had d~ne everything possible to par&u.e.de Hon. Henry V~rgentl::t-.u, 
Jr. , General CM.irtia.n of the UJA, who ia now in Israel• tht\t charges being c...,.de 
in the U.S.A. in regard to the distribution of funds were unfounded; end tru:.t 
the Executive h8d. decided to send a delegation to the United States. 

That vas all thl'.t vaa reported. !OT, the folloving is actuclly the nessage 
sent to the office of the .Aoarican Section of the Jewish Agency in New York City 
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on October 28th: 

11EJGCUTIVZ EXTB.C1MELY WORB.LJlD LA.TEST UPA DEVELOPM3NTS STOP CANIDT ACCEPT 'fiEW 
THAT AMERICAN SECTION ALOliE ENTITLZD DEAL WITH SITUATION AS OUR WHOLE WORK IN 
ISRAEL VITALLY DEPENDS ON SUCCESSFUL UPA .AMalUCA STOP DOMT UlIDEBSTAlfD WHY MY 
TELEPHONIC REQ.UEST TO GOLDSTEIN SHOULD HAv:al CREA~D ANY MISUNDERSTAUDING AS 1rr.S 
ONLY CONVEYED EXECUTIVE 1 S UNANI?l.OUS VIZ\'/ TfilT ANY DISUNI T'i THIS JUNCTURE FATAL 
A.ND UN.ANIMJUS REQUEST 'ro .ACT IN CONCILIAWRY MAlfrulli AND MAKE EXTREME EFFORT TO 
HEAL :BREACH STOP THIS STILL E.XECUTI~ 1 S ON.AlUM:>US VIEW. 

"IN MEET WITH MORGENTHA.U WE DID OUR :BEST ro CONTRADICT RUMOURS SPREAD IN USA 
THAT AMERICAN SECTION OR ZOA MAY DICTATE EDCUTIVB OR ISRAZL, QUOTED TO HIM 
LAST CONGBESS DECISION TH.AT ENTIRE PROCEEDS E~ CAMPAIGN OF KK .AND KH SHALL 
BE PLACED DISPOSAL HEAD OFFICES THOSE WNDS IN .r.ElRUS.AUH AFTER DlIDUCTING CAM
PAIGN EXPENSES .AUD ADMINISTRATIVE Rl!."""i;U!BE!GNTS AND THaT UO OT!U}R ALLOCATIONS 
ALLOWED WITHOUT PfillVIOUS .APPi10VAL :BY HEAD OFFICES FUNDS CORC~RNED AND EDCUTIVE 
STOP 

"VIEW LATEST DEVELOPMENTS ~CUTIVE YESTERDAY 1 S M.ClETING UNANI¥.OUSLY DECimID 
DISPATCH SOONEST POS~IlU~ DELEGATION TO USA TO CONSIDER SITUATION WlTR MEMBZiiS 
.AMERICAN SECTI01:i AND JllAD EXTREME S'i'ORT NOlil~IZZ Slro.ATION STOP WILL INFOBM 
YOU SOONEST COMPOSITION AND TII-!3 AMIVAL REGAEDS 

:Berl Locke-r11 

The report oa.de by Mr. HartI:lfl.n was seized uy:Jn eagerly as disposing of the 
necessity of having to I:l8ke a decision with respect to an invitation to Mr. 
Kaplan. 

A motion had been r:iede by Mr. :Sa.ru.ch Zukeri:ia.n, Pr-,sident of Poale ZionT that 
Mr. Kaplan should be invited to come t~ this country to serve the best interests 
of the UPA and t o use his best efforts to establish the strongest possible UJA 
for 1949. No vote was taken on this ooti'>n .. 

Thus, the UPA :Executive Cor.ir1ittee took no action to invite Mr. Eliezer Kaplan 
to Ghe United States to consider what was best for the interests of Israel. 

4. Arrangements have been J:lade for a meeting between our Cotllllittee and repre
sentati ves of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfese Funds in New York 
on October 29. Our Committee will be represented by Abraham Feinberg. J oseph 
Shulman and If.Eu-old Goldenberg. 

5. The sub-colllJ:litt~re9{rQur Co:cmittee, neeting on October 28, voted to pro
ceed with all steps to7a national conference to consider the establi$hoent of 
a new Israeli fund. 'fhe decision was z:lade in view of the fact that every 
effort had been exhausted to negotiate with the UPA to constitute an effective, 
representative UPA. We were and are prepored to negotiate with the UPA. The 
UPA declines to negotiate. We are, therefore, proceeding with the next step 
in the resolution adopted at our J:leeting £'1.t the Hotel Henry, }>1ttsbur0h-, oh 
October 22. 
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Meeting, with UPA 

Since the meeting 1n Pittsburgh on October ~d, your officers 
have tried conscientiously to negotiate with the Unlted Palestine 
Appeal to bring about an effective reorganization of that body. At 
a meeting of the UPA EXecutive Committee, a resolution was adopted 
prohibiting any contact between UPA representatives and officers of 
the Committee of Contributors. Nevertheless, there has been such 
contact. 

(1) The Board of Directors of the Council ot Jewish Federations 
and Welfare FUnds, at Pittsburgb on October 23, adopted unanimously 
a resolution to name a canmittee to "resolve the differences." llle 
resolution included a suggestion that Bl1ezer Kaplan, Israeli 
Finance Minister, might be invited to this country. '!he Ca:mnittee 
of Contributors was approached. It agreed wholeheartedly to accept 
Mr. Kaplan as mediator or negotiator or in any other capacity. The 
UPA Executive Committee has declined to take action on the sugges-
tion. · 

(2) On Friday, October 29, representatives of the Camn1ttee 
met with spokesmen for the Council ot Pederations and exp1a1ned the 
Committee point of view. On November 1, officers of the UPA met 
with Council of· Federations spokesmen and indicated what their 
views ware. Through Council intervention, a meeting of the UPA 
and Committee representatives was arranged on November 3 and then 
again on November 4. At this latter meeting, Stanley Meyers, 
President of the Council of Federations, Edwin Rosenberg, of 
New York, and Philip Bernstein, Assistant Director of the Council, 
were present. 

(3) '!he UPA spokesmen, Herman L. Vleisman, Charles Ress and 
Benjamin Browdy, emphasized that they could not commit their organiz
ation since final action had to be taken by the Keren Hayesod and 
Keren Kayemeth (the parent organizations of UPA). Mr. Weisman 
reduced to writing a program essentially as follows: (a) that one 
third representation on the governing bodies of the UPA be given 
to the communities; (b) that the UPA name its own officers; that 
any decision with respect to terms of a United Jewish Appeal be 
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subject to ratification by Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth; that 
all income be remitted 1n equal parts to the New York offices of 
the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth; that no appropriations be 
made by Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth unless approval shall have 
been given by the UPA, and in that event, the approval is to con
stitute a reconmendation to the Jewish Agency for Palestine; that 
in the event of disapproval of a project by 70% of those present at 
a UPA meeting, there shall be no further recourse to the Jewish 
Agency-. 

(4) 1he representatives of the Connittee stated that they could 
not make any comnitment as to whether these terms were considered 
satisfactory but would call a meeting of the Conmittee to consider 1t. 

CHARGES AGAINST UPA 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wiae, ot Bew York, and Charles J. Rosenblocm, 
of Pittsburgh, both formerly National Chairmen of the United Palestine 
Appeal, last week sent a telegram to membe~s throughout the country 
pointing out that no meeting or the Board of Directors of the United 
Palestine Appeal has been called to deal with the vital issues facing 
that body. The two leaders stated that all decisions have been made 
by "the smaller Executive Committee" of the UPA, whereas the full 
power for conduct of the affairs of the UPA lies with the Board of 
Directors. It is understood that scores ot members of the UPA Board 
have wired to Rabbi Israel Goldstein. UPA Chairman, demanding that 
a Board meeting be held. At the meeting of the UPA Executive 
Committee on November 21 the question of calling a Board meeting was 
considered but action was deferred. Suggestions that a meeting of 
the Board be held 1n Chicago, to coincide with the UPA national 
conference, were not acted upon. Members of the Board of UPA have 
emphasized that in tho most crucial issues that have ever faced the 
UPA, involving such matters as the demand for reconstitution of the 
UPA to broaden representation and an invitation to Eliezer Kaplan to 
come to the united States to deal with the critical situation, the 
Board of Directors was completely ignored. 

CABLE FROM BERL LOCKER 

In response to a cable from the officers of the Committee of 
Contributors, assuring the Jewish Agency in Israel that its activities 
were designed to strengthen fUnd-raising for Israel 1n this country, 
Berl Locker, Chainncm of the Executive of the Jewish Agency, pleaded 
that "everybody concerned must make extreme effort restore unity 
and maintain harmonious cooperation." Mr. Locker urged abstention 
from preparations for an independent campaign and said he was on his 
way to the United States ond would be here next week. 

ADDmG MEMBERS 

Here is what Philip Meyers, Co-Chairman of the 1948 Cincinnati 
campaign and State Chairman of the UJA for Ohio, has to say about 
the purposes of the Committee: 
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"I certainly agree that those who do the work ot collecting the 
huge sums being collected in this country, those who give not only 
o: their own time but most liberally of their money, should have a 
voice 1n the governing bodies of the agencies for which the money 
is being collected. 

"I believe that the Committee will have the support of all of 
us here in Cincinnati who have been connected with money-raising 
endeavors." 

Rudolph E. Litson, Chairman of the New Jersey Region of the 
UJA, and former Chairman of the Elizabeth campaign saya: 

"'I em completely 1n agreement with your point ot view and 
want to lend my moral support ·to your program. U there is anything 
that I can do to be or assistance to the Canmittee, I will be glad 
to offer my services. 

"Mrs. tifson, who has been co-chairman of t.he Wanen•s Division 
of the united Jewish Appeal 1n Elizabeth for the last five years, 
feels exactly as I do and wants to add her support to your Committee." 

Howard T. Saperston, attorney and one of the outstanding leaders 
ot the Bu.ff alo Jew1 sh o onmun1t71 says: 

"I would be very glad to associate myself with your Committee." 

0 0 0 
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Dear Friend.J 

Committee of U>ntributors and Workers 
6 East 34th St~eet 

New York City 

lovember 9, 1948 

The Committee of Contributors and Workers is w1 nni ni; friends and. 
supporters everywhere. Its basic idea that those who raise and contribute 
the funds in our communities should be involved effectively in responsibil
itT for the administration of those :tiznds is unchallenged. 

Sinoe my last oonmnmioation to you, we have endeavored to negotiate 
a formula with the United Palestine Appeal for an effective, reconstituted 
UPA. To date we have not succeeded. Every time we have seemed to approach 
so111e basis of understanding,, we have found that the principals ri th wholll 
we spoke were not the principals. We shall continue t.'hiB week in t.be ef
fort to create the basis for hB.rmonious cooperation. We are still trying 
to persuade the United Palestine Appeal that the following two factors 
are essential for successful fund-raising in 1949t (1) A reconstituted 
UPA. in which the commmrl.ties shall have at least fifty percent representa
tion; and (2) a UPA which shall have full power over the disbursement of 
funds that may be spent in the United States, with emphasis on the quick 
dispatoh to Israel ot all funds raised in this country tor that purpose. 

The strength of our Committee is the strength of its personnel. 
Have you joined the Committee, thus helping us achieve our objectives? 

If you wish us to add the names ot friends to the list of those 
receiving these messages, please advise. 

We send you herewith a summary of some of the events which have 
transpired in regard to our objectives. 

Sincerely- yours, 
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DO DETERllINES DfA POLICIES? 

In the last month, polioies of the utmost importance tor America and for Israel have 
been acted upon by the United Palestine Appeal. But the Board of Direotors, which is 
supposed to have •full authority. oontrol, management and conduot of the activities ot 
the United Palestine Appeal,n bas not been oalled into session. The smaller Executive 
Committee has been resorted to tor all deoisione. 

IGNORING THE COMMQI ITIJ!§ 

At Pittsburgh on October 23, the Board of Directors of the Council of Jewish Fed
erations and Welfare Funds adopted a resolution. It read as follows: 

1 Tbe Board of Direotor.s, upon motion made, dul1 seoonded and carried, authorized 
the President to appoint a committee to counsel with the United Palestine Appeal and 
the Committee of Contributors and Worke~1, with a view to the speedy launching of the 
1949 United Jewish Appeal, leaving to this oommittee, with power to aot, the dec16ions 
as to whether Eliezer Kaplan, Minister of Finalioe of the Provisional Government ot 
Israel, shall be invited'to come to 'the United States to help resolve the differenoes.n 

The Committee ot Contributors told the Council sub-oommi ttee tbat it was prepared 
to accept the offices ot llr. Kaplan. The United Palestine Appeal has deolined to take 
the same position. 

llany communities, following the :meeting ot the Council Board in Pittsburgh, sent 
telegrams to the United Palesti.ri.e Appeal urging aooeptanoe of tbe Council resolution 
and every effort at mediation. NOT orm OF THESE TELEGRA!IS WAS READ at the meeting of 
the Exeoutive Committee of the UPA at which consideration was given to the question as 
to whether .Mr. Kaplan should be invited to this country. ~e Commit.tee of the UPA was 
not even made a1J1.re that such telegrams, resulting from hours of serious discussion in 
soores of communities~ had been received. 

'Q'PA. CONF'1ilRlllNOBI AT QHICAGO 

On the week-end of Wovetnber 6-7 the United Palestine Appeal held a •national oon
ferenoe" in Chicago. Members of the Board of Directors of the UPA had urged that a 
meeting ot the Board be held in Chicago to deal with the urgent questions facing that 
bod.J. The request was ignored. 

However, the subject of the reconstitution ot the UPA was thrown into the Reso
lutions Committee. There was an all-night discussion. The resolution that was there 
adopted was replaced with another resolution which Herman L. Weisman~ Acting Chairman 
of the UPA, submitted as his suggestion for establishing an harmonious atmosphere at 
the conference. But Jlr. Weisman apparently reckoned without the persons who were ac
tually in oontrol o-r the conference. P'or he then mad9 available an entirely new reso
lution, the net effect of which was to ignore virtually every recommendation that had 
been made for the effective reconstitution ot the United Palestine Appeal. 

Because of the dissatisfaction voioed by prominent members of the Board ot the 
UPA, llr. Weisman suggested that a group ot them go to the hotel room of llr. Emanuel 
Neum.ar:in, President of the Zionist Organization of America. Uuch of tha action that 
took place at the conference revolved around that room. After the group had been dis
cussing the nature of the resolution for several hours, and after they had been assured 



- 3 -

that no action would be taken on the conference floor during their absence, a messenger 
appeared rlth word that the disputed resolution bad alre~ bean presented and "adopted 
unanimousl7,• lrhile everr single leader who was opposed to the resolution was meeting 
with Mr. Neumann. 

Mu.ch of what transpired at the UPA conference and muoh ot what has been happening 
within the United Palestine Appeal is reflected in a statement issued at Chicago by a 
group headed by Harold J. Goldenberg, lfimleapolis, National Associate Chairman of the 
Campaign Technique Committee of the United Jewiah Appeali Samuel Rothberg, Assooiate 
National Chairman of the Trades and Industries Division of the United Jewish Appeal; 
Julian Venezky, National Chairman for Regions of the United Jewish Appeal; Eugene Jl. 
Solow, Dallas, Associate National Chairman for United Jewish Appeal Regions. Others 
who had attended the conference with Kr. Neumann, included Fred llonosson, Boston; 
Benjamin Harris, ChiQ.ago; .l'athan Shainberg ail.d Abe ia.ldauer, Memphis. 

The statement issued by Jlessrs. Goldenberg, Rothberg, Venezky and Solow was as 
follows: 

"We, the undersigned, members of the Board ot Directors of the United Palestine 
Appeal, deplore the resolutions adopt.ad at the national mee~ing of the UPA in Chicago 
and especially deplore the method by which the resolutions were submitted to a vote. 

"In view ot differences of opinion as to the nature of resolutions that should be 
submitted to the conference, we and a number of others were invited to meet with 
Emanuel Heumann, President of the Zionist Organization of America. to discuss the res
olutions with him. In deference to him, we spent several hours in his hotel room ex
changing views on the resolutions. Suddenly a messenger appeared with word for Kr. 
Neumann that the resolutions which we had come to discuss with him had already been 
presented on the floor of the oonference and had been adopted. We believe that no 
description of this method of procedure is required. 

•rt had been our intention to read the following declaration to the conference. 
We were prevented from doing so in the belief that no action would be taken until we 
had returned to the meeting room. We feel that this expression of views is even more 
essential to avoid m.isundersta.Dding by the public as to the nature of the UPA conference 
held in Chicago. 

•we declare that this national meeting of the UPA has no authority for any reso
lutions or decisions affecting the structure of that organization. 

"In the last month, the officers of the UPA have been acting, together with the 
small Executive Committee~ on the most vital issues affeoting fund-raising for Israel 
in the United States. The Board ot Directors, which is the body entrusted with full 
power over the management and conduct of the UPA, has not been convened or. consul t..ed. 
Every suggestion that the Board ot Directors be called into session has been~gnored 
or rejeoted, presumably because the officers of the UPA know that the majority of the 
Board, if brought together, would totally repudiate the position that the officers 
have ta.ken. 

"Th.is meeting was convened to serve as a sounding board tor the needs of the or
ganization. It was speoifioally declared in advanoe that it had no aut.hority, either 
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under the agreement which creates the UPA or in the rights acoorded t-0 it by the otti
oers, to deal with any formal questions. It was brought into being in order that a 
series of speeches might be delivered. 

•But now the small group of will:f'ul men who effectively oontrol the UPA have de
cided that thia platform shall be used tor the dissemination of a point of view whioh 
will assure their oontinued dominanoe of the UPA. Knowing that this meeting oonsists 
ot persona who have not been delegated any power either by the Jewish communities from 
which they come or ~rom any particular organization, those who run this conference 
believe that a resolution emanating from t.his meeting will mislead publio opini.on in 
America into believing that t.his is a constitutional assembly in accordance with the 
laws and regulations of the organization. 

"We assert that the very ilitroduotion ot B.nT resolution at this meeting was a token 
ot bad f'ai th on the part of the officers of the UPA. The o:rtioers have been in nego
tiation with a conmii:tt.ee of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds in order 
to work out a tormiila tor a reoonsti'tution of the UPA. Assuranoea were given that no 
public aotion would be taken until all methods of negotiation had been e.xhauated. 
Nevertheless, believing t.Jlat this mass meeting would serve as a good forum tor the 
projeotion of their poi.lit ot view, those who control this meeting ~re risking that the 
gravest charges of bad faith will be laid at the door ot the OPA. 

"Furthermore, :Berl Looker. Chairman of the EXeoutive of the Jewish Agency in 
Jerusalem, has cabled that he will be in the United States in a few days to take all 
necessary action to heal the breach affecting the UPA. Despite hie imminent arrival, 
action is proposed which would do irreparable harm to the free opportunity he should 
be given to aot in the intereat.s ot harmony for the sake of Israel. 

•Eveey time that action has been proposed within the UPA regarding its structure, 
it has been pointed out that its parent organizations, Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, 
are the only ones with power to take action. Despite that known fact, it is proposed 
at this mass meeting ot the UPA to pass judgment on the organizational struoture of the 
UPA. This insistence upon act;ion oan only be oonstrued as a device aimed at public 
opinion and not a genuine deliberation of a duly constituted gathering of the UPA. 

•Tll,e action proposed here is linked wi~h the continw:>us refusal of the offioers 
ot the UPA to take reasonable measures to negotiate with an. important body o~ men and 
women throughout the nation who are the bulwark 0£ f'u:nd-raia1ng tor the United Jewish 
Appee.l. Surely this oountry rill question the good faith of the officers of the OPA 
when it is told that the UPA deO'lined to accept the suggestion to invite to this country 
llr. Elie:zer Kaplan, Finanoe Jli.nister of the State of Israel, to resolve the differences 
that exist. Mr. Kaplan knows more of the eoonomio needs of Israel and is more familiar 
nth the fund-raising procedures in the Uilited States than any living individual. Those 
who have urged a reoonstlt.ution of the UPA are perfectly agreeable to the acceptance 
ot his mediation. '!he UPA officers, who pret.end to defend the interests of Israel, 
have retused to aooept llr. Kaplan's mediation. Bo resolution passed by this oonference 
oan whit.en.sh the unwillingness of the UPA to abide by the views ot the highest finan
cial officer or the Government of the State of Israel. 

•Israel rill need great sums in 1949. We plead with t.his ccn.f'erenoe to avoid 
taking action which can have no purpose other than to widen the breach whioh already 
exists as concerns the affairs ot the UPA. This oonferenoe, in accepting the resolu
tion, would assume the gravest responsibili tr for undermining the fund-raising prospects 
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for Is~ael in the United States. Those who have power should use it with moderation. 
To do otherwise will be to fail to take advantage of the deep-seated devotion of the 
vast majority of Amarioan Jews to the swiftest possible development of the State of 
Israel. n 

.ADDING Jm&BERS 

Rere is what Philip Meyers, Co-Chairman of the 1948 Cincinnati campaign and State 
Chairman of the UJA for Ohio, has to say about the purposes of the Committees 

ny certainly agree that those who do the work of colleotlng the huge sums being 
collected in this country, those who give not only of their own time but moat liberally 
of their money, should have a voice in the governing bodies of the agencies for which 
the money is being oolleoted. 

nr believe that the Committee will have the support of all of us here in Cincinnati 
who have been oonneoted with mone7-raisi.rig endeavors." 

Rudolph E. Lifson, Chairman of the New Jersey Region of the UJA, and former Chairman 
of the Elizabeth campaign says: 

"I am completely in agreement with your point of view and want to lend 'f!!f moral 
support to your program. If there is anything that I oan do to be of assistance to 
the Cormnittee, I will be glad to offer my services. 

"!!rs. Lifson, who has been co-chairman of the Women's Division of the United Jewish 
Appeal in Elizabeth for the last five years, feels exactly as I do and wants to add 
her support to your Committee.• 

Howard T. Saperston, attorney and one of the outstanding leaders of the Buffalo 
Jewish community> says: 

"I would be very glad to associate myself with your Committee." 

0 0 0 
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UPA OFFE.RS REPRESENTATION 

That the pressure exerted by the Conu!littee o~ Contributors and 

Workers is being felt is reflected in the hasty -- though completely 

inadequate -- action which the United Palestine Appeal is now taking. 

For some twenty years now, the UPA has been a closed corporation, 

dominated by the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth -- and, since 1941, 

by the Zionist Organization of Anierica. In the month that the Com

mittee of Contributors has been operating, more reforms have been 

considered by the UPA than in the last generation. 

BUT the reforms are only superficial. They are merely designed 

to take the heat off the UPA. They do not go to the root of the 

problems touched upon by the Committee of Contributors. This is im

portant to remember so that Federations, Welfare Funds and Connnunity 

Councils will not be taken in by the vague, if flattering, attention 

now being paid them by the UPA. 

(1) The UPA last week sent a telegram to Welfare Funds saying that 

"in order strengthen fund-raising machinery in interest of JeVlish 

needs in Europe and Israel, the United Palestine Appeal now proceeding 

to broaden its structure, in cooperation with the communities and 

Welfare Fund organizations. Executive Conunittee UPA at its meeting 
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October 21st adopted unanimous decision in favor broadening basis of 

representation on all its governing bodies by includill!t additional 

representatives of commWlities and Welfare Funds •••• and also adopted 

further important plans to increase UPA functions and authority. " 

The UPA telegram goes on to ask the Welfare Fund for "desi~nation 

by your group of two members of your Board who would be available for 

consultation by correspondence or if necessary also by perscnal con

ferences." 

{2) At the very same time, Sidney Marks, Executive Director of 

the Zionist Organization of ~merica, sent a telegram to Zionist Dis

trict presidents, pointing out that a telegrem haa been sent to the 

local \ielfare Fund asking for the designation of ~embers available for 

consultation "reearding proposed plan t'or placing representatives on 

all UPA governing bod:ies to extent of one-third. 11 

The Zionist machinery is then called upon to "contact your Wel 

fare Fund leaders to induce full, friendly cooperation with UPA, es 

pecially and more particularly by their designating two or three per

sons for consultation." 

To add to the pressure, Rabbi Jerome Unger, Assistant Executive 

Director, followed up with another telegram to the Zionist district 

heads . This time, "Dr. Neumann (President of z.o.A. ) urges your speed

iest response concernine designation your ~elfare Fund representative 

for national UPA matters." To make sure there is no misunderstanding, 

the telegram urges "necessary have important and friendly individuals 

designated . " 

In none of the telegrams does either the UPA or ZOA, which to all 

intents and purposes is now fully running the UPA (with ell the ZOA 

lay and executive leadership called into action for that purpose) 
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point out that representation on the UPA is meanin~less, as lon~ as 

the UPA has no power . 

IN OTHhR ViORDS, THB WELFARE FUNDS OF AMERICA ARE Bl:.ING ASKED TO 

GITh RiSPECTABILITY TO UP.A OPbRATIONS \"JITHOUT IN ANY REAL V:A.Y SHARING 

IN THE FUNDAMENTAL POWBRS THAT COt-.iMUNITIES SHOULD HAVE BECAUSE IT IS 

THhY \ffiO RAISE THE MONEY. 

VIE \":E.LCOME NEW 1!EMBE.RS 

The list of those formally associating themselves with the Com

mittee of Contributors and Workers grows steadily. 

\'ie are glad to welcome Bernard Alexander of' Trenton, N.J., s.f'

fectionately known as "Barney" by thousands of f'riends in the State 

of New Jersey, to whose Jewish communal development he has been en 

outstanding contributor. 

