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CHAIRMAN FRIEDMAN: Ladies and gentlemen, this 

is the presentation which was arranged for you Just as 

hastily as you arranged to be here. There was no way of 

know~ng until this morning that we were to have this kind 

of magnificent picture available to ps. 

There are several 8~c1tic purposes o~ this meet

ing. ane was to r,et 70U filled 1n 011 the background. 

There a1!e several other apec1f1.c objectives which we woUld 

l1ke to proceed to as quickly as ~sBlble. I dId say that 

there would be questions if you wanted to ask them. I 

would not 11ke to take a great deal o~ time on that. If 

anyone has any burning questloDB which really bother you, 

please get them out. On the other hand. please avoid what 

might be less essential things 1n view of the very few 

minutes that we have left and the very serious things we 

want to get to. 

Abe said one thing at the beginning. He started 

to describe the mood of the population in Israel, what was 

the mood of the civilians, the Jews, the one and thrae-

quarter million Jews of Israel, and as he was saying that 

I was thinking that the key question 1s what the mood of 

the ~ive million Jews here in the United States is. How 
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How did we feel about this, how did we act to it, what do 

we want to do about it? 

There is one very concrete thing I think we ought 

to do and that 1s to try to crystallize our own mood and 

express it in back of theirs. I think that it is an order 

of bueiness here tonight tor us. and I want to calIon Jack 

Weiler who I think I>as so,.thlng to say to us on that 

question. 

MR. lIB:a;ER: '!'here 1s very little to say on any 

question, I th1nk. We have 1'ormed a cablegram that we would 

11ke you all to J01n 1n.8 indtv1duals, not as UJA leaders, 

but as leaders of ftmerican Jewrv. to send the Prime Min

ister, David Ben Gurion •• n this period of history, and I 

th1nk that we will all agree that this 1s a great week, one 

of the greatest week~ 1n Jewish history, not only 1n Israel 

itself • 

From where we sit I think we w1ll all agree that 

this week has helped in the survival of the Jewish people, 

not only 1n Israel but everywhere, because we have said 

from time on in, what happens there eventually will happen 

here. They have proved courageous, which reflects upon us 

that we are courageous, and I think that we who have been 
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listening to the radio and television know that the story 

ha s been entirely different from what Nachman !rami has 

told us. The radio and television just sa1d s1mply that 

the Israelis have taken over the Sinai Desert Peninsula 

without any resistance ?rom the Egypt1ans. What we heard 

th1s evening, some of the great battle~ t_at they have been 

in, certainly does Qot ~CIYe there hOB .... 'l1 no resistance 

"hatsaever. 'l'hey are 8 courageous people, a fight1ng 

people, a vali~nt people, and we are all proud of them. 

I think it is on17 fair and proper that we here 

as American Jewish leaders shOUld show a solid front to the 

people Of IS!lel. lie w111 show !t later 1n evening through 

our "tachl1s," our ded1oat!on, but right now I think it 1s 

proper that we all joia 111 sending this cablegram to the 

leader of Israel, to convey ~o the people of Israel, and 

this 1s what we have formed. I want to say at the outset 

that 1f any of you do not agree with the substance of this 

csble, please let us here from you. Don't be bashful • 

This is an evening where you should let your hair down and 

throw the quest10ns at these gentlemen here. They will 

answer them. 

Here 1s the cablegram: "We, the undersigned, 

1-------11----------------------........ ..-.. .. _-, .. _ .. --; 
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American Jewish leaders, meeting in emergency conference at 

this grave hour in history, send brotherly greetings. We 

are resolved to do our utmost to aid the people of Israel 

in this crUcial hour. We note with pride that even through 

the events of the international situation, thousands of 
. 

refugees cont1nue to be abJowbed 1n IlIl'IIel in the time-

honored role for whtch the state was CI'l!8ted. 

~While your people are devoting all their ener-

gies to l'heir eecUl'iV, .. ere deterlll1:ne4 to shoulder the 

burden so rar as pQSsible. at; 1ma1g;,;'1/.tlt care and integration 

inIsrael. Toward this end we abell press forward with the 

greatest vigor to collect the largest cash sum possible 

and to mobilize American Jewa for an all-out effort, com-

parable in intensity to their support in 1948." 

There is ~e paragraph we have omitted, and may-

be you would like to to be inserted. This is the paragraph 

some of us thought should be omitted. Teddy Kollek thinks 

it should go in. I would like your approval or disapproval 

"It is our prayer that with the aid of' Almighty 

God the strife in the Middle East will cease and give way 

to enduring peace, f'ounded upon the useful JudaiC ideas of 

freedom, Just1ce and human brotherhood. 1I 

1-------111----------------------·.· .. · ... ''''''0- Ai Ii". , ... 
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This is the final paragraph. This is written to 

David Ben Gur10n • 

"To you and the people of Israel whose sacrifices 

and labor are making it possible for the Jewish state to 

live in peace and freedom we pledge our unflagging support." 

Signed by all or us In tjlls l'OOII. 

Does anyone have any obJect;1ona of any nature or 

de scr.1pUon? 

JODoE llImJAI'IIN: I would ~at the last sentence 

of the la st paragraph be omit te,d. 

MR. WEILER: Let me read the last sentence of the 

last paragraph !!,gain, if you don't mind. Do you want to 

rephrase it or to you want It entirely out? 

JUDGE BENJAMIN: I think the inclusion of the 

first sentence in the last paragraph 1s highly salutary 

and important. I favor it completely. I th1nk the Isst 

sentence in that paragraph is 1nappropriate. 

MR. WEIIER: You are talking about, "We pledge 

our unflagging support"? 

JUOOE BENJAMIN: That 15 highly inappropr1ate, 

I think. 

MR. WEILER: Let me read the last sentence of the 

~ __________ ~~ __________________________________________ ."~.~.I~ON.i l.iN 'UN 
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last paragraph, and that 1s exactly what I have been trying 

to accompllsh • 

¥To you and the people of Israel whose sacrificea 

and labor are making 1t posaible for the Jew1sh State to 

l1ve 1n peace and freedom, we pledge our unflagging 

support. u 

MR. fSnNfJf GOrSHAL: Jack, what I am going to say 

may" me velT JmpopuleJ', but I ... go1Jls to say it anyway. 

IIR. V!ttmR1 I aa1re4 f'or that, tlO be unpopular 

if you wish. 

MH. GCIl'SIIMi: I th1iJk r have shown that I am as 

interested as aaybad1 in ~18 room about what is done for 

Israel. 

MR. WEILER: Sylvan Gotshal, for those people who 

don't know him, is Chairman of the Board of the New York 

Greater UJA. 

MR. GOTSHAL: I am velT much disturbed about this 

action be1ng taken at this time • 

MR. WEILER: Let me correct that. This is not 

being taken as the United Jewish Appeal. This 1s 8S indl

viduals. 

MR. GOTSHAL: Just a minute. Thls 1s very im-

1-------Uf----------------------Aa4LOfII.. i."_ .-
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portant and I want you to hear me through. I think there 

is a lot more to this than just sending a cablegram at this 

moment. 

We are all a composite of the influences that we 

hve 1.n our own lives. It has been my experience over the 

course of the last Zew days to have been subjected -- I 

don '1;. want thl s recorded. 

(D1aattSslon off the record) 

MR. ED ROSi!iliBERUI '1'h1s meeting: was cal1ed -- I 

have the telegram 1n my pocket -- by the off1ces of the 

United Jewish Ap~al. I 3ust want to br1ng that to your 

attention so t~t you do know tbat this meet1ng is that 

kind of a meet1ng. 

RABBI ISADORE BRESLAU: Mr. Chairman, I don't 

know how to phrase it. It is a 11ttle d1ff1cult, isn't 1t? 

But I do know this: ~hat I came here to this meet1ng al

ready prepared to do whatever 1s neaEsary to help 1n the 

present s1tuat10n, and I d1dn't exactly need to be briefed 

with respect to the bravery of the people in Israel or with 

the manner in wh1ch they are meeting the present situat10n 

or to be exhorted to do my duty. I am ready to do anyth1ng 

that 1s necessary to help, and I do be11eve that 1f we were 

E-------lIf----------------------AaA.I.QfII.. T'HC au 'WAS 
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convened here, we were summoned here ~or some purpose; that 

We ought to indicate to some degree what our reaction 1s 

with respect to these -- I am using a cliche -- these worle

shaking events that are taking place, and particularly to 

our own people. 

May I digress f= a moment? I went to shul 

yesterday mornlns. ~ere 1s a regular aarvice in Washington 

in one of the synagogues. Otle of' my :fr1ends' boy was being 

bar mltZTah and I eaqe there and the B7Q88ogue was pretty 

well filled, 8S~ a bar mitzvah the synagogue always is. 

The rabbi waa very much l~olved with the boy's bar mitzvah 

and With the f'aml1y, with the ':Jichas" and everything that 

was presented there, but I went away very unhappy after the 

service because here we were, several hundred people 1n the 

synagogue, not a word not only with respect to the events 

that were transpiring in Israel but with respect to what 

ought to be our concern, our immediate and personal con

cern for the men, the women, the children, the people 1n 

Israel -- not the State in particularly, but for the people • 

I felt badly when I left thet service. The 

rabbi made no reference to it. None of us did. Everything 

went on as usual. It was a wonderful bar mitzvah. And we 
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come to a meeting here and we can't let this pass by as 

Just another meeting as usual, and I think we ought to ex

press our concern~ our cont1nuing concern for the Jews in 

Israel. They are the people we helped bring there in the 

past few years. The St8~e is the people and there is no

thing unusual. or questionsble about SQJ' statement on our 

part nth respect to our i>Z"!'lsent intersllt in their future 

and 1.0 the prejlent condit1on, aM I th1.nIt we ought to 

state it. 

As I listened to ~he .ording of your cablegram, 

I took except to the language of 1t, Just as you did (Mr. 

Gotshall, sir. I don't th1nk we ought to address ourselves 

to Mr. Ben Gurion or to the State or anything in that 

fashion, that might be 1nterpreted as though we were speak

ing to the State, but I think we ought to say something. 

It would be unreasonable if we didn't, weak if we didn't. 

We ought to say someth1ng to indicate our solidarity, our 

common interest with the Jews, the Jews, the p«ple in 

Israel, for whatever they are doing. They are putting on 

the line their lives and their future. We can't be 1n

different to that and we can't postpone 1t unt1l even after 

the election. 

~----------~--------------------------------------------~.. irK I._ 
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I presume to disagree with you (Mr. Gotshal), si~ 

I think we should have said it yesterday. We should have 

said it the day before . 

As I listened to Mr . Henmon's very eloquent ap

praisal of the facts of the situation I felt - - who is he 

talking to? Ke is not talking to me . Ke ought to be talk

ing to many or tbe people in al'lY community who ought to be 

listening to him. He ought to be talking to the Jews of 

the United States . They ought to be briefed on these 

things, and I think the reason he spoke to us is that we 

may go back home and rebrlef our own people with regard to 

all these things . That is perfectly proper, but I do be

lieve, Mr. Chairman, tbat aome statement ought to come out 

of this mee~1ng because we were convened for this purpose , 

to indicate our support, our strength, our very- grave con

cern for their future. 

