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Ladies end Gentlemen, 

This is my third appearance betere you as r.hairmen of the American 
Jewish Joint »istrlbutlon Committee. Although our minds are full and our 
hearts deeply concerned by the greet and grievous problems which exist on 
the borders of Isreel, the work of the Joint must, nevertheless , go OD . We 
who are charged with the responsihility of its management must, therefore. 
report to you about what we did in 1968 end about our plena tor 1969. 

I cannot begin without telling you that we have had the finest 
cooperation from the Jewish Agency e~d its leadership, from Mr. Dewey Stone, 
louis Pl:r.cus snd Mr. Gottlieb Hamner. as well as the cooperation of the 
Isr aeli Government and the Ministries with whom we have to deal. We have 
had excellent cooperation from United HIAS BLd from the representatives of 
the Israeli Government in New Y('lrk 6Dd Weahington. We have had fine 
cooperation aod support fr~m your General Chairman, Mr. Edwerd Ginseerg, 
from your PreSident, Mr . Me.x Fisher end Rabai Friedman. We give them ell 
our warmest thanks. I wish alao to coo:mend our Executive Vice Chairman, 
Mr . Samuel Haber, and our Director General for Oversees Operation, Mr. Louis 
Horwi tz, for their dedicated service during the past year. 

After our Annual Conference in December of 1966 we were, of c~urse, 
overwhelmed by the great events of June, 1967. All of us took justifiable 
pride in the Israeli army, and justifiable prine elso in tbe extraordinary 
performance of the Jewish people in this country end allover the world in 
r~~sing the enormous sums which were raised in order to enable Israel to 
defend itself. 

For the JOint, I reported to you last year on our great loas in 
the death of Charles Jorden in Czechoslovakia a few weeks after the end of 
the June wer. We knew nothing then , end neither we nor our Government know 
anything more now about the cause ot this sad event . We bad hoped that the 
liberalization of Czechoslovakia would open up aveLues for us to dete~ne 
who the guilty parties were, but the invasion by Russia has now made this 
impossi hle. 

During the pest sixty days his work and life were metD:lriel.ized 
in three w~s. On October lOth, 1968 he was postb=mously awarded the Naneen 
Medal by the United Nations High Co~asion for Refugees tor his work on 
behalf of refugees, et 8 moving ceremony in Geneva; OD October 16th at 
Natanya in Israel, ORT dedicated 8 new dormitory named in his honor; end in 
klndon, on November 3rd a half- w@¥ home for mental cases was nsmed in his 
honor by the Central Bri tish Fund. The J.D. C. has created in his honor the 
Charles Jordan lJ.emorlel Fund, t'rom which there will be awarded each year 
scholarships for Israeli graduate students to continue their preparation 
in the field of social service . We believe these scholarships and fellow
ships will make lasting contributions to the State of Israel in the very 
disciplines which Mr. Jorden would have most desired. 

During 1967 we met and took in our stride the great responsibility 
of providing for approximately 3.000 Libyan refugees who were driven out of 
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Libya in the wake of the June war. We took care of them ell in Italy 
with help from the United Israel Appeal, from the United States Govern
ment, from Jews of Scendinavia end the Centrsl British Fund. Happily. 
these ceses. except for a emul herd-core. have now gone to Ierael or 
to other countries in the west, end as 8 refugee problem it bas baen 
cleared up. Likewise, the eve~ts of June created new and grave 
respoosi bili ties for us in France. where many refugees ceme from 
WDroCCO , many of wbom went to Israel, and those wbo reme1ned in France 
continue to present real problems with which the French Jewish or ganiza
tion and the J .D. C. are coping. We have serious end difficult herd-core 
cases, though relati vely small in number, from Egypt, which represent 
8 long-time problem for the J.D.C . and the l ocal countri es in Itely and 
in Israel, a smell number of whom "e have taken illto our old -~ homes 
in Isrsel . 

As we told you last yeer, our operations in Poland, atter ten 
years of fruitfUl work, were closed down as of recember 31st, 1967 by 
orders of the Polish Government , whose patent enti-seant1em is now 8 
matter of public record, elthough I believe that the Joint end ORT hed 
the first indications of it elready in the Bummer o~ 1967. 

Other than these crisis matters, our work ell over the world 
continued its usual patteI'D. We educated and fed thousands of children 
in Iran, and thousands at children in MJrocco ann in 1Uniei8. Our 
supported medicel services, our education progrema, summer csoops, and 
other activities in these areas continued their l ite-saving tasks tor 
these Jewish children, who are better fed, better looking and, we 
believe, better educated then the children around them. 

III Iran, a surgical unit of the Jewish hespi tel was completed 
8ll.d opened, aDd we now have lL Teheran en excellent Jewish medical 
facility . In Morocco our Ose clinic in Casablanca hes continued to 
operate though we miss greatly our director, Dr. Tavel, who left and 
who has eccepted an appOintment to run a communi ty operatioD in the 
Un! ted States for the Ottice of Economic Opportunity in a Boston suburb. 
At our Board of Directors meeting last June, he remarked that the wo r k 
he had done end the thinga he bad learned working for the J.D.C . 1n 
V.oroeco .es the best poss! ble preparation for the handling of the heal. th 
end eOmroQD!ty problems of the minority groups with which he was working 
in the United States . 

As in 1967, I had occasion t o visit end observe our work in 
W.orocco and in Ir811, BO in 1968 I made it my business to visit Borne of 
our oper ations in Frence . Here, our work takes 'the form of finencial 
support of the F.S. J .U. , the Fonds Social Juit Unities, which is the 
national federation raising funds nationally in France for social 
welfare rork of all kinds . The Fl.'ench-Jewish COlIilllUJli ty which now numbers 
over 550,000, is the third largest Jewish coa:rnunity in the Diaspore, the 
150,000 Jews who remained in FraDce after Hitler, being DOW augmented by 
elmost 400.000 refugees from North Africa and Eastern Europe. This, of 
course , includes the many thcusend Algerians who were French citizens 
end who r eceived partial support from the French Government, like all 
other .Algerians who came t o France, but there are many who come :from 
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other areas, like Morocco, Tunisia 8lld Eastern Europe8Jl countries whom 
we have helped, end they remain for us 8 constant care. 

In 1968 we were able to augnent the \IfOrk first undertakell in 
196'1 in Rumania, where we spent in 1968 slightly over ,1,000,000. While 
we have no ot"tice in RUmania, 1 t 1s supervised by our people in C-eneva. 
8lId the work in RumaIlia is carried on under the direction of Rabbi Rosen , 
who was here lest year. all wi th the knowledge SIld approval of the 
Rumen! an Governme.Dt . 

In the fall of 1967, the U. J . A. mission which vis1ted ~anla 
recomended and strongly urged upon us an incre8Be in our Rumanian 
budget, which we did increase by 'lPProximate1y $600,000. This heppened 
aga1n in 1968 . During this past year, we have taken care in Rumania of 
e,pproxlmately 4,000 aged, we have been feeding about 5,000 in our various 
canteens, we beve provided MatzoB end other supplies for Passover, winter 
cloth1ng and fUel, and tbus we heve alleviated much suffering in this 
population . 

In 1968, we ftoXPended our subvention tt' ~, which h.ea continued 
its tirst-class work ill the 19onder1\ll technicAl 8chools that it operRtes 
everywhere . \76 spent in 196& approximately i5, 501"'I,fWI'O in the educatl0. 
of Jewish. children, ~ut ~ ot which "89 expended 1L the CRT SChools. 

Our social "elfare work in Israel has, ot course, taken the 
lar~st sbare of our burlget. Ot the 1..1:2,000,000 wb.1cb we spent lest 
year, almost iB,OOO,OOO wsa spent in Isr~l . 

J . D.C.-Malben has me1nto1ned i 106 o1d-tlge hemes in Isreal , 
"herg we have eppron mately 3,200 patients , has maintained its extra
IrAlrEJ. care of aged in their hnmes; opeJ'\ed end cont1l'1ued this year 1 ta 
speech therapy classes at Tel-Aviv University, hee continued ita vital 
work with handicapped children. 

In far-off pleces we have continued to keep ali va a half dozen 
old- ege cases still 11 ving in Shanghai, ChillS, end the small group of 
16,000 Jew. living in llombay in the midst ot 500,000,000 HiDdua and 
Mosl.ems are still an object of our care, as are scattered remnants in 
South lmer1ca and AUBtre.l.ia. 

Our obj act everywhere as the countries have developed haa 
been to have them take over larger and larger sheres of the burden, and 
we ere now either completely out ot or on organized retrenchment pro
grems 1-n prsct1ea.ll.y every t'este:m D.lropean country, as well as in 
South America. 

In 19M, we entered upon 8 program .,i th the United Israel 
Appeel to study their ope]."ation end our own, to Bee it there is eny 
overlapping or dupllcation be'twe.en our work end that ot any other 
agencies such, tor exanple. the Un1ted- HIAS. A coo:m1ttee has been set 
up for this purpose; and a sub-commtttee. cona1et1ng ot Mr. Gottlieb 
Reamer and Mr. Sam Haber, have me.de a long trip to !)'u'Ope to exemine 
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the a1 tuation there~ and will l'roeeed in a short while to .Israel BJld 
to Iran to study t he operations of the Agency and the J.D. C. The 
purpose in all this 1s to eliminate duplication. if and where 1 t ~ 
exist. 