Another new member is Monroe D. Trichter or Trimount Clothing 

Co., Boston, whose generosity and labor for the Boston Combined Jew

ish Appeal have been among the important reasons for the success of 

that community's enterprises. 

Julius Goodman, one of the mainstays of the Jewish connnunity of 

Troy, U.Y., is also in "complete agreement 11 with the Committee of 

Contributors. 

Benjal!lln Soslend, one of the important printers and publishers 

of Kansas City, Ho., is another welcome addition to our membership. 

THE MISSING MESSAGE 

The UPA asked Eliezer Kaplan, Finance I~inister of the Ste.te of 

Israel, to send a message to its conference last week-end in Chicago. 

A cable was sent from Tel Aviv - - and received. But the message was 

not read at Chicago. 
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Could it have been because this appeared in that message? 

"Vision and realistic approach are essential at this fateful 

hour . Unity of all forces and reorganization are imperative for the 

fulfillment of this tremendous task . " 



Abraham Feinberg 
Chairman 

6 East 3~th Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 

Joseph Shulman 
Secretary 

- . - . - - - ~ ~ - - ~ - - - - - . - - - - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - -
No. 2 November 6, 1948 

- - - - - - - .. -- - - - .. - - - .. - . - -- - - .. - --- -- - - - -
Private and Not For Publication 

Mee ting; with UPA 

Since the meeting iri Pittsburgh on Octobe~ 22nd, your officers 
have tried consoient1ous1y to negotiate with the United Palestine 
Appeal to bring about an effective reorganization of that body. At 
a meeting of the UPA Executive Committee, a resolution was adopted 
prohibiting any contact between UPA representatives and officers o~ 
the Committee of Contributors. Nevertheless, there has been such 
contact. 

(1) The Board of DirectQra of the Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare FUnds, at Pittsburgh on October 23, adopted unanimously 
a resolution to name a committee to "resolve the differences." The 
resolution included a suggestion that Rliezer Kaplan, Israeli 
Finance Minister, might be invited to this country. The Camnittee 
of Contributors was approached. It agreed wholeheartedly to accept 
Mr. Kaplan as mediator or negotiator or in any other capacity. The 
UPA Executive Committee has declined to take action on the sugges
tion. 

(2) On Friday, October 29 1 representatives of the Committee 
met with spokesmen for the Council of Federations and explained the 
Committee point of view. On November 1, officers of the UPA met 
with Council of Federations spokesmen and indicated what their 
views were. 'l'brough Council intervention, a meeting of the UPA 
and Committee representatives was arranged on November 3 and then 
again on November 4, At this latter meeting, Stanley Meyers, 
President of the Council of Federations, Edwin Rosenberg, of 
New York, and Philip Bernstein, Assistant Director of the Council, 
were present. 

(3) The UPA spokesmen, Herman L. Weisman, Charles Ress and 
Benjamin Browdy, emphasized that they could not commit their organ1~
at1on since final action had to be taken by the Keren Hayesod and 
Keren Kayemeth (the parent organizations of UPA). ldr. Weisman 
reduced to writing a program essentially as follows: {a) that one 
third representation on the governing bodies of the UPA be given 
to the communities; (b) that the UPA name its own officers; that 
any decision with respect to terms of a United Jewish Appeal be 



subject to ratification by Keren Hayesod e.nd Keren Kayemeth; that 
all income be remitted in equal parts to the New York offices ot 
the Keren Hayesod and Keren Ke.yemeth; that no appropriations be 
made by Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth unless approval shall have 
been given by the UPA, and in that event, the approval is to con
stitute a reconmendation to the Jewish Agency for Palestine; that 
1n the event of disapproval of a project by 70% of those present at 
a UPA meeting, there shall be no further recourse to the Jewish 
Agency. 

(4) 1be representatives of the COD1Dittee stated that they could 
not make any comnitment as to whether these terms were considered 
satisfactory but would call a meeting of the Comnittee to consider 1t. 

CHARGES AGAINST UPA 

Rabbi Stephen s. Wise, ot Bew York, and Charles J. Rosenbloan, 
of Pittsburgh, both formerly National Chairmen of the United Palestine 
Appeal, last week sent a telegram to members throughout the country 
pointing out that no meeting of the Board of Directors of the United 
Palestine Appeal has been called to deal with the vital issues facing 
that body. The two leaders stated that all decisions have been made 
by "the smaller Executive Camnittee" of' the UPA, whereas the full 
power for conduct of the affairs of the UPA lies with the Board of 
Directors. It is understood that scores of members of the UPA Board 
have wired to Rabbi Israel Goldstein. UPA Chairman, demanding that 
a Board meeting be held. At the meeting of the UPA Executive 
Committee on November 2, the question or calling a Board meeting was 
considered but action was deferred. Suggestions that a meeting of 
the Board be held 1n Chicago, to coincide with the UPA national 
conference, were not acted upon. Members of the Board of UPA have 
emphasized that in the most crucial issues that have ever faced the 
UPA, involving such matters as the demand for reconstitution of the 
UPA to broaden representation and an invitation to Eliezer Kaplan to 
oome to the united States to deal with the critical situation, the 
Board of Directors was completely ignored. 

CABLE FROM BERL LOCKER 

In response to a cable from the officers of the Canmittee of 
Contributors, assuring the Jewish Agency in Israel that its activities 
were designed to strengthen fund-raising for Israel in this country• 
Berl Locker, Chairman of the Executive of the Jewish Agency, pleaded 
that "everybody concerned must make extreme effort restore unit)' 
and maintain harmonious cooperation." Mr. Locker urged abstention 
from preparations for an independent campaign and said he was on his 
war to the United States nnd would be here next week. 

ADDING MEMBERS 

Here is what Philip Meyers, Co-Chainnan of the 1948 Cincinnati 
campaign and State Chairman of the UJA for Ohio, has to say about 
the purposes of the Committee: 
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ttr certainly agree that those who do the work of collecting the 
huge sums being collected in this country, those who give not only 
of their own time but most liberally of their money, should have a 
voice 1n the governing bodies of the agencies for which the money 
is being collected. 

"I believe that the CCIDIDittee will have the support of all or 
us 1here 1n Cincinnati who have been connected with money-raising 
endeavors." 

Rudolph E. Litson, Chairman of the New Jerse1 Region ot the 
UJA, and former Chairman of the Elizabeth campaign says: 

"I em completely in agreement with your point ot view and 
want to lend my moral support to your program. If' there 1.s anything 
that I can do to be of assistance to the Caamittee, I will be glad 
to offer my services. 

~Mrs. Lifson, who has been co-cha1nnan of the Wanen•s, Division 
of the United Jew18h Appeal in Elizabeth tor the last five years, 
feels exactly as I do and wants to add her support to your Committee." 

Boward T. Saperston, attorney and one of the outstanding leaders 
of the' Buffalo Jewish comnun1ty, says: 

"I would be very glad to associate myself with your Canmlttee." 

0 0 0 
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4l East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 

November 11, 1948 

l·1EMORANDUM - .... ---~- ... _. .... 
I 

Officers o~ Welfare Funds 

Berman Le Weiean, Acting !tetional Chairman, United Palestine .A:ppeal~ 

S~TI Progress report on comi:nmi ty representetlon in UPA. 

In recent months, the of:!'i cers ancl the becutive Comm1 ttee of the UN. he-ve 

been eonsidtt1Il€; formal changes in the governing bodies of the United Palestine 

Appeal, so es to enlarge the perticipPtion of representFtives of the organised 

Jewish comm.mi.ties in the effelrs and the adninistretion of the UPA. While thMe 

has been no demand from the cooounities for repr.esentBtion, e nw:iber of t>eople 

identified ...t. th the UPA itself have urged the chenges referred to. 

The emergence of Isreel es the prime f~ctor in the fund reising prospeota ln 

the United States, end the nagriificent role pleyed by Jews of ell eleoents in the 

unprecedented res~onse to Jet1.sh needs in the last few years underscore3 the 

desirability of a strong and effective UPA. 

Looking f orwsrd to an even greater effort in the coming yeo.r, the Executive 

Cocmittee, on October 21st, passed the following reeclution: 

"The Executive C'Jtlmittee, having hell.rd the progress re~ort rendered by 
· the representatives ~f the Keran Hayesod~ and the Je~"ish National Fund 

on the subject ~f widening the basiG of representation on the governing 
bodies of the United falestine Appeal 

RESOLVES that the Exe~"Utive Committee views with favor the inclusion 
on the governing bodies of the United Falestine Appeol of representatives 
of Jewish communitiec, welfare funds ruid federations up to one-third of 
the metlbe:rship of such g cve:rning bodies by a p1·ccedu:i:e to be determined 
in consultation \olith 1ecogruzed leaders of' communit!.es and welfare funds 
organizationso The Execut~ve Ccl!ll!littee reeolil!Ilends ~his plan to the Keron 
Hayesod and the Jewish National Fund for approval and. early action by 
their governing bodies." 

This recsolution \'1as apprcved in principle by the American Section of the 

Jewish Agency for Palestine. the Keren Hayescd and the Jewish Nationlll Fund. 
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!rhe Executive Committee e.lso unanimously approved the report of its own sub-

cor:ll!littee, which called for a revision of the povers of the United Palestine 

Appeal as follows: 

"With regard to appropriations to bodies end f er purposes other than 
Xeren Hayescd and Keren Kayemeth, the proced1ire shall be as heretofore; 
these bodies shall pass upon those r equests for ol.locations, shall make 
a reccmmendaticn to the Jewish Agency for Palestine, whose decision 
shall be bindi~,but they add that the Executive Cocunittee of the UPA 
shall have notice of such request, shall have the right to debate it and 
c~me to n decision to recommend or not t o recoDl:lend. If they lll"e in 
agreement with it, the two bodies will join in the commendation to the 
Jewish Agency. If t~ey differ, they will have the right to c~r::municate 
to the Jewish Agency f or ?alestine their opinion, and in any case the 
decision of the Jewish Agency shall be binding. n 

COlr.FEBEUCE OF THE COUNCIL OF JE\(ISH FEDERATIONS AND VELFARS J'UlmS 

On October 22 and 23 1 at n oeeting of the thirty ciajor cities, sponscred by 

the CJFWF in Pittsburgh, the Chaiman of the UPA, Dr. Isrnel Goldstein and Hercan 

Le WeiSP.la.?l, then Co-Chaimo.n of its Executive Cocmittee, reiterated their accept-

ance of this proposal and reported the a.dopticn of the r esoluti on of October 21s t 

and declared their readiness t o ccnsUlt with the r,JFWF nnd the cornmun.ities on 

the manner for iDpleoenting thh reeclution. 

IIlll!ledietely thereafter, the Executive Cc:mz:d.ttee of the UPA authorized the 

appoint~ent of a sul>-cOI:llllittee which was to meet with a sil!liler sul>-coJl!Clittee of 

the CJFWF for the purpose of explcring techniques end procedures for involving 

the comcuni ties in the governing bodies of the UP.A. 

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSALS 

Since the meetir.g of the CJF'WF i n Pittsburgh and in ccnjunction with a 

cocmittee set up by the CJFWF, the sub-comtlittee of the UPA has had n.uoerous 

meetings with gr~ups interested i~ this matter. The committee of the iJPA has 

been completely at the disposal cf the CJFWF comoittee for discussions on any 

aspect of this problem. 

A.t its last meeting on Wednesday, Noveober Jrd, the Executive Col:ll:littee of 

the UPA received the rep rt of its sub-coml:littee and discussed the probleI:J of 

tho conmittee•s effcrt.s to find a ceons of icplenentation. It became evident 

• 



• • - ) -

that a direct approach tc co::lrnlllities and consultation with their leadershir wns 

advisable ili order to crns\llt with qualified leaders ab cut a. formula which would 

be both feaaible and satisfactor7 t~ tbe coo:::iunities. 

After infc.rcing the CJFWF of its ccntem;o, the following wire was dispatched 

to the oajor Welfare funds thrcU&hout the country: 

'1KI1TDLY CO~"'VEY FOLI.OWnm ntFOPJiATIOU ~o on:c-::ris AD BOJ...P.D ?-t=.i'.:EES STOP 

IN CONNECTION PP.EP~TIONG FOR 1949 UNIFIED C.P1·1PAIGN FOR OVERSEAS NEDS 

TO DROAIB!T ITS STr.UCTURE IN CCOPEP •. ATI0?.1 WITH COMMUlfITIES AJB WFJ-.F.ARE 

FUND ORG.AlfIZATIOl:S $TOP EXEc;JTIVE COM~UTTTl'.....E. U?A AT ITG :r?TUTG CCTOB3R 

TW:ENTYFL":tST J..IX)PTED )UNArlIMOUS :IECISION IN FAVOR :BRO.m!NHTG BASIS OF 

IIBPR3SE?;:J._TIOF. ON ALL !TS GO\i ~R...'!Uln 30:1.ES BY I:lC!CTGlG ADDITIO!!.U. 

rn ALSO ADOPTED FU?.TEER IMPORWr! PLA.."'TS TO IliCP.".A.SE i.JTA FU!iCTIONS AJ;TD 

AUTHORITY STOP UPA DESinous :E..~ISTING A~ ONCE C00~3P..AT10J REP.P.ESE!l'IATI\135 

COMNTJ1ilTIES AI.w WELFARE FtTh~ FOR TEE FUF.POS.ES OF co?rnULTATION FOR l3EST 

131 YOU~ GROUP. OF ~WO MEMBERS OF YOUR BO.QD WHO \•iOULD :BE AVAILABLE YO~ 

STOP CJFWF WIIOSE COOPEE.ATIVE :A'i'TITUilE WE G?.EATLY APPE.3CIATE IS "E'l<iIHG B?T 

COM:·1ITTEE UPA 295 MADISON 1s.'Vbln1.ii NEW YOBX 

Ul-.TITED PAi."1STINE APPEAL11 

• UP A co-;_cz-.nrCE 

On Noveober 6th and 7th, the llJlllU8.l neticnal conference cf the United 

Palestine Appea1 was convened at the PaL~er House in Chicago. The .!:latter" of 
. 

expanding the UPA bece::ie, of course, one of the major c~nsiderations to which 

the delegetee directed their attention. For oany hours the ilesolutions CoOJ:!ittoe 
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discussed every espect of tae probleJ:> end had an opportunity to hear presentations 

of many points of view. 

The discussions of the Resolutions Cclill!littee continued until the very lest 

session of the Conference at which a draft of a resolution wes presented to the 

plenary session. Again after consideration of all points of view, the attached 

r esolution was unanimously adopted. (Ai:pendix A). 

VIEWS OF I SliA.-;L 

Coincidi~ with these develr.pmenta, the Jewish .Agency Executive both in its 

.Americen section and in the section residing in Jerusalem gave consideration to 

these proposals. There wes e.n unanimous agree."lent on the importance of fac111 tat

ing the implementation of a plan for broruiening representation on the United 

Palestine Appeal at the very earliest coment. On several occasions the Jewish 

.Agency Executive in Palestine, in cCtbled and telephonic rnessl!f;eS both to the United 

Palestine Appeal end to the American section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 

urged this in order to assure e completely united effort in behalf of Israel 1n 

this crucial period. (etteched herewith are co~ies of cabled Dessages (appendix B). 

nr. Goldstein, Treasurer of the Jewish Agency, .t!ede the following stateoents 

to the UPA Conference on November 7th, after Mr. Weisman reported that the above 

resolutions repr~santed substantial at;reement1 

"As all of you know, there has 'been a good dec.l of discussion in the air in 
the past number of weeks. I think it is a tribute to the Zionist devotion 
of nll concerned that we have come to unanimous agreement in the resolutions 
which have been adopted. I know thet these resolutions n.re in the spirit o! 
o. point cf vie't? conveyed on behalf of the Jevish Agency Executive in Jerusalem 
to the effect that any attempt for an inde~endent campaign is froth ·""1th the 
grnvest danger for our Col!ll!lon cause. That refers to a campaign for Israel 1~ 
dependent from the United Palestine Appeal• and I em sure that all of you will 
be able to go home with the renewed sense of reassurance, end will be able to 
te11 your coDI!lUllities that when it comes to the last test, Zionists are able 
to settle their diff erenees with dignity and with mutual respect. 

Therefore, this conference of the United Palestine Appeal can become a source 
of great strength for the future, can become a source of dynal:lic power with 
reference to the Unitei Jewish A.PPe~l of 1949• We have conferred upon o~ 
selves a tribute for stotesr:>anship in behe-1f of Israel and the Jews who need 
Israel. We go forth froa this conference strengthened for the future re
sponsibilities which face all of us together.w 
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Taking cognizance of tne need for unifyin& the rn~ny efforts which are 

being carried out in behalf of v3rious ralestine causes and in response to a 

resoluticn adopted by the Ccuncil of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds in 

Pittsburgh on October 2J , 1948 (appendixC). The United Plllestine Appeal con

ference ressed a resoltu1on disr.ouroging such independent efforts. (Appendix n). 

FROS~CTS 

The United P2.lestine Appeal is cogniznnt of the necessity of promptly 

organizing the United Jewish Appeal effort for 1949 and is, therefcre - even 

whi~e conducting these explorations - initi~ting discussions with the Joint 

Distribution CotlCittee, looking towe.rds the ~rly conBUl?l!!letion for :.m ngreet?ent 

f~ ~4~ 

In crder to bring to e successful conclasion the discussions regarding the 

reorganization of the United Palestine Appeal and the establishoent of the United 

Jewish Appeal for 1949, we urge you to give ifil::!lediate Dttention to the wired 

req~est for the appointment of representatives from your welfare funds, who 

will be a7ailab~e for consultation with the United Palestine Aupenl. 

We can assure ycu that the United P.nlestine Appeal is eager to bring about 

the most effective and representative org~nization which will ensure ~ co1:1pletely 

unified effort, enabling the .American Jewish coocunity to rise to the unprecedented 

opportunities for Jewiah resettleoent in Israe~ and ior the relief of our brethren 

oversees. 
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' ' APPENDIX A 

RESOiiUTION' PASSED BY M:AT!ON.AL C('NFERENCE 
CF THE UNITED PALESTI~lE APP!:AL P:ZLD IN CHI OAIJ.O 

AT THE PALMER RCJl'SE 
Sunday, November 7th. 1948 

-
XESOLU'tlON Clir STRENGT~NING UPA 

In view of tbe heaV'/ respcnsibilities assumed b¥ the Jewish Agency for 
Paleotine in agreemont with the State of Israel and the increa3ed financial 
requirements that are necessary for the ad.mission, absorption and. resetblement 
of the free and vastly augtnentcd ntream of Jewish immigration into Palestine 
now proceeding at a rate exceeding 100,000 per year, and conscious of the 
corre~ponding responsibility resting upon .AI:lerican Jews in that regard, we 
the delegates assembled at the National Conference of the United Palestine 
Appeal on November ?, 1948, at the Palmer F.ouse, i~ the city of Chicago 

HEIREJ3Y RESCLVE THAT 

1) the United Palestine Appeal do everything in its power to mobilize the 
continued support and generosity nf American Jewry in behal! of tbe people of 
Israel and the Q!i!l-1 pouring into that count r:r on a scale cor.unensurate with 
the demonstrated needs and the creative opportunity for the rapid upbuilding 
~f the Jewiah homeland; 

2) the National Conference of the UPA notes with approval the steps which 
have been taken by the Executive Conmittee of the UPA to strengthen the UPA 
as the central fund-raising instrument of ~merican Jews for the up'building of 
Israel and its expressed intention to provide for increased representation of 
Jewish communities and welfare funds in the governing bodies of the UPA as 
reflected in the res~lution unanimous~v adopted by the Executive C~mmittee on 
October 21, 1948, namely: 

"The Executive Committee views with favor the inclusion on t1:e 
governing bndics of the UFA nf representatives of Jewish com
munities , welfare funds and federations to the extent of one
third of the membership of such governing bodies by a pro
cedure to be determineq. in consultation with recognized 
leaders of communities and welfare funds organization3. The 
Executive C~nu:ii ttec reco::L.'nends this pla~ to the Palestine 
Foundation Fund and the Jewi3h National Fund for approval and 
early action by their governing bodies . " 

3) It is understood that under the rules and regulations of the Zionist 
Movement , final authority for determining the allocation of funds raised for 
Jewiah needs in Israel continues to rest with the Jewish Agency £or Palestine , 
the Keren Kayemeth in Jerusalem and the central institutions which are vested 
with appropriate authority by the World Zionist Congress . As in the past, the 
proceeds of the UJA campaign received by the UFA (less its operational expenses) 
will continue to be remitted in equal i;erts t~ the cffices in New York, of the 
Palestine Foundation Fund (Keren E'.ayeaod) and the Jewish National Fund. It is 
likewise understood that all final decisions regarding allocations ~nd appro
priations of funds raised by the UPA and its constituents, the Keren Hayesod . - . ~· .- ,, ; .... ~ 
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and Keren Xa~eth, with the excepti~n ~f ad.":'.inistrative budgets. are in the 
coi:petence of the ~ive of the Jewish Ag~ncy for Palestine and the 
Xeren Kayemeth 4f Jerusalem~ with~ut thereby affectin.g the existing structure 
~d praeticea ~f the A::er!can Jewish National Fund and the American Palesti~e 
Foundation Fund or their right to c~nsider proposals and recol:ll'lendations fnr 
allocation3 1~ ~r on bel:alf ,f Palestine. The UPa shall also have the corres
ponding ~r tf'I CDnaider all such prcposels and to rneke its own recoCl!llendationa 
with regard t~ them. 
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Ul1I~'.ED PjLESTI~ !PPE.AL - PA!MER HOUSE - CHICAGO, ILL. 

HEARTIES! Glm:Tl:ti;S 1'0 UPA CCJHY£BTION. YOU ARE ASSiJ.IBLZD THIS FATEFUL HOUR ilTER 

A llAR OF GR3il OBJ>Eil, AND .GREATEST AGEIEVFKEN'l'S. THE ARMED FORCES, TH3 FLO'liER 

Oi' YOUTES OF ISRAEL, S~ THE TES'!' OF :i3A1'TLE OF SURVIVAL AW PR011ECTED OUR RIGHTS 

TO LIFE AND FREEDOM AND OUR POSSIBILITIES FOR FUTURE DE1ELOHmN'l'. EIGHTY TEOUS!ND 

IMMIGRANTS SO F.<\R :m:NTEREIJ ISRAEL THIS YEAR. NJ!!ARLY .FORTY NEW SETTLll!ENTS WERE 

ESTABLISHED. A NEW ROA.'O .ilID A NEW WJ.'1$R AND LIFELINE TO JEB.USALll-1 W~ COR>TBUCTZD. 

ISRAEL AND J'BWISH PEOPLE FACIID THIS YE.Ai GIGL,,IC TASKS WHILE TSE WAR FOR FBEZDOM 

Alm EX!S~~E IS STlLL RAG1?17 AND THE P.ETt'RN TO ZION OliLY COKMJ.:t.~U\G. BEFORE US 

THERE ~ DAZZLI.m 50SBCT3 A.ND t-iOlil'AL DAB:TERS IB COmIECTI01f ''lITlI FIBAL DEFE$E 

ill> COBSOLIDATIOY OF THE STA..'"E OF ISR..\EL AlID TEE Ll\olTT.1.D.ll'ION OF THE TRAGIC 

BUOOEE PBOBIJM IB THE DllSFQRA. THE' YISHUV WHICil SJ.clllFI~ED :BLOOD AW TRE.A.StlllE 

Jt"IB'Y•s liF..SFO.NSIBILlTY. FOR TliE FIBST 7IJG SI:&"CE T".~o THO\JSAHD naRS THE GATES 

OF ZlO~ A"S'ti: WIDELY 0.1:-ZN TO rns. BUT THE F.t:MBER OF Il·lMlGRABTS IS DEPEliiDElT FIRST 

- .JJID FOEa:.:.WST ON Tira GREAT AMERICAN JEWRY'S BEA.T,IZJ.!r!O.ll' OF B.ISTOJUCl.AL BES.i-OmI;lII.IIJff. 