Today it is a matter of life and death to them, it 

is a matter or their whole existence . They are the people 

whom we helped to save from Hitler and braght to Israel . 

They are our charges, our responsibilities . I am not 

thinking of the State, and I think it would be improper to 

pbPase to Ben Gurion or to the State or to anybody else in 
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this particular situation our support. We ought to pledge 

to the people in Israel our support, snd I think some state

ment ought to be redrafted in this direction, snd for that 

I heartily approve. 

MR. WEILER: '!'hi s can go on. I know everybody 

feels like let~1ns themselges go with all the emotion they'v 

gotten Within the ~8t week. I wish you would confine 

yoursel'ges to about 8 III1lmta or les8, please. We w111 try 

t 0 see to it tha~ everJb0d7 flU be Bfti:1I1'ied, Judge 

Benjamin and Sylvan Gotabal. and a statement will be sent, 

but I think Wednesday .ollld be the proper time for sending 

it, for the moment. 

MR. HENRY BER1I'S'l'EIN: I want to make a suggest10n 

thet will sav~ a lot of time. We can debate this for hours. 

The reason the UJA isn't in that is because -- I agree with 

both Judge Benjamin and Sylvan Gotshal -- it wouldn't be 

wise. I think that the way out of this is for us to make 

a statement for the Jowe of America and let that statement 

be published wherever it may be published instead of to 

Ben Gurion or the people of Israel, because it would be 

very obvious what our intentions are, and that will OVer

come all the problems that have been raised by this state-
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ment. 

MR. ABE LEVIN: Jack, I am as emot10nally d1s

turbed as any man in this room~ and normally I would say 

let's pop off and say what we feel as a result of events, 

but, ladies and gentlemen, there is much more at stake 

than emotion in th1s ~ng. The Judge 18 a lawyer, Sylvan 

must le 8 lawyer. There are many ImplIcations in this 

situatIon. I sat In an office the other day where we 

thought we were Soing tole closed down. Since this is 

an off the record peeting I will tell you it was the Bond 

office. 

We know the enemies ot Israel and the enemies 

of the United Jewish Appeal are try1ng to take away our 

tax exemption. Letla not, by our emotional outbursts, 

destroy what is much more important to Israel than words. 

We've got a lot of work to do here ton1ght. EIther let's 

appoint a committee or let's do something that can be said 

on Wednesday, but let's not hurt the situat10n • 

MR. JOE LUBIN: As far as I am concerned, I will 

send my own cablegram. I would like to show my feeling 1n 

a more concrete way. Let's be pract1cal about this. A 

cablegram. Is that going to help the army? Is that gotng 

E-------lil----------------------AIlAI.ON .h_' .... i1J:O laws 
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to help anything? Let's get down to it. 

The speakers made it clear that what we need 1s 

money. We've got to help them in the way that we can help 

help them. I don't know what your program is for tonight, 

Jack. 

MR. WEIIBR: You .111. when I get through with 

this. 

MR. LlIBDI: I all ant1c1pat1ng. I came here pre

pared to do something. as I sa1d. 1n a more concrete way. 

I figured, now. how Can I do that? Maybe you would like 

to have twoyeara' contr1but1onB in advance;~nstead of 

the $45,000 I was going to give I would give $50,000 -

I'll g1ve you a cheek tor $100,000 ~nd I bve pa1d you for 

two years. (Applause) There's no use applauding. When 

Ben Gurion gets that. multip11ed by thousands and hundreds 

or f1.f'ty he can say, 4'Gee, thatls better than 8 cablegram. 

That's something we can use." 

Now, for God's sake, let's not spend the evening 

talking about a cablegram. I am going to send my cablegram. 

You send yours, but let's get the money. I'll start the 

ball rolling by advancing $100,000 for two years' contri-

butions. I don't know whether that is part of your pro-

~-----+-------------------- e' .. N .... -' .. _ .. t--c 
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gram or not, but that is my suggestion. 

MR. WEILER: We are not raising funds tonight • 

We Will accept it graciously. 

MR. LUBIN: Jack, let's be practical. Let's 

send money and not cablegrams. That's all rive got to say . 

RABBI mvIIIG MILIER: Whatever I would say now 

would certaIoly be ~n 8otI-cll~x, because as a poor 

rabbi I clUl't beg1n to mat W k1nd 01 eloquence that 

we just beard from Joe LubIn. but actually, Mr . Chairman, 

seriously, I was gotng to suggest something along the very 

lines that Mr . Lubin has just spoken of. 

I think that any cab~am, no matte!' how elo

quent. that had to be 8lIDt f'rom thi" body as individuals 

and not as an organization, would 1n itself already be 

self- defeating . 

MR. WEILER: Let me brief you on that. OUr 

names at the bottom of that cablegram - - Ben Gurion and 

the rest of them would know where it came from . 

RABBI MILLER : Let us get to the "tachl1s" of the 

meeting . The "tarill1s" of the meeting 13 the calling for 

a cash campaign. Then let us cable that decision to 

Israel . That we have a right to cable. We have a right to 

!------ -ll----------------------A. .... L.ON . , • iF ••• r= • __ 
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cable it on behalf of the United Jewish Appeal . It i8 

part of our philanthropic work. Nobody can challenge our 

right at this moment to say that we are alert to our re 

sponsibility to help gather in the Jews from North Africa 

or from Poland who have been or have to be gathered in, and 

for that purpose we have to launch a cash campaign . 

That will be the most enc~ag1ttg news to the 

people or Israel aDd it can bE%, aent DOIf. even before the 

election, and 1t caD be sent on behalr or the United 

J~wish Appeal . I asree with JyQg~ Benjamin -- I would have 

agreed with Judge Benjamin that we m1ght leave out such 

words as, "To :You, Mr . Ben Gurion, we pledge our unflag

gin support . " I agree that that isn ' t the tactical thing 

to do at this moment, but I think that Judge Benjamin 

would also agree with me that a cablegram which would 

notify - - whether it is Ben Gurion or Eshkol or anyone - 

the proper authorities that we are launching tonight a 

cash campaign in order that the United Jewish Appeal may 

carryon the word that it was organized to do, is per-

fectly in order . 

MR . ,!EILER : Very good . 

JUDGE BENJAMIN: We have been through a trying 
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week, and like Sylvan and everybody else, all of us are 

faced with the problem of whether the emotional~sm of the 

events will cause us to comm1t acts of indiscretion which 

may well jeopardize the future of Israel as well as the 

position of the Jews in Amer~ca . 

I do not believe that we wish to engage or should 

engag~ at this moment, when the United Nations ~s consider

ing this problem and when our government of the United 

States is leading in the direction which Abe Harmon prays 

for, a settlement of ~ace instead of the instability of 

the armistice, for us at this time to send a cable~am to 

• country w~th which We are in apparent, though not in 

actual conflict . It may well be d1vl$1ve with respect to 

the Jews of America who support the movement of our govern

ment for international peace, as well as underlining the 

Bupport which we may otherwise have from the non- Jews of 

America, who may evnsider this movement as one out ef 

sympathy with the attitude of our government for inter

national peace • 

I think we have a right to say in behalf of the 

United Jewish Appeal that the internat10nal situation has 

given rise to opportunities for resettlement of Jews in 
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I<rael of which we must avail ourselves with renewed courage 

and determination and sacrifice, without going beyond into 

direct communication with another nation >lhwhich we have 

no rIght to hold communications political in character, to 

which we have an alleg18nce and can have an allegiance which 

is purely cultural and phile~pic. and for us at this 

time ~o Indlcepe d1rectl~ or ~nd1rectly words of possible 

polit14al .1leJ1enae. at a time wh&n the politIcal direction 

of tbil two gOoreMlliienh _ not in e..plete parallel, will 

be s diaBerYlce to ever,rane. 

I """ sure that ~i ther Abe Harmon nor Abba Ebsn 

nor any other _sp~lble dlpl.-et on the face of the 

earth, interested in"tha welfare of Iarael, would deem it 

wise for the American ~sh community to be placed in 

apparent conflict with its oWn government, and so I Jotn 

with Sylvan Gotshal and I hope in the prayer that we will 

not be moved by emotional feelings to acts of indiscretion 

which can do us irreparable harm. Please remember that 

come TUesday, will come W~dnesday, that the voice of the 

American people, however much many in this room may defY it, 

seems to indicate continuance of the administration headed 

by President Eisenhower. 

1-------11-----------------------............ 0 ... " ••• Ci,ra. laa 
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JUlXIE BENJAMIN: We do not wish to place our

selves in the position of even implying opposition to a 

government with which we will probably have to continue 

50 

to d'1al, and so I would urge, Mr. Chairman, that we forego 

these worda of the cablegram to Prime Minister Ben Gurion. 

I am lIUl"e that his representatives here can carry back the 

good 11111, not alone the goad 11111 01' "everyone here but 

their determination that Israel shall not be left wanting 

for that which it most needa, ~be _inews -- I should not 

aay of war -- but the sinews of material aid with which 

to meet its needs. (Applause) 

MR. WEILER: Let me finalize it this way, please. 

Will you entrust us, now that we have your ViewpOints 

and to sat1sfy all the individuals here, to get up a cable

gram, whether it 1s 10 the Jews of America or to Israel 

d1rectly, or possibly no cable -- let us juggle this thing 

together among ourselves? We will not send a cable with 

anyone's name without your consent. Is that enough? 

CHAIRMAN FRmDMAN: Let me try to do what I think 

we all want to do and yet avoid the problems. May I make 

the following suggestions: Number One - let anyone who 

r------------1~-------------------------------------------M··M.~I .. - •. 'iN '" 
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wants to, send his own cable. Sylvan said he would not 

hesitate to sign a cable, which means he would not hesitate 

to send his own if he so desires. Let anyone send a mess-

age of support and enoouragement over his awn name, if he 

wants to. 

_be .. TIro - let talat. be oent. 1f anyone has 

feer of involvement with a foreign ~~nt, to the Jewish 

Agen"J'1IfIe:re eert/lialY' the .. 18 ftO ".:: .. 1 .. of involvement 
, c,· ( 

What ... ~~. ~ cable ~ .. or tile ~sh Agency is 

JEVAGENCY, Jerusalem, Israel. 

~r Three • let .a suagest that we sent out 

of this meet1~ whi'eh •• os 1 led as a meeting, the thing 
- .. 

that Irving Miller eugaa&~ name17, our dtermination to 

press forward to raise as much money as we Can for the pro-

grams whth the Agenay sUPI'0rt. -- immigration and absorp

tion and colonizatiorr. This 1s a Joint statement of moral 

and financial support which we intend to mobilize, which 

we certainly intend to do, so that there i8 no distortion 

there. 