Just as we had about eleBlled up the 1967 flood of retugees 
t'roCD Libya end Morocco. by the sumner at 1968 we were caught w1 th the 
maas ot retugees in Vienna trom Czechoslovek1a, end now from !blend. 
In Vienna, within a few weeks atter the RUssian invasion of the country, 
about 3,000 persons registered in the J . D.C. office in Vienna. Some of 
these people had bGen ~n vacation outBide of Czechosl ovakia end 
were deteradned not to return there . The border between Austria aDd 
CzechOslovakia had rema.1.ned open. and many hWldreds crossed the border 
to Beek help at the J.D.C . office in Vienna which, unfortunately, appears 
now to have been closed by the Russl8118. Here we had 8 Dew kind of 
retugee: government oft!ciels. wri t ers" professors" IOOvie atld '1!V people, 
engineers, and intellectuals of all kinds" fer different :from the maas 
at refuseee we had received on other occasions . Wi th the help of the 
Jewish ~ncy, as many of' these people as possible have been helped to 
f!P to Israel, end the others are being processed er d helped by United 
HlAS tor other destinations, while, meanwhile being provided with 
minimal support by the J.D. C. 

\7h1le we did not have the meenB, "t necess1ty 17e appropriated 
the sum ot ,200,000 in the month of AUgust. 1968 for these unexpected 
needs. We received help tram the Central Eritish F\lJld aDd from 
Scandinavia, all of which we greatly appreciated. The Czechoslcvek 
load is Coming down. but we are receiving in the busy Vi enDS office, 
and especially in Rolte, many hundreds :f'rom Poland. 

Now. as to 1969 , our programs everywhere will continue as 
they have been outlined to you. In Rumania, we were fbrtunate, in 
October, in 8 visit i'rom &lather national U.J.A. sub-mission , which 
returned to e.dvise us and to press upon us quite stroDgly what 8 

vlonderfu.l job we ere doing in Rumania, and how important it is that 
we shou1d increase our exper:.dl tures there by adding an addi tional 
"1.000,000 to our budget . ile know there are many needs to be met there, 
e.nd that there are several thousand aged who ought to be added to the 
list at 4,000 ne are now helping. We ere advised that it takes B 
mtniaum of $250 per person per year to provide minimal BSsistaoce. In 
response to these requests we have increased the 1969 allocation for 
Rumania but we are not able to meet the urgent pleas of the U.J . A. sub
mission, as we do Lot have the tunds eveD though we shall beve to Dl8Ilage 
8lI 1ncreEBe in the Rumanian ~enditure8. In Fr8Dce , because the F.S.J.U. 
in its new unified cempa1gn has raised IDOre IDOney. our percentage con 
tribution to their needs will decline but, as I found on my trip through 
central hence lest spring, there are a hundred cca:mun1 ties whiCh, before 
the North African refugees arrived, had no Jews whetsoever l now have 
large groups for whom s ynagogues or centers and schools mst be provided, 
end we have 8 coum1tment to the F . S.J. U~ to help with this progran. 

In Israel we have !'or SeV61.'81. years be"n studying with the 
Ministry of Health and the MiDistry ot Social \1e lfar8 a program to pro-
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vide old-age care for severe.l thousand aged who now do not f1 t the 
Malben progrsn because they have been in the country for DX>re than f1 ve 
years . and we have agreed upon 8 progrem to take csre of these aged now 
in the main unce.red for, which .ill require f'rom the J .D.C. a coom1 tment 
to spend ns.ooo.CX)Q over the next :five years. This coami tment of 
slightly leBs than $1 ,000,000 a year , which will be offset by perh$PB 
~ through savings through the dird.nutioD crt ncr enstiIlg ~e.se load 
will , nevertheless, require from us an additional budgetery contribution 
of almost half a million dollars per year. The 800,000 a year we ere 
spending for the partlsl support of .126 Yeah! voth which ere educating. ' 
about 16,000 Children, appears now to be insufficient, and we are under 
pressure to expand the progrSll to the Leo Baack School in Heifa, main
tained by the Wor ld Union for Progressive Judaism, and to include within 
our purview the two Bchools in Jerusalem ma1~ta1Ded by the Worl d General 
Sephardic Jewry which has 1 ts headquarters in Jeruselem. Apparently, ' 
the J.D. C. cannot discr1m1nate either on the left or on the r1ght . OUr 
field 1s ell Jews everywhere, wher e t here 18 need. 

We are unde r pr essure to increase our allotment to the Alliance 
Israeli te Un! versalle, which continues its progrem ot educat ion through
out the fled! terre.nean eres and 10 Iran. and we are under greet pressure 
to increase our contribution and belp to ORT, whose excellent operation 
continues to expand, particularly 1n Israel. There the Israel Education 
Fund is building so meny comprebensi ve high schools. where the techno
logical end will bave to be run by 0R1'. and there pl8llS e.re under study 
to have the general direction of suoh schools undertaken by ORT. The 
mere inflationary increase ot operating costs requires add! tlonel :fUnds 
just to stend still, at ell ot which we must take cognizance so that 
our budget for ORT in this year .111 have to be increased. 

\'1e will, ot course. have to continue our expenditures in 
Vienna and Rome for the Czechs. Poles and other Eest Europeens for whom 
this i8 the first window ot the tree world. Those who sel ect countries 
for ultimate resettlement other than Israel we will bave t o support 
1n Vienna. or i n Rome until they can be processed. 

The net of' ell of this 1s that although we are ending 1969 
with a budgetary deficit of almost ,000,000, our 1969 budget will leave 
us with 8. budgetary deficit ot ,1,400,000 . This i s where you come in. 

As I ha.ve OD numerous occasions related, t he history of the 
J ewish people has been reflected in the budgets end expend! tures of 
tbe Joint Distribution Coami ttee . \'1ben it weB :rounded in 1914, it WBS 
tor the 6%press purpose of helping Ileedy Jews everywhere, end particular
ly those displec.ed in centrsJ. Burope in World War I. The first year we 
spent $64,000. when the war was over end we bed t o replece and resettle 
hundreds of thousands in central end eastE'tl'D Ew.'Ope, we spent $27.000,CX)() 
in one year in the twenties. As the need de<\llned, our budget declined. 
until in 1932 the J .D. C, spent $300,000. 

When Hitler rose to power, t he J . D. C. wes in existence , and 
to the extent possible under the most difficult conditions we tried to 
cope wi tb the problems which 81'088 ill CE"n tl'e.l Europe, as well as in wbat 
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was tben Palest1De. The great expe..naion 1n our needs took place 
lamedie.tely a:tter the end of the 1'18I'. which required us to spend in 
the 1947/1948 period over ,67.000 ,000. From that point on our budget 
has declined. With the 108s ot al..Iooat $7,000,000 8 year which we 
received from the Cla1~ Conference tunds during the years 1952-1967, 
by 8 substantial aDd eruel diminution of our seth! ties, we were able 
to bring OUI' budget down to below the $26,OCO,OOO level. and we have 
hed to carry OD since that time with 8 very reduced budget. averaging 
about $22,000,000 yearly. This has lett us each year, as well as 
again in 1969 , with a large list of Wl!Ilet humane needs, which we know 
about, but which we CBllllot provide for. This year, for exemple, out 
of thirty projects pressed upon us in Israel, we were able to include 
1n our bu~t only three , 

All these enormous sums were contributed by the Jewish people 
of the United States, and their friends. You wi ll remember that it is 
the ~merican Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. Except fbr the 
contribution which ne get from the central British FUnd, we are aloDe 
in this work . The funds raised by the Jews in all other parts of the 
world. ere pre-empted by the Keren Yayesod end we do Dot participate in 
any of it . Our work throughout the world has relied for its support 
upon the humane end philanthropic dedication of the JmericeD Jewish 
PUblic . Until thirty years 8#!P, W8 raised these fUnds ourselves in our 
own nationel. canpaigD.. Thirty years 8.I!P "e joined with United Pal-estine 
Appeal, no" the United Isreel .APpeal, to found end jOintly manage the 
Un1ted Jewish Appeal. PIth the continuous end whole-hearted support ot 
the Council ot Federations end Weltare funds, the O. J . A. has COIltinued 
to ratse these enotm:Jus sums of money for both Agencies as well as for 
the Un1ted HIAS Service end the New York Association for New }mericens. 
It is you who have enabled us to carry on our great humeni te.r18D work 
ell over the world. Only we can carry it on . OUr partner, United 
Israel ~peal, must concentrate its attention on Isr ael and ita needs . 
In spending as we do almost one-third o~ the amount of our budget in 
Israel itself, we are making, we believe, 8 greet contribution there. 
However, the Chairman of the Joint Distribution Committee, as well as 
his associates, must keep in mind other large centers of Jewish popula
tion which remain end which we cannot overlook, including the 2,500,000 
who live behind the Iron CUrtain. o~ whose tuture 88 well es present 
we DlUst be IDind:fUl . There are those "ho tell us that if we would cease 
helping all of these Jews in these commun1ties, end if they became 
s'lffieiently miserable they would all f!P to Israel, and that this is 
what we should do. However. we eennot accept this philosophy. If we 
have made extraordinary contributions tor the heelth of teos of 
thousands of children in these countries where they still are; if we 
are g1 ving them through the agencies we support, a better education 
then their neighbors are able to provide; if we take care of their 
handicapped and their aged, then we believe that when circumstances 
make 1 t necessary for them to go to lSl'eel, or when they choose to go 
there, then they will come as a bet'ter educated end a healthier group 
of people. pe..r1:1C'11~1.·J,y th,q yDlID.g, upon whom the :fUture of Israel must 
rely. 
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We are, of course, proud that the United Jewish Appeal frame
work existed 80 that in 1967 and in 1968 we were able to raise almost 
$300,000,000 for the Isreal Emergency Campaign, and that we ere looking 
forward to the third C2Illpa1gn in 1969, when we hope we will be able to 
match aod surpass 196'7 . These fUnds are all used by the Agency for 
tu.l:filliDg those humani tariao and welfare tasks in Israel which the 
government itself cannot carry on with practically its enti re budgetary 
income comndtted to defense . However, we note with some satisfaction 
that while making these contributions to the Israel Emergency Campaign 
you have Dot overlooked the regular campaign of the U. I . A. end the J . D. C. 
which has. i taelf. shown Bome increase in these past two years . Since 
you know that none of the fUnds :from the Israel Emergency Campaign f!P 
to the J.n.c., it 1s vitally necessary that you should bear in mind the 
needs of your local cco:munities and of the regular work of the U. I.A. 
end the J.D. C., end that you should contribute as much as you can to an 
increase in your general and regular c~aigns. It is beclSlSe we rely 
on you to do tbis in 1969 that we have undertaken a budget with a deficit 
of Sl,400,OOO. We call upon you sod upon Ell the Jewish men and women 
throughout America, whether they are present at this Annual Conference 
or not, to remember the continuous end important humenitarian tasks 
being carried out every day by the Joint Distribution Comnnttee, snd to 
make it possible for us to continue them as we have plaoned, and not 
make it necessary for us to cut down on a food progrsn in ~rocco or 
Tunisia, or to fail to provide adequately for the aged or the handi
capped in Israel or in other parts of the r.orld. 

