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LOS AlIGELES. CALIFOBliIA 
llACKGROUIID StllllW!Y 

Loa Angeles is the third largest city in the United States and, with a population 
of 400 . 000 Jews , 18 outranked only by New York City in size as a Jewi sh eoamunity. 

Loe Angeles has not only registered a tremendous population growth since World 
War II , but an industrial expansion as well. Yi thin 1 ts 450 square mi l es are 
factories and industrial plants which are major producers of iron and steel , 
rubber , tires . automobi l es, meat products . furniture , food canneries and women's 
dresses. 

Jewish COmmunity Or ganizat i on 

There are tvo basic community structures in Los ~les: 

1. The LOB Angeles Jewish Community Council, founded in 19)4. which sponsors the 
annual United Jewish Welfar e Fund Campaigns for local, national and overseas 
neede , and 

2. The Los Angeles Federation of Jewish Welfare Organizations , founded in 1911. 
which 1s the fund-disbursing and planning- coordinating body fo r twenty- two local 
Jewish heal th and welfare agenCies . 

UJA Allocatto!l;s 

The largest snm ever contributed by Los Angeles to tbe united Jewish Appeal was 
in 1948 . Out of $9 , 635 . 603 raised b,y the UJWF . the .am of $6 . 600.000. representi ng 
a percentage of 6f!!" vas allocated to WA. 

By 1955. this percentage bad been reduced to 42 .5 ($2 . 001. 22) out of $4 . 706 . 2)8 
raised) . In 1956 there was a slight pickup, percent~e-wise , 42 . 6 - and a greater 
One in total funds, due to the Special Survival1"nnd campaign ($1.929, 800 Regular; 
$1 .0)) .048 EI!1' ) . 

At last report (June , 1957) Los Angeles campaign had ra i sed $3, 8)6 . 330 , plus 
$1, 651,414 ERF (both incompl eted) . The allocations agreement for this year 1s 
campaign is as follows : Of the fi r st $4 ,550 , 000 raised, the overseas agencies are 
to r eceive 55~ , less campaign expense . shrinkage , and a deduction of $155, 000 for 
l ocal and national agencies . All Emergency Rescue Fund monies are to go exclusive17 
to UJA. leS8 nominal campaign expenses . Allocation of funds r ai sed above $4,550.000 
and up to $5. 000 , 000 are to be subject to further review . (Overseas agencies are 
the United Jevish Appeal. United Riae - now included in the Em' - American Fund 
for Israel Institutions , Hebrew Un1v8r8i~-Technion Joi nt Maintenance Appeal and 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agen~) . 

UJA Loan Fund Pro,1ect 

19S4-Los Angel es borrowed $2 ,500. 000 , although UJA requested $3.500 , 000 . 
1955- Lo8 Angeles reborrowad $1,800 ,000 against a UJA request of $2. 000 , 000 . 
1956- (a) Re-borrowed $1, 500, 000 as ag.ainst UJA request of $3 , 000, 000 . 

(b) Borrowed additional $1 ,400 , 000 which vas repaid out of Special Survival 
Fund col lections locally. Subsequent collections created a balance 
of ~643 ,645 .56 between cash actually received on the Special Survival 
Fund and the full amount of the loan, which has been credited to the 
1957 campaign. 
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Local Pr ob lems 

The major campaign probl em arises from the vacuum created in top leadership bracket 
when the ol d leadership withdrew in favor of the Bond organization. The loss of 
the services of t hose rated highest in capacity to give, to influence giving and 
to serve a8 General Chairman, Big Gifts chairmen and l!lembers of the campaign cabinet 
has forced the UJWF to settle for less qualified l eadership . Fortunate~. tbe 
quality of leadership on the sectional and trade levels is much better. and it is 
this leadership which, in actual fact , pl ans and conducts the campaign. 

On the allocations level. the decline in UJA percentages over the past ten years 
can be attributed to the fact that the largest bloc of boa rd members in the Los 
~les Jewish Community CouncIl are "Federation" and "civic- defense" minded. 
Although 11 of these Federation agencies will be wholly supported by the Community 
Chest by 1959 , the very rapid increase i n the Jewish popula tion, and the large 
movement into the suburbs are creating increased needs for Jewish cent ers, famiLy. 
youth. health and ~elfare services which call for thB expansion of existing facilities 
and the creation of additional ones. As most of the influential members are BIDBi 
B'rithites (the Board 1s someti~es facetiously called the Los Angeles BranCh of the 
B 'nai B' rith) inordinately large sums annually are allocated to the national. budgets 
of the civic- defense agencies (1956 allocations j Joint Defense Appeal of the Anti 
Defamation League of B' nai B'rith and American J ewish Committee . $115,000; American 
Jewish Congress , $27 .500; Jewish Labor COcmittee, $11,500; :riCRAC, $7. 300; and LA 
Community Relations Comcdttee $58.300, etc . ) 

Following are brief ske t ches of some of Los ~les top leaders: 

Samuel Pensi ck 1957 Regular 
ERF 

High Year - 1957 

$10 ,000 
10,000 

Prominent local businessman (Pensick & Gordon. notions and toys ) . Serving as 
cbai~ 1957 Los Angeles United Jewish Welfare Fund campaign. Will require special 
attention because he is still sensitive about the fact that as the o~ layman 
from Los Angeles attending 1956 UJA national conference, he was not selected to 
serve on Resolutions Committee . 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Joseph D. Shane 

Attorney 
1957 Regular 

ERJ' 
High Year - 1957 

$10, 000 
10.000 

Mr . Shane is a member of the UJA national C8l!lpaign ee.binet . and. a vigorous spokes
man for the UJA in Los Angeles and in the West Coast communities where he is high~ 
regarded and, to a greater degree . more influential than he is in his home community. 
Mr. Shane W4S chai~ of the Los Angeles United Jewish Welfa re Fttnd1s 1954 
campaign. 

Emil Brown 
Builder 

1957 Regular 
ERF 

High Year - 1950 

$25 , 000 
- 0-

26, 250 

Hr . Brown is t he head of Emil Brown & COli:IpallY which supplies structural metals for 
the construction industry. A native of Russia who came to this country in 1904 
a t the age of 7. Mr . Brown is active in a wide variety of philanthropic and 
communal inter es t s both in the Jewish and non-Jewish COmmunity. He haa been associated 
with the Jewish Theologica l Seminary'. the Israel Bond Drive and Brandeis University; 
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(Emil Browu-cont'd) 
he 1s the honorary life t reasurer of t he Uni ted Jewish Welfare Fund, treasurer of 
L08 Angeles Mt . Sinal Hospital and is also active with the Jewish Home for the 
Aged, the Jewish Center Associ ation and many other organizations. Among his nOD
Jevish interests a r e the B~ Scouts of America, YMCA, Bed Cross , Chamber of 
Commerce , El.ke and llational Conference for Christians and Jells . 

Charles Brow 1957 Regular 
ERF 

High Year - 1957 

$6. 000 
4.000 

Former member of UJA national campaign cabinet; currently member of UJA National 
Campaign COIlJIlittee. Although not active for reasons of health. Mr . Bron has 
given yeoman service to UJA and to the Los Angeles cOI!lIlUn1 ty in the pas t where he 
served a s chairman of tbe L08 Angeles Yelfare Fond drive. He Is a member of the 
Board of the Los Angeles Federation of Jewish Wel fare Or &anizatlons , a former 
state chair.man of the UJA and the UPA. An ardent Zionist , he is a member of the 
ZOA, League f or Labor ZiOnist, and was active for the Jewish llational Fund. He 
is the owner of Br own ' s Hen ' s and Women1s Apparel Stores . 

Edward D. Mitchell 1957 Regular 
ERF 

High Year - 1957 

$25.000 
25. 000 

Chairman of the Board of Beneficial Standard Life Insurance Company, past chairman 
Special Gifts; treasurer 1953 Los Angeles Welfare Fund cacpa1gn and member of the 
board of the Los Angeles Jewish Communit7 Counci l. He is identified with the JDC 
(member . National Council) ; Weizman Institute of SCience; Ampal-American Palestine 
Trading Corporation; Bonds for Israel government. Also has large private invest
ments in Israel . This year, a $250 .000 medical center to which he contributed all 
the funds was dedicated in Tel Aviv. named in his and Mrs. Mitchell ' s honor. 

Joseph D. Shulman 
Midland Properties 

1957 Regular 
ERF 

High Year - 1948 

$ 5.000 
1, 000 

20 ,000 

Prominent real estate developer a nd builder, operating under the name of Midland 
Properties . He and Mrs . Shulman were members of the 1956 UJA Study Tour to 
IsraeL I-fr. Shulman has been active in the leadership of the Los Angele. campaign. 
His other interests a re the University of Judai&m and Brandeis Camp Institute. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
William. Bruck 1957 Regular 

ERF 
High Year - 1956 

$5. 000 
- 0-

5. 000 Regular 
5,000 Spec . Fund 

1956 UJWF Campaign Chairman, past chairman of the Allocations Committee , active 
in Brandeis Cemp Institute and the Jewish Centers Association. 

Robert Rosenaon 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1957 
1956 Regular 

Spec. Fund 
High Yeor - 1948 

Ho Record 
~lO . ooo 

3. 000 
20 , 000 

1955 chairman of the UJWF 's Allocations Commit tee; chairman, Greater Los ~lea 
are .. campaign of the u.ra in 1956 . 
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Max Firestein 1957 
High Year - 1947 

$68.000 
80 ,000 

e Gift is made in name of Max Fa.etor Memorial F1md (cosmetics industry) and ineludes 
firm and officers . Mr . Firestein is vice- president of the CO~. He served 

• 

• 

as 1944-45 chairman of the Los Angeles We l fare i'tmd campaign. Currently he is 
chairman of the UJWF Allocations Committee and once president of the Los Angeles 
Jewish Community' Council . 

Julius Fllgelman 1957 
High Year - 1948 

~2J .000 
50.000 

The FUgelman gift includes the Los Angeles Feriod Furniture Co~ and i ndividuals . 
Mr . FUgelman. was chalrl:!8.n of the 1948 tJJWF campaign for $10 , 000,000 . He is cba.ir
man of the UJWF Standing Committee of the Jevish Community Council . Active in the 
JeWish National Fund and the University of Judaism. 

Jack L . Warner 1957 
1956 Regular 

Spec . Fund 
1956 Rego.l.ar 

Spec . Fund. 
High Year - 1949 

No Becord 
$27 . 500 (Jack L. \'&rI1er) 
12. 500 (. .) 
25.000 (Harry II. 'darner) 
15.000 (. .) 

J2J . 559 (with others) 

Jack I. Warner is Tice-president of the Warner Bros . Studios and the leader in 
the Motion Picture ~vislon of the L08 Angeles Welfare Fund for the past ten 
years. 

Samuel GoldJryn 1957 
1956 Regular 

Spec . Fund 
High Year - 1948 

No record 
$25 . 000 
-0-
105. 000 

Headed the UJWF' in 1947 and 1948. Takes no leadership at present in Welfare Fund 
drive. He ie a member of the National Board of State of Israel Bonds . Aleo 
honorary life member Permanent Charities COmmittee of the Motion Picture industry. 

Toland D. Markson 1957 
High Year - 1948 

$114. 750( include. Boston gUt) 
182 , 100 

Mr. Markson operates ¥~rkson Bros ., a departaent store in Los Angeles and a large 
jewelry establishment in Boston. He is identified as a giver rather than an 
active campaigner. He is a member of the Brandeis Camp Institute . 
- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
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BIG GIFTS - LOS A~NGELES, CALIFORNIA 

SFRI!!G 

Acong the $10. 000 and over gifts reoorted were the following: 

HIGB YEAR l25.§. 

July 1957 

~ 
Regular .§§l Regular ~ 

49- )1,000 Jack BenDT 

57-

Motion Pictures 

Michael C. Blrnkrent 
Retired 

:;0.. 16,000 Harry H. Be""" 
Robert Borun 
Norman Levin 
Thrifty llr"8 Store 

Co . , Inc , 

15 , 000 

10,000 

12,000 

50-177.375 Louis H. Boyar 95 . 698 
Aetna Const ruction Co. 

a. 
G. Harry Rothberg 
Lakewood Park Homes 

& 
Ben Weingart 
Ae tna Foundation 

a. 
~Ark Boyar & Sons 
Long Beach I Cal if • 

Construct ion 

15 , 000 5, 000 

2,000 

500 11,000 1.500 

802 )2, 500 58.800 
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lIIG GIFTS - LOS AOOEx,ES . CAIIFORIiIA 

- 2-

F~GIi Y];A)l ~ 
R~gular SSF 

60- 26. 250 Emil :Br own 25. 500 
»nil Brow lie Co . 

Metal 

ALEX =SCl! SEE AT llOTTOM OF PAGE 

f7 Richard S. Diller 
Diller-Kalsman Corp. 
Beverly Hills , Cal i f . 

Construction 

47- 80 , 000 I8v1s Factor 
Don L. Factor 
Louis Factor 
Max Factor, Jr. 
Sidney ?f'.ctor 
Jack Abrams 
Max Flreetein 
A. Bernard Shore 
Robert Silverstein 
Max Factor & Co . 

Cosmetics 

15. 600 

33, 000 

48- 52 , 000 George Fam1l1an 22!OOO 

SI-

Famlli811 Pip e & Supply Co . 
South Gate , Calif . 

& 
Isadar ~il1an 
Price-Ffeister YSg. Co . 
Los .~ele8 , Celif . 

Plumbi ng 

Alex Deutsch 
Eleanor Deutsch 
Herman Deutsch 
Lester Deutsch 
The Deutsch Co. 

Machine')' 

25 , 000 

200 

16, IJ()0 

10,600 

w:z 
R~gular 

25. 500 

15, 500 500 , 

)4,000 )4,000 

22, 000 

2'7 , 000 1 , 000 
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BIG GIP'rS _ LOS ANGELES . CAJ,IFORNIA 

10K YEAR 

ij9w lO.33G- Leeter M. Finkelstein 10,000 
~J1 Ruben Finkelstein 

Metal 

50- 25 . 000 Morris Friedman 
SamUel Fr l edJ:1an 
Solman Fri edman 
Friedman Bag Co •• Inc. 

Waste 

9 ,000 

48-105. 000 Samuel Galdwyn 25 . 000 
Samuel Goldw,yn Studios 

55- 17. 500 Dan Greenberg 12 . 500 
Ike Greenberg 
Joseph B. Greenberg 
Universal Enterprises 

& 
Standard'Brand Paints Co. 
Torrance, Calif . 

54- 38. 250 Homer M. Harvey 28,750 
Lawrence A. Harvey 
Leo M. Harvey 
Harvey Machinery Co., Inc. 

& 
Harvey Aluminum Co. 
Torrance, Calif • 

5.000 

1,400 

1,000 

1,500 

10 , 000 7.500 

4. 800 1,700 

25. 000 

12.500 5 . 000 

3.750 1,000 
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BIG GI FTS - LOS AIDIlLES , CMIFOBNIA 

_4-

HIGH YEAR 

51- 18.500 Hollywood Turf Club 10, 000 
Associated Charities 

(NON JEWISH) 

4&.. 48 ,000 Harol d S. Jacobs 9 1000 
!.(rs . J~ B. Jacobs 
N, Engmall- 1I0N .TEII (Dec •••• d 56) 
Ben B. Hirsch 
Simon-Levi Co . 

Liquor 

48-<105 .700 Harry Karl 19, 000 

57-

57-

Mrs. Pinches Karl 
Cyril S, L1chtmann 
Saul. Pollack 
Karl's Shoe Stores . Ltd. 

Jack Kessler 
Rose-Marie Reid of 

California 
'WoDen 1s Apparel 

Sam A. Lerner 
William E. Lerner 
Lerner Shops 

l~omen I 8 Appare 1 
&, 

Raymond E. Lee 
Forty- Seven Eleven Ltd. 

Drugs & Cosmetics 

11, 000 

17,500 

7,500 

50 ,500 

) ,500 

Regular 

18,100 60 , 000 

11, 000 11 , 000 

20,000 
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BIG GIFTS - LOS hliGELES, CAAIFOlUIIA 

::!lGH nA.R ~ 
Regular S5]' 

?!f 11, 000 
oz, 

Joseph C. Liulllall 10 , 000 1 , 000 
Ben R. Meyer-Deceased 1957 
Union Ba.clc & Trus t Ce.. . 

SO- 48 , 600 Joe Lowe 10,100 
M. S. Jerry Levy 
Harold W. ?rice 
Louis Price 
Sidney Somer 
Joe Lo\.,e Corp. 
Los Angeles & NYC 

Grocery 

48- 20,000 Alfred tushing 
Sidney Lushing 
Joseph D. Schulman 
Midland Properties 

12 . 500 

& 
L. M. Halper 
Herbert M. Zandmer 
Halper Construction Corp. 

& 
llarry S . Robbin 
1. E. Robbin 
SRIn Robbin 
Robbin & Robb~ Amusement 

'Bnterprise 
Venice, Cal if. 

Bernard N. Maltz 
Liquor 

7,500 

5 , 000 

1,500 

10, 000 

R~-'!Ular 

10,250 25, 

10, 000 1,000 

10 , 000 10,000 
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• BIG GIFTS - LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 

lli2 
Regular 55? 

HIGI! YEAR 

48-182,100 Yoland D. J.larkson 
Markson lIros . 

25 , 000 50 , 000 

Dept . Store 
& 

Robert Markson 
Markson Bros . 
3oStOD t Ma ss . 

Jewelry 

48- 55 , 000 Tom ~ 
~ Co . 

,"lomen I 8 Apparel 

55- 10, 000 Adol ph Miller 
Benjamin Miller 
Nathan foiiller 
Robert Miller 
Jack Good 
Union Packing Co . 
Vernon, Calif . 

53- 1), 000 Mr •• Anna Miller 
Elia s Miller 
George Miller-Deceased 
Paul Mille r 
M.enlo Realty Co . 

42 , 500 

4 , 000 

SO- 8 5 , 000 Edward D. ¥.itchell 31, 200 
Joseph U. Mitchell 
Oscar Pattiz 
Beneficial Standard Life 

Insurance Co . 

Barney B. Morr i s 
Edward X. Zuckerman 
Theodore E. Zuckeroan 
Grandview 3uilding Co . 

& 
Sepulveda Park .\pta . 

12,000 

1 , 000 

25 , 450 

) , 000 

Regular 
)), 750 

42 ,500 

4 , 000 

26,100 

12, 000 

N.~IONAL CONTAIliER CORP . SEE ADDElID1III 

1 , 000 

27,000 

4, 500 
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~IG GIFTS - LOS AlIGELES , 

HIGH YEAR 

Il8- 26 , 000 Jay Paley 
20th Century-Fox 

Samu&l Penaick 
Ben Bl ue 
AI. bert F. Gordon 
Pensick & Gordon 

No tiOnB & Toye 

- 7-

R~gulflr 

10 , 000 

10, 600 

48- 20 , 000 Robert Hosenson 
Theodore Roeenson 
Kay le Dept . Store 

10 . 000 

Il8- 21, 516 

Sanford B. Schulhofer 10 , 600 
Philip S. Els8ndrath 
Hi llcrest Propert i es , Inc. 
Beverly Hills , Calif. 

Real Estate 

Joseph D. Shane 10 ,000 
Attorney 

Mrs . Meyer Simon 18, 287 
P."or ton Simon 
California Sea Poods Corp. 

lli2 

CMlFORNIA 

l2.5Z 
S5F J\~gulp..r ERF 

2,000 10 ,000 5, 000 

2, 900 17.000 

3,000 8, 000 

2. 200 10, 600 2 , 000 

5 , 000 10 , 000 10 , 000 

250 1. 500 500 



• 

• 

• 

BIG Gl<"'rS - LOS A!JGBLES. CA!, IFORNIA 

llIGH YEA.!! ~ 
R~gular SSF 

49- 25 rOOO Leo Spitz - Deceased - ),000 
1956 . 

Universal Pictures Co •• Inc. 
universel City. Calif . 

4B- 93.557 Jule. C. Stein 
Lew Wasserman 
MUSic Corp . of America 

30. 000 

sz... 41,000 Charles H. Strub- 26, 000 
(NO~) 

LOB Angeles Turf Club 
& 

Santa Anita Park 
Arcadia. Calif. 

50- 72 .500 Mark Taper 
Biltmore Homes , Inc. 
Beverly Hills . Calif. 

49-323 .559 Albert W. Warner(Major) 

11. 000 

Harry M. Warner 52,500 
Jack L. Warner 
Warner Bros. Studios 
Burbank. Calif . 

10 , 01)0 

2.100 

2? .500 

lliZ 
Regular .m , 

3.000 

30 . 000 

1,000 

)8.500 2).500 
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BIG GIFTS _ LOS Al1GELBS . C,ALlFORNIA 

- 9-

HIGH YEA.R ill§. 
Regular SSP 

Rober t I. Wishnick 
Wit co- Chemical Co. 
New York City 

& 
Joseph J. Tumpeer 
Jul.! us Tumpeer 
Witco Chemi cal Co . 
Chicago , Ill . 

54- 20 , 000 Willard Woodrov 

45 . 000 

Ibnald Metz- Deceased 1956 
Ira H. Oberndorfer 
Aldan Construction Co . 
Bellflower, Calif. 

49- 26.500 Benjamin Zukor 
Zukort s Dress Shop 

15. 000 

25 , 000 

1957 
Regular ERF 

~ 

3. 850 3.150 

15. 000 10. 000 
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HIGH YEAR 

48-219,900 
S(, 

NOTE: 

Harry Ginsberg 
.... Samuel Ki pni s 

··Jerry L. Kipnis 
Long Island City 
New York City 

& 
••• Fredric R. NBun 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

IIATIONAL CONTAINER CORP. 

150,000 F 150,000 F 
50 , OOO-SPEC. FlJIID 

Includes 

14,000 F 14;000 F 
5,OOo-SPID. FUlm 

(George J. Schne ider) 

·-Samuel !:lpni s formerly of Jacksonville, Fla. N01" resides in Miami, Fla • 
•• -Jerry L. Kipnis of JaCksonville, Fla. 

July. 1957 

l2,22 

150, 000 F 
50,OOo-EBF 

Includes 

··. -Fredric R. ~~nn--Seaboard Cpntoiner Corp. & National Container merged in 1955 • 
• ··.-Uational Container Corp. now owned by the Libby-Owen Glass Co • 

... ·.-Personal ERF pledge of Samuel Kipnis 

11 • ••• ••••••••••••.• 0 •••• lrlJU.1 P •• ••. ••••••.••••••••••• PERSOlTAL 
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maH YEAlt 

Oakland, Cal! f . 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Jacksonvi lle, Fla. 

Miami, Fla. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Chicago, Ill. 

• 
llATIOllAL CONTAINER CORP, 

- 2 -

2, 000 F 2,000 F 
(George J. Sohne1der) 

1,000 F 1, 000 F 

16,000 F 1 6,000 F 
StOOo-SPEC. FOHD "··*20,OOO-ERJ' 

Pledge of Samuel K i~ni8 

10 ,000 F 10, 000 F 2O,OOO-ERF 

2, 000 F 

5,000 F 

2,000 F 
200-SPEC , FUND 

5,000 F 

• 



, • 
HIOE YEAR 

Uewark., IT. J . 

Bredfore., P!l. r 

Philadel phia, Pa . 

Uew York City 

• 
lTATIONAL COlITAIJIER CORP' 

- J -

6, 000 F 

25,000 F 

60,000 F 
f 15,000 F

Specia l Gift 

6, 000 F 
5. OOo-SPEC . FUIID 

500 F 

25, OOU F 
10. 000-SPEC . l'UND 

60,000 F 
25 . OOo-SPEC. mID 

• • 
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OAXLAliD, CALIJ' , 

e A, 

• 

!ll!l TOTAL RAISED 

1957 Regular $ 275,882 (Incomplete)· 
lIlll:r 90,509 (Incomplete). 

1955 Regular 271,789 
SSl' 23 , 528 

1955 263,995 

1954 254,683 

1953 279,060 

1952 299,344 

1951 322,746 

1950 338,700 

1949 383,331 

1948 476,687 

:e, 1957 CAMPAIIllI OFFICERS 

Sam C1ar, Act ilI8 Chairman 
Moaea Leaser, Big Gifts Chairmen 
Joseph Altmen. Oo- C halrman 

C, 1957 WELl',!llE J'UND OFl'ICl<RS 

E%ecutlT8 Director, Rarr7 Sapper 

e -Information all of August 1, 1957 . 

UJA ALLO'lK!lIl! 

110,000 Minimum 
90,509 (Incomplete)* 

110,000 
23,528 

108,000 

107,000 

1.21,000 

120,000 

140,000 

160,000 

200,000 

290 ,000 

UJJ$ 01' 
TOTAL RAISED 

40 

41 

42 

43 

40 

43 

47 

52 

61 



• OAKLAND 

Community Survey - Bie Briefs 

Oakland is the third largest city in Californla. In 1940 its Jewish 
population was 7,500; today it is between 15,000 and 20,000. But estimate 
includes Alameda County, of which Oakland Is the county seat, and the county 
of Contra Costa, related to Oakland much as Long Island Is to New York. 

Charitable work in OaKland 
Israel Relief Society was organized. 
1874, then In 1893 and in 1907. 

dates back to 1876 when the Daughters of 
Synagogues came into existence flrst in 

In 1918 the Jewish Relief Society of Alameda County was organized, 
combining the work of three organizations. In 1922 this society was reincor
porated under the name of the Oakland Jewish Federation and became one of the 
first functional Jewish federations in the United States. In 192; Oakland had 
the distinction of organizing the first federated technique for supporting 
national and foreign organizations, called the United Jewish ~elfare Federation 
of Oakland. A Jewish Community Center was erected in 1924. 

~ DeSpite such a remarkable background in Jewish philanthropy, Oakland 

• 

has become a difficult community for UJA. Two reasons have been attributed to 
this: (1) over- absorption by leadership in local needs to the exclusion of over
seas needs, and (2) campaign organization conducted year after year on same 
methods among same people with none of the added pep and extra drive which novelty 
and new enthusiasm gives . 

Leadership incentives have not been nurtured and developed. As a result, 
smaller contributors whose basiC interests are local needs have an inordinate 
degree of power and influence in the community. Many larger contributors have 
found little incentiVe to participate beyond token increases, which have been too 
eagerly accepted. Overseas partisans have therefore found themselves in the 
minority of the Welfare Fund Board and have been on the defensive instead of on the 
aggressive. 

Practically the entire Jewish population are of middle-income bracket, 
and accordingly there have been no outstanding contributions. Only four have 
exceeded the $10,000 mar k, and most of the Be's are around $5~OOO. 

The key leaders, Sam Shapero, Sam Clar and Irving l-lalnick are not among 
the largest givers . Lewis Milenbach could accomplish a great deal if induced to 
undertake campaign responsibility • 

Sam Shapero was campaign Co-Chairman in 1955 and 1956, and Chairman of 
the Campaign coordinating committee in 1957. In 1956 he was also BG Chairman. He 
is *ka a man who can be called upon at any time for service to the Jewish community. 
He is a prominent realtor, a member of the Jewt'9 Welfare Federation, and a director 



• 

• 

• 
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of the Home for Jewish Aged in Oakland . He was a member of the UJA Study MissIon 
in 1956. With the exception of 1948 when he gave $3,000 his annual gift has 
generally been between $1,250 and $1,500. 

Sam CIar, 1957 President of the Jewish Welfare Fund of Oakland 
and Chairman of the campaign in 1957, is on the fence between the extr emists 
for local funds and those for overseas needs. He is nevertheless a hard worker 
for anything pertalnias to Israel . He is equally active In Israel Bonds a8 
CampaIgn Chairman. He was Co-Chairman wi t h Hr . Shapero of the campaigns In 
1955 and 1956. He Is head of the Sam Clar Machinery Company, manufacturers 
of machinery and tools. His gift. have been between $2,000 and $3 , 000. 

Irving Halntek gave $5,000 in 1957 against $4,500 In 1956. 
Irving is In business with his brother . MOrriS , in running the I. Melnick 
Fruitvale Toggery, women 's specialty shop. 
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.\u&uat 1957 

J3IG Gu-rs _ QAKLcV D. CALF'OIDIIA 

SrRIUG 

Among the ~,OOO Bnd oyer gift! reported were the to110wing; 

BIG!! lEAl! 

51-2, roo 

4&.-3,000 

67 

51-2,500 

57 

49-5,roo 

Irving W. Alkua 
Smt the 8. Mon0Y"""Back 
Smith 

Men '8 Apparel 

Sam Clar 
Used i.tschinery 

Harold Edelstein 

~ 
BaBUlar 551 

2, 250 

2, 000 roo 

1,400 300 

Herman Hertz 2,250 
Paul Hertz 
Hortz Shoa Clinic, Inc. 
San ~ranei8col Calif. 

Shoe Repair 

Jacob Hoorvi tz 2,000 
Motion PictureD 

U~holt Jacoba 
Pacific Pipe Co. 

2,000 

~ 
Regular ERl 

2,250 1.(X)Q 

2 , 400 1,000 

2,250 500 

2,200 200 
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HIGH nA1! 

57 

57 

• 57 

47-12,000 

51-5,000 

• 

BIG GInS - OAJI.A1!D. CALIFORNIA 
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Charles !Cushins 
Kushins Shoe Co. 

Retired 

Max }.(. Learner 
Paul W. Learner 
Learner Co. 

Waste 

J acob Leson 

Mrs .. Fannie loialnlck 
Irving Malnlck 
Morrie Malnlck 
Fruitvale Toggory 

Women 1 s .Apparol 

Louis tHlenbach 
Ben Shane 
Milen ls Jewelers 

l25li 
Reeu18T SSF 

2,000 

2 ,500 

1,000 500 

3, 500 1,000 

3,000 

llL'i! 
Rogular ERF 

2,000 250 

5, 000 5,000 

1,000 2,025 



. .. 

• 
HIGH lEAl! 

57 

57 

• 57 

57 

48-10, 000 

48-5,000 

• 

BIG GInS - OAKLAND . CALIlomlIA 
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~ 
Rggular SSF 

Jiational Container Corp. 

Pacific Pipe Co. 

Sol Scherman 
Construction 

Harry Schuster 

Smith Foundation 

Haro1d 3 . 3m! th 
Jesse Smith 
Money Back Smith Co. 

Men 18 A-"parel 

William Spivock 
Splvock& Spivock 

Construction 
(:Sullders) 

SEE ADIlENDUI! 

2,000 

5, 000 

725 275 

2, 250 

2,250 

2,200 

3,000 

5 ,000 1,143 

2,250 



HIGH YEAR 

48-210,000 

NOTE: 

Harry Ginsberg 
.Samuel Kipni s 

··Jerry L. Kipnis 
Long I s land Ctty 
l!e,., York City 

& 
••• Fredric R. Mann 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

lfATIONAL CONTAINER CORP. 

150,000 F 

Includes 

150,000 F 
50,OOI)-SPEC . FUND 

14,000 F 14~OOI) F 
5,OOo-SFEC. FUND 

(George J. Schneider) 

.-Samuel t ipnis formerly of Jacksonville . Fla. NOli re sides in Mlami , Fla • 
• ·-Je rry L. Kipnis of Jacksonville , Fla • 

July, 1957 

.lli.Z 
150,000 F 
50,OOo-ERI' 

Includes 

I~D"O "7-
S-;oc 0 .eR.r- . 
~J . .1 ... ' "..k...... 

• ·~-Fredric R. ~mnn--Seaboard Cp~talner Corp. & National Container me rged in 1955. 
""".-national Container Corp. now owned by the Libby-Ch.,en Glaaa Co • 

••••• -Personal ERE pl edge of SAmuel Kipni s 

J •••.•......•. . .. . ••.•.• ,FlJU.f P ••• . ..•..••.•....•.. . . • PERSOlTAL 
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UATI OIIAL CONTAl l&m CORP. 
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HIGH YEAR 

Oakland, Calif. 2) 000 'f 2,00(1 F 
(George J, Schneider) 

San F~nnci6co , Calif. 1 , 000 F 1, 000 F 1 000 , 

Jacksonville . Fla. 16 , 000 F 16 ,000 F ItoO D :r . 
S,OO~C. FUlID ·····20 'OOO_ERF - ~ t '0 , , 

Pledge of Samuel Kipnis :r, 04:'0 eli! r-

If /)t'JO :;-

t.liami , Fln. 10,000 F 10, 000 F .aO;QQQ :&Ri' 
S O~~ I!R7'-, 

Atlanta, Ga . 2.,000 F 2, 000 F -1,000 7-
200- SPEC. FUND Seo c!R..~ 

Chicago, Ill • S,OOO F S,OOI) F S;oo 0 7-

• • • 



. . ..,. 

Bx-a dford. Pa . 

Pbiladel phfa , Pat 

New York City 

• 

nATIONAL COllTAUlER CORP. 

- J -

6, 000 F 

25 . 000 j' 

60. 000 F 
f 15 .000 F

Speci al (}ift 

• 

6.000 F 
5 . 00o-SPEC. FUlID 

500 F 

25, 000 F 
10. OOo--SPEC. FUND 

60,000 F 
25.00o-S!'EC. FUND 

Soo -1-

,;,.s- 0 00 'l-
1 0 ,'00 D{! /e.iL 

{..~,OCO-7-

..... S, ""'0 eR:;'" 

• 
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P<ULUll, n1III<!I 
Sgt,.. 18, ltV 

call. _ bth1dul.. 

D1Dan for '" ~ aM Ii"n 

Plac. 

/ 

bU .. W 
" ..... M. 



• 

• 

• 

-
PORTLAND, OREGON 

A. FUlID RAISnID :npllRIElICE 

D1A! TOTAL RAISED UJA ALIO'IMIl!lT 

195? RegulBl' $ 180,000 (Inco,,!,lete) · 
EBl' 35,000 (Inco,,!,l ete ). 25 ,ooo( Inco,,!,l ete). 

1956 Regul.Bl' 228,202 130 , 000 5? 
55]' 11 ,600 11,500 

1955 225 ,000 129,975 58 

1954 263,000 160,000 61 

1953 316 ,O?? 200, 000 63 

1952 315,000 225 ,000 71 

1951 374,708 271 ,000 ?2 

1950 365 , 000 255,000 ?O 

1949 410,000 300 ,000 ?3 

1948 533,471 406,000 ?6 

B. 195? CAMPAIGN OFFICERS 

Juliua 5. ze11 
Harry A. Herzog 

Alfred J. DaTi. ) Chairmen - COMMITTEE -
Harry C. Ameberg) 

Dr , Sanford 'to11i,.. 
Rabbi Julius Model 
:rr a.nk M. Fink 

Arthur Gol demi th ) 

Women's Division Chairman . 
Mr _. L. Lubl 1nger) 
Mrs . G. Schnitzer ) 

C. 195? Wl!lLl'A.1U!: rom> OFFICERS 

AJ'thur .1. Gol~mi th. President 
Mias Celia R. Leaman ) Vice preeldent. 
Jack 't . 01de ) 
]'rank: M. link, secretary 
Alfred J. DaTi.. freaaurer 
Gilbert Schnitzer , J,881atant Treaaurer 

Milton D. Goldsmi th , EXecut ive Director 

·Information as of August 21. 1957 . 

) 
) 
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PQRi'L!!!) , OREOON 

Background Sucma.rz 

Portland, Oregon, a maj or Pacific coast port, 18 the commercial and eb1ppillg center 
for Oregon and Southern Washington. Ita principal industries &re lumber and wood 
products , metals, food, textiles and wearing apparel, paper and allled products. The 
Jewish population is 7 . 500 as aga.inst a general population ot 465.000 . 

Portland's business Ie gradually recuperating from a prolonged lumber strike which was 
8erlo~ enough for the U.S. government to grade Oregon ae a disaster area in 1956. 
and which resulted in lengthy unemployment, and forced retailers to reduce their inven
tories at a 1088 . Thie resulted in redUct10ns in giving to the United Jewish Appeal 
8S the Jewish Vallare Fund which before 1954 rai sed anuually more than $300,000 dipped 
to $225, 000 in 1955. ~he fund raiaing aituation baa been further a.acerbated br 
deaths and defections among the ol der leaders and the fact that their replacements , 
though young and able men, are neither in a position to make large contributions , nor 
oriented sympathetically toward Israel and other overseas needs . 

In tact . due to the unwillingness ot the older leaders and the Inezperience of the 
younger ones. the Weltare Fund i8 being led by a consortium of five former presidents 
iuatead ot one general chaiI1l8ll. They are: Julius S. Zel1 . l"rank M. FiDk t Harry A. 
Bersog, Alfred J . Dav18, Dr. S8.!lf'ord YoUn, Rabbi Julius Hodel and Artlmr A. Goldsm1 th. 
As Will be noted in the bios ot Portland' s leaderahip, four of these five bave not, 
even at this late date , .ade their 1957 contributions . 

It also should be Doted that Portland eampa.1gn productivity 18 hampered by an -isolatiOnist
mentality, even to a greater degree than it. siater city of Seattle , because, unlike 
Seattle, the Jmerican CounCil for JUdaiSM adherants are aore vocal here. 

Portland'. allocations to the United Jewish Appeal from 1948 until 1956 vere 

!EAR TO'l'AL BAISED UJA ALLOCATION 
1948 $533,411 $405 ,000 

1949 410,000 300 , 000 

1950 365 , 000 255,000 

1951 374 , 708 271,000 

1952 315,000 225.000 

1953 316,077 200 , 000 

1954 263 , 000 160,000 

1955 225,000 129,975 

1956 228,202 Rega.l.ar 129, 688 Regular 
11,600 Spec . !'mld 11,600 Spec. Ftmd 

~e 1957 campaign should come nearer to the 1954 tot&ls than the 1956 as Oy July there 
bas been $145 ,500 raised, vith $90,000 in outstanding values . Over $22,000 ha.a been 
raised at this date toward the Emergency Rescue Fund. 
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Members of Portland ' u leadership group and their giving histories follow: 

1. Frank M. Fink 1957 Regular 
ERF 

High Year - 1956 $1 ,250 

Past campaign chairman, member of w:r Board, currently on Campaign Committee . Very 
negative regarding UJA and other "outside" agencies . Fought agains t acceptanoe of 
ERF quota. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -------
2. Ben MedofslQr 1957 

1956 
High Year - 1951 

No Giving Record 
$ 1,000 

20, 000 

Top Israel bond purcba8er in Portland, leader of its 1955 bond drive. A realtor , 
he is an ardent Zionist and a factor in the looal Republican party. He was the biggest 
giver to the local campaign from 1948 to 1951. Reversal of his business fortunes called 
' one of Portland's tragedies .' 

3. Ben Rosenfield 1957 Regular 
EBF 

High Yenr - 1957 

$3 , 000 
2, 000 

Portland' s leading Zionist . i1He is chairman of local branch of Zionist Emergency 
Council. Connected wi th Sealy Mattress Co~. Nowhere near his maximum as a giver . 

4. Sam Zidell 1957 Regular 
EBF 

High Yenr - 1953 

$lO , COO 
5, 000 

15,000 

For year. has made a standing offer to give $25 ,000 on condition that gift i. matched. 
Recently suffered heavy 1088e8 due to lack of insurance coverage . Has failed to honor 
his 1956 pledge of $12, 500 . Received stimulation letter from Alex Miller, chairman, 
UJA National Scrap ~Ietals and Waste Haterinls Division. 

5 . Gilbert Schnitmer 1957 Reglllar 
EBF 

High Year - 1951 

$8, 500 
5 , 000 

13 ,500 

Owns Alaska Junk Company, ons of largest scrap metal companies on west coast . ASSistant 
treasurer and a member of the Board of the Welfare Fund. Xlso recipient of a stimulation 
letter this year from Alex Miller requesting a gift of $25 ,000 whioh community reports 
was "well received" . Potentially the top leader in this community. 
- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Other8 of importance in the community are -

Meier and Frank families, owners of Meier and Frank Department Store . Includes 
Aaron M. Frank, Allen E., Jack L. and Mrs . JuliuG Meier . One of wealthiest families 
in northwest . High year 1947 - $28,500 ; 1956 - $7 ,500 ; No record for 1957. 

Jack 1f . Olde , 1957 - $1,000 Regular , $1 , 000 ERr . 1956 welfare fund prosident . 

Julius Zell , jeweler. Member of the Campaign Committee . High Year - 1954 - $15 ,000 
1956-$5,000 Regular , -0- SSF; No 1957 record. 
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Arthur A. Goldsmi th . 1957 velfare pres ident. Ho Bi g Gift s record. 

Dr. Sanford Wolin. 1956 campaign chairman. Member of five zre.n campaign committee • 
1957 - Xo gift record: 1956-$1,000 

Louis Gevurtz. Former welfare fund president . High Year - 1948-$2,500; 1957-$1,500 
Regular: $1, 000 ERr 

William Schenker . High year - 1957 - $3,000 Regule.r: $3, 000 ERF 

EH:MU 
7/29/57 
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:DIG GInS - POmL";]), 0=_ 
SPliiNG 

Among the $1.000 and over gifts reported were the following: 

HIGH lEAR 

55--2,000 

49-10,000 

47-4,000 

54-2,200 

57 

56 

Harry C. Arnsberg 
Television & Radlo 

SUpply Co. 

J l3.ck N. Barde 
Barde steel Co. 

Anselm Boskowltz 
R eel Estate 

Alfred J. Davis 
Alfred J . Davis Co, 

Insurance 

Levis P. Davis 
Indust ry Wllnown 

Simon M. Director 
Director '7u.rnlture Co • 

ill§. 
l!egular SSi' 

1,600 

2,500 

1,700 

1.000 

1. 000 

July, 1~7 

1,200 800 

2,500 

1,700 Joo 

1,250 250 

1, 000 1,000 

650 
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HIGH Y"...AR 

4&-15. 000 

55-8.500 

57 

57 

47-28.500 

BIG GIFTS - PORTLA:.<D, ORmON 

~ 2 -

122£ 
Regul ar SSF 

Louis Dulien 
DuJ.1en Steel Products. 

tnc. of WaShington 
& 

Dulien steel Products, 
Inc. of California 

Los Angeles , Calif. 

1,000 

Mrs. Arthur M. Eppstein ) , 500 
Insurance 

Frank H. Fink 
frank Fink Co. 

Grocery 

1, 250 

Leonard 1'1 shel 1 t 250 
Fish.1'. Awning & Supply 

Aaron M. Frank 
Allen E. Meier 
J~ck: 1. Neier 
Mrs. Julius Me ier 
Meier & h ank: Co. 

Department Store 

Co . 

7.500 

!2.21 
Regular EF.B' 

) , 500 

1. 250 750 

1.250 625 



'. 

• 

• 
HIGH Y!M.-~ 

4&-2,500 

51-5,000 

• 51-20,000 

50-20,000 

• 57 

BIG GIFTS - POIiTLAllD, ORiX;cr.r 

-)-

Louia Gevurtz 
Gevurtz Furniture Co. 

J . :B . :tn1r: .... 
luggage 

Harry A. Herzog 
Architect 

Beu Medofaky 
Real Estate 

Henry Mittleman 
Hotel & Real Estate 

6aJw.el I . NewhoUse 
Theodore L. ~rel:lhoU8e 

Long I slend Daily Press 
!Tew York City. N •. Y. 

Jack W. Olds 
Accountant 

!2.22. 
Regular 55F 

1,500 

SOO 

1,500 

1, 000 

2,500 

1,000 

lli1 
Regular ERi' 

1,500 1,000 

, 

1,500 

10,000 

1,000 1,000 



• 
RIG!! YEAH 

56 

53-2,000 

56 

• 
53-5.000 

51-13.500 

56 

• 

BIG GIFl'S - PORrLAllD, OREGON 

- ,,-

Sam 01de 
01de Trailer Co., Inc. 

~torr18 H. Bosencrantz 
}.forn 8 H. Rosencrantz 

Insurance Servico Co. 

A. Victor Rosenfeld 
California Bag & Metal. 

:Ben Rosenfeld 
Sealy ).{attreu Co, 

Gilbert Schnitzer 
Leonard Schnitzer 
Manuel Schnitzer 
Alaska Junk Co. 

Harold J. Schnitzer 
Harsh Investment Corp. 

1956 
Regular S5i' 

1, 000 

1,600 

3,500 1,000 
Co. 

3.000 1,000 

8.500 5.000 

1, 000 1,000 

lli1 
Regular ERr 

1,600 150 

3.000 



, 

• 
HIGH !BAR 

57 

57 

• 57 

5J-2. SGO 

57 

57 

• 

BIG GIns ~ PORl'LAl'D, OREGON 

5 -

.lli2 
Ilegular SSi' 

Arthur Sondero 
Lang-Senders & Co. 

Investment 

Alfred Shenker 
l'111liam Shenker 
\'lilUarn &'enker Co. 
St. Johns. Ore. 

& 

1. 250 

3.000 

Dul1en steel Products. Inc. 
of !faGhington 

Portland, Ore . 

Maxwell Unger 7.500 
Oregon Auto Insurance Co. 

D. C. Wax 
Ottice Equipment Hou •• 

Dr. Sanford \f0111n 
Dentist 

Joshua Weine r 
lie lner's Hens lJear 

1.500 

1.000 

1,000 

1, 000 

!ill. 
Regular ERr 

1.500 

3.000 1, 000 

7.500 

1.SGO SGo 

1.000 1, 000 

1,000 
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48-12.500 

5)-15.000 
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• 

BIG GIFI'S - PORTLAlID. OREGO;! 
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lli£ 
Regular SSF 

Julius S. Zell 
Zell Broe. 

Jewelry 

5.000 

Emery ZldeU 10.000 
Sam J. Zldell 
Jack Bosenfeld 
Zldell Machinery & Supply 

Co. 

2.500 

lli1 
Regular ERF 

5.000 2.500 



• 
HIGH YEAR 
56-

Samuel I. Newhouse 
Theodore L. Newhouse 
Long Island n.ny Pres. 
New York City 

St. Louia Globe-Democrate 

Jersey J oumal 
Jersey City, New Jefaey 

Newark Star Ledger 
Ne,.,ark, New Jersey 

Herald Journal 
Syracuse. Ne", York 

Earrlsburg, Penna. 

Portland, Ore. 

• 
SAMUEL I. NEWHOUSE GIFT 

l225 
28,500 
INCLUDES 

10,000 

1,250 

1,000 

5.500 

6,000 

1,500 

1,500 

lli6 
)5,000 
mcLUllES 

10,000 

1,250 

1,000 

5,500 

6,000 

1,500 

1,500 

• Jul),-1957 
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" 'an*e"' .. 12· 19$7 

'-s_ Josr4 L1mehoOll _'be wi'" 
th. <t.l.c.aUon 

_'be with 1 .... " of ,_" IIlYloln 

s.u tlmIIoJ' wi'h ___ '''1' loeA .... 

\ 
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SAl! FRANCISCO, CALIF, 

FUIiD RAISING EXPERIENCE 

YEAR TOTAL RAISED UJA ALLO=~ 

1957 Regular $ 1,342,790 (Incomplete). 
ERl' 506,186 506 ,186 

1956 Regular 1,402,557 690,000 
SSF 202,800 202,800 

1955 1,452,463" 711,000 

1954 1,402,220·· 690 ,000 

1953 1,469.985" 730,000 

1952 1.669.000 .... 814 ,100 

1951 1,732.005·· 910 ,000 

1950 1,806,303·· 1,053,009 

1949 1,714,768 1,129,889 

1948 1 ,845 ,318 1.:U4,OOO 

1957 CAMPAIGN OFFICERS 

Edward Branaten. Jr.) Campa.1gn Cabinet members 
George Edelstein , ) 
peter E. Haas ) 
Karce1 Hirsch ) 
Robert J. Koshland ) 
Sanue1 A. Ladar ) 
A. J . Shra&ge ) 
Robert E. Sinton ) 
Joseph Sl08s, Jr. ) 
Benjamin H. Swig ) 
Mr . Sintor AdTance Gifts Chairman 
Robert U. Levison, Campaign Coordinator 
Mrs . LUCien A. Lehmann, Women' s Division Chairman 

un$. or 
TO~ RAISilD 

49 

49 

49 

50 

49 

53 

58 

66 

71 

C. 1957 IlELFABE FUIIll OFFICERS 

Judge 14 . C. Slo88.Bo,norary president 
Lloyd W. Dlnkelspiel. president 
Walter A. Haas ) Vice preddenta 
Sylvan J . Lisberger ) 
1IenJamin H. Swig ) 

*Information as of July 31, 1957 . 
•• Total raised incl udes bequests and surplus funds . 