This, it seems to me, solve a the problems of 

making politiCal statements prior to an election. It 

solves the problems of making contact with a foreign govern-

!-------IIf----------------- -----A&6I..oON.. .. .. DC 4Ui8 
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ment and solves the problem of the collective group, some

one being asked to put his name to something which he 

hasn't seen. 

If you want to, send your own message of support. 

Every man's name 1n thia room 1s known to the leaders of 

the JewiBh Agency. You are not un1lllportant people. If 

you want to, senil your own tne"s~ge over.70ur own name to 

the Jewish Agency. liB" wUI Bend a Joint message from this 

meeting, saying that we will mobi11. all our efforts to 

raise as much money as we can for the philanthropic pro

grams of the JewiBh Agency. I8 that all right? 

(General essent) 

MIl. GOTSHALl B81!bi, I am 'going to talk again. 

That is not all right. Ho. Let me tell you why. 

This is not for the record. 

(Discussion off the record) 

CHAIRMAN FRmDMAN: We've got to cut the Gordian 

knot on this thing. 

MIl. HARMON: M.y I make a statement which I think 

will cut it? I may be out of order at this time. 

I big your forgIveness for butting into this dIs

cussion, but may I take the liberty of saying, after con-

I--------If-----------------------..... ~.. liN. • .... 
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suIting with Teddy Kollek, would it be in order for me to 

suggest that the fears raised here I have given attention 

to, and I have listened to the feeling, the sense of this 

meeting. It has been very encourag1ng to us . We w1ll, 

with your permiss10n, eonvey that, and how we feel about it, 

to the people in Israel. kA7 of you who want to do 1t 1n 

your _ ifill', then God bleas you 11" yoa do 1 t • (Applause) 

CHA!lIMAJf Fl!IElJIAl'U I wOl1ld lib to get on to 

show ~ that hIt·s S9t a r1gbt to feel encouraged by what 

he heard here ton1ght. So far. he can be might1ly en

couraged by what Joe 8&14. 

There are two P1I1'tI08Q for th1s meeting. Let's 

strike the Whole unhappy business of having tried to frame 

a sentence that woUld haVe given some moral support and 

encouragement . The moral support and encruragement Abe has 

told us will flow, because he has sensed it flOWing and 

he will get 1t over. 

The two orders of business here were, one, a 

short term, and one a long term. The short term order of 

business is to see how much money we can get together from 

all sources as quickly as poss1ble, without the necessity 

for underlining why that money is needed. It is clesr as 

I---------ll----------------------~ 8..... ILW 
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the sun • 

The long term objective or this meeting is to 

talk about the kinds of plans that we ought to be making 

for not next year's campaign, because that seems like an 

eternitya-ay, but the kind or plans we ought to be making 

to la7 the groundw~ ror the kfnd or campaign whenever 

we ought to start ~t. Which the Jews ot AlRer1ca should be 

Insp~ to put on by'Otlr leadiirshtp, 

1!or the sIlert 'te>:'IIt ob'3lltcU-.. 'lie have had thi s 

year a won~rul and diligent and wetlve Cash Chairman . 

He is one of' OUl" Nat1.0Q8~ Cha1rinen. Sam DaroU of' Phila

delphia. He pUt on a big cash push in the spring, May 

and June, and we don't appoint to these great, honorart; • 

highly paid jobs or Cash Chairman men who shall only serve 

f'or one or two months, so he is still serving as Cash 

Chairman, and I want him to talk now about the cash program 

of this mmediate period in the next f'ew weeks . 

For the long range thing, what kind or a campaign 

we ought to mount -- Monis Berinstein is going to talk to 

us about it, and in both of' these things there ought to be 

some measure or response and discussion from you . 

Sam, would you talk about the cash program and 
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the things you want everybody here to do? 

MR . DAROFF: Mr . Chalrman~ ladies and gentlemen, 

I think anything that we would discuss on a cash basis, as 

to what we normally would do, we mare or less would have to 

throw the book away because what we are talking about now 

are things that would require immediate action on the part 

of every leader of the United Jewish ~al throughout the 

United States, and I mean particularly the men in this room 

and those with whom we have been in touch throughout the 

country, who have helped us out on our cash program. 

We originally started this campaign with a quota 

of $30,000,000. I want to say that While we have done 

fairly well , we are still considerably away from that parti

cular goal. Let me give you the present picture of our 

cash situation . 

The cash received trom September first to Novem

ber second on our regnlar campaign was $9,680,000 . In our 

SpaCial Fund we received $1,168,000, making a total of 

$10,848,000 • 

In our talks to the various paople throughout the 

country we have these follOWing promises which I honestly 

feel, in view of the present situation, will be a reality 
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as to what they told us they would have for us during the 

ensuing months: 125 cities promised us in November a total 

of $4,107,500, and in December $1,672,500. Now, from the 

rest of the country -- and r am talking about communities 

of, say, 5,000 and OVer -- $499,000, and from New York 

City. total of $1.850,000, and add1tl~l cities where 

unspe.o1tied Itmouots are to OOllle i'l'P"I! -- and the se are 

Purel7 atjt1aatea beuuae the." 82'e lIIIoh _ller commun1-

ties .... _ allt1c1pete 8 total o! $500.000. 

Tbese five f!guTe. would mean a total of 

$8,629,000 or a vand total ot caah we expect to rece1ve 

by the end of 'Jlece!lb&r of $19,4T7,OOO. This woul<l llean, 

therefore, hat we would be short approxi1ll8tely $ll,~,OOO 

1f we are to reach the coal of $30,OOO, ~~0 which we have 

set. 

r might say that there are men 1n this room and 

8 good many men 1n our Cabinet under my Chalrmen~ MIke 

Stavltsky and Sam Rothberg, who have made calls throughout 

the country. There were 23 members of the Cabinet who 

have been making these calls an1 there have been about 

35 or 40 other leaders throughout the country who have been 

talking to various communities, BO you see, we have had 
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qulte a few of our leaders who have made calls throughout 

the country to try to get thls partlcular money In • 

or course, ladles and gentlemen, It Is dlfficult 

for me to glve you any type of a program because it is up 

to you In your own commacities to see now that every pos

sible c107-lar 11> wade avat'ti!ble. ~ am llbinklng Is, In 

vIew or tbe Slt~tlOb, 1t 1~ not o!ng to be that dlffl

cuI t 1n Ol!cIer t. get this ~c1< Of '1IOI'l<!y 1n today. Some 

cOlJlDt!P1tlea F01II1ae a ~nlO\) -(lollM's and turn in $700,000 

and say, "\I~ are $300 • .000 siler!> of our goal.· Multlply 

that by communlty after communIty and you can realize that 

in the final analyst. ~bere are many millions of dollars 

of promised money, becau ..... they put down what they said 

they are gotnS to glve U8 and therefore we want a much 

smaller amount towards the goal than we ought to get. 

So I am asklng you men tn this room, and I have 

cards here for you for assignment. to please, starting with 

tomorrow morning, make these calls. Even better -- because 

in some of these towns other communities might be a short 

hour or two In travel lng, or even longer than that -- gentle 

men, thls Is no time to thlnk even about tlme or travel be

cauae the urgency Is that Important. Therefore, r am hopIng 
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that come the November 30th meeting when we have our big 

national meeting, that we won't have to wait until the end 

of December; that within the course of the next two or 

three or four weeks we Will be able to announce at the 

November 30th meeting that we have these $11,000,000 which 

are so desperately needed ror us t o send over to Israel . 

I a~ going to call t~ae n~m8. out and we have 

all ~ caI'dB aas1gned. Herb, and I "WOUld like you men 

to tab the ... cards and !lake your calla and then report 

back either to ~self or to the National office as to what 

you have done wLth reference to getting this cash In now, 

because I wan~ to say in .., final words to you, I have no 

doubt that ,a dollar t0C!8y la worth ten times more than a 

dollar is going to mean two or three weeks from today, and 

it is so important that we try to get this money in today 

and not tomorrow. 

r:iAIRMAN FRIEDMAN: Sam, before you hand out 

cards I want to say a couple of things about what is on 

those ~ards. There is a figure on that card which is the 

estimated possibility of what cash can be obtained from 

that community . That is not a maximum . !bat is an attempt 

to be minimum as to what can be achieved from 8 given com-
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munity if they will work really hard, and keep that in 

mind • 

The second thing is that on that card there is 

a name or the names of a person to call who can help you . 

You might know five people or ten people in a town . Don't 

call ~ust one. Don't let it go as a perfUnctory thing. 

If yOll will take this th1zl8 and live with it, call every-

bodYTOU know in the town to help mObll1~ sentiment, call 

two people or five people w ten people and call them once 

and call them twice -- keep at them for the next three or 

four weeks . 

Then I would like to say this: all of you have 

had experience in campaigns. Mobilizing cash requires as 

much ingenuity as getting pledges. Try all kinds of ways 

you can think of . Maybe Joe Lubin had a way. Maybe 

another man has a way. Maybe a third individual can borrow 

some money and pay his pledges. 

A man who made a pledge in April or May has a 

perfect right to say, "I have twelve months to pay this." 

He's got a right to say it, and maybe he doesn't have all 

the money right now . Maybe you can help him think of ways 

by which he can put his hands on money and pay that thing 
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up. If you wl11 look at this thing in terms of the way 

anybody runs a business, these are accounts receivable • 

You don't call all your accounts receivable at once. No 

businessman does that. But when you've got to get in as 

much cash as you can without disturbing your customers, you 

try to get the receivebles paid up, ati!l that ls the posl

tion Jre 8~ In. 

'!'he last thin!! .I would lUat to pinpoint 1n every

body'. 111114 18 t,h1s: then i. _ ~l1oa doUrs worth of 

pledges 1n the Speoial Fund .l~' people who made those 

Special Fund pledges ~d 80 under the full 1mpact of know-

ing what the e~geney WIts. Nine m11110n dollars worth of 

Special Fund money has ~en paid 1n already in six months, 

seven mots. It 1s not ~, but it 1s the Special Fund 

pledges which we've got all the moral r1ght to ask for as 

qu1ckly 1n payment as possible, because they know the terma 

under whlch they gave that Special Fund pledge, and if you 

can pinpoint that, it will make it all the easier • 

I am sorry to interrupt you, Sam, but I wanted to 

go into the things which make a real, hard cash collection 

effort, not Just an automatic one, pot Just a perfunctory 

one. If you will take these cards and work them the way :rat 
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work pledge cards in a campaign, you will get the kind of 

results that we need in the next three or four weeks • 

MR. MARTIN NADELMAN (Houston, Texas): I wanted 

to say that we in the Southwest have anticipated this cash 

situation. We said we would pay in two or three months 

some more money and will attempt to get two or three en

dorsements on notes and borrow from the bank to give im

mediately or Within the next two or three weeks. I have 

statistics that I would like to report as of now in prom-

ised moneys: 

Wiohita" Kansas - * ? 