Our minds sz;.d hearts are coami tted to the great task of 
helping Leedy Jews everywhere, to bring them to freedom in Israel or 
elsewhere, to feed and educate their children in the continuation of 
Jewish values, thus making not only a humenitarian contribution all 
over the world but, we believe, a great contribution to the future of 
Judaism iteelf. We thank you greatly for ~ing it possible for us to 
do this. Your support str~:mgthena oUl'rAsol ves and gives us heart to 
face up to these dlf:f.1cul t t asks. 
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NOT FeR PUBLICATION 

1) Introduction 

Jewish Communities 

in 

Nor th Africa and Hiddle East 

UN I TED JEWI SH APPEAL 

NEW YORK HILTON HOTEL 

The terror and r epr ession that ca~e hard on the heel s of t he 
June Har prompted a movement of Jews out of Arab and '<ioslern countr ies that 
l eft a r emaining Jewish population in these countr ies of less than 150, 000, 
as compar:ed with approximately half- a- million a decade ago. i'lhereas the 
viol ence of Arab r etaliation has abated ~~d the i mpul se to f l ee likewise 
has subsided , there r emains a fundamental conviction among$the Jews that 
t he secur ity of their futur e lies elsewher e . 

In some of the Moslem countries , l ike Egypt , Syria and Iraq, the 
JOe can do r elatively little for the Jews . In other count~ies , however , 
(as in l1orocco, Tunisia, Algeria and Iran) ",'here the JilC can stil l wor k, 
i t has an obligation to assure , withL~ the l imits of its r esources , the 
wel l being and security of the less for tunate Jews residing there . This 
invol ves maintai ning wel fare , health and educational programs for those who, 
by choice or for reasons beyond their control, will remain in this region 
in the foreseeable future . 

2) Aleer ia 

Of the 125, 000 Jews who lived L~ Algeria at the tL~e it became 
independent six years ago there now r emain around 2, 000 - 1, 000 i n Algier s, 
900 in Or an and 100 in Constantine . The r est ha'ie fled , most of them to 
France , since all but a very feH Alger ian Jews hel d French citizenship . 

Jewish life , orga~ized through the Consistoircs in the larger 
cities , continues , thouf h on a greatly reduced scale because of continued 
emigration, increasin~ financial difficulti es due to the departure of the 
well- to-do a.'1d diminished interest on the part of the remaL~L"1g popuJ.ation . 

The JOe n~~ oper ates throur.h the CASI (Comite d'~ction Sociale 
Isr aelite) L~ .~giers , and the Consistoires elsewhere . Jus t under 200 needy, 
aged, sick ~"1d handicapoed persons are ass isted by means of small monthly 
cash allot<1a.'1.ces , a shelter, a canteen and a limited food package distribution . 
There is cl ose cooperation between the JOe and the French consulates on certain 
r el ief cases of co~on i nterest . 

Relations between the Algerian GO\'ernr.1ent and the r eligious COJ'l

munity r emain cood and rel i gious services are conducted freely. 

. . /2 
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)) Morocco 

The Je~.,ish population of Morocco is down to somewhat less than 
50, 000 . The past year has been character ized by a surge of movenent out 
of the country, mostly to Israel but al so in important nlli~bers to France 
and elsewhere . A s ignificant group has at the same t une moved from the 
smaller tawns and villages to the safety of the larger cities o 

Compared to a year ago the atmospher e L, the countrY, though l ess 
tense, is still highly charged , and the Jews of Hor occo are very much con
cerned about what will happen tomorrow. Should this a~~osphere prevail 
departures to Israel, encouraged by favorable r eports from J.~oroccan families 
who settled there recently and to other countries will continue in significant 
numbers . 

Nevertheless a sizeable Jewish population will remain, a large 
proportion dependent upon the kinds of services hitherto pr ovided by the JOC , 
albeit on a s~~ewhat r educed scale. This i s particularl y true as t he more 
able bodied and better off financial ly leave , thereby diminishing l ocal 
r esources and further straining JDC's budget for the country . The t ask is 
made even more difficult by a continuous drain of qualified personnel from the 
J ewish community staff . 

Al l this moveI!lent, both within and out of the country, has resulted 
in a r eduction in the n~~ber of young ster s attending the schools. The nQ~ber 

of students in the various schools and kindergartens has dropped from a monthly 
average of 14, 900 in 1967 to 12,000 in 1968 or about 17 per cent . This is re
flec ted in contracted budgetary r equir ements which have been accomplished by 
the elL~ination of classes , and even the merging of schools . The kinde r garten 
progr am has been the most seriously affected. Of the seven in operation last 
year only four remain. 

The feeding progra'll, "'hich in 1967 served in excess of l ) , O(}:) children 
and adults on the average , is currentl y about llJ OOO beneficiaries. On the other 
hand J an increasing hard- core caseload of aged and chronically ill, for wham 
emigration offers no sol ution, is emer gi ne as time goes on. The care of the 
aged pro~r~~ now serves over 600 indi viduals , as compared with 530 l ast year . 
I t includes a relodeement progra!TI , whereby sui table housing is provided for 
the aged Jews in areas secure from the threats of hostile Arabs . The progr ams 
has had to be accelerated this year. 

For these and other r easons already noted JDC i:wolvement in il.orocco 
~~is year and next will r equire a considerahle outlay of funds and staff time . 

4) Tunisia 

The panic r esulting fro~ the violent r iots , destruction ~~d attacks 
on the Jews in Tunis at the outbreak of the June It/ar has subsided , but there 
r emains a general f eeling of tension and the Jewish people have completely 
l ost hope that there is any future for them in Tunisia. 

• ./3 
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A precise population COWlt is virtually impossible . :-to,,'ever it is 
est~nated that the Jewish population has declined from 18,000 to about 16,000, 
of rlhom 12 , 000 are in Tunis and the remainder scattered , in numbers from under 
100 to 1,000 , in the vari c-us mall tOl'lilS a 

The flow of departures from the country has had a disastr ous effect 
on the community programs because it has carried alon~ with it experienced 
person~el. Never theless, in cooperation with the Ioeal Jewish bodies, the 
JDC in one way or another will have assisted over 5,OQO people in the course of 
the year, in one or more of the services, - with 1,200 benefiting from cash 
relief grants , over 3, 000 through feeding progr~ms , 2, 000 through the schools 
and kindergartens and 900 receiving medical services tJ'l..rough t he OSEe But 
all these services are thr eatened, being sever ely hampered by staff problems. 

Construction was completed this year of a neto.' home for the aged in 
Tunis 'Which now houses 40 people and l-lhich will servet,ftiF-her number if and 
when mor e trained staff becoces available . A r elodgereent program for the 
aged, moving them fro':'! miserable hovels in Arab sections to decent and safe 
quarters, has also recently been embarked on , similar to the one instituted 
in Morocco . 

The feeling is widespr ead that the only solution for Tunisian Jel"s 
lies in emigration to I srael or France . This C2n only be effectivel y accom
plished if facilities for their integration, in France , especially, where a 
large proportion of the.rn ',",ould choose to go, were vastly improved . The present 
adverse economic conditions there have already acted as a deterrent . 

5) Iran 

The general lcng-standi~~ attitude of friendliness on the part of the 
authorities to' .... ard the Jews i n I ran continues. The Jel-!ish population has for 
some time rcmai!1ed more or less constant at around 75 , 000- 60,000 "lith over 
hall' now l iving in Teheran. The t r end is toward increased movement from the 
cities of the interior to Teheran, wher e there is gr eater opportunity for 
e~plol%ent . The JOe will aid through one or several of its programs close to 
20 , 000 persons this year . The major ity of them , nearly 23,000 ,'1ill be children 
and youths attending the various schools and kindergartens . The medical program 
benefits around 5, 000 , some of them in the nen surgical wing of the KKK Pospital, 
bui lt with J)C financial assistance . The major effort in the medic~l program, 
however J continues to be concentrated in the mother and child heal til clinics 
and the fw.ily health service, which !'las succeeded in effecting a sharp reduction 
in the i~-fant mortality rate over the past ten years. T!'le feeding program of 
school and kindergarten canteens provides a balanced diet to almost 10, 000 
children as well as a family food parcel distribution to 2,~OO people . Other 
activities include a small cash relief program and a sum ner camp program for 
COO children. ' 
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6) Libya 

Latest reports indicate that there are 600 Jews left in Tripoli but 
of these about 500 had previously fled to Italy but returned temporarily in an 
attempt teo salvage what was left of their belOngings and property. Restrictions 
are still 1n effect on the transfer of real property, although movable property 
can be sold. There is no doubt that once this is accomplished these people will 
again make their departure. Thus, of the community of 4,000 Jews at the time 
of the Jurue War , itself only the remnant of a once thriving community of around 
35,000 (until the establishment of Libya 8S an independent state at the end of 
1951), the!re will remain a more or less permanent group of 100 persons . Jews 
can thus be said to have been effectively eliminated in Libya. 