Walter D.Hel1er , Treasurer 
Sidney Rudf. Secretary 
Robert E.S1nton,A8at . Treaeurer 

Sanford M. Treguboff. 
Executive Secretary. 
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SAl! FlWlCISCO 
BACKGROmm SlJl9W\Y 

San Francisco has a JeWish population of about 55.000 in & total population exceeding 
900 , 000. Jews bave been in San Francisco since the d.lqs of the 1849 Gold Rush and 
the descendants of these afirst familiesG are well integrated in the total commun1~. 

The leadership of the San FranCisco cOllll:IUIlity represents very largely the old 
established families and old established wealth fram the days of '49. These 
"first familiesu have so Inter.marrled that the leadership itself almost comprises 
one large fami~. 

All elements in the Jewish comrun1 ty cooperate in the amm.al campaign.. Hovever, 
the campaign structure, by a. kind of gent lemen's ~ement in the community, 
reflects separate efforts by the old familles and more recent arrivals. The Jeys 
of Bob Hill set their own pace . have their own meetings and their own workers and 
leaders . It Is this group of leaders that determines campaign policies . They 
evaluate the azmua.l campaign needs as they see them, set goals for themselves , 
and make every effort to meet their self-a~ointed goals. Among the leaders of 
this group are Lloyd D1nkelspiel. Walter Heller, Walter Raas. Daniel and Robert 
Koshland and Marco Hellman. 

Ben Swig is a leader amoD& the llate arrivals" in the Ccmmnm1ty who is closely 
identified with overseas needs. He is a member of the UJA national cabinet . 
However, he usually finds it necess8.r,y to go along ~th the majority of the Welfare 
Fund leadership represented by Lloyd Dinkelspiel. 

Leon Russell 1s the non-Jewish husband of the former Madeline Haas, the niece of 
Walter Baas and Daniel Koshland. Their gift is among the largest in the cCllmItm1ty. 

Until 19S5. San Francisco had a separate Federation ~pportlng loca l services and 
a Welfare Fund for national and overseas causes . The two or&aDizations were 
I!Ierged that year to form the Jevhh Welfare J"ederation of San Francisco and the 
pr evious directors of the Welfare Fund and Federation, Sanford M. Treguboff and 
Hyman Kaplan respectively, continue to serve as co- directors of the new organiza
tion. Mr . Tregtiboff is responsible for cacpaign activities. 

San Francisco has been a stronghold of the Aoerican Council for Judaism although 
there is reason to believe that the local chapter has declined in strength from 
previous years . i'here is also a rather weak ZOA. organization. The leadership 
of the community coces primarily from Temples Emanu~ and Sherith Israel, the two 
Refor.= congregations. 

It is interesting to note that almost all the local membe~hip of the American 
Council for Judaism are affiliated with Emanu-El and a lmost none With Sherlth 
Israel. Temple Ilmanu-El's membership includes the predominant llUl%Iber of llfirst 
families" and families of wealth in the community. Its social character bas remained 
more stable and it bas acquired fewer of the "later arrivalsu to the community 
in its aembership than Sherith Israel. 

It Is anticipated that the 1957 campaign will be concluded as the most successful 
in San Fr.ancisco ' s histor,y • 

Following are brief biographical comments on some of the community leaders: 
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Lloyd W. D[nkelgpiel 
Heller , Ehrman. White & McAuliffe 

- 2 -

1957 Regular 
ERF 

Hi gh Year - 1950 

$15, 000 
15, 000 
30 , 100 

Mr . Dinkelspiel. who is perhaps the most influenti al s ingle Jewish l eader i n San 
Francisco , is an attorney i n addi tion to being a part owner of the Well s Fargo 
Bank & Union Trust CompSllY'_ He i s an extremely ef fective speaker and commands 
high p r esti ge among the uol d fami l1 es tl • He is p resident of the Jewish Wel fare 
Feder ation. 

Walter A. Haas 
Levi-Strauss Company 

1957 Regular 
ERF 

High Year - 1957 

$50 ,000 
25, 000 

}.fr. Haas .... ·as born in San Francisco in 1889 . His mother \1as a member of the Koshland 
f aoily. He is a graduate of the University of California. mar ried. and has two 
sons a nd a dall8ht er. He has been p r esident of Levi-St rause Company, manufacture rs 
of mens apparel, since 1928 . He i s active wi th Nt. Zion Hospital a nd 1s re~rded 
l ocal ly as a good giver. 

Dan! e 1 E. Koshland 
Levi- Strauss Comp~ 

1957 Regular 
ERF 

High Year - 1957 

$40 , 000 
20 , 000 

Mr. Koshl a.nd 1s a part owner of Levi-Strauss Company 'Which ~nuiactures mens 
appar el. He is active in the Aaerican Counci l fo r Judaism and is on the boar d 
of the Union of American Habr e,,! Congregations . He bas been described as a gentle , 
t houghtful per son. 

Abe J . Shro&g8 1957 Regular 
EIlF 

High Year - 1957 

$10, 000 
10, 000 

}{r . Shragge i s a fo~er owner of Federal Outfi tter s , now retired. He is a past 
president of the Home for the Aged and a past campaign chairman. He visited 
Israel about 1949 . He is wel l liked and commands r espect and high prestige i n the 
conmmnity. 

Benjamin H. Swig 
Fairmont Hotel 

1957 llagular 

EIlF 
High Year - 1957 

$85, 000 (incl udes $50, 000 NYC 
w/Jack Wei l er ) 

100 , 000 (incl udes $50 ,000 NYC 
v/J""k Weiler ) 

Mr. Swig is in partnership with Jack Weiler of New York in various real estate 
enterpr ises . He was born in Taunton, Mass . in 1893. He i s married and has two sons 
and a daughter. He has been president of the Fairmont Hotel CompaDY si nce 1945. 
He is a member of the UJA National Campai gn Cabinet and recent~ accepted the 1957 
National Cash Che.ima.nship of the Combined Campaign for American Reform Judaism. 
He is al so active with the I srael Bond Drive and Brandeis Univer sity. Mr s . Swig 
i s s eriously i ll at the present t ime. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

liJ[:MU 

7/23/57 
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NG GIFTS - SA!! FRAllCISCO. CALIFORNIA 

spRING 

Ag;ne the $5.000 and oyer gifts reported were the follOwing: 

HIGH YEAR 

53-6,500 J. 11. Arnon tz 
Industry not known 

48-26,000 lieuton BiSSinger 
Paul Bissinger 
B1 sainger & Co. 

Hides 

~15.000 Joe Blumenfeld 
Blumenfeld Theatres 

50-30,100 Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel 
Heller, Ehrman, White 
& l'ieAul1ffe 

56 

57 

Attorney 

Joseph Eichler 
Eichler Homes 
Palo Alto, Calif. 

Real Estate 

David R. Eleen'bach 
Real Estate 

~ 
Regular SSF 

6,000 

22,500 

13,000 

15, 000 7,500 

15,000 

6,000 

25,000 

13,000 

15 ,000 15,000 

6,000 
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BIG GIFTS _ SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

RIGi'! Y"..AR 

55-5,000 

57 

57 

E. F. Euphra t 
Pacific Can Co. 

Food Broker 

I !arc Glaser 
Gla ser Bros. 

Tobacco & Candy 

Leo Goldstone 
Ever\',eer ~! fg. Co. 

lIen I B Apparel 

Judge Louis E. Goodman 

48-55,500 Walt.r A. Ha •• 
Levi-Strauss Co. 

57 

Men 19 Apparel 

Edward R. Reller 
grs. E. S. Reller 
Schwabacber & Co. 

Finance 

- 2-

~ 
Regular SSF 

7,000 1,200 

5,000 

8,500 

53,749 16,500 

77,000 22,500 

~ 
Reeular ERF 

5,000 

8,500 

50,000 25, 000 

85,000 37,500 
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BJ(l (lIFTS _ SAIl FRAJ!CISCO, CALIFORNIA 

- 3-

HI(lH YEAR 
Regular 

57 ifalter D. Heller 9.000 
Fibreboard Products, Ince 

Paper 

55-10,000 Frederick J. Hellman 
';/el1s Fargo Bank & Union 
Trust Co. 

48-15,000 I. II . He llman JO.OOO 
Wells Fargo Bank & Union 

48-9,000 

57 

56 

Trust Co. 

IIrs . I. W. Hellman, Jr. 
Industry not known 

;-Iarco F. Hellman 
J. Bar th & Co. 

Finance 

Herbert Herbst 
HerI!lan Herbst 
Herbst Bros. 

Hard\>lare 

6,000 

5.000 

SSF 

3,000 

12.500 

~ 
Reeu1ar 

9,000 9,000 

10,000 

25,000 la, 5 
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BIG GIFTS _ SAN FRANCISCO, CMIFO'lJl IA 

- 4-

l!IGH YE.IB l2l& 
ReGIer SSF 

_9,000 Samuel A. Jacobson 
Retired 

50-40 , 030 Dan1.1 E, Koshland 
Levi-Strauss Co . 

ilen 19 Apparel 

48-9,700 Jesse Koshland 
Retired 

56 S. 6 • Langendorf 
Langendorf Un1 ted 

Bakeries, Inc. 

6.000 

40,000 

9,000 

10,000 

_20, 500 Philip N. ldlienthal, Jr . 12,OOO 
Finance 

50-25,000 Louis Lurie 
The Lurie Co . 

Real Estat e 

20, 000 

12 , 000 

5,500 

~ 
Reeular 3RF 

40,000 20,000 

8,000 

12 , 000 8,500 

20,000 
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EIG GIFTS - SAl! FRANCISCO, C4l.lFOlUIIA 

HIGH YEAR 

~22. 000 Grover A. l-iagnln 
I. Eagnin Co . 

51.-7,000 

55-5,125 

53-85,000 

53-7. 000 

Department Store 

Al:fr ecl. F. )'ieyer 
Sutro & Co. 

Finance 

Annapole Ponve 
A. Ponve Co. 

Industry not known 

Leon Russell (Hon-Jew) 
Industry not mown 

j·:i 1 ton E. Salz 
E. Salz & Son, Inc. 

Grai n 

48-16,000 Adolph P. Schuman 
Lilli Ann Corp, 
Women's Apparel 

- 5-

~ 
Regular SSF 

7,500 

6,508 

75,000 25,000 

6,000 2,500 

ll!li7. 
Rf!&Ular ERE 

3,500 

75,000 37,500 

6,000 
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BIG GIFTS _ SAl' F!!JJ/CISCO. CIJ,IFO!WlA 

HIGH YEAR 

48-34.100 Albert E. Schwabacher 
James Schwabacher 
Schwabacher---Frey Co. 

Paper & Printing 

50-20,000 A. J, Shragge 
Finance 

55 

57 

57 

57 

Harry L. Simon 
lfe tal 

Edgar A. Sin ton 
Attorney 

Robert E. Sinton 
J. :Barth & Co. 

Finan=o 

Judge i-iax C. Sl088 

-6-

15,000 

10,000 3,600 

5,000 

6, 000 

5,000 1,500 

7,460 

~ 
Reg'lllar ERr 

15,000 

10,000 10,000 

6,000 

5,000 5,000 

7,500 
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lIIG GIFTS - 5.Il! FlWICISQO, CALIl"01!l!IA 

HIGH YW 

57 Jesse Steinhart 
Attorney 

5]",,110,600 lIenjamin H, Swig 
Fairmon t Hotel 

57 

55-7,500 

& 
Jack D. Wei ler 
J. D. Weiler Co. 

Real Estate 

P".arry L. Wollenberg 
Paper 

Harold L.. Zellerbach 
Zellerbach Peper Co. 

- 7 -

.l2M 
Regular SSF 

8,000 

85,000 50,000 

5,000 

6,500 

56 iIr a. I sadore Zellerbach 25,000 
Industry not known 

53-17,500 James D. Zellerbach 
Cro~Zellerbach Corp. 

Paper 

15,000 

8,000 

85,000 100,000 

5,000 

6,500 

15,000 
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July, 1957 

LURIA BROS, & CO, INC, 

!lAIN OFFICE IS IN pmLAllELPI!IA,. PEIIIU.. 

Additional offices are in the following gities. and Trade & IndustrY reQordp show the follo\'11ng breakdowns by communities 
and in41 vi duals 

AU PERSQ]!1.AL GIFTS OF I!lDlUWAl15 ARE HOT IlfCLUDED !II THE TOTAL GIFT. 

JIT PH YF.A.R 

51-116,578 

Herbert Iru.ria 
William J. Luria 
Joel Cl uete r 
Luria Bros. & Co . Inc. 
Philadelphia, Penna 

Herbert Luria, III 
Luria Dros . & Co., Inc. 
Birmingham, Ala. 

HOTE: 

f

f

f-

50,000-
IIICLUDES 
1),000 F 

1 ,350 P-

1.500 P-

2 , 100 -

lIar.er t 

ilill1am 

50 ,000-
IWmm;S 

1,350 p-

I- 1,500 P-

I- 2,100-
Joel Claster Fdn. 

200- SPEC. FUlTD 
, (Herbert) 

200-SPF£ . FtnTD, 
(ilill1am) 

400-SPEC . FUND 
(Claeter Fdn.) 

mCLUDES 

P ....... ......... .. PERSONAL F .................. FIRM 

• 

'\ 



• 

Stanley 1-1 . Cleater 
Luria Bros . & Co . Inc . 
San Francisco , Calif 

Luria Broe . & Co. Inc. 
Pueblo, Colo. 

Herbert J. Biel 
Le\,11 s Jay "1 Ulner 
Luria Bros . & Co . Inc. 
Chi C'l!!,o , Ill. 

Morrl z D. Kafker 
Luria ~ros . & Co. Inc. 
Boston, Mass . 

Gordon D. Skinner (NOl1-JE\'J) 
Luria Dros. & Co. Inc. 
Detroit , }.fich. 

Jack L. Gordon 
Robert C. Gordon 
Luria Bros . & Co . Inc. 
St . Louis, }'Io. 

• 
WRIA DROS. & co. me. 

- 2 -

250 F 

• 
"( 

250 F 

1. 000 F 

250 P 500 P 



• 

Mervin R. Luria 
Luria Bros. & Co. Inc. 
Buffalo, H. Yo 

Luria Bros . & Co. Inc. 
Ne\1 Yorl~ City 

J aale Lovand 
Luria BroB . & Co. Inc. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Luria Bros. & Co. Inc. 
Lebanan, Penna. 

Luria Bros. & Co. Inc. 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 

• 
LURIA BROS . & CO. I ilC , 

- J -

f 2.000 P 
4.500 F 

f 2,000 P 
5.000 F 

600-SPEC. FUND 
(Levand) 

500-5nc, FUND 
(Firm) 

13.000 F 

• 
" 

13,000 F 
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Luria Bros. & Co. Inc. 
:Readill8 . Penna. 

Luria Bros . & Co. Inc. 
Houston, Texas 

• 
LURIA BROS & CO. mc. 

- 4 -

.!225 

2, 000 F 

• 
" 
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HIGH YEAR 

48-210,000 

NOTE: 

Harry Gineberg 
*Samuel Kipnis 

.·Jerry L. Kipnis 
Long Island City 
New York 01 ty 

eo 
- •• Fredric R. Mann 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Loa Angeles, Calif. 

NATIONAL CONTAINER CORP. 

150,000 F 

Includes 

150,000 F 
50,OOo-SPEC, FUND 

14,000 F 14;000 F 
5,OO<>-SNXJ. FUND 

(George J . Schneider) 

--Samuel l:Ipnis formerl y of Jacksonville, Fl a . Now resides in M1ami, Fla . 
• ·-Jerry L .. Kipnis of Jacksonville, Fla. 

July, 1957 

~ 

150,000 F 
50, OOO-ERF 

Includes 

··.-Fredric R. ~~nn--Seaboard Cpntalner Corp. & National Container merged in 1955 • 
• "·- Uational Container Corp. now O\'lIled by the t.lbby-Owen Glasa Co . 

•• ... ··-Personal ERF pledge of SDmuel Kipnis 

I ...... .... .. .. . . . . ..... .. rlmi P . . . ... ..... ...... ...... PERSOJlAL 

• 
• 
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HIGH YEAll 

Oakland, Calif. 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Jacksonville. Fla. 

Miami, Fla . 

Atlanta , Ga . 

Chica.go, 111. 

• 
IU.T!ONAL COllTA!W&l CORP. 

- 2 -

2 .000 F 2,000 F 
(George J. Schneider) 

1,000 F 1,000 F 

16,000 F 16, 000 F 
S,OOo-SPEC. FUND ·····20,OOO-ERF 

Pledge of Samuel Kipnis 

10, 000 F 10, 000 F ZO.OOO-ERF 

2 ,000 F 2,000 F 
200-5PEO . FUND 

5,000 F 5,000 F 

• 
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HIGH YEAR 

newark, IT. J. 

Bradford, Pn. 

Philadelphia, Fa . 

New York City 

• 
nATIONAL COllTAllITJ\ CORP. 

- J -

6 , 000 F 

25 , 000 F 

60 , 000 F 
f 15,000 E

Special Gift 

6 ,000 F 
5 , OOQ-SPEC. FUlID 

500 F 

25 , 000 F 
10 , OOO-SPEC. FUND 

60 ,000 F 
25 , OOO-SPEC . FtllID 

• 





• 

• 

_tn.I, IlASHDIG'IIlII 

s.p ...... r 19 , 1957 

DIIlnU' fer ... 11 ,roup of top 1.Mer. 

Ccx.ualt,. . wld.. ",Ul\& 1ft the ... nlna 
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SEATILE , WASHINGTON 

A. FUND RAISING EXPER I ENCE 

YEAR TOTAL RAISED UJA ALLOTMENT 

1957 Regu l ar $226, 000 ( Inco:nplete)* 
ERF 70 , 332 (Incomp J.e te)* 70 , 332 (Incomplete) * 

1956 Regular 268 , 000 160 , 000 
SSF 37, 945 37 , 945 

1955 283, 105 165,000 

1954 282, 000 100 , 000 

1953 310 , 867 190,000 

1952 352,845 215 , 000 

1951 356, 764 244, 000 

1950 412 , 000 260 , 000 

1949 458,149 330 , ClCXJ 

1948 651,798 465 , 000 

B. 1957 CAMPAIGN OFFICERS 

Nathan feinberg , Campaign Cha irman 
Mrs . Harry S . BraY-TI, \','omen ' s Division Chairman 

C. 1957 ~':ELFARE FUND OFFI CERS 

Harold I . Pol l , Pres i dent 
Herbert Bridge ) 
Stanley D. Go lub ) Vi ce Pres i dents 
Dr . Charles S. Fine , Fi nancia l Secretary 
Herman Ke i sler, Treasurer 

Samuel G. Ho lcenberg, Executive Director 

* Informa ti on as of Augus t 21 , 1957 

UJA % OF 
TOTAL RAISEO 

58 

64 

61 

61 

68 

63 

72 

71 
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SEAT1'LE; lIASRiliGIl'Oli 
BACIGROUND SUMMARY 

Seattle, Washin&ton is a port cU;y and is located on the Paget Sound. ebout 190 
miles north of Portland. Oregon. Of a total population of 725 . 000, about 
a re Jews . Its principle industries are shipping, logging, lumber. and the nann
factoring of food products , aircraft and metal s . It Is the country ' s normal 
ng.ateva~ to Alaska. It also has the distinction of being the farthermost Jewish 
community in the United States . 

The cemtral Jevieh community organization Is called the Federated JeWish Fund and 
Council . Harold I . Poll is president of the Fund and CounCil, and Samuel C. 
Holcenberg. the executive director. 

Seattle's top campaign year was in 1948 when. it raised $651.798 and allocated 
$462 . 500 to the Un! ted Jewish Appeal. Although c8l!lPa1gn totals have dwindled 
progressively since then, Seattle has al~s reta i ned its formula of allotlng 
60% of its tund to the United Jewish Appeal . as follows : 

Year Total Baised J!.r.! 
1949 $458, 149 $:328 ,700 

1950 412 . 000 260 , 000 

1951 )65 , 764- 244 .000 

1952 352, 8/;5 215, 000 

1953 310,867 180,000 

1954 282 , 000 ISO . 000 

1955 283 ,105 165, 000 

1956 267,730 160,000 Regalar - $)8, 662 Spec. Fund 

To date (July 24 , 1957) Seattle , against a goal of $660, 000 (including $330 , 000 
ERF quota) has raised $200 , 000 in its regular campai gn and $69 . 800 towar d it s 
ERF quota. At this writing there r emains about $90 . 000 in outstanding values to 
be solic! ted. 

In 1954. Seattle participated in the UJA loan program to the extent of $JOO,OOO. 
In 1956 it renegotiated a new loanbr $400 , 000. 

Seattle, in common with Portland, has to combat an isolationist mentality in all 
its efforts to raise funds for Israel and other overseas causes. This stems from 
the fact that it is a farthermost Jewish community and the "this is our home" 
attitude of the old line settlers for whom the l ate Rabbi Koch of Temple de Hirsch 
(Reform) was the philosophic spokesman. While that group is in the minority. 
its philosophy still bas an i.mpa.ct on the community. However. local needs being 
small , the overseaa agencies form the na~l Core of its fund rais i ng appeal. 
About the only serious i~pediment t o overseas needs Will be the drive to raise 
one mi l lion dollars for 2. new building for Temple de Hirsch - when and if that 
campaign should materiallae. 
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ano ther prob lem is r aised by the dichotomy which still per sists between t he 
Ashkenazim and the Sephardim in the community_ The Ashkenazim tend to regard 
their Sephardic brethren as per sons lower on the social scale - fishmongers, 
florists, cobblers, etc., although one of the latter - the Alhadeff f amily - is 
one of the l arger contributors ($10, 000 in 1948 - $8 . 000 in 1957) . With the 
rapid social and economic mobility being enjoyed by the mecbers of the JeWish 
community, this problem should diminish. if not disappear, in time . 

Among the leading figures in the Seattle Jewish community are : 

1. Sol Esfield 1957 Regular 
ERF 

High Year - 1957 
Previous High Year -

$6 , 000 
6 , 000 

$10,200 

Esfield, a staunch Zionist , served as co- chairman of the 1956 campaign, and has 
always been a staunch supporter of the United Jewish Appeal. One of the most 
influentia l leaders in t he community, he has been a consistent and good fund
r aiser. He is in the finance business (American Discount Corporation). 

2. Kerry I. Poll 1957 Regular 
EllF 

High Year - 1957 

$4 , 000 
4 . 000 

President of the Seattle Fund and Council; 1956 campaign chairman. A vigorous 
campai gner and a strong adherent of t he Uni ted Jewish Appeal • 

3 . Max Block 1957 Regular 
EllF 

High Year - 1948 

. 5,000 
4,000 

10,000 

Hr . Block is one of the most influential men in the state of Washington. Operated 
a chain of shoe stores until he sol d them to the Schiff inter ests (A. S. Beck). 
and is now associated with them. Despite poor health, he is ver,y active on behalf 
of UJA for the f irst time in yea rs . Served as co- chairman, 1957 UJA Cash Campaign. 
Potentially a ~lO,OOO to $15.000 giver. 

4 . Leo and Richard Weisfield 1957 Regular 
ERF 

High Year - 1949 

.5, 000 
2.500 

20.000 

Leo is a nat ionally knovn figure in the jewelry industry, baving served several 
terms as president of the Retail Jewelers Credi t Associat ion. He could be of 
tremendous help to UJA in that industry, if he were so inclined. However. he is 
too big for any one in the Jewelry industry - even men like Arae Bulova and Col . 
Henschel to pr essure . The same situation applies for the leadersbip of the 
Seattle community. 

5. Norman Davis 1957 
1956 Regular 

Spec . Fund 
1952 

No Record 
$10, 000 
6, 500 
15,000 

(2nd high year) 
(1st high year) 

Davis. who operates the Heidelberg Brewing Company. gives a portion of his gift 
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(Worman Davis- conttd) 
to Tacoma, too . Sea t tle's largest giver. he bas r e s i s t ed pres sures and ignored 
requests . so f a r, to announce bis 1957 gif t . He is a member of the Budget Committee 
of the Fund and Council. 0nJ..y outside source that might be influential with him 
is his cousin and business partner , Michael Glass of Cl eveland. 

6 . Irving hches 1957 Regular 
ERr 

High Year - 1957 

$6. 000 
1 . 500 

Ie co- chairman for UJA, State of Washington. Gift is second highest one in 
Seattle . Special interest in Seat tle 18 Jewish Child Care Qnd Faai~ Service 
agency. a. b eneficia ry of the Federated Fund and Council . Should be giving a 
minimum of ~lO.OOO as he is oue of Seattle1s leading realtors . 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
7 . Ba.r17 Levis 

My"er Lurie 
1957 
1956 
High Year - 1955 
High Year - 1955 

No record 
110 gift 
$7 .500 (Lewis) 
$5 . 000 (Lnrie) 

In 1954, via Jack Weiler of New York, Messrs. LeWis and Lurie made a gift in the 
form of property worth $20 , 000 , which was recorded as a joint gift for 1954. 
Later, Messrs. Levis and Lurie inSi sted they informed the Fund that the $20,000 
represented a $5 , 000 gift for each of them covering the yEars 1954 and 1955 . Lewis 
who is a member of the board of the Federated Fund and Counci l is reported to be 
pro- Israel and UJA. Seat tle sources also report that Levis is listed a8 the president 
of the Venezue~American Oil Company which owns a $20. 000 , 000 concession to drill 
for oil in Venezuela. Both men are in the construction business , and are known 
to J ack Weiler. 

8 . Baro1d Barde 1957 
High years -

$7. 500 
1951 and 1957 

- ,- -

Barde, who hadn1t contributed to the loc&l. fund since 1951. vas ftmiracu1ously" 
activated by Jonah Ettinger, a member of the Jewish !gency, into giving $5,000 
to the Special Survival Fund, and also to aBSlllDe the chairmanship of the SSF driT8 
in Seat tle last year . Mrs. Barde is a member of the Stern fa.m1.ly of Chicago and 
San :francisco and reputedly a close friend of the Rosenvald famlq. Barde 1& in 
the steel business . 
- - -- - -- - --- ------- -- --- - --

1957 Regular 
ERr 

High Year - 1952 

$).750 
) . 750 
9, 000 

Is in the liquor distributing business . Former campaign chairman, an excellent 
tund raiser, and potentially one of the most influential men in the community. 

10. Nathan Feinberg 1957 Regn1ar 
ERr 

High Year - 1957 

$2 .500 
2. 500 

President of the Buffalo Sanitary Wipers COm:paz:l1' . a large firm employiD& 90 . 
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-" -
(Nathan Feinberg-cont 1d) 
engaged in the processing of old and new cot t en and woolen r ags f or indus t rial 
purposes . A young man of limit ed community organization experience, he is vell 
liked and tabbed for fUture l eadership. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Bl!:MU 
7/25/57 
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July. 1957 

BIG GIFTS - SEATTLE. WASHI)lI"roN 

SPRING 

Among the $2.000 and over gifts reported were the fOllowing: 

HIGH YEAR 

48-10.000 Char1 •• Albedo!f 
Isaac Alhadeff 
Jack Alhadeff 
Whiz Fish Co. 

57- Irving Anche 9 

Mrs. NathAn Anches 
Reyna Anches 
Abe Scher 

Real Eatate 

50-10.000 Herold Borde 
Barde Steel Co. 

~,ooo Ivan Beet 
Bes t' s Appar e1 

Women 's Apparel 

49-10,000 Max H. Block 
retired 

~ 
Regular ~ 

4,000 4.000 4.000 4.000 

6 .000 6 .000 1.200 

5. 000 

2 ,000 

4 ,000 1.000 4 ,000 5.000 
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BIG GIFTS _ S!:ATTLE, WASHINO'IOll 

BIGR YEAR ~ 
Remler SSF 

50-1,2.50 John Danz 
Sterling Theatres 

1.000 

52-15,000 Norman Davis 12 ,500 

48-15,000 

Heidelberg »revery Co. 

Louis DuHon 1,800 
Dullen Steel Products 

Ine. of Washington 
& 

Dullen Steel Products 
tnc. of California 

48-5.000 Nathan Feinberg 
Buffalo Junk Co. 

2,000 

Bags & Rags 

49-3.300 Sldn~ Gerber 2,000 
Ski Equ! pment 

2,000 

4.000 

500 

soo 

ill2 
Regular ~ 

1,000 2,000 

2,.500 2,500 

2,000 500 
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Inc G!]'TS - SUTTLE, WASqn!()'l'01! 

-3-

HIGH YEAR ~ 
Regular SSP 

48-8,000 Zarle GIant 
Jules GIant 
Sam Glant 
Pacific Iron & Metal 

48-5 , 800 He"", L, Ifo tid n. 
~ Luggage Co. 

55-7,500 lIarI')' Levi. 
Le..,i. Construction Co . 

2,500 

2,000 

55-.5,000 t-telvln Lurie J,OOO 
Myer Lurie 
Lurie Construction Co. 

Construction 

54-2,4)0 Abe S. nelson 
Sidney Nelson 
Max Efron 
Max Stue Ber 
Motor Car \-!recking 

2,125 

SOO 

2,000 

so 

l2.5Z. 
Regular ~ 

2,500 1.S00 

1.500 100 
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BIG GIFTS _ SEATTLE, WASHlNG"'01" 

HIGH YEAR ill§. 
Regular SSF 

57- Abe Parker 2,000 
Joe Parker 
Rebecca Parker 
:RorthYeat Motal Products Co. 

53-5,500 Abe POll 
HarOld 1. Poll 
Prager! 8 

Menle Appare1 

52-2 ,5CO Max Rind 
Hl1~ukee Sausage Co. 

4,000 

2 . 000 

49-3,000 Max Schoenfeld 2,500 
Theodore Schoenfeld 
Schoenfeld Peckweer Co. 

Neckties 

49-9,200 Alfred SlrY-Oan 3,250 
Alaska DistrIbutors Co. 

Liquor 

1,01')0 

2,500 

2,000 

4,000 4 , 000 
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BIG GIFTS _ SEATTLE. WASHINr.'1'O!T 

-5-

!lIGR YEAH 

49-10.200 ldvard F. stern 6.000 
Leopold M. Stern 
Sol 3afeld 
American Discount Corp. 

Finance 

49-20.000 Leo Weisfield 
Richard W.i.field 
We1sfield '8 

Jewelry 

5.000 

1.500 

~ 
Regular ~ 

6.000 ~.ooo 

5.000 1.500 
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II. GENERAL MEMORANDUM ON UJA GOOD WILL MISSION 

A. Scope of Mission 

This is the second Cood Will Tour sponsored by the UJA. It includes 

one~day visits by 30 national leaders to the following communities; 

Albany, NoY. 
Allentown, Pa, 
Atlanta, Ca. 
Atlantic City, N. J. 
BaltImore, Md . 
Bangor, Me . 
Binmingham, Ala. 
Boston, Hass. 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
Buffalo, N .'i~ 
Camden, N.J. 
Canton, Ohio 
Chic,go, Ill. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Cl eveland, Ohi 0 
Columbus, Ohio 
Dallas, Texas 
Dayton, Ohio 
Des Motnes, I owa 
Detrol t, Nich. 
Duluth, Minn. 
Elizabeth, N.J. 
E1 Paso, Texas 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Hartford, Conn. 
Houston, Texas 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Kanses City, Mo. 
Lewi s ton, Me. 
Los Angeles, Ca lif. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Lynn, Mass. 
,..emphis, Tenn. 
Miami, Fla • 

Milwaukee, Wise . 
MinneapoliS, Minn. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Newark, N.J . 
New Haven, Conn. 
New Orleans~ La. 
Norfolk, Va. 
Oakland, Cali f. 
Qnaha, Nebr. 
PassaiC, N.J. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
PhoeniX, Ariz. 
Pitcsburgh , Pa. 
forcland, Me. 
PorCland , Ore • 
Rici'wpond, Va. 
Sc. Paul, Hinn. 
San hnConio, Texas 
San Diego, Calif. 
San FranCiSCO, Calif. 
Scrancon, Pa. 
SeaCCle, Wash. 
Souch Bend, Ind. 
Springfield, Mass . 
Stamford, Con.,"l. 
Syracuse, N.Y. 
Trenton, N.J . 
Tucson, Ariz . 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Utica, N.Y. 
\.Jashingcon, D. C. 
Wacerbury, Conn. 
Wilkes Barre, Pa. 

2. 
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Last year 18 leaders visited 24 communities and the experiences of 

these men on their respective missions encouraged the UJA to expand the 

program thi s yeex . 

B. Principle Objectives of Missign 

The m18s1o~ has a two-fold objective: ons, to interpret to the 

leadership of the communities the problems with which the UJA 1s concerned 

and two I to make t hem feel that they ere partners in the gree.t humanitarian 

work in which the UJA Is engaged. If the communities visited are left with 

t he feeling that t he UJA Is not Bome organization detached from them, and 

located in Hew York City, but the crea ture end 8erv~~t of the American 
• 

Jewish community to h~lp collectively their fellow Jevs 1n need, the mission 

will have served its purpose . 

c. SUbordi nate Qb1ectiyes of the Mission 

1. Get community leaders to think in terms of next year's campaign. 

Pose the f oreseaable problems and challenges which t he U3A muet meet during 

the reet of t he yeer. and during 1958; stress what Israel, the Jewish 

Agency, and the J DC f ace in Israel. Egypt. North Africa and in Eastern and 

Western Europe . The most basic and urgent needs are summarized in the latter 

part of this memorandum (pp9 .. il) . Remember too , that the JDC and the 

UJA-Jewish ~ency are psrts of the sema coin which encomp8.8ses the total 

Jewish nr oblem overseas. Because there exist deep reservoira of good- will 

and loyalty to JDC among the leadership in the communi ties you .... ill be 

Visiting , be sure to t ake advantage of this by stressing the JDC aspects of 

the program 8S well. 

2. Strengthen local ties . Utilize the "socializing' opportunities 

offered by the small, intimate type of meet ings you will be addressing to 

renew the friendships of local leaders, make ne .... friends, and recharge UJA 

loyalties on an individual basis. Particular emphasis should be placed on 

3. 



• strengthening personal contacts between top level UJA and local leadership . 

3. Look out for new leadership. Being taken into the confidence of 

the community as a visiting national UJA leader will give you . among other 

things, the oppor tunity to ass~ the quality and calibre of the rising new 

leader ship there, By asking questions, "poking" around . etc •• you Day be 

~ able to spot a rising layman. promising . e~ugh to be worth the effort to 

bring him into t he ~i0rlflt .. ,U/A·: ~.bl t. tie would like to have the names of 

such prospects . 

4. Round un the "Stravsn • In every community you visit you will come 

in contact ~th an important individual. once prominent in UJA. but who has 

l ost interest because of soce real or im~ned grievance. Whatever the 

reason for this grievance - a feeling of beine slight ed , an honest difference 

• of opinion and so forth - such a man represents a tangible loss to the UJA • 

\1herever such a situation exists . it should be reported back to headquarters 

for follow-up. \1berever possible, and where it is within the power of the 

visiting UJA leader to do so. an on the spot effort should be made to bring 

him back into the fold . 

5. Look out for likely candidates for future study miss ions . To be 

most effective, a Stu~v Mission to Israel and Europe should be broadly 

representative of the local community. The average . philanthropic-minded 

individual has his place in the UJA scheme of things as much as the person 

of national leadership stature . The stimulating experience of going abroad 

as a member of a UJA Study Mission always serves to enhance the value of 

such a person to the UJA on the local level • 

• 
4. 
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6. Inform the cOJJmuI!.itles that as a PARl'NER. the UJA stands rem to 
serve each cOmmunityls campaign. to the ytmost of its ability , with every 
kind of fuM-raising aid Qr tool. and ,11th a multitude of services . These 
lnclnda: 

SPEAKERS. both outstanding Jewish laJ leaders , noted authors 

and lecturers , a& well Aa representatives from foreign Jewish 

communltlea, and prominent Israelis - gov~rnment officers, 

Jewish Agency officials , Embassy ~ Consular officers and 

others who may be visiting this country or ~tatloned here . 

lllTE:e:PRm'IVE l.{A~'OI.ALS in the form. of brochures , pamphl ets. 

nsv.letters , 8pecl~ reports and pub!lcatlons , original photo-

graphs and other fund- raJalng and educational material. 

MASS COMMUlHCATIO!TS such as national radio and television 

broadcasts and kinescopes and recordings designed for local - - -
USB, 8pot annou~ementsl m~tlon pictures, display advertise-

ments for local use, and publicity kits . 

MlD RAISIl& AlID PUBLIC Rb"'LATIOl1S teehnical and consultative 

assistance. 

COOPERATION In STIMULATING BIG GIFTS b7 all national UJA l ead-

ers who have local buSiness, social and other con~acts. 

SPECIAL SERVICES AlII) MATERIALS for community executives, rab-

biB, community eenter program direetors and other a to help in 

developing educational programs based on the normal year-round. 

activities and plans of the eommunity. 

TRIPS ABROAD - Travel and i tinerary arrangement~ for local 

l~aders and friends who "/ish to g~ abroad to study needs in 

Europe and Israel . either individually or as members of UJA 

5. 
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D. &,ggestiona for Presentation 

1. Be prepared for difficult gl1estions. S1 tuations are bound to 

arise a t a small meeting \-,hich almost never occur at a large fund-raising 

meeti~ or a mass meet1ng. Inevitably complaints will be~aired. These, 

of course. !hould be handled with the greatest tact at your command. 

D!fficul t questions w!ll be ~sked fo r \'lhich only special research can 

8'u:pply answers. In such si ~ations the utmost of goC?d will 1s _ achieved 

b;y replyi~ frankly that you don't know the answer but that you will fitd 

out and supply the information at the earliest possible moment. 

2. Always bear in mind that the object of the mission is not to ra!se 

funds but to share information and to _ take . common counsel with the communi-

ty leade~ship . The appeal for continued support of the UJA by the communi-

ties Should be implicit in tho presentations and not expressed in so 

many words. 

3. Many and varied functions are planned for each of the visits, in-

cluding ~essions with F~deration Boards, Big Gift~ givers, Women's Divi7 

sion groups, rabbis. yount? leader s ~nd large community meetings. Obvious-

1y. the presentations Should be adjusted according to the t.ype of audience. 

E. Special i tems to be men tioned • 
1. Annual meeting. to be held at the \faldorf Astoria. New York, en .. 

December 1), 14 and 15 . Inform the people that this meeting will inaugu-

rate the 1958 campa!gn and that a~ that meeting the decision will be made 

whether a Special Fund vill be Imlnched. ~Stress the fact that it is the 
responsibility of the leaders of the communities to·attend this meeting, 
for the spirit .generated by this meeting ,.,ill be cr"cial in the 1958 ~ 
paign. _ _ 

2. The Stl1d.V Mission: From October 20th to Uovember 1, 1957, about 
80 community leaders ",111 participate in a Study Uission of UJA related 
problems - in Europe and Israel. This 1s ~he fourth of such missions. 
The communities should be advised that the persons ~articita ting in these 
missions render a real service to the cause of the UJA. They learn the 
problems at first hand and become the be st ambassadors for the UJA. 
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3. The Miami Conference, to be held in M1am1, March 2, 1958. This is the 

annual Blg Gifts conference which bas traditionally set the pace for the 

countI7'. measure of giving. Two things are essential with respect to this 

meeting' (1) that the comcunitlse have their Big Gifts meetings prior to that 

date and be ready to &Illlounce the results of these meetlD&8 at this conference, 

&nd. (2) that a large attendance is essential to prepare the national climate 

for a successful campaign, 

4. The 1958 Ca!h Cop.:fercce in Jeru.ag.lem. This 18 a spectacular event 

planned in connection with Iarael l , 10th Anniversary and the UJ.AI 8 20th succes.

sive enm1al campaign. Tentative plana call for a J-daT conference in Jerusalem 

atarting J\1lle 2Jrd.,and, additionally, optional guided tours or surveys of 

various lengths rang1n8 from 5 to 10 days. The conference will be addressed 

by I arael ' , lea.d.1ng personalities, and a velJ..-b&lanced program of activities 

and featiTitieB refleet1.D.g varioUs facets of Israeli B life will be made available 

to the UJA delegate80 

The Conference is intended to accomplish a number of purposest provide 

a great stimulant to the 1958 UJA campaign, underscore the role of the UJ-'. in 

the 10 year history of the State of Israel and give UJ.! contributors a real 

sense of participation of that growth. familiarize a SUbstantial number of UJ.! 

contributors with Israel and its problema , and provide the occ8s10n to boner 

the people who had made e1gn1ficant contributlona to the success of the OJ.! 

during the 20 year period of its life. 

There is 8 great sense of excitement in Israel over the prospect of 

being host to thia conference. 

It is imperative that we have the largest possible attendance. Ho~ 

ever, inasmuch as only about 1000 people can be accomodat ad in and aroUDd 

Jerusalem, the making of early reservations is essential. The communities will 

soon receive full details on this conferencec 7. 
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F. Note on Special Fund 

There is alwaY's the possibility that a community leader mq ask a 

member of Good Will Mission whether the UJA anticipates conducting 8 Special 

Fund campaign in 1958. It mq be said that while the 1957 campaign promi ••• 

to be a success, there are urgent needs which the proceeds of this campaign 

have far from met. The refugee. contihue to pile up in Israel and the housing 

problem becomes more aeute from ~ to day. One thing we cannot afford is 

to return to the aabarot era. In any event. no decision on'Special Fund for 

1958 haa be.n reached. 0nlJ0' the Annual Meet11l& (scheduled for December 1)...15. 

1957) can declcU!. this question, baaed, in part o on the report of the October 

Stud¥ Mission. 

G. Reports - It 1& envisioned that the Good Will Mission will become an 

anmJs' institution of the UJ~ In this connection, it might be advisable to 

explore the community reaction to the Mission and to encoura&e the local 1eade%'

ship to think in terms of an on-going educational program on the part of the 

UJAo In 8Jl3' event, if the UJA 18 to profit by the experiences of the Mission 

participants, it is eBsential that it has the evaluation of the Mission by 

each person who participates. Consequently, each participant i8 urged to pr~ 

pare a critique of the Mission. on the baaia of his experiences, 8S aoon &s he 

has returned from his trip. Suue.tiona for the improvement of the project 

w11l be most welcome. 

8. 



• 

• 

• 

H. The Immediate and Pressing Needs 

1. Immi~retlon 

Durine th4 current year, eo of June 30th, 50,200 Jewish ref~ees were 

resettled in Israel and 12 , 120 in other lanns. It now appears that the 

original estimates mecle at the end of last year, on which the 1957 campaign 

was predicated , were corroct. B.r the end of the year 1957 more than 100,000 

Jewish refugees from Egypt, Poland, Run~ry. North Africa and other lands will 

h~ve been brou~ht to their destination with the help of UJA funds. ftBrought 

to their destination n includes processing them in countries of origin, 

furnishing them with transportation, providing for them on-routo, and giving 

them initial help at the uoint of destination. 

2. Absorotlon 

But the responsibilities of the tTJA-financed agencies towards the 

refugee do not end with bringing him to the country of ultimate destination -

princinally, Israel, ~here more than 90~ of the Jewish refugees are settled. 

In fact, that is where tbe real and the difficult responsibilities begin: 

the resnonsibilities of integrating the uprooted individual and the members 

of bis family into the life of the country. This involves a myriad of ear-

vices: furnisbln~ the newcomer with a home: n88i8tln~ him to find employment; 

~lvln~ many of the newcomers vocational trainin~; helping thousands acquire 

a knowled~ of Hebrew sO that they may nursue their professions; providing 

8choolin~ for their children; carin~ for the sick, the aged, and the 

nhYsically handicanned; and nrovidin~ tho newcomers with the necessities of 

life until they achieve economic i ndenendence . The most crucial problem 

related to the absorotion of the newcomers is the housin~ problem. This 

nroblem is first, one of finnin~ the meeDS to build the necessary housing 

(which are far from a~eqU8te) and second, a desperate race against time. 

Unless t his problem is solved the return to the er.a of the ~y maabarot is 
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If Israel did not bave its 8te~erlng security problem. a problem wbiQb 

drains its ~~ical resources 8S well a8 a major part of its best manpower, 

the problem of the absorption of the reW'comers would be les8 acute. However, 

desalts the spectacular victory achieved by Israel in the Sinai campaign - a 

victory whiCh has g iven the people of Israel temporary respite - Israel 

remains surrounded by a constella tion of Arab couttriss which rre.y fight among 

themselves but which are united in t heir common objective, to destroy Israel. 

The recent shlument of free arms t~ Syria and Egypt by Russia (including the 

most modern wea~On8. Mig-I?l e , submarines and torpedo boats) presents a 

seri ous threa t to ISTael. Consequently, while the Isr.aelis are taxing 

themselves to the very limit a nd a re tightening their own belts, a subs t antial 

~8 rt of their contributions must ~ into the defense budget of the beleaguered 

country. The ~ overnment of Israel makes a large contribution to the absorp-

tion of the newcomers. HOwever, it is comoelled to l ook to the UJA for the 

main sources of the funns required for this purpose. 

1. ReUer 

DurinR campaign time we become so absorbed with the emergency p r oblems 

presented by the new flood of refugees that we sometimes lose eight of the 

on-~in~ relief en~ rehabilitation programs of the UJA-financed agencies; the 

~ieantic relief work done by the JDC in 24 countries and especially in 

lTorth Africa; the P4alben ~rocam of the .roc 1n Israel, f rom which no lese 

than 10, 000 peonle benefit; the cul t ural reconstruction of the Jewish 

communities of Western Europe; t be global vocational program of the ORT, 

which receives a l ares nart of its budget from the JDC: the integration job 

Cl one by J.TVA""A i n the United StateG; anC! , l ast and, by no means least , the 

8taggerin~ burden borne by t he Jevish ~ency in caring for t he p re-195? imm:1-

~ant8. All i n a ll, more than 500, 000 people benefit from these on-eoing 

p r oe;rams , \fi thout 
sitUAtion. 

which most of the beneficiaries would be in a hopeless 

10. 
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The o~goll"~ proerams of tbe UJA-financed agencies a r e not as dramatic 

a8 t he rescue of Jews fleeing from persecution, tyranny, and insecurity - and 

for that r ea80n do not occupy the newe upotl i ght - but, from the standpoint of 

Indivi~l human beings, aTe every inch 8S imoortant. 

11. 
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III. UJA AT A GLANCE 

A. Status of 1957 Campaign 

1. The 1957 Regular Campaign 

1100 campaigns throughout the United States encompassing 5000 com. 

munities raise a total of approximately $110,000,000 on behalf of the UJA. 

local and national causes. The Spring phase of the campa ign, during 

which more than 90 percent of the funds are raised, is now in the wind-up 

stage. We already have suffici ent information from the communiti es 

throughout the country so that a reasonably Dccurate estima te can be made 

about the worth of the 1957 campaign. As of July 31, 1957, approximately 

$87,000,000 had been pledged, with approximately 50 percent of the com-

munities reporting final finures. t Il these reports indicate tha t the 

regular 1957 cmnpaign should bring to the UJA approximately the same 

amount as it did in 1956, ~men allotments to the UJA smcunted to $56,000,000. 

2. Bmergency Rescue Fund Campa i gn 

The pledges to the Emergency Rescue Fund at thi s date amount to 

$26,000,000. It can be anticipQted, based upon the reports from the com· 

munitles, that the Emergency Rescue FUnd will bring in a Llotments to the 

UJA a total of $30 ,000,000, which fi s ure compares with $17,000,000 pledged 

by the communities to the Speci a l Survival Fund o f 1956. 