- -

TE3 .A.l'A.ILABI.LITY OF Ftr.:.IDS IS TIB OULY Lll·UT FOR I!!MIQRATIC?l. EVERY n::UGRAl'T1S 

!'Ill3.'T ~T.U\I.TSE:4EBT IS m:.tUI.lU?G $500. HIS FULL SET-l!LEKElir $2.000. VISI.OH ilD 

_.BEAT.IS~C .APP.ROACH ABE F.SSEm'UL AT THlS FA!l!E.FUL HOUR. UlUTY OF ALL FORCES AND • 

J'!Ien.Y ID!LIEV.E. AkER!CJJi JEWRY WITH ITS SPLENDID BECO.aD OF ACHIEVEM'ZA~S Ill THE · 

LAST FEW Il'.ARS WILL PROVE E~UAL TO TRIS E1W?'OUS TASK. GREATER m'QRTS .Al.ID 

"-SACIUFIC]:$ ABE THE .FBE-COlIDinO.?l FOR SUCCESS. AMERICAB JE.rat TCOX tr.tiON IfSELJ' 
' 



~y or THE JEWISH AGE~m. HIS succxss IS !00£N!Wl1 IUIHLY OB YOUR 

BlrFO!lTS. I ROPE YOU WILL F!BD THE WAY FOR AN UNIFIED CAMPAIGN WlilCH WILL 

ASSUBE MAmUL ME.ws AND THE CONSUMMATION OF THE GREAT DREAI•l OF OUR 

BETUBN TO THE JEWISH HOUET·AND • 

• 

• 
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MESSA'lE FROM TEE JE\'!IS:I AG.ENCY ~ )R PA!..ESTI:1E IN JERUSAL:EM 
November 9, 1948 

-.- .- .-.-.-.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

TO UPA C01iT...,...nE~CE CEICA'J.0 

TEE EXEOUTIVE OF ?FE JE\HS.2 AIJ.EN'CY I!T JIRUS~L»~ SENDS YOU MOST CORDIAL GREETIN"....S 
A:;.'W Wl SHES FCR ':-BE SUCCESS CF YOUR JELIEm1T! C'N;:i . '!'R::: TASK. OF TF.E JE':!I SH AG.ENCY 
A..'ifil ITS FI ~~A!'CIAL I:iST?.UJ.SN!S , Tlf.E lCE?.El1 E.~YESOD JilID TEl: :KEREN llTIMETR, RAS 
.ASSi.n.1:SD l·:IDEST SCOf'E Li ~FIS 1'2A :F IFDEPEND~CE. \:.1fI::.E IS.."L\EL 1 S iSEMY, :'.A.VY 
A.l® AIR :10RCE ARE H7SCiUEP1(} ~LGRI".'.TTS PA(}ES OF THE STCRY CF JEWISH .!'!..::.rt~ISM, 
T~ WORK CF SALVA'::ICN AND RECOl~STRUCTI')N MU .. T COll'TU'!UE AT Erm GRJWT:JG SCALE. 
TKE .U.IY.a.H ffil.S F1-i.C:-IZD lIDM~.:i \'.'RICE .a.:.-tz WITHOU'l COMP.aR!SC!~ nr T!-:Z HISTORY 
C~ CUR RJ.."""'l'UR.){. !IE T.l\SK OP .E.CJCEIVI:TG, !!~USI~G ~ID ABSC..."CG:I!i'G 1-WiY TECU&\.NDS 
l\m BY 'itw'EBX RAIS£$ 1S]Jl.EJ:ID0US OBGANIZATIOSAL A.TID .FPT.n:·cv~ .FRC:EL:EI:s. m 
SET'l'LEME!-'TS AP.E 1JPSPRI:mr::ra I1'! D!:i.:::.t-~ P.ARTs er '!'EE cc7;:i'.!'RY. mvAL ~rn 
DEVELOPMENT OF JERUSl'LF'.f EAS ~EOC~ E CEll'IRAL ISS'JE FCR \',"FOUJ MOTIMEHT. THESE 
AMD OTEER TASKS ARE ':'EE ro:::·c .. sIBILITY CF TEE W~O!.E .;zKISF PEOPLE. iiMBICAN 
JEWRY' s CD.™1. PJSITICN LI TF.IS F.ISTCRIC EFFt.:R1 rs C:DVIOTTS. \l"E DW.f','LY DEPLORE 
DIFFE!miCES U.S • .d.. ENM!'fG3RI:'iG HABMOF.Y IN :'HIS CP.UC!AL HCUE. . A!::Y S?LIT 
DISASTRCUS. UNITY ClF ACTIOM MUST :BE MAINT.AI:mD. TEE U'.:HTED PAES':lrU: .aFPE.lli, 
"w1tOSE COl'TlUlm'TICN TC UPFJI LDING ERETZ IS..'tf.AEL SO GRLi.T MU~T hl:MAIN THE MAINSTAY 
OF .AMERICAN JS'.'1RY 1 s 3Fi'CRT FOR ISliEL. WE AP.E CC':!IE'IDENT TF..AT YCUR crm-EREllOE 
WIL~ BE ANI1'A'TIED :pv Z:E1 SE CF RIG~:: AESPC?!S!EI1ITY A.!ID s::A'::3?·!.ii..~S!UP. OUR 
CJ1.AIRl·!A!1' WILL LEAVE SCONEST F~ STX:'ES, TC CO?~SU.t.tr WI:'H CJL:&'JUES .i\ND FRIEIIDS 
ON W.lYS A..._"D J.~v..:.Ns CF SECORElG ::831.'.>T I!iT:Ef:])STS CTJR GREA"r CAUS:U. SHALOM . 

EXECUTIVE JEW! SH AGE!TCY' JERUSALEM 

l!::RL LCCIGB. - CE.\I fil.tlli 



WESTERN UNION 

NC2 54 PD-WUX NEWYORK NY 5 1231P-

DR ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
HOTEL PALMER HOUSE CHGO 

FOLLOWING CABLE ADDRESSED JEVAGENCY JUST RECE!VED FROM 
LOCKER QUOTE HAVE CABLED TODAY FEIHBERG SROLMAN QUOTE 
YOUi!S 31 OCTOBER G11Eh""LY A:PPRECIATED WROLEHBARTEDLY 
ACCEPTING YOUR A.SSUlU.NCE DEVOTIOM TO ISRAEL STOP VIEW 
WITH GRAVEST APPREHENSION ANY ACTION WIDEMING :BREACH 
THIS FATEFUL JUNCTUP.E '.':JVERYJ30DY CONCE..?OO!!D MUST MAKE 
ZXTRl'OO: EFFORT RESTORE UNITY AND MAINTAI?T HA..l{M)N!OUS 
COOPERATION STOP THIS CERTAINLY POSSIBLE BASIS com;.m:ss 
DECISIONS STOP CONSIDER ATTEMPT INDEPElIDENT CAMPAIGN 
FRAUGHT GRAVEST DANG-ERS OUR OOMM>N CA.USE AND URGE YOU 
ABSTAIN Alf'! PgfA.RAT!ONS THIS DIRECTION STOP LEAVING 
FOR USA NEXT UEK UllQ,UOTE. 



NATIOl!AL PLA.NlTllTG co:"TEREl-TOE OF LARGE CITIES 
October 24, 1948--- Pittsburgh, Pa. 

RESOLUrION JJ)()p!'!ID ON IlID:EPENDE!lT APPEALS 

At a National Plennir.ig Conference of the thirty largest 

communities in Pittsburgh on Sunaay, October 24, 1948, it was a.gl"eed that 

the holding of ind!!Peildent eampai~s for food, materile, or eash contri-

butions for needs in Europe and Iara.el to supplement the services and 

programs of the JDC and the UPA, is harmful to the best interests of 

the causes served by these agencies because it tends to divert energies 

and funds from the UJA, which hap the basic responsibility of meeting 

these needs in Europe and Israel. 

\f e therefore strongly recommend that the UJA be asked 

to ass~e the respon~lbility of clearing with its bene£1cia.ries and with 

any related agencies, the validity of such independent al>peale of new 

organizations and/or projects not existing prior to 194;, and advise the 

Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, the ltelfara fUmda of the 

country. and all other interesteQ. agencies '.1bether these appeals he.ve .its 

endoresement and deserve support. 

Be it further resolved that the UJA be asked to .implement 

this resolution immediately and advise the Council of Jewish Federations 

and Welfare Funds of its action on this resolution. 
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.APPZNJ)IX D 

RESClli"Tio:- ?P.ESEN'l'~ TO TIU1 :t.1.TIONAL CO~T::::'.B'Z~CE 
OF ?EZ mrrED FALEST!'!JE APPEAL 

HELD I::" CF.IC.A 10, ILL. AT TE Pil.IHill EQUSE 
Sunday, November 7, 1948 

We the delegates assembled at the National Conference of the United 
Palestine Appeal, sole!DD.ly reaffirm theposition which the United Palestine 
Appeal has occupied for a quarter of a century as the ce~tral and official 
fund-raisins agency of Americsn Jewry, for Palestine and Israel, representing 
the t~o rr.ajor Zionist Funds, Keren P.ayesod (?alestine Foundation~), Keren 
Kayemeth a~d official~v reco~lzea by tr.e ~orld Zionist Organization and the 
JPwish Agency for PDl.estine. Realizing the crucial importance of the 1949 
c~aign for the future cf Israel and the need for the maximum concentration 
of effort, and the necessity for unified ana dizciplined action, we call 
u~on all Jews sincerel.v devoted to the Cauee , to reduce to a miniT!IUl!I the 
confi.ision, overlapping and consequent harm that are bound to result f1:'orn 
separate appeals for funds for Israel • 



AGENDA 

COMIUTTEE OF COllTlill3UTQRS AlID UC 

Noveober 11, 1948 - 5:00 P.M. 

HATIO!!AL D];l40CRATIC CLU:S, mr YOBX 

Abraha.o Feinberg, Cba1rnan 
presiding 

I REPORT OU ID:GOTIATIOBS SI!1CE OCTO::Bml 22 

(a) Meetings with UPA 
(b) Meetings uith Council of Federations 

-Draft of Noveober 4 (Appelldix A) 

131 Joseph sm1]nan 

II :REPORT ON UPA CONF.ERLNCE, m!Icts.GO, NOVEH'.iE..'i S.:-7 

-UPA Resolution (Appendi:t B) 
:By Harold J. Goldenberg 

III OTHER NEGOTIATIONS 

(a) Status of Eliezer Ka.plan 
(b) Status of Berl Locker 

IV FITRTHFrR ACTIOlJ 

General Discussion 
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Abraham Feinberg 
Chairman 

CO~TTEE OF CON1'lU:2U"!'ORS 

6 East 34th Street 

New York 16, N.Y. 

Joseph Shulman 
Secretary 

Fred Konosson 
Treasurer 

---------------------------~-----~-~-----

Number 4 November 19, 1948 

-----------------------------------------
PRIVATE A!!D NOT roR PUBLICATION 

A REPORT mT NEOOTIATIOllS 

As a result of steps taken bi representatives of the Council of Jewish 

Federations and Welfare ]Unds, a meeting was held at the Council office in New 

York City on 'lbursday, November 18 to disc~ft~ the reconstitution of the United 

Palestine Appeal. It began at 10:00 A.~. 

Kr. F.d.win Rosenberg presided a.a cha:!. T1!laD. of the sub-commit tee of tbe 

Council of Federations. He rras joined by .Messrs. Hal'T'J L. Lurie, Executive 

Director of the Council and Philip Bernstein, his Associate. Mr. Emanuel 

Neumann, President of the Zionist Organization of America. and Mr. Herman L. 

Weisman, Acting National Chairman of the United Palestine A~peal, represented 

the U.P.A. The Committee of Contributors to the U.J.A. was represented by 

Abraham Feinberg, Joseph Shulman, . Fred iionosson, Harold Goldenberg and Sunuel 

Rothberg. 

The only topic reviewed was the demand of the Committee 0£ Contributors 

that funds obtained by the OPA must be remitted directly and promptly to 

Palestine instead of being channelled through the New York office of the 

Palestine Foundation Fund and Jewish National FUnd. 

Messrs. Neumann and Weisman read at great length the resolutions 

adopted by the World Zionist Congress in 1946 in attempting to prove that the 

position they were taking, that funds should be channelled through :New Y0 rk, was 
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justified. The spokesmen for the CoC11Dittee of Contributors pointed out that they 

were not bound by the decisions of tlre World Zionist Congress. ~eir views were 

prompted. by their feeling that the American Jewish community ~ants a situation 

whereby all the funds would be channelled promptly to ~alestine and be made 

available instantly. They made reference to the fa.ct that in tbe pa.st there had 

been unnecessary delqs in transmission. 

During the first session which lasted from 10:00 AM until 12:45 PM, the 

represent a tives of the U.P.A. declined. under all circumstances to yield to the 

fundamental point. !'hey insisted that it •ould be interpreted in the country as 

a condemnation of the practices of the past if the present method of transmitticg 

funds were abandoned. The members of the Conmittee of Contributors said that 

they were not interested in makin& criticism of the past but solely in establish-

ing a procedure for the future that would be to Israel's best interest. 

!l'he meeting adjourned at 12:45 PM with a seeming impasse. The dis-

cussions were resumed at 2:00 PJlfi and during the next three-and-a...half hours the 

continuous insistence by the Committee of Contributors resulted in a change-about 

in the position of' the UP A spokesmen. They finally agreed that the .funds should 

be made availaole by the UFA directly to Pale.>tine. Accordingly, the following 

point was e.greed upon and initialed: 

"The UP.A will with the greatest promptitude make available the 
proceeds of the 1949 car:xpaign to the principal beneficiaries. 
namely the Treasury of the Je"Tisb Agency for Palestine, and the 
head offices of the Keren HaYesod and Keren K?.Yemeth in Israel, 
and will disburse such funds tb.ough agencies and procedures 
autboriz~d by thee." 

It should be noted. ho.,,ever, that Mr. lTeo.mann told the conferees that 

it ~as his intention to urge the authorities in Palestine to utilize the a~encies 

in New York as the instrui:entalities through which funds could be transmitted as 

in the past. 
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Further negotiations on all other points outstanding for a satis

factory reconstitution of the United Palestine Appeal were scheduled for 

Monday afternoon, Bovecber 22nd. 

Please do not assume any conclusion as a result of action taken on · 

the one point above. 

DmEMm!R 11- 12 

Have you made reservations for the Ritz- Carlton Hotel, Atlantic Oity, 

December 11th and 12th for tho !l"-tional Conference arranged by the Comr:i1 ttee 

of Oontri bu.tor•I 



[OMMfITEE OF [ONTBIBUTORS 
lo United Jewish Appeal 

ABRAHAM FEINBERG 
Cla4inn4n 

JOSF.PH SHULMAN 
Secnury 

FRED .MONOSSON 
Treamru 

6 East 34th Street 

New York City 

Babbi Herbert :rr1edm&ll9 

!empl• Jllanuel. 
1595 Pearl Street. 
DenTer. COlo. 

In accordance with your reque1t 1 I • enclosing 

herew1 th & complete aet of the 11ater1al aent out 

b7 the Co.a. Uee up to \hb date. 

11th warme•t peraoDal. regard•• I am 

~cla. 

JS/a. 



COMMITTEE OF CONTRIBUTORS AND WORKERS 

Abraham Feinberg 
Chairman 

Dear Friend: 

6 East 34th Street, New York City 

Joseph Shulman 
Secretary 

October 29, 1948 

The basis for the creation of the Committee of Contributors 
and Workers is: the Jews of Amer ica who r aise the funds and give the 
funds have a right to a voice in the administration of the funds . 

The Committee was formally establi shed at t he Hot el Henry, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. , on Fr iday, October 22, 1948, when some eighty men 
from thirty-five communities in t he United States came together to 
discuss the issues and adopt a program of acti on. 

We invite you formall y t o associate yoursel f with this 
Committee, and by your participation in its work to help achieve its 
obj ectives. 

At this time, we are urging that the United Palestine 
Appeal be reconstituted (a) so that the J ewish communities of Amer ica, 
through which the funds are raised, shall share adequately in the gov
erning bodies of the UPA; and (b) that these governing bodi es have 
complete power over disbursement of UPA :funds in the United States . 
We are convinced that acceptance of this proposal will immeasurabl y · 
strengthen fund-rai s i ng for Isr ael in the United States . The communi
ties and the contributor s and worker s have a r ight to such participation. 
To fail to grant it is to weaken t he bonds between .America and I sr ael. 

After reading the summary within, you will appreciate that we 
are engaged in a great effort to reassure the contributors and wor kers 
of the United Jewish Appeal that more than ever thei:r devotion and their 
resources are warranted for t he er a of large :1mmigrat1on and r ebuilding 
upon which Israel has launched. 

I shall look f'orward to word from you that we may count upon 
your joining our Committee. 

JS:N 

Sincerely yours , 

~ulma'nL<."'-C;..,...~4C.,.....,.~~~~-
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A COMMI'l'I'EE IS ESTABLISHED 

On October 22, 1948 a group of same eighty men from thirty-five oonnnunities 
met at the Hotel Henry in Pittsburgh to consider the rights of contributors to share 
in the administration of the United Palestine Appeal which is, today, the principal 
beneficiary of the United Jewish Appeal. 

Leading workers for the United Jewish Appeal, nationally and locally, were 
present. These men, in their own communities, by their services as campaign chair
men or offioere, as leading workers and contributors, had supplied the spark which 
resulted in the greatest campaigns in the history of philanthropy. Men like 
Julian Venezlcy, Peoria, National Chairman for Regions of the United Jewish Appeal; 
Rudolf Sonneborn, New York, National Chail'man for Trades and Industries of the United 
Jewish Appeal~ Harold J. Goldenberg, Minneapolis, Associate National Chai.r.m.an, with 
Hon. Henry Morgentbau, Jr., of the Committee of UJA Campaign Techniques; Samuel 
Rothberg, Peoria, National Vice Chairman for Trad.es and Industries; Joseph Shul.ma.n, 
Paterson, National Chairman of the Textile Division of the UJA; Fred Monoaeon, Boston, 
National Chairman of Rainwear Industry for UJA; Leon Mohill, Pittsfield, National Vice
Chairman 'for the Newspaper and Publishers Division; Joseph Cherner, Washington, 
National Vice-Chairman of the Automobile Division; E. N. Grueskin, Sioux City, 
Associate National Chairman for Regions; Samuel Daroff, National Vice-Chairman of the 
Clothing Division. 

Many other diettnguiehed American Jewish leaders have associated themselves with 
this cammi ttee / now known ae the COMMITTEE OF CONTRIBUTORS AND WORKERS. They 
are serving in their capacities as individual.a and not in relation to the positions 
they hold in their local communities. The Committee includes such men as Milton Kahn 
and Herman Gil.map of Boston; Michael A. Staviteky, Herbert Abeles, Joel Grose, George 
Sagan, Ivan Levenson, Samuel Kl.ein of Newark; Eugene M. Solow of Dallas; Nathan 
Shainbers of Memphis; Israel Rogosin, Nathan Scheinman, David Kl.uger, Nahum Bernstein 
of New York; J. Benjamin Katzner, Elkan Meyers and M. I. Speert of Baltimore; Morrie 
w. Berinetein and Alex Holstein of Syracuse; Herold A. Gold.man of Des Moines; David 
Ucbill and. Rabbi Herbert Friedman of Denver; Monie Cafritz, Edmund I. Kaufmann, 
Isadore Breelau of Washington; Benjamin R. Harrie of Chicago; Manuel Eskind. of 
Nashvillej Louie Berry, Max Osnoe and Joseph Holtzman of Detroit; I. E. Goldstein and 
Williwn s. Cohen of St. Louie; Maurice s. Tabor of Buffalo; Sol Luckman of Cincinnati; 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner and Eugene KJ.ein of Cleveland; Moritz GoLtlieb of Allentown; 
Alex Lowenthal of Pi ttsburgb.; and Harry Levine of' Leominster. 

At the October 22 meeting, Abraham Feinberg of New York, Associate Chairman of 
the New York United Jewish Appeal, and President of Americans for Haga.nab, was named 
Chairman; and Joseph Shulman of Paterson, Secretary. Other officers will be selected 
at subsequent meetings of the Conmlittee. 

WRY mE COMMI'l"l'EE WAS JWTABLISBED 

Tho purpooea of tho Comnittee were first explored at a meeting held in New York 
City on September 26. It had became clear that changes in the fund-raising structure 
in America were necessitated by events that had taken place in Israel. In the first 
place, the State of Israel had been proclaimed on May 15. In the second place, in 
order to make a sharp distinction between philanthropy and government, the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine had, in July, adopted a resolution barring it from turning any 
of its receipts over to the State of Israel and barring the use of any of its money 
far political and military activities. In the third place, the Zionist Actions 
Committee, meeting in August in Israel, had brought about substantial changes in the 
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personnel of the Jewish Agency Executive which is ult:1:mately responsible for the 
expenditure of :funds raised in the United States. With the exception of Eliezer 
Kaplan, Minister of Finance in the State of Israel, non.a of the other powerful 
figures known to the American Jewish ocmnnunity who are now the prino1pa1 officers 
of the Government of Israel, remained on the Jewish Agency Executive. Mr. Kaplan,. 
who had been Treasurer of the Executive for fifteen years, remains on tllat body 
but without an;y special portfolio. 

The men vho met in New York on September 26 felt that substantial changes were 
required on the American scene. They understood that more, and not lees, money 
wpuld be needed in 1949 for the iJmnigration and settlement program in Israel. They 
recognized that in order to achieve that objective, there bad to be the utmost re
assurance that funds were being wisely administered by fully representative groups. 
Questions were raised as to whether it was desirable at this time to consider at 
all constitutional questions of responsibility, inasmuch as public debate might lead 
to acrimony and the lose of much needed funds. There were others who said that the 
beat interests of Israel itself required that all contributors and comm.unities be 
assured that there was full canmunity responsibility for the funds, rather than through 
only one segment of the community. It was, therefore, essential in the interests of 
better and greater fund-raising to clear the air and meet the issue frankly. 

Note was taken of the fact that the United Palestine Appeal, as at present con
stituted, is established. on an annual basis by the Keren Ra.yesod and Keren Kayemeth 
in the United States. Of the 125 directors of the Keren Bayesod, 69 are named by the 
Zionist Organization of America, and most of the others by the three other Zionist 
bodies. Of the directors of the Keren Kayemeth, an effective majority o:f 4~ is 
selected by the Zionist Organization of America. 

The meeting on September 26 felt that good organization alone, ae well as the 
inherent rights of workers and contributors for the campaign, required that the 
Jewish com.unities, now having no representation whatsoever in these organizations, 
should be brought into them on an adequate, effective basis. 

A letter we.a then addressed by 22 men to the Jewish Agency Executive. It read 
as follows: 

''We, the undersigned., contributors to and workers for the United Jewish Appeal, 
believe reorganization in the fund-raising for Palestine in the United States is 
indispensable. 

"We are mindful of the fact that the Extended Jewish Agency and its fiscal 
instrument, the Palestine Foundation Fund, were designed to give representation to 
the total Jewish community in their administration. Today, the Zionist Organization 
of America alons exercises complete control, in effect, of the basic institutions 
for Palestine fund-raising in this country. We do not believe that this is in accord 
with the fundamental charters or calculated to evoke the moat generous response from 
the Amer:1:oan Jewish community. 

''We recognize that the need for funds to speed immigration and settlement in 
Israel ie urgent. W'e believe also that every step must be taken to reassure the 
Jewish community in the United States that the soundest procedures in fund-raising 
are being followed; and that the wisest precautions have been taken to see to it 
that all funds intended. for Palestine are so die:poeed. 

"In recent years, the United Jewish Appeal has been the channel through which 
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ftmde for Palestine have been raised. Not any one ses:nent of the oammunity, but the 
total cam1nun1 ty has responded. If the funds for Palestine are to be raised on an 
adequate level, then the total community must have a significant part in responsibili
ty for the administration of these funds. Thia is the essence of the democratic Jewish 
spirit. It is beat calculated to advance the interest of fund-raising for Israel. 

"Therefore, we urgently ask the officers of the Jewish Agency to take steps at 
once to reorganize the United Palestine Appeal so that it may be fully representative 
of American Jev.ry ' s deep interest 1n Israel; and that it may provide fuJ.lest guarantees 
that the large sums that will be needed for Israel are being most wisely administered. 

"A aubconnnittee of the undersigned has been formed to confer with you promptl.y so 
that action may be ta.ken in time to safeguard a successful United Jewish Appeal cam
paign 1n 1949. 

"Our interest in Israel cannot be aha.ken. :But we must emphasize that the channels 
we shall use for the manifestation of that interest will be determined by the under
standing of our posi tion that you will show. 

''We would respectfully ask that you arrange a date for a meeting within a week. 

Sincerely yours , 

Joseph Shulman" 

The other signatori es were Milton Kahn, Boston; Leon Mohill, Pittsfield; 
E. M. Solow, Dallas; Nahum Bernstein, New York; Nathan Sbainberg, Memphis; M. I. Speert, 
Baltilllore; MoITis W. Berinstein, Syracuse; Fr ed Monosson, Boston; Abraham Feinberg, 
Mt. Vernon; Harold J. Goldenberg, Minneapolis; Harold A. Goldman, Des Moines; Michael A. 
Stavitsky, Newark; Joseph Cherner, Washington; Nathan Sheinman, New York; Sol M. Reiter, 
Newburgh; E. N. Grueskin, Sioux City; Rudolf G. Sonneborn, New York; Samuel Rothberg, 
Peoria; J . Benjamin :Katzner, Bal.t:l..more; Juli.an B. Venezk:y, Peoria and Herman Gillllan, 
Boston. 

A HISTORY OF MEETINGS 

On September 29, the Jewish Agency, American Section, replied that "the problem 
you raise is •• the concern of the United Palestine Appeal (and) that the UPA is an 
autonomous body and that the Jewish Agency for Palestine in no way determines its 
structure or form of organization." 

Taking this suggestion, the group endeavored to arrange a meeting with repre
sentatives of the UPA. The first such meeting was held on October 5, with Rabbi 
Israel Goldstein, Chairman of the UPA, Judge Morris Rothenberg, President of the 
Jewish National Fund, and Jacob Sinooff, Associate Treasurer of the UPA, represent
ing the UPA. 

At this first meeting, the viewpoint of the group was expressed b7 Mr. Shulllla.n 
when he said that a very large number of contributors in the United States and those 
who do a great deal of the work in campaigning feel they bave no voice whatsoever as 
to what becomes of those funds. They want to con-ect that. They do not look back
ward in ccmn:nent upon anything that bas been done . They only look forward. They 
want to be able to go on campaigning and be able to say conscientiously to the con
tributing public: we are fully aware of how disbursements are made; the work is 
carried on with maximum efficiency; we can testify to tbat of personal, first-hand 
knowledge. 
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Harry Levine of Leominster, Maee.,•another representative of the Ccmmrlttee, 
observed that a psychological change has occurred in American J&wry. Only in the 
la.st three :rears baa American Jewry learned bow to give big money. Now the givers 
have matured. They are beginning to ask questions. Nobody doubts that a good job 
ha.a been done and. that the money has been spent well. From this point on, more 
and more money will be required for Israeli development. Men who a.re giving the 
kind of money being contributed now want to know more. It was hie assumption that 
the UPA would welcome tbat interest. He urged the UPA to give an answer in reason
able time and not prolong discussion endlessly. 