Of the 4,000 Jews who left Libya for Italy close to 3,000 received 
J DC aSSistance. Well over 1,000 persons have gone to I srael , around l,ono are 
staying on in I taly and the remainder have or will emigrate to other countries. 
There rema.ins a hard-to-integrate group of around 30 persons in Rome who will be 
dependent on the JDC for some time to come. 

7 ) Lebanon 

The Jewish community of Lebanon is comprised of about 6,000 persons. 
While briefl y threatened during and after t he June 1967 War by and l arge they 
have esca~~d unscathed. The sharp almost equal division of the general population 
between Christians and Mos l ems ne utralized much of the hostility towards Jews 
which might have erupted. I n the main, the Jewish community is self supporting . 

8) Egypt 

I n 1947 the Jewish population of Egypt numbered 90,000. Today there are 
between 1,000 and 1,200 J ews left . About 220 men have been held in prison since 
the Six-Da.y Wa.r. All representations on the part of foreign governments and other 
bodies to obtain their release have proved fruitless. 

Until September of this year it had been possible for many to emigrate 
and since the J une war over 1,100 have managed to leave. However, movement of 
Jews from Egypt has come to a sudden halt and none has been recorded since mid 
September. The Jews who stayed behind are in increasingly sore economic straits . 
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Host of the 1,100 Jews who have fled Egypt since June 1967 have 
received ass istance from the JDC in France and Italy, along with the 500 
~gyptians in France and 120 in Italy already on JDC cash rel ief rolls befor e 
that date . In addition to cash relief they are given assistance in the fom. 
of medical care, care of the aged , child care , etc . 

9) Syria , 
The Jews , who first began to leave Syria h"i.th the departure of the 

French dur#Jg t he Second Harid Ear , now nu.llber 4 , 000 , with 2 , 500 in Da"!'l3.SCllS, 

1,300 in .~eppo and 200 in Kamishli . The Jews have long been victims of dis
crimination in Syria. There are restric tions on conffiercial transactions , their 
homes are su:'jec t to unwarranted raids by the authorities , they are not allowed 
to emigrat e. Thei r t r avel f r am Damascus or Aleppo is sever el y restr ict ed and 
in Karni shli they are even forbidden to leave the small area in which they l i ve . 
Their troubl es are further aggr avated by the presence of Palestinian Arabs who 
now live in J ewish neighborhoods in large numbers , often in the same houses, and 
who harass and threaten their Jewi sh neighbors. 

.. - - ---- _.- --

2 

10) Iraq 

I n 1951 around 120, 000 Jews were evacuated fra~ Iraq to Isr ael i n 
what ,.'as called Operation Ezra and Nehemiah ; 7, 000 stayed behind, mostl y 
middle- clas s people with so~e proper ty, although 800 wer e very poorly off 
financially . Of t he se it is estiJ!lated that 3, 000 now r emain, most of them in 
Baghdad and with a small number in Basr a . 

Their s ituation since the Six- Day War has deteriorated dr asticall y 
and they suffer f r om viciously anti- Jewish r egul ations .. House- to-house 
searches are made of all Je .. ~sh homes and a r epister of their occupants has 
been dr a.m up ; all telephones in Jewish homes have been disconnected; J ews 
are forbidden to travel within t he country and ar e under constant surveillance; no Jew 
can emi grate or travel ab road ; he is I'orbidde,n by r egulation to sell or dispose 
of r eal property; except for small salary allowances no sums due to Jews by 
government or private businesses can be paid to them. there is a viol entl y 
anti- Je.!i sh c<?mpaign in the newspapers , radi o and television in which the Hoslem 
religi ous leaders cooperate and in which it is urged that Jews be depr ived of 
their proper ty, civil rights , citZenship, et c . 

The large major ity of Jews live on what l ittl e capital they have 
left and the dwindling funds i n the communi ty welfare t r easury pr ovide a 
bare minimum of r elief to the poorest amongs t them . tilth no funds availabl e 
frorn abroad, can~unity activities cannot continue much longer • 
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11) Concluding remarks 

The picture portrayed above of the conditions of the Jews in the 
diffe rent Arab and l-:os1em cowltries ranees .from the r elatively tolerable to 
the desperate and dangerous . There can be no thoueht of abandoning 150, 000 
Jews finding themselves in such distressing circumstances. \'!henever and wherever 
feasible, aid an1 comfort must be brought to those who for reasons beyond their 
control or for other reasons are unaole at present to move to other countries . 

November 1968 
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SEMINAR ON EDUCATION 

UJA Funds in Support of Educati on 

A variety of educa t ional activities in I srael and e lsewhere are supported 

wit h funds contributed to the United Jewish Appeal . These activities consist 

of tht~ following programs: 

1 Program of the United Israel Appeal, Inc . 

The UIA, I nc. al l ocates funds for three education purposes : higher 

educa t ion, youth care and training and U1panim. In the cur r ent fiscal year the 

UIA, Inc. allocated: $)3.973 .000 . 

(a ) $11 ,981 , 000 for the Hebrew University, Technion, Bar Ilan University. 

Tel Aviv University and Weizmann Institute. 

{b) $ 5.568,000 for youth care and training. 8: part of which is used for 

a variety of education programs for chi ldren within the Youth Aliyah program. 

(c) $16 ,424, OOOfor absorption , which includes the UIA s u~sidies for 
w • , , , 

Ulpanim, the r apid language cour ses for the new immigrants . 

The UIA, Inc. is also the agency which implements the program of the 

Israel Education Fund, described below. 

2 . Program of the Joint Di stribution Committee 

Through its subvention to the ORT. the JDC suppor t s ORT's vocationa l 

training program In addition the JDC supports education in various countries 

and has an extensive Yeshiva program in I srael. The programs outside of I srael 

consi st of: 
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(a) Support of networks of three schools (Alliance, Lubavitcher and Ozar 

Hatorah) in Morocco and other countries. 

(b) Aid to religious and secular academic and vocational schools in 

France and Italy. and 

(e) Support of schools 1n various other countries which we are not at 

l iberty to identify . 

The JOC's Yeshiva program in I srael, for which it allocated 

nearly $785,000 in 1967 dates back to 1914 . A total of 15,781 students and 

552 refugee rabbis benefited from this program in the program's 50th anniversary 

year and about 20,000 are aided by this project today. 

3 , Program of the New York Association for New Americans 

In the context of its primary objective -- to help newcomers 

who have settled in the New York Metropolitan area to achieve integration --

NYANA spends part of its budget for instru etion in English and fo r the training 

and retraining of the newcomers in special professions and vocational skills. 

4. Program of the Israel Education Fund 

The most recent as well as the most intensive effort of the UJA 

in the field of education is represented by the activities of the Israel Educat-

ion Fund which the UJA established as a special proj ect in 1964. The objective 

of the Israel Educa tion Fund is to raise money for secondary schools and related 

education facil1 ties (pre-kinderga r tens. libraries, youth centers, gymnas ia and 

science laboratori es) and for scholarships for high school students and teacher 

. . ....• rnore 



· . .. ~ 
SEMINAR ON EDUCATION 

(continued ) page 3 December 13 , 1968 

candidates for I srael's secondary schools . The progr am was launched because 

secondary education in I srael is not f r ee nnd because the new development towns 

a r e not able, f r om the i r own limi ted resources, to bu i l d the required schools 

and r e l ated educat i on fac ilities f or t heir chi l dren. The I EF campaign is a 

year r ound campaign and i s conducted on a per son to person solicitation basis . 

It i s s uppl ementar y t o and not a part of the a nnua l UJA campaign. 

Si nce t h i s program was l aunched the IEF has received pledges in 

the sum of mor e than $25,000,000. This sum is composed of contributions from 

105 cont ributors whose gifts r ange from S100,000 to S4 , OOO, 000 . These funds 

will , i n addition to provi d i ng scholarshi ps for many students, insur e the con-

struction of the followi ng bu i l d i ngs : 57 h i gh sChool s; 16 youth centers ; 

9 libr ar ies; and 18 pre-kinder garten schools . With the construction of these 

bu ildings the I srael Educ ation Fund will have taken a major step towa r ds t he 

r ea lizat i on of its ultimate goa l, whi ch is to give the c ommunities settl ed by 

the new i mmi gr an t s, the educati on fac il ities t hey need to equ ip the i r childr en 

f or life i n a moder n s t ate. 
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IEF / UJA REPORT: 1964 - 8 

The gravest thr eat to Israel's physical survival arose in 
1967. It was met magnificently by the people of Isra e l and by their 
partners in the Jewish communities of the world - particularly the 
American Jewish community. thr ough the United Jewish Appeal. 

The gravest threat to Israel's development as an effective, 
unified ! modern nation with a truly educated, skilled and productive 
popula tion came to a head three years earlier. It is being met 
magnificently by the people of Israel and by their partners in the 
American Jewish community. through the Israel Education Fund of the 
United Jewish Appea l. 

***~**************** 

I . The year 1964 was t he crucial year in I s rael's determined 
effor t to crea-te a unified society. based on equal oppor tunity, for a 
largely immi grant population continuousl y Ilowing into the state from 
more than 8~ c ountries throughou t the world . 

A. By that year, exactly half of Israel 's population was 
made up of refugee ~mmig~ant families-rrom the Moslem countries of 
North Africa and Asia. The overwhelming part o~is haJlf oithe 
populatiOn arrived penniless . Some had actually been cave- dwellers, 
most were uneducated, many were illiterate . Almost all were unskilled, 
their families ~arge, their children neglected . 

B_ At 5, these children entered Israel's free and compulsory 
kinder gartens far behind their Western classmates i n verbal and visual 
ski l ls and -soon-felllhopelessly-beh1nd. Some dropped out before t he end 
of elementary school , very few went on to hi gh school. Most, in fact. 
l ived in Israe l's new development towns, where there s imply were no 
h.lgh sc h~ols. 