3. Consolida ted Cash Report f or 1956-1957 

Regular Campaign 

SpeCial Survival 
Fund 

Emer gency Rescue 
Fund 

Jan. I·Dec. 31 
1956 

$60,036,000 

10,557,000 

$70,593,000 

Jan. I-July 31 
1~56 

$32,623,000 

7,895,000 

$40 ,510,000 

Jan. I-Jul y 31 
1957 

$35,942,000 

3,914,000 

6,263,000 

$46,119.000 
12. 
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B. Lmmigration 

1. Dmmigration to June 30, 1957 

During the f i r s t helf of 1957, 62,324 Jewish refugees were rese ttled. 

Of thi s number, 50 ,200 were settl ed in I sr ael and the remainder of 12,124 

found homes in the United States, Canada, Australia and South America. 

2. Outlook for the balance of the year 

In view of t he curren t rate of imm i gra tion and a ll the known f ac t ors 

which r ela te to the fl ow of the refugees f r om their countries of ori gin, it 

i s estimated tha t during the second half of 1957 an additional 40,000 Jewi sh 

ref ugees will be resettled. Of this number, it Is expec t ed that about 

35,000 wil l go to I srael and the r emainder t o all other countries. 

Thus, it is a certai nty that during the current year over 100,000 

Jewish refugees will be permanent l y resettled. 

3. Out look for 1958 

~ Two maj or factors have in recent years determined the dimensions of 

• 

a UJA campcign, namely, ( 1) the on~going prosr ams of the UJA·financed agencies , 

and (2) t he size of the r efugee probl~. 

At this juncture, it is imposs ible to predict accura t ely the number of 

Jewi sh refugees who wi ll become the responsibility of the UJA in 1958. The 

number will , as a lways, be determined by the course of even t s in the months 

ahead. In this connection, it should be reca lled that the vast majority 

of the new refugees, whose flight had a direct bearing on the dimensions 

of the 1957 UJh campaign, are people who became r efugees only s ince 

October , 1956. 

Among the unknowns are: 

1. vlliether Poland will pe~it t he pr esent flow of Jews out of Poland 

t o continue and whether t l.e authorized exodus will i nclude t he r epatri a tes 

fran RUSSia who now number 6,COO and who nre expected t o reach 9 , 000 during 

1958. 13. 



• 2. ~~ether Morocco viiI permit the unrestricted movement of Moroccan 

Jews who want to go to Israel. 

3. Whether the possibility for emigration will exist for the 6,000 Jews 

remaining In Syria who are now In a state of great tension. 

4. ~ether the economic pressure on the 60,000 Jews in Turkey will reach 

the pOint where many will feel they will have no alternative but to leave. 

5. Whether Hungary will permit the Jews to leave in greater numbers than 

are now able to leave. 

6. vlhether Rumania will expand the present program of emigration under 

which Rumania permits Rumanian Jews to join members of their families already 

settled in Israel, to permit general migration to Israel. 

7. Whether the Soviet Union will permit any migration of Jews from Russia 

to Israel. On August 11th Ben Gurion, in a major public address said: "The 

• Jewish problem in Russia becomes more and more troublesome, even from the 

point of view of the Russians. It is not impossible that ultimately, and 

perhaps even in the near few years, they may arrive at the only real solution 

of the opening of the gates for the immi gration of Jews to Israel." 

On the basis of information available at the present time, it would 

appea r that during 1958 the flow of refugees will continue at about the same 

level as in 1957. 
/ 

The burden of the UJA in financing the on-going programs of it~can-

stituent agenCies will certainly not diminish during the forthcoming year. It 

should be borne in mind that the funds raised by the UJA to provide for the 

needs of the surviVing victims of NaZism, for the impoverished Jews of North 

Africa, and for the pre-l957 immi grants to Israel and elsewhere have been 

• substantial but have, indeed, never been r~nlly adequate to accomplish the 

objectives of the constituent agenCies. 
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IV. DETAn.ED BACKGROUND f'lATERIAL 

A. Aims and Objectives of the United Jewish Appeal 

The United Jewish Appea l (UJA) is an American philanthropic organization 

which raises funds to aid needy and oppressed Jews throughout the world. 

Receiving its funds from local Welfare Federations or Funds, whose annual 

campaigns it helps to actIvate and promote in many ways (by setting national 

and local goals, creating a national climate which make the local communities 

receptive to appeals, providing speakers and literature, and by holdIng 

national meetings and confer Ences, etc . ) the UJA accomplishes its mIssion 

through four social service organizations : the Jewish Agency for Palestine 

(for which the United Israel Appeal serves as the transmittal agency of UJfo 

funds), the American Joins Distribution Committee , the New York Association 

for New Americans , and the United Hias Service . Br ief r esumes of the work 

of each of these constituent ortanizations follow: 

1. The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

The Jewish Agency f or Palestine (JAFP) is an international philanthropic 

body which prOVides immigration help to Israel-bound Jewish refugees, supplies 

the transportation for those who are wi thout means,and assists them in their 

integration into the Israe l economy (houSins, job placement, vocational 

trainIng and many forms of social services). The principal source of revenue 

of the Jewish ".gency is the UJA. However, in addition, it receives funds 

from Keren Hayesod and Youth Aliyah campai gns in other countries. 

2. American Joint Distribution Committee 

The American Joint Distribution Committee (JOC) an American philanthropic 

organization, f ounded in 1917, and world renowned for its work, provides 

relief and social services to Jews in 24 countries requiring help; assists 

in the cultural reconstruction of Jewish c~nmunities which fell prey to the 
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Nazi regime; conducts an emergency relief program for the benefit of the 

Jewish r efugees from Hu ngary and Egypt; provides a large part of the 

global budget of the ORT's vocational training program; and conducts a 

welfare prosram for needy, aged, chronically i ll and handicapped immi grants 

in Israel, known as Malben. 

3. New York Association for New Americans 

The New York Association for New Americans (NYANA) an American philan

thropic agency, assists Jewish newcomers who make their homes in the New York 

metropolitan are3 with their problems o f inte&ration into t he life of the 

area. Its s ervice s include vocational gUidance, counseling and financial 

assistance to destitute f ami lies, help in acquiring occupational skills, 

job placement, and a rehabilitation program for the benefit of the aged a nd 

handicapped. The rea son for the inclusion of the NYANA as a constituent 

agency of the UJ'~ is that New York is the processi ng center for mos t of the 

Jewish r efugees who come to the Uni ted States and that the program of NYANA 

is, essentially, a part of the immigration program of the UJA. 

4 . United lHas Service 

The United Hias ~rvice concerns itself with immigration of Jews who wish 

to settle in countries other than Israel . It r eceives its budget for its 

no~l immi gration program from local Welfare Federations and Funds and from 

the UNited Jewish Appeal of Greater New York. It s hares in the proceeds of 

the National Emergency Rescue Fund to the extent of its outlays in handling 

the emergency i mmi gracion pr ogram in behalf of the Jewi sh refugees from Hungary 

and Egypt who immigrate to countries other than Israel. 
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• 13. The Story of the Un! ted Je,.,ish Aposel 

(Two Decades of Dedicated Service) 

The year 1958 will see Israel celebrate t he lOth anniversary of its state

hood. It ,.,.i11 also see the UJA enter its 20th yeE-r of continuous existence a s 

one of the most remarkable - end p robably the greatest of ,·,holly volU!ltary hu

manitarian efforts in human history. 

There is a distinct r el ationship bett'leen these t ,·/o events. Israel's 

greatest achievement and the grea test source of its strength is its absorption 

of almost 900,000 immigrants during the first decade of its life. It is cert

ain t hat Israel could not have accomplished this without the massive aid of 

America n Je,'1TY g iven through t he UJA. 

The story of the WA is the story of tens of thousands of oeD a nd ,'romen 

of incoClpar able devotion who have g iven t heir time, energy and enthusia sm in 

• immeasurable quantity to serve a s the leaders and key '-lorkers of the yearly 

WA. It is the story of 2. million, or t HO million persons t"ho year in and year 

out, have c iven on a per cayita scale never equalled by any other ~resent-day 

American voluntary ef f ort, and in nineteen years have contributed more than 

$1,000. 000. 000. Fi nally, it is the story of 2,250.000 Jetfish lives saved or 

aided in the nearly t wo decades . 

The Time of Tregedy 

The UJA \'las born out of the itmledie.te need to grapple with the problems 

created by uitler's persecution of Germany's J eHs and by the spread of anti

semitic terror throughout Europe . :But the IDAls '-!ork did not end t-!ith the li

quidation of t he problems arising out of tbe Hitler era. Thro~ the ye~rs it 

has adjusted itself to every emergency which has f scad the Jews throughout the 

• ,-!orld. 

By t he end of 1938 t he Je\1S of Germany and Austria, Here in full flight, 
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trying desperately to save their lives. The word nrefugee". applied to 

these J e\'18 on the move suddenly a cquired a %le,., and cruel meaning and beceme 

the key to an entire era of Jewish concern and activity. 

Prior to the formation of the United Jewish Appeal, two attempts were 

made to unify the efforts of Americen Jewry in behAlf of Jel's living overse E' S 

who were in need. The first lias in 1930 when a combined c8lllpaign ,.,a9 con-

ducted under the name of The Allied Jewish Appeal in which the American 

Joint Distribution Committee and the Americpn Palestine campaign were part-

ners. This combined effort , \1hich raised $2.558.200 . gave way to independent 

campaigns for oversees needs from 1931 through 1933. In 1934 a United Je'1-

ish Appeal . t he predecessor of the present UJA ,.'8S organized. It conducted 

campaigns in 1934 and 1935 in behalf of the Joint Distribution Committee end 

the United Palestine Appeal r e ising $2 .180, 000 and $1 ,928 .000 respectively , 

during these years. Again the united effort at fundraisi~ for overseas 
, 

needs was displ aced by independent cempeigna from 1936 through 1938. 

In 1938 . uhen the c~.racter of the tragedy envelopiIl€ Euro!lean Jewry 

was already Imown, t he agencies uhich conducted the independent cp.mpaigns 

r e ised an eggregRte of $7.300, 000. .At the end of 1938 the W.A '''8S re-

activa ted as the result of discussions among the leaders of the three agen-

cies concerned with the Je~iah r ofugee problem: the United Palestine A~eal 

(now United Israel A!lpeal ): the Joint Distribution Committee and the Uationd 

Coordinating Committee for Aid to Refugees. CHote : the Pational Coordin.e.t-

iog Committee fo r Aid to Refugees subsequently became the National Refugee 

Service ~hich, in turn. eventually split u:9 into the Uni ted Service for Nett 

.Americ~m8 end the Uet" York Association for ilew Americans. and in 1954 the 

United Service for new Americans e.nd t he hUS merged to become the United 

Hi a s Service) . These lefi!.ders felt that the independent c2lllpeigns were 

wasteful and t hto t only e united effort on the pprt of the American Jeury 
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could awaken it to a Bense of urgency and responsibility in deeling with the 

threat to European J ewry posed by Hitler. Their estimate of the s i tuation of 

American Jewry ' s potential for r ising to the emergency was corr ent. The 1939 

campai gn of the reectiva ted UJA succeeded in r a i sing $15, 000,000 for ~~rld-

t-ride Jewish needs , double the emount ",Moh had been raisea. in the i ndependent 

campaigns during the previous year. 

IDA's constituent egencies ''1orked feverishly. but were 'Working in enemy 

terri tory i n the de.r k . a s it ,.,ere . They saved whom they coul d , ,.,hen they could, 

in allY ' -lay they could . l~o one can Bey hOlf many tens of thousands of lives \1ere 

saved by WAls agencies. Throughout the war, for example , the JDe, \'lith per-

mission of the Un! ted States i"lp.r Refugee Board. \'18.S able to s end funds into 

occupied 2urope, facilitating the escape of thousands and keeping thousands 

more hidden, but ~live , ~nth the hel~ of underground g roup s . 

The UJA \1aS able to bring mc~ thousands of newcomers to Palestine, in 

spite of British restrictions on i l!lI!ligretion. In 1944 more than 20 , 000 Jel'ls 

succe eded in reaching Pelestine. 

In the Uni t ed State s . the liational Refugee Service founded in 1939 to 

succeed the National Coordinating Committee, devoted the greater yar t of its 

efforts to in~egreting into ;~ericen life those r efugees who had arr ived before 

the "1ar began. 

The Afteme th 

iHth the end of the ,",ar in Europe. on I-fey 8. 1945 . end the defeat of Hitler, 

came the a ssessment of the stegcering los~es susta ined by Jewry: 6.000. 000 deed; 

tens of t housands o f J ews homeless; Jet-fish communities overrun by Hitler, in 

ruins j e nd t he e.r ea t cultural centers of Jewish life in Central and Eastern 

Europe irretrievpbly destroyed. At once t he Amer ican Je\"ish col!I!llUni.ty rep,cted. 

e in order b hel p t he survivors of the most dreadful holocpust in Jel1ish history. 

In December. 1945. at the Atlantic City 11ationel Conference of t he UJA, 
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the t.hen unprecedented goel of $100.000,000 ' 188 set for the 1946 IDA cempaign, 

pS aga inst the $35,000,000 raised in 1945. The size of the quota and the 

fact that the cempeign ultimately exceeded this goal by $1,000 ,000 sho\:red 

that the Amerlcen Jewish community had fully rec~ized the enormous need~ 

p~ wae prepared to meet its obligations in the r elief of human 8uffering. 

The follot-ring year, 1947. more then $117, 000, 000 \1as raised, a result 

spurred by the desperate need to provide for the Je,"rish DPs ,.,hose numbers had 

at-felled to more than 250,000 follo''Iing the mass migration of Je'''8 from Pol e.nd, 

IIungary and Rwnania after the ::ielce pogrom 1n Poland (July 4, 1946). The 

JDC e.nd the Jewish Agency "rere t he principf'l org!'lnizations which served the 

Jal-dah D?s , providiD& them with the necessities of 11fe, Ind!spensf!b1e social 

services and immigration help. 

1948 - The Grtes of Freedom Open 

On l·tp.y 14, 1948, a little more then three years after the collapse of 

Hi tler, Israel oeme into being. i'ho Uc$h the intent state wps at once ylUDged 

into a war of survival , it began icmediately to function as 8 haven for the 

survivors of European Je\1rY. 

:Recognizing the opportunity t o empty the DP c~mps . crea ted by the es

t ablishment of the Sta te of Isreel. Amer ica 's Jews in 1948 responded trith 

the record. aUlD of $~48.000.000 for the UJA campaign. 

The first shipload of DP immigrants to arrive in Israel after its birth 

8S a nation, landed in June, 194e . There were 660 Jews on that ship. From 

May t 'hrough December 31, 1948, some 101,600 immigrants oeme in. In December 

alone nearly 24. 000 DPs entered Isreel -- more in a single month than the 

mandatory po\.,er had permitted to enter in the entire yeer of 1947. 

As a result of Ar ab bitterness over losing the war, t he situation be

came nerilou& for the 850. 000 Jews residing in Moslem cOWltries in North 

Africa and the l·f1ddle Ea st. The need and desi re to emigrate to Israel be-
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ce.me epparent to these J e\f8 and it w~s the constituent agencies of the UJA 

thet turned this ,-, ish into a reality. In 1948-49, practically the entire 

Jewish population of Yemen - 50,000 strong - was airlifted 1,600 miles to 

Israel from the tip of the Arabian ~ninsula . "Operation f.i2gi c Carpet," as 

the deliverance of the Yemenite Jews oeme to be called, ':las spectacular. 

But for sheer numbers, a aucceediD& a irlift. IIOperation..izra and. Nehemiah" 

outdid it. Some 110, 000 Jews from Iraq - once ancient Babylonia - came to 

I s rael in 1949-50 , by t ins airlif t . Of the nearly 900,000 Jews \100 have been 

brought to Isreel with UJA help since t he establishment of t he State (more 

t han 1,000,000 since 1939) about half of them have been J e'is of Orient?l lp,nds. 

IsrEal's Battle for Economic Survival 

The UJA end its constituent egencies have played a major role not only 

in bringing t he immigrants to the Jet-nah Stete, but in helping t hem to be ab

sorbed t here. By 1952 , UJA '-lOS cp~ling upon American Je\1S and communities to 

help "Turn the Gr ed Homecoming into the Greet Homeoeking." 

The 480 ne't settlements for t he ne,"comers which heve been established in 

Israel since s t a tehood, the vast expansion of cul tivated l and by nearly 

800, 000 ecres in the same period, along with food expansi on and that of in

dustrial crops, the fact that the greatest pRrt of Israelis immigrant popu

l a tion has been affor ded adequate housing, the facts, too, t hat special edu

cati onal opportunities have been afforded immigrant Jet-dah children \rhose 

parents have limited means, and that sick, handicepped and aged immigrants 

without resources have benefited from special ins titutions and ~2re - all of 

these e.re in '-thole I or in part . the result of aid that Americen J e1:TS provided 

through the W I- . 

About 852 of the Y'eerly overseas nhllp.nthronic funds of the Je\1iah 

Agency. for the r eception and absorntion of immigrants ace derived from the UJA. 

Additionally, UJA funds make possible the JDCl s Malben progrem in Israel - a 
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remarkable aDd much l auded program of assistance to melt."'" t han 10,000 eged, 

chronically ill end handicapped i coigranta annually ' '100 would otherwise be en 

enormous burden upon Israel. 

UJA On fI, Global Scale 

vThile the gr eatest eo~sis in IDA oper ations since 1948 bee been on r e

settlement and absorption in Israel, OJA l a agencies have continued conducting 

Tast global relief and resettlement operations as vell . 

Hundreds of thouspnds of J 8\18 11 ving in Europe and in the Mosl em coun

tries have had to be helped to r epair their shattered lives, to survive 8S 

communities end as individuels in the f pce of post-war economic hardship, 

poverty. dlsepse and hostil ity. During t his period. t~~ JDC h2s been carry

ing out a program of relief, medical aid , job-training and r ehebilitation in 

24 countries throughout the wor l d , including countr ies in Wrstern Europe , 

170rth Afr ica, Australia, the ilepr Eest. the Fpr East and South Ameriee. 

(Israel . Austria . Bel gium. France, Germany, Gr eece. Italy. ~Tor1:lBY . Portuge.l. 

5pe in, S\leden, Swi tzerlend. Yugoslavie, Algeria. Iren, Horocco, Tunisia, 

Austrelia . Br ezil , Chine . Dominicen Republic , Ra iti. Philippines end Uruguay) . 

Other programs r pnge from equipping and running full - scale TB hospitals 

and clinics to cainta ln1ng o~nages. trade schools. clinics, food kitchens 

end reha-bill te,Uon centers for the handicapped. 

At the s rune time UJA agencies h2ve '-Iorked in the United States helping 

to integrde some 65. 000 J euish immi grants in the United Sta tes. meking aVRU

able to them indiepensible social services and preventi ng them fram becoming 

burdens on the community as a ,-,hole . The United Service for 11e'f Americans 

(US!!/!. ). end. l a t er the Ue,-' York Associa tion for Hew Americans (NYAllA). and 

finelly t he United Hi es Service. a beneficiary of UJA ' s Emer gency Rescue Fun~ • 

have all contributed to the a.bsorption of the De'-ICOmers in the United Sta tes. 
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The ~~-Fold Campaign of 1956 

TwO cODCurrent emergencies in Jewish life in 1956 made 1t imperative for 

the UJA to cp11 upon Americen Je~~ for an extraordinary re8~Onse. 

One part of the duel emergency arose from the economic distress and 

physical danger "hich ."rept over the ancient Jewieh communities of North 

Africa - especially Morocco - due to the upsurge of s. violent Mo slem nation-

8l1st movement. Thousands of Jews fled from the isol~ ted villeges to the 

comparative security of the large cities. The JDC , which already was pro-

viditl8 ",elfue, medical end educatione.l services for thousands of needy North 

African Jews, found its needs rapidly outpacing its budget. Thousands of 

despairing Uorth Afric£n Je\"18 p1ee.ded for a cb2nce to build a netV' life in 

IsraeL 

The second facet of the doullle eme%,er.ey ddvel oped in Isr~el. \'Ihile 

Israelis people expressed their determinat:on to keep their gates open to the 

endan&ered North Africe.n Jet1S, t heir meager resources t1ere being used in a 

desperate attempt to counter the new threat from hostile Egypt, \,/hich '-las 

receiving massive amounts of modern armaments from the Soviet bloc. Israel's 

people did not have the means to yay t he costs of absorbing a new mass immi-

gra.tlon at this Juncture. 

These \rere t he developments the.t impelled the W'A to conduct a two-

pro!)€ed cempaign. 1n 1956. It cf' lled on American Jewry to raiBe a Specie! 

Survival Fund, over and above the proceeds of the regular nationwide UJA 

campaign, to take over financial responsibility for t he resettling and ab-

sorption in Ierael of North African Jews. With major support coming through 

the IDA 5necial Survival Fund, lsre.el's people ,.,ere able to give haven to 

.n /•oO 

some Jtez,omr nel-TeOmers during 1956. 

IDA And The Current Refugee Crisis 

At the end of 1956 a series of political upheavals in the Iron Curtain 

countries (Hungary and Poland). and Nasserls policy, fully implemented after 
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the Sinai campaign, end calculated to liquidate the EQptiaD J swish COIIlm\1%lo-

1ti88, produced a new wave of refugees whiCh rivals the refugee movement 

which developed immedia tel7 follo\.,ing the 8stabl1ebment of the State of Israel. 

To meet ' the nev emergency, American Jewish leaders, meeting at the 

National Annual UJA Conference last December in New York City, approved a 

cell for an additional $100.000,000 EmergenC7 Rescue Fund to he r aised over 

and above the 1957 W'A ~tar)" needs of $105.000,000 for already existing 

operations on a global scale for more than bplf e million Jews. 

The Emergency Rescue i\md '188 intended to provide emergency transport 

and initial absorption in Iereel and e19~~here of about 100,000 refugees 

streaming out of Hungary, Poland, Egypt and from Borth Africa. 

The vast majority of t he lO~.OOO Jewish refugees will Come to Israel -

an Israel beset bY'm8.Jl3" urgent economic aDd political probleos, but an Israel 

living up to its commitment in it a Declaration of Independence. its orgpnic 

law, to "be open to the immigration of Jews from all countries of their 

dispersion. " 

IDA ill 1958 

The scope of 1958 UJA campaign will depend l argely upon the character 

and intensity of Jevlsh refugee problems in the coming yeer. which, in turn. 

vill degend upon world BTents. However. in the light o~ present knowna, it 

is safe to conjecture that the coming year is not likely to eee BriY apprec

iable abatement in the present refugee crisis. 

America Ie J ewe have show thla.t they cen meesure up to the demands whi~ 

the crisis of our times has made upon Jewry ae a whole throughout the world. 

They helped to relieve the tragedy and darkness of the Hitler years with an 

unprecedented outpouring of aid. 

Today, the promise of a ne~ dawn, & future of dignity and liberty awaits 

the Jewish oppressed end homele88. American Jews, in partnership with the 
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Jews of other lands and Israel, help to 8he~e that brighter future. American 

Jewry, blessed in man7 respects and the strongest Jewish community in modern 

Jewish history. ,rill continue to live up to the high seDse of r.8~onsibillty 

towards its fellow Jews. 

25. 



• 

• 

• 

c. Iwmlgr5tiQu 

1. Geperal 

The Nazi tyranny took its ghastly toll of 6 million Jews . This 

catastrophe and the trans-migration of Jews in the post-war era have 

Bubstantially altered the map of Jewish communities. Israel itself 

has more than doubled its pr e-1948 population. The Jewish communities 

of Australia and C~da grew b,y 6~ and 20% respectively; Bome communities 

(Iraq and Yemen) were transferred en masse to Israel; while o~~ere 

(Poland. Bulgaria, Egypt) are in the process of total liquidation. The 

entire proeesB of the transmigration of Jews during the pest decade 
and which 

which has involved over 1 million JewB,/has ita roots in sociological, 

political and economic reasons and, notably. in the forcel released by 

the establishment of the State of Israel, has not yet run its course. 

The UJA has pleyed an integral role in ~h1s global proeess and, inevitably, 

will continue to pl ay a dominant role in any future mass migration of 

Jews whieh may develop. 

Currently, the Jewish refugees, to whose needa the UJA 1957 campaign 

is geared , are streaming out of Egypt, : oland , Hungary and North Africa. 

Resumes of the situation giving rise to the JewiBh mi~ratlon from thole 

areas tollow. 
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The assault on Egyptian Jewry following the Slnat action, has 

virtually spelled t he doom of this c~':!ri1~ .. It is presently in t he process 

of complete liquidation. 

''lhen Israel 'Was established, there were about 80,000 J e",s in Egypt, 

of whom only about 5,000 were Egyptian citizens. The rest were either 

st~teless or ~ere citizens of other countrie~prlncipelly British, French, 

Italian and Greek. A provision of the Egyptian nationality law which 

conferred 'Egyptian citizenship upon deeeenOant. of Egyptian residents 

who had no foreign nationality was never auulled to Jews. The maj ority 

of the Jews of Egypt were sta teless. desuite the fact that they were 

offspring of Jewish families which had lived in Egypt from ancient days . 

Until recently , the Jews of Egypt pl ayed an i mpor tant r ol e in E~y!)t's 

~ economic and political life. Some of them served as deputies, judges and 

• 

even mini sters of s tate. The Jews were especial l y p rominent a s financiers. 

merchants, big bankers. owners of depar tment stores and newspapers and as 

traders in cotton. J.fost of the Jews were small businessmen and craftsmen. 

Despite the growing exenophobia in the eountry, from which Egyptian 

Jewry wa s not exempt. the Jews of Egypt found their ~osi tion t olerabl e 

until 1947. In 1947 . economic measures against Jm'is "Jere introduced. 

i ncludi ng the Company Act of July 27. 1947. which required that t he largest 

porticn of t he employees must be Egyptians. This led to masS dls~issals 

of Jewish persorJlel . 3efore the J ewish community had a~ justed itself 

to this development. the Ar ab-Israel war broke out. E~rot i nmediately 

intensified/ i'(s ce.tI!Ja i gn against the ·Je,",6 . sequestering J ewish-o\·med 
/' 

property and engaging in whol esale a rrests. These anti-Jewish measures, 

accom-ganied by Arab vi olence ",hich inflicted severe losses on Jewish life 

and property , i nspi red a ~ss exodus from E~t of about 25.000 Jews, most 
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of whom settle d in Israel. 

The ~osltlon of the remaining Jew8 improved conspicuously during the 

second balf of 1949 and particularl y in 1950, when the l'1ore moderate Ward 

Party came to power . Sequestered property was re turned to their owners, 

Jews resuoed their former pursuits, and the Jewish community returned 

to noreal . This situation continued even beyond the sei;ure of ~wer in 

1952 by General Naguib who ~ent 60 t a r a s to at tend Rosh Hashana services 

in Cairo's Great Synagogue . The optimism which this encouraged among the 

Je\>1 8 was, however, short-lived. COr.lf!lenclng :'!ovember 1953. the Egyntian 

authorities started to arrest Jews On the flimsiest of ~retexe8 , charging 

then with "Zioniat" activities. 

In ~~cb . 1954. Nasser came to power and 9 00n manifested his overriding 

ambition to establish himself as the chief protagonist of the anti-Israel 

fi ght of the Arab world. 

In 1955. a ~vision of Je~ish Affairs was established in Egypt 

which worked under a corps of ex- 1Tazi tech:licians. This department 

prepared files of all Jews in Alexandria and Cairo and exercised control 

over Jewish bankers , exchange brokers and other businessmen . This took 

place in an a tmosphere charged with anti-Jewish and anti-Zionist propaganda 

in t hd Egyptiah press and radio . In strange contrast with t his propaganda. 

a filn about Egyptian Jews, evi dently of earlier vintage, was di s tributed 

late in 1955, describing Jevs 8 S "active and productive ~orkers, l oyal 

citizens, associated with the wholesome effort . " The Jews were presented 

as men of culture, creative ability and initiative. he~ding major industria l 

and finenclal enterprises which are essential to the countr y's prosperity. 

On ]:Tovember 1st, 1956. Egynt launched a campaign which had evidently 

been held in readiness, cl eerl~ aimed at the elioina tlon of the Jews from 
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Egypt. The campaign gained momentum "" ith each dey and resulted i n the 

internment of an estimate 3.000 Jews, the denationa l ization of many Jews 

of Egyptian nationality (by virtue of the Egyptian Nationality Law of 

November 3D, 1956. ",hleh disqualified "Zionists" for Egvptian citizenship) 

the foclble expulsion of about 25,000 JaMs, including Je"/8 of Zgy'")ti~ 

nationality . the sequestra tion of about 500 Jel',lsh- owned firms , the black

listing and the freezing of the assets of about 800 Je\o/ lsh-owned firms, the 

dismissal of most Jewish employees fr om their posts in the major financial 

and industrial institutions, and the withdral'ral of the right of men in the 

profeSSions to practice their professions. All this was done pursuant to 

the doctrine of I~gyptlanlzatlonn . a sinister reyliea of Hitler's 

"Aryanization" plan which resulted in the victimiza tion of millions of 

Jews. 

The Egyptian government bas taken ca re not to i ssue ~v official d~creel 

e either civil c:r. military. provi(~ ing f or automatic expulsion of the Jews, 

Instead, the Jews h~ve been induced by harsh police pressure and continuous 

• 

harassment to leave t he country "voluntarily ." An Egyptian Jew who asks 

for an exit visa must relinquish his E~tian na tionality . whereu90n he 

obtains his visa on a l aissez-passer for stateless prersons . On the 

whole. no uniform method of expulsion or enforced departure seems to have 

. "en eP9lied by the Sgyptian administration. Some J ews receive a perso.nal 

notifica tion in writing that they have to leave 3~t within a certa in 

time limit. Others are notified Terbally and yet others taken from prison 

Or internment to a waiting ship . ¥ithout any written order havi ng been 

served on them . ~~ of them have to leave behind them members of their 

families, as hostages. 

The va st mejority of the Jewish expel lees leave 3f,Ypt penniless • 

Upon de::>arture, they are permitted to take \1ith them only 20 Egyptian pounds 
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and some trivial personal belongings meticulously defined, (up to 2 

woolen bed-covers, two sheets. one typewriter or sewing machine, tools 

and medical a~pl iance8). 

In view of the fact that no J ewish organization has been permitted 

to enter Egypt , the International Red Cross undertook to supervise the 

ev~cuation of the Jewish expelees. The funds for the mass evacuation, 

care and resettlement of the 24,000 Egyptian Je",s ",ho have already left 

E~t were provided by the JDC, the Jewish A~ency. ~d Unite~ Hias Service, 

with funds derived from the UJA 1957 E~ergency Reecue Fund. 

The 24,000 Egyptian Je~s have settled in the following c~tries: 

11,000 
9,000 
2 ,000 
2,000 

Israel 
France 
Great Britain 
Italy , Greece and other countries 

Although the migration of J ews from Egypt has slowed down, due to some 

extent to the relaxation of Egyption action against the remnant of 

Egyptian Jewry, the Jews continue to lerve ~~t . From all information 

available, the oajorlty of the Jews re~ining in Egypt are deter~ined 

to leave the country . 

An alarming ~roblem has arisen in connec tion with the hard-core cases 

in Z~t. On the last movements on charter boats there was a dis, r oyortion-

ately hi .c'h number of sick, disabled , aged and infirm. They have accw:mlated 

in Athens and Israel. These people are eItremel~ r ifficult t o handle with-

in the framework of the actual r eception resources available, but ~.t the 

sane time the Red Cross has been finder pressure of the Egyotian Je~dsh 

community to take them out. ~f1 th the cocrolete disruption of Jet"ish 

institutional life in Egynt, resulting from the syphoning off of one-half 

of the Jewishpopulation of Egypt and the pr ojected de~arture of most of 

4It the balance, there i s a real fear that there will be nO one to look after 

the completel y- dependent ',?eO!)le. 30. 
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Thus, we find the ancient Egyptian Jewish comnunlty which dates 

back to the Biblical days and which had contributed much to Egypt 1s 

industrial end cultural lIfe, on the verge of disappearing as a cocmunlty . 

?he UJA, through its constituent agencies. the JDC, the Jewish Agency. 

and the United Hi as Service . has borne the cost of resettlement and 

absorption of those who left Egypt and stands prepared to shoul der t he 

burden of resettling the others who inevitably ~ill foll ow . 

In the United States where no official pronouncement ~8 oade on 

the Egyptian Jp.wi sh tragedv , 8~athy was P.enerated in Coneressional quarters 

for the ao018910n of 5, 000 Egyptian Jews in the Uni ted Sta tes . As of the 

tioe of the pr epar a tion of t his r esune (mi d- August) there t'ere reports that 

the Administrat i on f Rvored a bill to t hat effect, introduced by Senator 

Clifford Case (Renublican) of New Jersey. A simila r bill WRS being 

sponsored by Senator J ohn F . Kennedy (Democra t) of Massachusett s • 
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COnfidential 
Not for Publication 

J. Poland 

When the Gomulka regime came to power in October, 1956 , there were about 

60,000-65.000 Jews in Polend, representing the residue \-,hleh remained after 

the mass exodus of about 200,000 Polish Jews following the Kielce pogrom of 

July 4, 19~ , and the emigration of about 20,000 from 1949 to 1950, ,·men 

legal immigration from Pol and to Israel was permitted. Those who remained 

apparently believed that they could accommoda t e themselves to life in 

Communist Poland. Living for the most part in the for mer German territories 

of Lower S11esla wher e businesses, apartments. and J obs were more plentiful, 

they, i~ fact, succeeded in Intergratlng into the economic life of the 

country. 

It should be noted that Poland Is an iron curtain country where no 

anti-Jewish trials took plac e and where until recently no J e'ts on the top 

41' level of Government and Party were dismissed . although purges of Jews from 

the Army . the political police and , in particular, tbe foreign service , t ook 

place in the last few years . Mor eover . in contrast with the situation pre-

vailing in Russia itself . the Jews were permitted to have their own schools, 

newspapers, publishing houses and theat ers, albeit these institutions were 

required to adhere to the orthodox Communist line. 

Ironically, vith the progress of the "liberalization" movement which 

the Gomulka regime i ntroduced. the anti- Semitism of the Poles Which had been 

formally outlawed as a crime after the Kielce pogrom , reasserted itself in 

all of its ugly manifestations . Assaults in public conveyances and other 

acts of violence, discrimination against children in schools , anti- Jewish 

signs on walls , etc., occured in various places . At the S8ma time a 

policy of not hiring in. or firing of Jewish s~loyees from, certain. branches • of endeavor (where there wer e allegedly too ma.ny J e'·/s ) was initiated. 
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Sev~ral explanations are offered for the reemergence of anti-Semitism 

in Poland. The most obvious one is t hat anti-Semitism among the Poles is 

endemic and deeply rooted and that the decade of rigid enforcement of the 

law against overt manifestations of anti-Semitism succeeded only in driving 

anti-Semitism underground but did not solve the problem . Another explanation 

1s that the fresh assaults on the Jews are inspired by the Stalinists or 

Natolinians (so called after their first meeting place, the small castle of 

Natolin, near Warsaw) who want to embarrass the new r egime by showing that 

it is incapable of maintaining l aw and order in the country . 

Whatever the explanations may be. the fact is that the reemergence of 

anti-Semi t~t>JIl in Poland posed a _serious problem to the Gomulka regioe ond 

to the Je ... rs. On the one hand, the Gomulka regime publicly espoused the 

cause of the Jews and condemned the reappearwlce of anti-Semitism as a 

serious indictcent against the Poli~ people and against a society which 

~ boasted of its egalitarian doctrine. This appeal t o the conscience of the 

• 

Polish people and to their loyalty to Communist doctrine fell on deaf ears . 

There was no abatement in the instances of anti-Semitism and the Gomulka 

regime, committed to a liberal policy, could not reintr oduce restraints 

on the freedoms of speech and the press in order to solve this problem. 

On the other hand . with the exception of a few die-bards nmong the Jet1S ~lho 

maintained that the J8'.1S must stand their ground and fight for their rights 

as Polish citizens. the Jews. including faithful adherents of Comzunism. were 

persuaded of the hopelessness of the situation in Poland and concluded that 

the only solution to the problem of Polish anti- Semitism lay in emigration. 

~Moreover , the J e\'Is say Jewish life rapidly disintegrating before their very 

eyes. They were convinced that not alone to escape the trauca of anti

Semitism, the exodus from ~oland was imperat ivs as a measure of preserving 

their own identity as Jews. In ~v event. the remnant of Polish Jewry 
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descended in droves upon the Israel consulate in Foland and registerod for 

migration to Israel • 

Fortunately. Gomulka also recognized that the emigration of the Jews 

was the only solution to the pr9blem of Polish Bnti-Scmlt1sm a.nd WSs pre

pared to act on this convi~tlon. The res~t i ~ the maS9 migration of the 

Je'tJs from Poland to Israel. From October, 1956, \,lhen this movement etarted, 

until June 30 , 1957. about 25,000 Jews from Polend have reached I sr ael. 

This migration is. 1~ many respects, a very healthy migration from the 

standpoi~t of Israel . It includes entire families with the normal age 

grouping. It consists of people ,.,ho bad concealed from their children their 

identity as Jews, and whose awal-:ening to the fUtility of trying to escape 

from their J ewish heritage has given them an i nvigorated sense of i dentifi

cation with the Je\-r1sh people. Finally it includes many peGpla with 

professional and mechanical skills. In fact . the high caliber of this 

migration gives rise to the feer that obstacles m~v be placed in the ~ 

of the movement of the remainder. on the ground that Poland cannot afford 

to lose the skills which these people possess, As early as last March , 

there was already some interference with the emigration of ~nglneers and 

doctors. who had to make special applications for departure. 

Barring unforeseen circumstances. it is fairly certain that despite 

temporary slOltdo'ffls in the exodus from Poland. the J e';!S of Foland ,.,111 

continue to pour out of that co~try until that cor.mru.nity \-Till for all 

practical purposes have vanishee. 

The only Jews presently barred as a group from leaving Foland are 

the Jews (about 5,000 to 6,000) vho were r ecently repatriated from Russia . 

At first these people ' -tere permitted to leave . but. under Russian pressure 

the Gomulka regime agreed to den.,v ey.it permits to them. This policy vent 

into effect on Barch 7 . 1957. However, the embargo on this migration is 

not expected to continue indefinitely. 34. 
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4. Hungary 

Confidential 
Not for Publication 

In October, 1956, the smouldering volcano that m~de up the m5 SS of the 

Hungarian people erupted with a detonation that was heard around ti~ world. 

It had been cons tdered impossible for the people of a sattelite country to 

revolt; the safesuards against revolution were t oo s trone, t he penalty f or 

failure t oo high a price to pay. Yet, the people rose up in a spontaneous 

revolt. 

~Iost informed estimates of the position and future of Hungarian Jewry 

(pop. 100,000) t ook it as axiomatic that any uprising against, or the fsll 

of, the Communist regime in Hungary would be accompanied by the ~lesale 

loss of Jewish life . !he basis for t~is conclusion was that the traditional 

anti - Semitism of the Hungarians, the overt manifes tations of which were held in 

check by the Communist regime , was infinitely aggravated by the utterly 

unwarranted assumption encouraged by the forces of r enction In Hungary, that 

the Communist regime in Hungary was of Jewish meking. The foct t ha t a few 

Jews were prominent among the l eaders of the Communist regime 88ve the color 

of truth to this argument. !~t the people were not told is that these faw 

leaders in no sense represented the Jewish communi t y of Hunsary as evidenced 

by the disproportionately large number of Jews who fled from Hungary at the 

ftrst opportunity. 

That the revolt was relatively free of anti-~itism is due to a number 

of factors, a ll related to the spontaneity and popularity of the uprising. 

First, the reactionary forces had no time to organize their forces. Second, 

the active partiCipation of an unprecedentedly large percentage of the popula-

tion in the uprising developed a spirit of brotherhood among the various 

sectors of the population which assured even the Jews a comfortable measure 

of immunity against assault. Third, the hatred of the popuLation was, at 
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least temporarily. concentrated against t he Rusainns. Fourth , the astuteness 

of the revo lutionary leaders t o l d them that Wl¥ anti-Jewish e :J:CaSSi! S \1ow.d 

g ive a welcome excuse to the Russians to inter vene, and might affect the 

sympathy of the West for their cause . In any event. except fo r e. few mino r 

incidents i n the p r ovinces . t he upris i ng was relatively free of ant i-semitism. 

The anti- semitism ,.,hieb failed to material i ze in E~ory p r oper d i d . however , 

come to t he surfa~e among the non-Je"fish refugees in the eamps in Austria 

and i n the count ries to which they migr ated. 

While the gpve r nment was oraoccup i ed with ita life and death struggle. 

170,000 Hungarians (l.7~ of the Hungarian population) managed to f lee fro m 

Hungary into Austria. This nu.a:ber included 17. 58:l Jews ( 17~ of the Jewish 

populatio n and l o-;& of those who fled ) . 

Upon arrival. in Vienna these 17.588 refugees were c~ed for by the 

.roc and subseQ.usnt l y were assisted by the Je\~ish ,ngency and tm United Hins 

~ Service with thei r immigration pr obl ems. The 1957 ~ergency Rescue Fund 

p r ovided the means to lumdle this program . 

• 

Due to speed with wh i ch the United Hl as Servi ce , t he Jewish ngency 

and the JDC acted in this en-.ergency. and the sympathetic attitude of the 

United States, Canada and .tIUstralia . most of the 17 .588 Je,.,s from Hungar y have 

already been resettled. Their distribut i on. as of mid-huguet. 1957 . is as 

1'ollows : 

Isr ael 
Us.. 
Canada 
Australia 
Western Euro ,!,e 
Latin kle r ica 
Being processed in 

France a.'!ld Engl and 
aemaining in bUStr i a 

1,869 
4,624 
3,750 
1,750 
1 .300 

89'1 

937 

~ 
In addition. among so me 20,000 Hungarians wo crossed t he border intc 

Yugpslav1a. about 500 were Jews Who are being hal oed to i mmi grate to Israel 

and other countries . 36 . 
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Legal migration from Hungary 

AS ide from the l ? 000 J eW8 \~ho escaped from Jiungary during the 

uprising. appr oximately 1, 000 Jeva per month have been l eaving Hungary 

for Israel on regular passports. This 1s the first time l egal migration 

from Hungary to Israel \'fas permitted since the s!lort period extending from 

the latter phrt of 1949 to October 1950, during \1hich period about 4,000 

left for Israel. 

a number of exylan~t ions are offered for Hungar y's relaYBtion in its 

immigration policy towards Jewe: one. t he acknowledgement that the problems 

of anti-semitism cannot be solved by the CO i:Zlunlst regime ; and t wo, the 

realization. made abundantly clear in the course of the uprising . that the 

Je"ts were out of sympathy v ith communism. 

Recently. the Hungarian authorities informed the Jewish cocmunlty that 

they lIOuld no l onger permit the same rate of de'OOl'ture of Jews from Hungary 

and t hose l eaving must be at least 54 years of a.~ . At the time of the 

prepar a tion of this resume negotiations Yere in progress on the resum9 tion 

of the legal migr ation • 
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s. Korth Atrioa 

The area generically referred to &8 Borth Africa consists of three 

countriesl Morocco, Tunis and Algeria. Until 1956, when Morocco and 

Tunis gained their independence from l'raIlce th8)" were French protectorates. 

Algeria, on the other hand, was and stl11 is B. part of metropolitan France. 

Before the !!BSS exodus from North Africa developed the Jet·dah population 

of the three countries. vas a follows: Morocco, 250,000 _ Tunis, 100,000-

Algiers, lS0, 000. 

After the end. of World War II, the three countries rose in open revolt 

against FraIlce, fighting for their independence. The Jel'ls. as communi ties, 

were caught in a cross-fire between the native Moslems on the one hand and 

the French on the other hand. If they aided m th the French they would be 

regarded as traitors to the national aspirations of the Arab peoples in 

• these countries. If they sided. with the Arabs they wauld show their 

• 

ingratitude to the FrenCh, to whom they vere indebted for Vbat.~er security 

they enjoyed in these countries. For~telf, they were able to maintain 

a position of neutrality and Tunis and Morocco gained their independence 

wi thout substantial 10 .. of Jew1ah life. Habib Eourguiba, the Prime 

Minister (nov President) of Tunis and the Sultan of Morocco (nov Xing) 

assured the Jews of their respective countries that they would enjoy equality 

with the Moalems in their respective stat •• end they have lived up to these 

commitments. They have not only resiated Arab presB'Ilre to join \he Arab 

League but have defied the L~e by having a Jew in each of their cabinets. 

Despite the aasurance8 \drl.ch the Jews received. about ?S,OOO Jews left 

Tunis and Morocco before these Cou.n.trl8S achieved their independence. 

There are many reasons ~ they left and continue to leave: fear of 

living in a Modem countl')" while the Arab-Ierael conflict is not r~80lved; 

economic boycotts encouraged by extremist element. among the Arabs; economic 
38. 
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dislocation by virtue of the a8~tlon of their former positions by M081ems~ 

the desire to escape from the CIU8hiJlg poverty of life in Horth Africa. 

After Tunis end Morocco gAined their lndependence the stream of refugess 

from Morocco and Tunis continued. However, in JUne, 1956, the Moroccan 

authorities put an end to the _ss movement of Moroccan Jews. Among the 

reasons for the embargo 'WaS that Morocco was then beset bl ~ political 

and economic problems and 1 t regarded the Je"Ja as an important element in 

the new State. At the time the maS8 movement was hal ted, 7.000 Jews who had 

disposed of their belongings 'WfIre awaiting transportation in the Mazagan 

camp operated by Xadlma (the Moroccan sBction of the Je\deb Agency.) After 

negotiations with the Moroccan authorities, they were permitted to leave. 

Since then IZI&U migration from Morocco Me elowed down but Jews have been 

leaving at the re.te of about 1,000 per month. In add! Uon, immigration on 

an individual basis from Morocco, Tunis and Algeria continues. 

From 1948 to Jun. :30. 1957. an aggregate of 148.917 Jews from North 

Africa (exclusive ot L¥bia. from _ch 25.000 _grated '0 Israel) resettled 

in Israel. Of this total 24.998 came in 1948 and 1949. The balance of 

123.919 came from JanuA1'7 1950 to June 30. 1957 trom the follovi"8 countries: 

Morocco 
Tum. 
Algeria 

Total 

93.481 
27.387 
1.051 

123.919 

The trickle of migration from Algeria. 'Where the s1 tutation for the Jew 

1e far from favorable, is due to the fact that ,he Algerian Je'1s are c1 tizene 

of France through. the famous Cremiaux decree of 1870, and by virtue of this 

feel that they can always go to France in the event their position becomes 

untenable. 

Other Services to North Africap Jewrz 

The UJA provides not only the :f'unds for the emigration and absorption 

of the Jews of North Africa but. through the JOO , supports a fUll scale 
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relief and rehabl1itation program fo r the impoverished Jews of that area. 

The condl tiona under which Jova have lived in North. ·At.rica -- particularly 

in the mellaha of Morocco __ 18 a familiar etor,y. Through an intensive 

program carried out by the J.DC end by the ORr, subventioned by the JDC, 

approximately 83,000 pereone in the t~ee countries are helped in m&nT waye: 

cash relief, medical c are, r..aBh loana, vocational training, food and clothing, 

etc. As a result of cODcer.trated efforts made by the .me and OSE, trachoma. 

and tinea, disease s that blld blinded and afflicted mBllJ" generations of ghetto 

dwellers, have been almost completely stamped out in North Africa. The milk 

bottling plant in Casabla.lcs has drastically reduced infant mortal! ty in the 

KalIsh. The youth of llo .. ~th Africa have benef! ted most from the UJ,A...financed. 

programs. Better health care, cleaner and more modern schools and acquisition 

of industrial Skills ~ve changed the outlook of these young people • 

In no country bas the UJA, repre sented directly by the JDC. and 

indirectly by the ORT. wrl tten a brighter chapter than in North Africa • 
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D. Absorption of Refugees in Isrr el 

When Isreel \'tas established a s a state (May 14. 1948 ) its esti mated 

Jewish popuUation was 650, 000. By the end of JUDe 1957 its estimat ed Jewish 

population \'18S 1,730, 000. Incl uded in this figure are 885, 000 new immigre.nts 

who have entered Israel aince the ste te '<Jas establ ished. 