Kansas City - $5,000 

Fort Worth - $50,000 

Houston - $240,000 

San Antonio - $50,000 

Shreveport - $50,000 

Oklahoma City - $25,000 . 

MR. DAROFF: I might say that in PhiladelphIa 

since the emergency has taken place, we have a Cash Chair

man there and we are making a special drive today, mobil

izing a lot of our community people t . get on the phone and 

call individuals to get the cash in, so it doesn't only 
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mean that you talk to your treasurers and say we want so 

much money from the campa1gn. It means hav1ng a cash cam

paign r1ght In your commun1ty now to get the money 1n from 

the people who have made their pledgee, and don't sell this 

th1ng short, gentlemen. 

I l'emelllber only a few days 880 'ite had th1s 

nat10nal \oOkUp w1th reference to Banda, and we had about 

seventy 0" e~ty Pltop1e in a r6an: all~ we collected 1n 

add11:!101J81 money r 'thtnk at that t1 .... bout $100,000 in 

bonds. Do you -know that e1.4Wt. pe)."Cent of the people in 

that room gaYe U the; cbeokB ~ed1stely for what they 

pledged, and then we got ye8te~y the largest amount of 

money becau~e we got on the phone and p1cked up another 

$100,000 of bond money at people who had made previous 

pledges. l'lhy? Because they realized the serious d1scom

fort, -- the J~ws are not dumb about 1t, they know what 

it Is all about. They want to help, because you've got to 

keep after them, and I th1nk 1f you do, you are g01ng to 

get the money in. 

Wtth that I would like to callout these names, 

because I know you have some other matters on the agenda 

to ~omplete. (The cards were handed out by Mr. Daroff) 
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MIl. DAROFF: Gentlemen, thank you very much and 

I hope that within the next couple of ~Y6 we will hear 

from you, and I hope that our response will be really so 

terrific that we can tell our good friends from Israel 

just how much we have tried to help them in trying to 

mobilize all this cash, so that we can at least give them 

that woodeti:ul support that we a:re tilting about In order 

to encourage them In the gI'ltst things that they are doing 

for us, '!'hank you ve1l7 much. 

MR. SAl4 HYMAN (Miami. FI<>ride): As a community 

representative from Miami, we antioipated the purpose of 

this meeting, and b~o~ I ~a~ into this room tonight I 

sent tele~ms to all or the campaign leaders who worked 

in the ~!lami campaign last year and asked them to Join me 

at luncheon next Wednesday_ The telegram is as follows: 

"Am attending emergency meeting National UJA 

Cabinet here in New York. Very anxious to meet with you 

and other key campaign leaders on my return to Miami to 

discuss critical Israel situation. Will appreciate attend

ance at special luncheon meeting at Federation office this 

Wednesday noon, November the 7th. Your presence is re

quired. Best .regards. Don't 1"a11 me. Signed Sam Hyman." 
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"Ie are going to raise that money. 

CHAlJlMAN FRIEDl-IAN: I have Just been handed the 

11st of people who have agreed to take the New York re

spons1b111ty and they are, all four of them, here tonight: 

Judge Benjamin, Mr. Gotahal, Mrs. Michele and Saul Schiff, 

and the New York push --

)ffi. HENRY BERNS'fEm: You lei't out one name, a 

fellOW by the name of Jack Weiler. 

CHAIRMAN ~lEDM1lir: He handed me the list of the 

other four. lle1!ey Stone I ,see Just came in from Boston. 

I had said tha t he was absent at his own closing meeting 

tonight, but he got down trom Boston awfully fast. 

JUDGE BENJAMIN: Msy I suggest that I have some 

free days next week, and if some staff member will come to 

my chambers, I may be willing to violate my code and make 

some calls. 

QRAIRMAN FRIEDMAN: Thank you, Judge. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I said that there were two 

things we wanted to achieve tonight. One was this, as I 

term it, short term object1ve, not unimportant, but short 

term and immed1ate objective or getUng cash in; and secondly 

I said there was the long term objective of trying to figure 
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out how to set the stage for the kind of campa1gn we w111 

have to run under these circumstances • 

r want to tell you that when the miss10n was 1n 

Israel, there were a hundred people there and everyone of 

those people was important. Among the hUndred, everyone 

worked hard. One of them had lots of special responsibili

ties that others simply weren't asked to undertake. That 

one was Morris Berinste1n, and I would like Morris to bring 

before this table tonight the whole problem of where we go 

from here. That's the way Abe HaI'lllOll finished up -- where 

do we go from here. r think that is the way we ought to 

finish this mee~1ng tonIght -- ~ere do we go from here, and 

I can't th1nk of anyboay better qualified to do it than 

Morris. (Applause) 

MR. BERIN5TEIN: Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentle-

men and fellow workers, we, of eourse, left Israel the 

day before the events that were described to you took place. 

r think the timing of this is extremely important because 

that mission of a hundred people that Herb Friedman talked 

about were thinking about the problems of Israel as we saw 

them, not as theY are today. 

Now, it's not too easy to handle a hundred people, 
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and in our particular case El Al didn't do as well as has 

been described here tonight. Some got there 24 hours late 

and via another plane. 

r can't help but start off by telling you' that 

I am a little emotional at this moment, also a little 

tired, and I hope you will bear With me 1£ I break my rule 

Of talking more t~n five or six minutes, which is some

thing I don't think I have ever done before. 

We just finished talking aboUt cash. Let's face 

the facts. If _e all do a superhuman job and if everyone 

goes home and doesn't forget thst this has taken place here 

tonight, it will make a differeDce of ten million dollars. 

I know wh~t the armament bill for the government of Israel 

has been 1n the year 1956 not to wage war but to protect 

ltse~f against war. 

I saw, along with the people 1n this room, the 

planes land from Poland, the ship coming in from Marseilles 

that had come originally, of course, from Morocco. 9,000 

refugees came 1n in the month of October into this country 

thst is now waging a war. 9,000 more will come 1n 1n the 

month of November while the 50-called war, or wbatever the 

diplomatic statement is, 15 taking place. Probably 50,000 
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to 60,000 w1ll come in during the year. This is what we 

saw as a mission. WO saw 60,000 people who have Just come 

in in the past year, and 50,000 to 60,000 more are coming 

1n in the coming year -- tremendous outlays. Whether this 

belongs in the UJA p1cture or not, we can't help but men

tion it -- tremendous out~7e tor araanent, and I choose 

to 887 tor dafen ae. 

We treveled frOll ~ ,00 of lobe country to the 

other ead of the oountry. We 8aw .... n -With machine guns 1n 

their var10~ ~bbutze8. the gun on one shoulder and plowing 

with the1r etiher hand. We sa~ everyth1ng that looked bad, 

from a str1ct17 econGi1e 8tandpqint. we 8aw everything that 

looked good from the standpo1nt that Abe Harmon talked 

about, the morale of the people, the way they were g01ng 

about their work. 

I don't know if Abe remembers it or not, but we 

had one meet1ng very late on a Monday night. Teddy was 

there too and Ambassador Eban wes there and we were talking 

about var10us th1ngs that had to be done, and I have elways 

made it my policy not to bother the off1ciels of the State 

of Israel with a lot of questions, because God knows they've 

got enough to do, but I couldn't help but ask one ·question. 

i-------lil----------------------.... I.ON .,0 liN" .... 



• 

• 

68 

I said, "Oentlemen, how far can you go with this 

program? How rar can you go 1n taking in this tremendous 

amount of refugees and how far can you go 1n spending the 

kind of money you are for armanent, and 1n so many cases 

and 1n the particular CBBe to which I refer, a cash deal? 

Are :you too proud< to tell the government of the United 

States, to tell the ~e~ent of Canada. to tell some of 

these other govelQesnba that are so friendly, that economic 

bankruptcy 1s almost as bad as defeat on the battlefield? 

And how long can you go on apending this kind of money 

with the s11m, meager resources bhat you have?" 

Be.",use I want to say to you that I as a member 

of that m1ss1on up t1ll the last week felt a little hope

less. SUre, I knew we were going to come back and raise 

more money and We will talk .$bout that 1n a mInute or two, 

and I keew we could whip up some enthusiasm on the part of 

some people te continue their special gift or even in

crease it, but whatever meager sort of a businessman I am, 

I am not that meager that I don't know in my heart that 

it was impossible for P~er1can Jewry to supply the kind of 

funds that would allow Israel to live 1n that armed camp 

for the rest of our generation. 
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I just couldn't see how it could go on, where 

year after year after year they would have to spend this 

kind of money for arms, this kind of money for immigration, 

for peace, taking everything that you heard tonight with

out repeating it from the three Israeli gentlemen, and so 

I left Ysrael with 8 heavy heart 1n spite of what Herb 

and B1:Il ROBenwald aDd all our leadera felt was a magni

ficent reply i'rom the hundred people Who~ere in Israel. 

I want to tell l'OU 1ib!it that reply wa s. We had 

a meeting at ten o'clook one evening, and by the way, if 

you are looktng for a vacation, ~n down the next inv1ta

tion for s UJA mission. and without being vulgar, if you 

are lookin~ for dia:t'1"tlft, come along. I can teU you that 

they traveled us from one end of the country to the other 

in buses. I think that at the end of the third day most of 

us wanted to quit, but that 15 the type of American soldiers 

we are. We didn't quit. And finally, after getting up at 

siX o'clock in the morning and busSing it allover the 

joint -- and to me it's not a small country, gentlemen 

(laughter) -- at ten o'clock that night, after siX success

ive days we called a special meeting of the mission to dis

cuss "tachl1s, T' real, honest to goodness tltach11S, tJ and 

1-------U----------------------AaA'-ON n&NO'I'TH tIIIP'OItTKIIII 



• 

• 

70 

would you believe it, diarrhea or no diarrhea, there wasn1t 

one person who didn't attend -- not one • 

I happened to have had the pleasure of chairIng 

tijat meeting and I happened to thInk that It was cha1red -

and please don't take thIs as pol1tical; tonIght I think 

we a"" afraid ~ sa;r1ng so 1IIan7. things -- as democratically 

as it could have b~lI. Everyone had a chance to say what 

they wan~ed to. and wIth respect taHenr7 Zucker, we even 

had In'Qtess1ooels there aDd the)' bat's rtght to say what 

they wanted to say, and thaT said it. 

Th1s was, I must stress again and again, before 

we knew what was going to "'lee glace the day after we left. 

Nothing planted. It was the conviction of one hundred 

people In that room, ~ at least of whom seventy percent 

got on their feet and spoke, and all three of the pro

fess10nals, all from large cIties, that it was absolutely 

Imperative that the United Jewish Appeal hold another 

emergency drive in the year 1957 for even a greater amount 

than in the year 1956, so that the money could be forth

coming to Israel dIrect to help solve a minute part of their 

problems. 