(Some managed to reach the ei ghth grade level throug h 
Army make-up courses at the ages of 18 - 21; a smaller number attained 
the equiva lent of a high school diploma.) 

. . .• more 
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C. Vocational t rai ning opportuniti es were l imited. The 
generation of Israeli'S' of :Nc;;£h-Afrlciiland Aslin orl ~in who -wer e coming 
of age in 1964 seemed doomed to repeat thei r fathers' lives of unskilled 
or semi - skilled labor. 

D. Israel was in dange r of being sp li t right in two, 
" ~---rr --- - .. - - - - --between its haves and have- nats. Stati stically . this was the picture : 

1. Among the adult population, there were 170,000 
total illiterates and another 90,000 semi-illi terates. 

2 . Of some 27,000 th r ee and four year - o ld children from 
overcrowded, impoveri shed and disadvantaged homes (90% of them of Afro
Asian o ri g in), l ess than ha l f could be accommodated in pre-kinderga r ten 
schools where they could be prepared successful1 y for the beginning of 
their fo r mal education at the age of five. 

3 . Of about 100,000 children of high school age, 
barel y more-.!han ha l ~ were actually enrolled in any kind of secondllry 
education fac i li ty. Four year vocational high schools were rare and, ex
cept tor the ORT school s, modern trade training ~a~ _a!~t non-existent. 

4 . High school was not free, end the government was 
abl e to provide full free tuition for lesS-than 25$ of the chi l dren of 
poor Afro-A sian fami li es who managed to complete thei r e l ementary school 
education . Less than 15% of all elementary schoo l graduates in the 
development _~o~~ w!n.!: £.I! to hig h schools , the nearest 'of which were 
miles ewey . 

II. Since that crucial time, I s r ael has gone through a recession, 
mobiliza tion, wtJ r and a continuing brutal "cease-fire". But the bleak 
education situation described above has not only not deteriorated; 
it has vastly improved. 

A. Of the 170,000 total i ll iterates of 1964 , at least 85,000 
have achieved the accepted national norm of literacy. Of the 90,1)00 
semi-illiter ates, an estimated 40,000 have been graduated ou t of that 
c lasstficatlon. 

B. The total number of underprivileged three and four yea r 
olds r eceiving vi ta l t raining in I s rael's pre- kinderv.ortens has leaped 
from 13 , 000 to an estimated 32 , 000 in the current school year . 

... • more 
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C . Fifty-seven new high sc:honls hn_,::c been established. Thf'vast 
ma jority are comprehensive high schools, offcrin~ 8 broad range of combined 
academic and vocational training , with 8 heavy em phasis on needed modern 
industrial ski lls. Almost every development town and almost all heavily
i mmigrant sectors of Israel's cities now have at least one four or six-year 
high school in operation or under construction. 

D. More than 90% of all elementary school graduates in the devel 
opment towns now go on to high school. The gover nment is B.ble to provide 
full free tuition for almost two- thi rd s of those needing it, and partial 
free tuition for most o f the rest. 

************************* 

Ill . Th e vicious circle of disadvantage , generation to generation, 
seems broken . The danger of the "two I STael s" seems to be receding. Three 
factors have been largely responsib le: 

A. The people and the government of I srael themselves, through 
voluntary ser vice to and preferential treatment of - the disadvantaged, 
have worked wonders: 

1. The :held workers in the anti-illi teracy drive, which has 
had such an encouraging degree of success, have been most l y Israel army 
girl volunteers and members of Naha l youth groups. 

2. The Ministry of Education and Culture have provided free 
lunches, programs of extra instruction and special tutoring and a growi ng 
network of boarding schools for gifted students among the disadvantaged. 

3 . The municipalities of the development towns have 
stretched their education budgets (in some cases up to 60% of their entire 
operating budgets) to build many of the vital pre-kindergartens. 

B. The increasing f l ow of humanitarian aid from the American 
Jewish community, thr ough the United Jewish Appeal, has been the second 
decisive factor. Funded throug h its constituent agency, an American corp
oration known as the Uni ted Is~ael Appeal, Inc .. and administered in Israel 
by the Jewish Agency, Jerusalem , the health, housing, employment , medical 
and social welfare programs made possible by contr ibutions to UJA have re
lieved the people of Israel of some of the monumental costs involved and 
freed them to for ge ahead in the area of education. 

. . • . more 
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C. The third and most direct factor has been the establishment and 
effective operation of the Israel Education Fund. 

1. The IEF was created by the UJA in September . 1964, in direct 
response to the critical situation which came to D head that year. 

2 . The rEF stressed the need for comprehensive high school s in 
Israel's national effort to achieve equal opportunity for a unified population. 

3. It ca lled upon the American Jewish communi t y to provide funds 
for 66 Jewish high schools during that five- year period, for 8 number of 
public libraries, community centers and pre-kinderga r tens and for student- aid 
grants and crucial teacher-training scholarships to provide trained teachers 
fOT the pl anned high schools. 

4. Tod ay, a little more than four years after that initial lEF 
progr am was inaugurated, it is a measurable success. 

a. It has found donors for 57 hig h school s of al l types, 
most of them comprehensive and almost all in development towns and other immi
grant are~s. 

b. Before the end of the current school year, some 20 lEF 
hig h schools will be in operation and a like number in vari ous sta ges of con 
struction; all others will be in an advanced stage of pre-construction plan
ning . 

c. The operative schools will have a combined enrollment of 
~lose to 4,ryOO; anot her 1 , 500 are enrolled in tempora r y hi gh school fac il i 
ties to be replaced by I EF schools now in pl anning . (When fully constr ucted 
and operating at maximum capacity, the 7ry-odd high schools expec t ed to be 
established by the IEF within its first five years of oper ation wil l have an 
estimated combi ned enrol l ment of more than 50,000.) 

d. One direct result of this achievement has been the rise 
in high school attenda nce by Israeli younRsters of Afro-Asian family orig in. 
I n 1964, barel y 25% of all ninth gr ade students in Israel's high schools were 
of this origin, and l ess than 12% in the 12 th grade. Today, about 40% of a ll 
ninth grade students are of this orig in, and this fi gure does not fall much 
below 3 0% in the senior year. 

e. The lEF has also been responsible for the establ ishment 
of nine public libraries, 16 youth, cultUral and communi t y centers and 18 
pre-kindergartens, for a grand to t a l of 100 established facilities . 

1) The libraries and centers have been - and will be 
lncreasin l?: l y - important in cons olidat ing the gains of t he anti - illiteracy 
drive. 

• ... more 
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2) The IEF-sponsored pre- kind e r ga r tens have been a 
factor in encouraging the ~rowing rate of construction of such uni t s by 
the municipalities of Israel themselves. 

f. IEF donors have also provid ed about 1.000 annual 
scholarships for teacher - t raining . A number of YEF teacher trainees are 
now t eaching in development town high schools, and their number will 
gr ow r apidly within the next few years. 

SEE ATTACHED SHEET FOR LATEST INFORMATION ON THE lEF-ENCOURAGED 

TRENDS TOWARD THE SIX- YEAR (JUNIOR-SENIOR) HIGH SCHOOL AND THE 

FOUR-YEAR \ocATIONAL SCHOOL . .. 

****************** 

Item 
SOME COMPARATI VE STATISTICS 

1964 / 5 
National Budget , Post-Elementary 

Percentage of education spending 
by individuals and gr oups overseas 

Percentage , all tuition paid by Govt . 

Percentage , students given full tuition 

Total Secondary School Enrollment 

$12,700 , 000 

9.7\'1 

33 .3% 

23 . 2% 

50 , 000 ( es t . ) 

1968/9 
$31,850, 000 

29.~ 

60 . 0% 

46.1% 

140,600 

December 13, 1968 
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. Drive to lengthen 
vocotionaletlucation 

J tnlulcm Post P.tport f r 
The M inistry ot E ducntlon III lnti"nslf y . 

lng Its campaign to prolong the YC:Ir5 of 
vocational education, Mr. Melr Avlb'ad, 
head of the Department of Vocalirma l 
Education at t he Ministry of E duclIUoo . 
announced yesterday In J erusalem. 

Four-year courses have already ~n 
establi shed In Tel Av iv a Dd H aIfa. Slit · 
dents wUJ be given cert lficatcs a t ' t he cnd 
of a four-ytar course which requires a t 
least a month's practical work In Il. fac
LOry or workShop. Th.Ia certlftca te w ill be. 
considered a "technical bognd" which 
w ill enable tho student t o IXInlinue his 
education at the Tcchnlon. If he so df'lIireli . 

T he Mlll ls try Is spending UAIrn. t his 
year on vocational i"ducallon aIODI':. or this, 
lL23m. wlll go towards graded IIChooJ f t'(!8 
and t he rest towards more modtm equip
ment, social and educational facilities for 
underprivileged stude-nls. 

Sixty per cent of vocational stud~nl.s 
thla year are paying nolhlng at all and 
40 per cent are paying fres reduced up to 
80 per eent_ It Is ~ckoncd that It costs 
one-and·a·hall t imes 85 mueh to educate 
a 5tudent In a v0e4tional JiCbool u It dOf'!I 
In an academic high school, Mr. AvlJ:l'ld 
pointed out. He added that the numtx-r 
of vocallonal school students today was 
45,000, a 22-fold increase &lnee 1948. 

Asked about what was being done to 
encourage underprivileged .tud~Dts In 
continue their education art('r tiem(' ntllry 
3ehool. Mr. Avlgad liliid lNiI hl:J Mlnl$llry 
had set up r('glf>nal olllerll nil ow' r the 
count ry v.-jth Jists of all tbose Jea\'ln;::
elementary school. Each one of IheS(' was 
contaeted eithu personally or by Icttcr 
::.nd aequ:\lntcd wi th hls parUcular »O>l-
5I.bllilles of further study, 
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Ladies end GeDtlemen: 

Twenty- eight years ago. 1n the winter of 1940-41 , the very brave 
people of a very brave city undeTRBnt a terrible ordeal of death and 
destructioD . 