The new imrnigrents . comi ng f r om 72 countries. br ought ,d th them neither 

weal th nor means of existence. They were colorful groupings of people, pr od-

uets of various cultures , spee'l~ing numerous tongues , and often, v i c tims of 

deep-seated superstitions and prejudices . Seppr a ted f r om each other by thous-

ands of miles. isola ted from eac h other duri ng meIlY" centuries , t hhse groups 

were suddenly gathered in a ne.rrow, elonga ted piece of land. The obvious t a sk 

was to create oppor tunities for Horking together i n the field e.nd in the plants, 

to build toge t her the very villages end citi es in which they l ived and to build 

t he will to uphol d end defend the security and independence of their country. 

The mergi ng of these groups i nto p nation has been e gradual and pai nful pro-

cess. 

1957 I mmigration to I sreel 

1. Rate of Influx 

The pr esent est~tes ere tr~t more then 100, 000 r efugees wi l l arrive in 

Israel during the current yeer. By the end of June 50. 200 had already come to 

Isreel, a t t he fol1ol'/i ng t~o: 

J enuery 
February 
J.iarch 
April 
Ilpy 
June 

6.978 
5.851 
8. 336 
8. 682 

12.533 
7.820 

50 . 200 
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2. Country Origin 

The countries of origin of these immigre.nts is e, g follows : 

Poland 

Hungar y 

23.400 

7,000 (includes both euthorized migre tion and 
October 1956 r efugees) 

Egypt 11, 000 

North Africa 7.000 
32 other countries 1. 800 

50.200 

3. Distribution 

Thess 50,2JO immigrants "fere distributed as follot1s : 

10 .. 000 
3. 000 
3.000 
1, 000 
9. 000 

22 , 200 

in cities e10ng the coastel pl an (Tel Aviv. Heifs, etc ,). 
lei butzim 
mOshavim 
Youth Allyah settlements 
~th relatives and private arrengemente 
development areas (entire i1egev,Lachlsh. Ber Sheba, 

Aiula Ha lI:mek, !let Shlan. ; Ie tuleh, 
Eleth, S ideh Boker) 

2,000 miscellaneous destinetions 
50.200 

It thus appe~r8 that t~ current progrem of resettl ement in Israel 1s a 

combination of the ~From Ship to Develor.ment Area" PM "From Ship to Settlement" 

pr incipl es. Under the current plan. after the initiel classification of the 1m-

migrants on board the vassels bri~ing them to I sreel the Absorption Department 

of the Jewish Agency despatches t hem to the various pleces previously determined 

where ell in1 tiel errengenents are .cede to enabl e them to settle C O~tn. The 

initial equi~ent i ncludes beds . ~ttresses . blankets, kitchen utensils. and 

store of food. 

In spite of the grO\1iD& defense bu.dget , coincidill(; in time \'rith ever 1n-

creaBing immigration (1955 - 36. 000; 1956 - 56 . 000; 1957 - 100 . 000 (estinpted)) 

Israel ~·Te8 -- end still is -- resolute in its deterr.lingtion not to return to 

the socially harmful end econooicelly was teful ma'ebarot. 
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4. Employment 

vrhile the vast mejorit7 of immigrp~t8 in the initial mass resettlement 

period vere uneldlled and r equired preliminary training for integration pur

poses, t he immigrents of 1956 and 1957 ere, b,y reasOn of their age eDd family 

composition, and t heir occupational and professional ba~oUDd , immediately 

a valuable addi tien to IsraelI s nanpo\'V'er. In order to make use of t he s..'dlls 

which the ne,., flood of refu&:ees (nobbly from Poland. end Runge,ry) ru-:ve broUGht 

to Israel those who require a k-no,o'l edge of Hebrew ar e sent to Ulpanim where 

they receive an intensive six month course in Hebr~. Currently, 6,000 

sdul t ne\": immigrents ere enrolled in t he Ul1lSD1m. 

No serious unemployment problem bas arisen in IsrFel by virtue of the 

new influx of immigrants. The Lpbor Ministry provides 1S dpys of worI:: per 

month to each unempl oyed person at the rate of 5 pounds per d~y. 

S. Housing 

One of the mo st immediate end pressing problems confr onting the Jelfish 

Agency end t he Government of I sre.el is that of providing the new immigrent 

with adequate housing. The IerRal Governm&nt itself, independent of the 

Je\fish Agency is trying hard to alloCE:' te maximum funds f or housing of n8\1-

comers. Ho\,r6ver, it is faced t/ith throe major obstacles : ( p.) the precerious 

security situation which demands high expenditure for militer7 prepar edness: 

(b) the need to improve living conditions for the settled popula tion (the 

averege nucber of persons per room is 2., e~ about 100, 000 families live 

",ith four persons or mor e in one r oom): (c) the need to r eplace tempore.ry 

housing or illE'.dequate housing in abandoned Areb dwellings which together cur

rently amount to about 95, 000 housing units. In addition, the Government 

building prograc has to provide funds for the ~ildlng of pll public institu-

tions such ps school s, clinics, community centers, etc. Expenditure on such 

public buildings are especially heavy because of the 8steblishment of new 
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rural and seIPi-urban centers in development preas ".,here there are no fecilities 

of that type. 

In 1956 the Je'flsh Agency spent $15,000,000 on immigrant housi~. This 

is in excess of uhat the government wae able to Allocate for immigrant housing 

from its Development Budget. Yet, the combined effort of the Government and 

the Jewish Agency was still h ighly inede~uate, as 111ustreted by the fact thpt 

between April 1956 and ¥areh 1957. 5~ of ell new arrive.lB \'fere acconmodnted 

in tempora ry dwellings, 1'7,t \'lera 8cCOIDDodeted with the t"id of relatives and 

probably incrspsed the already severe conditions of overero~Idlng in existing 

dwellings and only J~ were accocmod2ted in n~ly built housing units in urban 

and rural areas. 

TJ;1e Jelfish Agency1s budget for the current yee.r allocates $25.000, 000 for 

housing as e.ga.inst estimated requirements of $80 .000, 000 for 1mr.l1gri."nt housing 

in the course of the ye@r. 'fhile it is difficult to estimate the Government 

share in immlgr~nt housing during 1957, it is doubtful that Government funds 

w111 come aDY"/here neer bridging the gap and it is enticipeted thet the Agency IS 

contribution ,.,Ul actually have to exceed current estimates if E\ return to the 

maabara system is to be avoided. 

The solution of the housing problem for the new i~lgrent i s e gree t chal

lenge to the UJA, which 1s the princi"OBl source of support for the Je''1ish Agen

cY 's absorption progrem in Israel • 
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E. I.ranl's Securitz Position 

AlthOU€h the spectacular victory in the Sinai campaign has given tbe 

people of Isre.e+ a breathing spell, the security problem facing Israel is by 

no means Bolved, A large part of its budget and a su'bstential part of its 

beet manpower must be dedica ted to preparations for the defense of the country. 

The chief difficulty which confronts Israel in terms of securit,y 1s that 

whereas both the Com.mmist-oriented (~t and Syria) and. "[estern-oriented 

(Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iraq) blocs of the Arab countries receive arms, in

cluding the most modern equipment, trOQ their respective backers, Israel not 

only receives no free eros but fine it difficult to secure e7.port licenses for 

what orms she might purchase in the fr ee market. Among the ~ew ertlS delivered 

to the Arab etates are torpedo boats delivered to King Saud by the united 

Statesj and MIQ....l?' s and tanks to Syria and submarines to Egypt. supplied by 

the Soviet Union. 

It must be borne in mind that while there is bitter feeling between the 

two Arab blocs, they are united on one iSGue: thetrcoamon enmitY' for Israel. 

Consequently, any estimate of Israelis abilitY' to defend ita people and its 

terr1tor1al integrity oust be predicated on the alsuoption that Israsl will 

have to neet the combined mllitaI'7 strength of the Arab world. lJh'Us, wbile the 

East and the West are competing for the friendship of different Arab countries, 

Israel has as muCh to fear t~ torpedo boate delivered to Saudi Arabia as the 

submarines delivered to Egypt. 

Fortunately, Israel captured a substantial quantity of arms in the Sinai 

action. However, whatever advantage Israel gained by this increase in ite 

stock of armor is being r apidly wiped out by the Dassive arms which Russia has 

been delivering to Egypt and Syria. In this connection it should be recalled 

that Egypt1s old incursions into Israel territory and its use of ?edayeen to 

spread terror among the Ierael border settlement s followed the delivery of 
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Russian arms to Egypt. The new arms shipl?ents to the Arabs contain the fuel 

which ma::! onCe again ignite the f'.{tddlo Eas t . 
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F. IsrBel's Intern~t1nnA1 Position 

One of the numerous positive achievements of the Sinai campaign is 

that it broke Nasser's yoke over the Arab world. Except for Syria which 

has maintained a d~ee of loyalty to Egypt, the Arab States were complete
the 

ly disenchanted with Nasser as a result of /huml1iatine defeat which he suf-

fered at the handa of Israel. Had Nasser been successful in the Sinai 

campaign there would probably be no one who could have challenged him in 

his bid for hegemony over the Arab world , Africa and Asia. His defeat 

resulted in the further split of the Arab world into tvo camps, albeit 

they stand reactr to be reunited in a combined asseult against Israel. 

~he lack of unity among the Arab. must, for the time being, at least, be 

counted as a positive achievement for Israel. 

Additionally, on the pOSitive aide must be placed the progress that 

_ Israel has made with s9veral African countries ADd several countries in 

• 

the Far East. Thus, Israel has exchanged ambassadors with Ghana and 

Liberia, has received a diplomatic representative fro~ the Philipp ines 

(one of the Bendung countries), and haa further cement ed its economic 

ties with Burma. Israel and Glv!na have formed a joint shipping company 

called the "Black Star, It to ply the East African coastline. 

In mid-July Prime Minister Suhwawardy of Pakistan, speaking on a 

national television program, during his visit to the United States, said 

that he was "afraid that there is no other alternative u but for the Moslems 

to accept Israel's existence as a fact of life, and added that despite his 

personal belief that the creation of the State of IsrAel was wrong. he vas 

willing to act as mediator end to bring Arabs together to talk: . He was 

later forced to modify this statement, and Syrian Premier Sabri As sali 

immediate reaction from Damascus vas , lI~e shall never sit " at a peace 

table with Israel. n Hovever, it is '"forth noting that the Pak1stenian 
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minister's statement is the first public acknowledpent by a iloslem 1ep..der 

e that the Arabs must reconcile themselves to the existence of Israel. 

It is of inestimable ioportance to Israel that the ships of many nations 

have been using the Port of Elath, and that the United States has stood firm 

on the iuue that the Gulf of Akaba is an international waterwa,y. Isr ael 

has not probed the Suez Canal with ships flying the Israel flag. Ho~ever. 

Israel-chartered ships with I srael- destined cargo have been permitted to 

use the Canal althougt . with .ome interfer ence . 

Finally. it 1s important both economically And politically to Israel 

that increased economic assistance frOCl: the United States to Israel m~ 

soon be forthcoming . Israel is in the proces8 of negotiating a loan from 

the Export-lmport bank. ~hose cission bas just returned from IsrRel~ More-

over. the Rouse Foreign Affairs Comclttee recommended t o t he House to in-

crease foreign &1d to Israel because of the new refugee problem which it 

e is han41.1ng. and there 1e reason to believe thflt the outright grant to Isreel 

• 

under t he Foreign Aid Bill "Ul be increased as well as the sale of surplus 

food. The latter item is especiAlly importAnt from the standpoint of Israel 's 

capaci ty to feed the new arrivals . But the political implications of this 

projected increased aid 1s in a real Bense, as laportant a8 the mater ial 

benefits to be derived from i t . It 1s tangible proof of United States 

fr1endship for Israel which is essential to israeli s very surv~ val. 

On the debit side of the le4Ber i. the intensified ~eh econocic war-

fare against Israel. the increase of .Arab preasure on foreign companies to 

identify the.cselves with the Arab boycott. and the projected removal of 

Shell Oil and British Petrol eum from Israel . While the ac tion by Shell And 

British Petroleum Dl9jy affect the Israel econoo;y substantially. as a capitu-

lation t o Arab blackmail this move can only convince the Arabs of their 

power , encourage their intransigence towards lerael , and postpone peace . 
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G. SurT8Y of American Popular Attitude TO)(N'dl !arnal 

On July 22nd. Elmer Roper released the results of hi. nation-wide 

survey of American public opinion on Israel. It would 8eem that the 

dramatic events of last year, including the Sinai Operation, did not 

lose the sympathetic understanding of the American people. 

The following are the raBul ta of the survey: 

ll~ • ••. •. • •• • .• •. •• bad blgh opinion of Israol 

44% •.•••••••.•••••• elthough disapproved of some things 
Israel dld, thought veIl ot her 

14~ ••••. ...•...•. .• could understand Israelis difficult 
position bu did not think well of her 

5~ ••.• .. .. ..•..•• • had low opinion of her 

\ , 
'. 



• 

• 

• 

H. Senator Humphrey1s Resume on Israel 

One of the best r ecent summaries of Israel' s problems , made b,y an ob

jective observer of the international scene, i s that of Senator Iiubert H. Hum

I!r.rcy. I t i s part of his r epor t on his Study Mission submitted on July 1 . 

1957 to t he Se~te Foreign Relations Committee. This S1lIl1mf'..ry £01 10'·16: 

Israel is an example of how dedicati on by government &;ld people Co!?D ex

pand meager resources to the benefit of a e rowing population. 

Here, in one of the oldest sections of the worl d , one find s t he dyn.emism 

and tl~ youthful spirit of the 20th century. Animating government and peo~le 

is the de termi nation to build a community cppable of provi d i ng a good stand

ard of l iv i ng for its present pO!,lulation and those other Je'fs who DOW seek or 

may have to seek asylum in Isreel. 

I t is t his con~onsense of objec tive ,{hieb ~s welded a united nat ion 

out of a population \1h1ch comes from 70 countries - half of them with orien

t !? l backgrounds and half of European stock. 

Israel. like most t he other countries of the region, must import much 

of its food. But, on the other hand, i t has the hi~~est per c2pita gross 

national product in the Mi ddle East, the best medical services, t he l owest 

mort~lity r~ te . and virtually no illitera cy. 

In a country which is helf desert, the Gover nment i s desper s.tel y tryil'~ 

to bring \'1~.te r t o t he Negev and at t he seme time build up industry and exploit 

miner a.l and chemical sources , w'hile g iving atlple attenti on to cul t ural devel -

opment . 

One of its most remarkable jobs bes been the retreining of its iccigrent 

population for \'ror!~ in agricul ture and i ndustry for ",aich t hey were not pr ev

iously qualified. This , one should emphasize , has t eken place under conditions 

of grel?t adversity, border ,.,arfare , end in the fece of the Ar eb boycot t ,·rMch 

~s been costly to I s r ael. 50. 
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For countries. as for ~eople, emergencies often stimulpte creetivenes s . 

In Israel it may be said t hat the threp t of new warfare has perhaps cre~ted 

the spur to inventiveness on ,·rMoh survive! depends . 

I had a long visit ,d th Prime Minister Ben-Gurion. He is t ypicf'l of 

his country. He is 2 man of courage , vision, intelligence, and determination, 

and he has a sense of humor. 

Isrpel l s Prime Minister expresses no fear of his ne ighbors. but he be

lieves t hat I sr ael will never fully realize her potential until there i s 

peace . 

I a ttended t he I sr ael lTational Independe::lce Day demonstration. It t%'.8 

mos t impressive. The Israeli Army is well-tr ained, fE'irly \"Tell e~uippedt 

spirited, and confident . But I sr ael is not looking to new hostilities. Ben

Gurian assured me t hat Israel wants to settle its problems peacee.bl y . Isre.e l 

is "rilling to sit do\m with the Areb States to discuss r ef1J€;ees . bounde.ries, 

and all outstpnding politicel problems . Foreign Hinister Gol da Meir gE'.ve 

me t he s ame a ssurances. 

Ben;..Gurion's defense for Israel' s Dl'rch on Sinai was thl'.t it was a pre

ventive action to forestall pn Egyptian march on Israe l a t 8 time of Egyp~'s 

choosing and '·/hen the Soviet arms buildup had been even f urther i ncreased. 

Israel is anti-Comounist. Ih'D¥ of its i!lhabitant s have escaped from 

countries under dicta torship. A large pr oportion of its i nhabitents are t he 

survivors of Hitler's extermination program. Most Israelis. I am confident, 

would be willing to die r esisting external a tta ck. Equally. I am certa in 

Israel will not succumb to Communist subversion from "Ii thin. 

I n Israe l everyone ",orks. Land is for the most pert otmed by the stE'te 

and lea sed for development . 

Currently a defici t country, Israel ho~es t hat w'hen her popula tion. now 

at a bout 1 , 900 , 000 , has grol·m to 3'3; million. she will be able t o export 
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• 
Israel hB.s had the adve.nt8&e of tOp-gTAde people to assist in Pl~ng 

for development. Perhaps Israelis greatest triumph is thet she bas planned 

\1el1. The country has done a remarkable job in increasing the area of cul-

tivation, in extending its slender resources to irrigate arid areas, in re

claiming s~empland for agriculture Bnd reforestation (some 20 million trees 

have been planted), in establishing ne\1 hospite.ls and universities and im

proving roads and ports. 

Another aspect of Israeli development is the variegated society \1hi ch 

is being built up. There are both farm collectives and farm cooperatives, the 

latter gro\'ring et a fast pace . There is also private enterprise \'1hich is 

encouraged particularly for industry. A copper refinery ~t the mines, last 

mined during the times of Xing Solomon, is a remarkable project which one day 

may help Israel ,nth her balance- of-payments probl em. 

I visited the new Hadassah hoepitE'.I. Access to the old one is still 

e blocked by the Jordenians. The new institution is certein to 1become one of 

• 

the finest medical centers in the world. The ne\i' Hebrew University replacine 

the university now in Jordan territory is expending to become a mejor center 

of learning. 

t'lhile I did not vis! t the Huleh project directly, I was so near it that 

I could see the kind of ",ork ,.,hich bas gone into draining 15. 000 acres of 

swampland for egriculture. 

Israel still needs roe.ds , higm~ys, railroads, and port development. 

One of the most imagiDative projects li'hich has recently been projected 

is the concept of a 32- inch pipeline from the port of Elath in the Gulf of 

Aqaba to a !Jiediterranean port near HAife. Such a pipeline, if built, could 

provide an additional parallel route to the Suez Canal end an alternativa one 

if ever again this became necessary. The idea is to have lnddle Eas t oil 

brought by t anker the short distance to El eth ~nd pumped 150 miles from 

Elath to an Israeli port on the Mediterranean. Sixty million dollars is 52. 
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needed to bring this project to fruition. 

Israel Is needs . as described to De by the Prime Minister. are water 

for I pnd. capitpl for development , end skilled t echnieiens. Israel has 

pl anned well and used well the American gr ants and aid and technical assis

tance . But this aid. amounting to some $250 mililon. is only a soall pro

por t i on of the funds de rived from voluntar y contributions in the United 

St ates, German r epatriation payments, State of Israel bonds income ~ in

ternal r evenue. 

lTOtt about to absorb 100, 000 i mmlgre.nts i n 1957 . I s r ae l needs a cinimum 

of $250 million t his year . To fully integrate t he pr e sent populat ion, it 

needs an additional billion dol lars. 

The scope of Israelis operations may be guaged from the fec t t~t 50 

percent of the population came from non-western countries pnd needed to be 

technic~~ly trained. 

Israe l development should be encoureged for me~v reasons: because it 

is per for ming an important service for its own I nhabltpnts ; because it is in 

a sense a ~ilot ~lant for democrecy in t he }fi ddle Ep st: because it is a friend 

of the free ",orId : and ,because one day its sl~ills and exper ience can be put 

at the service of i ts Arab neighbors. 
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I. The United Jewish Appeal in Wes tern Europe 

• The Jewish communities in tlestern Europe have many problem., largely the 

legacy of the l-~azi era. 'lith the exception of France where the Jewish commun-, 
nearly 

ity has/reaChed ita pre-Bitler population, a s a result of the influx of over 

100,000 Jeus from Eastern Europe since the er.d of t he war, all the Je\.,ish coo-

munities in '''estern Europe ere m.e shadows of their former selves. The follou-

ing table shows t he shrinkage in population of these communi tie a: 

Pre- "'er Present 

Austria 190,000 10,000 

Belgium 90,000 35,000 

Denmark 6,000 6, 000 

FinlaDd 2,000 1,750 

France 300,000 300, 000 

Ger_ 600,000 30,000 • Greece 75, 000 6,000 

Italy 45,000 :33.000 

Luxembourg 2, 500 1,200 

Netherlends 130,000 22, 000 

Norway 1,360 950 

Sweden 10. 000 1,,000 

Turkey 70,000 50,000 

Y\J€oslavia 75,000 6,750 

'lual.i ty is sometimes a function of quantity. The institutions which 8 

large co_unity Can afford are denied to small communities. If this were not 

enough to pose e real problem of sp iritual survival to the ghost communities 

of Western Europe, t here are additional factors which aggravate tbe problem: 

• the impoverishment of the r emnant of the communities, the age etructure of the 

remaining population ( treighted on the side of the aged), the process of s:ryiritual 
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erosion Hhich set in along ,-,ith the eoancipation of the communities, end U:.e 

destruction of great spirituel centers of Ep~tern EuroTle upon l1hich the J e"1-

ish communi ties of \1eatern Europe used to drew for replenishment of their 

01~ depleted spiritual resources. ~esicellyl the Jewish cOmLunities of 

Use tern Europe beve one overriding probls-o in comtlon, the problem of survivel 

as Jewi sh coccunities. 

Even in the field of cultural reconstruction, the UJA ~S, throQgh the 

JDC, been p.ble to make Borne contribution to the \'lest E urOpSf'D Jewish commun

ities. Thus. the JDC bas provided the meeDS for the development of 8chools, 

centers end r eligious institutions pmong these co~un1tle8 . (It should be 

noted that to pcco~lish this objective the JDC receives funds elso from the 

Conference on list erial ClP.il!Is Against Gert::lallY which distributes. '9art of the 

proceeds derived from the repera tioDe pt' id ty Germany) . Hotlever, the l'rinci

p~l effort of the JDC In Uestern Euro~ ~s consisted in providing indispenB

eble soclel services to the aged, the chronicelly 111, the phTsicplly handi

cep~ed. and t he unemployable in those countries where the local finencial 

resources ere l acking to meet these needs. The help extended by the JDC 

t~kes Menr forms: the B~rt of old er:e homes. cash pssistpnce. 10eDs to 

establish persons in small businesses, medic?l services, etc. In addition 

the .me provides 8 lares !)p.rt of t he bud.&et for the aRT schools in Europe. 

numbering 88 training units end installations. with pn aver~Ge eggregate 

annual enrollment oJ! about 4,200 end e. y-eE'lrly turnover of about 8 ,000 students. 

All in all about 44,000 JeNs in Ueatern Europe receive some form of assistp.I1ce 

from the JDC . These people are helped e1 ther by direct grants frOIll the JDC 

or, wherever feasible, by locel institutions subventioned by t he JDC • 
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J. The IDA in fli scelleneous Countrie s 

'fhroU€h the JDC. the United Jelo;1sh Appeel a lso supports activities in 

behalf of refugees from Nazi Euro~ and post-liorld War II immigrants who have 

set t led in Austrplia . Brazil. China. Dominican Reuublic. Heiti, Philippines 

end Uruguay. The reas on for this program of relief i s t h2.t the countries 

enumera t ed have absorbed a disproportionately I prge number of Jewi~ r efugees 

pnd t hat the care of those who have not yet become self- sufficient is beyond 

the means of the loed J ewish communities .. '11 th the passing of time the number 

of t hese refugees requiring the sU9Plement pry help from the JDC will, inevi

t pbly, diminish. 

(Note: For e resume of the JDC !)rogr!"m in l!or th Africa see Page 39- 4(1) 
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• Statistice l Data On USA Campai gns 

1 . Allotments From Communities - 1932 Through 1957 (estimated) 

1939 - 1947 $351,736,000 

1948 $146,500,000 

1949 101, 550 , 000 

1950 85,100,000 

1951 78 .700, 000 

1952 66 , 300 , 000 

1953 63 , 300,000 

1954 56 , 500 , 000 

1955 56 , 000 , 000 

1956 Regular- 56, OOo,oOO • SSF -lZ , 000 , 000 
73,000, 000 

1957 Regul2r- S6, OOo, oOO 
EIiF -)0, 000, 000 

86 , 000 , 000 
812,9:10, 000 

$1 , 164, 686,000 
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2. Cash Recei ved From All Campai gns For The Cal endar Year s 1932 Through 1957 
(est i mated) 

1939 - 1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 ReeuJ.e.r - $60 . 032. 000 
SSF - 10. 557. 000 

*1957 Regular 
SSF 
LBF -

$35. 942. 000 
3.914.000 
6. 263. 000 

*Jan. 1s t - July 31st i ncl usive . 

$147. 305. 000 

111.393. 000 

89 . 009 . 000 

80. 084. 000 

69 . 753. 000 

63 . 001.000 

48.614.000 

58. 797. 000 

70. 589. 000 

46.119. 000 

$314. 244. 000 

784. 664. 000 

$1. 098. 908 
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3· • TOTAL '" ~ 
1939-1947 160. 962 .000 114.944.000 25.105.000 870.000 301. 881.000 

1948 66 . 914.000 64.959.000 10.506.000 )45.000 142,724,000 

1949 42.410 .000 50,699 ,000 13.803,000 )0,000 106. 942. 000 

1950 30.582, 000 44 . )45.000 2 .222 .000 9,656.000 86 .805 . 000 

1951 22,910,000 47.982,000 1, 293 ,000 5. 082. 000 77. 267.000 

1952 18,865.000 42.699.000 756.000 2. J48 .000 64. 668 .000 

1953 18,697.000 40.71>.000 424.000 1.169 .000 61. 002. 000 

1954 13.552,000 29 .885.000 512.000 1,004.000 44.953.000 

\, 1955 17. 369 .000 36 .566,000 253.000 677.000 54. 865.000 

1956-lleg . 18 .151.000 37. 555.000 708 .000 56.414.000 
- SSF 10,~,000 10, 288 ,000 

47.9),000 66 .802.000 

*1957 Regular 10.562,000 32 , 879.000 
SSF 942.000 
" RF 250,000·· 445.000 

421,634,000 - 551,732.000 55,1"-".000 21.089,000 1. 245,000 1,050. 824 .000 

* Jan. 1st - July 31st. 1957 

• • United H\as Servi ce 
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4 . Campaign Expenses For Crurmai ens 1948 - 1957 

5. 

The retio of expenses of the United Je\.,ish Appeal for 1948 t hrough 

1957 are as f ol l ows : 

19li8 - 2. 6~ 

1949 - 3. 7 

1950 - 4, 2 

1951 - 4. 4 

1952 - 4. 6 

1953 - 4. 9 

1954 - 5.4 

1955 - 5.7 

1956 - 4. 7 

1957 - 4. 2 ( •• timet.d) 

RecaiDt of Israel Bonds 

The follo\d.ng ere t he I srael bonds r eceived by tbe ID.A i n the cdendar 

ye. r 1952 through 1957: 

1952 - $1. )88.991 

1953 - ? 226, 228 

1954 - 3. 738. 217 

1955 - 3.643. )92 

1956 - 4.382.878 

1957-- 3. 604. 331 

-J an. 1st - July 31.t. 1957 
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e 6. Report on UJA Loan Projects 

• 
c. 

• 

A. The information on the 1954 Consolidation Loan is as fo110\·ts : 

The authorized l oan \'I8S $75, 000. 000. 

120 communities borrowed $64.751, 000. 

The average rate of interest was 4 percent. 

B. The information regarding the 1956 Renewal Loan is as fol l ows: 

The purpose of the Renewal Loan was to borrow $40 , 000 , 000. 

$30, 000 , 000 of \'Ihich had already been repaid on the Consolidation 

Loan, and an f'.dditione~ $10.000, 000 . to bring the totel borrowing 

by the UJA to the authorized $75,000 , 000. 

100 cities participated in the Renewal Loan and borrowed 

$42 .886. ODD. of \-:hich $:31,395 . 000 was money that had been r epaid 

on the Consolidation Loan, and $11,471, 000 '"tas new money_ 

The average r ate of interest was slightl y under ~ percent. 

In 1957 reneb'ds on behalf of communities whose reppyments 

during 1956 and ~57 \-rer e such as to allow for addi tiona! r enewals 

since J anuery 1st have amounted t o $11,741 , 000. 

As of July :31. 1957 , the CJA has notes out standing in the 

amount of $51, 8:30. 000 • 
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7. Cities Conducting Spring Campatgns Which in 1957 Have 
Exceeded PreViouS High Yep.r 

Chapel Hill , North Carolina 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Denver, Colorado 

Detroi t, Nich1&an 

Dover, Ne", Hampshire 

Elsinore, CalifOrnia 

Englewood, New Jersey 

Holl)'VOod, florida 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Lake Hia\18.tha, New Jersey 

LeVi ston, Maine 

lU.am1., Florida 

Nevnan,Georgia 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

Newtown., Connecticut 

Palm Springs, California 

Phoenix, Arizona 

Princeton, Hew Jersey 

St. Petersburg, Florida 

San Ber nardino , California 

San Diego, California 

San FranCiSCO, California 

Tucson, Arizona. 

Tu1 s a , Oklahoma 

t'11111m&ntl c, Connecticut 
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8. Ci ties Conducting Spring Campaigns which in 1957 are Expected to 
Eeceed Previous High Year 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Columbus. Ohio 

}.it. Pleasant , Pennsylvania 

Teaneck, lIew Jerse7 

Ypsilanti. Michigan 
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9. Amount Contributed by tloments Division 

Since 1946, the inception of the National Woments Division, until 
the end of 1956, women contributed to community campaigns throughout 
the country over $135 . 000,000. It is estimated that by the end of 
1957 this figure will total close to $150,000,000 , including contribu
tions to this year's Emer 8ency Rescue Fund • 
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Funds Raised Outside the United States by the Je\>tish Agency Through 
Karen Hayesod and Yout h Al iyah 

Hay 19L!8 to 1950 $17. 5L!8 . 000 

1951 8.558. 000 

1952 11. 332. 000 

1953 12,094 , 000 

1954 9.302.000 

1955 9. 290 .000 

1956 16. 269 . 000 

Estimate for first half of 1957 11.000.000 

$95. 393.000 

From 1950- 1955 , the above BUllS tlere r l'ised in the r El.tic indicat ed 
bel ow: 

England 

Canada 

South Africa 

l'iestern Europe (Frence, Ital y and 
:de nelux) end lIorth Africa 

LAtin Amarice , Australia, N'En-I Zealand 

United States 

percent 

3.) 

2. 7 

2. 0 

2. 0 

5.5 

84.5 
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H. Funds raise d outside the United Sta tes 
by t he American Joi nt Distribution ~~ttee 

1948 $3,133,785 .40 

1949 878.700.00 

1950 840,300.00 

1951 712,400.00 

1952 16 1,700.00 

1953 117,800.00 

1954 625,700. 00 

1955 500 , 400.00 

• 1956 585,700.00 

• 
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• N. Contribution of Israel's Taxpayers Towards 
Absorpti on of bmnigrants 

The Israel Government budget does not distinguish between services 

rendered to the settled population and expenditures on behalf of new im-

migrants. However, the following summary indicates the financial sacrifices 

made by the people of Israel In thei r effort to provide essential services 

t o the newcomers. 

Personal Income. To realIze the full extent of the financial sacrifices 

made by the people of Israel on behalf of the newcomers, one must bear in 

mind that personal income In Israel is much lower than In the United States . 

The average daily earnings of industrial worker s In 1956, for example , were 

$5.40; the average monthly salary of Government employees $142. (The legal 

4It minimum wage for unskilled workers in the U. S. is $8.00 a day or $160 a month.) 

Out of a total labor force of 560,000 IsraeliS, only 15,000 had an annual in-

come of $3,000 or above; only 1,750 earned $5,000 or more a year. 

~come Taxes. As shown i n the attached table, income tax rates in Israel 

are far hi gher than in the U. S. Because of the generally low level of per-

sonal income and certain exempti ons for settlers in border and development 

areas, the total number of taxpayers in 1956 did not exceed 280,000 0 

Defense Levy. In addition to income t ax , IsraeliS currently pay a 

special Defense Tax amounting t o between 5 to 17\ per cent of taxable income. 

Other Taxes. BeSides direct taxes, IsraeliS pay high excise -- purchase -

and other indirect taxes, including a special Absorption Taxes in the fo~ 

of excises on tobacco, liquor and other commodities. 

• Voluntary Contr ibutions and Loans o To fi nance defense needs and the 

expansion of essential Covernment services, I sraeliS have su~scribed t o many 

~. 



4It Covernment loans and bond i ssues. A special IL 50 mi llion ($28 million) 

Covernment loan for immigrant housing and a IL 10 million ($5.6 million) 

Debenture Issue of the Keren Hayesod will provide addi tional funds for the 

rehabilitation of immigrants out of the $na ll 84vings of the settled popula

tio~ 

• 
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lDo2me T~ Rates in Ia~ael as gomeared tQ U.S. 
(a) 

Married 
Taxable Inoome Single §1ll&~ S~Ds:le H...amzl ~ne ~b!;W 
IL $ Im:aai I[!rael !lIS. l~rl!!] u.s . . Israel-U,S, 

Under 32 Over 32 yrs . (Jt.Ret . ) 
Years of age 

2,400 (1,344) $ 130 $ 95 $ 121 $ 53 $ l. () 25 - $ 
~ 

3,600 (2,016) 317 268 242 209 122 170 2 

4,800 (2, 688) 541 481 364 412 244 372 124 

6,000 (3,360) 821 753 496 693 368 634 248 

7,200 (4,032) 1,156 1,082 625 998 485 928 365 

8,400 (4,704) 1,537 1,453 764 1,335 6U 1,258 491 

9,600 (5;376) b ) 1,958 1,867 902 1,709 728 1,628 607 

Note I In both U.S. and Israel schedules. normal deductions were allowed 
before computation. Israel pauma hate ""en translated into dollars 
at the official rate of IL 1.800 _ $1.00 •. 

a) This table does not include curr~nt defense taxes l evied at 
5-17t per cent of taxable income. 

Married 
6 ~b~l!ll:gD 
;!;srael-U.S. 

~ ., - 0 -

121 

314 " 
562 128 

1J4l. 245 

1,169 371 

1,535 487 

b) Le •• than ~ per cent of all taxp"O"'rh in Israel in 1955/56 had an annual 
taxable income exceeding this amount. 

• • 

• 
'" '" Harried 

J gh~Jilren 
I§£ael-U.SM 

0 - $ -

76 

250 

485 8 

756 125 

1,078 251 

1,435 367.68 
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v. 19S6 EXPEl1DI=S MID 1957 BUDGETS 

A. Jet-rish Agency For Palestine 
(Expenditures f r om October 1, 1956 - March }1, 1957) 

The original budget of the Jet·dah Agency for 1956/57 was based on an 

anticipated immigration of 60, 000 persons in the course of the fiscel year 

end total ed IL 187,280 , 000 ($125 , 477 . 600). lHth the sudden steep increase 

in immigration figures, however, estimates were r evised upward to 2 total 

of IL 220 , 730,000 ($147. 889 , 100) fo r an anticipated influx of 100. 000 net-,.. 

caners. Among the cost importent c~nge9 : en IL 15. 900 , 000 increase for 

inmigrant housing: en IL 4.750,000 increase for trensportetion aDd services 

abroad: P.D IL 8 , 000 , 000 incre~se in initial absorption costs : and an increa se 

of IL 1. 260.000 in the budget of the Youth I~igretion Department. 

Ago?inst t his revised budget , t he Jel'fhh Agency duriDG the fi r st half of 

the current fiscel year spent IL 90 , 122, 475 ($60, }82, 058) , or about 41 per 

c ent of total budgetary estimates. In addition, orders pmo~ting to 

IL 19,401, 809 ($12 , 999 ,212) had been placed with suppliers end contractors 

as of f.iarch 31, 1957, indica ting that a ctual eX!lenciitures in the course of 

the fiscal yee:r '1ill come up to or even exceed budgetary estice tes. 

The fo110\11%18 fiew-es IIlE!Y serve to illustrete the current retio bet''Ieen 

expendi tures and immigr£ltion. 

During the period under reVi et1, the Je\.;lsh Agency spent on activities 

di rectly connected tn th the rehabilitation of iom~ants dur ing their first 

year i n the country (Immigrption. Absorption. Housi~~. Youth Imoigr~tion end 

Agricultural Settleoent) a sum of IL 68, 689 , 000 ($46, 022. 000) . Since total 

immigrat ion during the first half of the current fise<l yeer r an to 60.000. 

expenditures per immigr~nt amo~,ted to l ess than ~770. 88 compar ed to t he 

steDrlard figure of $1, 000 for ta, rescue. 

refugee during his first yenr in Israel . 

trensfer and resettlement of one 
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This discrepancy bet,.,.een needs and actual expenditures adds t o the 

'l"bsorption backlog ' which M.8 pl egued the Je,.,ish Agency during the past 

eight years . Jelfish Agency Treasurer, Dov Joseph. estima tes t ha t the com

plete rehabilitation of the 844,000 lam~p.nts who arrived in Israel since 

the establishment of the Sta te ,~1l1 reo.uire en additional $:'300 million, in

cluding $160 mill i on for the consolidation of immigrant farms , $135 million, 

fer 'houtnE; f-or 27. 000 fm:liliesn).Ow:lllvlng ·in ... maabaroth and other temporary 

acco~odations . and $S million for the rehabilitation of social problem cases. 

The financiel requ1~ement8 of the Jewish Agency are shifting not only t . ~ 

with absolute iDmigration figures but with the particular composition and 

needs of each :u:::u:dgre.tion "'ave. Thus , the recen t influx of newcomer s from 

Easter n Europe has brought a considerabl e number of professionall y trained 

men and "Tomen ",hose experience end skill can make significant contributions 

to the tote! economic development of Isreel . However, to help these immi

gr ants find employoent in suitpble occupations. the Jewish Agency had to 

provide housing facilities in urban areaS where building costs are substan-

tiell:" higher than in the agricultuxpl sector ; insteed of the group approach 

of t he ship-to-settlement progrpm, newcomers bed to be councalled individ

ually; the scope of the Ulpp.uim (special intensive course s in Hebrew and e1-

lied subjects for professionals and white col l er workers) hed to be expended 

end special l oan funds had to be established for these new arrivals. At the 

same time , the increas i ng number of social probl em cases nmong recent ~i-

grants, especial ly among those from Egypt, necessitated additional expendi-

tures in other ar eas. 

Additional expenditures ''fere ph o incurr ed in connection with the neces

si ty t o provide immediate trenspor tat i on for immigrants whose passports wer e 

about to expire and to expand the Youth Immigrat ion scheme to provide train

ing facilities for an increasing number of t een- agers and younger chil dren 

among the nell arrivals. 
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• ACTUAL ALLOCATE!) 
EXPEIIDITUllES BtIDGET 
FOR 6 )lwms FOR 12 ~!O= 

llEPft.RTi·!E11T 10L1L~6 to ~L~lL~z EIIDIllG 2L~oL5.Z 
IL IL 

I I~igration Department 
(Transportation of immigrants , 
of \-Ihom 60 , 000 arrived in 6.773.180 17, 250', 000 
Israel during this neriod) 

II Absorption Depprtment 5, 491,127 18. 000.000 
(For reception p~ initial 
care of immigrants) 

II- a Health, education and 5,000,000 
employment of immigr~Dt8 

III Department for Child and Youth 5.273.646 11,000,000 
Immigration (Youth Aliyah) 

IV HousiDB of Immigrents 19. 054. 336 37 .900.000 

V Department of Agricul tura! 32.098,409 74,200.000 
Settlement 

• VI Allocations to Institutions 1. 254. 435 3,160.000 
of Higher Learning 

VII Rep~ent of Principal of 7. 870,322 23 ,825,000 
Long Term Loens and Other 
Obligations 

VIII Peymeot of Interest on Long 2, 463,682 5,000, 000 
and Short Term Loans 

IX Land Development Through 1,900.000 4.300.000 
Keren lf2yemeth 

X Administration 2.198,023 4,424,000 

XI Allocations to Sundry Drgpoiza- 677 . 910 1, 450,000 
Hons Out of Reper2.tion Funds 

XII Other Activities 4, 360, 476 13, 209 , 000 

XII I General Reserve 66.653 ).462.000 

Tabl IL • 90. 122,475 IL. 220.7)0, 000 

• 
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B • Americf'n Je\lish Joint Distribution Committee 

(Expenditures from Jpnuary 1. 1956 Through December 31, 1956 by 
Countries, Groups of Countries . Territories. Programs . Etc. ) 

GROUPS Yepr 1956 

European countries: 

Austria. end Germeny $1,400,000. 00 

Belgium 470 , 000.00 

France 1,160. 000.00 

Greece 62.000 . 00 

Rolland 51.300 . 00 

Hely 510. 000 . 00 

Norway, St'reden and Denmark 212.900.00 

Portugr>l 18.000.00 

Spein 39. 000,00 

Switzerland 70 , 000 , 00 

Yugoslr'.via 90.000.00 

Central and South America 35.000. 00 

Israel 11.052,000. 00 
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GROUPS 

North Africa aDd other t.ioslem. countries 
(Al gerie . Iran •• Morocco, Syria, Tan
gier,Tunisia , Etc.) 

Yenr 1956 

$3,550, 000,00 

Others 203.272.00 

Emigration and r elief in transit 7,147,247. 00 

Cultural and r eligious aid. Passover relief 795,000 . 00 

Cooperating orgenizatlons and miscellane-
ous items (Unclass i fied Geographically) 1.926. 530 . 00 

Oper ating ~xd service costs 
end oversees offices 

Nel'l York 
1,574, 600. 00 

TOTAL ••• ••• •• • • ••••• •• $30 , 366,849. 00 
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c. New York Association for New Americans 1956 Expenditures 

Central Reception and Referral 

Family Service - relief snd rehabi litation 

Vocational Service _ training and employment 

Office and Admini s trative services 

::iubventions ~ 

$ 17,741 

394 ,185 

76,192 

44 ,304 

148 ,528 

$ 680,950 

~Subventions are made to other community agencies which 

provide specialized services to newcomer families. NYANA 

does not duplica te services available from any other 

source • 
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" ,., D. Jewish Agency :Budget - 1957 

':!hen the first budget 'off' S drat·rn up i n October 1956 lore expected an l ll'!!lll-

grattoD of about 60,000 i n the course of 1957. By December 1956, t his estimate 

wes increased to 100. 000 . During the first six months of 1957, over 50,000 

immigrants srrived, substanti~ting the r evised es timates. 

The r eason for this sudden increase in immigration is indicated by the 

countries of origin of t he De..·,comerS. Of 60 .000 ,.,ho arrived bet\1een October I, 

1956 and Hay 31 . 1957. 6rf!., came from Ea stern Europe , 2.5% from Egypt aDd close 

to 1s,Z from Uorth Africa . For obvious reasons , we dare not slow down or post-

pone immigration, e spec ially from Eastern Europe . iTe have to fit our financial 

resources to the human needs. not vice versa. 

Tahl ~!eeds~ Or iginal budget estimates dr.?,m up l est fallon the basi s 

of an anticipated immigation of 60 , 000 ",er e It 187, 280,000 ($125,477.600}, 

current budget esttmptes amount to e totel of It 220.730, 000 ( $147 .889,100 ) 

tha t i s IL 33,450 ,000 ($22, 411,.500) mor e thPn the oriGiD.Bl estimates. HON-

ever. since actual immigrat ion figures mer nearly run double the origi~ 

estimates , it i s clee_r that even t his i ncreased budget I:1Py be i nadequete. The 

lIlt'.jor problem in the whole financiP l picture i s the ~estion of housiJl€. 

A few figures mey i ndicate the extent of th~ Government's spending in the 

field of hous i ng (excl usive of publ ic buildings). In 19.5.5/56. the Israel 

Government 8~ent IL 37.660,000 ($2.5.232,200 - ) on pl l housing act ivities . ~e 

1956/57 development budget i ncluded IL 24,850 , 000 ($16, 468,600 ) for housing. 

The proposed development budget for 1957/58 provides IL 43, 300, 000 ($29,011,000) 

for housing. I f one t akes i nto account that only 65-70% of all Government ex-

penses on housing go for dwellings for ne,., immigrants it appears that Je\'Jish 

Agenqyls pprticipation matches or actually exceeds t he expenditures of the 

Government in this field. 
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The Jel:lish Agency's bud{;et for the current year a llocates IL 37.900.000 

($25.393.000 .) - for housiDg 8S against estimated requirement of $80 , 000,000 

for imcigrent housing in t he course of the year. 

Immigration and Absorption: This category covers costs of transporta-

tieD, reception, screening. initial household goode. initial aid to social 

ceses, u~eep of Maabareth and related activities. These are fixed costs 

which ce.nnot be postponed and very directly with the number of ne"lcomers. 

Duri~ 1956. \then $000 ne'-TcaoerS arrived in Isreel. the Jewish Agency 

spent IL 18.585.000 ($12. 451 ,950) on these activities. The current budget 

allocates IL 35 ,290 ,000 ($23.644,300. - ) for immigration and Sbeorption. This 

increase reflects not only the anticipated increase in immigration but three 

fectors involved in the current i~igration: a} t he Deed to bring people via 

transit centers instead of by direct route; b} the greeter number of social 

cases , eS:':leciEolly f rol!l Egypt i c} the increesing number of professione.ls and 

skilled ,.,orl:::ere emong the ne\'lCOmerS who must be settled in urban areae and 

must be deelt \"lith on an individual bflsis rE'ther then by the group al)proach 

ueed in the ehip-to-settlement program. 

Youth Immigration: DuriDg the pest few yeere, the number of wards in 

tra ining he.s fiuctueted aroUIld 1), 000, i. e. I ne,., \offOrdS were accepted only 

at the rate at ,-,Mob others graduated end vacated places for them. During 

the current years. Youth Aliya anticipates that bet,.,een 6,000 to 7,000 ne\"l 

wards must be absorbed into the progrem. Since the averpge r ate of gradu-

a tion is about 4, 000 per yeex. this means an expansion of the Youth Aliya 

network by about 2, 000 to ) , 000 plE'ces. This need for expansion is reflected 

in Youth Aliya ' . budget: IL 11.000.000 ($7 .370. 000) .s a&ainst IL 9.640.000 

( $6. 458. 800 •. -) e"Panded durill/l 1956 • 

Agricultur~l Settlement: This one item which shows the r elatively 

smallest increase in budgetary estimates over l ast ,.eprls expenditures in 
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the J~·,ish Agency'S Department for egriculturf'cl Settlement. The budget for 

~ this department for the current year is set at IL 74.200.000 ($49.714.000.-' 

rsmmppred to actual expenditures ~mounting to IL 72.640 . 000 ($48.668, 800.~) 

• 

during the past year. Yet this figure does not reflect actual needs but 

rather the strnin put on the Agency's finencial resources by pressing in-

crepses in the fi eld of immigration. absorption and housing. 