Abraham Feinberg pointed out that the United Palestine Appeal is the only 
segment of the United Jewish Appeal which bas any political affiliation. In view 
of the changes in the political sphere in the last few months, it is important to 
review the situation anew. Regardless of the purity of the motives of the people 
now responsible for the funds, if they have a political orientation they should 
be the first to invite the oooperation of non-political. and apolitical foroee . 
Those now responsible for the :funds belong to a political sphere. But the money 
ie raised by all the people. He estimated that there are:l,300,000 contributors 
to the United Jewish Appeal. There may be at the moat same 400-500,000 enrolled 
Zionists. Obviously, he said, there are more non- enrolled people than enrolled 
Zionists. These people, too, have a right to a voice. Since they constitute, in 
fact, a majority of the givere the1 have the right to demand a voice. 

At a meeting of the UPA Executive Committee on October 7th, it was stated 
that the UPA bad no powers to determine the structure of the UPA, but that this 
was the responsibility of the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth. Later, meetings 
were held with representatives of these two organizations. 

The demand of the Committee was substantially a.long these lines: 

(1) The United Palestine Appeal, which ie now set up by virtue of an annual 
agreement between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kay-ameth, should be reconstituted 
as a permanent body1 with the Jewish comnunitiee of the United Sta.tee naming at 
least fifty percent of the Board and all governing bodies. 

(2) The United Palestine Appeal, wnich now has no powers whatsoever, should 
have power given to it eo that it would have control over the disbursement in the 
United States of funde obtained by the UPA; with the Jewish Agency for Palestine 
in Israel determining expenditures in Israel. 

THE OCTOBER 22nd PITI'SBURGH .MEETING 

Prolonged conversations with UPA and with associated bodies having ~roved 
fruitless, it was decided to convene a meeting at Pittsburgh on October 22nd. 
Unanimously, the m.en gathered at Pittsburgh felt that the existing situation was 
not tolerable and :required improvement. A discussion that lasted for many hours 
went into all aspects of the situation. The following resolution resulted. 

(1) A Committee of Contributore and Workers shall be established; (2) 
Officers of the Camm.ittee shall be named; (3) every effort must be made to mobilize 
preeeure upon the United Palestine Appeal eo tb.at it shall be reconstituted with 
adequate repree€-ntation named by the Jewish communities themselves and with full 
powers over expenditures in the United Sta.tee; (4) the Committee shall be empower
ed to communicate with all commu:nities and individuals to obtain support for the 
Committee deliberations and actions; (~) authorize the Committee to publicize its 
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activities as required; (6) only in the event of failure to bring about a satisfactory 
reconstitution of the UPA, the desirability of setting up a new Israeli fund shall. be 
explored, after consultation with all interested parties, and only after convokine a 
meeting of the Jewish communities to advise upon this step; and (7) the Committee 
shall advise the JDC and USNA of its actions. 

Thie resolution was adopted unanimously, except that four votes were recorded 
in opposition to point six. 

WHAT DOES THE COMMITTEE WA1fl1'l 

The Conunittee of Contributors and Workers wants a partnership between the 
agencies which spend the funds and the communities which raise them. Both Jewish 
and American principles justify ''representation vi th taxation. " It is the view of 
the Committee that any refusal to accord at least fifty percent representation on 
the UPA governing bodies oan only lead to mieconstru.otion, on the one hand, and 
weaken the interests of American Jewish communities in the Israel development 
program, on the other. 

WHO MAY JOill TRE COMMI1'l'EE'l 

Seeking endorsement of its position, the Cammittee of Contributors and 
Workers welcomes the support of any Jew or Jewess in the United States who takes 
part in local fund-raising efforts :from which the United Jewish Appeal benefits. 
The Committee will appreciate the written expression of support of its proposals 
so that in its further negotiations it may be strengthened by the knowledge that 
it truly represents the thinking of the great majority of contributors and workers 
of the United Jewish Appeal. 

0 0 0 



Dear 1'riendt 

Committee of U>ntributors and Workers 
6 East 34th Street 

New Yotk City 

liovember 9. 1948 

The Committee of Contributors and Workers is winnine; friends and 
supporters everywhere. Its basic idea that those who Taise and contribute 
the tunds in our commUnities should be involved ettectivel7 in responsib11-
it7 tor the administration of those tmid.a is unchallenged. 

Sinoe my last commmiioation to you, we have endeavored to negotiate 
a formula with the United Palestine Appeal for an effeotive, reconstituted 
UPA. To date we have not succeeded. Every tioe we have seemed to approach 
aome basis of understanding. we have found that the principals with whom 
we spoke were not the prin.oipala. We shall continue this week in the ef
fort to create the basis for harmonious cooperation. We are still trying 
to persuade the United Palestine Appeal that the following two faotors 
are essential for suocessf'ul fund-raising in 19~91 (1) A reconstituted 
UPA in which the communities shall have at least fift1 percent representa
tion; and (2) a UPA which shall have tull power over the disbursement of 
tunds that may be spent in the United States, with emphasis on the quick 
dispatch to Israel of all funds raised in this oountry tor that purpose. 

The strength of our Committee is the strength of its personnel. 
Have you Joined the Committee, thus helping us achieve our objectives? 

If you wish us to add the names of friends to the list of those 
receiving these messages. please advise. 

We send 7ou herewith a summary ot some of the events which have 
transpired in regard to our objeotives. 



, 
- 2 -

!RO DJm'EBllINF;S UP! POLICim? 

In the last month, policies of the utmost importanoe for Amerioa and for Israel have 
been aoted upon by the United Palestine Appeal. But the Board of Directors. which is 
supposed to have •f'ull authority, control, manage~ent and conduct ot t.he activities of 
the United Palestin,e Appeal.• has not been called into session. The smaller Executive 
Committee has been resort.ed to for all deoiaiona. 

IGNQRING THE OQMllUIITIES 

At Pittsburgh on October 23, the Board of Directors of the Council of Jewish Fed
erations and Welfare Funds adopted a resolution. It read as follows: 

"The Board of Directors, upon motion made, duly seoonded and carried, authorized 
the President to appoint a committee to couneel with the United Palestine Appeal and 
the Committee ot Contributors and Workers, with a view to the speedy launching of the 
1949 United Jewish Appeal, ieaving to this oommittee, with power to aot, the decisions 
as to whether Eliezer Kaplan. llinister of Finance of the Provisional Government of 
Israel, shall be invited to come to the United States to help resolve the differenoes.• 

The Committee of Contributors told the Council sub-oommittee that it was prepared 
to acoept the offices of llr. Xa.plan. The United Palestine Appeal has declined to take 
the same pod tion. 

II.any oommuni ties, following the meeting of the Council Board in Pittsburgh, sent 
telegrams to the Un:ited Palestine Appeal urging acceptance of the Council resolution 
and ever-r effort at mediation. NOT OllE 01 THESE TELEGRAKS WAS RRAD at the meeting of 
the Executive Committee of the UPA at which consideration was given to the question as 
to whether Kr. Kaplan should be invited to this oountey. The Committee of the UPA was 
not even made aware that such telegrams, resulting from hours of serious discussion in 
eooree of communities, had been received. 

QPA OONF<!!llmiCE AT CHIQAGO 

On the week-end of November 6-7 the United Palestine Appeal held a •national con
ference• in Chicago. Members of the Board of Directors of the UPA had urged that a 
meeting of the Board be held in Chicago to deal with the urgent questions facing that 
body. The request was ignored. 

However, the subject of the reconstitution of the UPA was thrown into the Reso
lutions Committee. There was an all-!rl.ght discussion. The resolution that was there 
adopted was replaoed with another resolution whioh Berman L. Weis.man, Acting Chairman 
ot the UPA, sublDitted as his suggestion tor establishing an harmonious atmosphere at 
the oonferenoe. But llr. Weisman apparentl7 reckoned without the persons who were ac
tually in control ot the conterenoe. l"or he then mads available an entirely new reso
lution, the net effect ot whioh was to ignore virtually eveI"'f recommendation that had 
been ma.de tor the effective reconstitution ot the United Palestine Appeal. 

Because ot the dissatisfaotion voioed by prominent members of the Board of the 
UPA, Mr. Weisman suggested that a group of them go to the hotel room o"r llr. Emanuel 
Neumann, President of the Zionist Organization of America. lluch of the action that 
took plaoe at the conference revolved around that room. After the group had been dis
cussing the nature of the resolution for several hours, and after they had been assured 
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that no action would be :taken on the conference floor during their absence, a messenger 
appeared 1rl th word that. the disputed resolut.lon had alread7 been presented and •adopted 
nnan1mou..sl7,• while every single leader who was opposed to tbs resolution was meeting 
1ri th llr. Heumann. 

Much ot what transpired at t.he UPA oOllferenoe and muoh of what bas been happening 
within the United Palestine Appeal is refleoted in a statement issued at Chicago by a 
group headed by Harold J. Goldenberg, lfinneapolis, National Associate Chairman of the 
Campaign. Technique Committee of the United Jewish AppealJ Samuel Rothberg, Associate 
National Chairman of the Trades and Industries Division of ·the United Jewish Appeal; 
Julian Venezky, National Chairman for Regions of the United Jewish Appeal; Eugene M. 
Solow, Dallas, Assooiate National Chairman for United Jewish Appeal Regions . Others 
who had attended the conference with Kr. Neumann, inoluded Fred llonosson, Boston; 
Benjamin Harris, CbicagoJ Nathan Shainberg and Abe 'faldauer., Memphis. 

The statement issued by llessrs. Goldenberg, Rothberg, Venezky and Solow was as 
follows: 

•we, the llildersigned, members of the Board of Dlreotora ot the United Palestine 
Appeal, deplore the resolutions adopted at the national meeting of the UPA in Chioago 
and espeoially deplore the method by which the resolutio.ns were submitted to a vo~e. 

•In view ot differences of opinion as to the nature of resolutions that should be 
submitted to the oonferenoe, we 8nd a number ot others were invited to meet with 
Emanuel fieumm:m, President of the Zionist Organization of Amerioa, to discuss the res
olutions with him. In deference to him, n spent several hours in his hotel room ex
changing views on the resolutions. Suddenly a messenger appeared with word for llr. 
Neumann that the resolutions which we had come t.o discuss with him had already been 
presented on the floor of the oon:terence and had been adopted. We believe that no 
description of this method of procedure is required. 

•rt had been our intention to read the following declaration to the oonferenoe. 
We were prevented from doing so 1n the belief that no -aotion would be taken until we 
had returned to the meeting roo~ We :feel that t.his expression of views is even more 
essential to avoid mistmderstand.ing by the public as to the nature of the UPA con.terenoe 
held in Chioago. 

- - .. - - .. -
•we declare that this national meeting of the UPA has no authority for any reso

lutions or deoieions affecting the struoture of that organization. 

•rn the last month, the of'fioers ot the UPA have been acting, together rlth the 
small Executive Committee, on the most vital issues a:ffeoting fund-raising for Israel 
1n the United States. The Board of Directors, whioh ia tbe body entrusted with full 
power over the management and conduct of the UPA,, has not been convened or consult.ad. 
Every suggestion that the Board of Directors be oalled into session has been ignored 
or rejected, presumably because the officers of the UPA kl:low that the majority of the 
Board, it brought together, would totally repudiate the position that t.he officers 
have taken. 

"This meeting was convened to serve as a sounding board tor the needs of the or
ganization. It was specifically declared in advanoe that it had no authority, eit.her 
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m:ider the agreement whloh creates the UPA or in the rights aooorded to it by the otfi
oers, to deal with a:n.y formal questions. It was brought into being in order that a 
series of spesohes might be delivered. 

"But now the small group of willtul men who effeotively control the \IPA have de
oided that this platform shall be used for the dissemination of a point of view which 
will assure their oontinued domi.nanoe of the UPA. Knori.ng that this meeting oonsists 
of persons who have not been delegated any power either by the Jewish communities from 
whioh they ooce or from any particular organization> those who run this conterenoe 
believe that a resolution emanating from this meeting will mislead public opinion in 
Amarioa into believillg that this is a oonstitut~onal assembly in aooordance with the 
laws and regulations of the organization. 

"We assert that the very introduction of any- resolution at this meeting was a token 
of bad faith on the part of the o:ffioers of the UPA. The offioers have been in nego
tiation with a com1Ziittee of the Council of Jensh .Federations 8nd Welfare Funds in order 
to work out a fonmila for a reoonstitu~ion of the UP.A. Assuranoea were given that no 
publio aotion would be taken until all methods of negotiation had been exhausted. 
Nevertheless, believing that this mass meeting would serve as a good forum tor the 
proje<>tion of their point of view, those who control this meeting are risking that the 
gravest oharges of bad :faith will be laid at the door of the UPA. 

"Furthermore, !Berl Looker, Chairman of the Exeoutive ot the Jewish Agency in 
Jerusalem, .has cabled that he will be 1n the Uriited States in e. few days to take all 
necessary action to heal the breaoh atfeoting the UPA. Despite his imminent arrival, 
action is proposed whioh would do irreparable harm to the ~ree opportunity he should 
be given to aot in the interests ot harmon7 for the sake of Israel. 

•Every time that action has been proposed within the UPA regarding its struot.ure, 
it has been pointed ou.t that its parent or-ganizations, Keren Hayesod and Keren Xaremeth, 
are the onlr ones with power. to take action. Despite that known fact, it is proposed 
at thh mass meeting of the UPA to pass judgment on the organizational struotUl"e ot the 
UPA. This insistence upon aotion can only be oonstrued as a devioe aimed at pablio 
opinion and not a genuine deliberation of a dul7 constituted gathering of the UPA. 

'"I.he action proposed here is linked with the oontinuoua refusal of the of't'icers 
of' the UPA to take reasonable measures to negotiate with an important bodJ of men and 
women throughout the nation who are the bulwark of fund.-raia!n,g f'or the United Jewish 
Appeal. Surely this country rill question the good faith ot the officers of the UPA 
when it is told that the UPA declined to accept the suggestion to invite to this country 
Mr. Eliezer Kaplan, Finance llinister of the State of Israel, to resolve the differenoes 
that exist. Kr. Kaplan knows more of the economic needs ot Israel and is more familiar 
with the :fUnd-raising procedures in the United States than anr living individual. Those 
who have urged a reconstitution of the UPA are perfeotly agreeable to the acceptance 
ot his mediation. The UPA officers, who pretend to defend the interests of Israel, 
hrre ref'used to aooeptKr. Kaplan's mediation. lJo resolution passed bJ this oonferenoe 
can whi t.ewash the unwillingness of the UPA to abide b7 the vien of the highest finan
oial officer of the Government ot the State ot Israel. 

•Israel will need great sums in 194-9. We plead with this oonterence to avoid 
taking action which can have no purpose other than to widen the breach which already 
exists as oonoerns the affairs of the UPA.. This oonterenoe, in aooepti.ng the resolu
tion, would assume the gravest responsib111 ty tor undermining the fund-raising proapeots 
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for Israel in the United State3. Those who have power should use it with moderation. 
To do otherwise will be to fail to take advantage of the deep-seated devotion of the 
vast majority of American Jews to the swiftest possible development of the State of 
Israel." 

JDDIBG 1l1IVfflijRS 

Here is what Philip Mey-ers, Co-Chairman of the 1948 Cincinnati campaign and State 
Chairman of the UJA tor Ohio, bas to say about the purposes of the Committee: 

"I certainly agree that those who do the work of collecting the huge sums being 
collected in this country, those who give not only of their own time but most liberally 
of their money, should have a voice in the governing bodies of the agencies for whioh 
the money is being oolleoted. 

"1 believe that the Commit't;ee will have the support of all of us here in Cincinnati 
who have been oonneoted with money-raising endeavors.• 

Rudolph E. Lifson, Chairman of the New Jersey Region of the UJA, and former Chairman 
of the Elizabeth campaign aays: 

"I am oomplet.ely in agreement with your polilt of view and want to lend my moral 
support to your program. If there 1£ anything t.hat I oan do to be of assistance to 
the Committee, I will be glad to ofter my services. 

•Mrs. Lifson, who has been co-ohairman of the Women's Division of tbe United Jerlsh 
Appeal in Elizabeth f or the last five years, feels exactly as I do and wants to add 
her support to your Committee.• 

Howard T. Saperston1 attorney and one of the outstanding leaders of the Buffalo 
Jewish community, says: 

"I would be very glad to associate myself with yoUT Committee.• 

0 0 0 
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Private and Not For Publication 

Since the meeti.Dg in Pittsburgh on October 22nd, your officers 
have tried conscientiously to negotiate with the United Palestine 
Appeal to bring about an ef.fective reorganization of that body. At 
a meeting of the UPA Executive Committee, a resolution was adopted 
prohibiting any contact between UPA representatives and officers of 
the Committee of Contributors. Nevertheless, there has been such 
contact. 

(1) The Board of Directors of the Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare FUnds, at Pittsburgh on October 23, adopted unanimously 
a resolution to name a canmittee to "resol~e the differences." The 
resolution included a suggestion that Eliezer Kaplan, Israeli 
Finance Minister, might be invited to this country. The Committee 
of Contributors was approached. It agreed wholeheartedly to accept 
Mr. Ks.plan as mediator or negotiator or 1n any other capacity. The 
UPA Executive Committee has declined to take action on the sugges
tion. 

(2) On Friday, October 291 representatives of the Camnittee 
met with spokesmen for the Council of Federations and explained the 
Committee point of view. On November 1, officers of the UPA met 
with Council of Federations spokesmen and indicated what their 
views were. Through Council intervention, a meeting of the UPA 
and Committee representatives was arranged on November ~ and then 
again on November 4. At this latter meeting, Stanley Meyers, 
President of the Council of Federations, Edwin Rosenberg, of 
New York, and Philip Bernstein, Assistant Director of the Council, 
were present. 

(3) '!he UPA spokesmen, Herman L. Yleisman, Charles Ress and 
Benjamin Browdy, emphasized that they could not commit their organiz
ation since final action had to be taken by the Keren Hayesod and 
Keren Kayemeth (the parent organizations of UPA). Mr. Weisman 
reduced to writing a program essentially as follows: (a) that one 
third representation on the governing bodies of the UPA be given 
to the communities; (b) that the UPA name its own officers; that 
any decision with respect to terms of a United Jewish Appeal be 



subject to rat1£1cation by Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth; that 
all income be remitted 1n equal parts to the New York offices of 
the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth; that no appropriations be 
made by Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth unless approval shall have 
been given by the UPAt and in that event, the approval is to con
stitute a recomnendat1on to the Jewish Agency for Palestine; that 
in the event of disapproval of a project by ?0% of those present at 
a UPA meeting, there shall be no fUrther recourse to the Jewish 
Agency. 

(4) The representatives of the Committee stated that they could 
not make any comnitment as to whether these terms were considered 
satisfactory but would call a meeting of bhe Committee to consider 1t. 

CHARGES AGAINST UPA 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, ot New York, and Charles J. Rosenbloan, 
of Pittsburgh, botn formerly National Chairmen of the United Palestine 
Appeal, last week sent a telegram to members throughout the country: 
pointing out that no meeting of the Board of Directors of the United 
Palestine Appeal has been called to deal with the vital issues facing 
that body. The two leaders stated that all decisions have been made 
by "the smaller Executive Committee" of the UPA, whereas the full 
power for conduct of the affairs of the UPA lies with the Board of 
Directors. It is understood that scores of members of the UPA Board 
have wired to Rabbi Israel Goldstein. UPA Chairman, demanding that 
a Board meeting be held. At the meeting of the UPA Executive 
Committee on November 2, the question of calling a Board meeting was 
considered but action was deferred. Suggestions that a meeting of 
the Board be held in Chicago, to coincide with the UPA national 
conference, were not acted upon. Members of the Board of UPA have 
emphasized that 1n the most crucial issues that have ever faced the 
UPA, involving such matters as the demand for reoonstitution of the 
UPA to broaden representation and nn invitation to Eliezer Kaplan to 
come to the United States to deal with the critical situation, the 
Board of Directors was completely ignored. 

CABLE FROM BERL LOCKER 

In response to a cable from the officers of the Committee of 
Contributors, assuring the Jewish Agency in Israel that its activities 
were designed to strengthen fund-raising for Israel 1n this country, 
Berl Locker, Chairmen of the Executive of the Jewish Agency, pleaded 
that "everybody concerned must make extreme effort restore unitJ 
and maintain harmonious cooperation." !rlr. Locker urged abstention 
from preparations for an independent campaign and said he was on his 
way to the United States and would be here next week. 

ADDING .MEMBERS 

Here is what Philip Meyers, Co-Chairman of the 1948 Cincinnati 
campaign and state Chairman of the UJA for Ohio, has to say about 
the purposes of the Committee: 
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"I certainly agree that those who do the work of collecting the 
huge sums being collected in this country, those who give not only 
o~ their own time but most liberally of their money, should have a 
voice in the governing bodies of the agencies for which the money 
is being collected. 

"I believe that the Committee will have the support of all ot 
us here 1n Cincinnati who have been connected with money-raising 
endeavors." 

Rudolph E. Litson, Chairman of the New Jersey Region of the 
UJA, and former Chairman of the Bliiabeth campaign says: 

"I am conipletely 1n agreement with your point ot view and 
want to lend my moral sup~rt to your program. It there is anything 
that I can do to be of assistance to the Canm.1ttee, I will be glad 
to offer my services. 

' "llrs. Lifaon; who has been co 09cha1rman of the Wanen•s Division 
of the United Jewish Appeal 1n Elizabeth tor the last five years, 
feels exactly as I do and wants to add her support to your Camnittee." 

Howard T. Saperston, attorney and one of the outstanding leaders 
ot the Buffalo Jewish conmun1ty, says: 

9 1 would be very glad to associate myself with your Canmittee." 

0 0 0 
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UPA OFFERS REPRF.sENTATION 

That the pressure exerted by the Cornntttee or Contributors and 

Workers is being felt is reflected in the hasty though completely 

inadequate -- action which the United Palestine Appeal is now taking. 

For some twenty years now, the UPA has been a closed corporation, 

dominated by the Keren Hayesod end Keren Kayeneth -- and, since 1941, 

by the Zionist Organization of America . In the nonth that the Com

mittee of Contributors has been operating, more reforns have been 

considered by the UPA than in the last generation. 

BUT the reforms are only superficial . They are merely designed 

to take the heat off the UPA . They do not go to the root of the 

problems touched upon by the Committee of Contributors . This is im

portant to remember so that Federations, Welfare Funds and Col!lillunity 

Councils will not be taken in by the vague, if flattering, attention 

now being paid them by the UPA . 

(1) The UPA last week sent a telegram to Welfare Funds saying that 

"in order strengthen fund- raising machinery in interest of Jewish 

needs in Europe and Israel, the United Palestine Appeal now proceeding 

to broaden its structure, in cooperation with the communities and 

Welfare Fund organizations . Executive Connnittee UPA at its meeting 
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October 21st adopted unanimous decision in favor broadening basis or 

representation on all its governing bodies by including additional 

representatives of communities and Welf'are Funds • • •• and also adopted 

further important plans to increase UPA functions and authority . " 

The UPA telegram goes on to ask the Welfare Fund for "designation 

by your group of two members of your Board who would be available for 

consultation by correspondence or if necessary also by personal con

ferences . 11 

(2) At the very same time, Sidney Marks, Executive Director of 

the Zionist Organization of America 1 sent a telegram to Zionist Dis 

trict presidents , pointing out that a telegram had been sent to the 

local ~elfare Fund asking for the designation of members available for 

consultation 11reearding proposed plan f'or placing representatives on 

all UPd governing bodies to extent of one- third . " 

The Zionist machinery is then called upon to 11 conte.ct your Hel 

fare Fund leaders to induce full , friendly cooperation with UPA, es 

pecially and more particularly by their designating two or three per

sons :for consultation. " 

To add to the pressure, Rabbi Jerome Unger , Assistant Executive 

Director, followed up with another telegram to the Zionist district 

heads . This time, "Dr. Neumann (President of Z. O. A. ) urges your speed

iest response concerning designation your ~elfare Fund representative 

for national UPA matters . " To make sure there is no misunderstanding, 

the telegram urges "necessary have important and friendly individuals 

designated . " 

In none of the telegrams does either the UPA or ZOA, which to all 

intents and purposes is now fully running the UPA (with all the ZOA 

lay and executive leadership called into action ror that purpose) 
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point out that representation on the UPA is meanin~less, as lon~ as 

the UPA has no power. 

IN OTHl..R \IORDS, Tfil; 'fiELFARE FUNDS OF AMERICA ARE Bhll'lG ASKED TO 

GIVE RLSPECTJJHLITY TO UPA OPI:.RATIONS VJITHOUT IN ANY RI.AL \.'~.Y SHtUUNG 

IN THE FUNDAMENTAL POVJERS THAT COMMUNITIES SHOULD HAVE BEC.AUSE IT IS 

THl:!,Y WHO Rf.ISE THE MONEY. 

VIE V.'E.LCOME NEW MEMBERS 

The list o:f those formally associating themselves with the Com

mittee of Contributors and Workers grows steadily. 