In the words of their greatest l eader. they spent Bach day adapting 
themselves lito the new and peculiar conditions of existence or death." 

Each day they went about their jobs trying not t o think about 
delayed action bombs , 

Each night they burrowed deep into the city' s underground shelter • 

.As the Nezi bombers droned overhead, they tried not to think that 
they might be the targets of a direct hit. 

Of his people. Winston Churchill wrote 1n admiration Blld love: 

"These were the times when the English - and particularly the 
Londoners who had the place of bonor - were seen at their best . •. 

"With the confidence of an unconquered people in their bones. t hey 
adapted themselves to this strange new l1fe. with all i ts terrors . with 
all its jolts and jars." 

Today. there is a new blitz and a new people, to be Been at their 
UDconguerAble best. 
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For a year and a half, 30,000 men eJld women 1n Israelis Beit Shan 
Valley have lived under continuous attack end the daily threat of death. 

They have stood finn, in the face of beavy sbell1ngs. aDd mortar 
bombardments by Jordanian end Iraqul regulars, and constant harassment by 
AI Fatah raiders. 

Like the people of London, they have adapted themselves, in matter
of-fact fashion, to the "{lew SlId peculiar conditions of existence or 
death ... 

By day they still plow their fields right down to the Jordan, 
despite mines, and the ever present danger of a deadly rifle shot from 
across the river. 

By night, they put their youngest children to aleep in underground 
shelters, and when the attack ~terts. they take up tbeir security and 
civil defense poats . 

There ere infants in tbe Belt Shen Valley. born since the Six Dey 
War, who have never slept in a regular bed a.t Ilight, oIlly in an under · 
ground shelter. 

And in this area, which numbers thirty seven settlements, and en 
ir:an1grant development town, there are hundreds of children who heve now 
spent 300 consecutive nights, or more. in those seme shelters. 

Like the people of yesterday's London , the people o~ the Beit Shan 
Valley hold "the Place of RODor" in today ' s Israel. 

The Meyor of Beit Shan City _ill tell you quietly that not ODe of 
his 13, 000 people has left since the shellings began. 

~nd as he speaks you suddenly realize he is not talking sbout 
Sabras or idealists . 

He is talking about recent immigrants from ~~rth Africa and Asia. 
the unde~absorbed and the underprivileged, who are nevertheless demon
strati ng that their courage and devotion to Israel is the equal of any 
manls. 

~eenwtile . the leaders of the most exposed settlements will tell 
you just es quietly: 

"Ve are not moving . 

"rue is our place. 

"We bev@. no p..1Ei(:"~ t..9 which to run. " 

ADd they will show you the evidence that gives meaning to their 
statement: 

Children's houses, with newly re1nfol'ced concrete roofs, three 
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feet thick. New trenches across the settlement lawns, and finally. new , 
deep underground shelters that can hold fifty, or a hundred people at 8 
time. 

And when yeu come away from such a settlement, or from Bei t Sh211 
City with its sandbags piled high at every door, then you realize thst 
like the people ot war-torn London, the people of Be1t Shan are showing 
the world that they HeED .lake 1 t. " 

This compariscn of london and Be! t Shan under the hli tz has differ
ences, as well es similarities. 

Fortunately , Beit Shen ' s people heve not yet had to bear anything 
like the sheer tonnage of bombs which the Nazis rained down on London. 

Rlt there 1s another and most significant dltf'erence: 

In the time of I.ondon, a whole c1 ty and a whole Dation was engaged 
in a single great battle. 8 battle for survivel . 

&It, today in Belt Shan, and all Israel, there are ~ great bettles. 
and they are being fought simultaneously. 

The first is the 85me battle for physical survival . 

But the second is one in which every Jew ttho i8 concerned for bis 
f~lloV1 JewB is as "engaged" as eny settler, or solcUer, or every-day 
citizen of Israel. 

This second battle is for the survive.l and advancement of 8. 

meaningful Isreel . 

Recently. e high raoking Israel official declered: 

"Each day in Israel. we are forced to fight a .shadow war • .. 
And each day. at the very same time. we try to advence the sims of 

an IsrEAl Greet Society. " 

This. then 1s the historic and hume.ni tarian effort to which you and 
I are cOmudtted. to help build the Great Israeli Societv . 

It 1s the struggle uhlch we took up thirty years ego, in the Hi tIer 
years. when 1'16 formed the UJ A. 

And if tomorrow, peace should come to Israel, but at e peece in 
which we and the people of Israel could DO longer strive to achieve this 
Great SOCiety . t heL the whole meaning ot our oork would be lost . 5IId 
the whole ree80n for our hietoric effort would disappear. 

The war for physical Slirvival in which all of Israel is engaged 
today. is a Vier which neve]." really ez::ded on June 10. 1 967 . 
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It 1s a shadow war, wbi ch only too frequently emerges trom the 
sbadows. 

Suddenly , a terrorist expl osi on takes place in the beart of 
Jerusal em, killing 12, and wounding 55 . 

Suddenly, Israeli positions along the Suez are shelled by Egyptian 
guns, and 15 sol diers Rt'e killed. 

Suddenl y. heavy guns bl aze acr oss the Jordan, and ten c1 v11ian 
settlements are pounded through much of the night . 

And in t he l ight of many incidents l ike these, the shadow war 
becomes very real , 

The simple fact 1s that I arael has now had half as many killed as 
1 t lost in the S i x Day iTar 1 tsel:!. 

And behind these day to day ski rmishes. we can also see ell the 
signs of a natioD engaged in e nerve s tradnlnS effor t, t o prepare for 
the terribl e possibi lity of B fUll scale war . 

I think I do no t bave to tell this audience that the Sovi et 
Union has appare&tly re-equipped Nasser's a~, replacing all his jet 
planes end other equipment Vii th better pl anes and IOOre advanced war 
materials . 

To this, the Soviet Union has added 5,000 advisors end technici ans, 
to assist Nasser in improvi ng his army. 

It is in r esponse to this stepped-up preparation :for war on Nasser ' s 
pert, and also on the part of Syri a and Iraq, that Israel has been forced 
to make i ts ovm great efforts to be prepared. 

In this awesome, costly bat t le, the thinking of Israel's l eaders is 
concentrated on three greet probl ems : 

Firat - hoVi to prevent the next war, especially by peace negotia
tions . 

Second - how to win that war , if it cennot be prevented. 

And third - how to meet Israel' s day t o day problems o£ security. 
of which the blitz against Beit Shan is a grim exampl e . 

But uhat about the second battle, the effort to achieve the Israel 
Great Society? 

\That are its aims? Its objectives i n 1969? And who shall bebI ita 
costs? 

The roms 
that you and I 

are clear enough : They are the greet and inspiring goal s 
have supported, thrcugh the UJA and the United Israel 
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APpeal, from the beginning: 

To keep the doors open, so that any Jew who needs to come, may 
enter. 

To bring shelter to newcomers who need it, plus work and food and 
welfare BBsistance . 

To create a slngle society. one Isreel with equal opportunity, 
equal priv1lege, end equal responsibil1ty for ell ••. 

tor the youth hem Yemen and the Sabra .. • 

for the inm1grant from W.()rocco and the lam1grant from Polend. 

Above all they are : 

To oreate a people and a land marked by excellence , by the highest 
ach1ev~meDt 1n education, end 1n all the cul turel aod healing art~ of 
man, and in science . 

These are the great. yet basic, e1ms which we have shered with 
the people of Israel from the beginning. 

They have been translated into many specific progrSDS in the past 
severel decades, as the Deed 8l'Ose. 

Art tunde.mentslly. they have remained the seme, to build e. great 
society, to build an Israel which Mr. Ben-QJri on likes to remind us, 
"shall again be a light unto the nations." 

And 11' you doubt that this goal 1s real. then let me remilld you 
that itl the midst of their great ordeal, not one Israeli vo i ce has 
cr1ed out : nLet us close t he gates ! " 

Not one Israeli voice has Said : 

"Let us stop spending money to absorb in:m1gre.nts, so that those 
from backward countries may become equal in fact. as well as in l aw." 

And 80 to keep building the Great SoCiety, Israel'S people have 
arrived at a budget of social services in 1969. 

It 1s a minimum budget, one that UDwillingly closes its eye3 tc 
mony pressing needs. 

It is also a budget that freezes vitel health, welfare aDd related 
items to 1966 levels. 

One hundred e.nd t~enty-three thousand families in Israel, one out 
of every five . live in sub-standard housing. 

wt Lot.hing c an be done to llQI'Ove tt.eir sltueticn in 1969 . 
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One hundred and sixteen thousand fem1lies. one out of six, are 
living below the poverty line (leBs then $115 a month). 

But their situatioD CanDot be relieved in 1969. 

All the special efforts that bave been introduced to help lam1grent 
children tram backward countries catch up with Sabra or Western children, 
have been kept at rndnlmum l evels. 

So there will be no Headstart aid, fo r 7,000 11lJll1grant children who 
should be added to the 35 ,000 now in pre-kindergarten classes , 

long-study classes in iam1grent devel opment towns should be serving 
50,000 add! tional children . But there will be DO money to do this. 

Thirty-nine add! tional secondary Bchools are needed in the develop
ment towns, but there will be DO fUnds tor these either . 

BJ.t even with all these ter rible economies, it 1s estimated that 
$365 million 1s needed in areas which have been the trad1 tional 
responsibili ty ot phil anthropy, which means they have been in areas 
that have beec our responsibility, and that of other tree Jewish 
comnunities . 

$100 million, tor example w11l be required tor social ~elfere 
services, for new and recent immigrants, including the provls1cn of 
imttdgration help end absorption . 