Here is ,·,hat static egricul tural expend! tures means in terms of practical 

work: a) investments for the development of young settlements ",ill fall be-

hind schedule involving hardships for the settlers and 10s8 of potential pro

ductivity ",hich could have replaced costly imports of food and fodder; b) 

Government and Je\Jish Agency funds must be syent on public works projects to 

provlde a minimuc existence for the settlers who cenn8t su~port themselves 

fully by "TOrl~ing their O\'lll farms becpuse they do not have the necessary li ve-

stock eo.nd eo_uipment: c) irrigation schemes will be postponed or slowed down, 

resulting in a slo' .... -do\m in the development of Israel' 8 spersely populated 

semi-arid regions. (Tbe develo~ent of these erees is vital for Israel not 

only for the creating of ne", hO!:!es for immigrants snd increasing agricultural 

output but also fo r security reesons.) This in turn means additional non- pro-

ductiv9 expenditures because border settlers ease the strain on Israel's mil-

itary patrols along the country's frontiers. Yet des~ite the urgent need to 

settle seni-arid areElS in the south, the Je\rlsh Agency's budget for irrigation 

during the current year is actually less than l ast ye~r'8 expenditures. 

(Budget: IL 8,920,000 ($5,976,400. - ) e. ege1n. t IL 9,016,000 ($6,040 ,720. - ) 

spent on i rrigation l ~ st year.) 

Education and · Culture: The main iDcre~se in this expenditure category is 

due to t he need to expend t he UlnPJlim, the nebrew I pnguage seminaries for pro

e fe ssionals end ,.,hite collar \·,orl:ers among tha immigrants. The recent imoigra

tion be.s bro,,€ht many people \-,ith trainiog. skill and experience which the 
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country needs urgently. Yet they will not be eble to return to their pro

fessions before they have acquired e. minimum kDot11edge of Hebrew. In addi

tion, the Je~'/ish Agency will haVA to expand its program. of Youth clubs and 

pre-vocational training centers in immigrant settlements and urban housing 

projects assigned to immigrants, in order to provide guidance and training 

for immigrent youngsters \.,he must "fork part-time to help support t heir f 2.m

ilies. Also, the Je,.,ish Agency's program of providing high-school schol ar

ships for imigrE' nt youngsters \'/ill have to be expanded to help the increas

ing number of teenagers E'JDODg the ne\-, arrivals. To meet varigated needs in 

the field of education end culture . the Jewish Agency's budget f or these ac

tivities has been eet at IL 9.895.000 ($6,629 , 650.-) as compared to 

IL 7,183.000 ($4. 812 .610.-) expended on these activities l~st year. 

Loan Rengyment: ]ec~use of the need to cover part of jts program by def

icit financing. the Jewish A€;encyls budget sho,·rs en increased appropriation 

for interest and 10~n repayments. i.e •• IL 29.225,000 ($19,580.750.-) as 

~gainst IL 18, 277,000 ($12 . 245,590. - ) spent on interest and loen repeyments 

l ast year. 

Heal tho Education. ani Public 1'jorks Secemes: Up to this year, all p11b

lie heelth services and elementary education for i mmigrants, and public ,.,orl:s 

employing immigrants. were financed out of Gover:ament tax receipts . Hm·;ever, 

the increesed tempo of immigration requires substantial expansion of schools 

and hospitels. Because of the I s!"ael Treasury's ot-m. shortage of funds, the 

Government has aslced the Je,.,ish Agency to contribute tcnl8.rds the costs of 

expanding these facilities and ·a sum of IL 5. 000.000 ($3.350. 000.-) bes been 

allocated for this purpose. 

Other Expenditures: The above outline gives the main aspect of the 

Jewish Agency! s program. H01·rever, there ere e number of other expenditure 

16. 



• 

• 

• 

items such BS allocations to the Jewhh Uational Fund, alloca tions on account 

of the JS\11ah A&ency's share in German Restitution PpYIllents . information 

services, administration and reserves for contingencies which are i ncluded 

in the Jetnsh Age ncy's budget • 
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Budget for an Uncertain Year 

Charles H. Jordan 
Dlrector.General 

for JOe overseas operations 

Report made to the Annual UJA Conference 
December 1-2, 1956 

This report is being written as the world enters a period of uncertainly, 

crisis and change unmatched since the end of ~orld War II. The Jewish refugees 

from Hungary find their way into Vienna, as Israel declares that -. no matter 

what her borders w111 continue to remain open to lrml.igr.:l.nts , a s the questi"on 

of Jews In North Africa and other even more isolated Arab areas remains one of 

doubt and uncertainty. 

In the midst of such uncertainty, it i s clear t hat the tempo of history 

has grown speedier . \,'ho can be certain of the shape of the world six monthS' 

from now -- or next month? 

Who can, therefore , predict with any certainty what will be the nature 

of JDC's responsibilities in europe, in North Africa , in Israel? Who can 

predict the nature and extent to which JOC wi l l be ca lled upon t o provi de the 

wherewithal for rescue operations? '~at calls will be made this week, next 

week, next month for medicines, for food and clothing - _ and from what. area~ 

How many will reach Israel in December , in J anuary? And of those reaching 

Israel, how many will be aged, ill, handicapped and require inmediate care in 

one of the institutions operat.ed by Halben, t.he JOC welfare agency in the Holy 

Land? And who can say to what extent. the needs of Malben will have to be sub-

ordineted to other, even greater needs? 

For more than forty years J DC has dedicated itself to the succor of Jews 

caught up in catastrophe -- natural or man-made. To t he best of its ability, 

to the limit of its capacity, JDC -_ the lifeline of aid from the Jews of 
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Ameriea to the Jews of other areas -- will continue to fulfill its mission 

in the months ahead. 

This is a period of crisis and change. In such a period needs are always 

greater, not less. Any needs indicated here will inevitably grow l a rger; any 

aid will of necessity have to be increased. any goals now established may 

shortly, perhaps tomorrow, prove to be fer too small. 

At the time of the JOe Country Directors' Conference In Paris in the 

middle of October, before the events of the end of October and the beginning 

of November had t a ken place . it was estimate that JOC would require a minimum 

of $26,550,000 for 1957 to aid more than 210,000 men, ~omen a nd children In 

Europe, Moslem areas and Israel. 

With this sum JDC hopes: 

l In Israel, to operate and maintain -- through Malben -- nearly 7,000 beds 

for the aged, chroniea lly ill, tubercular and others in need of institutional 

services; to provide voeational opportunities fo r 500 handiea pped persons; to 

establi sh 1,000 dependent heads of f amilies in i ncome-produeing shops and 

s e rvices; and to make available these and o ther se rvices for hand i capped new

eomers in the country in order to help in the process o f adaptation and soci a l 

adjusement and to relieve the government of Israel of t he burdens whieh these 

unfortuna t e peopl e ~ould othe rwi s e present. 

# In Moslem areas, to put at the disposa l of 100 ,000 indi viduals, mostly 

ehildren, such food, clothing, medical aid, vocat i onal and educational f aci

lities a nd o ther serv i ces required t o combat poverty, di s ea se a nd i cnorance; 

and to help prepare them better for the future, e ither In their present 

countries of reSidence o r in Israel . 

# In Europe, to provide welfare assistance t o thousands in the f orm of 

cash aSSistance, medical ca re, care of the aged or other s ervices; to initiate 

and support plans f or long-term solutions through integr a tion or emigra tion; 
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to stimulate, guide and provide financial support for projects essential to 

the growth and strengthening of local Jewi sh communities, in the expectation 

that one day these communities will be independent of outside asslstnnce. 

In terms of the functional services to be rendered, of the total of 

$26,550,000: 

26 percent will be allocated for relief (in cash and in kind) to needy 

families for supplementary feeding for children and adults and for the main-

tenance of children's homes; 

34 percent for medical care and care of the aged, chiefly in Israel; 

10 percent for cultural, r eligious and educati onal activities 1n l'!oslem 

areas and I s rael; 

7 percent for reconstruction activities , including vocational tra ining 

and credit institutions; 

12 percent for buildins and equipping medica l institutions and old-age 

homes in Israel as well as the development of facilities essential to 

European Jewry. 

Various smaller progr ams an~ projects falling outside of the broad 

categories enumerated above will absorb the remainder. 

The 1957 budgetary r equirement s of the JOe, totalling $26,550,000 are as 

follows: 

ESTIMJTED 1957 REQUIRENCNTS 

Malben in Israel 
Moslem Countries 
\~estern Europe 
Other Countries 
Relief-in-Transit 
Reconstruction 
Cultural and Religious 
Other 

Total 

$12,000,000 
3,SCO,000 
3,982 , 000 

220,000 
2,450,000 
1,600,000 

660 ,000 
2,138,000 

$26,550,000 
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Following is a detailed description of JDC's 1957 budgetary requirements: 

MALDEN IN I SRAEL • • • • • • • • • • • •• Requirements; ~12,OOO.OOO 

The JDC welfare program in Israel (Hal ben) for handicapped new arrivals 

will in 1957 require an expenditure of $1,000 ,000 per month. ApprOximately 

55 per cent of thi s amount will be employed in maintaining a network of homes 

and hospitals providing care for more than 6,900 persons by the end of the 

year . The vari e ty of services to be provided is shown in the following table: 

INSTITUTIONAL CASElOAD AS OF DECENBER 31, 1957 

Type of Service Number of Beds 

• • • • Homes for t he Aged • • • • • • • • • • • 
Tuberculosis Service • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Chronic Disease Hospitals ••••••••• 
Insti tutions for the Aged Infirm ••••• • 
Menta l Hospitals ••••••••••••• 

• 
• • • • • 

• • • • • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • 

Children's Hosp i t a ls ••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
General nospitals ••• ••••• • • • • • • • • 

Total 

4,710 
475 
675 
',60 
400 
1SO 

55 

6, 925 

To reach thi s level of more than 6, 9CO beds by t he end of 1957, it will 

be neces sar y to provide fund s for the completion of some construction now 

under way; a new home for the aged a t Acre; completion of a 200-bed hospital 

for chronic diseases at Nahariya; and the completion of the Neve Avoth Home 

for the Aged. 

Despi t e the fact that 4 , 700 beds, or mor e t han t wo-thi r ds of ~~ lben ' s 

total i nstitutional facilities , a r e devoted to care of the aged, t here will 

remain a ver y substantial wa iting list of per sons r ecently arr ived in Israel 

for whom placement in a home Is essential to survival. One proer am deSi t ned 

to meet this need I s the establ ishment by Holben of 50 small apartments, each 

consisting of one r oom, plus kitchenette and other facIl iti es , for aged 

couples , who in addition will get a pension f rom JDC or cther sources . 

Eventually, this protram will provide 200 aparbnents, in addition the aged 

res idents will be given adequa t e medica l and welfare car e through Malben 

v iSi ting services . 81. 
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While Malben's institutional services absorb the major share of its 

$12,000,000 budget, other services include more than 20 sheltered workshops 

in which over 500 persons are employed in manufacturing such items as shoes, 

mattresses, underwear, furniture, handbags, etc. Here, the employees are 

partially disabled persons who otherwise would be totally dependent. The 

construction loan program is another major service of Malben which aids large 

numbers to become socially useful citizens. Wi th the aid of Malben funds, 

heads of families are being given an opportunity to establish shops and ser

vices in new settlements, housing developments and ma r ke t places. By the end 

of 1956, over 5,200 such businesses will have been established for the benefit 

of over 21,500 persons (including dependents). 

In 1957 Malben will furnish, as it has in the past. aid to hundreds of 

others throush its various social services . its occupa t iona l therapy program 

an~ lts clini cs . Included wi ll be provision of prosthetic and orthopedic 

appliances. In addition, Malben will intensify its cooperation with the 

Israel Governnent In the fight againsc n . An understanding has already been 

reached under which Malben will participa te In a coordina ted plan for prevent iv~ 

wor k in the TB field through chest clinics and home care. ]mplementation of 

this plan will be similar to the existing program for the coordinated tre~t 

ment of TB cases in hospital s . 

Another f actor responsibl e for the increase in the Malben budget by 

nearly a million dollars over that reqUired in 1956 is the spiralling price 

structure in I sr ael , which is increasing the cos t of fria lben of all goods and 

services. 

.'0SLEM COUNTRIES • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• Requirements: $3,500 , 000 

The political and economic disturbances in Moslem countries in 1956 are 

responsible for increased uncertainty among J ews in those a reas and for JDC's 

increased responsibiliti es over and above planned progrMns. Withou t g.;)lng into 
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the details of the general political Situation. ,~hich in al l li kelihood will 

be changed even further by onrushing events, it is of interest that the 

economic situation of the Jews in these areas has taken a rapid turn for 

the worse. For one reason, emigration to Israe l left the relatively least 

fit and healthy behind in Morocco. Consequently . in some communities more 

than 50 per cent of the Jews are on relief rolls. 

To meet reques ts for help from many Jewish communities earlier in 1956, 

JDC was forced to undertake an adult aSSistance program which reached 6.300 

persons each month in 20 communities. By the end of 1956, it is anticipated 

that 7,500 persons a month will benefit from thi s program. In addition, small 

work projects are being planned in a number of communitIes t o provide work for 

the unemployed. 

The need for Increased Joe financial assIstance i s even more likely: in 

Morocco, the communities formerly received substanti a l allocations fr~ the 

French Protectorate. It is a question whether or not such gr £nts will be 

forthcomIng in the future . In TuniSia, governmental subventions to Jewish 

institutions have alre3dy decreased sharply. The Jewish community of Tunis 

received less than half of the subventIons in 1955-56 it had received in 1952. 

Finally, the numbers of those requiring aid are at the present moment, 

despIte the fairly sizeable emigration, substantially t he same as they were. 

A large part of the movement of the Jewish population consisted of families 

and individua ls coming from regions in che interior and from l ayer s of the 

Jewish population hitherto largely untouched by JDC services. As for those 

JDC beneficiaries who have emigrated, they have since been replaced by others 

who have moved into the larger centers of population. Thus, no actual dlminu-

tion is likely to take place in the number of the ne~dy to be dealt with by 

the JDC. 

The operating principle of JOe for 1957 is the f ollOWing: to continue 

and even to expand, wherever necessnry, current programs of child care aM 
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supplementary feeding: of medical care for both chiJiren and adults; of , . 
educational religious and cultural activities, and other relief and 

rehabilitation services. 

There are an estimated 500,000 Jews in l.torocco, Algeria, Tw:ilsia and 

I ran of whom nearly 100, 000 are ree..ebed i n one w~ or another by JDO services. 

These programs are largely oriented towards providing welfare services 

for Children and youth. There are approximately 35 , 000 children receiving 

supplementary feeding ~hrough JDC-supported canteens and other central 

feeding establishoents. Hedical care is extended to about 22.000 through 

aSE institutions in ?rench North Africa and through direct oper a tions 

elsewhere. Xindergarte~S t nurseries, orphanages and ot~er suCh establish-

menta assist over 7,000: schools, p~incipally Alliance schools, but also 

educational facilities run by the Ozar Hator~, local communities and the 

Lubavitcher , as well as separate Hebrew courses, are attended Cy more thaD 

70 , 000 persons. 

Over 5.500 persons receive vocational training through ~he JDC-

supported services of CRT. U. S. Department of Agriculture surplus foods 

are widely employed to improve feeding standards in the canteens ~d are being 

used in a parcel dis t ribution program to about 6.300 benefiCiaries. 

In Iran. where the situation is still some\1hat more settled than in 

other Hos lem areas, plans for expanded activities have been UJldertaken by 

a renascent Jewieh community. Plans now call f or the organization of Mother, 
and-child health centers in Ramadan. Kerman and Yaz4.. where 1 avettes t- ·:l.ve 

to be distributed, milk and epee~al bab1 food provided. There will also 

be facilities for bathing babies: expectant and nursing mothers will be given 

advice and guidance. In Tehran, the establishment of a second kindergarten. 

in co~eration with the local Ladies Oommittee, has been decided upon. 

Shiraz will also get a kindergarten. 84. . . 



The budgetary requirements for 1957 are estimated at $3,500 ,000, the 

e same amount that w~ allocated by the . JDC for 1956. 'l'h.e amoun!!.. finally 

:teguired ma.y total substantially more. 

• 

• 

WESTEEm iUROPE • •. . . . . . .. .• . . . • . ••......•••. . . • Requirements: $J,982,000 

Ten years ago JDC helped over Jqo,ooo persons in Western Eu;ope to cope 

with the immediate emergency problems of day-to-daY living. This year the 

combined caseload for Western Europe numbers a little under )0 ,000, but the 

nature of the problems being dealt with is markecUy different. 

These JO, OOO individuals represent B residual oBseload of both nati~e 

and IF Jews, a large percentage of whom Vill remain dependent upon Jewish 

communal furds for some UtQ3 to cone. A recent stat1stical survey of the JDC 

oash relief rolls in Western Europe, totalling about 15,000 beneficiaries, 

indicated that «PPEOximately two-thirds of the caBeS involve permanently 

handicapped persons . . 

Intensive efforta are being made by the JDC to provide long- term 

solutions in en effort to reduce the caseload. In cooperation with the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees . lifetime care has been arranged for 

a number of aged persons in Italy . 

Funds have been ad4ed to existing loan funds , and new credit institu

tions have been established, in 9rder to make business opportunities access

ible for hitherto dependent cases. The vocati onal activities of ORT 

(financially supported by the JDC) ere expected to bear fruit in the long run 

when some of the younger members of dependent families become skilled and 

obtain employment as a means of making the family as a whole self- supporting. 

Integration grants are given to JDC assisteea in order to help them in 

establishing themse]~es i n local communities . By all these means, includiOf 

the emigratioD , howevsr lioited, of socially assisted cases, there is some 

possibility of a reduction in the caseload. However, the r ate of contraction 
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1s not likely to be sharp and its irnyact on the welfare requirements will be 

• hardly discernible in 1957. 

• 

Since 1954, in cooperation with the Conference on Je\oJish }.taterial claims 

Against Germany, a special effort has been under way to develop l ocal Je\dsh 

community etuctures and organizations . Basic wel fare services, such as 

homes for the aged, children's homes and hospitals, have received financial 

support. Funds have also been reserved for schools and religious institutions, 

and the development of comouni~y center s has played a significant role in this 

program of capital investments. 

The JDC's 1957 relief and rehabilitation budget for Wos t ern EUrope in-

eludes approximately $600,000 for capital investcents . The results of t hese 

inv9stmeots are expected to make themselves evi~ent in improved standards of 

care, 10 satisfying hitherto unmet needs for i nstitutional services , and by 

strengthening and reinvigor a ting Jewish co~a1 interest and Jewish co~muna1 

life in the remaining co~itles of any eize in Western Europe. It is hope

fully anticipated that this long- range progTao 'diU prepare t~e local commun-

ities to assume a larger share of thA financial responsibilit,y for their 

social needs and to that extent ease tho burden on Jewish sources of funds 

from abroad. 

In terms of numbers of assistees , end the amount of financial help called 

upon from the J DC . the principal programs are situated in the fQrmer IIP 

countries, Austria , Germany and I taly;, and in Belgium and France. 

Austria: There are approximately 10.500 Jews in Austria, over 90 per 

cent of whom reside in Vienna. Because the age cocposition is heavilY weight-

ed on the side of the aged, an unusually large segment in the foreseeable 

future is or will be in need of. assistance . 

e Approximately 2,100 persons r egularly receive aid either through the 

Kultus~emeinden or through the direct JDC operation. The Vienna 
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Xu! tuagemeind, subventlol}ed b7 the JDC, p rovides aSsi stance regularly to 

e approximately 680 persona, of whom about 40 :!ler cent are . over 60 years of 

age and anoth€.. , 2S per cent are permanently unemployable. 

• 

• 

Germany: The last remaining J ewish DP camp in Germany, Camp Foehrenwald, 

will no longer be a s i gnificant f actor in budgeting. Through the integration 

and reset tlement acheme initiated 80me time ago , more or l~ss permanent 

solutions were worked out for the residual cacp population . With the aid of . . 

substantial grants made avail able by JDC, as well as matchi ng gr ants and 

housing facili ties by the German governcent. it is expected that the ~ehren-

weld faoilies remaln1.Dg in Gero~ will in tice be absorbed and integrated 

into various Je\fiBh cqraounitie s. There are, however, a number of partie-

ularly difficult case! which ",111 continue t9 require help , to be extended 

to them thrOtlOl the local Jev,ish communities. 

The bulk of locally-needed welfare services will be assured by means of 

JDC grants to the J ewish Central j/elfare Af!.enq ,,;hos e memb~r communities 

now issue cash assistance regularly to about 1,900 persons; offer vocational . 

training: to about 90 : maintein 13 homes with a population of 510 aged persons 

and nine nursery schools caring for 220 children. 

I taly: In the l ast few years JDC, in Italy as well as in other European 

areas, has gi ven increasing support to the needs of the local, settled popu-

lation. Through the Union of I talian .JewiSh Communities , aid has been ex-

tended for relief as wel]. as related. services . ~~st recent reports indicate 

that nearly 1, 000 persons are receiving cash assiBtllllc e . the funds fo r which 

are in part forthcom tng ~om the local communit ies, the remainder . f rom JDC. 

'i1th the aid of JDC . the standards of r elief are slowly being raised to a 

minimum but effective level . 

Direct JDC aid ·in I taly r~aches some 500 DPI s and provi f.e s oedical and 

other services for ~ others. An import ant share of the funds now expended 
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for direct activities is employed in b~ba1f of post-TB cases aud t he :r 

4It dependants, numbering about 120 persons. 

Belgium: The assistance programs of the JDC are carried out in Belgium 

through support of three local. agencies, the most important of which is the 

A.I.V.G. of Brussels. Which has a c~ relief load of 1.046 persons~ llb i le in 

general the trend in the relief rolls of these agencies has been down, such 

savin~s as might be anticipated have been part1~ offset by rising costs. 

France: France is reported to have a Je\'1ish population of about :300.000 

or t\1c;....thirds of the total for Western Europe. Ij.'he nUllber of assistees in 

all services which are supported by the JDC, and implemented through local 

agencies, is over 14,000. 

The central fund rai~ing _ and welfare agency for the Peris regio~ (Fonds 

Social Juif Unifie) is rSJPonsible for carry!ng out the bulk of the services 

in behalf of both refu8ees and native persons. Its annual budget amo;.mts to 

approximately $2,500,000. of whiCh the JOO share represents between 30 per cent 

and :35 per cent, the remainder comin& from local , private, communal and 

governcenta+ sources. The number of beneficiaries of cash assistance totals 

about 2.700: there are over 800 children in 15 homes. 

A program was begun in 1954, With the aid of Clai". Conference fund., for 

the rebuilding, expansion or the establianoent. wherever necese~, of 

essential communal facilities and services, including schools, medical 

establishments, canteens, children's homes and kindergartens. Concern has also 

been shown for the necessity of strengthening Je\dsh co~a1 life both in 

Paris and in the provinces by allocating funds for the establishment of 

community centers. 

A factor which may 8erious~v upset the budget calculations for 1257 

4IIt arises in connecti~n with the emigration of Tunisian and Algerian Je,dsh 

families to Frence. While during the first five months of 1956 an average 
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of 32 immigrant families turned each month to the local Jewish t'felfare agencies 

e for assistance, currently' this number has doubled. A further deterioration 

of conditions in these countries will undoubtedly lead to a eonsiderab!y 

greater influx and the financial pressures on . the local 'felfere organizations 

'Will only be relieved by a larger measure of support from JDC together with 

the local community. 

• 

• 

Sweden. norwaY. Denmark. Holland: ~out 400 persons, many of th!!m former 

n patients, receive monthly \'I'elfare assistance in Sweden: a grant baa been 

allocated for establishing a HI;)J:Je for the Infirm, in order to deal with unmet 

needs for this type of service: .planning has begun for the establiShment of 

a cOmn1Wllty center in Stockholm: widespread support is being given to various 

and cultural activities , particularly in behalf of recen~ly resettled refugees 

finding themselves somewhat isolated in the Emeller towns. 

In Norway, a small assistance program, a8 well as a scholarShip program 

destined to provide training opportunities for unskilled refugees, represent 

the services currently subventioned b.Y JDC. 

~ile the Danish Jevish eomcunity has supported local welfare require

ments without calling upon JDC for aid. it has had to delay- much needed 

~epalrs to various institutions for lack of adequate funda, It is for these ~ 

specific purposes t l?at some small allotoents were made available for a home for 

the aged and for a aynagogue in Copenhe&en in 1955 end 1956 and it 10 p1Mlled 

to make small grants for aim~lar projects in 1957. 

The D.ltch government l:..aa _given approval tOt Blld is providing two-thirds 

of the cost oft the 9gustruation of e. ouch-needed Jewish mental hospital with 

a capacity of 76 beds . The remaining third of the cost is to ~ furnished 

by JDC over a t~o-year period. the first installment of which is included in 

the 1957 budget • 

Switzerland: JOO covers about 20 per cent 'of the budget of the central 
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organization in Svitzerland whiCh concerns itself with aged, ailing ~d 

e ~therw1se handicapped refUgees . The cash relief load of this organiz~t1on 

averages about 350 conthly and the Hooe for the Aged houses about 120 . While -. - -

• 

• 

the number of persons requir ing cash assistance has declined, the total budget 

cannot yet _be mot out of r es ources available from the government and from the 

Swiss Jewish coccunity. 

Portugal and Spain: Small r esidual c8se1oade will continue to requi r e 

assistance. 

Greece . Yugoslavia: The bulk of the funds r eserved for Greece for 1957 

are i ntend,od for the ongoing r el i ef program conducted by t he Centr al Jewi sh 

Relief Organization, involving 340 benefici aries of cash assistence and 

medical care . 

In YU8os1avla , JDC fuJlds in 1957 will cover the bulk of the operating 

costs of a home for the aged, which w11l care for 120 cen and wOI:l6n snd t eed 

an additional 60 needy persons l iving outside the institution. Cash 

assistance will benefit approximately 300 persons . regularly, and consi~erabl8 

support will be given to kinder gartens and various cultural activities . 

OmER COUITRIES , •.. • ..• . ••• • •.. •• •• • •. • •.. .. • •. ......•• Requlrements: $220,000 

Relatively small uuabers of refUgees continue to require the aid of JDC 

i n the Philippines , Centr al Amer i c a .and China. $100 , 000 1s reserved for 

Australia, to enable local wel fare societies to abs9rb the appr eciable number 

of refUGees ...,ho have found asylum on that continent . In time, because of the 

m~ economic opportun~ties which that country offer~t they are exp~cted t o 

become self-eupportiD€. In the oeantime, during the transition peri od, new 

arrivals need help i n their d.ay-t~ l i ving, in tinding housing and in 

starting upon small business ventures. Currently, approxlaately 500 persons 

are beiDg ass i sted r egularl y • 

RELIEF_ IN-TRANSIT • • •• • •.• • ••• • •••••••••. ....• . • • ' . , Requirements : $2.450,000 
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The very substantial r el ief' needs \o/hich fall outside of the specific 

e country programs described above are me t through JDCl s relief-lzr.transit 

• 

services. In some respects, these programs are as important as any carried On 

anywhere by JDC. 

RECOilSTRU<:rIOH • .•.....•..•..••. ..• • .. •.•...... .. ... • RequirementO : $1,600,000 

In 1956, the JDC grant to the WOrld aRT Union totalled $1 , 450,000 and 

constituted approximately 60 per cent of' the gl obal budget of that 

organization . Through its vast net\oJOrk of schools in Europe and in }.Ioslem 

countries, appr ozimately 14,000 young peo~le re~eived training and instruction 

of varying duration , in a wide variety of skills and trades , the principal 

emphasis falling in the fields of mechanics, electrice1 repairs, carpentry, 

se\·dng , etc . In 1957, a grant of $1 ,450 ,000 for the World ORT Union is a&a.in 

foreseen . 

The credit institutions of the JDC have long played an important role in 

assisting Jewish pr ofessionals , artisans and smell businessmen to meet 

emergenGf needs . In r ecent years , the prograQs have been widely extended and 

enlarged in ~ope and in other areas such as Australia.,. ilorth .Africa and 

South Ameri ca . They are proving to be particularly useful in assisting in 

the integration of newcooers in the cmtntries of resettle~ent. There are 

27 such instituti ons and they are i ssui ng loans et R r ate of over 4, 000 

per annum 1~ith a total value of about $1 , 700. 000 . In order to continue and 

expand these prograos further, a sum of $150 , 000 is being reserved for 1957 . 

CULTUR.AL AiID RELIGIOUS ACTIVITI~S ••........ ... .....• Requiremfmts: $660 , 000 

For very many years JDC bas given financial assistance to various cultUral 

and religious institutions and projects in I srael . Currently 80 yeshivoth 

receive r egular mont~y grants froD the JDC and are give~ special ass istance 

• with respect to their central feeding establiShments where these exist. About 

1,700 refugees -- r abbis , cantors and their dependents -- benefit from 
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regular monthly grants, and support is given to six research projects in which 

4It 100 individuals are employed. The continuation of this worthwhile program 

vill require $660,000 in 1957 . 

• 

• 

<>mER • •••••••••••• ••.• • • • . •••••••••.•••••• . •...• •• Requirements: $2,1)8,000 

This general categor,y includes miscellaneous one- time gr&nts for 

activities generally cutting across geographical l ines! It includes the 

operating and service costs for JDCl s new York and Paris Headquarters and 

its professional and other overseas personnel, and the co st of the annual 

audit . Likewise included are such items_as the purChase and distribution of 

ma.tzoth, t:lahoh.mul and other Passover supplies for distribution to 

approximately 50,000 persons ; provision for special cultural projects suCh as 

supplementation of t eachers' salar~e. in areBS where the local community 

is unable to bear the full expense;' and various other specialized services • 
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F. Progrem ana ~l"tI.tl0Zl8 ot t~ . lfev York A880c"lation for "Kft Aoericana, Inc. 

1. Services 

The lle\., York Association for New Americans - llYAltA - ,.,as orgenized in 1949 

to provide settlement services for Je\.,ish refugees end immigrants in the 11e\1 

York metropolitan are~ (UeN York City, ilestcheater. Nassau and Suffolk Counties ). 

llYAllA has cared for approximately t\,To-thirds of all the Je,,,ish r efugees ttho 

arrived in the United States since 1949. More than 65,000 men, wocen end child-

ren h2ve been aided in Ne~1 York in the last eight years. 

NYANA provides the aid necessary to establish the newcol:ler and make him 

self- supporting in his ne\1 country as soon a s possible . If a newcomer M.B 

relatives in the city, they ere interviewed to ~etermine the amo~t of aid they 

ere abl e to give . NYAl!! then \'Iorl~s out ~n individU2l pl l'D with each family t o 

assist it financially end to hel~ in the adjustment in the coonunity. 

NYAltA'Ia Services : 

NYAu'A provides the followillg list of services. althoUGh not every refU8ee 

necessarily requires each service . The lellgtb of time that 9. refu8ee f emily 

may require helD from the oreanization vpries widely from family to facily, de-

pending upon the individuzl circumstances. In some instences . it is as short es' 

P \"leek, and in others hell) tlp-y be required for e year or more . 

NYA1~A Provides: 

Financiel a ssistance to aid the newcomer with: 

A Home - minimal furnishings end household necessitiES. 

Clothing - as needed to get the newcomer started in the comounity. 

Medical and Dental Care - utilizing clinics and other free fE'.cilities 
... rher ever p r ectical. 

M~intenance - for food, r ent , utilities and other besic necessities. 
Indiv.idual budgets are worked out according to each femily' s needs. 
based on accepted living standards in the 11e\'/' York City conanunity. 

Supplementation - in cases of !erge femilies ,.,here there is only one 
... rage earner. 
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A Job - utilizing the ne,.,comer IS skills wherever possible. 

Vocational Trainilltg - to adppt the newcomers sIcilIa to Americe.n oethoc.s . 

Sheltered i1orkshop - to provide work for elderly and handicapped ne\-r
comers, 

Business & Loan - to provide loans for the purcl~se of ampll businesses 
by newcomers unable to support t heir f pmilies for reasons of health, 
or l ack of industrial skills , and where retraining is not feasible . Al so 
provides loeDs for the purchase of necessary work toolSt union dues. 
and for soce professionals. such as doctors. to enable them to estab
lish themsel ves in practice. 

Counseling - a staff of trpined 60cisl worker s and vocational counselors 
assist the nS\'ICOmers ,dth their initia l adjustment problems end work out 
individual pl ens for ssttlecent, jobs. vocationel training, etc. 

DuriDg the first six months of 1957. llY.ARA served 4, 860 immigr2nts. ne2rl:y; 
two-thirds of whoa were Hungarians, 

2. Expenditures 

Expenditures for the first six months of 1957 totEl ed $782.20). allocated 
as follo~'lS e-mopg the agency 1 s services: 

Basic oelntenance - for food. rent. utilities and 
other necessities 

Homes and furnishi ngs 
Clothing 
Medice! end dentpl care 
Institutionel and foster care 
Shel tered \'Iorkshop 
Vocational training 
Business & Loan 
Couns611Dg Services (personnel) 
Administrative and Office Services (per sonnel) 
Oper ating expenses (rent , telephone, stationery and 

supplies, etc. ) 
Subvention grants to other org~nizations for special

ized \'rork with immie:rants not included in l-lYANA IS 

services 
Total 

$352.162 
109.156 
11. 612 
22,466 
7.140 
8.007 
8.175 
2. 250 

109.285 
47. 255 

28 .845 

75.850 
$782. 203 

NYlU!A Dikes every effort to operate on an economical and efficient basis 
in full recognition of the need to conserve UJA funds. I t maint ains a minimum 
staff to ~rovide basic services end increr ses it only when en emer gency arises, 
such as the recent influx of Eungerien ref~ees. 

nYAlTA Future: . ' 

It is estioated that e total budget of $1. 410.145 will be reouired for 
NYAFA services during the year 1957 . If eny of the bills now before Congress 
to liberalize immigration are pflssed, r:YANA \'Iil1 have to revise its estimtttes 
according to the increase in numbers of refugees to be admitted. 
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• 
G. Program and Operations of United Rias Service 

• United Hlas Service, the Jewish international migration agency, was 

established in .. ugust, 1954 as a consolidation of the Hebrew Sheltering 

and bnmlgrant Aid SoCiety, the United Service for New Americans and the 

migration services of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. 

To assist Jews In need of migration se.rvices or counseling, the ~orld Head-

quarters of United HiBS Service, situated in New York City, coordinates the 

global activity of close to 100 offices and cooperating committees in North 

America , Latin .mer tca, Europe, North and South Africa, Israel, Australia 

a nd Hong Kong. 

The United SCates Operations of United Hias Service, also located in 

New York City, works directly with governmental agencies and other national 

bodies to promote increased immigration opportunities. It renders pre· 

~ migration and protective services, maintains a location and search service, 

• 

furnishes por t and dock services for newly arrived immi gr ant s , operates a 

shelter in New York f or newcomers requiring tempora r y care, coordinates 

planned resettlement to local communiti es throughout the Uni t ed 5tates , in· 

eluding aid in integration, naturall~ationt and Americanl~atlon. A field 

staff assists communities t o meet various ki nds of problems of immigrants in-

eluding medical, vocational and social adjustment, and special socio·legal 

problems which arise because of the alien status of newcomers. 

The European Headquarters of United Hias Service, in Parts, i s re-

sponsible for supervision of the emigration program in Europe and North 

Africa . The European caseload includes apprOXimately 8 ,000 rpfugees and 

displaced persons in Western Europe who wish to emigrate to the United States, 

Canada, Latin Amer ica and Australia . In addition, the new Hungarian refugee 

influx early in 1957 totaled close t o 15,000 persons r egistered with United 
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Hias Service who were receiving emigration assistance to various Western 

~ immigration countries. In North Africa, United Hias 5ervice has developed 

an emigration service for Jews from Morocco and Tunisia with emphasis on 

special immigration projects to Canada and Brazil, as well as to other 

Western immigration countries. At present, opportunities are being developed 

for overseas immigration for Jews fleeing from Egypt and who wish to resettle 

in Western countries. 

• 

• 

Over 12,000 men, women and children were resettled by United Hias Service 

since January I, 1957. 9,500 of these ~ere Hungarian and Egyptian escapees 

and expellees. Since the beginning of the Hungarian program 4,700 Hungarian 

Jews entered the United States, all of whom have been resettled through 

United Hias Service and its local cooperating committees. All this was 

carried on in conjunction with our normal program which totaled 2,500 emi-

grants for the first half of 1957 • 

Headquarters for operations in Latin America, located in Rio de Janeiro, 

is responsible for visa production, particularly for Jews from North Africa 

and more recently Hungary and Egypt, and for the integration program of newly

arrived immigrants in cooperation with local Jewish communities. Latin 

,;.merica and Brazil in particular, have opened up and become tremendous areas 

of immigration. Our Latin r~erican program for the year 1957 will see more 

Jewish migrants resettled in this one area than we were able to place in 

countries of haven during all of 1955. 2,541 have arrived as of July 1st, 

Including 1,512 Egyptians, 872 Hungarians and 157 North :·.fricans and others. 

In Israel, Ur. tt; ·.:. d Hias Service, in cooperation with the Jewish Agency 

and Israeli organizations, maintains shelters for unattached immigrants and 

a hostel in Beersheba for high priority technicians; sponsors a free loan 

program for immigrants; provides location services and conducts a counseling 

progrem which indiVidualizes the handling of special migration problems; 
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tn the Far East, the Hong Kong office of the agency. under the super

viSion of the Paris office. aSSists the remaining 600 European Jews still 

in Communist China with emigration opportunities to Western countries, when-

ever exit permits are granted by the Chinese authorities. 

The agency receives funds from over 450 organized Jewi$h communities in 

the United States. the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany. 

as well as governmental and i nter-governmental agencies. In addition, com-

munlties in Latin America and South t frica make direct allocations t o the 

agency. In New York City , United Hias Service Is a beneficiary of the United 

Jewish Appeal of Greater New York and also conducts a membership~IO.OO maxi 

mum dues) Campaign in the New York area . By agre~ent with the National UJA 

the rescue portion of the agency ' s program dealing with Hungarians and 

Egyptians Is subvented by the Emergency Rescue Fund of the UJA • 
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VI. RESPONSE TO AMER IC,~N COUNCD. FOR JUDi. I5M'S cRttrClg.{ OF UJA 

The American Council f or Judaism has seen fit to attack the UJA and 

the Jewish Agency for Palestine at a time when the UJA and the Agency are 

engaged in coping wi th the greatest movement of JewIsh refugees In nearly 

a decade. The Jewish Agency receives a major part of its funds from the 

United Israel Appeal. a constituent agency of the UJA. The Jewish Agency 

is the philanthropic body which has been gtven administrative responsIbIlIty 

by the Government of Israel for the receptIon and absorption of Israelis 

newcomers. Ourlng 1957 a lone, a minimum of 100,000 Jewish refugees from 

Eastern Europe, Egypt and other Moslem lands will be given haven in Israel. 

In the light of such 8 vast immi gration influx, it is obvious that the 

scope of the Jewish Agency's humanitarian task is enormous. In assisting 

scores of thousands of refugees _ most of them with no finanCial means - to 

come to Israel and to start life anew in the one country tha t welcomes all 

Jews who seek refuge _ the Jewish Agency also carries forward a tremendous 

and continuing program of agricultural development, organizes new rural com~ 

munities, undertakes hOUSing construction and operates a complex network of 

vocational training, r ehabilitation, educational and cultural projects. In 

addition, the Agency aids the economic progress of 476 post. Statehood agri

cultura l settlements in Israel where 131,000 immi ~rants are bUilding a 

creative life. This is the life-saVing and life~rebuilding work which has 

been criticized by the Council for Judaism as "political rather than philan

thropic." 

In its most specific item of criticism, the Council bases 1ts attack 

on an unwarranted 1nterpretat10n of a single facet of the Jewish Agency 's 

disbursement procedures _ the granting of modest allocations to a number of 

political parties and various religious and cultural agencies operating in 

Israel. 98. 



• 

• 

• 

THE F .. CTS : 

1. Why are the a llocations made? 

To meet the valid objection expressed throughout the American Jewish com-

munity In past years that the spate of individual fund-raising campaigns for 

philanthroplc purposes in Israel was wasteful and disruptive, the Jewish 

. geney agreed t o subsldlze same of the social welfare and immi grant aid pro-

grams operated by various parties and bodies in Israel. In return, these or-

zsn izations called a halt to independent fund-raising drives for such pur-

poses In the United States. The organizations further pledged to mobilize 

their fKnerican supporters to cooperate to the fullest extent with their com· 

munity welfare fund drives and the campaiens of the nationwide UJA. 

2. What organizations receive allocation, in what amounts and fe r what 
purpose? 

The Council of Jewish Federations and Wel fare Funds (the central body of 

the local communal philanthropiC orcanizations in the United States) made a 

rigorous examination of such subventions and issued a full report on this 

~pic covering the entire year of 1956. The report listed these allocations: 

',1orld Confederation of General Zionist, $750,OOC; Mizrachl and Hapoel H.amiz ... 

rachi movements, $750,000; Asudath Israe l , $160,000; Poale Agudath Israel, 

$181,875; Herut, $90,000. The three labor parties _ Hapal, Mapam and Achdu t 

Avodah ... receive no allocations, since they share in the welfare and social 

s e.rvlce projects of the Hlstadrut, which conducts its own fund ... raising crive 

in the United States. The Histadrut _ the General Federation of Labor in Israe: 

Is composed of virtually the entire labor force of Israel and its membership 

incluces men and women of every politica l party in the nation. 

Eac of the organizations r eceivtng Jewish Agency subventions must submit 

audi ted sta t ements which are reviewed very cerefully to make certaIn that 

the allocations are used only for purposes which serve to supplement the 
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immigrant aid work of che Agency by meeting the needs of settlers In Israel 

In terms of hous ing , religious institutions , cultur31 facilitIes, schools 

and similar social welfare needs. 

The funds for such subventions are derived from funds received not only 

from American sources, but In substantial part from Jewish communities in 

Europe. England, South Africa, Latin America and other countries of the free 

world. 

More than 95 per cent of the Agency budget Is spent for the following: 

transportation of immi grants; initial absorption costs for Umnigrants, es

tablishment of new agricultural settlements and consolidation of settlements 

f ounded since the est3blishment of the State and s till not self-sufficient; 

the Youth Aliyah program which currently cares for some 16,000 children; 

inte r est and amorti ~ati on on funded debt, and alloca tIons to other organiza

tions for constructive educa tional and welfare activities. 

The remaining l ess than five per cent is s pent for administrative needs 

for the conduct of fund-raisi ng campai gns in many countries outside of Isra el, 

educational functions, youth work and similar programs both in and outside 

Israel, largely in countries other than the U. S. These activities include 

prOViding Hebrew teachers t o Jewi sh communities in North Africa, Europe and 

Latin America that wi s h the ir children to be attached t o the Jewi sh tradition 

and have petitioned for instructors, books, and pedat ogical counsel. Leading 

Hebrew t eachers' sem i nari es in the United States have also been granted 

Jewish Agency fellowships in order to train more qualified Hebrew teachers 

by having them s tudy f or brief periods in the Land of the Bible and the 

cradle of P.e brew culture • 
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3. Are financial reports available? 

Financial statements of the various organizations r eceiving agency sub~ 

ventions are carefully reviewed by ~e ,geney, the UJA and the Council for 

Jewtsh Federations and !'lelfare Funds. These statements are available at 

the Jewish Agency office. 

SUMMARY 

1. Allocations made to various organizations are not used for political 

purposes but are used exclusively for projects amplifying the Jewish Agency's 

humanitarian programs in Israel . The organizations involved make no in

dividual fund-raising drives in the Uni ted States for such purposes and have 

aided greatly In the success of the UJA campaigns. 

2. Sueh subventions make up a small percentage of the Agency's total budget 

and the funds for such purposes come from Jewish communities throughout the 

free world . 

3. Rigorous finanCial accounting is reqUired and the reports are available 

a t the Agency offices. 

• 
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MASTER ADDRESS FOR 1957 UJA MI SSION 

1. PUrpose of Mission 

One of the greatest institutions in the United States is the State of 

the Union message of the President of the United States. As much as anything 

else, it symbolizes the democratio ehar.cter of our society, for it shows the 

ultimate accountability of the government to the people. 

My presence and the presence of my colleagues in your community today 15 

likewise due to the recognition on the part of the UJA that it is accountable 

to the source from which it derives its authority and its strength - the 

American Jewish community. 

We want not only to report to you on the state of affairs that relate to 

the UJA, but to listen to what you and your leaders are thinking about these 

problems. If there are any questions you have about the stewardship of the 

affairs of the UJA, we want to hear those questions and promise to do our best 

to answer them. 

\~t we are doing here in your community today will during the course of 

the next two weeks be duplicated in 70 other communities throughout the length 

and breadth of the nation ~ from B~ngor , Me. to Portland, Ore. and from 

Minneapolis. Minn. to New Orleans, La. In a sense, then, you are part of a 

network of an all~emcompassing effort on the part of the UJA to take counsel 

with you ~ you who are the backbone, the blood and the sinew of the UJA. 

2. 10 ~ 20 Anniversary 

By a unique and f(lf.LUi tQus_coinclde.nce. ~e stand today on the threshhold 

of a double anniversary. the 20th annual successive campa ign of the UJA and 

the lOth anniversary of the establishment of the State of Israel. In the 

days ahead you will be hearing of plans to observe this double anniversary 

and particularly of the plan of the UJA to hold its 1958 June conference in 

J e rusalem. This promises to be one of the most spectacular events of the 
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coming year. I should like to believe that your community will be well re-

presented at this conference. 

The two anniversaries a re interrelated. Israel 1 s greatest cchievement 

as well as its S~urce of greatest strength is the absorption of 885,COO im

migrants since the state was establ ished. It is equal ly clear that despite 

the fact that many miracles _ including the miracle of Israel's survival - have 

occurred in Israel, the epiC achievement of the absorption of the 885,000 

refugees could not have been possible withou t the massive assist6nce 

provided by the American Jewish community through the UJA. 

3. History of the UJA 

Since we stand on the eve of the 20th anniversary of the UJA, it is ~ell 

to spend a mom~nt or two t o recall the circumstances under which it ~as brought 

into being. History abounds with instances of a people being drawn together 

in the presence of a coomon enemy. The UJ;'. was organized in 1938, when the 

nature of Hitler's threat to Jews everywhere and, particul arl y to the Jews 

within Hitler ' s reach, was fully understood. It was inevitable that we, the 

Jews of hmerica, should ~ave discnrded the wasteful separate drives for over

seas needs and should have brought into being one fund rai s ing agency which 

could mobilize the entire resources of the American Jewish community. 

The history of t~e UJA consists essentially of two contras ting chapters

one,a chapter of superhuman effort and great frustration, and the other, a 

chapter of great triumph. Dnmedi a tely before the war and during the war years, 

the constituent agencies of t he UJA, notably the JOe, toild feverishly in 

behalf of all of the Jews cau~ht in Hitler's trap and rescued whom they c~uld, 

when they could and in any way they could. No one can say how many tens of 

thousands of lives were saved by UJA's agencies. Throughout the war, for 

~ example, the JDC, with the permission of the United States War Refugee Board, 

was able to send funds into occupied Europe, f acilitating the escape of 
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thousands and keeping thousands more hidden, but alive, with the help of 

underground groups. 

Howaver. when all is said and done. we were able to do pitifully little 

to rescue European Je~y from its cruel fate. This is not the place nor the 

time to call the world to an accounting. But. when one thinks of what we have 

been able to accomplish in the past decade _ rescue. resettle more than 

1,000,000 Jews including the 885,OCO In Israel - we cannot but contrast these 

years of achievement with the bitter years when we went hat In hand begging 

the civilized world to open the gates to our fellow Jews In mortal jeopardy. 

These were the bitter years of the fruitless Evlan Conference of 1938, of the 

19)9 t~lte Paper on Palestine. and of the shameful Bermuda Refugee Conference 

of 1943 - all of which underscored the moral callousness of the world and its 

complete indifference to the Jewish tragedy. 

That's the chapter of frustration -- when we had no control over the 

destiny of our fellow Jews in peril and in need. 