That meeting lasted three to three and a half 
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hours. A very interesting thing took place in that meet

ing. 7e first time in my fund-raising exper1ence, some 

people, 1n order to demonstrate how much they relt this, 

some of the largest givers in the United States got on 

their feet and said, I1We pledge now- that we are going to 

give more than we did last year. How lllUeb more we do not 

know." Am;! when I had to call their attention to the fact 

that we were not :mising funds 1n Jerusalem any more than 

We are raising funds tonight, that didn't stop other people 

from gett1ng up and saying the Bame th1ng. 

So to sum up what took plsce in Israel I will 

tell you that those hundred people of the m1ssion, people 

from one coast to the other coast, north, south, east and 

west, w1thout any thought of a war and without any im

pregnation of any k~nd, came to that conclusion. The 

General Chairman of the campaign, Mr. Rosenwald, got up and 

made an announcement that that was his belief and he was 

prepared to give more. The N.tional Ohairmen of the cam

paign had a special, private little meeting, and remember, 

none of us went over there for that purpose, and all decided 

that as leaders it was our duty to come back to the commun

ity in the United States and say that we as National Chair-
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men were prepared to cont1nue and 1ncrease the pledges that 

we made last year • 

What has happened since then? Three uninvited 

Israelis have descended upon the scene, and I think I can 

speak frankly . I have been trying to lose this job for a 

long time, so tr I say anything wrong, I'm Borry. Three 

uninvited Israelis. They came because tbey are afraid of 

what tbe ~ction 1s 1n the American Jewish community. 

They have beett used to g,tt1ng cables 1n Israel for things 

a lot le8s important than tb1s and they haven't heard from 

us at all as to ¥bat we think, os to what we w111 do and 

as to what we can accomplish, SO they came here today. 

This meeting was called before then. They have spoken to 

you and they have poured out their hearts. Some of us may 

think it was unnecessary. I for one don't agree with that. 

I th1nk it was damned necessary. 

1 don't know how long this thing 15 going to last . 

I know it 1s a calculated riak and I tried to give you my 

own impression from what I saw in Israel, that tr I were 

aaked my opinion I would have said please take it, because 

they couldn't go on and live the way they were living. You 

Just can't live 1n a country where children aren't safe and 
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you canlt walk out on the streets. When we were out at 

~ive o'clock at night, there were airplanes and trucks with 

guns on them 1n front of us -- we~ as American citizens. 

I am leading up to just one thing, and as I say, 

without trying to be over-emotional, I think the time has 

come and it's got to be pretty soon when we ~merlcan Jews 

speak up. We know what happe.ned in 1948 and we know how 

we spoke up then. I don't know what the needs are going 

to b~. I don't think these three t1ne gentlemen can tell 

us today, but we knQW they are gdhg to be a hell of a lot 

more than they were this year. I don't know if this action 

wIll go on fol" another three days or four days. I hope 

that is all. 

We know the calculated risk, as I mentioned be

fore. But there Is one thing that we must do as the lead

ers in this room. On November 30th there 1s an emergency 

session being called of the United Jewish Appeal. That is 

three weeks away. I wish it was only one week away. We 

don't know how to act any faster. We are not that smart. 

We want everyone in this room to do two things: to come 

to that emergency session yourself, Number One. NUmber 

Two - I don't care how important you are in your community, 

1-------Jf-----------------------AIlALON. .,...".OTYN IlCPQRTU. 



• 

• 

but bring the other three, ~our or five important people 

to that session • 

This is something that you've got to start wrap

ping up tomorrow. Make them say yes. Get the hotel re

servations, make your p1ane reservations, set aside that 

weekend so that ~riean Jewry can really speak up, not 

with telegrams, but speak the way that Joe Lubin says we 

have to speak, the way I am prepared to speak, the way 

every decent Jew should be pre-pend to speak. 

Let me- ~epeat: every man and woman in this room, 

every leader I!IUst be he;!e and you must br1ng w1 th you the 

top three, f'our or five from your community, and don't take 

no for an answer. ~en let us all a8 Jews get together 

and decide what do we want to do. I assure you I can 

promise you it will again be done democratically. There's 

no Sense in a national organization which 1s the people 

in Israel. Who is the United Jewish Appeal? The United 

Jewish Appeal 1s you and me. There's no sense in adopting 

some crazy figure. There's no sense in six people manipul

ating and trying to get somebody to get up and say some

thing that they don't want to say or try to lead people 

into saying things that they don't want to say. 

I-------II----------------------..... ~" ~IID= ...... 
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To sum it up I do think this: somewhere along 

the line the people of Israel ought to have some idea from 

the leaders of the American Jewish community as to where 

they stand and how far they want to go. This can only be 

accomplished by attendance at this meeting and doing the 

things tl!!lt I have asked you to do. 

Will you let us kna; ,8 aoon as possible, every

one tbBt you can get, and tell ~m what 1t is for. Thank 

you ~ auch. (APPlause) 

CHAIIUIAN liRlEIIlANl I; think practically every

body here was present .l •• t "year on November 18th. 350 men 

were 1n that room, 350 people gave the mandate for the 

Special Fund of 195~. They could de so because they were 

the people who had the right to~o so. What Morris is 

pleading for is the same kind of group on November the 30th 

this year, and more. 

You remember what happened November 18th last 

year. You saw what Joe Lub1n and I am sure other men 1n 

th1s room were ready to do ton1ght on November the 30th. 

The clear signal has to come out. I don't have any doubt 

1n my m1nd. I think sometimes the people of the country 

are far ahead of the leaders. I think this year, 1956, 
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the leaders tried to be ahead of the people and really lead 

them. In 1957 we have to be farther aheaa of them and lead 

them still farther. The purposes for which this meeting 

was called I think have been achieved . 

I would like to close it by readIng three sent

ences from the 14th chapter of the Book of Exodus : 

"And bhe Egyptians pursued and went in after 

them, all ,Pha:roah I s horses, his chariots, his horsemen 

to the midst of the sea . And it, came to pass in the morn

ing watch that the Lord .looked unto the camp of the 

Egyptians with the pillar of fire and the cloud, and 

brought into confusion the camp of the Egyptians, and He 

took off the wheels of their chariots and He caused them 

to move onward with diffiCUlty. 

"And the Egyptians sald, 'Let us flee from the 

face of Israel, for the Lord fighteth with them and for 

them against the Egyptians. ITf 

The meeting 15 adJpurned . 

(The meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m.) 

~-----------1I~------------------------------------------·"~N~.~wnnm 
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The meeting of the National Cabinet of the United 

Jewish Appeal convened at 8:20 p.m. in the Jade Room of 

the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York City on SUnday, Nov

ember 4, 1956; Rabbi Herbert Friedman presiding. 

CHAIRMAN FRIEDMAN: Ladies and gentlemen, I would 

like to welcome 8[1 of yOU her, tonight in a mood of grati

tude tpr the 8~c;l with which 1'OU callie 1;ogether. This 

meeting was called;at e ~:fY few ~.a'l notice, and if you 

take a look around the room, l'Ou w1'11 ~ who 1s here and 

you wl11 know that the people ~ere Tepresent the hard core 

of thEe who .ake np the strength of the United Jewish 

Appeal. 

There are a r~~ people who aTe miss1ng and I want 

you to know why they are not here. Bill Rosenwald 1s out 

of the country, on the way bome. Joe Holtzman 1s out of 

the country On the way home. Joe Meyerhorr, Fred Forman~ 

Abe Kay -- people who would have been here had they been in 

the United States, but this whole thing happened so quickly 

that these people are still on their way back from Israel, 

none of them caught anywhere, although there was a trem

endous confusion with some people winding up in a pup tent 

1n the airfield at Athens, being evacuated by the American 

~ ____________ I~ ___________________________________________ ~~~O~~DW 
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Air Force and other people coming home via Copenhagen, and 

most everybody got back by now. These few are still out in 

the limbo and, I am sure, sorry that they are not with us 

tonight. 

Dewey Stone 18 in Boston at the closing meeting 

of the Boston campaign tonight .and 1s flying in to New York 

toni~t after the meeting 1s OVer up there, to consult with 

us here in the morning. With these few exceptions almost 

the entire Cabinet 1s here plus people whose strong interest 

brought them together tonight. 

We had a wonderful program all arranged. Moe 

Leavitt and I were going to tell you what it felt like to 

be 1n Jerusalem last Monday and Tuesday, but we are old 

arrivals to the United States in terms of very, very welcome 

and pleasant guests who dropped in on us this morning, who 

lert Israel on Friday, and we are going to hear from them 

tonight . 

Obviously, something impelled all of us to get 

together tonight . It doesn ' t take very many words to de

scribe what we are here for . The mood is deep. The words 

wh1ch will be used will come from people who are close, and 

I am gOing to give you the batting order : Teddy Kollek, 
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whom I think all of" you know and have met personally at 

one time or another, who 1s the Director-General or the 

Prime Minister's of"f"ice, will speak; Colonel Nachman Kerni, 

member of the general staff of the Israeli defense forces, 

and Abe Harmon who was, as you know, the Consul here in New 

York end who is now on the Exeoutive of the Jewish Agency. 

Thls Is a delegation dropped 1n from the skies. 

These Bre people Who wl11 try to g1.ve "" tn a rew minutes 

the total plct~, ~ddy ta~k1Dg about the background of" the 

thing and what happened up to ~ attack Monday night, and 

Colonel Karnl using his asp to~e8cribe what has happened 

since Monday and In the feW dawp of the f1ghting, and Abe 

to talk after that about -- now that it seems that the 

r1ght1ng is al~ost over -- what the present picture is and 

what the hope~ are and what will come out of this whole 

situation. 

There coUldn't have been, if we had planned this 

for months, a better line-up of people who suddenly came to 

our table tonight. These are not formal speeches from these 

men. They are too close to us, ~hey are friends of ours, 

you are friends of theirs. It 1s a 11vingroom gathering. 

This is our house. Three friends have come. We want to 
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know desperately from them, and one by one the three of them 

will build the picture for us. Ko introduct1ons, no lengthy 

biograph1es -- Teddy and Kachman Kerni and Abe Harmon. 

Teddy, shootl (Applause) 

MR. KOLIEK: Ik'iends,wtth some of you we met only 

about' _lI: ago ill 1 Anv and. at I:bllt ~ime none of us, 

certe not. 1, lend that we \!Iould. t1 ~t1ng here so soon 
z.·"'''~'f.·<:'; 

at BQ, lItId.., INdII good and happy 

eire, ,,,, •• s. ~lt 1111 of us who had 

contact Witit you, J!Pd eSil<'c1a~l¥ ~le like my own chief', 

Ben Gurion aD\!. iabkcl1 ~&lda a!lf. others, tried to convey 

to you what ou:l- prOblewli ~. We felt that you were ex

tremely well equipped ~ ~nsmit all these problems and 

your own Judgment about them and what you had seen w1th your 

own eyes to your own communi~1e~ and to the whole of Ameri-

can Jewry. 