\·:e are glad to welcome Bernard Alexander of Trenton, ll. J ., af

fectionately known as "Barney" by thousands of :friends in the State 

of New Jersey, to whose Jewish communal development he has been e.n 

outstanding contributor. 

Another new member is Monroe D. Trichter o:f Trinount Clothing 

Co ., Boston, whose generosity and labor for the Boston Combined Jew

ish Appeal have been among the important r easons for the success of 

that conmunity 1 s enterprises . 

Julius Goodman, one of the mainstays of the Jewish community of 

Troy, N.Y., is also in "complete agreement" with the Cow:rl.ttee of 

Contributors . 

Benj8l!lin Sosland, one of the important printers and publishers 

of Kansas City, Mo., is another welcome addition to our membership . 

THE MISSING MESSAGE 

The UPA asked Eliezer Kaplan, Finance liinister of the state of 

Israel , to send a message to its conference last week- end in Chicago . 

A cable was sent from Tel Aviv - - and received. But the message was 

not read at ~ Chicago. 
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Could it have been because this appeared in that message? 

"Vision and realistic approach are essential at this fateful 

hour . Unity or all forces and reorganizat~on are imperative for the 

fulfillment of this tremendous task." 
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PRIVATE Am> BOT FOR POBLICATIOW 

A REPORT OF NE~TIATI0!1S 

As a result of steps taken by representa tives of the Council of Jewish 

Federations and Welfare !Unds, a meet ing ~as held at the Council office in New 

York City on Thursday, November 18 to di:cw--~ the reconstitution of the United 

Palestine Appeal . I t began at 10:00 A. P, .• 

Mr. F.dwin Rosenberg presided &J c~e.:.rma.n of the sub-committee of the 

Counci l of Federations. He was joined by Mes srs . Harr; L. Lur ie, Executive 

Director of the Council a.nd Phili p Bernstein , his Associate • . Mr. Emanuel 

Neumann, President of the Zionist Organization of America, . and Mr. Herman L. 

Weisman, Acting National Chairman of the United Palestine Appeal , repr esented 

the U.P.A. The Committee of Contribilt or s to the U.J.A. was represented by 

Abraham Feinberg, Joseph Shulman, Fred ~onosson , Harol d Goldenberg and ~el 

Rothberg. 

The only topic revie~ed was the demand of the Committee of Contributors 

that funds obtained by the UPA must be remitted directly and promptly to 

Palestine instead of being channelled through the New York office of t he 

Palestine Foundation Fund and Jewish Nationa.1 i\ind. 

Messrs . Neumann and Weisman read at great length the r esolutions 

adopted by the World Zionist Congress in 1945 in attempting to prove that the 

position they were taking. that funds should be channelled through 'New Y0 rk, was 
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justified. The spokesmen for the Coillllittee of Contributors pointed out that they 

~ere not bound by the decisions of the World Zionist Congress. 'lheir Tiews were 

prompted by their feeling that the American Jewish community wants a situation 

1'hereby all the funds would be channelled promptly to lalestine and be made 

available instantly. They z:iade reference to the fact that in the pa.st there had 

been unnecessary deleys in transmission. 

During the first session ~hich lasted from 10:00 AM until 12:45 PM, the 

representatives of the U.P.4. declined under all circumstances to yield to the 

fundamental point. !'hey insisted that it would be interpreted in the country as 

a condemnation of the practices of the past if the present method of transmitting 

funds were abandoned. Tho members of the Committee of Contributors said that 

they were not interested in ~ng criticise of the pa.st but solely in establish-

ing a procedure for the future that would be to Israel's best interest. 

The meeti~ adjourned a.t 12:45 PM with a seeining impasse. The dis-

cussions were reswnec1 at 2:00 Pli and during the next three-and-a-half hours the 

continuous insistence by the Committee of Contributors resulted in a change-about 

in the position of the UPA spokesmen. They finally agreed that the funds should 

be ma.de available by the UPA directly to Palestine. .Accordingly, the follo1'ing 

point was agreed upon and initialed: 

"The UPA will with the greatest promptitude make available the 
proceeds of the 1949 cat:Ipaign to the principal beneficiaries, 
namely the Treasury of the Je..,ish Agency for Palestine, and the 
head offices of the Keren HaYesod and Keren KAYerneth in Israel, 
and will disburse such funds thQU8h agencies and procedures 
authoriz6d by theo." 

It should be noted,, however, th.at Ur. N'emia.nn told the conferees that 

it was his intention to urge the authorities in Palestine to utilize the agencies 

in Ne"" York as the instrumentalities throu.gh which funds could be transmitted as 

in the pa.st. 
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Fo.rther negotiations on all other points outstanding for a satls-

factory reconstitution of the United Palestine Appeal were scheduled for 

Monday afternoon, liovecber 22nd. 

Please do not assume any concluaion as a result of action taken on · 

the one point above. 

DECEMBER ll-12 

Have yau made reservations for tbe Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Atlantic City, . 
December 11th and 12th for tho BP..tional Conference arranged by the Committee 

of Contributoret 



Dear Friend: 

Committee of Qmtributors and Workers 
6 East 34th Street 

New York City 

lovember 9. 1948 

The CoDIDittee ot Contributors and Workers is winning fr~ends and 
supporters everywhere. Its basic idea that those who raise and contribute 
the funds in our communities should be involved effeotivel1 in responsibil
it7 for the admi:nistration of those funds is unchallenged. 

Since my last oommunioation to ;rou, we have endeavored to negotiate 
a formula with the United Palestine Appeal for an effective, reconstituted 
UPA. To date we have not succeeded. Every time we have seemed to approach 
some basis of understanding, we have found that the principals with whom 
we spoke were not the principals. We shall continue this week in the ef
fort to create the basis for harmonious oooperation. We are still trying 
to persuade the United Palestine Appeal that the following two faotors 
are essential tor successful fund-raising in 19491 (1) A reconstituted 
UPA in which the communities shall have at least fifty percent representa
tion; and (2) a UPA which shall have full power over the disbursement of 
funds that ma7 be spent in the United States, with emphasis on the quiol: 
dispatch to Israel of all funds raised in this countr;r for that purpose. 

The strength of our Committee is the strength ot its personnel. 
Rave you joined the Commit.tee, thus helping us achieve our objectives? 

It you wish us to add the names of friends to the list ot those 
receiving these messages, please advise. 

We send you herewith a summar)" of some of the events whioh have 
transpired in regard to our objectives. 
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!llO D1lj'l'1i'fRIP]p UPA POLIQDiS? 

In the last month, policies ot the utmost importance for America and tor Israel have 
been aoted upon b1 the United Palestine Appeal. But the Board of Direotors, whioh is 
supposed to have •tuil authorit1, oontrol, management and oonduot of the activities ot 
the United Palestine Appeal,• has not been oalled into session. The smaller Exeoutive 
Comm! ttee ha.a been resorted to tor all deoiaiona. 

IGIQRIIG TBJii COMllQJl1t•!§ 

At Pittsburgh on October 23, the Board of Directors ot the Council of Jewish Fed
erations and Welfare Funds adopted a resolution. It read as followsi 

•The Board ot Director.a, upon motion made, duly seconded and carried, authorized 
the President to appoint a oo:mmittee to counsel with the United Palestine Appeal and 
the Committee ot Contributors and Workers, with a view to the 1peed7 launching ot the 
1949 United Jewish Appeal, leaving to this oOmmlttee, with power to act, the decisions 
as to whether Eliezer :la.plan, llinister of :Pinanoe ot the Provisional Govermnent ot 
Israel, shall be invited 'to oome to the United States to help resolve the ditterenoes. 11 

The Committee of Contributors told the Counoil sub-committee that it was prepared 
to acoept the offices ot llr. Kaplan. The United Palestine Appeal has deolined to take 
the same position. 

llany oommunities, .following the meeting ot the Council Board in Pittsburgh, sent 
telegrams to the United Palestine Appeal urging aooeptanoe of the Council resolution 
and every effort at mediation. NOT OB 01 TBESB m..EGBAllS WAS READ at the meeting of 
the Exeoutive Committee of the UPA at which consideration was given to the question as 
to whether llr. Kaplan should be invited to this countey. The Comm! ttee of the UPA was 
not even made aware that such telegrams, reeulting from houre of serious discussion in 
soores of oolDlllWU.ties, bad been received. 

On the week-encl ot November 6-7 the United Palestine Appeal held a •national oon
ferenoe• in Chicago. llombers of the Board ot Directors of the UPA had urged t.hat a 
meeting ot the Board be held in Chicago to deal with the urgent questions facing that 
body. The request was ignored. 

However, the subject ot the reconstitution ot the UPA was thrown into the Reso
lutions Committee. There was an all-night diecussion. The resolution that was there 
adopted was replaced with another resolution which Herman L. Weisman, Aot1ng Chairman 
ot the UPA1 submitted as his suggestion tor eetablishing an harmonious atmosphere at 
the oonferenoe. But llr. Weisman apparently reokoned without the persons who were ao
tually in control of the con.ferenoe. For he then made available an entirely new reso
lution, the net effect of wbioh was to ignore virtually every reoommendation that had 
been made for the effective reoonstitution ot the United Paleetine Appeal. 

Because of the dissatlsfaotion voiced b7 prominent members of the Board of the 
UPA, Kr. Weisman suggested that a group of them go to the hotel room of Kr. Emanuel 
Neumann, President of the Zionist Organization of America. lluoh of the action that 
took place at the oonference revolved around that room. After the group bad been dia
oassing the nature of the resolution for several hours, and after they had been assured 
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that no aotion would be taken on the oonferenoe floor during their absenoe1 a messenger 
appeared rl th word t.hat the disputed resolution had alread1 been presented and •adopted 
unanimousl11 • while every single leader who was opposed to the resolution was meeting 
with Kr. Heumann. 

Kuch of what transpired at the UPA conference and much ot what has been happening 
within the United Palestine Appeal is reflected in a statement issued at Chicago by a 
group headed by Harold J. Goldenberg, Jlinneapolis 1 National A.seooiate Chairman of the 
Campaign Technique Committee of the United Jewiah Appeal; Samuel Rothberg, Associate 
liational Chairman of the Trades and Industries Division of 'the United Jewish Appeal1 
Julian Vene2:lcy, National Chairman for Regions of the United Jewish Appeal; Eugene ll. 
Solow,, Dallas, Associate National Chairman for United Jewish Appeal Regions. Others 
who had attended the conference with Kr. Neumann, included Fred Konosson, Boston; 
Benjamin Harris, Chioago; Nathan Shainberg aild Abe Waldauer,. Kemphis. 

' The statement issued by Yessrs. Goldenberg, Rothberg, Venezky, and Solow was as 
tollon: 

"We, the undersigned, members of the Board ot Directors of the United Palestine 
Appeal, deplore the resolutions adopted at the national meet.i:ng of the UPA in Chicago 
and especially deplore the method by .-hich t.he resolutions were submitted to a vote. 

•In view of differences of opinion as to the nature of resolutions that should be 
submitted to the conference, we and a number ot others were invited to meet with 
Emanuel Baumann, President of tbe Zionist Organization ot America, to discuss the res
olutions with him. In deference to him, we spent several hours in his hotel room ex
changing views on the resolutions. Suddenly a messenger appeared with word for Mr. 
Neumann that the resolutions which we had come to discuss with him had already been 
presented on the floor of the con:ference and had been adopted. We believe that no 
description of this method of procedure is required. 

•It had been our intention to read the following declaration to the conference. 
We were prevented from doing so in the belief th.at no action would be taken until we 
had returned to the meeting room. We feel that this expression of views is even more 
essential to avoid misunderstanding by the publio as to the nature of the UPA conference 
held in Chicago. 

•we declare that ~bis national meeting of the UPA has no authority for any reso
lutions or deoisions atfeoting the structure of that organization. 

•In the last month, the officers of the UPA have been acting, together with the 
small Executive Committee, on the most vital issues atteoting fund-raising for Israel 
in the United States. The Board of Directors, which is the bod7 entrusted witb full 
power over the management and conduct of the UPA, has not been convened or consulted. 
Every suggestion that the Board of Directors be called into session has been ignored 
or rej eoted, presumabl7 because the officers of the UPA know that the majority ot the 
Board, it brought together, would totally repudiate the position that the officers 
have taken. 

•Thie meeting was convened to serve as a sounding board for the needs of the or
ganization. It was specifically- declared in advance that it had no authority, either 
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under the agreement whioh oreates the UPA or in the rights aooorded to it by the offi
oers, t,o deal with Sil.7 f'ormal questions. It was brought into being in order that a 
series 0£ speeohea might be delivered. 

•But now the small group of willt'u.l men who effectively oontrol the UPA have de
cided that this platform shall be used for the dissemination of a point of view whioh 
will assure their continued dominance of the UPA. Knowing 'that this meeting consists 
ot persons who have not been delegated any power either by the Jewish communities :from 
whioh they come or 1"rom a:ny particular organization, those who run this oonferenoe 
believe that a resolution emanating from this meeting will mislead public opinion in 
America into believing that this is a oonsti tutional assembly 1n accordance Ti th the 
lan and regulations of the organization. 

"We assert that. the very introduction ot any resolution at this meeting was a token 
of bad .faith on the part ot the officers of the UPA. The of'fioers have been in nego
tiation with a committee of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds in order 
to work out a formUJ.a for a reconstitution of the UPA. Assuranoes were given that no 
publio aotion would be taken until all methods of negotiation bad been exhausted. 
Nevertheless, believing that this mass meeting would serve as a good forum for the 
projection of their point of view, those who oontrol this meeting are risking that the 
gravest oharges o! bad faith will be laid at the door of the UPA. 

•Furthermore, Berl Looker, Chairman of the Exeoutive of the Jewish Agenoy in 
Jerusalem, has cabled that he Will be in the United States in a few days to take all 
necessary action to heal the breach affecting the UPA. Despite his imminent arrival, 
action is proposed which would do irreparable harm to the free opportunity he should 
bo given to ao~ in the interests of harmo~ for the sake of Israel. 

•Every tiine that action has been proposed within tha UPA regarding its structure, 
it has been pointed out that its parent organizations, Keren Hayesod and Xeren Xayemeth, 
are the only ones with power to take action. Despite that known fact, it is proposed 
at this mass meeting of the UPA to pass Judgment on the organizational struoture ot the 
UPA. This insistence upon action can only be oonstrued as a devioe aimed at public 
opinion and not a genuine deliberation of a duly constituted gathering of the UPA. 

•TlJ.e action proposed here is linked with the continuous refusal o~ the ot'tioera 
of the UPA to take reasonable measures to negotiate with an important body of men and 
women throughout the nation who are the bUlwark of fund-raising tor the United Jewish 
Appeal. Surely this country will question the good faith o':f the of'f'ioers of the UPA 
when 1 t is told that the UPA declined to accept the suggestion to invite to this country 
llr. EliezerXaplan, .Finance Minister of the State of Israel, to resolve the differences 
that exist. Mr. Kaplan mows more of the economic needs of Israel and is more familiar 
with the fund-raising procedures in the United States than any living individual. Those 
who have urged a reoonstitution of the UPA are perfectly agreeable to t.be aoceptanoe 
ot his mediation. The UPA otfioers. who pretend to defend the interests of Israel, 
have refused to accept Jlr. Kaplan• s mediation. Bo resolution passed by this oonterenoe 
oan whitewash th.e unwillingness ot the UPA to abide by the views of the highest finan
cial officer ot the Government of the State ot Israel. 

•Israel rill need great sums in 1949. We plead with this conference to avoid 
ta.king action 11'hioh oan have no purpose other than to widen the breaoh which already 
exists as concerns the affairs of the UPA. This conference, in aooepting the resolu
tion, would assume the gravest responsibilit1 for undermining the fund-raising prospects 
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for Israel in the United States. Those who havo power should use it rl th moderation. 
To do otherwise will be to fail to take advantage ot the deep-seated devotion of the 
vast majorit1 of American Jews to the swiftest possible development of the State of 
Israel.• 

Here is what Philip Keyere, Co-Chairman of the 1948 Cincinnati campaign and State 
Chairman ot the UJA tor Ohio, bas to say about the purpose& ot the Committee1 

"I certainly agree that those who do the work of collecting the huge sums being 
collected in this country, those who give not only of their own time but most liberally 
of their money, should have a voice in the governing bodies of the agencies for which 
the money is being oolleoted. 

"l believe that the Committee will have the support of all of us here in Cincinnati 
who have bee.n oonneoted with mone7-raialng elldeavors. 11 

Rlldolph E. Lifson, Chairman of the Bew Jersey Region ot the tJJA, and former Chairman 
of the Elizabeth campaign sa7s: 

•t am completely in agreement with your point of view and want to lend my moral 
support to your program. If there is anything that I oan do to be of assistance to 
the Committee, I •ill be glad to ofter 'flI1 servicea. 

"II.rs. Lifson, who has been co-chairman of the Won:en's Division of the United Jewish 
Appeal in Elizabeth for the last five years, feels exactly as I do and wants to add 
her support to your Committee.• 

Howard T. Saperston, attorney and one of the outstanding leaders of the Buffalo 
Jewish community, says: 

"I would be very glad to associate myself ~ith your Committee." 

0 0 0 



COMMITTEE OF CONTRDO'l'OBS 

Room 1014 
250 West 57th Street 

New York 19, N.Y. 

Novanber 19, 1948. 

Dear Friend.: 

From its very inception it hae been the policy of our Committee to keep 
the officers of the irelfare Funds and Federations throughout tl:e cam
try completely informed of the activities of our Committee and progress 
of its negotiations with the United Palestine .\Ppeal. I am,. therefore. 
enclosing herewith a copy of the letter, dated November 15th, which the 
Secre tary of our Committee sent to the Mediation Committee of the Coun
cil of Jewish Feeerations ~ ~elfare Fwlds. 

I believe that you and your associates will also wish to note the f ~ct 
that our Commit tee ia inviting contributors and community leaders to 
meet with us at a Bation'Jl Conference at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in 
Atlantic City, N.J •• on Saturd~· and Sunday, December 11th and 12th. 
This conference may well be a history-making eveit in American Jewish 
life. It will discuss the vital problems of: 

a) how to obtain muimum particit:ation of all elements in 
the fund-raising programs for Is~el; IUld 

b) how to provide such aid to Is:'ael directly. 

I hope you .cuid some of your associates in the leadership of your commu
nity will be able to attend this confe r ence and assist us in the formu-
lation of our plans. we are anxious to have the benefit of ~our per-
sonal experience and judgment. Your Plrticipation need not be construed 
as official representation of your local ~7elfare Fund. Please let me 
bear from you. 

With best wishes, I .am 

AF/a. 

Cord1$\lly 1ours, 

Abra.ham Feinberg 
Chairman 
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COMMI'l"l'EE OF CONTRIBUTORS 
To The 

Mr. Edwin Rosenberg, 
C~uncil of Jewish Federations 

and welfare Fund, 
165 West 46th Street, 
New York City. 

Dear Mr. Rosenberg: 

UNITED JEwISH 4PPIAt 

November 15, 1948. 

You re~uested that the Committee of Contributors summarize lte basic position 
in respect to a reconstitution of the United Palestine Appeal. A meeting of 
our Committee was held on November 11th to formulate the principles which 
guide us. They are as follows: 

1) The Jewish col!EJWlities of America should have at least fifty percent re-
presentation on a self-governing United Palestine A~peal, fully empowered 

to administer all its affairs. The determination of such representation 
shall be in consultation with the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare 
Funds. 

2) All funds received by the United Palestine Appeal, less administrative 
expenses, should be transmitted directly and promptly by the United 

Palestine Appeal to the beneficiary agencies in Israel. 

3) The United Palestine Appeal alone shall be empowered to make recommenu-
tions as to appropriations, disbursements or grants for activity in the 

United States or Israel outside the basic agencies of the United Palestine 
Appeal, but the final decision on all such matters shall rest with the Execu
tive of the Jewish Agency in Israel. 

The matter of the implementation of the above principles, once they shall have 
been agreed upon by R.11 parties, s~ll be J.eft to persons technically equipped 
to deal with the subject. 

In further response to your reauest, the Committee authorized the selection of 
a subcommittee to negotiate for an effective ~econstitution of the United 
Palestine Appeal. That subcommittee is at ~our disposal, st~ding ready for 
any negotiations. 

JS/a. 

Cordially yours. 

/s/ Joseph Shulman 

JOSEPH SBUUUN 
Secretaey 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER.6ENCY COUNCIL 
3'42 t.lADISON AVENUE, NEW y·OIW---il-

To !mergency Committees Date December 15, 1948 
• 

F¥om Abe Tuvim 

A communication of trei::iendous importance from the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency in Iara.el has just been i·eceived by the American Section of the 
Jewish Agency. Thls cable clarifies the issues raised in connection with 
the recent controversy concerning Zionist fund-raising in the United States. 
It leaves no doabt as to the body which has "ftll.l responsibility for repre
senting, guiding and 8l!pervising all activities on behalf of the Zionist 
movement and the JeWish Agency on the American scene and all organized 
efforts connected to.1th the tipb•1ilding of Isreel. 11 That body, the Executive 
makes clear, is the .American Section of the Jewish Agency whose chair.nan is 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

The A'llerlcan Zionist movement now has a precise directive establishing the 
pan:mount authority of the America11 Section of the Jewish Agency over the 
political, organizational, fu:id-raising and all other Zionist activities 
carried on in the United States. The decisio~s of the American Section are 
binding upon all branches of .Am@rlcan Zionism, Contravention of its deci
sions is action in defiance of the recognized end responsible authority of 
our move!llen t. 

The Zionist gronps represented in yo11r local emergency committee will 
unquestionably wish to provide their members with authoritative information 
which will clarify any issue raised by the recent contro~ersy. We are, 
therefore. sending you the f'ull te,.t of the Execu.ti ve' s cable addressed to 
Dr. Abbe. Hillel Silver. 'lbe cable follows: 

11THE EXECUTIVE OF THE JEWISH AGENCY Il1 JERUSALlM :8AS LEABNED 

WITH SATISFACTICE THAT THE DIFFER'ENCES AFFECTING THE U.P.A. 

• I 
HAVE BEEN SETTLED BY AGRE!MXNT TE!MINATING A CONTROVERSY 

WHICH MIGHT HAVE IMPAIRED THE 1949 CAMPAIGN STOP WE WOULD 

REQUEST YOU TO CONVEY OUR APPRECIATION OF THE STATESMANSHIP 

AND PATIENCE DisPLAYF.D BY THE LEADERS OF TIIE ZIONIST FONDS 

UNDER YOUR GUIDANCE AS WELL AS OF TD SENSE OF BEsPONSIBILITY 

SHOW 13! ALL CONCERNED AND THE VALUABLE COOPERATl'.ON OF THE 

COUNCIL Ol" JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS STOP NOW 



... 

THAT UNITY IS ASSURED ISRAEL LOOKS FORWABD TO liULL BESUMPTION 

OF ms; WOE ON WHICH ~ IMMIGBA.TlON OF HUNDREDS OF THOUSJUmS 

TRE!R ABSORPTION AND SETTI&IENT ON 1'RE LAND IS SO LARGi!i! DEPEND

!:N"l' STOl'. THE EXECUTIVE WISHES TO PLACE ON RECORD ITS SIGR APPRE

CIATION OF THE NOTABLE ACHIEVIMENTS OF THE KEEEN HAYESOD AND XEBEN 

ltA.mtMH IN THE UNITED STAT::'.S SINCE THEIR INCEPTION AND EXPRESSES 

'l'HE HOPE THAT 13ACKED BY THE WHOLE-HURTBD SUPPORT ~ Al·~1UCAN 

JEWRY THE u.P.A. WILL CONTib1JE 'ro r.JNCTION IN TEiE tOTURE AS m 

TBE PAST AS A UNIFYING CENTRAL WND-WSING AGENCY FOR THE uP

:SUILDING OF. ISRAEL STOP lrli ?10TE WITH PARTICULAR SA!rISFACT!ON 

'mAT THE STATUS AND !NT!Gl\I'l'Y OF THE HISTORIC ZIONIST FUNDS 

HAVE l3Em MAINTAINED AND THEIR AUTRORI'l'Y FULLY UPBELD STOP. 

WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SEND A MESSAG~ OF COMPLETE SOLIDARITY 

W?TH OUR COLJ&GUES IN THE USA STOP WE PARTIOULA'ELY DESIRE TO 

mRESS THAT THE ~RICAN SECTION OF THE JEWISH AGENCY WITH ITS 

PAST RF.CORD o:r GBEAT ACOOM:PLtS!OO::NT nr mE POLI TIC AL FIELD rs 

ENTRUSTED NOW AS I!EB'ETOFORE WITH FULL RESPONSI~tJ,ITY FOR REPB&

SFliTING GUIDING AND SUl'EliVISING ALL ACTtV 

ZIONIST MOV1MEN1' AND THE JEWISH AGENCY 0 

.ALL OB.GAlft ZED EFFOB!t' CQ.'rn'ECTED WITH TEE 

WE ARE LOOKING l'ORWARD TO 

MOV!MENT FIBMLY UNITED BmmD I~S DOL Y 

Xindeat regards. 

AT:RB 



.... 

250 WEST FIITY·SEVENTH STREET • 

Committee o J 
CONTRIBUTORS 
TO T HE UNIT.ED JEWISH APPEAL 

~'EW YORK 19, N. Y. • ROOM 1014 

ABRAHAM FmxBERG, Ch.airman JoscPR SHUL.'\fAS-1 Suretary FRED MoNosso,_, Treasunr 

December 7, 1946. 