However, after the war and particularly after the establishment of the 

State of Israel, when the destiny of our fellow Jews passed into our hands, 

we quickened to the opportunity presented to U6 and set in motion one of the 

greatest voluntary rescue efforts of all times. What we d1d 1s the glorious 

part of the history of the UJA which you and the Jewish communities throughout 

the country helped to write. 

All of us have reason to be fiercely proud of the chapter headings of 

thts part 0 f the UJA story: 

1. The gigantiC program of relief, rehabilitation and resettlement of 

more than 2CO,OOO Jewish DPs, the survivors of the infamous concentration 

camps, the ghettos and hideouts • 

2. The transplanting to Israel of the entire Jewish communities of Yemen 

and Iraq ~ - numbering 170,000 souls in all ~ from areas of danger. 
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3. The rescue of 175,000 Jews from Morocco, Tunis and Algeria from the 

expected consequence of the rising tide of Arab nationalism. 

4. The resettlement in Israel of 37,000 Jews from Turkey; 32,000 Jews 

from Iran. 

5, The transplantation to Iar.-l of 25,000 Jews from Lybia. a country in 

which Arabie xenophobia made life for Jews untenable. 

6. The integra t ion of 65,000 Jews into the life of the ~merican Jewish 

community. 

7. Assistance to other Jewish communities, like those of Australia and 

of some of the South American countries, which have taken in a disproportionate 

number of refugees . 

8. Major support to ORTIs global vocationel training program. 

9. ASSista nce in the cultural reconst r uction of the ghost Jewish com

munities of Central Europe, 

10. A full scale relief and rehabilitation program in the war· torn Jewish 

communities of Eastern Europe (when it was poSSible to bring them help) and 

of Central Europe and in the threatened and impoverished Jewish communities 

of North Africa. 

11. An enlightened and awe· inspiring social service program in behalf of 

the aged, the infi~ and the handicapped refugees in Israel (the Malben program 

of the JDC). 

4. Specific Services Rendered by Constituent Agencies of the UJA 

But these are mere statistics. At best, all the problems involved in 

the resettlement of one million human beings defies human comprehension. 

However, to eenuinely understand what it is that the UJA has accomplished 

for the more than one million Jews it has helped resettle and for an equal 

number it has assisted in one way or another, one must take a look at the 
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myriad of services rendered by the constituent agencies of the UJA • 

For all the refugees resettled in Israel - the obligation of the Jewish 

Agency ~ it has meant and means : 

Providing them with transportation from his point of 

origin to Israel; 

Providing for them en route; 

Civing them initial help at the point of destinatloni 

Providing them with a home; 

ASSi sting them in finding emplo~ent; 

Helping them acquire a new l anguage; and 

Providing them with the necessities of life until 

they ach ieve economic independence. 

For the unskilled, the aged, the sick and the physically handicapped 

refugees resettled in Israel - the respons ibility of the JDC - it has meant 

and means: 

Supporting the ORT s chools In Israel in which the 

unskilled immi grant r eceives vocational training; 

Operating a full scale medical, relief and social 

service proeram f or about 10.000 persons. 

For the needy refugees and other Jews in need throughout the whole 

world (about 500,000 in number) • the responSibility of the JOC - it has meant 

and meens the support of medical programs , cash relief and cash loan programs, 

and various types of social services. 

For the 65,000 Jewish post-war refugees in the United States - the 

responsibility of NYAHA - it has meant and means: 

PrOViding them with financial aSSistance in securing a home, fur-

~ nishings, household neceSSities, clothing, medical and dental care, baSic 

neceSSities (food, rent, utilities, etc.); 
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Helping them secure employment, vocational training, and supplying 

them with counselling that will help them integrate into the I~erican com-

munity. 

For the Jewish communities in Central Europe ravaged by the war - which 

are aided by the JDC - it has meant .nd .eans; 

Assistinf them to build up their cultural, religiOUS and educational 

institutions essential to their survival as Jewish communities. 

In the throes of campaigns, particularly In the past few years, we have 

been so preoccupied in speaking of new refugee crises that we are inclined to 

lose sight of the vast on-going program of relief and cultural rehabilitation 

program of the JDC, and of the sustained program of the Jewish Agency in 

behalf of the refugees resettled in Israel who have not been completely in-

tegrated into the life of the country. 

But, these efforts are no less important than the dramatic endeavors of 

rescue in which UJA-subventioned agencies are engaged. 

Last month, Hr. Charles Jordan, Overseas Director of the JDC, was honored 

by the Scandinavian Jewish Federation (composed of Sweden, Norway, Denmark and 

Finland) with the appointment of Knight of the Order of King David. This was 

in recognition for his work in helping reconstruct Jewish life shattered by 

the war and persecution in Denmark and Norway. It was the first instance in 

32 years that such an award was given to a person who was not a resident of 

one of the four communiCies comprising the FederaCion. In a real sense, the 

honor conferred upon Hr. Jordan, which he undoubtedly merited, is a tribute 

to American Jewry in whose name and with JDC funds received ffom the UJA, he 

helped br i ng new life and new hope to the Jewish communities overrun by Hitler. 

5. P.mount RaiSed by the UJI'. Until 1957 and Help by IsraeU e and Others 
in Absorption of Refugees 

To accomplish all of this, the United Jewish Appeal has received from the 

communities, up to th~ first of this year, and distributed among its con-
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stltuent agencies a sum slightly In excess of 1 billion dollars from 1939 • 

We should not for a moment deceive ourselves that J ~erican Jewry ha~done 

the rescue, resettlement and relief work all by itself. We~must not ever lose 

Sight of the fact tha t nearly 90l of the Jewish refugees salvaged and resettled 

In the post-war era, have been absored by Israel. You would certainly be 

shocked to read the fi gures on the taxes paid by Israelis to help in the ab

sorption of the newcomers. In brief , the normal tax which the Israeli pays 

on his income is about 357. , to which is added a levy of 54 to 17% 

on his taxable income, for defense. This Is in addition to what the Israelis 

have done In the way of sharing their food, their housing and all their publiC 

facilities with the new immigrants. However, it still remains to the ever

las ting credit of Ameri can Jewry that 851. of t he funds received by the Jewish 

I.geney (exclusive of reparations from Cermany) and 97% of the funds received 

by the JOC are funds derived from the UJA. This is the measure of the 

generosity of American Jewry of which we can all be proud. 

6. SItuations Civing Rise to 1957 Flood of Refugees 

tn its 19 years of life. the UJA has r esponded to every emergency which 

has confronted the Jewi sh people. Today, the emerGency involves the Jews of 

Egypt, the Jews of Poland, the Jews of hungary, and the Jews of North Africa . 

In the course of your local campai gn, you have heard about the particular 

situations In these areas which have given ri se to the new flood of refugees. 

There is no point in describi ng in great detail what these situations are. 

Speaking telescopicall y , these situations are as follows: In Egypt, a ruthless 

dictator, pur suing a course which is reminiscent of the Hitler era, has 

launched a campaign against Egyptian Jewry ca lcula ted t o liqui date this 

ancient J ewish c ommuni ty. Responding to cruel measure s of inter~~ent, ex

propriation, denationalization and expulsion, 25,000 Jews have left Egypt 
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by the middle of this year and the majority of the balance of some 25~OOO 

are in the process of emigration. 

Last October, in the course of the uprising in Hungary, more than 

17,000 Jews spilled over the Hungarian border into Vienna, There they were 

cared for by the JDC until they were resettled with the help of the Jewish 

Agency and with the United Hias Service. In recognition of the work of the 

United Hias Service in handling the refugees from Egypt and Hungary during 

the current crises, thl~ agency was included as one of the beneficiaries of 

the Emergency Rescue Fund of 1957 . 

Continuing to come out of Morocco, TuniS and .;igerta are about 1,000 

Jews a month. to escape the crushing poverty of life in North .. frica and the 

uncertainty of life In Moslem lands . 

Finally, and most spectacular of all, is the emigration of Jews from 

Poland, 25,000 of whom have left since last October. They are permitted to 

leave because the Carnulka regime in Poland haS concluded that t~ere is, no 

solution to the endemic anti-semitism of the Polish people which re

appeared in all of its ugly manifestations as soon as the r estraints on the 

Polish people were removed. 

7. Number of Refugees Resettled in 1957 

All In all, during the first half of 1957, the UJA, through its con

stItuent agenCies, has helped resettle 62,324 Jewish refugees . Of this 

number SO,200 were settled in Israel and the remainder of 12,124 found homes 

in the United States , Canada, ,'.ustral1a. and South America. 

8. Status of 1957 Campaign 

An aggregate of 1,100 campaigns throughout the United States encompassing 

5,000 communities are expected to raise this year a total of approximately 

$110,000,000 on behalf of the UJA, local and national causes. The Spring 

phase of the canpaign, durinz which more t han 907. of the funds are raised, 
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is now in the wind-up stage. We already have sufficient information from 

the communities throughout the country so that 8 reasonably accurate estimate 

can be made about the worth of the 1957 campaisn. As of July 31st, approxi. 

mately $87,000,000 had been pledged, with apprOXimately 50% of the communities 

reporting final figures. All these reports indicate that the regular 1957 

campaign should bring to the UJA apprOXimately t he same amount as it did in 

1956, when allotments to the UJA amounted to $56,000,000. 

To prOVide for the emergency refueee program, the UJA launched a drive 

for an Emergency Rescue Fund In 1957. The pledges to this Fund as of the 

end of July amounted to $26,000,000. Based upon the reports from the com

munities, it can be anticipated that the Emergency Rescue Fund will bring in 

a llotments to the UJA in t he sum of $30,000,000, which fi gure compares with 

$17,000,000 pledged by the communities to the Special Survival Fund of 1956. 

In essence, then, the UJA expects to receive from 1957 campaigns an 

aggregate sum in excess of $80,000,000. 

Several more figures should be~dded to the vital statistics on the 

1957 campai gn - vital in the true etymological sense of this word: essential 

to the conti nuance of li fe. These are the fi gur es reflec ting the sense of 

urgency which many communities - among them, some of the larges t in the 

country - have felt In connection with this ye~r's can.paign: A total of 25 

cities conducting spring campaienS have already exceeded the sums they 

raised in their peak year (mostly 1948, when the UJA received alloOments of 

more than $147,000,000) . All indications are that 5 : more spring cities 

will ultimately wind up in this distinguished list . 

9. Unmet Needs of 1957 

Despite the generous contributions made by American Jewry, Israel is 

confronted with several seriOus problems in connection with the new stream 

of refugees which, during the current year has reached flood dimensions. 
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One problem is derived from the character of the new migration and the other, 

from the sheer numbers that Israel has been compelled to absorb within a com-

paratively short time. As to the first, the Polish and Hungarian refugees 

contain among them a substantial number of professional people and men with 

skills. While these people are invelQable to Israel's economy, they are, 

necessarily, people who must be integra ted much faster t han those who came 

from less developed areas. if they are to be spared demoralization. ~~reover, 

the professional people must l earn Hebrew as soon as pOSSible, which means 

at least six months schooling in Ulpanim and the support of their families 

while they are undergoing this training. All in all, the tempo at which most 

of the new refugees must be absorbed places an additional immediate strain on 

the Jewish Agency's limi ted resources. 

As to the second problem, the flood of new refugees in Israel has created 

an acute Rousing Shortage which must be solved if Israel is not to return to 

the socially harmful and economically wasteful maabarot. The Isreel govern· 

ment itself, independent of the Jewish Agency, is trying hard to allocate 

maximum funds for hOUSing of newcomers. 

However, it is faced with three major obstacles : (1) the precarious 

security Situation, aggravated by Russia's recent deliveries of new arms to 

Egypt and Syria, demands high expenditurebr military preparedness; (2) the 

need to improve the living conditions of the settled population; and (3) the 

need to replace temporary housing or inadequate housins in abandoned Arab 

dwellings. Unfortunately, for the sheer lack of funds, the combi ned effort 

of the Israel Government and of the Jewish Agency has not kept pace with the 

crying need for adequate housing for the new immigrants, as illustrated by 

the fact that becween April, 1956 and March, 1957 , 50% of all new arr ivals 

were accommodated in temporary dwellings, 171 were accommodated In the 

already overcrowded quarters of relsUves, and only 337. were 
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accommodated in newly built housing units in urban and rural areas • 

Beyond peradventure of doubt, the supply of adequate housing to the 

newcomers presents the most serious challenge to Israel and to Israelfs loya l 

partner In the absor ption of the new immigrant . the American J ewish community. 

10. Future Du.JaraCion Out look 

What of the future? 

From all evidence available, it is certain that more than 100.000 refugees 

will have been resettled this year. 

We have tried t o project into the immediate fugure and estimate the 

dimensions of our problem In 1958. In all fran~ness. it must be admitted that 

we cannot at this stage say wbat the refugee situation will be in 1958 except 

that in all ~i kellhood it may duplicate the 1957 fisure. There a re many un· 

knowns in t he situation which only the future will resolve and which will 

determlne the UJA burden In the year ahead. To list the major unknowns: 

1. Wil l Poland permi t the present flow of Jews out of Poland to 

continue and will she permit the recent Jewish repatriates from 

Russia (expected to reach 9.000 during 1958) to leave? 

2. Will Morocco pe~it the unrestricted movement of Jews out of 

Morocco? 

3. Will the i.lgerian situation become so acute as to give rise 

to mass emigration from that country? 

4. Will the poss i bility exist for the 6.000 Jews rematning in 

Syria to l eave the country? 

5. Will the economic pressure on the 60,000 Jews in Turkey reach 

the point where many wi ll feel that they have no alternntive 

but to leave? 

6. Wil l Rumania permlt general immigration to Israel? 

7. t.J ill the Soviet Union permit any migration to Israel? 
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These are the unknowns • 

They are counterbalanced by one great and overriding known: the cer

tainty that whatever the burdens may be In the year or years ahead,neither 

the people of Israel nor the Jews of Amrlca will flineh from or abdicate 

their responsibility. 

The middle of last month one of the New York nespapers (Daily News, 

August 21st) carried a story to the effect that Russia has under consideratIon 

8 plan to penmlt the exodus of RussIan Jews who want to GO to Israel, that 

RUSSia '''will urge" one-half of Ita 3 million Jews to emi grate and that she 

will do this with the view of "so weakening Israel that it: wlll not be able 

to withstand attaetts by Syria and its Arab allies." 

itA nefarious plot," you say? 1 am sure that 1 speak for all of you here, 

for the Jews of Americ£ and, if I am permitted to say so, for the people of 

Israel, when I say that I hope that this is not a threat but a promise. All 

of us would welcome being put to the tes t implicit in this plan. 

Who in this r oom would not leap to the opportunity of reclaiming and 

salvaging as part of the Jewish people the 3 million Jews who for forty years 

have been severed from the main strEam of Jewish life and who, unless given 

the chance to develop their religious, educational and cultural institut ions -

which they have been denied thus far - are doomed to extinction? 

Conclusion 

No one chooses the age in which he shall be born. A human being is a 

man in the true sense only if he takes up the challenges with which the age 

in which he lives confronts him. We Jew. have during the past decade been 

challenged by the transmigration of more than 1 million Jews, a movement of 

people which has Virtually transformed the map of the Jewish communities of 

the world. This whole process has one common denominator. the simple and 

- 12 -
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very human desire on the part of our fellow Jews to escape from oppression, 

tyranny and persecution and to take root in countries where they - even as 

we In the United States - may live in security and dignity. 

Through the United Jewish Appeal, American Jewry has taken up that 

challenge and has given in a measure unequalled by any voluntary effort in 

the recorded annals of man. And who is there to doubt that the people of 

Israel have, at great personal sacrIfice, lived up to their commitment, 

wrItten into their Declaration of Independence, that the "State of Israel 

will be open to the immigration of Jews from all countries of their dispersion1 t1 

I know that irrespective of what the years ahead hold for us, we shall 

live up to our responsibilities to,~rds our fellow Jews. I know that because 

the nearly two decades of history of the United Jewish Appeal has shown that 

the American Jewish community has given new and heightened meaning to the 

greatest of ethical principles which has motivated the Jew from time immemorial. 

that we are our brotherts keeper. 

What you have done and will continue to do in your community is part 

of that history_ , 

• 13 • 



ADDIT IONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

• The foregoing address is intended only for your guidance. It is prepared 

under specific section heads so that the parts that y~ . may went to use for a 

specific occasion would be readily accessible. ObViously, it Is expected that 

you will adapt the material to your own needs. drawing upon your own experiences. 

~nile the fore goi ng text tells In summary form the general story of the UJA, 

you mi zht find the following additional reeommendations helpful: 

1. In addressing women's groups, stress (8) the amount of money raised by 

women independently (see page ole), (b) that women's gifts serve a two-fold 

purpose; namely, that they are valuable in and of themselves and have, in fact, 

over the yea13Constltuted about 151. of the amounts the UJh has received. and 

that women pl aya very Important role in stimulating giving on the part of their 

husbands. Without the active help of women, including those who do not make 

separate contributions , the UJA would fall short of its mark. 

• 2. In meetinR with rabbis, it mieht be wise to assume that they know what 

is going on in Egypt, Poland and North Africa. Perhaps the emphasis with th~ 

should be on what a r e the prospects for the future . Also, it should be borne 
. 

in mind thLt the UJA has been confron ted with a problem that many rabbis neither 

contribute an amount commensurate with their earning, nor do they provide 

sufficient leaders hip within their own community in suppor t of the UJA. In this 

connection, therefore, it might be advisable to take into your confidence the 

rabbis with whom you meet and ask them what could be done to stimula te greater 

support among rabbis. 

In addressing young leaders, people who do not know much about the UJA and 

its history, ie miah t be advisable to inspire them with the history of the UJA, 

with the force s which brought it into being and with its colrssal achI evements. 

The young leaders should be made to fee l that t here is no broader scope for 

• their energIes than working in behalf of the global efforts of toe UJ A. 

- 14 -
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I lT TRODUCTORY 

Ever since l est October. "ben GomuU:a ceme to pOller. the question 

asked by moat observers has been: Cen the new courae of comperative 1ndependence 

from the Soviet Union, ,,11th 1ts "nationel lt COmmw:U.Illl. the \teeken1nG of the grip 

of the secret police on the country, and lome\1h.e.t more freedom of religion end 

opinion be maint ained? i/lll not the "teekened po \ter ot the perty, together l-t1th 

the opposition of the Right itlIlg (l'Stalinilta") end the liberals (those asking 

for more reforms) put the wole position of Poland in jeopardy. particulerly in 

vle \:l of tw fectors - the \'rell know precarioua condi tioD. of the economy and 

the equally \:Iell knOtll lack of cO!lCilletion on the pert of t he SOviet Union 

tOl-lUd Gomu.l.ka' 8 'national n Commun1aml 

In the follo \'t1ng p8,6es en attempt 1s mede to ensuer these questions and, 

at the sema timet to describe the present situation of the Jeuish popule.tlon in 

Poland. 

lIEHEMIAli BOBIlISOH 

June, 1957. 
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Soet10R A. m GE!fZRAL SITUATION 

1. What nrovoked the October Ilrevolutl0nl" 

The Ueue ZUercher Ze1tung of MEY 2, 1951. in en erUcl, titled "The 

Chf~e8 of the Gomulka Regime," BUCCinctly 8.t forth the ceue.e in the following 

word,: 

In October, the Polish people turned .!ge1nat the Follah IPtraps of j,:oSCOl1 
end their protectors, Bgi'.1nat the hated form. of the ColllZ:lW11at d1ctc.torshlp. 
forced upon and cona1dered by the Polish people a "fore1{:.1l rule" ,:bleh, tek1ng 
no e.ccount of r ol1eh traditions end the e.ctupl conditions of the country, 
·Rusliiied" 1t, if not directly, at 1.aat 1n 1t, .tructur.. The mBnif.stetlonl 
of confidence in October committed Goml1lka to do awey ,lith the hitherto en,tiD€: 
f orma of r11l1l'lb the country 2nd to conaider the FollBh reel1t18e. His e.ppear
ence at the ~~th S96aion of the Centrel Committee of the United Workers' 
(Communist) Farty and the first great speeches during the demonBtre.tionB in 
VarBaw pr o7ed th~t he properly under s tood the temper ot the messes end that he 
also ected i:o. accord 'oI1th the "rishes of the people. 

2. H9 t1 did it heppep' 

:nora Le\,l1. told the "backstege story" in her arUcle "36 nours tbe.t 

Shook the Commun1at \/orldD (Collierls, December 21, 1956). Here ere a few 

eT.cerpt B: 

On October 19. 1956. ;J:uoushcbev. j.;olotov, Hikoyan. lte.genoYich., end 
about e dozen SoT1et generals arrived in \luBev. 

Sometime eerlier the Rusnss had sent \'Alrd that they mshed to e.ttend. 
the Polish Central Committee meet~ •• cheduled for tan o'clock that Fridey 
mornin£ - the meeting intended to restore Gomulka to power and ou.t Stal1n1at. 
pro-Soviet member. ot the iolish Comcu.n.iat leederah1p. The Poles had ahre\'Jdly 
tho. politely requeated that the Russian. deter their Yiait untU after the 
coDD1ttee' B sesa1one. 
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Non, irked that the Russians had failed to heed the request, Cyronkieuicz 
no longer felt the need for courtesy. l117e told you thnt ':7e noula. tnlk rrith you 
nhen our meeting is finished," he ssid . 

Khrushchev could not control hio3s1f. Gestaring tonard Ochab and Gomulka • 
he shouted: "There has been an act of betrayall ';ie had to comet It 1s not 
only a question of Polish- Soviet r elations . You1re endangering our position in 
Germanyl You1re menacing the ;thole Soviet COt:lplll 

The formal telks opened a little before 8 A. ll . 

Suddenly , a lOiiBr-ranking Polish Coc..ounist burst into the room. Troops 
'I7sre surrounding i7arsan. he informed Gomulka. and Ochnb. 

Tbe Poles jw:oped up and turned accusingly to the Russians. Ills it true? !! 
one deoended. Khrushchev feie;ned amaZSIlsnt. He turned to .,;arshal Konev and 
General Antonov. Together they nsnt into an anterooc to confer with the other 
Rut;sian generals nc.iting ther~ . j·io ra than an hour passed. By the time Khrushchev 
r eturned to say, nYes, it is true , lI uarsa" had been completely encircled. 

Ochab spluttered: IIIf you. thinl: ;you c~ keep UD in here and start an 
aroed Putsch outside, you are oista..1<enl :le are prepared." 

Gomulka, glaring at Khrushchev, coldly added: IIUnless the troops are 
called off at once, ~e uill nalk out of here and there uill be no further nego
tia tions. ":le 0'111 not tclk nhile c.:umons a::e pO l ntlng at t1arsau. II 

It nas a supremely critical moment. ~lthough Khrushchev started to argue, 
the Polss stood tense but f i rm. "If it is imposoible to talk i71th you, I '!'I ill 
say 17hat is on my mind over the rLldio, to t he people, II Gomulke. declared. 

Both aidoa kne'O 'Ohat tha t collld mean -- at minimum, e natiOD'O'1de deooDatra
tion against the Soviet Union, but core probably 'Oar betneen Communist Poland 
and Communis t Russia. The risk nas a t errible one, l ater to be re-emphasized by 
the tragedy of Hungary, nhosa leadership nave red end panicked. 

Khrushchev's eyes narroned and he stood quia. for a moment. At last he 
said. "i7e ~7ill order ell troop move:oents to be ho.l ted. II 

Konav nas sent to give the order. Polish security men 4eshed out to check 
all r oads to :Tarean, some going by to::i because not enoU&il officic l cars ners 
available. 

Reports soon began coming iD, The troops nere not nithdraning, but they 
had stopped uhere they nera. 

Somennat later a meeting of the Central Coomittee took place and there
etter the talks uith the Russians nere resumed. 
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ks the afternoon TIera on, it TIes clear that the Russians could not nin 
\"11 th \"lords alone. At 5: 00 P . ~t. I Soviet fo r ces began to move aga1n. Reinforce
ments croBGed into Poland in the north troc uhet uns formerly 3ast Prussia and 
in the nest from East Germany. Despite Khrushchev ' s procise earlier in the day . 
several SOViet div ieions already stationed in Poland L'lD.rc.b.ed on ".7arsen . .at 
Stett1n, 8 Russian force t ri ed to crOSG the Oder River, but uithdren uhen Poliah 
troops fired. The Red Army had been told to m.e.rch. but apparently not to shoot. 

As nens of these and other troop oovements streamed into the Belvedere, 
Gomulka again threatened to break off' negotiations. Again the Russians pro
mised to halt their troops. Then the Poles demanded that the Russian delega
tion return to MOBcon. Gomulka said, n'~7e 'Jill not reconvene the Central Co~ 
mittee until :you have gone. There i 9 no point in continuing these talks . n 

But the Russians had another p l an up thei r .leave . They agreed to go 
if a joint communique could be drafted . It na s then 6:00 P. M. ; the Centrnl 
Cooaittee had be eD '.1aiting: to r eSWD9 (linee 3 : 00 P. i·i. '!he Polish leader s made 
anothe r trip to the committee meetine. There they announced that the Russians 
pould leave that night and that the co~ttee ses~ion nould continue next day, 
Saturday. Hag&ard non, the Poles then trooped back to the Belvedere 1s Blue 
Room. 

KhrUShchev demanded that the coomunique reaffirm Soviet-Polish friend
ship. Goool ka replied: uThat nould serve no purpose nott . Theroare mnny out
ste.nding questions to be ssttled firat. 1I l~or t1Ould. the Poles ag:ree to fix a 
date for negotiations on nen relations bet\7 een Polend and the Soviet Union. 

The hagbling nent 
cac.e up e.gain and again. 
pould be ordered back to 

on for another four ho~s , and the question 
The Soviets gave another p l edge that their 

their bases . 

of troops 
forces 

Just before 2: 00 A. i;i. I a brief comcunique nas finally agreed upon. It 
sctd only tha t a Polish delegation TTould le:::.ve for i'loscou shortly. 

The Russians uere supposed to leave 
did not get to the airport until 6; 40 ~.ti . 
Tupolev took off at 6:45. ~he Poles drove 
plans . 

J . iibat does Gomulka stend for? 

i7arsau at J : 00 A. i-l . Sat t.U'day . They 
The good- bys nere brief. The 

baek to '11ars8n to make thei r oun 

The iieue ZUercher ZeUung quoted above Bns\'/ers this question in the 

fo llo ... d.ng \'lords: 

He (Gomu.lka) promised that the v10lence find terror wich hed paralyzed 
the thoughts end Bcts o f the 2S mill10n Fol es for meny years t~uld become 
thi ngs of the past. Vith the sl ogEn of securing freedom end sovereignty 
Gomulka rallied the people around him and by l iberating the 1mpr isoned 
d1gnitar1es of the Catholic Church . as \rell aa by concessions to the peas~nts . 
wo now were permitted to decide themselVes on the form of egricultural enter
prises , he arrived at a compr omise 'Ilith the t~!O decisive interne! pol itical 
forces . 



nora. Len. ("Poland's Gomulka Walke a T1E:bt Bope- in The Ue\1 York Times 

Hegazipe , j.(arch 24. 1951) ezple1ued tbe ae1.n theses of Gomulka. e.s follotrs : 

It 18 not precisely evel""J one'8 conception, for points of vie\l sprout lushly 
in Folend no'cl8.drY8, but 1n ita luge outline it 1s shered by his countrymen lm 

expres8 their ecceptpnce by eelling it "recli.tie." To be "reelistic a in Poland 
meens to e.ckno \11edge t\lO facts \1h!ch darken the I p.nd with their shado\;,s . One 
1s the neemess end the power of the SOviet Union. The other 1. the intolerable 
unheppineBe the country hee mOlal. Very lit t le more can be done to push beck 
the Russ1en shadows. Hueh must be done t o relieve the ble.ckneas of m1se17. 
The conf1dence given Gouulka 18 baaed on the belief that he sincerely wnts 
t o do "net can be dona. 

• • • • • • • • • 

i:Jhe.t then does Golllllke. WIlt? Ther e i8 no eleer, aure picture, 
probably not evan in hie O\,n 1I1nd. for be is no philosopher or ideologist. 
The speech t o the Centrel Committee 1& as clo&. a s he hee ever come to 
setting: forth his crado. end ita forty-five :peGes are filled .,4t h details 
ebout the situe.tion in the mnea, "bat i, to be dona for the peasEnts, 
ho'" to reviva cottage industry. wat to do about hooliganism. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Gomulka egrees \11th a mel1 but vocel group of Polish ComlI1ln1st s on 
tmat his concept i& not • It is not e. police state. it i8 not the 
\·4Ilful spread of poverty, it 1s no t e blinding, belligerent uniformity. 
'rhes" ere profound chenges in COl!lllUlist thought and they could lead to 
st~eriDg conclusione. Gomulke. does no t seek conclusions; he seeks to 
make life tolere.bl e in Polend by r epe.1r1ng d.emege done and prevent ing 
new distress. 

Victor Zorza. in hi. article ~lcndl. aoed to Soc1elism: Mr . Goaulka 

Seeks SUpport of Peasent. end Church! (The Manchester Guerd1pn . ~ 16 . 1957) 

described Gomulkkl s policies in the follo\'linc ~rdB: 

1.{r . Gomulka, the Foliah Comun.ist leader, reasserted in a speech to the 
perty centrel comc1ttee yesterday the validity of the r olish road to socialism, no 
matter how greatly it might differ f rom the policies pursued in other ComDllIl1at 
countries. 

He la1d d.o\oU three basic principl es for the pol1t1cel evolution of Polend, 
end thoue;h he said that they derive from tha l ast perty plenum. -- that held duri ng 
Poland's "October Revolution" last yoer - the fact t hat i·fro . Gomulka holds to them, 
after attacks from so many qcart.ers, abO\'1S t hat r oland has not gi ven in. 
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The three principles a r e that the further development of the countr,y tonards 
socialism ~i ll proceed thro~l t he no rkers ' councils in i ndustry: through the deve
lopment of peasant self- governcent 1n agriculturej and through the expansion of the 
poners of the p eopl e ls councils -- the organs of l oca l gover nment -- in the admdni
atratton of the country. 

~S they stand, these p rinciples look undracatlc eno~. but as Mr. GomuL~ 
developed theD later in his speech it becac~ clear that he has rejec t ed Soviet cri
tici sm both of t he ".forkers' councils and of t he diasolution of mo s t of Poland' s 
collec t ive faros. 

Private O1:1tlershln 

In Poland, uhich is still largely a peasant country. pesant self- government, 
j.lr~ Gomu.lka. sa i d , "is based on the private cmnership at lo.nd and of the instruments 
of p roduction; 11 In thi s flay he g::tve final expression to the policy his party has 
pursued in r ecent months (altho\l&h both 1<iosCO',1 and the Polish "Stalini s ts" have at
tacked it vigorously) I of letting the peasant be master in his ann house. 

He nas still in f avor of the develop~ent of cooperat ive f a rming, but he as
sured the peasants that no force nould be used to drive thee into t hese farms. and 
expressed the hope that "ssoner o r l nte r li they '.7ould join them of their onn f ree 
n11l. Before hr. Gomulkal s pol! ticel di~race in the l a t e 1940 s. he envisaged a 
period of about forty yeers in uhich Poli sh agricultur e could be collectivized. 

On t he pol1 tical aspect of the peasant question, lir ~ Gomulke. anid that the COIilmlP 
nists Urecogni zed the pea$ant party 8S an independent party,li panted to see it gran. 
and considered it nO. peroenent element in our poli tical life. II 

, This clear stateeent ot principle, although it uas not included in the three 
"basic principles" at the outset of his ~eech, is perhaps t he mo st important of all. 
For a Cooounist po.rty to agree in thie nay t o ahare potter ni t h another party, to as
sert that t his othe r party is a permanent and not transitor,y element in politicnl 
life. and to ni sh that it shouli increaae i n atrength is to l ay the foundation for a 
t uo-party system in a Coomunist country. 

Nr. Goaulkn a100 r eaffi roed formally the norking alliance he had recently 
concluded ui th the Roman Catholi c Church, end said t hat the Cor.uounist party t'1anted 
l ast ing coexistence t'1i th it. The party~ he said, had draun the necesS8r,y conclu
sions from the position of the Church in Poland, and he hoped t ha t the Church nould 
a lso draw the proper conclusions froo the f ncts of political life. He uent on: 

I1In natter::; ',1hich are of vital concelm for the interest:! of the peopl e1 s 
Poland and the nat i on. ue nant t he Church to march together uith us along the Polish 
road.. It 1s on tp:1s that the long-term sh.c.ping of the r elations betYl een the State 
and the Church °,"1111 l a rgely depend. II 

'Uhile insistiIl6 on the valid1ty ot t..'le Polish road to sociali sm. . he outlined 
certain general p rincip les of socialism to nhich his party TIas prepared to adijere. 
These i·;gscot7 has lald donn f or all the "socialist" countri es. But t7hat Jlat ta ra to 
the Poles non is not general principles . but the possibility of being alloued t o 
travel along their CUD r oad in t heir ann TIer. 
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4. Has Gomulka eheoged his course ,inee October? 

The lieue Zuercher Zeitune, q:u.oted above, e.!unl8fS the question 1n the 

a!'f1rmatlve: 

In the 3 months trOD the October revol ution to the Sejm elections the 
GoQuJl~ regime kept the main points of its pledges. The terror of the secret pa
lice disappeared, the t orced collectivlzetion in the villages nas abolished, the 
management pol icies hostile to the workers and th~ anti -Church propaganda, as nell 
as the standardi zation and tutelage of the cultural life. dic1niahed . 

But already before the elections there appeared the first symptoms of a di
vergence betneen the endeavors of the supporters of the October revolution and the 
Cot:llllunist Party functionaries •• • GCZlulkc. tre.veled. since October 1956. in the 
S~e train qith the Polish nation, but he seeDS to have gotten off at the station 
"Dictatorship of the Proletariat . 11 

The Party Cbief declined the decends of those forces nho led to the October 
r evo lution and nho nanted to extend the Polish experiment far beyond the liaits 
dratm by Orthodox ~iarxism.-Len1n1sm. Only through a beseechiD6 appeal to the nation, 
in nhich he made use of the atill existIng threa t of Soviet interventI on, an appeal 
nhich after the Hungarian catastrophe had perticularpersuasion pousr, did Gomulka 
succeed in bringing: about a Parliament T'11th a Comounist majority. It is difficult 
to prove nhether tili D appeal to the n.:ltion uaB dictated more by fea, ef MOSCcm l s in
tervention than by fear of losing the doo1n.ant position of the Comouniet Party. The 
most radical anti-Stalinists from the camp of Marxist intellectuals, norkers and 
party functionaries nho are dubbed lIi-iad Dogsu in Poland today, contend that Goaul ka 
has produced a II Thermdor ll of the Polish r evolution. 

Gomulka is not a Jacobin; he is rather a "conservative" Polish Communist 
nho paradoxically discards thoe~ forcea of his oun party nho insist on a revision 
in the sense of turning auay from the Stalinist practices, but clings to the coopro
Diee ~ith the conservative elements of the Church and the peasantry. Gomulka seeks 
an understanding nith those million DeD nho , under the old Stalinist regime, enjoyed 
privileges and posts and uho s e position has been endangered b.y the October r evolu
tion. Pr~t1 cally, it is a question of attempting the consolidation in some degree 
of the Cooounist Party, split up into different factions, di scr edited and af flicted 
~th obvious signs of disintegration. and of grantiDG it again nll the functions of 
a tota11tarian politi Sal pO~7er. Tho se afflicted t hereby are first of all the in
telligentsia and the younger generation TIho understood the October revolution 
differently. 
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The seme ZUrich paper , eneJ.ydng on ,-ley 23 the resolutions adopted by the 

meeting, found t hat the Central Committee had expressed itself both against "dog-

matismfl (the ne\1 nema of Stalinism) and "revlB1onlsmtf (the liberal movement). 

The criticisM of dogmatism was more related to the pest, \ih11e the m.e.1n threat 

\12.S Been in "revisionism" \'hlch allegedly wP~8 subverting the units of the Part1 

and \1eekenlng the trust 1n the correctneas end epproprlatensn of the buildlne: of 

Socialism emong the members of the Party and the \'rorldIlg class . This Wleven 

distribution of criticism \12.8 escrlbed to a compromise bet \"feeu the "conservative" 

majority of the old (Stelln1at) CautrC'l Com.1ttee end the Gomulke. faction. 

s. How fer hes Cremulka succeeded is oetl.fylng the aspirations of 

the Foles epd solidifying the "ne\"/tf regime! 

Les11e :B. Ba1n (IICsn Goaulka iteconclle the Irreconcilable I', The Reporter, 

f.fey 30. 1957) errives d the follo\"t1ng: conclusions: 

Gomullca came to power last October on a. surge of revolutionary fervor 
that threatened to get out of hand. He \1S.8 both the l est hope of the Stalinists 
end the t-dllte lmigbt of the anti-Ste.llnitJte_ :But by appeasing eTerybotly. GomuU:e 
succeeded in satisfying nobody. By blocking re..d1cel measures to relieve the un
believable misery of the POlish people Bnd by epplying quiCk-cure salvee he has 
alienated his friends and provided emmun1tion for hie foes. And by rele~~ng 
party discipline he faces e hopelessly divided pl"rty \:.here his enemies outnumber 
his supporters, p~rticularly in the Central Committee. 

• • .. . - . • • 

The United \:orkers' Perty exercises s:overnment cl authority by default. 
Because of his personcl prestige. Gomulka m2neges to cover up the f~t that the 
party in po'l'Jer is hopelessly split, haa no euthority or mass support, end is 
really only a shadow the.t \:I'Ould dlssppeer if there tl8re ~.h1ng to teke its 
place. A number of factors combine to prevent eny orgEnized challenge to the 
party: e. banla-upt economy, the uncertainties and the risks of help from outside. 
the demands of the Catholic Church, the restless dissatisfaction of the l!le.8ses, 
the scarcit y of food. and last - but certainly not least - the haunting memory 
of whet happened in Hunger)". 

The perty 18 split four ways, The Natolin Group. !'-Mch 18 openly Ste1in1at 
end pro-rl'ussian; the neo-Stalinists, who 'trent to 1mprove the party1s methods while 
rete1ning ita essentially monolithic povrer; the Gomulkdtes , ttho hope to continue 
the tightrope act begun l aat October, and a fourth group that ie trying to enlarge 
the Gomulka doctrine and extend freedom to an ever greet er degree. 
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The Nataline and the nea-Stalinists betueen thsm control the party organi
zation. The coclng party congrels in June or July uill elect a nen Central Comclt
tee. and. the Gomulkai tee hope the poner ot the Nataline ...,111 be broken. !l'he Gomul
lad tes have no clear program beyond ~1 shlng to avoid trouble and somehoTI to make 
orderl y econoD1c gropth possible 1n Poland. Faced ulth nearly insurmountable odds, 
the Gomulkai tea echo their chlef~ uWe cnn't give more t han U8 have. but all ne 
hnve belongs to the people. II It is a good slogan and. ~uld be effective if lI17hat 
TIe haven 'Oare not so alarmingly small aDd ',:ere not ge ttint smal ler every day. 

Although not represented in high po.rty circles. the fourth grollp 1s the 
strongest throue;hout the country. These people are still Pilling to to11ot:' Gomullm, 
but they vant bie to G~ faster and farther. Gradually they are coming to realize 
that GODulkn pill not ta.~e the lead , but thnt it f orced he might become a reluctant 
follorrera They are therefore hamme ring enay on him at every available opportunitya 

Sydney Gr uBon (The Men York Times, i~ 20, 1957) ~as eomeuhat less pessimi a-

tic: 

',nadyslan Gomulka has renened his strength ao leader of the Polish Uni ted 
Harkers (COtlUlllUst) party. 

This io probably the cajor result of the stormy four-day meeting of the 
party's Cr'ltral CoJ:Ullittee that ended last night. 3ut the ceeting healed none of 
the deep divisions in the ranks of the country's ComcunistG. 

There is still a potent right ning trying . as it did during the meeting, to 
r everse I-I. Gomull".,a ' s program and. to restore II closer rellltionship ':1ith the Soviet 
Union. There is still. a left ning. non hopeful again that the fierc eness of the 
assault on ~l . Gomulka ni11 lead him to rely increasin&17 on the left. 

~ne next round in the 8tr\~le, and possibly a decisive one for the right 
ning. ui ll be the party congress. The Central Coccittee decided to schedule the 
congress for December, the latest possible date under the p arty statutes. 

Party i-iachiner:v Crg.ci a1 

:Betneen non and. the congress J.i. GOIl1u.l.l'.a must BomehO';1 pin over or change the 
party machinery. He failed to do the foroer and has been r eluctant to attempt the 
l atter since he r eturned to po~er last October. It 1s the DDchinery that has day
to-day responsibility f or party ec tivity throughout the country and the poTIer that 
goe8 nith thi s nark. 

,d. strong indicc tion tha t 14. Gomu.l.k.o. may no longer be so reluctant cQOe in 
his nomination of Zenon ~l8Zko and Jer2Y i ~ra"sk1 to be secreto.ries of the Central 
Cormd the.. Both men are nucber ed among ii. Gomulkals strongest supporters and 14. 
Xl1szko , TIho fell from poner u1th 14. Gomulka in 19048, i s considered to be his only 
political confidant . 
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The s1 tuatlon 1n the Perty 8.!lpeers to heve Im.r?roved. The lUnth Plenum 

of t he Central Committee of the Communist P~rty produced, accordinb to the 

iTeus Zuercher Zeitung of Mey 22, e pollt1cEl sensat ion. The leeder of the 

2Tatolln group (Stplln1tes). 1'renclszek i.f2..zur (who last October favored Russian 

intervent ion) allegedly made a~liticel decl r ratlon to the effect that, if he 

had been 1n October 1n Foland, he \"lOuld bevs f ollowed the October movement. The 

second leading personellty of the Natalin group, Zenon NO\Il'k . ,IRS reported to 

have expressed at the meeting his agreement ,dth the Gomulka course of ectlon. 

On May 31, 1 957 (The jJe\l York TimAs. June 1, 1957) , Grusen reported 

however that : 

A rebellion 1s simmering in the t\~ pol1tlcel p~rtl e8 ellied \dth the 
dOminant COlllIQJJl1sts in the .iol1ah Government. 

The develOpments have been overshE.d.o\fed by the COcmunists l O\1U intreperty 
strite. But both the Democratic and United Pepeent p prties pre 1n the midst of 
political st~es th~t have already str eined the elliance. 

\.1.a.dyela\1 Gomulka, J?irst Secretary of the United i!orkers (Colll!IUll1st) 
party, criticized the t\"10 parties recently for tol ere.t1Dg \:.hat he described es 
areactlonary Opin10DS. n 

6. i:lhat ere GomuU::a's achievements? 

::'lore. Le\"lis (The ~fe\,1 York Times j·!?gp.::r.lne, JUne 16, 1957) drew this 

belence sheet: 

Poles are no longer afreid ot eec~ other. J ells ere no w for p eOple w o 
commit common crimes, not f or people \tho speek their mnds. 

The notions of justice end equ ellty are no lons.-er lilocl:1ng voids. 
have t he right to air their grk"ances. even to strike , end the right 1s 
... bether or not 1 t cen be fru.1 tfw.. 

Poles 
cherished 

Poland haa e;:e.ined a 11m! ted independence. not enoue;h to defy the Iilenacing 
storm. around it but enough to feel me.ster of its Ol m. frail crei't. 

The dignity of the church a s the spirituel home of the nation has been 
restored. This is y,b,at CardiIU'l i!yszynsld'a r e turn to the Primacy end the re
introduction of religiOUS teachinG in the schools meeD to i oles. 

The bleek \1211 of isolation i rom the \!est has been breeched. Radio jemmlne; 
stations h e.ve been diementled, \/estern ne·wspapers are iqK>rted. e. thousand culture1 
2nd scientific end cOllDlercie1 end persoll21 11.nka \I1th the \jest h e.ve been ref'orged. 



11 

The creative erts 1n Foland he.ve been freed from the stjJ1.1ng grip of political 
control, althoU€h the press . e:fter e. f'Ull-throp,ted filIlt;, has once 2gC'.1n been 
soundproofed against the roer of criticism. 

Peasents heve gpined the right to t heir l pnd. FOur-fifths of the country1s 
collective f arms have b&eQ disb2nded 2nd the principle of privete title, with ell 
t hat it implies, hE's beaD ec!:no\11edged in the CO'lmtryslde. 

The need for ini'\1.atlve, incentive end common sense in the economy hes been 
recoe;nized, if not fll!.d.. On e. tiny scals, this hes meant 2. revival of some 
privet s enterpri se. ii ot. 1.n:rportant, it has lEllI1ched e drastic, far from completed 
revision of the teehn!'1~ end apparatus of pl~nnlng as well as tn abrupt shift 
e imed to oaks the phn 8~rve living Poles rather then some bee.tif1ed future 
gener e.tion. 

The ~lance aheet is not poll to the ~ood t hou8ver. Literally as .. tell es 
figur2.t1vel;:t, r oland 1 • • s till in the red. The run-do ... tn economy hes run dO\'1ll further 
in the coD.1'usion of ~/;encie B thpt suddenly surfc-ced t.!hen the pressure of ieEx \1B.S 

reIOOved. '.21\e long £!'.e. -:u thless suppression of public morco.ls hes left the public 
witho::.t *,'il J f the iit01:'als essentiEl to make 2. community function properly uithout 
forc e. "'l''t~, ~ OIril'lUni9' pr-rty \/i11 not, due not, rel1nctUish supreme euthority nor 
permJ.. ('~4211enee f b~, its a ".thority is fractured t:nd splintered so that the t\1in 
tbr",l.t s ot chE'oS £lIrA inertia ere eluey& a t the door. 

Above all, the yeer has ahot·m in a wey all .fol es understend that their 
'olbuntry is hedG,:ed end surrounded, bound by chelns that no amount oi Polish courege 
c an succeed in shatteri1lb' 3i ting , personsl fear has e.'One but a ne .. " gnat·ling fear 
h e s come, the \ iO tt'y that perhaps the tortuous Polish 'tley mey prove to be e deed-end 
street. ?olend t'ejoiced ,!hen there c ems e. time to stop he.vin;; to live \·lith lies. 
But then ceme a time of having t o live \·r1th truth, end it is e nasty truth, li'here 
is lit t le Pal est cen do to make it s\'/t)eter. They must 'tre1t, end they kno\'! it. for 
honey to fio\-, 'trom else'there. lience frustration. 

uestern visitors , descending briefly in Poland \·11th their snug certe.1nties, 
th.e.t permit a patient optimism, :find this frustre.tion hard to understand. The 
~festern visitors ere right. There ere sound end Bolid grounds for optimism 1f 
the optimism is patient. 

7. Yhat is the future outlool; for thn nre !;ent Fo',ish regime? 

Leslie B. Bein, quoted above, is totally pessimist ic: 

'I'he dedicated compromiser who rul es Foland 2.S the 1irst Secretery of the 
Polish United "orkersl (Communist) Perty is a practice! politician "lhose tragedy, 
if it f ine:lly overta1:ea him, \Jill be his belief in a synthesis \·Jbose ingredients 
ere neerly all unrecl. li e stubbornly believes in tryine; to compromise the irrecon
Cilable, and is convinced that, for no~ a t least, such a course offers Polendls best 
hope. The best opinion of his friends and enemies in rolend 1s that he .. Jill fail. 
This opinion may be shared by Gomul!=a himself. :lecently, \llen someone suggested 
to him that nAll Gomull-".eit88 in Poland seem to be optimists except Gomullta him
self," he egreed ruefully. 

I 
,I 
I 
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'rhe Reue Zuercher Ze1tnM ot i-i2y 2, 1957. \12.8 mora or less of the 

sane opinion: 

The question arises ,,nether the disillusionment and the epatb¥ \h1ch 
hE':'7e been gro\"J1ng from dey to dey among the IIIOst zeelous F.nd re.d1cru. init1a.tors 
of the October revolution, ldll reach the tilde circles of the Polish nation 
and \"1111 perelyss the renovation of the country. There 1s ever y indication that 
these per£lysls phenomena have already become P.n acute dcnger. 