But then things started happen1ng. They started 

happening a little faster than any of us thought would be 

poasible. Actually, the first call-ups happened dur1ng 

the very last hours of the m1ssion's stay in Israel and con-

tinued for another day or two or three. We felt that we 

owed 1 t to thi s partnership between you and us that we 
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should come here as speedily as possible and tell you what 

brought about the qUick decisions and the decisive actions 

that took 1'1"" innnediately after your departure . We owed 

it especially to those who had been over and who couldn't 

very well imagine on the Thursday or Friday when they lert 

that things would be happening so fast , and we owed it to 

all of you to give you as full a report 8a we could . 

This 15 why we tried to come over as fast as pos

slble . We left on Satwday morning, only a 11 ttle over 

24 hours ago. When we spoke fI'OlD Paris yesterday to Herb 

and heard about this meeting of yours here, we made a 

special effort to be here on time to meet wlth you and give 

you this report of ours. 

The reasons for the d~cls1ons that were taken , 

the background, you know . There w~ eight years since the 

armistice agreement, almost eight years since the armistice 

agreement with Egypt, of mounting aggression all the tlme . 

r almost don't have to repeat it, but I will do it very 

briefly . It started with the blockade of the Suez, with 

the blockade of the approach to Elath, with the flaunting 

of the Securlty Council decision in this repect and with 

the use of force in shooting at ships that entered into the 

r ------II,----------------------uAloON nll:IiIOTYN .UCI I . ... 
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Gulf of Aqaba -- although by chance it happened that these 

ships were going to an Arab port -- by stopping the one 

Israeli ship we tried to send through the Suez Canal and 

the incarceration of the crew and the transfer of the ship 

to the Egyptian navy. It continued by boycott, by all the 

pol1t cal pressure and all tbe great speeches about the 

dest_1oa ot! ~srael aad ebout tbe 'Ileconcl round. It took 

on eWIl 'Il:1'!IItIter Prc!po,.t1OD~ When E:~tr nerted on Its great 

arma.-at with 1Iu.ea1an 81I,d BI1rop!Oan .... 011 top of the few 

Brit1sh ar1l1a tbat they: had noce1ve4 before. 

It fiaallr~ on ~te alarming proportions dur

tng the days when you were there and when a J01nt command 

was organ1zed between~t, Saud1 ~rpbia, Syria, and which 

.. as then Joined by Jo~aa, our olosest neighbor, and th1s 

was defined by these- c01lllllandel'S 8S a r1ng of steel which 

would turn Israel into an Auschw1tz. -- all of th1s accom

pan1ed for the last few years by ra1ds of fedayeen wh1ch 

vel'e increasing • 

Dur1ng these last few days we had a great quant1ty 

Of Informat1on that there was the feellng 1n Egypt that 

they had won the polit1cal battle of the SUez over the Weat 

and that this thing had been taken off their m1nds; that 

I----------j\.---------------------......... ott .. • ,ed i iN .... ca i •• 



• 

• 

7 

they could concentrate again on the more important fight 

they needed in order to make their ambitions or conquest in 

the Middle East, in the Arab world, in Africa really, and 

that was the fight against Israel . We know that they had 

planned for an invasion of about ten thousand of these 

commando raiders into Israel during these next few days . 

During the days of the actual battle they man

aged to send a few hund~d In . We tried to underplay this 

news because we were no~lnterested, during the days of 

tension, to ureete any kind of feeling of worry or almost 

panic within Israel, but a great number of cases of~botage 

took place during these last days while the aetion in 

Sinai was going on. A~ongst the major ones, qu~te a number 

of cars were shot at, quite a number of cars touched off 

land mines and a number of people got killed . The great 

66- inch pipeline from the Yaarkon to the Negev was blown up 

~n a central place4 Land mines were planted from allover, 

from the north, from the south and from the east of the 

country . Several dozens of pumping stations and wells were 

blown up, and all this Was d1y a small part of the great 

action that was planned for these raiders to come in , helped 

by the fact that in Israel there are 200,000 Arabs who could 

t--------IIf------------------------ AL4�.I..ON ST&NOTYPC ... CidU_ 
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move freely and are moving ~reely in their own dress. They 

were planning to put bombs into cinemas, into office build

ings and into all kinds of other places. 

We had round out recently, as well -- or we had 

had second thoughts recently as well -- about the policy 

of retaliation. We know that you here 1n the United States 

OD qUite some occasions disagreed with UB over this policy 

anyway, but we had had 1n some casea a fa~rly good experi

ence. We knew at least at some period in this history of 

those recent years that a retaliatory action over a certain 

period of months meant quiet and peace for the villages 

along the frontier. 

We wanted fl~t Of all to establish the fact that 

Jewish life couldn't be taken Without anything happening 

and Jewish blood couldn't be spilled without any action at 

all being taken in this connection, but during recent months 

especially with the internal situation in Jordan deteriorat

ing and the central government not having a great deal of 

influence, we felt that the po11t1cal basis for these 

actions which we had had before had, to some extent, dis

appeared. 

We had believed before that the central govern-
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ment didn't want these actions at all; that they were under

taken by individuals and that when something unpleasant 

happened as a reaction, that then the central government 

was rorced into action, putt~ng the army, putting the~r 

best forces into the front lines and trying to present 

raiders Ira. coming in from th~ other Side, and therefore 

as we couldn't follow and pqrBUe these raiders in their 

own territory, the only~hing to do Vas to press the Arab 

government lQto doing something, and we felt that those 

raids were the only way of aohiavin& this. 

But d" .. lng the last few 1rneks and months we had 

increasing doubts about it, because the internal position 

in the Arab countrleahad ehanged, so between these doubts 

- and between this informatIon, the very live information 

that reached us and that s;tnee ha. been proved to some ex

tent -- and some of the documents will be published during 

the next few days and weeks -- we relt that there was no 

other choice for us but to take this thing into our hands 

and finish th~s once and for all, and if in the process we 

would be able to break the military might of aggressive 

Egypt, then this is what we wanted really to achieve. If, 

as we hope and still hope, this would mean the toppling 
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over of Nasser himself, then this would be the greatest 

thing that we could do not only for ourselves but for the 

world as a whole and for the free world as a whole. 

Of course, this was treated with the greatest of 

secrecy and there are many, many people in Israel in the 

most central positions who d1dn't know the Blightest thing 

about this until it Ilcctually' bappened. 11' We ~hOuld be 

asked 1ib7 this secrecy was nece1!sar.J'> I think our answer 

is thatooe, at least from the experience of world events 

especially during the laBt rew months, felt that if anybody 

at all would come to know aboot thIs, we would be stopped 

from doing what was, in our eyes, absolutely necessary, 

without any kind of action really beIng taken against the 

aggressors, and if that would be so, maybe aggression 

might be postponed for a week or two or three or four, but 

actually nobody would act against aggressive Egypt and we 

W QuId lose the only chance we had to save ourselves and .. 

incidentally, strike a blow 1n the r1ght direction for the 

world as a whole. 

r would 11ke to Bay that what we dld, I thlnk we 

had the best of reasons 1n the world -- self-preservation . 

What we did is one thing and what the French and the British 
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did is another. Certainly the motives are entirely differ

ent and the reasons are entirely different • 

OUr objectives were simple: to destroy the ag

gres~ive danger against us and to try to achieve a situa

tion 1n which we were to talk aboutJ again, a permanent 

peace in the Middle East. We d1dn ' t dQ this because we had 

territorial ambitions -- that wasn't tee purpose of the 

exercise -- but we believe that our ambitions at this time 

a nd our target at this time shoUld be peaee, not some kind 

of temporary a~ngement which ~a8 meant to be temporary 

a"d which was entirely made up of armistice agreements and 

which was entirely conupted when it became a permanent 

kind of arrangement, wbleh it Was neVer meant to be and 

which it wasn I t able to be. 

We have quite some problems before us besides 

the military problems about which Colonel Karni will be 

able to tell you much more than I could possibly do, because 

we withdrew h1m at the last minute before we left only on 

Friday afternoon from the center of actions in Sinai, and 

he will be able to give you a very detailed and full 

p1.cture on this. But all I wanted to tell you was what were 

the purposes we wanted to achieve. 
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Certainly we will have some problems. We will 

have some problems here 1n the United States to explain 

why we did thts. We will have some problems to explain 

ourselves 1n ASia where we are living and where we want to 

continue to live and live a peaceful life, because on the 

basis of our actto!!. >to BQIIIlt eiEtent the :\"rench and the 

British ellllle 1.<1. -U the Asialls criticize us on this, there 

may be some Jus.t~ation. tpey lila,. have some justification. 

If' an"". in 'thl!fUio1-ted Stiaws tries to oriticize us, we 

still believe that the ~rench and the BritIsh, to the ex

tent even we had some common alm 1n this action, although 

we haven't got common motives, may be better bedfellows or 

better companions in a~ kind of action than maybe even 

some great fighters for democr~cy like St. Marie (1) or 

Chiang KaL Shek, or ~ven, if I may te11 a story -- we have 

some close connections with all the American experts who 

are out in Israel in connection with Point Four and other 

things, and they were pretty much on oar side in this and 

pretty sorry that most of them had to be evacuated. They 

weren1t so worried about Israel. They were worried that 

the United States found itself suddenly together ~ith the 

RUSSians and Nasser aga1nst England and France 1n this 
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particular situation. 

If I may touch on one point which might be of 

interest from the point of view of world opinion , it is the 

question of the Arab refugees.. As you know, there are 

about 200,000, maybe a little more, maybe a little less -

we don It know the exact numbeI'1I - - of roefugees in the Gaza 

Strip. The nUlllbers are not known beCSllBe the only way of 

measurement is by ration cards, and ve know that during all 

this per10d of' e1gh years nobody ever cl~ and only new 

people were born all the n1me, 80 the ration cards increased 

at quite some remarkable speed all the time, and a real 

census had never been taken, but we took the greatest care 

that none of these people should be touched or hurt in the 

slightest. 

One of our prides 18 that during this whole cam

paign there was not a Single Arab civilian casualty as far 

as is known to us, and we took good care that not only 

should this be so, but through the world press the world 

should learn about this because we are sure that this 1s 

one of the measurements by which we might be Judged . 

One thing is clear : that if our hopes will come 

true and we shall not have only fought a successful action 
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in the Sinai Desert and liquidated about half of the Egypt

ian forces and a great deal of their fire power and the1r 

armor, but if this will mean a toppling over of their im

perialism and their aggressive ambitions, that this might 

be the beginning of a new era of a different orientation 

i .n the Middle East, of great possibilit1es for us of build

ing and continued what we d1d, and mind you, during all 

this week every day planes "me in 1f1th 1mmigrants from 

Poland. The very plane that took us tJuoee out few, after 

refueling from Paris, into Vie~a to bring a planeload like 

the one that so~ of you saw, beck into Lydda, and they 

are dOing this shuttle servbe a few times a day. El Al 

has given up all its transatlantic flIghts to service pas

sengers coming 1n and out of Israel and taking care of 

immigrants who come out of Poland and into Vienna, and 

are continuing this arrangement as you saw runctioning about 

ten or twelve days ago. 