ATLQTIO CI'l'Y CON!i'ERENCl!i C.AlfCELLED 

Dear Friend: 

We hasten to inform you that the conf"erence of the Committee of 
Contributors, originall7 planned for Atlantic City this weekend, 
December 11th and 12t.h, has been can.celled. The Committee of 
Contributors today approved an agreement looking towards the re
organization of the United Palestine Appeal for 1949, as formu
lated under the mediation of the Counoil of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds. A oondition of the agreement was the can
cellation of this oonf'erenoe . 

An official ennounoement ot tlUs agreement will be issued by the 
headquarters of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare 
Funds. 

In the meantime we would appreciate your cooperation in advising 
friends who planned to attend the oonferenoe. We want to thank 
you for your interest and your oooperation in the past. 

With best wishes, 

KE/a . 

Cordially yours, 

Abraham Feinberg 
Chairman 

Joseph Shulman 
Secretary 
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Enclosed y~ 'fill find a tranalation of an article appearing 

111 the Yiddish pre88 written b1 s. Margoshes, Actit1g Publicity-

Director of the Zionist Organization of America. 

You will note that the gentle art of character assassination 

is now beiDg extended to attack such devoted sel"Tanta of the Jewish 

people as Henry Morgenthau, Jr., General Chairman of the United 

Jewish 6'ppeal and lliezer Kaplan; Minister of l'inance of the State 

of Israel. 

We would welcome yo'Ur reactions. 
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TRAN§WION FROM YIDm SB 

lt1JER: TOG• (THE D.AY) - December 161 1948 

THE NE? CONSPIRACY 
By: Dr. S. Margosbes 

I am told that the conflict ~ithin the United Palestine Appeal or rather 
between the Montor group and the Zionist Or~a.nization of Amert~a is ended, and 
that it 1s possible n":'!f to turn to other thi~s - and I am prepared to believe 
it. I know that there bas been concl uied a peace a.gree!:lent, and I ha.vs read 
the text of the a,greemcnt j~ t as others did. Therefore. I aI:l well acquainted 
with 1ts contents, and I know that the Montor revolt against the Zio~ist Or
ganization of Anerica has not brought about a revolution in American Zionism. 
In the adoinistration of the Zionist i\mds in .Arertca eveeyth1ng has · rel:lained. 
as it .,as, and the 11 r ebels1 have not succeeded in anythi;ig. I ar.i also well 
aware that the l£ontor group in the la">t minute has given up all its plans !or 
calling a special conference, ~hich would have proclaimed a competitive fund 
vis-a- vis the United Palestine 4ppeal , thus destroying the united JSTish front 
for Eretz Israel. 

I know everJthi~: I a.m not a gr".'.:!'!f."Orn in Zionist affairs, but perhaps 
for that reason my heart is he~vy. I r~r- llJ •7ould like to believe that we bave 
been freed from that Mootor conflict, but I have oy doubts~ The ~ontor revolt 
against the United Pale<: tine Aypa&1 ~ ;h3s bcc-~ defeated, but I am afraid that 
the revolt against American Zionism and in partict~lar against the Zionist 
Organization of ~rica has not been given up, sinco after all, it is not only 
tile question of Kr. Mont er' s job - although a jo? ':V!1ich IaYs $40,000 a year 
is nothing to scoff at. There is the question of a combination and an alliance 
of forces whose aim it is to destroy the entire Zionist movement in Americe., 
and to grab the control - and that in the na.oo of Zion - of the entire Jewish 
coau:nmity of America, no more and no less. Whether Montor alone will lead that 
conspi ra.cy 1s not important to ue at all. That man alone has not begun to be 
of interest to mG, and it is my belief that one has ;re.de too much noise about 
him. lhat is important is the.t behind the Montor group there is hiding · 
a two-fold conspiracy against American Zionism, the conspiracy both on the 
AE:erican scene and the scone in Eretz Israel, and in that conspiracy tt.ere 
are involved quite a number of importBnt grouJ?S and persor.ali tics. And• of 
them 1t is written in the Bible: "and the sons of Korab did not die. 1 

First of all there ls the conspirR.Cy 8€a1nst the Zionist funds in .A:::lerica: 
against the Keren Bayesod and the Jewish BP.tional :&'und. The Montor group • 
speaks of reforms in tho administration of those two J:lllin Zionist IUnd.s, but 
their real intention is to restroy coaplctely the se two Fw:ds. In the last 
analysis these two old-established 5re~t Zionist financial instru::icuts that 
are lldoinistered by Zionists for Zionist purnosPs, ar~ tho backbone of the 
upbuild.ing of Palestine. That adds rosnonaibili cy to the Zionist movement 
in America which the Mont or group nanh to get rid of. If one can succeed 
in undemiuing the Keren Hayesod and the t c r on Kqemeth, then it will be much 
easier to dig a grave for ~crican Zionis~ . The Montor group, ill addition 
to previously good and faithf'ul. Zionists, includes also a largo nucber of old 
and stubborn non-Zioni:";ts and anti-Zionhts, has no respect whatsoaver for the 
Zionist history and for the historic rola which the tmo Zionist Funds played 
in the upbuilding of the Jewish homeland a nd in preparing tile establish:Dent of 
the state of Israel. In the na.ne of so-called •efficiency• thoy are prepared 
to i:iurder the tw~ financial Zionist institutions. I bear that it is said that 
Mr. Morgenthau, after hie return from Ereh Israel, has becoce a convinced 
opponont of the Keren Rayceod and the Kcrec Kaye~oth. He wants to establish 
a now general fUnd which should bo t>.dministered by other people and 1 t is a 
11secrot• for the entire public that Mr. Morgonthau and tho Monter group are 
very closely related. It 1$ quito simple: one is Fl'epa.red to dcstro7 the 
Zionist Furxis by tekin& thoo out of the hands of their builders, the Al:lerica.n 
Zionists and the Zionist Organization of America. 

But the conspiracy Against the Zionist Jlunds is only a pe.rt of the great 
conspiracy on the Almrican scene. That conspiracy does not aim alone at 
American Zionis~ and its influence, but also against the independence of the 
American Jewish community. The simple method is by grabbing the hegemony in 
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American Judaism and to remove the influence of the Zionist organizations of 
which. at the present tim, one is deadly afraid. In the same wrq as fear has 
a thousand eyes, so the Jewish aesimil.ationiete and b.Alf-~ssimilationista in 
in America are seeing the thoUsand-tima exaggerated danger that the Zionists 
intend to fortif,- their influence on the Acericnn casses, nnd that thus the dq 
ma,y come when they, the Zionists, will becoce the governing power in klerican 
Jewish life. In order to !I.Void this. one bas to take froo the Zionlets that 
holy name which is the secret of their power, n~ely - Ereh Israel. .And thus, 
the aesi::ti.1Rtion1sts in A::lerica, and the half-assimilationists have conceived 
the peculiar plan to kill Aaericf.Ul Zioniso through the means of Eretz Israel. 
ln otl"ier words , if a sufficient nucbo r of anti-Zionists will new join the 
bandwe&0n of the State of Israel which no"."I cakes its tri'Ul!lphant tour through 
the whole of America, it will becoc:e possil!le tosteer aw~ that bandwagon from 
the Zionist ~ovement, and deliver it into too hands of those who for fifty years 
or oore have carried on a silent or open ...,arfil.re against the Jewish Ho•land. 
As peculiar as that ma,y sound, it is nevertheless the truth that in America baa 
begun a new grouping of forces which can bo called the anti-Zionist and pro
lsra.el party. And this party. whose aim is nQ less than to grab for theoselves 
the leadership in Aoerican Jwlaiac can. of course, not achieve their a.i:n except 
over the dead body of ;..merican Zionism. And since one has such high abs, there 
are, of course, all ceans peroiaaible including, of course, unwarranted and 
unnecessa.1"7 conflicts in the United J~sh Appeal ard the destruction of the 
l1onist Fw:ids. 

It is interesting and at the sa.,e til:le regrettAble ttat to this combination 
of anti-Zionist forces who have conspired to that extent against tbe entire 
American Jnisb coI:E'i'Ullity, have assoc1P.ted thcoselvcs ele=.ents belongii:g to both 
the Zionist Organization of .America and the Govern..'1Elnt of Israel. lt is cer~&'nly 
~ot logical and cert~inly not worthy of Zionists to c~n:lud.e an alliance witt-
the J cwish assimilationists and half-ass1mila tionists in .:lr.e rica, but our old 
sa&ea who certainly ~ere excellent _psychologiata nave already recognized. in 
ancient tloes that 1 1oTe and hatred break up the front.• So great ~as in soce 
circles, both in America and Ismel, the Jealousy and the h:a.tred of the ZOA 
and their leadership that this hatred led to an alliance between Zionists and 
ene!liea of Zion. Thus, for instance. 1t ls known that the present opposition 
within the ZOA which calla itsell Col!JCittoe f-0r Progrosslve Zionism, stands un
wavering behinii the Montor group although it :iust be clear for everyone in his 
senses that the Montor «1'0UP aims not otily a.t tho destruction of the prestige am 
the authority of the Z.OA but of the entire Zioniat movement. R?"tJever, what ia 
perbapa less known is the fa.ct thn.t certain Mapai elements who belong to tbe 
Oovernment of Israel have per.:itted thetlsclves to be seduced by their antagonism 
and hatred to the Silver-BO'Qltann leadership ln At:erica to "ork hand-in-glove 1'1th 
the Mentor group. '!'bus, for instr·.nce, t.ha press in Israel bas stated that there 
b sufficient reason to beliove that Eliezer Kaplan, tbe foroer treasurer of the 
Jewi ah isgency, and nOl'7 line.nee }(inister in the Israeli G01ernment, is behind 
Kantor and his ~oup in the United States. It is no secret th.at quite a nlltlber 
of Zionist leaders in Acerica have urg8cl Eliezer Kaplan that he call off Mentor's 
attack on the United Palestine Appeal am on Aa:orica.n Zioniso- but without success. 
At the sa:ne ti;ie, Eliezer Xe.plan has entrusted Mr. Montor, who was involved in 
open •aria.re against tile ~erican Zionist DOV' e:ient, with a very 1cportant am 
confidential taa!C. I do not know whether Eliezer Kaplan's ideology is the cain 
•eason for his present connection with the Kont.,r group. The socialist Kaplan 
anyhow bcloDgs to the minioa.li~ts ln the Zionist moveoent, '1henever it oomcs to 
a conflict with the groSB boar90isie and the powerful of this ,.orld. But I am 
¢te convinced that his spiritual concept and, in ,articular, his partisan 
opl'Qaition to tho present ~ersl:ip of the ZOA, certainly has had a lot to do 
with his relations to the Mont or group and to the conflict in Acerican Zionist1. 

However ono looks at the agree=ent bet~ecn the Zionist Orgar.ization and the 
Moiitor gri:>up, 111 the r.atter of tbs United Palestine Appeal - 1fhether or;e believes 
1 t is a truce or an interval in long-terr: l1ar1'are - tile net result is that one 
th111g is certain: tbe de~rs resulting from the Montor gr·up. not only for 
Zionis1:1 in ~rica but for the entire At:erican Je1rl.sh co!JIJWlity, are by no ceans 
ecded. It is safe to assu.::e that those dangers inst•ad o! decreasing or vanish
ing in the new future, will gro" and becooe oore threaten!~ in the course of 
ti~ - unless the Zionists of the "fOrld - and with that I mean also the Zionists 
who now belong to the opposition within the Zionist Organization of Acerica and 
the respectable elecents 1n the Govern..~nt of Israel - will, forgetting their 
internal differences. join forces and with an enon:ious effort fight IUld defeat 
the ne- great dl!nger which has arisen against all of thei:i • 

• • • • • • 



iill n.NALY3IS OF OUR PmlSENT POSITION 

No~, with thS United Palestine Appeal issue temporarily resolved, it is im
portan t for us to obtain some perspective on the strugP,le that lies ahead a.nd 
on our role in it. Forgetting for the mo~ent the success or fail~e in achiev
ing specific reforms within the United Palestine 4ppea.1, we must lift our sights 
so that we may eval.'18.te the underlying struggle which transcends the changes of 
structure and :function of the United Fales tine 4ppeaJ.. 

Basically, we are facing a political struggle, the implications of which 
are of' vital concern not only to the A!!lE! ri can Jewish co!l!Ill\Uli ty, bu. t to Israel as 
well. The events of the laet ;year in Israel have caught the Je~ish CO"lr.'luni ty 
of .,,unerica unprepar~d and ha.~e unfortunately had little effect on Zionist think-
ing in the moment of realization. There are two principal Questions: 

1) Shall the support and energy for Israel be confined to the small and 
limited group ~ho compose the existing Zionist Organization; and 

2) Shall Israel be free to work out its o~n destiny without political 
interfel'ence from the Zionist Organization of America. 

The struggle for the reforms in the United Palestine 4ppeal mu.st be looked 
upcn as the opening skirmish in a ~ar to give Israel maximum aid and to defend 
its integrity. To have aroused the country, to tave brought about serious dis-
sension, to have end?Vigered the United Jewish A.ppeal. for 1949, 11Vould be unpai
donable unless we sho':10d sufficient responsibility to convert this st~gle 
into a. progrW':l for achieving our major ends. Such a struggle, if fought, must 
be fought "'Tith the total cobilization of ~11 elements in the Je~ish community, 
The Z04 leadership bas obtained control during these put few years by using 
all the facilities of a "machine• and also bec(l'USe of the preoceupat1on w:1 th 
the specific co"llftunal service and fund-raising on the part of the responsible 
Jewish leaders througliout the country. There must '.:>e no illusion that a strug
gle to break the "~achine• "'!ill succeed without the use of the energies, resour-
ces, a.nd the devotion of the best leadership in the oountry. It nu.st also be 
recognized that the 11rnachine 11 ":'.'11.1 not cru."Jble in t:1e firi::t onslaught. It vrill 
put its "Tell-oiled machinery and press to "'Ork isl d~st:-.-,;-.::tg 1 ts ene1:1y. It -tl11 
ine rea.se its vilification a.nd. t:"rill resort to even ue~~er at~acks against those 
who l:Tould des troy it. The opposition to the r.l"'lachine ·7 rnus t be prepared for an 
s.11-out struggle for the next year or t':'l'o. 7fo cannot stop the nmachine" by an 
occasional blast, nor by the use of S"lall a1":.'ls. In order to plan the program 
we l!lUS t pursue to free N.lerica a.nd Israel fron the Uni tad and confining poli ti
cal ambitions of the ZOA. leadership, ,...e inust kno"'11 the nature of the "mo.chine." 

ZOA Control 

The Zionist Organization of Anerica. has created a po"10rf111 organization 
with undue influence on Zionist world affairs, on three fronts. They are: 
1) Poli ticaJ.; 2) Financial: and 3) Press and Public Relations. 

The Political. Front 

In vie.,, of the fact that the .:U!lerican Je"'lish community remains the onl:r 
large Je'11isb col'1IIIU1l1ty outside of Israel, it provided a field for developing 
Zionist meo'bership ~hi ch we.a unequalled in any other part of the world. Five 
million Jews were a reservoir from which the ZOA leadership could dra,, membel'
ship. Having author1 ty from the 'lt'orld Zionist CongTess as a recognized. c}\.an
nel for me~bership, the Zionist Organization of Ar.lerica, by making no other 
requirer.tent but the ~ent of $5 or $6, riding on the crest of interest in 
Palestine, capitalizing on the destruction of the Je"7ish cornr.iun1ty of Europe, 
living on the glariour of achievement in Israel, ~ere able to enlist approxi
mately 200,000 nenbers "lho -nere kept faithful to the administration by being 
shielded from any real understanding of its rnotivea. The Zionist press mas 
used for the purpose of glorifying its leadership ani present distorted pio
tures 71hich played do"m anything which !!light take away from the glory of the 
z~ leadership. 

The Zionist Organi~ation of At'lerica, because of its nW"lbers, and because 
of the ineffectual organization of the other parties. set up machinery such as 
the AI!lerican Zionist Emergency Council, "':'hieh provided a plattom tor political. 
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activities and g~ve the necessary r.indO"l7-dressing for the Z04 leadership to be 
able to present to the country and the T.orld the 1opresaion that the7 apenk for 
the entire Zionist movement. By the ruthless process of elir.li.nating 311 Zion
ist lead.era o! stature ":?ho oight take exception to 11 the party line" they -:;ere 
able to surround tlxloselves by inconsequentio:l.. r.ien uhose one virtue was unoues
tioned loyalty to its leaders, 

Policies ~hich brought about, radico.l departures from previous ZOA philo
sophy ?lere l'!'ade •1 thout consul t.ation of the rank and file, rrho ~ere ignorant ot 
the developMents, or for that matter of the atibition ot its leadership. 'l.'hus, 
the a'!lbi tions of !Jr. Silver and Dr. Ne'l.lrlaJUl were the o:ily determinants tor Za.\ 
policy. The ideology of Group •o.1 ~hich supported the social developments in 
Palestine was discarded in favor of the Group 'B' ideology• ~ich turned the 
General Zionists into a. r.iilitant force to oppose o.nd destroy the aocial patterns 
in Palestine. It rrade the General Zionist movenent a rallying point for anti-
labor activi tie a. 

Through the :veight of its r:enbersh1p and through the destruction ot all 
elements '?hich disagreed, it ~ able to cooe to the 'lorld Zionist CoJl8ress in 
powerful nWlbers am 711 th a bloc that co~d be counted on for obedience and 
loyalty to its leadership. 'lbis solid bloc, in the face of dividei and diver
gant points of vie'!T of other delegations ~s o.ble to .styoie or defeat plans and 
resolutions presented by the P!l.lestinian delegations, Tbus, through the Con-
gresses, this ne.,., mchine began to exert undue influence over Palestine Zionist 
foreign and dooestic policies. Dr. Ch i~ W~iZ!"lann's bUl!?iliation and d.efeat &a 
president of the Zionist 7orld Organization was only one ot the victorioa of 
the Zionist Orga.niza.tion of 4l!Jerica. The detoat ot Eliczer Kapllln's plan tor 
reorganization of the United Pa.1estino .ApJ>l.!1'11, "lhich provided for ccr.mnmity re
presentation, V1as another victory for tho Zionist Organization of A::10rica. 

The Confoderation ot General Zionists ~as revived aa a oe!lD& of brin{dng 
within the orbit of Dr. Silver and Dr. Neu~ann's influence General Zionists 
thro\Jbhout the l7orld. Dr. Israel Go1astc10, "'ho had proved his loyalty, 1'aa 
given the r esponsibility !or this new 1orld orgllllization ~1th the blessings of 
Dr. Sil vcr 3nd Dr. Neumann, Thi a was, of course, nocesaary if the General 
Zionists ~ere to becone a ~orld organizn.tion for the purpose of combs.tting pro-
gressive eler.ients in Israel. This was to bo sono compensation !or the fact 
that the General Zionists bad pro.cticall7 1:1> rna.s ... ouppcrt in Israel. 

There were other ~teys truren recently to !: ';:'Cngthen the influence of Dr. 
Silver and Dr. Uctm'.llln in world Zionist a!f~irs, After the loss of the only 
progressive clements within the General Zionl9 t rJJVement, Haoved Hazioni and. 
the Gruenbaun faction. they began to enlist the ~upport of the moat reactionary 
elements in Israel, -,.,ho had never been identified nth any party, and they ex
pressed syt:i~thy for the rising Cheruth r.iovenent, r.iade up of former members ot 
the Irgun and the Revisionists. on many occasions they expoused the clai~• 
of ~evisionis ta. On the .Ar.terican scene the7 l!Bde l'izra.chi dependent upon the!!!. 

Space does not pemlt a detailed report on nil the r3r.lif'icati ons of thla 
ag~easive effort on the part of the Zionist Organization ot ~erica to build 
thia power1'1.l nach1ne for the control an:l conq,ueat of political p0V1er in order 
to aha.pa the future of Israel. Suffice it to s~ tba.t this remains one of 
the most d.unge rous threats to the freedoo of Israel. 

On the Financial Front 

One of the most po"l'erful instruments ";rich the Zionist Organization ot 
America hll8 '"ielded in its struggle for p~1cr, at hor.ie and in Israel, ~s bee.n 
one ~hich 111as fllBhioned to a large extent ~ithout their belp. The United Je..,,_ 
ish Appeal. responsive to the staggering needs in Europe and in Palestine, 
was able to sticulate Jewish communities thro~out the country to provide 
gigantic 8\1.';IS of ~oncy for relief in Europe and upbuilding in Palestine, In 
vi6'fr of the fact that the Zionist Organization of ~erlca had assured itself 
of complete control of the instruments for trans~itting funds to Palestine, 
even in the days when soe.ll f'Unds r.ere forthconing, they became the heirs ot 
this new uindfall. In spite of the fact that tm Zionist groups played only 
a r.1inor role in raising the funds, and in spite of the fact that the funds 
ca:ie, for the most part from non-affiliated Jews throughout the country, the 
~ leadership tightened its control over the d1stri0ution of these funds. It 
used the influence of these dollars ror bringing about poli ttcal alignments 
llJld !or exerting undue in:fluence in Zionist affairs. It kept the United 
Paleatlne QPpeal aa an ineffectual creature ot tho Xeren H.ayesod !Uld tbe Keren 
Xayeoeth, which were doninated by the Zionist Organization of 4nerica. Here 
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a&ain it used the other iartiea as a front and frequently a1 a tool. There ia 
no need to elaborate on the undue influence e:11eried by the ~ leadership en 
world Zionist affairs, since it has been recently mode clear that the 4J!lerican 
Zionist lead.era have practically converted the Jemah Agency to just. another 
front for their politic:ll ambitions. 'Ibey have reaisted any genuine participa.-
tion by the coMT'TUili ty leaders ":'Tho ~re prinarily respond ble tor rsiaing the 
tum.a. In recent rnontha they have taken over 1he United Palestine .Appeal. !'lore 
firmly thun ever before by their choice ot chairman ani executive director. 
Control of fund.a providas the oil tor the na.chine. Unless this control is 
broken, Israel will receive decreasing O."lolmts of funds. and tbe United Paiea
tine 4ppeal '17111 serve the Z04 nore and Israel less. 

On the Press and Public Relations Front 

One ot the most effective weapons in the hands of the ZOA leadership ia 
it& press and its control of tbe Yiddish and oost ot the ~glo-Je.,S.eh periodi
cal•• Through 1 ta 1 New Palestine" and other priodicala, 1 t reaches out to 
every i:art of the country on an organized basis, and helps to mold public 
opinion in ita omi way. It. of course, pel"l!ltts no real discussion of issues, 
and 1 t studiously avoids any naterial 7thic!> !'light ouestion the "1.sdon of it. 
policies and its leadership. It has made itself' the prirna~r obannel for pro
V1d1ng information on Zionism and Israel, and .las through the ttse of :funds and 
patronage doninated the Yiddish prcas and thereby excluded fron 1 ta oolumns 
any objective discussion of Zionist is1ues. Since Pllil.eatine newa baa been of 
great 1clportance, the hand-outs of 1 ts publicity ~eiartnent ha.ve been readily 
accepted by the 411glc>-Jewi sh preH. Need.leas to s91Y • the releases and reports 
are colored in its favor. Many of the Yiddish joumal.ish are in ih pe.y. 
Its influence on the J01fisb Agency am on a.11 other Zionil t institutions guar9Zl
teea that its publications and its releaaea ?Till be 'llritten in a way 1'hich 
strengthens the zo.r a point of v1ei7, and adnirea 1 ti leaderahip. There ia no 
free forum for a !rank discusaion of the \lfisdorn of Zionist Policiea. The 
occaaional. er.iergency and the haphazard organisation of a lil'li.ted opposition 
paper is no !'lore of a threat to the leadership ot the Zionlat Organ1iat1on of' 
ADerica than an ocoa.&ional. sting ot a bee on the hide of an elephant. 

The control ot the press and the press services 1a perhaps the 1110•t 
potent weapon in l'JB.intaining the ignor~ce of Zioniat l!S.sse1. 

4 S3ges ted Progran 

If a serious effort is to be "'8de to develop rrass support for Israel am 
to relieve Israel of the pressure of self-seu'kt!lg and SMbitioua Zionist lead.a~ 
1hip in this country we rrus t carey: on the strugde on all fronts even in those 
areas where they now lave absolute supreMacy. A prereauisi te tor the develop-
oent of this issue is a aolid core of co~"lUllity leaders who recognize that 
this struggle transcends in importance evor: such vital l"\!lttera a.a tund railing 

' in 1949. There nust be a crusading zeal on tre p3.rt of l"len and women who wi 11 
be prepared to carry the struggle if nead be 'into every cl ty and town in the 
country. There must be no illusion that the battle could be fought by fun:ls 
and profeasional direction alone. 

If the ingredient of leadership is available, '1'8 must go ahead with the 
prol'lpt development of a national. structure UDier the professional guidance of 
oen who lmcm the field and "1ho know the country. It will reouire a compre-
hensive program ~hich will provide for ua the vehicles necessary to con'bat 
the rJa.chine in the various arenas in "'lhich this struggle can be fought. 