In this connection, you should ~ow that Israel anticipates 
receiving 30,000 immigrants during 1969, whi cb would be a great increase 
over 1967 and 1969. 

AD estimated $50 million will be required for health services. 

$75 million will be needed for what remains of those educationally 
necessary, but non-compulsory, services which have been introduced to 
up-grade the underpri vileged and unabsorbed imnigrant children. 

$25 million will be required for further assistance in agricultural 
settlements. 

And $75 million for iam1grant housing. 

The total budget for the minimum list of philanthropic items 
smounts to, as I have Said, $365,000,000. 

Isn't it entirely clear that there will be no money, no money 
available, from Israel's internal revenue sources for any of these 
items? That the acute defense needs will see to that? 

Isn't it also clear that there isn ' t the slightest chance that the 
Israeh taxpayer, already beering one of the heaviest tax burdens in the 
world, will be able to pay for these costs througb Dew taxes? 
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The onl y souroe for fUnds theD, to go forward witb this Borely 
needed humanitarian effort, are the :free Jews throughout the world. 

As IOOst of you are aware, prior to June, 196'7. two thirds of the 
funds for the maintenance of these Greet Society items , progrems which 
tbe OJA was supposed to support, was voluntarily contributed by the 
peopl e of I srael. Even whi l e we thought we wer e giving well, the Jews 
of Isr ael were act uall y providing two dollars to every dollar made 
available to UJA and The United I sr ael Appeal. 

But all this was changed, end changed magnificently, as a result 
of the Six Day War. 

When UJA. with the full cooperation of The Council of Jeuish 
Federations, announced its Israel Emergency Fund, you and your 
communities responded with the great est outpouring in the history of 
J ewish philanthropy. 

This year. you again made an impressive response to the Is r ael 
Emergency Fund and, of course, to the r egular CEI:Ilpeign as well . 

But for 1969, with the full cooperatl~n of the CounCil. the UJA 
IIUst try to reach en Emergency FUnd in the area of $200 million . 

This Bum must be raised 1n add! tion to whet is raised 1n the 
regular Cempaign . 

And in their turn the free Jewish COOIllWJlties in other perts of 
the world will seek to raise the remaining ,100 million, through 
repeat Israel Emergency Fund Campaigns . 

I ~ fully aware that through the Emergency FUnd, plus the regular 
campaign, we are being asked to raise much, much II!Ore than was raised 
in 196? or 1968. 

But ask yourselves if we heve any alternRtive . 

So it is we, the imeric8lI Jewish CoamJni ty. who "hold the place 
of honor." 

It is we who must lead the way toward raising the required $365 
million. 

For myself, I believe that we who are coamltted to this progrem 
of saving Jewish lives, to this progt.·em of building an Israel Great 
Society. will went to meet our goal, and can do it. 

I should like to close wi th two more thoughts. 

These remarks today represent my first public address as the 
Generel Chairman of the United Israel Appeal . 

I am fully aware that I have succeeded to 8 post whiCh, for two 
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decades. was filled by a great American J ewish l eader, and one of the 
greatest builders of Israel. 

The only way I can show ~ appreciation to Dewey D. StoDe for all 
he has done , and for all he hes inspired others to do, 1s to cerry on 
where he hes left off . 

This I pledge. I shall ~ry to do to the best of my ability. 

Second, since I began these remarks by referring to that magnifi
cent leader of the Free World, and that avowed Zionist, the late Winston 
Churchill, let me c l ose them in the seme way. 

You w11l find his account of the "Battle of Br1 te1n" in the second 
volume of his hist ory of World Vlar II, the vol ume ent! tIed "Thei r Fi::J8St 

Hour. " 

And tor that work, he provided this theme: 

"How the Br1 Usb people held the tort alone. till «:bose who 
hitherto had been hglt blind nere halt ready. It 

In 1969 let us remember these words. 

Let us not be halt blind to present realities! 

Let us not be satisfied with being Jus~ halt reedy . 

Let us determine, as we determdned before, that we will Dot let 
the people of Belt Shan, or all of Israel, hold the fort alone! 

# # 



B' NAI B' RITH RULE!. FQUM1ATlONS: UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

Student Welfare Fund campaigns 

Background and Struc ture 

Student Welfare FUnd drives are an integral part of the Hillel program··not 

just for the funds realized--but more important. as i mp lementation of Jewish 

values and teaching. In the process of structuring a campaign , soliciting stu

dents for funds. and determining how these funds are to be allocated ~ng Jew

ish causes allover the world. two things happen: students feel a sense of 

ideot~ty with the Jewish people allover the world and they learn the specifics 

of haw the American Jewish communi~ is organized culturally and institutionally 

t o mee t Jewish needs. This experience provides a superb training gr ound for 

participation in adu~t community life . Wor king on a campus United Jewish Appeal 

campaign, then, becomes a very valuable learning experience. 

Since schools are all so different, it is extremely difficult to devise a 

uniform set of procedures for even a small group of colleges, but there is one 

thing io common to all universities--fund·raising for Jewish causes is inextri 

cably intertwined with Judaism and Jewish values. College students are sensitive 

to gimmicks in fund-raising. A campaign, therefore, must he designed to appeal 

to college youth. 

Following is a suggested outline. 

I. Involvement of Hillel Leadership 

A. Selection of good campaign leaders and solicitors is crucial . Tbese are 

the students who must motivate other students to work on the campaign and to get 

and give money . Obviously, tbey must be students who are respected by t heir 

fellow students and they must, themselves , mal:e a contritrution to the campaign. 

But perhaps more important. they must be enthusiastic and informed . 

B. Selection of Chairman. Vice- Chairmen and any other Co-Chairmen (dormi

tories, fraternities, sororities, solicitors). 
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II. Preparations 

A. Education of the chairmen on the issues: In ci ties where there are 

Welfare Funds and Federations. visits t o l ocal Jewish agencies and t a l ks about 

national and international Jewish agencies by the local direc t or s of Jewish We l

far e Funds and Feder ations is essential . 

B. Materials : A pledge card for each student according t o place of 

r esidencej kits for solicitors including recor d sheet, instructi ons , questions 

and answers about the campaign . 

C. Planning Meetings : To discuss questions and answers that students may 

ask and informacion ahout the current United Jewish Appeal Campaign. 

III. Opening Event 

A. The opening event should be well-planned because it caD set the tone 

fo r t he enti r e campai gn. It can assume the form of a dinner, brunch or kick· of f 

rally. A film. a speaker or both would be appropriate. Campaign goals and 

t echniques should be analyzed . The campaign should not ex t end beyond one month. 

B. Pledge cards should be assigned to t he student leader ship in att endance . 

IV . Telephone Contac ts 

In schools where t he great majority of students are commuters. whe r e there 

are no dormitor ies. f r aternity or soror ity houses, telephone solicitation is a 

must. 

V. Meeting fo r Campaign Prog ress Report 

A. The students should report on the responses from the pledge cards. 

Cards should not be reassigned . 

B. In some campaigns wher e student mor a l e is weak. tbis kind of meeting 

is very effec tive in bo lstering student effor t . 



- 3 -

VI. Mail Campaign 

At schools whe r e tbemail campaign is primary, see the following samples 

of l e tters. Experience indicates tha t mail campaigns caD hardly begin t o r each 

the maximum potential. 

SA>IPLE LEITER OF APPEAL 

Dear St udent : 

This year. as every year in t he pas t, the Jewisb students on campus are partiei · 
pating in the United Jewish Student Appeal Drive. 

The purpose of this campaign is t o col l ect money for the UJA progr am of service 
in Israel and to many European countries for the relocation of Jewish famities. 
Although we live in a land of plenty. in otber parts of tbe world, Jewish people 
do not have even the basic essentials t hat we enjoy. The UJA supp lies these 
peop l e with homes. jobs, and those things whicb will make their lives a little 
bit bappie r and enjoyabl e. 

This year we are set t ing a goa l of 100 percent student contribution. The mooeta.ry 
goal of .... --0::- is high but it is a goal that we can reach. When we send our 
check t o UJA, we would like t o say I "This is a contribution of the Jewish stu · 
dents at our university for their br othe rs in need. 1I 

SAMPLE LETl'ER OF APPEAL 

Dear Pellow Student : 

As we commemora te Passover and the anniversary of the Warsaw Ghe tto Uprising, 
Jewish college students in particular should reali ze the meaning of freedom- 
the moral obligation to which they are presently subjec t ed. 

Our gene ration can complete the work the preceding generation started--to rescue 
every Jewish family from persecution and to belp them become self-sufficient. 

Tbis undertaking requires a large amount of money-·your contribution will bring 
dignity and economi c independehce t o tens of thousands of new immigrants to 
Israel. Only ~e ' can heip~ 

Student J ewish Appeal r epr esentatives will persona l ly call on dormitory residents 
dur ing the week of Off· campus students are asked t o send 
contributions in the encIosed envelope to Student J ewish Appeal, (address) . 

Please join us i n this work by making your contribution gener ous . 
~ 2.~ 

So many depend 
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SAMPLE LEITER OF APPEAL 

Dear Student: 

One of the most enduring charact eristics of Jewish history has been a community 
feeling linking Jews in space and time. 

Tzedakab--the call for Jewish concern--comes from many places: North Africa, 
Eastern Europe and Israel. 

In the next few weeks, dormitory representatives will call upon you to help in 
tbis work of rescue, redemption and rehabilitation. We hope you are going to 
give the matter serious thought and make your contribution in accordance with 
tbe need. 