But all this and the things that are happen1ng 

in Eastern Europe mean, of course, the needs w11l Dot be 

smaller but possibly greater. SUch an action as we took in 

the long run will be a relief because we hope -- I hope 

Colonel Karni won't be angry if I say this -- for smaller 
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military budgets in the future, but these days the military 

budgets have grown, the burdens on the government of Israel 

are greater. It can take even less care of the other side 

of the picture than I have just mentioned. 

We are here to tell you this. Nachman Karnl and 

Abe will tell you other SIdes Of the story and we are all 

here to answe~ Questions, it you are IDte~est. 

'l'Ilanlc you ve~ much. (Applause) 

ColQnel Karnl, the floor is 

yours. 

COLONEL KAHNI: ~!r. Chairman, ladies and gentle

men, it is a great privilege to stand here in front of 

you tonIght as an emisSary of the troops and the general 

staff of the Israeli Army, and to tell you briefly about 

the Buccessful completion of Operation Sinai. 

I would not like to have any record made of my 

remarks. 

(Discussion off the record) 

CHAIRMAN FRIEDMAN: I don't know whether all of 

you will remember how Oolonel Karni outlined this battle 

for us in its military framework on the map, but I don't 

think anybody will ever forget how he told the story in 
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terms of his prejudices against the all' force and in terms 

of his prejudices the other way, in favor of the people, 

himself included, who were out on the front until Just a 

very few hours ago. I hardly think that we have expressed 

to h1m and perhaps throqgh him our feelings toward him 

and toward h1a ,,~s who <114 what tlle7 did. Applause 

can't, do it, WOl'~S can't 4!!> it. L th1$ he has to take 

it frbll us p-om t~ hea",'. t!la.t we no .. l _ helped us share 

in W ~ cUd. Por ¥ ... tJ8Jtk h1il (Applause) 

I heal: tllat taere ar~ que<ltions and, as Teddy 

said before, th~ would ~ willin, to answer questIons. 

I thhk we shall he .... ~(!11,:",t,be Harmon, and when Abe ia done, 

then if we have any questIons we caD lump them all to

gether and so~ them out end they can run through all the 

questions at one time. 

Abe J again, as a rrlend of ours, -- it has been 

many months since he left us. He has been very busy. We 

welcome him back to the famIly tonight. Abe Hsrmon. 

(Applause) 

MR. HARMON: Thanks very much, Herb. Friends, 

like Teddy, r like to greet a lot of people who left 

Jerusalem only a very short time ago and I would like to 
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say a word or two about the attitude of the civilian popu

latin in Israel, and I just want to say this with a con

siderable amount of satisfaction. As Teddy pOinted out, 

this whole operation had to be subtle. I thin~, as Nachman 

pointed out, one of the great factors in the speed of the 

operat~on, in its SUccess ana 1n the oomPiratively very 

smal1~sualt4e8 invOlved on our siQe ~ that we used the 

factor of ~ise, and that meant tha~ the civllian popu

latlon had to be kept in complete daub a8 to what was 

going on. 

on the Friday, 1ast Frlday a week back, people 

began to get the caU-up. As ~ know, our army ls, for 

the most part, a reserve army -- only a very small standlng 

army -- and they were not given any particular ldeas as to 

what it was a~ abou~~ and it wasn't possible to write any

thing ·bout this in the press or use the radio, but the 

word sort of dr11'ted around and the call-up affected every

body. Everybody, I think, had someone in hls family or some 

body at his place of work who was called up. Something was 

going on but What, nobody knew. 

When the thing broke out on Monday afternoon, the 

civilian population got the flrst news at seven O'clock in 
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evening, and didn't quite know what was go1ng on. The army 

had to ma1ntain the e~ement of surprise, as Nachman po1nted 

out, with the result that the civil1an population got the 

news at the last minute. We heard one or two names but we 

didn't know what the development was because the whole 

1dea, a$We have heard, was to keep the enemy guessing. 

It wa s Pl'etty tough on people who had boys in 

the army and da1ll".,hters in the ail'my or friends, not to be 

knowing quite what was goIng 0\'1, ki.owLl1ng that the Sinai 

is a b1g place and lots of R~lans are there and how were 

our boys faring. W1th the Egypt1ans blazing forth all the 

time~ the stories abQUt ~remendous losses to us and Ramet 

Avid (?) inflames an~ that Tel Aviv was in flames, and 

s1tting in Je~salem yOU don't really know -- maybe it's 

true~ maybe it's not true -- who knows? 

Then tne impact of all this on civ1lian life. 

r must say that throughout tne whole of this last week the 

amazing th1ng was the dead calm in the country among the 

civilian population. My kids went to school every morn

ing throughout this week at a quarter to eight, left their 

home as usual. When r got back at sometimes three, some

times four 1n the afternoon to see what was happen1ng, I 
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found them down in the street playing with their friends 

as usual, with the dog, and so on. The only two days in 

which the civilian population felt anything this last week 

was the heavy impact on the civilian transport, because a 

lot of it had to be pulled out of normal service in order 

to help 1n tbe transport or troops al14 nppl1es for the 

army, 110 the publiC transpa!1;: I'll the !lIUils and between the 

cit1e" wall gx-a.,el;v atfeC'ted, but apart 'ti'Om that incon

venience the ce17 otber inconvenience the civillan popu

lation suffered from wsa the inconvenience of the blackout, 

and that too Wa8 a r~~ble th!nS. 

The r~10 ~nnouneetl ~t, I thlnk, about two o'clock 

in the afte~noon, that the blackout would be enforced that 

nlght, and bla~kout was enforce~ that night and was com

plete, and somehow or other people managed to drape their 

wlndowa with blankets and go to all kinds of makeshift. 

It was a hlghly disciplined, instinctive calm and mature 

response. There was a great feeling of relief, I would say, 

that something was being done to smash this hypocrItIcal 

facade of an a~istice agreement with Egypt which had been 

used for eight years as a cloak to hide Egyptian aggression 

against Israel. There wa8 that element of relief. 

~ __________ ~I~ __________________________________________ ~·i ~" .&& 
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There was an element of elation, of course, when 

the first neWB came in of the army'B great advance and 

great victorieB, but 1t was alwBY8 accompanied by anxiety 

for what waB happen1ng to the boys, how man Of them were 

belng k1lled for thls, 8Dd also by a sense of mature re

spons!blilt.r tbat thda wal a 08108881 .aterprlse and per

haps,. eO! $ve en_J1I". (01' 0IIr':rut_ as a whole. 

i tll.1n\.thet IJIfr C1v'ut.an "J)opideuon stood up 

thls 1Ietk 8S a ~]II8tU1'e PQP11. Ulia $I thls was a very 

comforting ~ou&h\;' .. to "",ow s.t. .... ~ to see it, and I saw it 

frOll1 the varltagi'ilotn1> or J"eIil8elell which Is, of course, 

one of the moS1f dltn.utt iSf 0 clUes. It 1s a border 

city, as you know, ahd t'e''Was always ,In the danger that 

maybe, well, the Jord~lan8 were In a pact with the Egypt

lans and there was Jerusalem s1ttlng rlght on the border, 

and maybe the Jordanians were going to blast us to see haw 

this city of Jerusalem, Which has a very large Immigrant 

populatlon, right on the border -- the me'aboroth Talplot 

which is rIght on the border and all kinE of other bol!der 

areas 1n the city -- how there was no panlc. The 0II1y 

trace of panic was tha t because of the tranaport diffi-

culty on the third day. It was rather difficult to get 
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certaln food supplles In the stores. The food stores were 

In the clty In central warehouses but there wasn't the trans 

port to distribute the stuff and that was the dlfflculty, 

that it took about a day and a half or two days to get 

over, but as soon as that was gotten out of the way, not 

even that element of panl0 e&lsted. 

I th1nk tlIat !;hill ~ell that 1$en the chips are 

down, thls is a ua1tect C<IIii,_ltf- that ~s where it ls 

hea<tl;ll& ell mows what it needs 1n o!:'#' to live, and ls 

absolutely self~l,eipllned. wQ1ch 1s much more Important 

than belng dIsciplined tram above~ I am told that that was 

the picture rlght acr~a the c~try. I saw it in Jeru-

salem. I saw once agaln thIs fantastic capaclty for Im-

provlsation wh1ch our pe~le have. Even EI Al went right 

to the heights of tHis ~og. They operate well when it 1s 

difficult. When it's easy, It's not so good. When it's 

diff1cult, this 11ttle company does something about it. 

Three planes out a day, three planes In a day, every plane 

coming back to Israel chock full, without a seat empty,of 

Israelis coming back to be in thls thing, students leaving 

in the middle of term in Europe and people who had been on 

mission cutting their missions short, getting back, and 
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working the thing. This aspect also came out very much to 

the fore in the last week • 

What has this thing achieved? As Teddy brought 

out and as Nachman described very graphically, it has ac-

but a complished a major objee\tve, not the only objective 
, 

major obSective. ot~ot~ t~ lJ8iI!'eaeive power of the 

Egypttiins, and:n-om 411 t~ "~l~enoe, dql~ it in the nick 

of U!p!!!. Qod knoInI tibet ~d _ve hilppened had this re

actioD to:! 1;hts conUnuou1l ape! srodng Z$'tian aggression 

not come at 1;hat _cise mOlllltflt. Certainly the striking 

power of EgygtlaD ha .. lMIen broken ... a resUlt of what the 

defense army of Isra~l 414 fh a perIod of only five days. 

I think another thing that is accomplished Is 

that if people bave eyes to see, they must have drawn from 

this the conclusion not merely that Israel is there to stay 

1n the Middle East, but that the capacity of Israel to pro-

tect its rights and to defend its existence is a permanet 

element of the Middle Eastern situation, end to put it 

quite bluntly, that in Israel they are dealing with a coun-

try whlch 1s not golng to allow itself to be made an ex-

ception of when it comes to 1ts rlght to defend its exist-

ence. That's been proved and I hope that that lesson Is 

!-------+--------------------AaALON 8' 'iN. ._--: 
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going to slnk rlght 1n to anybody who Is maklng plans for 

the future of the Mlddle East • 

Those are two very so11d accompllshments. There 

are stll1 plenty of rlsks and there is a long way to go. 

One risk which is prett7 obvious is the whole problem of 

Jordan, and we don't know Jet; - tbel'e 8l'e three alterna

tive neQ connected wlt1i iJ(lI'<Idn, ,it "eells. First, maybe 

Jordan 1tself Will ettecik. 'l'lIat seeme rather unlikely. 

Second., that __ Iraqi. may sweep into Jordan 1n 

substantial forces, wh1ah a~ f~ as we know hasn't yet 

heppened. It theY cUd .. ;[ thi~ notice has been served to 

the world by farae! tbliIt IS1"ae];. would have to take a very 

serious vlew of th.~, beC88Be Iraq js a country whlch has 

not even made an armistice agreement with Israel and whose 

aggressive intentions BS fa~ as Israel are concerned have 

been made abundantly clear by them allover the years and 

very recently. 