1. The rolitical Arena 

There bas been a rather ineffectual opposition 'Vi thin the ZOA kno"9'Jl as 
tha Col!ll:littee for Progreasi ve ZioniSl!l. It baa suffered from its lack of 
homogeneity and frol"l a lack of consistent a.nd tull-time progrens. Through 
ita periodical.. it haa occasionally provided pin pricks and its activity has 
been 11Mi ted to certain seasons of the year9 generall~ • pre-convention non tbs. 
I ts chief difficulty la that it ho.1 functioned as an ad hoc co1'111li ttee and i t11 
leadership has stepped gingerl.7 be~en loyalty and treason to the za.a.. In 
mor.>ents of aggresaiveneas, it hcl.1 been denounced by some ot its 07111 nembe?\-
ship. In nol!lents ot appeaaeMent it baa been denounced by others. From the 
abaence of a cleal'-cut policy, from a lack ot &ggreHive iniaalona17 work and 
from a failure to fight iaaues to their logical conclualon, the Com1 ttee for 
Probessive ZionisM has been ineffectual. 
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Roirever, the Com.'11 ttee for Progressive Zionisn provides a vehicle •hieb 
should be carefully considered as a useful instru"lent for a consistent and 
all-out struggle within the ZOA in order to reform the present organi2:ation 
and to replace its irresponsible leadership. Th.is organization must be pro
perl;y financed, properly staffed and its progra:i clearly defined and inten
sively prornoted. 

There is so,,,e question "'lhether there should be a fornal relationship be
tween the Cor.imittee for Progressive Zionisn am this oe"' national organization 
which we contecpla te. The re are oany "71 thin the ranks of the Cor.tM1 t tee of 
Contributors who ~ould be reluctant to become identified :tlth any segriient of 
the present ~. The re are others who do not 'llant to becone part of a strug
gle w1 thin the Zionist l!lovernent. Whether the Conni ttee for Progressive Zion
isn bocomu part of the new national. organization or not, there certainly can 
be a close collaboration bet"Teen both organizations. 

One should also give considerotion to the advisability of' setting up in 
this country a ne~ political party interested in ~obilizing all eleaenta for 
the purpose of supporting the '.'10rk in Israel and for the purpose of encourag-
ing the progressive ele~ents in the State of Israel. In essence, there is 
need for a new Zionist organization in the finest tradition of general Zionism. 
In its original concept general Zionis~ ~as a territorinl. ~ovenent devoid of 
any political ar::bitions other than the facilitation of the development of a 
Jewish honeland. If it showed any political tendenc:r it was in support of 
progressive elenents ~ithin Israel . There is reason to believe that -1th the 
esta'ol isb"lent of the State of Israel, there night be hundreds of thousands o! 
Jews t;Jho -r.ould be prepared t.o join a new Zionist party whieh 'PlOuld not in-.rolve 
then in any struggle "?'!th the Jews of Isrsel who should be le!t to detemine 
their o-;m political destiny:. There are nany thousands 'of Jews who, in the 
last te":1 years, have cone closer to Israel, but '!Tho have been reluctant to be
corie pa.rt of the z~. This nei>r party could accept all American Jews, regard
less o! their past affiliation. 

4 ne- partr can be developed ~ithout the waste of effort of' struggle with
in the old party. Instead of destToyint; to"Uers o! strength bilild by years of 
control, one sinply sidesteps it and deprives it of ne~ blood and thereby 
al.lo~• it to cl'W'lble under its O'J'1Il ~eight. Thu establishment of a new party 
is not simple. There are certain requirements eet dovm by the 7orld Zionist 
Congress. There ia a li~itation of time if this party is to play an7 role 
in the next 1orld Zionist Congress which is scheduled to take place in AUgust. 
There ~ight be a possibility of establishing an international character by 
joining ~ith the new progressive party in Israel. Theze is a possibility of 
working out sorn1.: alliance in tems of a joint slate ivi th the Labor Zionists 
in this country, or ;vith Ra.iassah or ~th both. 

In general, if the Co!;u:dttee for ?rogressive Zionisn is to be naintained, 
the struggle must start at once with an eye towards an independent slate at 
the ZOA. convention in July. If a new party is 'to be established, the Z04 
convention can be disregarded anl a ~ore intensive effort be directed to~ards 
representation at the 1'orld Zionist Congress through the sale of Sbkolim and 
through possible alliances. In any case, the political strug'4e 'lfithin tbe 
Zionist movenent, is of paramount inportance and r:rust be promoted vigorously. 

2 . The Financial Arena 

It is of great significance that the decision to continue the Co1'11!littee 
of Contributors brought about anger almost to the point of consternation on 
the part of the 'CJP4 leadership. Tl-.ere is no doubt ttat they &a"7 in the con
tinunti on of the Co!"l1:'1i ttee a very serious threat to their control ot the UP.ct.. 
One should juige by the distress of the enemy that this very aensitive area 
mist continue to feel pressure of a gro7ing Cocr:iittoe of Contributors. The 
Connittee of' Contributors was successful in ~obilizing the finest and most 
significant group of co"ITTuni ty lead.ors of any organization in this country. 
t t must continue to function not only as 9. -atch dog of Palestine funds but 
it cust continue to press for the eli~ination of political control of public 
Jen sh funds. 

The ZOA ::ius t ' be deprived of the strength and sustenance "hich they manag-
ed to obtain fror.i the handl.ing am transdssion of f'U.Ids. The ZC>.4 "7ould 
lose considerable strength in the political field and in Israel if the funds 
raised from the public could be transmitted directly to Israel. 



.... 
- 5 -

It b tr:iportant that the Comdttee of Contri'butora continue to throw the 
aearchlight on ::f"tlnde rateed for Israel and to strengthen i ta force• in eve17 
com.unity in the country. !here are a nunber of specific taaka which lie 
ahead for the Conoittee of Contributors. Briefly they ares 1) to push for 
the prompt reorganisation of the tlPA in the spirit and letter of the ne~ly 
arrived at &greel!lent: 2) to obtain the beat and moat representative connunity 
lead.era among the ~on the tJP..a. Boards; 3) to be in constant touch ..,1th this 
~ a.a well as the 6o,& f'ror:1 the Zioniat partie• to make 1Hue• el.ear, to point 
up improper practices and policies and to generally inf'l.uence proper action 
within the UP~ 

Such an organization must be in closest touch with 1'eltare l'u:nda, the 
Council of Jewish Jedel'6tion1 and J'elfare J'und1. and u.ae i te influence ""1 thin 
the United Jewi ah A.ppeal. 

3. Press and llublic :!lelationa .t.rena 

It 1hould be obvious to anyone irho ha1 been reading the Yiddi ah and 4.ngle>
Jewi ah pre91 that the Co~i ttee of Contributors ha.a been given practically no 
space and 11 ttle edl toria1 approval. It has been reported. to ua that even in 
Israel the preas carried biased stories favoring the ZO. leadership. 1htle 
1 t i 1 true that ao::lEI of the biased react ions came from mali oe and aor.te ..ere 
paid for, 1 t 11 only fair to state that "l!e laok the vehicle a for reaching the 
pre••· There is a need for an Allglo-Je'rlah po.per which can reach out into 
every co"'lnuni ty and tell the story and to dlscua• the iawea. The !fe• Pale._ 
tine with a cirC'Ulstion of well over 200,000 is one of the new national 411glo-
Je'!'119h p.l.pera. Its point of view is obviously ~tisa.n, its ail!l 1• to glortf':y 
the z°" leadership, Thia c31'l only be fought bj' the eatabllahnent at ihe eai-
liest nonent of a periodical which ~11 apJ>t..,a.r either weelcl7 or bi-ftek:ly and 
llfhieh ~ill have the support and direction of the Co1'%"\1 ttee ot Contnbutor1 and 
o~her interested parties. It rnay ~c possible to consider the conversion ot 
such a periodical as Haganah Speaks into i'.ln ."1'1glo-Je71iah paper, national in 
scope, ~hich .,,ill provide news on Israel o.nddevoto considerable apace to pro~ 
lems. ..,.ithin the ~eriean Jewish col'U'IUnity. Such an instrunent can 'be of in-
estiJ!18.ble value to .'..Uld in fact. an essential pa.rt of the struggle that must ?>e 
carried on, 

Related to thh, but functioning independently, should be a press service 
for the Yiddish and 411gl.o-Yiddish preas throughout the Country. The .tt.nglo-
Jewish preSB w1 th its lir.iited resources is entirely dependent on handouts and 
press services. The JT4 and Palcor are at present its chiet source of supply 
of news. Even canned ed.! torials are frequently gobbled up and used in to to 
by the Anglo-Je-rlsh press. l'ortunatel7, there still exiata t.he shell of a 
press service known a.a the Independent Jewish Preaa. It has been long gasp
in& for breath and only proopt action can re1uac1tate 1 t. lt baa contacts 
throughout the country and 1 t ls know to the Anglo-.1e"1.ah preaa. ._ umei
etand that 1 ts :tacili tiea could be tal«ln over, enl.:lrgcd and improved if fundt 
and central direction were a.v~l.ablc. It could provide cable service from 
Israel and 1 t could counteract some of the colored stories which appear in 
the Jira or provide nateriol. which does not appear w1 thin that service. 

Thus t with the ADglo-J' e-vi sh press and ';71 th the pre a 1 10 rri ce, "'e could 
carry the i11ues to tbe public and correct some ot tbo distorted reporting on 
which the &iglo-Je"t'ish press and Yiddish press no.,, dapend. 

$ 'mUC'l'lTBS 

In order to provide a pla.nful and coordinated service 1 t ,,ould seem delil'
o.ble that there be set up an org3nization •i th aima broad eno\ldl to incorporete 
all ct these activities. Obviously, there ~ould be need tor expert personnel 
in ea.ch of the various fields. :91.lt the over:il.l progran ahould have the bene
ti t of a coordinate:! plan. Pe~aps, an organisation knomi as ~r1cans United 
tor Israel Might have the kind of broad progran to provide a cover for the 
variety ot acti vi ti e1 1n -,,bi eh ..a rms t engage. 

Detail• on the !'1nanc:lal needs tor these organisation• could 'be "ITOrked 
out at an early date. Sorle of the program• would be eligiole for Jelfare 
rum aupport, 1.e. pre1s aerrice. Other1 'lrould have aooe source of income, 
1.e. the newspaper. Other1 would have 'o 4ep.e4 •tlii.17 upon contribution1 
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by interested parties. It is clea.r. ho~evert that for the first year's opera
tion there ~ould be a need for the sun of between $350,000 tlnd ~500,000. 'lbeae 
tunds would have to be obtained by the leaderehip in conjllllction -rt th prof"es
sional personnel~ There ~ould be little likelihood ~f conducting a public 
canpo.ign but the funds could be obt.:lined bf personal solicitation of contribu
tions IUnning froo $1,000 to $10,000 a piece. 

There la before us the alternatives ei th: r dissolution of the Conni ttee 
of Contributors with the satisfaction th:it some iaprovercnta have been obtained 
or the setting up of a virile and dynanic organization detel'T'lined to break the 
hold of Z04 leadership and to help free Israel fron its unwholeso"'e interference• 

/a. 
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Harold Goldenberg of J.tinr.eanolis gave a summary of negotiations 
held with the u~A since Oct. 22 . uist of this re~ort wa s to indicate 
that Neumann bad opera ted in bad f aith, and th~t negotiations seemed 
to be f a irly sterile. Examnle of b ad f a ith was fact that at ODA conference 
in Chicago over weekend of Nov. 6-7, while a group of our Committee was 
meeting with Neumann in his room upstairs in the hotel to iron out a 
compromise, a resolution was being offered (and pa ssed) on the conference 
floor donstairs. ~hen a note wa s ~ent up to Neumann indicating this fact, 
be smiled and said that further negotiations were academic, that the UPA 
had just passea itb r e solution. and there it was . Our group was tremendousl~ 
di sil l usi one d. 

The Council of Jewi&h Federations and Welfare Funds is still attempting 
to help arbitrate. They haTe asked us for a statement of our principles in 
writing, and for another meeting between three of our group and SilTer, 
Neumann, and Goldstein of the UPA. We dratted such a statement, and 
appointed a committee of Goldenberg, Fred Monosson, Abe Feinberg, Sam 
Rothberg, Joe Shulman to meet with them. 

OUr statement of principles contains simply three items: 
1. That there sh ould be 50~ community re r esentat ion on the 

UPA board, in order to give those who r &ise the money a 
voice in its di~bursement. 

2. That fun~s be trasnmitt ed directly to Israel, without going 
through Keren Kayemetb and Keren Haye&od off ices in New York. 

3. That t he Jewish Agency Executive in Israel haTe a voice in 
the all ocation of moni~s destined for Israel. 
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Although it was a.eµ-eed to draft this statement, and ~ppoint the 
group to negotiate further on the basis of it, the feeling WG S that 
nothing would result. ill seemed conT1nced that SilTer and ~eumann 
would neTer giTe up co~trol over the funds, and that additional negotiation 
as only for public relations value - namely, that our Com~ittee must 
xhaust eTery effort, in order to aToid the accusation that we onerated 

in haste and that we split the OJA thro~ our stubbornness . So another 
series of negotia tions will take nlace, but with the ' TeTailing sentiment 
that they are already foredoomed. 

Someone a sked about Eliezer Ka~lan•s at t itude. It must remain in 
confidence, out of deference to him, but confidentially, it cP.n b~ said 
that he h~~ alre~dy exnressed nimself fiS being sym~·.thetic to the eims 
of our Committee. This cannot be stated publically, however. 

Mentor summed up the three cour&es of action left o~en to us: 
1. Accept the fact that the ZOA should control the OPA. Give 

up the fight. boae men sincerely might not w~nt to fight, 
mi5 ht prefer peace and unity, at any price. 

2. Try to reform the UPA slightly, by accepting their offer 
of 1/3 community representation, and giving up point 2 of 
our principles {which is really the important one, since the 
percentage of repre5entation can always be a~reed upon, and 
is only secondary anyhow.) This would help rem~ve .22!!!! of the 
pressure frrm Kanlan, who is struggling alone in Israel 
against u~A domination from the 8tates. (Exam~le of the 
delegation of Revisionists who came to US to ask for an 
allocation from UoA. This is incredible.) 



3. Create a new channel through which jews of America can giTe 
funds for Israel, and know that those funds will be transmitted 
if full, directly, and without ryolitical strings Ptta ched. 

GreaL deal of discussion followed on these three alternative 
courses of action, and it was agreed that anything less than the third 
wa~ simply s~arring with the issue. The six 7oints of the Pittsburgh 
meeting of Oct. ~2 were re-read, and i~ was felt that all provisions of 
~he first five had already been complied with, and that it was now time 

to implement j6. Here are the six points, repeated: 
1. A committee of c•ntributors ~nd Workers shbll be estaolished. 
2. Of1icers of the ColDlllittee sb&J..l be named. 
3. Every effort must be made to mobilize pressure upon the UPA 

so that it shall be reconstituted with adequate represent~1on 
named by the Jewish communities themselves and with full powers 
over expenditures in the us. 

4. The Committee shall be e11powered to communicate with all 
communities and individuals to obtain sun~ort for the Committee 
delibera• ions and actions. 

5. Authorize the Committee to nublicize its activities RS re~uired. 
6. Only in the event of failure to bring about a satisfactory 

reconstitution of the unA, the desirability of setting u~ a 
new Israeli fund &hall be exnlored, after consultation with all 
interested parties, and only after convoking a meeting of the 
Jewish comt.J.unities to advise upon this step. 
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7. The Committee shall advise the JDC and USNA of its actions. 

General sentiment, strongly expressed, was that points 1-5 aboTe 
bad been implemented, and it eas now time for #6. #7 would come later. 
Goldenberg moved #6, many people discussed it at Tery great length. 
Maurice Beninstein of Syracuse and Fred Harris of Chicago expressed 
some doubts, but agreed ,o go along, and eTeryone else s~oke heatedly 
in faTor. Resolution was passed to conToke a National Conference in 
Atlantic City on Dec. 11-12. Conference call would be issued by our 
Committee to all Wel~are Funds of country. Pur~ose of eonference would 
be to consider ways and me ns of esta"!Jlishing most effectiTe tY"'e of 
aid to Israel. 

After resolution was pasbed, more general discussion was held, in 
which various ~uestions were sked. What is Morgenthau's att itude! 
No one can speak for him. But his recent trip to Israel made a terrific 
impresbion on him. He is wholely and solely devoted now to devising 
means to help Israel. He askec:i the Jerusalem bectiou of the Agency 
Executive to prepare a declaration of independence, as it were, seTering 
itself from the ZOA. He will not head any UJA in 1949, -..tbthe UJA 
constituted as it is presently. Whether he will join a new fund is not 
known. But he will certainly find some channel through which to work. 

Someone asked why the entire UFA board (120 men) had not been 
called into session. It was re"!)orted that SilTer and .l'eumann haTe cont 
sistently o·~rosed that, because it is known that 84 of the board me•bers 
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are sympathetic to the nrinci"Oles of the Comtnittee, and would force tbe 
uPA to a ccept them. Therefore all ~roceedings have gone through only the 
.Executive of the U'"A, not their whole bo:-. rd. Eft arts by Wise, by many 
individual board me11ebers to have a meeting 1~onvoked have :faile4. 

Beed for good nublic relations was stre~ssed. Absolutsly essential 
to explain to community wela:fer funds what 11s happening. Also absolutely 
ess ential to prepare some sort of manual. or 11eaorandum for Committee 
members ~hemselwes, so they may have answers to ~uestions raised back 
in their respective communities. 

Samuel Cher, vice-president of Young A Rubicam, a devoted Zionist 
and member of this Committee, will prepare a public relations program, 
with help of Mentor. 



HENRY MONTOR 

3338-21QT .. STREET, BAVSIOE, LONG ISLAND 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
T~le Emanuel 
1595 Pearl Street 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

November ~6, 1948 

Thanks for sendirig me a cow of YOU!' letter of 
November ~3rd to Josepb: Shulmcn abOut your visit to 
Omaha. I em deliglited 'Wi.1:.li the r.esUlts . Certainly 
there could be no one better to speck tempera.tely 
and objective~ of ~itat is involved. 

With werm regards ud looking forwurd to seeing 
you in December, I am 

Cordiel~y yours, 

He~tor 
I 

HM:BG 
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UP. Jose h hulman 
Co itte of Co tributors 
6 Eas 3 t Etre t 
H w York, ew York 

De r r. nul n: 
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By c ec in 1 y 
t e en eith 
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Sincer ly your , 
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e 

Rabbi B rbert A. r1 an 

Is 
cc lfr. enry ontor 
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, 

Abraham Feinbe rg 
Chairman 

COl:!MITTE! OF COlfTRIBUTORS 

. Room 1014 
250 West 57th St~ 

New York:.. N.Y. 

Joseph Shulman 
Sec t"etaey 

Fred Monosson 
Treasurer 
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PRIVATE AND NOT roa PUJil,IC.ATION 

UP.A BRE~4'KS FAITH AGAIN 

Our negot iatione orith the UPA h!lve ng~in ·oeen brou€'ht to an i~se by 

another breach of f~ith on the part of the UP.A. leadership. After a !lU!!lber of 

negotiating meetings, the last of which held at the office of the Council of 

Jewish iedtrations R.nd ielfcire Funas, ran from ~onC.ay evening, November 22nd, 

at 5:00 F.M. until fues~ morning, !~ovember 23rd at 6:00 A.~. 1 general agree-

ment was reached 1n several important llre~s With the unde rsta.nding that final 

agreement would depend on the ultil!i~e phrasing which wculd have to 'be subnitted 

to each party for review and endorsement. It was clearly understood by all 

p~rties including the Mediating Col!ll!littee of the CJFiiF that the prelimin~ry 

documents de!\.ling oith these are~s were designed only for review by the parties 

concerned '1Ild would be treated as rdghly confidential, It was also agreed in 

the preliminary discussions that under no circ\ll?lstSUlces was there to be any 

public announcement until final agreement in all points had been reqched, at 

which time only the CJFfrF would be authorizod to i~sue a public st~tene~t. How-

ever, on the norning of ~ednesd.8¥, Nove~oer 24th, there appeared in all of the 

Yiddish press in New York City full statements giving distorted 9.11d biased re-

ports of an alleged agreement. The stqtemcnts thcnselves leave no doubt 1\8 to 

their source. One Yiddish paper cited ~s the source of the information "one of 

the most prominent Zionist leaders;" another refers t~ a statement by Dr. Emanuel 
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Neumann, one of the UPA negoti~tors. 

Although this new violation of good faith on the part of the people re-

presenting the UPA was a great shock to us, of still greater concern is the re-

velation of the real intentions of the leaders of the UPA. It is very evident 

fr~m the st~tements made and the interpret~tion offered that the representatives 

of the UPA do not give the same interpretation to the words used in negotiations 

and agreements as do the representatives of our Committee. Even where agree-

~ent h~.s ~re~dy been reached and where ~ paragraph bas been initiated by both 

sides, the vagaries of 18.Ilo~ge are already being used to nullify the changes 

envisaged and to assure the continuation of the present unsatisfactory arrange-

men ts. 

Our Committee has as its prime objectives two fund~.mental changes in the 

present structure ~.nd operations of the UPA? both of which have to do with its 

relationship with Israel: 

1) The Coooittee insists that all funds raised oy the UPA be transmitted 
diractly to Israel. Several days ago, it had reached an aocord with 
the representatives of the UPA on a paragraph whi.ch it thought would 
guarantee such procedure. we thought we had an agreement. The ZOA 
leaders. however, are now insisting th~t the same paragrr.i.ph can also 
be u;ed to ~ssure the conti!ll.lAtio~ of the present arrangements, by 
which complicated diversionary processes delay the transmission of 
funds to Israel. 

2) The second aim of the Committee is th3t only the Executive of the Jew
ish .Agency in Israel would have finP,l "'.uthori ty as to all allocations 
and gr;;uits outside of the basic bencf icia~ies. The UPA representa
tives are now complicating the !!latter by insisting that such authority 
also be granted to the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kaye??:eth, which would 
further diminish gnd weaken the supre~e ~uthority of the Jewish ~gency. 

It has become quite clear to the officers of the ComI!littee of Contribu-

tors that if unity is to be nchieved 'Uld ~ strong ~d effective UJA eer:ipaign 

for 1949 is to be cre~ted, negotiations with the represent~tives of the UPA must 

begin all over again. 
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The Negotiating CoI!II:littee of the Coomitte~ of Cootributors is prepared, 

despite the bre~ch of faith th~t took pl~cc in Chicago and this newest dis~ppoint

cent, to meet again with tee representatives of the UPA in order to a:?"rive at a 

clear cut and unequivocal pro~.m which would help cre~te the most effective 

machinery for bringing a.id to Is~~el q,nd would, P.t the &Ame ti:me, ~ssure tN\t 

that aid sbe.11 in no •RY be diverted or del~ed. 

It is obvious, however, thel.t under theso circumstf3.llces our plans for a 

conference of community leaders in Atlantic City~ on December llth t!lld 12th, 

become increasingly icportRnt. we will then be able to present a full report 

on our negotintiona and at the same time tRke counsel with the leaders of the 

Acerican Jewish CO!!lI!illllities on how to achieve :the mCIBt of!'ective ce:uls of pro

viding aid to Isr~el diractly. 
• 

ATLANTIC CITY 

Ple~ae rne.ke your reservations at once and urge other community leaders 

to join with ua at the !:l:lergency Con:f'erence in Atlantic .City at the Hotel .Ritz

Carlton on Saturd.a,y 6lld Sundqy, December 11th n.r.d 12th. 

1~. 
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250 WEST FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET • 

Committee of 

CONT RIB U TORS 
TO THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

NEW YORK 19, N . Y . • ROOM 1014 

ABR.AHA.'\f FEt:?l<"'ll!RG, Cluzi:nrum JOSEPH SHULMAN, Secretary FltED MoNOSSON, Treasurer 

CONFIDENTIAL January 3, 1949 

Dear Friend: 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of t.he Committee of Contributors held at 
the Hotel Astor on Tuesday evening, December 28th, 1948. Tl:ie following decisions 
were made i 

1) The Committee of Contributors will do eve17th1ng within its 
power to encourage maximum support of the United Jewish Appeal 
campaign in 1949. 

2) It will make every effort to encourage the con~inued leadership 
of Henry Morgenthau, Jr. as General Chairman of the United Jewish 
Appeal. It will also do eve17thing within its power to urge the 
continuation of Henry Vontor's services in the United Jewish Appeal. 

A report was presented at the meeting on steps being taken to implement the re
organization of the United Palestine Appeal so as to include ~ representation of 
the communities. The Committee expressed its gratification at the prompt steps being 
ta.ken by the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds in its effort to work 
out plans speedily for selecting the 40~ participation by the Jewish communities on 
the Boards of the United Pales~ine Appeal. 

We would urge community leaders to facilitate the early ohoioe of representatives 
on the UPA Boards, and we are prepared to extend whatever help we oan in bringing 
about the prompt selection and the earliest possible reconstitution ot the UPA. 

In the meantime, we would like to urge you to make every effort to be present at 
the Atlantic City Conference in order to assure the UJA maximum support for the 
crucial campaign in 1949. 

We value your past support and look forward to continued cooperation on behalf of 
effective fund-raising for Jewish needs. 

AF/en 
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Committee of Contributors 
to the United Jewish Appeal 

250 West 57 St. Room 1014 
Bew York 19. N. Y. 

December 30. 1948 

Mr. William Rosenwald 
Yr. Herman L. Weisman 
Dr. Jonah B. Wise 
United Jewish Appeal 
166 West ~th St. 
New York. l.Y. 

Gentlemen: 

At a meeting of the Committee of Contributors. held at the Hotel 
Astor on 'ruesd&7 evening. Deoember 28th, 1948. the following reso
lution waa passed: 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT 

the Committee of Contributors will, nth the utmost 
dispa'toh, urge its members, triends and supporters 
throughout the country to give maximum assistance to 
the United Jewish Appeal campaign in 1949. 