G. von Uxkul.l (rtrhe Situation in ?olendll • Die- Tat, Zurich, i·iarch 25. 1957), 

saw a chance for the regime l • survlve1, if the ",fsst \:1e.B ltil11ng to help; 

The ,jest could still ca tch up ,11th the chance in i olend .,hleb it missed so 
treglcelly in Eunge.ry. but \:11th deeds, not \:11th mere llJrda. The ·west could show 
that it 1s also cepable of recoGnizing the spirit of freedom .,hen it presents it
self not only in the ready-made suit of the ilestern model democre.t or \'lith 
Bhining armor, clicldng spurs, end the fleming: .\'~rd of 211 avenger. but in the 
siIiIple clothes of the pre.ctic2.1ly Possible end - on tiptoe. 

It this chance is elso missed, i f the spirit of Folish freedom - tb1ch haa 
no weapons - i8 driVen 8'frey. the Vest \'1111 be able to do nothing lm.t cOJl!POse 
heroic necrologies end epitaphs. 

Richard C. Hoteilet ("Inside Defiant Folend" , The Saturdg ?ven1M Post, 

i-iarch 9, 1957) \'12.8 more opt1m1et1c: 

Gomulka and his PolE'nd ~re \,/elldng a tightrope. If the government provol:es 
the :~eal1n it risks SOViet intervention. If it botls to Russie.n pressure it mel' 
be 8Wept f .'fla:/ by a furious population. Gomulke. must \l£rd off the Stcl1n1sts end, 
es £n old Courmmist, he must clso \/t'rd off those ,tho \·X)uld ignore ib scO\:l and 
liquidate every last vostige of Communism at once- He must rpise the standard of 
living in a country \-dllch Conmtmism h as brought to the brlnl::: of ruin. ]1ortunately, 
he hee strong inner resources to ffll beck on. 

One ot them h the Ramen Catholic Church. tl1thout eny doubt the st r ongest 
force 1n Polish life. Shortly after essum1tl€; pO'-fer, Gomulka relee.sed Cardinal 
i!yszinsld, ..-M had been in confinement since 1953. This prel2.te , en escetic and 
pious men , at once proved himself a states~ In his first sermon, on the dey of 
t he SOViet offensive in liungery, he le1d dot-In the ba sis of th1s strange pe.rtner
ship. IIPoles kno\'! how to die magnificently," the cerdinPl declared. l'but, my 
brothers, Poles must learn to tX)rk megnificently. Death mey bring quick Glory. 
but to live in toil , suffering, pain end se.crifice for y8t!rs is greater heroism. 
And this heroism is needed t odey. n 

Another mein source of strength 1s llhe.t one eight Just as "/ell l abel the 
stubborn Polish natione1 ch&ru:ter. The rugged will to survive as C". n2.t1on hee 
most recently survived seventeen years of oppression and mass murder at the hend.e 
at both the trazle and t he SoViets. This ruggedness has \'Irought a cheIlG8 thAt is 
epparent on every side. People no loDt;;er feer the secret police. They speek their 
Jij1nd.a on t h e teletlbone and do not lb.isper in cro.,.lded ce.:f'bs and r estaurants. A 
-uesterner can meet ,Poles cga1n as he meets Frenchmen in ji'rsnce or Denes in Denmark. 
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The latest reports from 'Jusa'l (Re", York Times, May 26 , 1951) were to the 

effect that I faced \'11th d1fficulties in obtaining l uge-sede financial assistance 

from the U. S.A •• Gomulka, together ,,11th the Prime , iin1star end important e1d.es, 

went to MoSCO"1. 

A U.1. report from \1arsatf (The Jeruselem Post, j.Le,y 28 , 1957) had thie to 

sey about Gomulka's trip: 

The Secretery of the Poli sh COJlUllU'list Perty I i.fr. i.:1.ad1s1au Gomulk:a, ?rime 
: iinister Josef Cyrenlde\dcz , end t\'iO t op economic experts returned here todE'¥ from 
riOSCOl'T after r eportedly plepding for illlDedi8,ta Soviet aid to stave off e. major 
economic crisis. 

Although government officials refused ell comment on the three-day trip. 
ilestern observers here SI;' i d it \'I8 S a 1110bicrl consequence" of rol£'nd 1 B deterlore.ting 
econoc1c condition end of the delay in, and reduced size oi , proposed U.S. aid. 

Intormed sources here s@ld that to stave off a major economic crisis 
?olpJld needs at least "300m. - three twes the emount of the projected Arnerican 
e1d.1 }:Jo mention \,ll"_S made of the mission in the Soviet or Polish press. 

Sydney GruSOD. I s r eport on the outcome of these negotiations (The l~el"1 York 

Times, June 17, 1957) ~8 to the effect that the ausslans \rere cold to the PoliSh 

p lee,s. "Reliable sources" e:%pressed the belief that the lack of r esults tras the 

oain reason \/~ Uri Gomull.:.e.ls sudden visit to the Soviet Union had. been kept en 

o fflcial secret. 

~he glooqy prOphecies about Gotrulkal s future c ede by some reporters need 

not necessarily materialize. There is undoubtedly web disillusion, frustr ation, 

bitterness end discontent in the country £'l'!:Iong: ell groups of the popule.tion . in-

clud1116 the \'Iorkers . But , e.s i.fr. Gruson (The He ... , York Times, June 11, 1957) put it: 

It is clear that some 0 f the eniiOO slties that preve.1led before lest June 
ha.ve been revi ved. :;ut there is this grel'.t difference. The Communist leeder s 
then \'fere aome\'lha.t distrusted. M. Gollllllka seems to hEwe the \JO r l:ersl unreserved 
confidence. though they cennot understand \"~ he feels he has to rete1n some of 
t h e old politlcpl bosses. 

1) Poland \1111 receive from the U. S. A. :,;48.9 Mill. in su.rplus ferm goods and 
JIl2.chinery and p.ddit i onal ~.l i111l . as Boon as congressional authoriza.
tion hc.s been received. The essistence \'l£'.& given ill the form of loans. 



Practically everyone in Folend realizes that the present regime represents 

the utmost 111!d.t t o tlhich i·ioeco'll lf1ll let Polend go in the direction of freedom. 

If t he people were to overthrow or even to threEten the GoJll1ll--..e regime the 

Russians tlOUld move in. This is en extreoely strong deterrent cnd the Church. 

kno,·t1ng it, ,·Iholeheertedly supports Gomulka. 

8. The Soviet eh24o,\" 

One of the achievements of the October uyhee.ve.1 , e. freeer press. has 

elree.dj been lost to t he : 018s. 

Sydney Gruson reported in The !Tell York T1me§ of ifay 5, 1957 ; 

The Polish press, '>.hieh pl~ed e leed1ng r ole in l est year's political 
upheeval here, is slo':fly but surely being reahaped to fit the pert of un
questioning supporter of the rul1ng Communist partyt 8 poll C)'. 

This 1s the ,,/py \.'1~8le.." Gomulka , first aecretery of the United tlorkera 
(CoI!U1Ul1at) perty, l'fC'nts it. Ris objective 1s beiJlf; achieved by the dismissal 
of newsmen end \4'Uers considered t o be IIreviaion1 sts" end by ed1torir~ chrJlb8S 
in the papers considered t o be le~lng i n their support of the ~irBt Seeretary. 

St ertiIl€ '41th Trybune. Ludu, from "hich .:l adysle", i4c.t \t1n \1£.8 dismissed e.s 
editor in ::'ebru.ery , ell t he i:rrsaw nS\18papers end periodiccls heve been subjected 
to reor;;anize.tion impo sed openly or indirectly by H. Gomulkl!.t s e.1des in t he 
Centrel Committee Secreteriat. 

Hr. Gruson urote that this "TaS due t o t he opinion o f Gonru.1ka. that the 

press \1B.S responsible : or mEintein1nc en dmosphere of uneertainty and discontent 

in the country end of she.rpeIl1.n(i e.c!:no· ... ledg:ed divisions \11thin the (Colill11UD.ist) 

party. 

It must , hol-feVer, be pointed out that in ~ ierch end .April. in p erticuler, 

the Soviet press (Pr2.vde.. ::0l!U!!UAlst. SoVYetskaye. Bossi12 .• Novi 111f, the Wooe.1nian 

Union of :/riters) openly atte.cked t he culture1 end economic reforms 1n Pol end. the 

under standing trith the Church, the Polish press , end the at titude of youth. Prc,vd&. 

in pf'.rticulu, pOinted to the threat ,·lh1ch t he editoriel offices of e number of 

Polish papers 2nd some journel1sts constituted to the perty Weue Zuercher 

Zet ts. .>larch 18 end April 14 , 1957). 
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A. B. Ray1m in his letter from l:f.rsa\'1 , "Antl -Sem1tlst'1: A New Soviet :Jxport" 

(Dl':V'eJ". ~'re.v 10, 1957 ) , describes the ''lressure in the follouln& ~rds: 

In Polish j ournEllstlc circles, these unuSU21 ~ntl-Sem1tlc outbursts 
(the r eference is to the incidents described belo '.! under the hee.d1ng "Anti
Semitlsml1) ere regf'sded [".9 en e:,:presslon of lD SC0\11 e displep.sure \:lith the Fallah 
entl-Sovlet trend • .. .dl1.ch finds e.-:oression in the attl tude of the Polish press. 
At the sema time, t hese p;tte.cks U8 regarded L 8 directed l'gC' inst the continuation 
of this line end e&E".lnst celend' s refusal to eccept the OJ;"ficlal Soviet line 
concerniQb the Jews cnd the State of Israel • 

.Felish ne\'1Speperoen c.einte1n that 1 t 18 not at ell an accident tbe.t the 
press \'Je s selected e.s e. tF:"Cet for ent1- Sem1tlc attacks. It ill ,rall knO\tn that 
the r olish press ,·It'S the m2in force in t he !>o\'ter :.."Ul movement \lhich spreng up in 
r olend end \"idch. put under criticr l scrutiny the old St el1n1st principles of 
governcent . This movecent engendered 2nd prepered the "PoliSh October, " es the 
ch8llg:8 "hich commenced v;ith the Zit;hth ?len:um, \·.hen G-onulke. \'res restored t o 
po \'rer, 1s called. And to this dry, despite 211 efforts to clip its ~J1ngs, the 
foli sh p ress hes served P S the cent er of opposition, criticism , ~d reaistllllce 
to the return of the old , :rinciples of s overnnent of the Stelin ere.. ..i th the 
tendency of :·OSCO \'l to rene\! the Sh ·lin days , the resistance of the rolish press is 
en obstacle in the :reml1n's trey. someth1n& ,Mch cennot be tolerated. 

On the other bend, these ne\fspppermen believe that the !'"...remlln l"lented to 
test Gomulka' 8 strength, to 2.scert2.in to ':lhP.t e::tent he has succeeded in 1n
nuencing his press end bending it to his ,·1111. There i8 no doubt the.t if these 
anti- Semitic attacl:s had occurred a f eu DOnths ~, shortly a fter the "Polish Oc
tober , " the rolish press \,t>uld have rSE' cted very strongly to them. At that time a 
violent controversy \'Ies beiIl& ~sed in the columns of Tribuna Ludu, as 'tell as of 
other .Polish ne\·lspapers . ,11th Pravda over the libel e&£'.inst the Geneul Secretary 
of the Polish COlDl!Wlist Puty \.b1ch \1£8 published on the eve of the Sejm elections. 

But the r olish press, which hed broU&ht Gomulke. to pa \ter, received the first 
blo\'! at his hend. His first ectioD. 'deD to limit the little freedom it enjoyed by 
imposing a str1ct censorship upon it. 

In the first period after the elections, end despite the ne'1 censorship 
restrictions, the press \-fe.S still able to voice its criticism end objections, its 
d1seppointmenta end bitterness over the position Gomul.l~a edopted c.fter the elec1;k)ns. 

According to this vie~l, the !iremlin "rented to see \·Jhether Gomulka. "mo 1s 
seeking a r spprochement \11th iiosco \1 . h £.d alreedy succeeded in curbing the 
rebelliou8 group , the JournPlists \!ho ere full of criticism of iLosco\" end its 
policies. Hence the ent1- Sem1tic e.rr0\'18 shot by iioscol1 e.t the Polish ne\·rspe.permen. 

\'/111 the j·foscol1 assault succeed? il1l1 iiosco\·, be able to muzzle the Polish 
press? This ~uestion is essentie1ly a part - - an importent pert, to be sure --
of the beneral problem of ~lSsial s relations "li th her nearest \lestern neighbor . 
Folend's geographic£! position has e great , if not a deCisive, influence on this 
problem of relations. '~he geogreph1cel position of our country determines its 
independence end sovareisnty ," the r oles sey jestingly. It is to be doubted that 
the ; 011 sh press ,1111 succeed in beill6 En eAception to thi s Dasic pri nciple of 
the r olish-Russ i en problem. 
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])19 Heue :Tont (Vienna) of j·i8¥ 4, 1957. summed up the 1I j"ioscov shadcu" 

in the foliouing sentence: 

Poland pri marily needs economic dd. but £>~ 80 pollt1cel support Bbe.1nat 
j<ioscow lIhich tries in every possible tlB3, thro1J6h internal pollt1cel intrigues as 
\mll as economic pressure end sabotpgB, to restore it to the position of e 
satellite, without a m11 of its O\'l2l, as it \'1e.S before. 

section B. 

1. The nress renorts on end discusses anti-Semitism 

Articles about (or n e..1nly egelnst) anti-Semitism in Poland have been 

eppe2xing in the Polish press for ~ long tl~e (aee, ~. The Institute Annuel 19$6, 

pp. 385 ff.) There heve else been numerous reports about it in the f~relgn press. 

Here 1s "/hat a correspondent of the j·wnchs!;ter GuardiPB (April 15. 1957) '-!Tote on 

the "Reviv21 of Anti- Semitic Tendencies in Poland" : 

It 18 oore then doubtful ubether th~ special cocoisoion uhich has been set 
up b:r the centro.l cOJ:lLlittee of the Polish United '':orkersl (CoDOuni st) party to inves
tigc.te the probleos of the "national ninori ties tl uill be in a position to fulfill 
its task of fi ghting t he groning enti-Sec1tisD. Of th~ 60,000 or 70,000 Jeus in 
Pol~d. not more than 10.000 or IS.OOO are prepared to aueit the results. The 
others bave Dade up their minds to ecdgrate os soon as possible. A special pasGport 
office has been set up in ·,;'arsa'l7 . and applicants cnn be surs of getting a pan3port 
and special emigrat ion license uhich enables them to tah~ abroad uith them all their 
possessions end. trade t ools, but no t10 ney - uhich 'I7o uld. be ot no value rmyuay. 

Thore are several reasons nby the Jens non feer on increa se in anti-Semitism. 
One is that several of the arrested leaders of the political depart ment of the Sec
ret Police are Jens. Some of these ,n il be t ried soon and many Jens prefer not to 
nait for these trials. The atrocitiea cODD1tted by Rozanski have been n1dely publi
cized. and "hat nas oeant to be oerely anti-Beria and anti-S talin propaganda auto
matically assWled an anti-Jeuiah character. Jsnish leaders I:IO...l{e no secret of their 
opinion that Jet7 s in Poland could feel mch safer under the Stalinist regina \7hich 
forced all Ri6ht-nlng elements to hids their real feelings. The process of liberali
zation has given these elements ne~ courage and many Jena feel that enti-Semitl~ 
is bound to gran if Poland becomes more democratic. 
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The 60 , 000 or 70,000 Jet:tS in Fol and today are ell that ere left over floom 
3 . 500,000 before the lTP.r. i-iore tlw.n three mil l i on \"rere killed by the ~le.z1s: most 
of the survivors emlE,T B.ted during the yepra 1946- 1950. together ui th those Folish 
JewB l."Jho had been deported or bed ned to Russia durlIl€ the l:lET and t.!ho after\rerds 
returned to Poland. In tfl3rse.'a there ere nO\l only 12,000 Jeus. cOl:!Ipared with 
300 , 000 before the ~ler. HO\,/8ver. there are stUl l ar ge GTOUPS in Lodz end in 2nd 
around \!rocl a\-! (Breelau). end in other prrts of S11esla. 

Before the ~ar JanG in Poland nere an easy target for abuse_ They uere the 
small cap! tolists and the merchants. But this "accusatl onll can hardly be brought 
fonrard noui as caplte.liSl'l no lonGer has any place in Poland. neu economic reasons 
have to be found. One that has been broueht fomerd 1s thOlt J8\1S occupy the laad
ing post s in national ized industties , end that the di r ection of economic affairs 
nas in their hands during: the Stlllini s t period. As Hilary" i·ilnc , ":1ho nas the econO
mic dictator of Poland during the years 1945-56, i8 a Jan, it has been Basy to com
bine enti-Comounist feelings nith anti-Secitiac. It io i nteresting to note thot in 
the pre-Stalinist 10nrs from 1945 until 1948 e~actly the Bace arguments nere being 
used. end then they created a mass- hysteria "hich found an outlet in the pogroms of 
Kielce . in 1947. ohers the militia made no oerious attoqpt to intervene. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

At the sane time there a re fatrly clear indica t i ons that the Stalinist el e
cents in Poland. tlho uont to discred1 t j·ir. GomuLlta and. hie regime 'I7i th every Cleans 
at their dl$posal. ar e tryi ng to USB anti-Semitism as a ueapon in their campaign. 
They 170uld find it difficu.lt to brand hie as lIa slave ot rIestern capi talism ond im
perialism. 1I In a:n.y case there nould be little point; the lUljority of Polish people 
,"auld certainly prefer to come under the influence of 17eshrn capi taileD. than be 
subj ected to ;.:ussian State capitalism, and the Poles lenO\1 very uell nhat Russian 
imperialism can mean. Therefore, the Stalinist elenents prefer to call him a sl~ve 
of the Jens and to appeal to the primitive instincts of people nho cannot shon their 
real feelings, t/hich ore basi~ly o.nti- Ruosian. 

l!evartheless. it is recar~qt.ble that the grouth of o.nti- Seoi tinm has coincided 
nith the cloning dOilIl of the revolution. As l ong as the liberation froD Stal1niso 
seemed to p rogress DIlti-Seci tistl oas no problem. On the contrary. the LlOod ot the 
population during the Suez crisia nae stronely pro-Jenish and the blame nas put on 
the Russians, nho nere. accused of hav1116 f omented th e trouble by supplying arcs to 
Zgypt . But as soon as the r evolution nas sloued donn and tbe internal t en sions 
gren anti-Semitic t endencies became stronger. Hon it seems that the total or nearly 
total exodus of the Jeus from Poland cay be th e price uhich nill have to be paid 
for tbe political stabilization of the country. 



• 

18 

The follo\l1ng neye\·d.tness ll report 01 Peter Schm1d, correspondent of 

Die 'ifeltvoche (ZUrich, ~rll 18 , 1957). afforde E good ins1eht into the present 

stete of entl- Se:11Us.c. in .?cl eM: 

••• A Jeld.cll butcher "no sell s meEt in ~. COO'l8rf'.tive shop a t \!albrzych 
(\laldenburi;:) sterted t o ouarrel vit h a Folish miner \:!ho liaS dis satisfied \l1th the 
quality of t he meat apportioned to him end hed pushed it back across the counter. 
The butcher, en errogant end b~-utcl fello" , becrme enrec ed End tried to hit the 
customer 1 s hend ,11 t h his knife • 

The nS\ls of this incident spread 11::8 tll !dtlre throUtih the smElll tOlm. 
An lnfur1e.ted mob gathered 1n front of the butcher shop end \lpnted to l ynch 
t h e Je..., ,"ho kept out of sight . 

~ut elready his ins1gn1f1cent per son llea no lon.;er the object of the mob l s 
fury, but all the 12,000 JS,o/S of 1!albrzych tos:ether. "hile the :geople rioted, 
the police lool:ed on end did not interfere. Folice f rom neighboring tows \:Iera 
rushed to the ~cene ; they , too, loolted on cot!!>lecentl,. tben J evish property ,teS 
dest royed. Only the arrival of soldiers frOQ the \!rocl e.l1 (Brealen) georrison 
restored cl'~~ But this fenatical outbref'k had done i~8 \1Orlc : todey there 18 
hardly a J el1 1n Siles1e who does not try to bet hie e:ngre.tion papers for Isreal 
or S0t:18Ulere else (there ere soce llho \/llnt to go to S\f1tzerlend) •••••••• 

An extremely frenlt e::position of the problem of e.nti-Semlt1SI:1 by Julius%: 

Burgin appeared in Pr zerla4 I\ulturall\Y of :'ebruary 13. 1957. under the hel'.din& 

'IThe Pest. n 

Here 10 \.dU:'t i ir. Bure;1n 9ElYS (mostly 1n 11terE'l trenslation ) : 

As l e ta es t t iO or three yec.rs eGO . \.ben slt;nB of a ree l threat of violent 
nationalism in our life beci me more evident End~e1Uent , so~e r epresent atives of 
the Farty end Gover noent offic1ally denied thi s . ';omotlces these deniels \:Tere 
mede quietly , sOtletimes \11th indi.;nat i oD, pnd !lol:le timeo they \1er e e.ccompr n1ed by 
benign advice to be ("uiet e:nd composed , bee. use the s l e;ns el1egedly \Fer e not borna 
out by t he facts. ~t these signs nul tiplied fron d.2y to dey end en eJqllenation 
of quite obvious fects " /e.S de02nded. ..hen ell sta tements on the need to be 
realistic end not to exeggerete the situe.tion f,.,lled to persuc.de the people, one 
began to heE':r murmurs about the hard r ealities of the Stat e e.nd o f t he necessity 
to Bp"pl y f'n t',,"e~Ul'te policy. It wes hinteti t hat these ,,.ere very delice..te t'nd coo
plex problems, t o be dee~t \'11th r e ther e::;cluBively by the highest author i ties. 
These delicete end cocple:t probl ems llera confided. only to high otficlcis and 
this , too , in great secrecy . 

Yet these ,;ere not personal matters but poUticel problems tJh1eh can and 
should be discussed publicly. It "tas the !>robl em of nationalism ,m.lch lncre2_singly 
essumed veriouG 2spec ts __ entl-Ger c:t8n , e.nti-JotJish, enti-Ul:rc1n1e.n, enti-i:hite
Russian , end f inelly enti- Soviet • 

• • • • • • • • 
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(;'ere SOC8 of our comrades 1n his;h po si tions redly bl inded to such an extent 
that they did not Be e the denger of this netioDellsm? I t 1s hard to ens\rer this 
question , but the f r et 1s that for me~ years our ?erty did not f i Ght netionelisD 
end only lip service \1£'.8 paid to interne.tionellsm. One oentioned it pud soon 1'01'
~ot it . 50t<!9ver, in everyday life e nat lonel ist pol icy ~re.B tppl ied. 

I f4'1.ould like to elucid2.te only one u pset of this nE.tlondlsm. Is there 
enti- Semitlsm in ~olend1 

I 
A foolish Q.uestion. Of course there is. :'or severe! yeers , it \lea the 

pol icy ~pplled unofficially but very ~Tstematicplly end consistently in our govern
:Jsnt 11fa. This policy he.d a very \'1811 elE.bore.ts stre.tee:v o :?or euomple, in the 
yeu 1951/1952 - purging the .?erty e.pperatus of comre.des of Je\1ish orlGi . ~ ; i:l. t~!l 

• year 1954/1955 - the forced removcl of comredes of Jevish orlbln from the Ar~i 1n 
the srme year the removal of the same "c£'.tegoryll of citizens from €overnment c.d
oinistration. This entire cempeign (comrnollly c elled "Arypnizp.tion ll ) \1E.S conducted 
on secret i nstructions Given to the loce! party cnd other le~.der s~ In the hi fihGr 
Party echelons one ~IF S t e..1.Jb:ht ho\f to count J ellS, to tr. ce the nationel .:nd even 
r2cir~ orogin of citizens 2nd Farty comredes end enli@lt ened on ..\::B'( this should be 
done E'nd given f'n id~ologicf'l motlvE'.tion for the .Ar~~EJlization pleu. ,{hen thiIlbB 
ceme out i~to the open~ efforts l/ere made to COV3r then up . Uhen COl:Ipl!'ints 
:.-el'.ciled hi~er euthorities , r eGret tres expressed thct •• • the officiel acted clUlDsily 
and unnecess2rlly broUbht it into t he open. And one fPpl1ed "suerter" methods 
\Ii thout, houever . chpnging the ganerPl cO"lll"se. 

It has to be kept i n mind that all this hE-ppaned during the trlels \Mch 
tlere c~tcterized as the f1~t EGei nst t~le Trot z!~-Z1on1st conspirr.cy egr1nst 
socie.lism.. ;~fter borrou1ne; froIl the :'rsc1st crsenel t l.le poi Goned " er{.lon of enti
Sem!tism . one consciously and purposely aimed e.t creating 1n the public mind the 
1opression that l! men of J eu1ah ori::,1.n , E'nd especielly e. CoIlt:ronist of Je,·.rish 
origi n, tl~ S e. synonym for ll. spY" rod trei tor. 

Cen one reelly e.ccuse sooe politiciene of t he p eriod, lhlch hes fortunE'_te1~' 
passed. of suCh perfidy? 

Ple~se renember t he tril'l of :laJ!:. of Sl e.' 8 1~, the cese of the iioSCO \1 
physiciens. Ca.,. one reelly E..s sume thet tho se :)011 t1clens d.1d not :ll.o \"! that 211 
t hese accus~.t10ns \lere pl ein 11es? :temecber the atrlosphere e.round these End 
s imler trials. '~a!;:e into account the concept of t:le r lle!;edly d.c llbsrous threC".t 
of the non- e::rls t11l[; Tr ot:±y1st- C10n1ot :naf1a. Zionism, l1!:e euy other ne.t1oncl1st 
movement, is hostile t o socialiSlll. but it cloes not follo \:! that one cen ll.ccuae 
eveI".f CO!'ll:l'lmiat of J e t·r1 U orii;.'in or eVen Je~1i ,.-h ne_tionrl1ty of act1vity 1n behe:lf 
of a Trotzkylst-Zionist-imp et:.rllst l'beney. S1mllc r ly , 1f one is P. Geor~ltn , it 
does not follow from this fr ct t hp.t one must be e. Geore-.1.rn net ionelist . ::e ory be, 
end even wi th grea t success, a Gree t :-.uss1en nationalist . 

It is l:nOUl th£t l'nti- Semitism, like (!~, nat ionl'li !3m, can be en u~' 
sent icent. but it cr n ~lso be . cUQ is , ~ pelier . 

wen froLl t he forum of the 7th Plenum o f t he Co mmuni st Perty some speal:ers 
tried to US(3 the alibi preperect for yeas and insisted (1 believe un.successfully) 
thl!.t they diel. not p rofess or support f'nti- Sem1tism, but r:.t the Sf-me time they de
mended the r ar:onl of Jeus :fron Ullllecesser,.." positions which they elle~eci.ly hel d to 
the detriment o:l t he .5tet e. The e!':tort t o cf!llt F-lize on the C'nti-Semitic rnd in 
generE'~ nc.tio~l:Lst poli cy CEme to ti.1E".sa ~)oli ticitns at e. criticd momer.t , ,hen it 
\.12.S neceaaE'r,.' to ","iva en account of t heir UGly \"1Ork. They cPlled to account pnd t hey 
submitted ver10us pUb1s, BllIOnr,; them of ::leria. of Je\"/s . ~he Jet·lish ergument - - thj s 
is \1811 !mo\-m. ••• 
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It so h3!Jl)ened 6.t the 7th Plenum the.t "the Jel.r1sh debaten centered e.round 
three pOi nts: Should i olend be Judenire1? Should the l2ldek (ilJ'etionellst fE·rty of 
Foland) treditione.l numerus clrusu§ preve.1l? Or should Foland become e. count~r of 
.?rolet l'.l"lan Internationalism7 There \'tere 2.lso diverse tendencies to compromise , 
V.S h.appens "l1th people of not cleE'.r- cut opinions ,,"mo long eGo lost the tl'..,dit lon 
of ldeolob ic, l struggle. This controver sy even found e:tpresslon in the decision 
of the 7th Plenum. but e.ctue~ly it '.'!£'s never resolved. In prc.ctlce. there re
r.lr lned only the ne.tioJlrl1stlc 1)olley t.hich ouic}:1y brought about the unusueJ. de
velopment of pnti- SemiUsm. i~t1culerly active in al'plyi~ this policy \Iere 
those \·he \lere forced ever to 1001;: for e.llbis that they were not the ones guilty 
for the distortion of our \'l~y to Soc1elism • 

• • • • • • • 

Is there then enti- Semiti srn 1n Polendl Yes . there ls, end lt develops E'£ 

a !>olicy applied by certrin elements €nd groups , E' relic of t he past but no\', re
v1tdized by the politicims of yesterdey. 

• • • • • • 

This cereMly so\'l!1 end fo stered ent1- Serni tism, fcmned sometimes secretly 
end sOlletimes openly , is no \! yield.1Il€ its poisonous fruit . The atmosphere for 
Jews -- both those tklO profess Je\"Tish nat10nrlity as \fell as those \"1ho consider 
themselves Foles by birth -- has become unaeereble. One of the .:.rael' nel'tspe.pers 
receives letters on anti-Semitism \'Mch are vlI'itten rether clUlJsily but ere hi(:;;hly 
chera.cter1stic of our period. A Je ... d sh t!or!:er \1l"ltes! ttl E..m e. \,tor!~er. I lIP.S not 
l'l1d I am not nO \1 1n a top post tion in the coWltry. I ,·.res born in Polend, as 
llere my perents. I rm of ..... or!dl\:.. cless ori61n rnd of Je"Iish nationality. I be
lOIlbed to the Folish COmrJUnist youth movement and ell my life I he,ve fought 2gp..1nst 
~e scism. I lived in ~ermEny end ;rl'nCe once and there I belon6ed to the Communist 
rarty . In Spain 1 \·/2.S a member of the Polish J rige,de \d.th the rank of a 
l1eutenant . I received severe! decoretiona for my fight ~gc1nst Fa scism in 
.spE'1n end \'las a member of the Communi st FErty in Spain. After the \/('r I ceme 
bacI: to Polend. Until the Seventh Congress of the Communist Ppr ty I fe l t li1:e 
a normal citizen of the People's Poland , ~or ~bich I heve fought rll ~ life . 
? he sta tements of comrpdes Rouek end Chelcho\'lski tlere nationE'listic and no\{ \'Ie 

get the results . .Anti-Semitism is groHing end no one is trying t o stop it. 

HAs far 2 .8 I em concerned. I think . he .fever pcinfully , to leE·ye Foland. I 
am e. Folish citizen end r oland is II\Y fatherland. end not ISTe-.el, ... rith \·lbich I heve 
nothing in COI!lLlon. I don ' t know even hOll to apeel: Yiddish \1el l . i,iy \',Iife and t \JO 
sons perished in OSt·riecim... I Em e Comounist end over there a cE'pitc1ist regime 
r>revt.lls. .And lhet E!\'1<'its me there is lr 1soo, end here in r ole.nd, dee.th a.t the 
hends of the lmti- Semites.. . I 2.sk :';:Qr rdvice , I still \'.rant to live End there 
is no \·nere to turn. 

"Yes , there is no uhere to turn ••• n 

Another \'JTites: "InterIl2.tione:lism - \ihe.t e beE'.utiful-sounding \/Ord, but 
ho\'/ ugly snd distorted in our present reEllty. 2 epressions agl'1nst Je.'ls. .!oIO ,
mr intein some politiciens and responsible per sons in our r~rty end Government 
E'~eratus, but at the seme time they accept suggestions for dismiss£! of 
specialists of Jewish ori E,i.n. At the city conference on elections the deleg£'.tes 
find anti- 3emitic leaflet s in their folders (\iroc1m'I , :uecember 14-15 , 1956 ) . 

"The Je\'rish p roblem ~las become e burning one in Foland. .Anti- Semitism is 
grOt·I1ng. FolE'nd is losinb presti..,;e in the eyes of the ""orla. i·reybe you thin1: 
tha t thiri;"- 'fi.ve to forty thouspnd JellS in .?olend 2re of no importance •• • •• 
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"lione of the f Ectors of t he People's Government have a consistent attitude 
in the JetT1sh question. ... I F.m fl. candidate of the Ferty end my he~rt eches 
that I must reproach the ie.rt y for pa ssivity end , in some instences, for 
tolera.ting enti-Jeu1sh manifestp.tlons. ? herefors. knO tJillg that I cannot influence 
the Party , but. on the other hend, not being eble to reconcile myself to the 
l)resent e.tmosphers, I he.vB given up t he PE'xty membershi p eflr d. I do not \1ent to 
belong to EO. Party 't.hlch proclaims high interne.tionE'l slogans and silIDlltaneously 
tolerates natlo!lrllst mrnlfest f'.tions. I em embittered by the attitude of t he 
?E'rty .1\ 

Leon Rosen of ~lrocle\'f, not finding E!loth9r \'lay. gives up his p~ty member
ship cerd.. Houever, those \'iho tore 6u1lty of eo tl1ng ne.tionellsm in the 2arty. of 
fostering it, have not yet given up their cer ds as members of the high PErty 
h ierarchy. 

It is clear thE'.t such en atmosphere beet'me unbearable for mPny. Attacked 
from Farty end public platforms, eliminated publicly or quietly from \'/Ork. treeted 
differentl y from other citizens, removed from the er~, from rectories, from 
offices, from positions c211ed spect eculu ones pnd from not specte.cult·r ones 
(that a nice "/Ord t;rO\'/Il 1n the gutter of our indigenous enti-Sem1t1 sm! ) , held 
responsible not only for the sins of ell 8counctrels of Je\'11sh origin, but even 
fOl~ the spread of Enti-Semiti91l'l , accused by sOme of Stalin1sm 2n{\ by others of 
activities in behcl.:i of \1Or1 cl lmperielism, accused of collDUll1s1I1 u d n2.tionr lism -
tlhl'.t should t hese Je';ls do? \lh.en they stert f i ght ing £n6.. protest 10u~U.y , demending 
Eln intern2.tionallst policy, t hey pr e repr02.ched for C'rrogence or at lee.st l eck of 
modesty , ",bich allegedly 1s e. nat10nel Je\11sh t rp1t. If, on tbe other Mnd. they 
Give up fighting E'nd decide to \·dthdraw or to emi grate, they ere e.ccused of 
co~rerdice End ce.pltule.tion, '..bich allegedly ere elso Je· .. l1sh nationti trdts. 

J. AmbrozieHicz. 3. Gonczusld, end J. Olszeus1~, \·.rrlting in Fo-Prostu of 

Jenuary 6, 1957 under the title "t'hen Ghosts lie.ke Up " sPid in part: 

At t he pert~·· district conference in .:e.rsc1'T, voices are he~rd t hc: t ~) er sons 

of Je \'Ji3h origin resUI!l.e their previous nemes . in order tha t it f!J£:; be easier 
to determine "M is e. Jew (end \ho 1s not ). 

A group 0: offi cers propose Hr. X 2.6 deputy to the Sejm. Apparently, t hey 
have fUll confidence in h im. his c f'ndid.e.cy is C'-ccepted. but those ,.!ho submit ted 
it betore, are no \! VE'veri1l6 : Hf'ybe their candidate is of J e\'d sh origin. 

Hembers of 2 locpl committee stFte that their pollt1cel opponent has 
adopted, P.s 2. method to ll 'Ju1date people. the spre rcl1ng of rumors the.t t hey l're 
Jevs. It eppeer s the t such an espersion 1s I!IUch more drll6erous then baiD&: chE'.rg ed 
\'rith lac!;: of profession,,"l or D'Iorpl q,ueli:f1ce.tions or even ,·lith criminel acts. 

!'rom \/elbrzych, Dz1erzon1o\·" Szczecin, end other to\'IIlS ,·!here there is e. 
considereble Je\·lish settlement, come reports of intimidations of' Je,l1sh \.orl;:ers, 
creftsmen. and their fem11i es. 

ilhet is the source of this enti-Semitism1 I;e D2y see it in the deb~cle of 
t he system. .Anti- Semitism he.s served for centuries e.s a. lightning rod for de
cl1n1:ne; sy stems. It is no eccident tha t it t-/r s just FOOng those \lho \-Iere t he chief 
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e:tpOnents of the St alinist system that the strongest anti-Semitic feeling burst 
·~orth. ~he8e people 8llb1neered E'cts to arouse old co~)lexes end prejudices 1n 
the publ1c mind. They propounded the idee. t hat the Jet-IS elone were reS!>onsible 
for this sy stem of le.'dlsssness , for loss of BOverel~ty. for the ecaneme decline. 
Th ey tried to justify p~l this by the f e.ct thet severE1 Itey posl tions \'/ere held 
by Jews. 

But Je\'18 1n higher positions form only e. smell percentege. ..hat h as this 
to do ,·l1th the JSttish \"/Orker or lnt ellectucl tlho often fOUGht in the front line of 
the br ttl e egeinst the Stalinist reblme? 

Eut thoss elements \-m.o \'!e-nt t o I!leke the JS\1S 2 8 B people responsibl e for 
St211n1sm 1n Polend eppel'l to irrationel emotions end old antl-Je\·d.sh prejudices , 
.. .hlch do not require eny lo.g1cel motivation. The e.ccusations l're USUE'l1y 
directed ego inst those peopl e ~"ho he.d the l ee.at in common \"lith Stalinism, such 
as the Jeulsh shoeme!:er, driver , or 6mell \-.nite collar \1or !:er. 

Besides , tha thesis of collective responsibility of the Je\ls overshe.dotls 
the just t hesis of i ndividue1 responsibility of peopl e for their deeds . The 
thesis of collec tive Je\"~sh responsibility permits the Aryan scoundrel to shed 
nis ~uilt end to gr ent hiosel! abso l ution. 

There are elsa voices ~mich contend thet the reports about enti- Senitiso 

are e:-..eggerated end th2.t they only serve the enemies of the ne\1 r egime. 

Here is \.hat the :;'o ll~s-S;t;vme of i-terch 6 ~tr1tes ebout one such voice: 

Another Opinion About Antl-Sem1tiam 

In its column "Correspondence" I t he Craco," litercry , /ee:-:ly ~ 
Literackie , No. 9 of i~rch 3 . 1957 is published a long l etter under the heading 
ItToler E'nce end Pol ish ).nti- Semitlsm" by one L. ::lectoro\"lioz. tie t;ould per haps 
not concern ourselves \"11th it - I!llch ht-e c-lrQ~dy been '"/t'itten on this subject -
if the writer had not expressed mc-ny fdee opinions. 

~OU8 for ? oland l s good reputetlon in the \~rld, J1ectoro,dcz ~ests 
t lu>.t t he Polish press, p prt1culerl y the literery p eriodice.1.s , should '"lrite less 
about Dnti- Semitis I:l. in our country. lie p roceeds from t tlO pr emise s: one . such 
'"lX'it1ngs contain e. good dee! 0"1 exabgeration ; t\-~, they are usetul only to 
the enecles of Poland' s October 3evolution. The author seya ; 

"Ii t he sociel reel1ty corresponded to the 
nucber of the articles in the press ~micb 
heve l e.tely been devoted to pnti-Semitlsm 
and to the per secution of e.t heists, one 
might think that PO~OIJS find lynchings 
occur every dey in ?ol2Ild, that graves, 
filled with innocent victims , ere multi
pl ying, end thet \fa ere e. people of 
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And fUrther: 

2) 

sadists, one l erge €eng of ~asclsts. fience 
the conclusion that the Poles do not deserve 
libert y . but need e, government ,·dl1ch has a 
stron~ h2nd. Therefore. the bullying 
Ste.llnists ,-rere right. At least, no anti
Semitism e:;aated in their time. ~he Je\'lish 
citizens did not t hinl: of leaving Poland; 
in the schools full rellb~ou8 tolerance 
prevailed... The press could not find 
';.'Crda of delight for t he existine; 
situation! •• t Is it not cleer that the 
present campe.1gn mtlet l ea4. to conclu-_ 

sioDa l":hlch , tho~ ,".tell-int entioned, ere 
exagger ated, out of proportion to the teets, 
end unfair to our society a s a \..bolel n 

"To be sure , enti-Semt1aIl e;(i sts . but 
not to such PD extent as to warrant the 
dreoe.tlc end elerm.1ng tone of certain 
articles. Anti-Semitism must be con
demned and fought, but at the same time 
one must ml!intain the right propOrtion 
end epply the proper meens. II 

It i s precisely \'lith regard to proportion that lFe e~nnot e«ree ,lith the 
correspondent of Zycle Ll tera.ckie. I'oes L. :Jlectoro \'d.cz not feel thd he. 
though un\'d.tt1ngly, echoes tho se ,'.ho in the pre-October dRys, tried to be
little the Wllve of enti-Semitism \~ich then ero se in our country, and his ViallS 

suggest that the 211e~edly "artificial elarm!! stems from the journalists in 
hypersensitive Jewish groups? To st ~JLP out the pl egua of anti-Semitism, the 
Bore on the sound body of the Polish people's revolution, " e must not toy 
\"lit h proport1ons, The author himself perceives i t ,ihen he S!)oa}:s of the 
umeanell ,·mere he get s involved in contradictions ~lith his preceding ex
l)lenations, 

A revie'"1 of the polemics golll€ on in the Polish press about snti-

5eoitlsm ,·ras given by .i. Z. Laqueur in his l'rticle "Poles Ask .Jach Other 

ilhy Jetrs Leavert (The Jerusalem ?ost. i,iay 24. 1957): 
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The Polish debate on anti-Semitism continues. It is a somsuhat confused dis
cussion, for it does not fo llon t he usual division of opinion in Poland today. 

Oue motrs that the enti-Stelinist left ':7ing of the Polish ,· orkers party is 
again st anti-Semi tism, nhereas the Stalinist right uing bas openly come out in favor 
of a nWlerus cla usus (or "national regulatine;1I as the official IITrybuna Lwiul1 cnlled 
it someuhat euphemistically the other day). The present debate, hauever. is among 
r epresenta tives of the anti-S talinist left Ping. some of uhom argue that the situa
tion has improved in comparison TIith the stcte of affairs seVen, fi ve or eVen three 
years ago . In their opinion. onti-Seoitic outrages ahould of course be most active
ly combated , but there '\'las no ne9d to €ive such incidents e:·:cessive publicity; if 
Jens nant ed to leave Poland this nas highly regrettable, but they should be permit
ted to do so end no obstaclee should be put in their nay - as had b een the prac
tice in the past. Thi s vieu nas voiced , for inst~nce, in e much-discussed ~rticle 
in "Po Prostu." l~ccording to other writers, hon8ver. anti-Semitism continues to 
be a r eal p r obl em and no attempt should be oade to pl ny it down. Je;ls should be 
permitted to l eave Poland if they really insisted on it, but grenter efforts should 
be made to persuade then to stay. 

Press Bl ames 

This, for instance, is t he vi en t~~en by t no publicists, Boguslanski and 
\'"01n1, in a polemical article ( Irne ought not to be Jesuit-s ll) in IIPrzeglad Kultur.:ll
ny." In their opinion the manifestotions of antl-S eoiti sm have not been exaggerated 
by the p ress. They quote a letter sent to the editors Qy somebody in Uloclanek nho 
decanded tha t the llYids should be annihila ted" because "God himsel f sent Hitler to 
punish the Jens. II There have been qui te a nunber of such letters, and thei r auth ... r s 
have no right to speak in the name of the Polish nation. IIHonever, let us not be 
Jesuits ••• These let ters cannot be treated as freaks from the most backna rd indi
vi duals in Poland . Let us face the truth. Anti-Semitism is deep ly r oot ed in 
Poland •• • Is it possible that our journalists uho carryon a patri otic and huma
nist struggle against anti-Semitism should embarrass us bef ore the uhole civilized 
uorld (o.s IIpO Prostu ll had a rgued)? Is it not r a ther the anti- Semitism rrhich 1s 
tolerat~d ••• that embarra sse s us? :1e think the latte r is the ca s e . The a ttempt 
to explain the tragic conflict of Jewish eJ!ligration as a rising out of a desire for 
better living etc • • is either stup i d or mean. II 

The "Po Prostul! authors • .hmbrozieT71cz and Olszeuski, replied to t his attack 
in another vehement article: Uhat they had nritten nas addre s sed to people uhose 
minds a re not darkened by p ig-haadedness. Bogunlarrski and VoIny should therefore 
not read this ••• Anti-Semi tism uas neither the ezclusi~e nor even a p aramount 
f acto r in the emig r a tion of Jeu s from Poland. It uas a na tura l process resulting 
from some very complicated issues; J~lS did not emigrate from Poland a lone, this 
\'las a process uhich affected ell the Jer/ish communi ties in Europe and overseas. It 
had started aft e r the second norld ner as no understandable reaction to the estab
lisnment of an independent Jan iSh state. In Poland, a natural tendency to emigr nte 
he.d been stopped by brutal ad.la1nistr?tlve me thods in t he past; end this eApla1ned 
t he vehemence of this pro cess llhen the edmini stret1ve restrictions ,...er e at l e.st 
11fted. 
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"Po Prostu" continues "Anti-Semitism did not disappear from Poland after 
Uctober. Houever. n~adays there eAista no danger that the IBlack Hundred' might 
have the dominant say in state affairs. October is also a gucr~~tee that 1953 
ul11 not be repeated. II 

~scrimination Denisd 

ACbrozlenicz and Olezerrski further reveal that they have received many let
t ers in t7hich it is argued that lI\lhat you nrite about the alleged segrega tion and. 
discrimination against the Jauish population of Poland during the Stalinist period 
1s not true. 1I And then these letters enunarate a nW!lber of persons nho occupi ed 
leading positions in the state apparatus and the security police . 

liThe fact is that many peopl e of Je:llsh origin Tle ra in the front ran...t..."S of 
the Beria group. But this does not alter the fee t that the Janish population as 
a nhole uas subcitted to various reprisaln and discrioination. During that period 
all honest experts of Je~ish ori~in nere removed from procinent positions in 
fo reign trade; the s~e policy uas ~lied in the Suprene Court and in many other 
organizations and offices. The Bezpiaka fabricated court proceedings against 
I ZiOnists,' JS\7ioh charitable or ganizutions nere expelled from the country, con
tacts "ith faoil1eB in Isr~l nere looked upon as spyiDg activities. 11 

The 17r iters then ts.?.e issue nith :mother article by J. Eurgin IIZarazau (the 
pest). According to Burgin the Poliah governcont had participated in soce offi
cial squeezing of the Jens. The general attitude uaa: IILet the Yid pay the money, 
since he "ants to save his tl8ll€Y life ',/hich 1s of no use to anyone. After all he 
is going to his imperialist f ctherland, t o Isreel. so this fatherland should buy 
him out . n The 'Po Prostuft authors argue that these facts are simply untrue. that 
there uas no fiscal discrimination agc1nst the Jens. "Burgin's article is a Bource 
of real joy to every anti- Semite. For untrue accusations are not a metbod of 
struggling ag~inst ont1-SelJi~iSJ but on the contrary, a oethod of spreading it ••. n 

Since these articles ne re publiohed "Trybuna Ludu. n Gomulka l s authoritative 
mouthpiece, has published an edi to rial in \7hich it admits that anti-Semitism in 
Poland has uprodueed e f eeling of insecuri ty aooDg the citizens of Jenish descent 
and accelerated the gronth of nationalist feelinGS ~ong them. The trend tonards 
emigrating originated in that uay. The Jenish citizens of Poland nho f eel a stron
ger attachoent to Israel than to Poland. have e. right to emigrate. II 

Honever. there are also some reflections about the political effect and. the 
icpression created by this eoigration: lilt is both nrong and. pernicious if the 
Jeus are prompted to emigrate by the phenonenon of anti-S emitism or on account of 
insufficient struggle ae;uinst it ••. One sho uld also consider that the cass 
exodus of Polish Je'7s could be used by gr oups hosti l e to Poland to Wldermine 
Pol ond I s good name. 11 

The Polish Je~s themselves heve oade no secret of the e7istence of enti-

Semit1sm in Pol end. Thus , for inahncs, the Folks-Sdyme of iwch 2, 1957, 

published in the course of a front-pege r eport, titled l'The .?rime Minister Replies 
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to the questions of the Foll:s-Sztyme, n the follouing questions and e.nsuers 

(the third question end enS~'ler releting to the achievements of the Je\"!s in 

Communist ?olend 1s omitted here): 

Cuestion : Cocrade :'rlme jiinister, in your deelaration ( in \"lhich he vOt/ad 
e. "fight to the deeth!! egpinst every manifestat ion of anti-Semitism) you gave 
a ssurances that the Government ".'oul d not permit harm to be done to its Ja,·lish 
citizens. 