The third possibility might be -- and agaln, It 

Is difflcult at this moment to appraise the little news 

that we have on thls -- that the Syrians may go into Jordan, 

and there has been some newS that thls may have begun and 

that they may go Into Jordan for the objectlve of uaing 

f-------II----------------------AAALON .i. 'iN ... _ .. ,. __ ,.., 
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Jordan as a much more convenient jumping-off point for an 

attack on Israel than their own country~ because from cer

tain points 1n Jordan, ae you know, they are only within 

ten miles of the Mediterranean Sea and could cut off Israel 

at its very narrow waistline. 

Well, th18 Is ~ ai~tlOD obviously that we 

are keepln!,; our eyes on very closel:/: ;indeed, and it is a 

rlsk ~lch st~ll ,aces us. 

1.'here 18 another risk and tl)at 15 this: that 

Nasser is still 10 EgYPl. He hasn't fallen, and there Is 

a risk that the~ miSht b& a thoroughly mlsguided inter

national actlOn that might have the e~ct of enabllng 

Nasser to hang on. It Is inoonceivable to us that anyone 

interested in ~dermi~ aggression or In protecting the 

interests of democracf or freedom or in promoting the cause 

of peace should have any interest whatsoever in any kind 

of action that could conceivably have the effect of enab

ling the Nasser regime in Egypt to hang on. Now, that Is, 

of course, a risk that still lies ahead of us. 

But the major problem, of course, Is, where do 

we go from this polnt on? The action in the Sinai has had 

these positive achievements and the results that I have 
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mentioned, and in addition to them, should have taught the 

lesson that 1r you are looking for peace, then strike 

aggression down as soon a6 it raises Its head, because that 

Is the best time to do It, and then you can do it at the 

cheapest cost, and the Ifople who have been acquiescing In 

Egypt$8\! eggresn._ til the ~e East> tar the last eight 

years halre II'" seen ~.t ~ lfhQI.e apP'!ll .... ent policy wasn'!; 

worth. 'tile Candle, ~.se it woulll .,.._ been .ch eaater to 

do it eigbt, ~l".lICO ~tt even baa bean these last 

five or six days . 

But the maSer qtlf!sttoo 18, what Ites ahead? This 

1s the central tnt&~t1onAl question facing the world to

day, if not at least ractngthe UniWd Natlons which is 

meeting in this ctty . There Is one vlew that you ought to 

turn the clock back and go back to what is called the 

armlstice system, as though the armistice system were an 

ideal . There Is not a word In the charter of the United 

Nattons aaut the armistice system as an ideal . The United 

Nations charter talks about peace is an ideal , not about 

armistice. It is peace . That is what the United Natlons 

is there to protect. That is what the United Xetions is 

there to advance and achieve -- peace, not armistice . 

r---------~----------------------------------~ ~.'--'m'NN.~~' .. -~ 
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What was this armistice system to which some 

countries are now inviting us to return? It is a system 

o~ no relations between countries. It has been a cloak be 

hind which aggression went on against Israel . Row could 

we return to that? There 1. only one alternative to that 

absolutely inconceivable ~poael, and tbat is an advance 

to peace. Vec've got to DlO\'e forwerd to PlJ8ce and we 

oughtn't to be in 8 pdt!lt1Oft whl>re we have to tell this to 

the United N&tions. It ~B an abaurll moclrery of the ideals 

of the Unitell llatlaos t.bat thrOllghou.t these last eight 

years anybody who had the temertty to mention the word 

"peace" in relat10n to tbiJ Arab-Israel problem was looked 

on as though he were using bed language. 

There's got to be a move towards peace# but how? 

And here again there is a new philosophy developing which 

doesn't exist anywhere in the charter of the United Nation" 

a ph1losophy that 1n order to have peace between two neigh

boring countries you've got to put up an 1ron wall between 

them. Is that the vision of peace? The charter of the 

United N-tions enshrines a constitution of principles aimed 

at creating bridges between countries, not of divid1ng them. 

The iron curtain isn't an ideal. It is the very thing 

~ __________ ~I~ ___________________________________________ ~" i fN , .. 



27 

which the United Nptiona has got to break down in order to 

• have a system of law in the world • 

And if it was said recently that in order to have 

pece you've got to have law~ then it is at least as true to 

say tpat in order to haY8 law you 1ve got to have peace, and 

all our It:r;per1enGe of the last flJ.ght years is one continuous 

lessOll til ~t proposition's txv.th. 

~t 1s the question. oar position on this is 

clear. !'eking a dee1s1on and action like this isn't easy, 

and it invo1ve~ risks tbat ~ Ilave heard of from Nachman 

of people's livas, and let me empl,lasize what he referred to 

because I don't 1<:now WIle~ it 15 clear enough yet -- that 

this Operatton Sinai eould have been a whole lot easier 1n 

the Gaza Strip had it been approached by us as an operation 

of total war. It wasn't because it was a military opera-

tion with the soldiers hamstrung when they went in by the 

strictest orders, that their objective was to strike at the 

Egyptian military power and at nothing else, and that as-

• pect of it is worth bearing 1n mind. 

OUr position is that there can't be a retreat be-

cause it would be a wretched and purposeless and se1f-de-

feating retreat to an old armiatice system which, in the 

way it was abused and misapplied by the Egyptians in the 
~ __________ ~I~ ___________________________________________ ~.' J'iN • 
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last elght years was a runnlng sore ln the Mlddle East and 

a constant menace to our very existence • 

There's got to be an advance and there's got to 

be a step towards peace, and there are certaln blndlng tests 

of peace as far as we are concerned. One, that we are 88 

entltled to free40al 011 mOTe ~ as a011lOd7 else, and that 

there.,. 110 longer W to1 .... 1>U ~ ~1~.t on ln whlch you 

have _ ayipl1cation on tile ln~at1ooel Beale of that 

klnd or relle1l'\'lltlOll fIbIIJ; ueect 1;0 be alJQly)J included in the 

legislation of the Czarist empire. "Everybody has rights, n 

lt used to be ><ritten 1D i;J*1r 2aw., "except the Jews." 

Well, there can't be-. at_t10, n which everybody can move 

through SUez except the Jan. "Anybo.dF can move through the 

GUlf of Aqaba except the Jews . Everybody can defend himsel~ 

against aggresslon and attack except the Jews." Th1s can't 

go. Thls is a decis1ve test of peace in our part of the 

world. 

Another dec1s1ve test of peace 1s that you must 

be relieved of the threat and constant menace of attack and, 

of course, 1t would be good 11' you could have decent rela

tions, but there must be a modus vivendi and it's got to be 

mutual ana reciprocal, and it's got to have these two things 

t------------i---------------------------------------------••• ·M"~OM.. l iN I" 
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in it: freedom of movement and relieving us from an obJect-

ive situation that menaces our ~stence by its threat • 

This kind of advance to peace i6 within the power 

of the United Nations to ahieve. rf it 16 looking to the 

pr1nciples of its charter and to its purpose, which is to 

achieve peace by etfective relations between states and not 

by separating etates tiut by creating a pressure that will 

force them to oome into peacefUl relations with each other 

as is their duty under the charter. 

Just a couple of things 1u conclusion . First, 

while all this hes been ~tng ~, the Executive of the 

Jewish Agency 1n J~ru881elllast week was considering the 

business of immigratlaa, and you hear~ from Teddy that we 

dec1ded that the a11yah out of Poland has got to go on . The 

people are getting exit visas, the transports out of Poland 

are being organized. If we don't siphon the people out of 

Vienna - - and the Austrians are doing us a good turn 1n 

letting them come in -- then that menaces a continuous 

operation of this movement, so the aliyah from Poland has 

been com1ng in . It was 800 in October . The budget for 

November is 1,200, and when we passed through Paris yester-

day we had the opportunity of meeting the Israeli Minister 

r --------llf-- -------------------- ft ... en.. Ii" . .- h 
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to W~rsaw who was in Paris for consultations for a couple 

or days, and who told us that the movement or granting 

visas and travel documents 1s continuing and that we have 

to do everything we conceivably can to keep the movement 

going . 

We have t o s top r or a short time the movement or 

people out of Marsell~es, not for security reasons but be

cause , se a result of. the mobl1~eatton Bnd the big move

ment Df the army, a lDt of our people handling immigrant 

traffic and~v~g them to the development centers and so 

on, were called up and some or pur houses were tempaarlly 

occupied as billets by the army. But this is • situation 

that we have alreadY tackled l1ith army cooperation . Some 

of the people after the first two or three days or excite

ment have been released from the army and are back at the 

Job . 

At least two ships , to my knowledge, are on the 

way with i!llllllgrants from Marseilles and I think that within 

a day or two more ships will be 1n -- we will be in a pOSi 

tion to move more ships out . 

The last thing I want to mention 1s a very utachllf lf 

type of thing, and that is the impact of this Gn the coun-
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try's economy and on the Agency's economy. I won't say ~oo 

much about it because I think it 1s a fairly obvious kind 
., 

of thing, like this eats up money. Before we left in the 

early hours of Saturday morn1ng we saw Eshkol. He 1s 1n a 

very curious dilemma today . He doesn't know whether to be 

plea sed or to be worried and be 111 both at the same time. 

He 1s wa1t~ to -see 'what t~ OIIto_ 1<.1:11 be, and when 

we said to him, "What do you thll11c ~s 1s costing you," 

he said he doesn't knOlf what; to tII1"'~ ..&!rtain things are 

tangible and definable - how 1IJ!I.ch they eat - - but how much 

they use and, above all, tbe tna1~t impact of this on 

the country' s ~onomy which is bound to be a very dec1s1ve 

th1ng, is an unknown tactor, and wh~" 1s a160 unknown is 

that you can't run an operation like this on the basis that 

you mobilize your reserves. 

You let Nachman and his colleagues loose 1n the 

Sinai Desert for five days and then they finish it and then 

you can bring all the boys back. You've got to reta1n 

strength, partIcularly when you are facing risks like those 

that I have mentioned, about maybe Jordan and so on and so 

forth, so it may have to go on for a little time more, and 

this constitutes a very heavy pressure. It 1s one of the 

...... a' .,'*_ .... __ 1-' 
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things that you have to go into when you are trying to pro

tect the most essential thing, which is life itself . 

That is really all I have to say, except to re 

echo what Teddy and Na chman have already said . I don't 

think that it can be said too often, and that is this : 

that in everything that we do in Israel, as you know, we 

have the w1der ultimate Jewish purpose in mind and 1n 

heart, and it has been ~ source of more than mere encour

agement to us that has lifted the mora l e of our people, 

to know that in mOVing forward towards that purpose, >fe 

have you with us all the time . (Applause) 

(cat1nued on Page 33) 
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