The Coumiittee of Contributors, recognizing the criti
cal needs of Israel, the urgent programs for relief in 
Europe. and care of immigrants in this oountry, pledges 
itself to help arouse the oountry to the ohallenge in 
1949. 

I would like to assure you that the members o~ the Cormnittee trill 
be prepared to assume whatever responsibility may be assigned to them 
so that the most effective mobilization of American Jelfl7 can take 
place in order to bring about the suooesa of tbe campaign. We are 
asking our people to rededicate themselves to the saored task of 
bringing relief and rehabilitation t.o Jews who m4y need it. 

AF/en 

Sincerely yours, 

Abraham Feinberg 
Chairman 



C omnzittee of 

CONT RIBUTO RS 
TO THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAl. 

250 WEST FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET • NEW YORK 19, N. Y. • ROOM 1014 

A.8Jv.HAM F..EL'JBRR.G, Chairrrurn JosBPH 811.ULMA.."J, Secretary Fun MosossoN, Trcaswer 

PERSONAL AND CON1IDENI'IAL 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
1595 Pearl St. 
Denver, Colo. 

Dear Rabbi P'riedmall: 

.January 3, 1949 

You are cordiilly invited to attend a meeting or the member.ship of 
the Committee ot Contributors which Will be held at the Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
in Atlantic City on Wednesday eveajng. Jan~17 12th at 10:3() P.M. This 
meeting Will be limited to our own membership and Will be held at a time 
which Will not intertere with the UJA Con:terence which will be in session. 
At this meeti:ng there Will be a tull and rr8llk discussion on the activities 
ot the Cammi ttee ot Contributors thus tar, and plans •ill be developed ror 
our Philadelphia meeting as well as tor our f'uture role in the American 
J ewish seene. 

our Executive Committee met last on Tuesday, December 28, at which 
ti.me a number or decisions were arrived at, Which we would like to share 
with you. Attar considerable discussion, it was agreed that the Committee 
ot Contributors would pledse its :fullest support to the 1949 campaign, in 
view ot the critical needs in Israel and in FAJ.rope. It was made clear 
that the struggle tor reto:m in the organization of the United Palestine 
Appeal was motivated by our deep concern that the maximum assistance be 
given to Jews in Israel. A letter pledgi.Jlg the tu.ll support ot our member
ship has already been sent to the :tiltional. Chair.man ot the United Jewish 
Appeal. 

The meeting also dealt with the problem ot imp1e:menting at once the 
changes brought about as a result or our negotiations. It is reassuring 
to learn that the CJFWF is taking the necessary steps in conjunction with 
the UPA and representatives of Committee ot Contributors to select the 40% 
representation on the UPA Boards. We would like to urge you to do every
th.illg possible to see that the tormula arrived at is carried out and that 
the choice in your community or in your region is made promptly and is 
representative ot yaur local. organization. 

The committee also detemined to press for the dratting ot ur. Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr. as Geneml. Chairman in 1949. It was also decided that 
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the agencies be urged to persuade Kr . Henry Kantor to continue as f'un.d 
raising director ot the UJA. It was sincerely telt that without. these 
two men the campaign in 1949 would be seriously handicapped. 

It was also decided that the Committ·ee ot Contributors woul.d hold a 
general meeting at the Hotel Adelphia in Philadelphia on IPriday, January 
14th at 9:00 A.'M. This meeting wou1d be held immediately prior to the 
opening o:t the General .Assembly ot the CJ".n'#F which meets in that. city 
later the same day. 

We would like to urge you to make f!l'lery ett'ort to attend the meeting 
o~ our membership on Wednesday, January 12th at the Ritz-carlton Hotel in 
Atlantic City-, and would appreciate hearing tram you on the encl.osed card 
that you plan to be with us. 

AF:gb 
:'~~~'.i~Mi.nberg 

Cbail'maD 
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Committee ot Contributors 
to the United Jewish Appeal 

250 West 57 St. Roon 1014 
New York 19, B. Y. 

December 30, 1948 

l!r. William Rosemrald 
llr. Herman L. Weisman 
Dr. Jonah B. Wise 
United Jewish Appeal 
165 West 46th St. 
New York, li.Y. 

Gentlemen1 

At a meeting ot the Committee ot Contributors~ held at the Hotel 
Astor on Tuesda7 evening, December 28~h, 1948, the following reso
lution was passed: 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT 

the Committee of Contributors will, with the utmost 
dispatch, urge its members, friends and supporters 
throughout the oountry to give maxi.mum assistance to 
the United Jewish Appeal campaign in 1949. 

The Committee of Contributors, recognizing the oriti
oal needs of Israel, the urgent programs for relief in 
Europe, and care of immigrants in this country, pledges 
itself to help arouse the country to the ohallenge in 
194:9. 

I would like to assure you that the members ot the Commi~tee will 
be prepared to assume whatever responsibility may be assigned to them 
so that the most effective mobilization of Amerioan Jewry can take 
place in order to br1ng about the success of the campaign. We are 
asking our people to rededicate themselves to the sacred task of 
bringing relief and rehabilitation to Jews who may need it. 

A7/en 

S1noerely 1ours, 

Abraham Feinberg 
Chairman 



Committee of 

CONTRIBUTORS 
TO THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

250 WEST FlFTY·SE\7ENTH STREET • NE\V YORK 19, t. Y. • ROOM 1014 

JOSEPH SHULMAN, Str:rdary 

Babb1 Herbert Friedman 
Tm.ple l!)DaJl\lel 

1595 Pearl street 
n.nver, Colorado 

I aa intomecl that th9 C~ttee o~ Procr'M•iT• ZiODia. 1B holdiq 
a meeting o~ eztn.~ em8rgCC7 character on SWLd.q, 18lUlar7 30th 
beginning at 10 A.Jl. and luting thfougtiOut the clQ', at the Bil.ta.ore 
Hotel, ll• York. I atraylz urg• m to Jo!Jl ae y. attenaiy. 

I aa not JD1Belt a m.aaber of the COllli "" tor P.rogreasi Te Zi.OJ11 S1ll 

but I regard 1 ts work at this stage u of C?'U.01&1 importance for Amrican 
~wr'T and Israel. It is RgiJlg a struggle in 1rhich the Terr toundatiCJIUI 
ot Jw:l.sh life in this count17 are inTOlTed. 

fe have just been through a struggle iD.TOlTing the 'United Palestine 
Appeal. we have been confronted with the spectacle of a f'ew men dominat
ing a great cause. It is now .Tanua?7 21st, and an agreement signed on 
December 5th ha.a not J"et bean impl•ented. Thia is but an illustration 
ot a chaos and terror in ll8Jl1' other cl1r&ctiol18 which tbreat8Jl.8 to poison 
the atmosphere of American 1ewish. 11fe. 

I t ia eztreme~ urgent that th• Committee for Progressive Zionism. 
kn.ow that its liberal, tolerant, progreaeiTe Tien cm America 1eta"f and 
larael reflect the th1nk1ng of a aubstu.tial n\lllber of our COJWPm1tJ' 

1eadera. 

Please p ye this !LB!t1y top priori tr Oil ram' calendar. and join ma 
on SUZLcSa7, .Taml817 30th at the Hotel Biltmore, New York at 10 A.JI. 

Plea.ee uae the enclosed card. 

A!':gb 



Co1nmittee of 

CO NTRIBUTORS 
TO THE UNITED JEWISH .aPPEAI. 

250 \VEST FIFTY-SEVENTH ST.REET • l\X:W YORK 19, N. Y. • ROOM 1014 

Josm>R SauL'dAN, Secretary FllED .MONOSSON, Tuas11ra 

Deoember 14. 1948 

Dear Rabbi Freidmant 

As you were previously advised, an agreement was reached for the reconstitut.ion 
of the United Palestine Appeal. As agreed with the Counoil of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds, that body made a. Bingle announcement of the terme on our common beha.l.f. 

The Committee of Contributors and Workers decided, at a meeting in Hew York on 
December 5 at which the terms of agreement were ratified, t.o continue to function. 
It has already rendered a servioe and it can oonti:nue to be helpful. We hope that 
we may count upon 7our dtiliation and co-operation. 

Veey decided changes were agreed upon nth respect to the lhdted Palestine Appeal 
structure: (1) its governiilg bodies rill now include ~ representati.on from the 
Jewish comman1t1es; (2) the prompt tranaJliission ot tmids to Israel by the UPA is 
intended; (3) for tihe first tin:ie the UPA will haYe a voioe in respeot to disbursements 
and appropriat.ions whether in this count17 or in Israel. 1'he Committee of' Contribu
t.ors and Workers did not achieve all that it sough't. That is reflected in a oopy of' 
a letter, herewith enclosed, sent t.o Kr. Edwin Rosenberg, Chairman of the Council 
Conciliation Commit.tee. At the same time, acouraoy requires that it be said that 
definite gains were made. That can easily be seen from another doaument, herewith 
enclosed, which puts in parallel columns the conditions which previously e%isted and 
those which are now to obtain. 

We do not wish to take th.e attitude that the Committee •won" an1thing. If a:tJ:f
one has gained, it is American Jewry and Israel. We prefer to oonoentrate on the 
constructive aspects of the Job ahead. We oannot but note, of course, that certain 
Zionist organs of opinion are making their own interpretation of what has been achieved. 
Two of the Yiddish papers and the official organ of the Zionist Organization insist 
that no changes whatever have taken place. One may Understand the desire ot affected 
institutions to salve injured pride, although we do not understand why there should 
be 81l:J' need tor it. 

The agreement with the Co::mnittee of Contributors was submitted last •eek to the 
American Section of the Jewish Agency {World Zionist Organization). It is, naturallr, 
gratifying that the great majority approved the agreement, although it is difficult 
to understand why Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver cast a negative vot&i and why !Ir. Ecamiel 
Beu:mmm. President of the ZOA, abstained from voting. 

The officers and members ot the Executive Committee join me in expressing appre
ciation of your interest. We would appreciate your comment and your assurance of 
support for our further efforts to assure maximum fund-raising under maximum gi.ia.rantees 
of the most etteotive use of the labor and resouroee ot the American Jerleh community. 

ftttdt 
Abraham Feinberg 
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Jlr. Edwin Rosenberg 
417 Fifth Ave. 
Rew York Oit1 

Dear Mr. Rosenbergi 

COIOlITTEE OF COBTRIBUTORS 
Room 1014 

260 West 57th Street 
New York 19, l.Y. 

December 6, 1948 

I have been instructed to convey to you the deeisions and the feelings expressed b7 
the Executive Committee of the Committee ot Contributors and Workers, at its meeting 
in Bew York City on December 5th. 1948. 

l) It aooepts the recommendations rnade by its sub-oonmdttee on proposals for the 
reoonstitution of the Unit.ad Palestine Appeal. 

2) It agrees to the oanoella~ion of the national oonferenoe scheduled for Atlantio 
City on December 11th and 12th. 

3) The Committee of Contributors and Wor~ers will continue to function. 

Inasmuch as our approval of the proposals carries reserTations, it is appropriate 
to review the background of the disouaaions. 

On November 15th, we addressed a letter t.o 7ou in which we described simply what 
our Committee wished to achieve& 

a) The creation ot a self-governing United Palestine ,Appeal, with fifty percent 
of its governing bodies named by the Jewish conimunitiea. 

b) The remi ttanoe promptly and directly ot all funds raised by the United Palestine 
Appeal to the Jewish Agency in Israel. 

c) The determination over all appropriations and disbursements to be left to the 
Jewish Agenoy in Israel, with the power of recommendation reserved to the UPA. 

In respeot to the first demand, we note that the communities will have only forty 
percent representation. It is imperative that the formula for selection of suoh 
representation will give the community, and especially the :fund-raising machinery 
in the oommunit7, complete treedom in aelection. 

Whether the UPA will be self-governing must be demonstrated in action to be taken. 
Even as discussions have proceeded, we have found that decisions have been taken. 
We trust, ho"8ver, that these are only tempora17 deoieions and do not bind the UPA 
as to 1949. We re'fer to such matters as the selection of a Chairman, the appointment 
of an Executive Director and the headquarters of the UPA. We also note that dis
oussions have been progressing for appropriations and disbursements affecting 1949. 
In this oase, too, we earnestly hope that no action will be taken until oommunity 
representation is available. 

Our aim in seeking a self-gove:rning autonomous United Palestine Appeal has been 
very simple. We believe that sinoe it is to be the most important fund-raising 
institut.ion of 1949, it must reflect the intere.st of the whole Jewish community 
of America, upon whioh the success of the 1949 campaign must depend. It should 
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Jlr. Edwin Rosenberg December 6, 1948 

be olear that to the extent tha't the UPA involves that oommuni ty in genuine. effeotive 
representation in the work and deoisions of the UPA. to that extent will a response 
be forthcoming. 

In making our second and third demands, we are refleoting the view of the over
whelming majority of contributors who want their funds to go immediately to Israel 
without too many intermediaries. We feel this essential. for reassurance to oon
tributors. We feel it imperative in relation to the pressing needs in Israel. 

We have been told that 'to change the present method of rsmitting f'unds ie to cast 
aspersions upon old and honored institutions. We do not believe that the Jewish 
community will feel that improvement in the met.hods of aiding Israel is a slur upon 
eJJ.Y organization but will rather hail such advances as an act of statesmanship on 
t.he part of t.he agencies involved. 

We should also like to make clear why: we have urged that the •Jewish Agency in 
Israel" should be the address to whioh f'unds should be transmitted. Contributors 
feel that Israel itself is the best place where decisions on the distribution of 
money may be made. The people there are on the ground. They have a complete 
pioture ot all the needs and the resources. 

During disouss!ons with representatives of the Zionist movement, the resolutions of 
the World Zionist Congress of 1946 were oited as authority for one podt:ion or another. 
It is striking that the Zionist movement. which has rendered such great service in 
helping to establish a Jewish State in Israel, should be so unmindful of all the 
changes that have taken plaoe sinoe 1946 as to suggest that documents of that year 
a.re unalterable guides to 1949. 

There is an even more important fa.ct tl:iat mast be kept in iirl.nd.. The World Zionist 
Organization represents enrolled Zionists. It oeJJ. hardly be expected that the Jewish 
contributors of America, among whom are vast numbers, perhaps a majorit7, who are 
not enrolled Zionists, should be governed b7 an instrumentality in vhioh they have 
no voice. If institutions of the past are to be cited as guides to action in 1949, 
then the Zionist movement should also make use of the Jewish Agenoy for Palestine 
which was established in 1929 to give equal representation to Zionists and non
Zionists. The Jewish Agency as then created, bas been allowed to lapse. It is 
the World Zionist Organization alone which tunotions. 

A thorough-going reorganization ot fund-raising, whioh we hope will be aobieved in 
the not too distant future, would provide for the creation of an instrument in which 
all sections of American Jewry would play an effective role, not merely in giving 
money but in determining its uses. It cannot be too often reiterated that Jews who 
are sufficiently understanding and generous as to give :funds for philanthropio pur
poses in Israel must be considered suffioiently SJl!IPathetio and loyal to share in 
disbursing tho1Je tand.s. 

There is still another reason why the remittance of funds to the "Jerlsh Agency in 
Israel" is good fund-raising procedure. It would help to reassure contributors that 
all money that is raised becomes available for such purposes as may be deemed best 
by a central, supervisory body. Those who have responsibility for the disburse
ment ot f'unds raised in Amerioa should not be tied down by technical formulae of 
previous eras. Contributors want to be assured that dollars will be used when 
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and where needed and not neoessar1l1 in aooordance with prooeduree ~ompletely 
outdated as a resuit of the existence of the State ot Israel. 

An analysis of what our Committes sought and what it has aohieved shows substan
tial progress but it indicatee that more needs to be done. It ia possible that 
in the fulfillment ot the proposals now made, observanoe of the spirit. even more 
than of the letter of the proposals will bring about even more ot the objeotives 
that the Committee has sought. 

At our meeting we were faoed with two alternatives: a) to aooept an incomplete 
draftJ or b} to initiate steps for the launching of a fund whiob might give our 
oonstitueno7 another method of ohanneling their support to Israel. 

Raving reviewed earnestly all the oonsideratione before it, the Commi~tee has de
cided to aooept the first alternative. 

We hope that the necessity for making the whole community ot America responsible 
tor the great needs in Israel will be quickly realized by the Government of the 
State of Israel. In the last analysis, in our view, it is that Goven:u:nent which 
must decide what is best tor the lllhabitants o~ the State. 

The Government of Israel should know that it me.y rely on the support ot the Jewish 
community of Amerioa for those aotivities whioh are properly the responsibility 
of Jews outside of Israel. That support is based not on any ideological differen
tiations between Amerioan Jews but on the universal recognition that the mass 
settlement ot Jews in Israel is the greatest oonstruotive task on which the Jewish 
people can engage. 

We earnestly hope that the Government will not :make a distinction between one type 
of Jews in America and another, but will go forward on the premise that all 
American Jews are united in their desire to ba helpfUl. But responsibilities and 
rights go together, as the people of Israel are demonstrating with suoh impressive 
results in their own land. 

We thank the Council a.nd espeoially you for patient, helpful labors. 

AF/en 

Sincerely yours, 

Abraham Peinberg 
Ohrlrman 









Committee of ~ntributors and Workers 
6 East 34th Street 

New Yotk City 

ABRAHAM FEINBERG 
C"""-o 

JOSEPH SHULMAN 
Sen-•141'1 

Rabbi Herbert A. rrtedman 
Temple :Emanuel 
DeJ1Ter, Color8do 

Dear Rabbi Frieclmari: 

!lovember 30,. 1948 

It was encouragiJl& indeed to have your letter of llovem'ber 23rd 
in which you describe the meetiD& in Omaha. I notice from the list 
of those who attended. the.t you talked with the most significant 
community leaders in that city.. Because I know your sentiments and 
your ability to articulate them, I am confident that we have made 
~ converts in that city:. 

We thought we h8.d made aome progress in our negotiations with 
the United Palestine Appeal leadership, b\lt we were soon disillusioned 
when they rushed to the press in spite of a promise not to issue 8.D3' 
statements, and cla:i&ed victory and also insisted that nothiDg had 
been cballged even though they bad tentative]t agreed to a number of 
our points. It is now clear that there is no sincere desire on the 
part of the lead.erShip to modify the method of transmitting or alloca~
ing funds. 

We are. the ref ore. going ahead with our conf'erence and r<e rill 
have to rely upon our good friends to stimula~e attendance and to join 
with us iu ma.kill& plans £or f'urther action. 

I want to tell you personally that I value your leadel'Ship. 

JS:g 



Committee of 

CONTRIBUTORS 
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ABRAHAM FHINBEllG, Chairman JosEPH SHULMA.."'i, Surttar1 FRED MoNosso~. Tr:easrzr~r 

December 3, 1948. 

Dear Friend: 

The first response to the invitation extended. to community 
leaders to attend the National Emergency Cont'erence for 
Israel, to be l'iel.d at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Atlantic 
City, on December 11th and 12th, has bean encoutagi?ig. 

The nature ot t.be problems to be discussed and the accept
ances from signi.£icant community leaders which have already 
been received promise a history-making conference. 

We regret that it will be impossible to permit attendance 
for those who have not made reservations iii advance. The 
hotel facilities available are llmited, and we are anxious 
to make adequate reservations ~or yqu. We therefore urge 
that you promptly indicate on the enclosed card your inten
tion of attending. 

We believe that this conference will help shape the f'Uture 
ot American JewiSh support for Israel. We sincerely hope 
that we will have the benefit of your participation and 
counsel in a matter whl.ch is of vi.ta.l importance to the 
future of .fund-raising for Israel. 

Encl. 
JS/a. 

(J°rdially youre, 

o::.tiw~~ 
Secretary 
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Committee of 

CONTRIBUTORS 
TO THE ON ITED JEWISH APPEAL 

250 WEST FIFTY·SEVE?-."TH STREET • NEW YORK 19, N. Y. • ROOM 1014 

ABM.HAM FEINBDG, Clu:J:irman JOSEPH Sauu.tAN, Secrt!tta; FlUi:D :MoNOSSON, TrttlSf/.1',a 

Babb i Hel"bert Fi'eear.a.n 
E . 16t• Ave. , '3. t .PP~rl St . 
Denver. ~olo. 

Dear Be.obi Frce1.rn.'l.n! 

!t is iJ!l'Oortant th::i.t "r7e hare a ,..enresentative 
a.tte!'.fuulce at our At ant:!c City Con.t.,.rence. 

I kno1'1 that tTe can count on you to rn:ike a 
nlll:lber of contacts to assure t.ha.t responai1> e l~ad.ers 

tj, 11 be 1lresent . 

Would vou 1'1.ea$e let us know what progress you 
are making. 

J3/en 
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RABB I HERBERT A FR I EDMAN= , 9 

~DLR DONT PHONE TEMPLE El.1ANUEl 1'595 PEARL ST DVR= 

:SENT FOLLOWING WIRE TO HEAD YOUR iELFARE FUND QUOT 

foF CONTRIBUTORS AND WORKER ORGANIZED AT P ITTSBURGH~Oilfii~C~T~O~BER 
~~TO~O~B~T~A~IN~E~~~~E~eo=Mr.MUNITY REPRESENTATiON IN UNITED 

PALESTINE APPEAL AND TO ASSURE FUU. CONTROl BY UPA ITSELF ON 

EXPENDITURES IN UNITED STATES WOULD BE GLAD OF OPPORTUNITY TO 

MEET WITH YOUR BOARD TO .EXPLAIN ITS POSITION AND ANS\IER ALL 

QUESTIONS• ONE OR M0RE OF OUR SPOKESMEN ALL OF WHO~ ARE LAY 

LEADERS ACT I VE IN UN~tED JE\, I SH A.PPEAl WOULD BE AVA I LAB LE FOR - - - - -
TIME CONVENIENT TO YOU AND ASSOCIATES· WOULD AP~RECIATE WIRE ' 

TO JOSEPH SHULMAN SECRETARY ONE Of OUR LAY LEADERS 6 EAST 34 
STREET NEW YORK I ND I CAT I NG APPROPRIATE DATE• WE ARE FIGHT I NG 

FOR THE RIGHTS OF All CONTRIBUTORS AND COMMUNITIES FOR SHARE 
- -

IN RESPONSIBILITY FOR DISBURSING FUNDS WE ALL RAISE REGARDS 

ABRAHAM FEINBERG CHA I RMAN JOSEPH SHUU.1AN SECRET ARY HAROLD 

GOLDENBERG SAM ROTHBERG JULI AN VENEZKY EUGENE SOLO.• E N 

GRUESK IN Ml LTON KAHN SOL LUCKUAN LOUIS BERRY I E GOLDSTEIN 

UNQUOTE TRUST YOU dLL FOLLOW THROUGH TO OBTAIN ACTION REGARDS= 
:JOSEPH SH UUJ1AN= 

:UPA= 
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:RABB I HERBERT FR I EDMAN. DLR DOil · r~E• 

TEMPLE EMANl.JEL 1.59~ PEARL St DVR:r 
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.:_IMPERATIVE YOU ATTEND MEETING THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 11 FIVE 

PM FOR BALANCE OF EVEN ING AT NATION.AL DEMOCRATIC CLUB. 233 

MAD I SON AVE • N E VJ YORK • WE MU ST IA AKE F I N A L DEC I S I ON ON .. 
DISCUSSIONS C~MITTE"E OF CONTRIBUTORS HAS HAD VllTH UPA OR 

JMPLEMEN T BA LANCE RE SOLUT f 00 ADOPTED p I TTSBURGH. CANN or 
OVEREMPHASIZE CRUCIAL NATURE THIS MEETING. WIRE JOSEPH 

SHU UiAN 6 E. 34 TH STREET WE MAY EXPECT YOU: 
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.ABRAHAM FE .INBERG JOS&fH SHULMAN• 

11 PM 233 UPA 6 E 34=. 
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.NA082 PD•NEIYORK NY ' 121 tr-
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RABBI HERBERT FRIEllUllm 
-1595 PEARL ST llftll . -

:DECJSIVE MEETING OF COllMITT£E WtLL BE HELD THIS SUNDAY - - . - ""' 

DECEMBER FIFTH AT !HE H0!£.I. AS!OR I~ NEW !ORK Cl!! AT 

~00~~ IMPERATIVE !OU _A!JENO PLEASE WIRE ACCE;~NCE~ 
A ERG JOSEPH SHlA.MA~M:l~i.~ 

50 WEST 57TH ST ROOM 1014 NEW ¥ORK CITY= 
~ . - .. 

()~~ - ~-f fJ7. ~ 
. ·~ ~f)iiJ/5~ 

250 5 7 l 01ifs 
THJ:: COMJ>A.vY WILL Al'PRECl.ATE st"GGE8Tl0~"9 FROM ITIJ l'ATRO:S$ l.'O:SCER:Sl:SO rrs SEllvtCE 
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CONTRIBUTO FOR DtSCUSSION AND llt:CiS ION ON COMPREHENSIVE 

OGRAM AND PLANS £OR 1~9 AT HOTEL ASTOR TUESDAY 

DECEMBER 28TH IT 5 P~ VifAL HAVE YOUR PARTJCIPATJON 

AND COLIN.SE~ PLEASE WIRE ME ROOM 1014 250 WEST 57TH 

STREET YOUR INTENTION TO ATTEND. REGARDS= 
k -

=ABRAHAM FE I NB ERG CHAIRMAN= 
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MEETING HOTEL ASTOR NEW YORK CITY T . PM. 

YOUR PRESENCE EXTREMELY URGENT PEEASE WI RE YOUR INTENT 100 
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