Of l ate there has been en increase in the number of ce-ses in thiCh 
per sons E're dismissed from their jobs beceuse they are Jeus . 

t'hat does the Government of the Polish People l s Republic intend to do t o 
end this d1scrimination and to p rovide ·;;ork for those dismissed? 

.AnR~rer: I s aid in the Sejm (Perllement) t hat the Governcent \"1111 fight 
ag2.1nst every lllE'nifestation of discr1minE'.tion. Cr ses of dismissel from one I s job 
only bec611se of onets "nationelity,1I or, in general, taldJ:l& into account such a 
criterion, undoubtedly are flagrant eumples of discrim1net1on. It is necess£lry 
to f1ght Ege1nst such pr actice end to recogni ze it £IS non-permissible. In ~ 
vis\/ , these tendencies must also be opposed on the spot by t he E~rty E'nd l e.bor 
orgenizations, becuus8 any discrimination is contrary to our 1deology as 
builders of Socialism. 

J1I.o reply UBa given to the Q.uestion about provl.d1llG \.'O r k for those 
dismissed..,t. 

Question! aecently certain fo r ms of ble:ckmail ageln9t Jews have come to 
light. In the capital end other to"ms certain tldark persons" try to IIremind" 
Je.,.rs that it i s necessary for them to lec.ve the country 2.S 600n <'9 possible in 
order to leave their apartments to Foles. 

\,lhat kind of measures \'1111 the Government appl y to fight ege.1nst these 
instigators \'mo ,rent to force the Jews to lee.ve the country? 

Ans"rer: The ca ses of blackmail must be :fou.ght by t he competent State organs . 
:i'hese Cases must be met every\"Jbere ... l1th publiC moral opposition. 

Similarly, 1n the j.hay 18, 1957, issue of the Folks-Sl'ltyme there appeared e. 

report on the speech of Hersh Smolier, the chairmen of the CulturC' l and Sociel 

Association before the Perllement E'r y Commission on the Problems of the liational 

;·a.norit1es. In his speech Smolier stressed the many cases in ,mdch the public 

prosecutors, court orgens 2nd the police did not react in time end energetically 

against Ilhoollg:an n anti-Semitic action end vilificat ion of J e'1S. The court 

sentences, he cherged, are too mild and too felT to create the conViction that the 

l aws of' the country mel" not be violated "r1th impunity. The question 't1C!.S also put 
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of repe1r1l1& the l'/I'ongs \·b.1ch happened in the pe.s t in the dismissal of Jevs from 

their Jobs_ The secretary of the Association, Dr. Sfard, esoailed ~dth p~rtlcular 

bitterness the so-c elled II well-mr nnered anti-Semitism" "hlch committed crimes 

egainst the Jetdsh population \-.d.thout formelly vlo1at1n&: the lell8 of the lend. 

He suggested that the Sejm should stro~y condemn this foro of r cclellrum. 

2. Row f..oes the foreign nreRS expleln the Polish enti-Senitism? 

(e) Here pre t\'iO Frtlcles, one f rom e. German end the other :no m e. 

Swise peper, ..-!hich try to e~le1n the "reasons" for the present anti-Semitism. 

The Vusel:J correB!>Ondent of the Stuttguter Zeitung , Johe.nnss i'U SB, 

't1I' lt es as f0110"19 in its issue of i-larch 20 . 1957: 

II Polend l a Jows become ~l'.ln Victims of Hatred {'nd ~vy " 

••• •• •••••••••••••• 

There '-Jere t ,JO trends discernible: First, those sectorG of the Polish 
people \hlch hE'.d been deprived of their ferms or estates, \'~r::ahopB or p l ants, 
ce.rket stalls or bus iness concerns, positions or titles, end ,-hlch enyho'll 
identified ~lshevism ... l1th Judeism in eccordBnce \:lith "'lell- knowu analogies 
end so ~ere looking for scapegoats on tmich directly to vent their resent
ment. \!hat more p l ausibl e then to ho l d Jeua responsible for ever :;thi ng . e. 
feeUn(;; \"m,ich had, of course, el\:1sys s:;.1ated latently. On the other hend, 
it \/8.s just e. considerE'_ble segment uithin the United :[orkers' Perty ,bieb 
set thi s entl- Semitiem in mot ion -- at first clandestinely End secretly, 
end later on, ,-Then encoureged to violent ent1-Je\"l1slmess by ihlssian Stalini sm 
end its menifesto. o_ulte openly. Through knouledge. ability, and en under
standing a ttitude to!1erd \"X)rld affe.irs. as veIl as through bravery sho 'ln 
during: the Guerrilla uer , a number of outate.nd1ng Jells had e.chieved conspicu-
ous positions. espec1ally in ~i£rSQ\1. Their E'ctual percenteb e \'le S not un-
usually hlgh; but it apps2.red so in the minds of just those ... tho believed 
that a membership ce.rd, thunderous nuddle-headedness, or blind obedience 
constituted the best possible certlficr te of ebility for the claim to mnjor 
positions "amone; us. the POles." Unfelr methods were sometimo9 used. and 
the rest \".res bro~t about by the sinist er deve lopments of the Stcl.inist 
period, the del'Uonstretive E'nti-Sem1tlsm of Hoseo'"i, end t he stel".d1ly gro\:l1ng 
economic distress. Stel1n' s deeth and the October uprising m1~ht beve 
broudlt relief. 

A sediment of 2nti - Seniti sm 

It \"/e.S preCisely the bl1ndly stubborn end intol erant elements of 
StPlinisl!1 llhich hed been deprived of pOller by the October upheaval. Pert 
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of the intelligentsia and thus elso the Je..-rs had been champions end pe.rt1sens 
of the October uprls1ll€ end of Gomullta. Small \-lOnder, that the hatred of the 
dispossessed (end their desire to return to po tIer and to be back on the 
"gravy train") looked for objects ,·lhase vic t imization ,~'Ou1d be populer. 
'rhus the r ena,'red e.nd intensified Ent1-Semi tic trends in Pol end or~lnated 
precisely clth t he former Ste11niata or Uatolln1e.ns (so called e.fter their 
first cBeting-plece , the amcll cE'stl e of Uatolln. near I!e.rea'd) . These 
matters plC'¥ed en important role during the first period of Gomulke.1a 
rule. All the methods of anti-Semiti c practice ~~re ~ulte openly put in 
operation on several occasions of reshu1fltng within the Pf rt;, - E'nd 00-
mulka had to fight them \"tith all his suthorlty. Perhaps, too, freedom of 
thought ~m1ch hed been r estored so suddenly 2nd , iter maD1 yeers of silence, 
contributed it s shere: it t/2.S naturel end inevitable t hat this :freedom 
should be grented c.2so to unsavory opinions. including also a residua of 
antl- Se.I!lltism. But it \'Ias just the inf luence at the poUt1er! struggle 
eround the i de£'. of Stalin, \'drlch unleashed thi8 trend. It 18 sheer nonsense 
on the pert of a Ger man t~1ter (Ui ebe in AufwPert~),if, eft er a short and 
superficial visit t o Polend, he thinks to have found the sources of this 
ant1- Semltisc in Catholic circles. 

Letter ! tJith a. e!sul.l 

Some t angible fects mcy illustr a t e these developments: neerly ell 
Je\11sh ~sicians in Lodz received letter s \"11th B skull \'Mch bade theIil: to 
leave Poland . beceuae the country did not need Je\'!1 $h doctors . Signed: 
Your Pol1 sh Colleagueo. This \Jas certa1nly s. !!IYstification. J8\'/8 ere 
frequently molested in the cities, Only r ecently , at a trb~ in i:roclav 
(Bresleu). four youths vere sentenced to prison terms for physi ce1 e.ttecl:s 
on Jel-fS , ::ven the soldiers ere con trr.dn5.tod. In the ne.?r future a court 
mertiel mll try a c Bse , involving the distribution , in the berrc.cks , of 
leaflets egainst Je\J1sh officers. In some to \'ms anti- Semi tic leaflets and 
inscriptions made t he1r appearances, Jet'fish children ere insulted in the 
schools. j,iolestetions Bnd provocations Dre f req,uent occurrence s . This 
writer personAlly uitnessed an anti-Semitic 1OO1estation of Co Suiss journelist 
on e. ·.:erSel-l street end elso en incident in fl. store ",her e a product of Israel 
t /as er:Jphe.t1cell y rejected, There pre f requent family quarrels for r ec1aJ. 
reCBons u1t h in mi::-.ed marri ~""e s. ~he number of such experiences could be 
IilUl.tlplled. They ought not to be drl'mati zed too much and their reel im
port cnce ~ not be too decisive , but e.s l' basic feature they ere alarming 
indications. 

rhe ItEast European correspondent " of the ileue Berner Zei tung writes 

as follows in it. issue of April 2, 1957: 
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"PolF4"1d Cannot Do Arro.y "'-:ith Its h.nti- SeIili.tisn.n 

•••• • •• • ••• •• 

l:ha t then is the r:Illtter TTith Polish 3llti-Semitism? Four f acts cennot be d9'~ 
nied : after the nor ant i · Semi tiam hcd di sappecred froo the visible surface; there 
Tle r e reasons for its beint; fostered by mcny sad. exper iences of the yec.r s 1945-1955: 
it is being rejected by the intellectuals end the oost edvanced and intelligent 
pert of the !7or kers ns trell ns by t he Catholic Church and by t-:lday ' s leeders of t!;!" 
ruling party PZPR, thus by tho se forces tlhlch support GoIilu1ka; naver thol oGs . anti .. · 
Semitiso continues to exiGt, frequently in grouing ceesure. in those sector s of tp~ 
Cooounist Party \,hicb have been pushed aside since lest Oct ober by the moderE'.te 
n illS ' as nell as among the cost outspol:en foes of the P2PR :rl. thin the peas~ts ' 
Group c.nd the !>etty bourgeoisie ODd. finelly, m. thin the be.ch."t7<lrd strate of the 
Tlorkers Tlho still continue to edhere to that priIJitive brand of nnti-SeI:Jitism 
practiced i u t he countr,yside . 

Bouever, sieilar vieus may be found also among the oeobe r s of those cl es3eo 
nhich nare f ormerly regarded as t he IIbetter ones." 

Irra tional , instinctive r acism is there a given f =.c t ; end only l a ter do the~;" 
look for the ree.sons that ~J' serve to e::ploin it. 

Thus, t he enemies of the JeT1s condemn theD either as Stalinists or BS boUl~ 
geols foes of COIlllluniem, either cs the perennial revolutionari es or a s the bulne r :: 
of r eaction. And to any objection they heve ready the au~er of ~le Patriarch f r om 
"Nathan t he 'Jise ll -- L'dnus one letter lilt does not oat ter, one must banish(.) 
t he Jen. 1I 

The anti-Senitss on the bODJ·s of the ·1stula~, houever, adv~nce some 
a rguments in support of their doctrine . nhich conno t be 80 easily refuted. Aft e r 
the terrible ,tra.Gsdy of the Second !Torld ~ar. Tlhen more than three million Jet78 \';ere 

l!lIll'dered in t he Nazi glls chambers. t here \"Iere D.t the uost 100,000 J ens left in the 
territor~ ot t he resurrected lULeczpospolite (Polish Republic) uith1n its nen bound
aries -- about four per t housand of the totel population, probably fene r . (~e have 
no r e l igious Bt~ti$ticB end. of course, no figures re&arding the "racia1' identity 
of the inhabl t ants of the c ount r y . ) j3ut Jev s nere found in leading pos1 tiona 
everynhere i n the Pe ople's De~crecy end in the ruling party. 

Tonc.rd the end of tbe Bier ut era, there TIera three Jana ( Beroan, j·linc, 
Zambronal~) amonG the 13 members of the Pol itbureau. and eleven acong t he ?? member~ 
of the Contra l Committee. Jene , as vice ministers or director u UDder insignificant 
ministers, p l ayed the leC".ding rol e i n t he Forsi gn liinhtry 2m in the hated Bezni e .. 
~, the Poli sh Gestapo end 1!XVD. A si mi lar s1 tuation prevai led in the cultural ad
cinistrahon and in the pr ese. The ant1-COI!ltlUDist and severely oppressed Ilajority 
of the nation had thus some r eason for i dentifyiD€ Bolsheviso TIith the Je\78 - in 
accordance VIi th Goeb1:o1s1 p r escription. 

On the other hand, it \7a~ again t he "oen of alien extraction" i1ho led the 
fight of the intellectuals against Stell%!lso; for example , the uri ters Slonioski . 
Jastrun, end :Brzeclma. ',:i thin the PZPR the former SOCialists Hochfeld and jrobner 

(,,) In German a pun, ba sed on the similarity of the teros "!!.rbrannt ll and liVer
bElnnt. \I 
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strongly supported the demands of the October uprising and Gomulka's Sllccese nas 
achieved through. the decisive influence of the a t titude of General Komar. Comoande r 
of the Army of t he I nterior, uho uns else a "non_Aryen. 11 

Thus, the St alinists had reasons to be greatly displeased !lith the J en ish 
Utraitors. n 

Fr om ell t hat arose a paradoXical situation. 

The present regime sharply condemns anti-SeQitiso. Outspoken repudiat ions 
of r~clal hatred nere published and continue to be published in the entire press, 
f ro u t he Catholic Trgodnlk Pot7szechny -- r egarded os the mouthpi ece of Cardino.l 
.. yszynsld. end of the episcopate -- t o the orgt.'llS of the intellectunls (,rrze5J...as1 
l~ulturalny, ,..None Xulturg.) and the s t udents (Po-Pro stu) am the leading COI!lr.lunist 
paper Trybuna .kl¥i..B. 

Jan s continue to 9:;tercise importa.."1t f unctions in Polcnd. Zembr 0":7s!:1 is a 
member of ths nou nine-man Poll tbureau, the Democr E'. t Chejn of the Rade ?anst,;n~, 
t7h ich acts collective ~' as 2ead of State. Hochfsld is one of the t i70 vice-l)r esidentc 
of the PZPR, Slonios!::1 haa been elected head of the iTri ters' Association: arui 1 t 
sho~ld be mentioned th~t Gomul kals ~ife is e l so of Jenish origin. 

Yet the same party circles ~h1ch are putting every possibl e obstacle in the 
\1D.y of t he First Secre t a ry nho has baeIl in offi ce since October, 1956, and 7/hicb 
are no t being rega r ded as havi U& seriously abandoned ~ t~lini SD, continue to strive 
fo r the r emoval. of the "Semites ll from any position of i mpor tance and from political 
l ife in general. 

Gomlllka. nho - p r esumably much agdnst his original intentions ... - has to 
ca rry e long e. part of the f ormer (1) St C!.linists, P r'.S forced to yield in SOLle r e
gards to these deoands . Thue. the secre t nria ts of t '."!o of the llOst importsn t Voi
vodshi ps of t he PZPR rre r s ta:~en atlay froll theil' le~ders nho ner e no t of the pure 
r ace. Drobner. the Socialist veteran from Crnc0t7. pho Originally had been singled 
out for takine; over the high digni ty of j.ia.rshnl of the 5ejo (President of the Diet) I 
uas not named to t hi s position ouing to his origin. There a r e only fen Jens on t he 

• list of candidntes of the Na tional Front, in conparioon uith the situation during 
1945-1955, but ndIili ttedly still more (in e:·:oe99 of one p e r cent) than t hey TIoul d be 
entitled to b7 virtue of t heir p r oportion in the total population. 

iUlti-Semi tic outbursts have frequently occurred, pcrticulD.rly in the "Je ste l'~ ! 
parts of the country, and t he r e a r e many incidents in t he schools. The admonitions 
and the r eproaches of the clergy as nell as of the member s of the Comounist Par t y 
machinery have little effect on the c;rl l dren as uell as on the adults !:'ho are con
t aminated by the anti-Semitic vi rus. 

The dismo! economic situAtton ~7hich is in contr ast to the r e l a tively more 
favorable position of the intellectuals - i. e • • in t he minds of many of t he spi ri t ... 
ual ly or materi~~ly disinheri ted people. of the Jeus -- contributes its shar e to a 
propaganda by uord of mo uth, spr ead by t he Stalinists. uho desire t o r eturn to 
supreme pouer. Thi s agitation, houever , mee ts uith the energetic r esistance ot the 
enti re intellectual eli t e of the country. 
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(b) Seymour ::'rledlln (The Ire", York Post, ilEQ" 23, 1957) s1lIIDlleI'izes 

the IIreasons" C'.s follovTs: 

Because of the brutal police regime that preceded the present Communist 
government of . .rl.a.dys12.\·1 Gomulka, the traditionally l a tent anti-Jewish feeling 
in Polend overflo \"/ed egain. 

A disproportionate number of Jews . so it appeared by the positions they 
held, ere.eked the ,:/hip over t he country. tthen the treppings of constant pollce 
t error \"/ore d1smE'ntled by Gomulka , t he pent-up SllGer of yeers rO E're~. in voices 
of fury. 

3. The Soviet imnact 

The press reported on several occeslons e.bout ;:hrushcbev t s entl-

Semitic st atement vis-e.-vis Polish leaders. i.'hen he c ema to iirrs E".\1 in October, 

1956 (see Section A above) he "laS r eported to have said: "We have com.e in 

order to prevent you from delivering Pol end i nto t he hends of t he Americans 

pnd Zionists." 

The subsequent efforts by Soviet of ficials to incite ageinst the J e\!s 

ere described by A. B. Heyim ("Anti-Semiti sm: A He'rf Soviet Jxport " . Df.vBr. 

~ 10, 1957) 111 the follo,d ng ' lOrds: 

The II love II of Ei ki t a Khrushchev, or. ~s he is deri sively ca lled. j,ofildta 
.Kukuruznik (lithe corn man"), f or the Je'J' s is uell knoun. If TIe r e turn to this to
~ict it is because ths SDvi et .Union, appar ently, han decided t o boost the export of 
its anti~S emitic doctrine t o the Be tellits countries . 

In \iar Sll.t7 j ournalistic circl es , t hey a r e still talling nngri ly about certe i ll 
recent anti- Semi tic menifestetions , uhose source U8S the Soviet Gover nment. tO~7erd 
t he Polish Journalistic Associa tion. I t all started nith t ha sudden reoark of 
Victor iia slennikov, t he second secret ar y for press relations at t he Soviet 3mbe.s3y 
in Uarssn, i n t he course of a conversation nith offici al s of the a ss ocia tion, t ha t 
li t h e cause of t he i deological tohu- bohu pr evalent i n t he Polish pr e ss is ths €To\.!!) 
of J ecrish journalists , ana rchi sts, Trotzkyite s. uho dominate t he Polish pr es s . 

lI'Ihe e::pe rience of the countries of t he People's Democracies. like tha t of 
t he SOVi et Union 1 taeU. shous, II {·Iaslennikov told his astonished listeners, Itthat 
nhenever J e'rJs a r e gi ven the floor, different theories and strange versions of 
i·i2.rxism-1enini sm make their appearance. The Jeuish intellectuals are the cause of 
t he i deological chaos. II 

Among i:iaslennikov' s listeners there uere several Janish journalists and one 
non,~J9~7 . The Jeue remai ned silent, looking at one another in amberrt:ssl!Ient. The 
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only one uho spoke up ues the non-Jsn, a mef:1ber of the editorial staif of .§.!.crJ.n. 
Pownechne . a Catholic journalist mIlled Jerzy Turot1sld.. nho a s\OOd. 1I ",/as no t t he 
founder of He.rxi sIil , Karl i·larx . also a Je~'r1 u lIita , no, II vigorously prot ested 
}.iaslennikov. n i-ia.r~ TIas the son of a baptized Je-,7 , o.nd. t hat is qui te another thing. 
For instonce. you are also. the son of e. baptized JS';1IL_ here he turnecl. to the secre
t ary gen~rcl of th2 Polish Journeli st 118t1ociution, Jerzy ~;ond - uanc.l ne consider 
YOll e. decent I!!llD. CUld have no objections agc inst you. 11 

Hond, uhose f'atbor uas a Polish gener c.l . :00 did not unde r go bnptism, kep t 
quiet, being amazed and embarras sed. Jerzy Rauicz, tho editor of the offici .:.l Po
lish Communist Party paper Tryoune Ludu, also remained silent; neither did the 
president of t he Parliament ary Correspondents I Cl~b, Perlcnn, open his mouth. Obly 
Turo't7Dki , the Cnthol ic nenspapeman, l e:tt the room. 

The neus of the enti- Semitic outburs t of the official Soviet rep resentative 
sprer,d quicl:ly among Uar s~11 1 3 nemipeperl!len and aroused a storm of indignation. 
The first storm hOO hardly subs i ded rrhen a nen bombshell, this time hurled stre i ght 
from l·~oscot7 , e::ploded. The Polish Journalist Ast>ociet1on received a l etter :trail 
the Association of JournDJ.ists in i-Iosc0\7 proposing an e;;;:chan€8 of thirty confreres 
betueen the papers 01 he t no countri es. It nas SU€b6Sted that thirty j ouruel1stn 
of each country Visit whe neusp~ers of the other country and study t heir nethodo 
of Hork. The letter contained a compl ete p rogram fo r the visit of t he Polish 
"\4riters to Russi a. and it bore t he f oll0t7ing note on the uargin: lilt is desirable 
that t he visi tors should no t be Jens . 1I 

A del eGation from the e:ecutiv'3 committee of the Polish Journalist Associa.·· 
tion brough t the let te r to Jerzy i·ior avs!d.. , a uember of the Poli tbureau of the 
Central Committee of the Pol ish Communist Party, unde r uhose supervision the p r ess 
narks, and denanded thet the Cent rcl Comcdt tee ~~e officia l r epr e sentat ions to 
Khrushchev, and a l so t hat l'laslenn1kov be decl ared IIpersona non grata n e.nd e:'=})elled 
froLl ?ol end. 

j.ior8t7s!d listened to the deleg~.t1on in silence . took t he letter, end forbade 
crry independent cction in t he .catter on t he journalists' part. But this \Jas not 
enough for t he RucsianG, end they assailed the Pol ish Journalist Association once 
more. To the 1-:iC'.y First celebr a ti on in i·ioscou they invited 5 t an1s1au j;lrodsld. . presi
dent of the Polish Journalis t Associ~tion l Durinc the telephone conversa tion be
t neen i'loscon end the office of the Polish Journolist .l:I.ssociation concerning 
Brodski l s forthCOming visit to i·ioscon. the question ncs suddenly Bsked, nI8 COIZU'ade 
Brodsld. a. Jan ?" This question UBS greet~d nith complete silence by the iiarsan 
people . uhereupon t he j·ioccou spokeSlllllll M etelled to say that the que s tion did not 
really matter s i nce t he r e uas no intention to change t he pl an for Brodskil s viei t 
to l-iOSC0t7 . 

These th ree closely connected i nci dents had but one meaning and purpose: 
to e;:;oort e.nt1··,seDitism from the Soviet Union to t he sctellits countries. And in
deedl-thi S is han the Polish p r ess interp r eted thee . Lately Polish dai l y neuspapers 
and l7se!rlies have come out against t~e anti-Semitic nave :7hich is engulfing th"e 
country • .A nri ter on Przeg1a.d l{ulturAln;r urote ....,ith bitterness : nAn £Illti-SeLdti c 
m.nd is bl oning fran a di r ection from nhich i t naG lee.at e::pected." 

The Canader Qdler r eported on June 12 , 1957 that 1I0lesla\1 Drooner gp.ve Ben

Gurion det pll s about t he anti-Semitic prcrpeganda cur1ed on by Soviet representa-

tives in Folend. 
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Section C. ElIIGRA:l'IOIl 

1. The numbers 

Large-scele em1sretion of Je\ls :from Poland started 1n the latter pert 

of 1956. As the paper Po-Proetu put it in February 1957. it bee .... at that tim. 

nan ezodus rivaling 1n numbers the DxoduB from F..gypt 1n biblical times, n so that 

"'?oland \:d.tnsssed the seU'-liQ.u1datlon of the J e\:11sh cOl!llllUnityn 1n that country. 

The exact figures of the emigrrnts ere kept secret for obvious reasons. 

A. Shulmen, wr1tl~ 1n The Js\"l1sh Chronicle of May 17. had this to sey about itl 

It 1s difficult to estlnate how many Jews llr8 leaving Polend. :Very Ja\'! 
I asked told me only the position in his o\m locellty: DIn our to~ 90 uer cent 
of the Jews have r egistered for em1{,Tatlon ft : Itin ury district 80 per centft; "in 
our locality 75 per cent." Only in ,!ers2.U dld the Jells 't.'!Ult to remain. Here 
they felt more secure , end many of them held lmportan\ positiona. But recently 
even \!E'rSE'.~1 Je\"/s have been applying in l erge numbers for ant permitst This is 
due to the increasing anti-Semitism, the concessions made by GomuU:a. to the 
Stalinists, end the obscurity of the POliSh polltlccl scene. 

An earlier di spatch printed 1n the 3 e.dische j.teueste ilf'lchriehten of 

Al'ril 1), 1957 (and elee'dhere) f:rom PEris reported the fo11owin.g: 

1,000 Jeui sh emi~ants f r om Poland arrived on Thursdey in j,iarseille <lbo81'6. 
the Italian steamer "Aurelia. n They \-/ere t 2!cen to the reception cemp nGrand 
Trenas" E'~d they ~dll resume their voyage to Israel. On the s ame dey, Enother 
thouscnd Polish emi grs.nt s l snded in Dunki rlt and \1EInt from there by tr; 1n to 
:iarsei11e. Altogether, about 30. 000 t o )5,000 emigrents m11 l ee.ve ?olend b~ 
ship s of different naUonel1t1e s t \:.h1ch ,-Jill CEl11 for them e.t the ports of 
Gdynl. .. end St.ttin. 

Under en ecr eement t:4u.ch ,-rc s concluded b9tween the Governments of Isreel 
and Pole.nd, about 10 , 000 J ellS t-,rere supposed to leave Foland, but by now this 
fl&-ure has been greatly exceeded. 

2. The reasons 

There are no doubts as to the r easons for the exodus. In en article 

published in Frzegled Kulture1nYJ the above-quoted Burgin thus states the rep~ons 

end the diff iculti es \AUch the Jews encountered at first: 2 ) 

2) Since April, 1957. POlish citizens leaving Poland ere not 
required to pey duties on personal belongings, etct 



It is n fact that tho cajority of Jeln's nho survived Hitler como to the conc
lusion that conditions nro so bad that thoyera unable OAT 10DgJr to ~ork. to 
breathe, and to livo in Polc.nd. even eftor t '.:olvQ yao.rs of tho Comnmist regieo. 
710 faco a proc~ss kno-;m in history by tho !1..WO of :Xodus. 

YOSt it is the Gxodus of the J m1s froe Poland. Rnve D. look at the co.lendar : 
it 1. 1957. 

Thoy hava decided to leavo . They o.ro loaving a countZ7 't'hich is building 
30cial1GJJ. Peoplo uho have contributod Couch to this building of socialiso and 
uorked vary hard for it. Aoong tho se l eaving aro Jl£!Ily CoIl!luniats nho hev; served 
vory uoll the Poople 10 DeIJOcratic reGic9 , no \1811 ao simple people, vary good. 
uorkoro 1n Gver,ydO¥ life. All this is torribly painful and unpleasant for peopl e 
nho linked thei r livos to the futur~ of thoir Poliah Poopl e ' s fatherland , ~o can-
9idered our Po.rt:r as their party and. '.Iho \1131'0 c.luays ready at the behost of the 
party to fight end to sacrifioe their health and oven thoir very lives . No" thoy 
have lost faith in thoir fatherland and in the internationaliau ot our party. Thoy 
go into e.::lle, heartbroken ElI1d. ".nth a feollnt:; of undeserved prong. 

Sooe people say: The JC":Jish coor.ldos ahor; lack of steadfastnoas. Thay 
Mould not broak donn. They should find the stren&th and nill to fight and to 
nithstDlld. In the pest they shot1ed oars thlln once that they collld be steadfast ru:: t 
unyieldill€, partlculc.rly in ths fight :rl. th fasciso end on the be.ttlefields. 

Yes , they ohould fight; but l ot uo r~cecbe r that then, in the cost difficult 
moments, they foWld support in the Party, in ito ideaJ.iso. .nnd ~·!hen , as a result 
of the Beri~ cr imos, the Party fniled, there recained tho living creativo force of 
prolet~rian intornationnlise. It never hnppened in the post that nationalise U~B 
pTocla1ced from tha plenWil of tha Central CoJ!IIl1 ttee , It nevar happened tho.t some 
perty dign:1 tariOB of the high hierarchy officially preached anti-Scci tisc, m thout 
encountering ony racis tance . 

~he exodus of the Jads from People I 0 Poland is a fact phich constitutes a 
serious charge against our People ' s Govcrnnent , a&cinst our party, and cgainst all 
of us . The heart of our problee is not th·3 behnvtor of the Jons . That is only the 
result of a cartain situation in the cr oation of ~'!hich alcost all of us had a share . 
Rather should ue strive to anSl1er this burning quontion: Hop to counteract , hon t ., 
avoid the furthor dcvelopoent of this Dho.neful thing? 

Soce eleQents of our government uhich. presucnbly, still act on the basis or 
old habits and instructions, did not, despite the decision taken by the majority ot 
Jeuish citizens and Polish citizens connec ted nith theD by tamily ties, have the 
courage to fight ag&inst anti- Semitisc, Just as they do not combat other aspects ot 
n8tional1sm ~ Maybe it is 8sswned that the moment is not 9uitable? J.iaybe. some of 
our politicl8nS are simply unable to conduct a fight against n~tionalism? I "ill 
not ansner this question. It is a fact, a depressing and shac~ful fact, that a very 
strange tactic has been employed. Publicly, the existence of official anti- SemitisQ 
is denied, bu~ secretly • . instructions heve been given, uhere necessary, not to ~e 
~y difficultles in iasUlDg emigrant pessporte to potential emigrants. It is knoac 
that the acquisition ot an emigrant passport entails giving up Polish citizenship 
In this uay one gets rid of the undeSired Je~n for good and for ever Touard~ tb~ 
eoigrating ~ambers ot the Party one 1s more l enient: they receive P~liSh pas~orts 
for t-;ro or three year9. Han much bitt ~r evidence there is in this "passport policelll 

This is a familiar practice, at least to 
country. But I deem it proper that citizens of 
abollt it. 

any 
our 

border patrol of a capitalist 
socialist state should also knou 
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So, Jans started to l eave. Soma of our poli ticians of the past Beeson 
t hoU€ht t hat ne should, '. ... ithout B.l1y shocld.ng repercussions,1n p eace , snallOTI t he 
shame of Aryaniza tion. :But in the nationnli :;t f o.mily there ':lsr a SOIil8 overzeal ous 
pe opl e ':/he spoiled the nhol e gene . They _ .. t ho se pupils of the Hitle r school -
contrived to profit once mo re _ oaybe fo r the l ast t ime - by J en1nh I!Ii se:.-y . One 
applied t onerds t he emigr a ting J Errl' S t he r ul e thct t he ticket JIlWlt bo paid f or in 
f or ei gn currency. That such eoi g reti Il€ J ans should ~ custooe dues in the nmount 
of three zl otys for each ki lo of their bel ongi ng D. That th~ governcent shippiUb 
~Gncy Rar tuig. '.1hich , by t he ;ray. r e fuses to insure the l uggog>J , uoulcl t ake cnr s 
of the shipcent. Thnt even the packing of the l uggage shoul d be entrus t ed t o a 
gov erncant agen cy. And f or evarythi ng it must be pai d . li.Dd p l enty ' 

Oha r e cen t he enigr nting J en acquire t he currency fo r a ticke t? Nobody is 
conce r~od :7ith this . If one is a J er!, l e t h i ll hevs rula tive s abrocd. Besi de s , 
every J en i s a daal e r i n currency. £!. spec ul Ootor, a Bttindler. 50 l et hiD pc.,v cach 
nhen he nents t o savo h i s d.acned life , uhich no body needs. Finally, he i o gO i ng' t o 
his ioperielistic fathe rl.:m.d, to Isreel, s o l e t this f~therl.ruu:l r edeee hiD. .:md 
" her e i s he t o ge t the zlotys to pay ell t he char ges? Le t hitl do a s he p lea ses, 
but l et bin pay. He is vi r t ually a trai t or ~1d 3Ctnnlly one should treat him diff~ · 
r ently. but us are a civi li zed p~ople , so onl y t het . 

Le t t he Jan pay. And the J an dO GS pey. Ee reeds declar ati ons about int er
nationalismj he listens t o assurnnces tha t t he r e i s no anti-Seoi t isu in Polond; he 
lea r ns that Ge l'tIC!.DG l eavine; DociO-li s t PolMd fo r cap! t D.l.i st \Te st Gomeny ers 8..i:empt 
from any chl!.r ges - aDd he pays and he cccUDulc.t e s in hi e hee.rt t he bi t te rness of 
a humi lia t ed, di seppo1nted end ~onged usn. 

The r e is an essential di ffer ence be t ueen 0. Ge r nan nho goes be.cl: to his fe. t hel"
land, and a Jo~ nho is eA~elled froll hi s Polish fet herlcnd by t~~ Uationali st beast: . 
l\ d i fference very etloent ial and. highly ourdeniIl8 our count lY ' 

jia~ \lords f ull of ind1gn..:l.tion hovB nlr ea.c1y been s~ id about .:mti~5em1 ti sm. 
but life goes it s utxy a nd accuses us gr a.vel;r. Ther e is i n Ell1tl-Se:.li t i oo a hUI:'IaD. D: 

pact, !7hich causes ona t o bl ush nheneve r ODe t c.lks or eveu thinka of it. This i s 
a ve r y i cportant c spac t. but Do t t ue nost i mportcnt ODe . The r e 1s firs t of all a 
p ol1 tica l a spec t invol ved. Ce.n one it:lllGine c. socio..li s t i deoloGY por.Jeat ed tti. t h 
no.tioncl1 so1 Can aDO build s oc i ali sm on an ideology t a i nt ed u ith p.nti-Semi tiS;:t? 
Can one t hink of the r ebi r t h of t he Party, of c leansing our poli tical lifa ~li thout 
an uncocp rom sin;; fight C€.:!inst nat i oD.ll.liso? 1:01 Thr ee t ines noS Ther a h.:lve b een 
a l arning voi ce s about the dnnger of cont aDdnat ing t he ideology of our uor~ng c la,sE, 
of our peOpl e . The l ast i ss us of ~s~t2. m r e.t.zc .. z~ nSB dedicat ed t o the prob19r,~ 
of ant1- 5elJiti sti . :.e.t ely the court s heva tloted out e. f 6'.1 s enhi.1.ces for c.nti-S5Eli tic 
ou tbur:st s . 

But t he exodus gOBS on . I f ':7e do llo t start af fecti v e '7or k i n tine . '.7e sh..."!.l l 
no t be !'.ble to na sh 8.\Jay t he st.:'.in f roD our politica l consci sncs , even nith t he 
DOSt beaut iful ~:ro rds . 
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The Uersa" paper Zycie i'larsz2.l'1Y publ i $hed on :s'ebruary 17/ 18, 1957. an 

article by Js.ckowskl titled ttrhey are l eavi ng. 11 It contains, ~, the following 

rather moving account of ... 1Iv 2. Jew leeves Poland: 

I stand neer e S\"I2y1ng street l emp E:nd a man in a csp talks to me in this 
delightfully funny Polish ebout \lhl ch so mcny jok'"es are mede in Fol and: 

"1 ... tas stUl f er in the interior of Russia .... rendering over Asie and living 
in poverty. Over ther e , ej'ter the \IflT, ueus sprerd that scm8,.nere in the iJest of 
r oland -- in a tOl/l'lship celled Rychbaoh, Jells live t heir Ot/Il llfe, usa their Olm 
18llgU.age I and adhere to their O\·,n r el 1t;lon. I heer d that even the Preyer of Bych-
be.ch \las a Je,·,. The pepers \fere Je\:1sh end sO '-Iere the SOciety and Labor. 
Ja'-/s 1n Russi a dreE'med ebout i1ychbe.ch like a pa"l'dise on eer th. People con
sequently thought of going ther e 2lld me.de every effort to c;e t there. I o211l"g ed 
to leave and go to Rychbe.ch and all that I heud abou t it t'/e.S true. Jews reelly 
lived here freel y accord1n~ to their tr£d1tions and customs, cn4 ~ke their 
oun l lme;uage. I em a. COJlIDOn tailor r'nd I trent to t-.or!;: in the l ocal Jetlish co
operati ve and started to produce trousers for the loeel population. " 

The street lamp over us beh~ves in the most unusual manner. Peopl e 
'PMsing us S!>esk Yiddish. ..here did they come from? :7e" came back from concentre.
t i on camps there they \,rere i mprisoned together tli th lll2n;y' Gentiles by the !lazis . 
Soon the toun beceme a. kind of a Jelr1sh ;';eeCRt att r acting Je \Js in lfent of lj.ork , 
a house end e. synagogue. They found ell these here. ·~!e In:U.ked up a nerrotl 
street tOl:1Gl"ds the house of the CUl tur eol p.nd Social Association of f olish Je\Ts , 
I heer from ~ coDpeonion (the secretery) that meQY Je~s left before 1950, L~? 
They lOD€ed for their rele.tives i n I sreel end for the country of the ege-old 
Jewish dreems. Othe r s st ayed b&lind End led Po quiet life. i:Uh the help of 
"Joint" money , ta1l or i nt:;, sho ema1:1ng , end various other co-operatives t/ere 
8stl'blished. j.iany Javs tool~ up agr1culture, \.hile others \ient to \lork in the 
frctories . lTo,", almost ell of them are leaving , E.S the ,;e r st hed come. 

3. The Children espect 

A particule.r reason is the impact of enti- Sem1tisc. on the Jetlish 

children. Burgin, in his above- quoted erticl e ''The Pest , " points to a particular 

a spect of this problem: 

The introduction (under these clrcunstances) of so- celled voluntery 
r eligious instruction in the schools made tho offensive of Rationalhm even sherper 
end ge.ve i t a specific coloring. :;Ver-j child wo refused to attend a "000-

J:lBlldatoryll class in rel i g ion is i mmediately br ended a Je\-I. The onslaught of 
Polish reaction to force the children ' s souls lIE-S right a~lay undertel::en i n the at 
mosphere of atrekened anti- Semitism. The ground \-taS ... rell prepEred by the policy 
of yielding to .i:Tetion,rl1sm in the past period. Today , persecution of the fe\1 
Je\,r1sh children in the schools is, unfortune.tely, en everyd..7 evsnt and then enti
Semit l sm has no J e\t1 sh child FS e. Victim, it finds e. Polish child o f perent s 
\ ;1 thout r el igious affiliation. 
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The correspondent of the ife.nchester Guardian quoted above tells this 

story about the impact of the chil dren I s position: 

Another rel'son \ /lv thouscn ci.s of Je\'TS have decided to emigrate 1s that t 
since i4r. Gomulka end Cerdin.el ilyszinald oems to terms, religious instruction 
has been put on the curriculum in the pq.bllc schools. A e,Tea t ml'ny Je\:1S \'410 had 
Ecl.opted ?olish nemes end thus succeeded in concealing their Je\11sh origins 
suddenly found themselves end their children in e. difficult situ2.t1on. They did 
not "/ent to have their children attend Catholic relig ious instruction, but they 
lolau that a refuspl amounted to a confession to be a1 thar a Communist or a J8\1. 

UmdlllnG to e:::pose their children, \iho in most CE.sas knew nothing of their Je",... 
ish origin, to p ersecution, they have chosen emigration as the best uc::J out of 
their dilemma. 

JackOl'ISki, in the erticle IIThey ere leaving " o,uoted above, describes the 

experience of a Jewish f ather: 

III have a 11 ttle denghter at school. You probably mOlT how Je"15 love 
t h eir children. One dEy she came home from school \.ri th tears in her eyes t 

shivering end refusing to tellt. i.Gr h eart sank. and I inquired t It<he.t happened, 
little one?' 

"At school they ceo,ll me 'you dirty JalteSe' t n cried the child 2nd brolt:e 

He loot:ed e.t 
,~ dE::ughter dirty? 

me with his penetreoting eyes 
? here is noother like her'," 

full of diS.l!l~ and r9"groach. 

A. Shulmen, in the J eulsh Chronicle referred to above, summarizes the 

51 tuation succinctly t as fo110 \l5: 

Pr rticulerly tragic \,w s the effect on t h e Jst·l1sh children. i.ia:ny of these 
ch ildren had not knO !'1ll that t h ey were Jews , but they suddenly begen to be perse
cuted not only by other schoolchildren but dso ·oy their teachers. These Jet/
ish children came home \-l1th te€rs streE'mi ng from their eyes end asked their 
parents: 1I':ihy do they sey that I killed J esu s? I.'hy am I different from the other 
children?" 

4. The Official Attitude To'tlf'rd Emigration 

After p rinting t t-IO letters, both by non-Js\'/s, concerning the emigration 

of Jews on account of enti-Semitism, the offici el orgen of Gomulka t Trybuna Ludu, 

proceeds to corument e.s fo11o,'/s ( a..uoted from the \!erse.w Folks-Sztyme of February 23, 

1957): 
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To these nords of our re~~ers nho e~ress their burning shnme that in our 
country thousands of citizens still teel impelled to emigrate because of r~cial 
bigo try , us shoul d like to add n feu r emarkz. The fact t hD.t tho e.ppl1cations for 
exit visas ~d the sentiment in f avor of leaving tha country have lately assumed 
such a mass charact er arlOll6 the Polish J ens 1s indisputable evidence of ho';7 keenly' 
they feel the multi plying man1fest~tlon9 of anti-Semitism. Ona can underetrnd this 
feeling of injus tice engender ed by the exhibitions of anti- Semi tism. nhich hurts 
one I s hUIllrul dl!£.1li ty and '1hich is fel t t he oor e keenl y by thOBS nrollg'!d , the flo r e 
attached they ar e to their country. 

Eut all ci ti zens of Janish descent shoul d be told: Our Party ~d the Peop:e 1r 
GOVernnent, r el ying on all the hons$t and healthy forc es of our society, ~ll suc
ceed in putting an eDd to anti-S~n1tic cenifest e tioDs end ~ng ell citizens f eel 
secure i n the po ssession of equal r iGhts, \7i ll succeed 1n puttine; l4" end t o every 
di sylay of r acial disc rimination. Tho se nho indulge in enti~ eci tic chicnneriss 
end ections nill nnd &hall be punished, and t he r ccist theori es ni l l be r e l entless
ly fought . In vieu of this, the amieratlon psychosis, uhich is in part a p r oduct 
of t ha sentiment s of t ho Doment, i s basel ess . Thi s psychosis ahould be r esisted 
for tile S~9 of the good nw:e of our country and for the se.ks of thollscmds of citi
zens - Jens - nhom n8 \7ant t o seve fron 17ruldel'ing: in fo re1e;n lands. This is t h a 
special duty of the Purty activists nho a r e in t ouch ~:i th Jen ish circle s. .tIond 
above all , the emigration DO ad cen be dispelled first of all if Poli sh soci e ty ~i ll 
unite in condemning every oenifestnti on of a.~ti-Ssoitism . 

5. i"nlO emigrated 

Among the emigrants ere former top Government officiel s, leading 

engineer s, sci entists, etc. AccordlDg to t he Isr ae1iti sches °.fochenble.tt 

(Zurich) of April 19, 1957, the emigrants include meny members of the Yi ddish 

t heatre, the l argest par t of the staff of the Folks- Sztyme . members of the 

Je\"l1sh Historical Commissi on. 

Sect10n D. REPATRIATION FROM RUSSIA 

The agreements bet \o1een the Soviet Union and Poland conc erning the re

patri at ion from the SOviet Union of former PoliSh citizens r efer to t~~ 

"nationalities" only: Poles and Jev1s. ( See Art . 14 of the ::iepatria t1on Ae:,"Tee

cent , published in Tr;vbuna Ludu, j:·ia rch 27 , 1957.) 

There ~re no more or l ess e~ct f i gures ei ther on the total ~er of ex

pected r epatriates oOr tha t of the Je\,ls . The f i gure of 50 .000 Jew \lt l) g iven as a 

f air estimate. 
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Repatriation has its puzzles and peculiarities. Ttn reporters of the 

illustrated magazine Sie und Er (Zoflngen) who went to Palmd to ,"Ii tnesB the 

repatriation repQrted in the April 18, 1957 issue of that m2gazine, that in 

.:arsa,! they saw a transport of repatrlE_tes the major! t y of ,·mom came from Siberian 

forced labor camps, in physically bad shepe, and looking listless. i-ieny did not 

kna ... ! a s ingle \..ord of Poliah and could give only vegue ensuers to the question 

of their origin and why they \-rere repatrle ted. In some casea , the impression 

~ta8 that they \1ere persons of \-bom the Russiens just wanted to get rid. Accord-

Ing: to available information, the Soviet Union elsa permits the repatri ation of 

Je"s "he have difficulty in proving their for!l6r rolish citizenship. 

The Je111sh repatriates ("trensl'!l1gration" 1s nO\1 practically i!llpossible) 

encounter many difficulties in f inding epfrtcents and jobs (there elso appear 

to be difficulties in the metter of food). 

Here is \h2..t the ;Jblks- Sztyme of ;.;.r.y 9, 1957 8'eys about these problems: 

:''Ver y ... here the r epatriates rightly ask: "il'hy do not the loeal ilntional 
Coune1ls ear~J out the resolution, cdopt ed by the Council of the ianisters, that 
the r epatriates be p rovided vith hooes?" The Je\"Tish Commission on Repatriation 
a sked this Q.U9stion of the Government Commissioner of Repatr i ation as traIl as of 
the t'Iin1st ar on Communal Affairs. frOm all sides came the p romise th{'t every
thing t/Ould be done to solve this painful problem. 

One of the p rincipal questions confronting all Jetdsh repetr12tes is ; 
,,;here to find employment. '1hls !>robl em greatly occuplec now the Culture! end 
Social Association of the Jel-Is in Polend. The presid1um of the Central Ad
ministrative Committee haa set up e ~eciel coomissl on on rehebillt at lon ~lch 
has ta!~en steps to org enize various pI eces of employment , cooperative es ,rell 
as collective and individual \"lOrkshops. In '~!E'rSe\"I , as is well la1o~!D , there BJ.
ready exists a cooperative of various trade occupations ,"here t Dllors end 
carpenters \".()rk, e.re employed end de!)frtment s e..re pl~nned for mechanics, rl'.d.io 
end television technicians, photog rptiliers, etc., and ,";or!:ers in other 11nes. 
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In its issues of Hey 16 . 21 , 22, 23 and 29. the Folks-Sztyme 

reported that the orders of the Cabinet of April 12, 1957 to allocate 

apartments to r epetrl ated J elts are unfortunately not being follo tTed 

every~lhere. 

Thora are no over-all figures on the numoers of repatriated 

Je",s not:1 in Pol and. Llgnlce he.e 400 f~ml11e9 (1,400 persona): 

Walbrzych, 30 f eo111es; Lod:: , 150 f eollies. In vie'.:l of the diffl-

cul ty of obtaining apartments . special licenses ere required to 

settle r epatri r tes in p~rticuler localitles (for instance, in Lodz 

permission was received for 1SO Je\"Iish fe.mllies only.) 
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