For your convenience, slips have 
donation to your bursar's bill . 
expression of our mutual support 

been provided to 
Please join witb 
and concern with 

enable you to charge 
your fellow students 
world Jewry. 

your 
in this 

VII. Campus Chest 

At many universities, there exists a Campus Ches t (federated campus fund · 

raising) and university regulations prohibit separate fund-raising drives on 

campus. One can r eadily understand why such a policy prevails . Stil l. from the 

perspective of Hillel (and one ought to add. from the viewpoint of the Protestant 

and Ca t holic campus organizations). fund - raising for Jewish causes is a religious 

obligation. a mitzvah no less important tban prayer and holiday observance . If 

such a campaign policy exists. every effort should be made to have it reversed. 

Illustrative of this approach is the following letter describing an inc ident at 

a midwestern university : 

" CAMPUS AFFAIRS COMMI'I'tEE: 

The announcement in the May 12th issue of The Post regarding the 
action of the Campus Affairs Committee on t he annual United Jewish 
Appeal conducted by the students of the Hillel Foundation was a 
surprise and a shock to us. 

Evidently I failed to impress the members of the Committee with the 
importance of the Uni ted Jewisb Appeal to the Jewish people and of 
our method of solicitation. 
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"Giving belp to those in need is one of the 
The habit of doing $0 is implanted in us in 
in a Jewish person throughout bis lifetime. 
tbere be no break in tbis pattern of giving 

oldest traditions in Jewish history . 
our early childhood, and i t continues 
That is wby it is important tbat 

during a young person's years at college . 

While the Handbook states that no solicitation is permitted 'from room co room 
in housing units,' I want to reiterate tbat our solicitation is from person to 
person. 

We bave made it our awn responsibility to help our brothers in need. As are· 
suIt we have developed a strong compassion to help all people in need. 

The United Jewish Appeal is our way of expressing the biblical injuDction 'to 
lave thy neigbbor.' It is our way of expres sing the real meaning of philanthropy, 
rather than charity. This, I am sure, our university wants to encourage. 

Our Student Council Executive C~ittee has considered a numbe r of othe r possibi l i 
ties , but we are convinced that this personal, friendly and tried method is the 
most satisfactory method of contacting our students for the United Jewish Appeal . 

We ask that C.A.C. r econsider its action and cake the same exception to the rule 
that it does for Campus Chest. 1I 

Until such time as the university cbanges its policy, at least two approaches 

can s till be used : students can be solicited at Hillel mee t ings and, where Campus 

Chest pledge cards give the donor the option of selecting the beneficiary of his 

gift, J ewish students can be encouraged to write in the "United Jewish Appeal" or 

the naoes of other Jewish organizations . 

VIII. Prepar ing Solicitors 

Solicitors wil l usually be asked questions about the campaign and tbey should 

be prepared for both tbe questions as wel l as the answe rs. Following are some 

samples of the most frequently asked questions. The answers are only suggestive. 

You may have better answers. In fact , it would be a good idea t o try out the 

questions in front of the solicitor s' group at a meeting to see all the different 

kh)C"ls of answers that students suggest. 

A. MY PARENrS GIVE--WHY SHOULD I? 

SUggested Answer: You consider your self mature. You're independent of 
your parents. You think ,for yourself. Why should your parents act for 
you when it comes to making a contribution? Isn't this your own personal 
r esponsibility? 
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B. HOW MUCH SOOULD I GIVE? 

Suggested Answer: I can' t tell you. That's for you to decide. Most stu
dents are giving anywhere from $2.00 to $18.00 . I know this: $5.75 will 
pay for health insurance for six weeks for a whole fami l y on arrival in 
Israel. Four $10 . 00 gifts will pay a month ' s t uition in a course in 
Electronics t o retrain an individual. ~o $25 . 00 gifts will outfit a 
t eenage r . 

C. WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO ? 

Suggested Answer: Most of the money is allocated to the UJA, but we do 
make addit i onal al l ocations t o otber causes --do you have any specifi c 
preference as to where you want your money to go? (He r e ' s a list, if 
one is available). 

Solici tors ought to keep careful records of students contacted and monies 

pledged on t he basis of the cards that have been prepared for them by the Hillel 

Foundation. The fo l lowing sample record sheet may be useful. 

HILLEL- UJSA REOORD SHEET 

WORKER: DATE: 

I~ PAID 

I 

, 

I 
I 

, 
I 

! 

• 

. 
I 
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IX. Allocation of Funds 

Raising funds is one part of the educational process, tbe second part is 

determining bow these funds are to be allocated among the various local, national 

and international Jewish needs and causes. The Al locations Committee is respon

sible for making r ecOIDDen<iations . In some schools, students have unde rtaken 

t be responsibility to prepare themselves as representatives of the United Je\'liBb 

Appeal and all other causes in or de r t o present the bacl~ground. Deeds and goals 

of the agency that be represents. In some scbools. contributors indicate tbat 

their contribution should go to particular organizations in addition to the 

United Jewish Appeal. 

The Allocations Committee evaluates the s t udent presentations, s tudies the 

budget and pr ogr am of the agencies , quest ions the s tudent where clarification 

and additional informa tion is necessar y, and then makes a final decision on all 

allocations. 

If such a project should be planned. the Executive Direc tor of the Jewish 

~lelfare Fund or Federation i n the community or in the c losest city would be ex

tremely valuable as a consultant and resource person in this process. He and 

the Hillel Director would help set up the mechanics. provide the materials and 

be available f or consultation with the students in their deliberations . 

The fo llowing schedule can be used in P fO ways: to br i ng to students a 

realization that their gifts to the UJA on campus should be generous and, at 

the same t ime, serve as a guide to the Student Allocations Committee of tbe 

widest scope of inte rnational and national Jewish responsibilities. 
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HOII TO ESTIMATE HOW MUCH TO GIVE 

How much should you give t o tbe Jewish St udent Welfare Fund Campaign? Let us 
help you figure. Put down hov much you think you ought to give t o each of tbe 
following agencies fo r whom we are raising funds. Total tbe amount at tbe bottom. 
That is your answer. 

UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

United I s rael Appeal $-::::===== United HIAS Service _ 
Joint Distribution Committee 

AHERICAN FRIENDS OF THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY 

AMERICA- ISRAEL CULTURAL FOUNDATION 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMJ<ITIEE 

AMERICAN JEWISII CONGRESS 

AMERICAN TECHNION SOCIETY 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEP£UE OF B"NAI S'RITH 

B'NAI B' RITH HILLEL FOUNDATIONS 

B' NAI B'RITH YOUTH ORGANIZATION 

I!ADASSAH 

HEBREW UNION OOLLEGE 

JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE 

JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

NATIONAL COMMITIEE FOR LABOR I SRAEL (HISTADRUT) 

NATIONAL COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

NATIONAL CO~IL OF JEWISH WCt1EN 

NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD 

SEMINARIES 

(Hrite in names of othe r organizations, 
international. national or l ocal) 

TOTAL 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 



B' NAI B ' RITH HILLEL FOUNDATIONS : UJIITED JEWISH APPEAL 

Student Leadership Institute 

READ'IfGS 

"There is no piety but that which proves itself in the conduct of life and 
there is no valid conduct of life but that in which religion i s realized . " 

"In the history of every religion there are path·s to solitude along which 
many who discovered thens elves and their Gods have t ravelled . Judaism too 
knows of the wilderness in whicb the prophets realized their vocation, of 
the silent valleys and the mountain peaks wbere man heard the voice of God. 
Judaism bas also known the solitude of its house of learning, the silent joys 
of books. In the v/orld of Judaism paths to a soli tude far from man have been 
Bought time and again; only in its most barren epochs was such seeking un
known. And in solitude there was always rediscovered strength atter days of 
weakness, courage after hours of fear, knowledge of God and confidence in Ris 
ways. But Judaism never sought for that separ ated piety that sunder ed re
ligion which other fai t he found...in soli tude. However much men succeeded in 
turni1)8 away from the world ""in order to"~become' aS8Ul'sd" of God, they always 
remained aware of the fact that the approach to God i s first of all through 
the fellow- man who stands by our side. This alone is the reason why Judaism 
could not content itself with t he mere anxiety of the indivi dual for his own 
soul . For J udaism solitude is only an int erval, often a very necessary in
terval but never life itsel f . " 

IIJudaism teaches that religion must not be a mere internalized experience , 
even of th e most intense kind but rather the very fulfillment of life. • • 
we cannot truly believe what we do not practice." 

BAll men are held responsible for the needs of each individual member of the 
community. Whoever lives in our midst is not merely to live beside us physi
cally, but as is BO often and significantly said he is to ' live with us, I 

ethically united and humanly bound wi t b us . II 

US"upenor l..S ne mo lend.S money"" to- tlie "'Poor to -the gi.if"er of ansj ana. De~ft cif 
all is he who invest s money with a poor man i n partnership. II (Shabbat 63a) 
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The Rabbis quote the ver se "Blessed is he that considereth the poor." (Psa.lms 
41 : 1 ) and point out the significance of the ,;,."Ord...maskel , toconsidereth" as 
against' t he word "giveth. II 

In the Temple there was a Chamber of Secret Charity . People vrould leave their 
contributions secretly and the poor would be suppor ted from its proceeds in 
secret. (Shekalim V, 6) 

R. Ishmael said, "Every lif' in the Torah refers to a voluntary act with the 
exception of three . Of these three, one is IIf tbou lend money to any of 
my people with thee who is poor. I (Exodus 22:25) This 'if' is obligator y for 
it says, ' thou shalt surely lend him.'" (Deuterono:ny 15 :8) - (Mekilta Yitro) 

"The poor 
for him ." 

man who receives 
(Ruth ilabba) 

alms does more for tbe donor, than the donor does 

"Do not a.llow the poor man to come down in the world until he finally falls, 
when it will be difficul~ to r aise him up, but uphol d him from the f irst 
moment when he begins to fail. Consider the case of a load on the back of 
a beast of burden; as long as it is on his back one man can take hold of it 
and keep the beast upright; but once it has fallen to the ground even five 
cannot raise it up again ." (Sifra on Leviticus 25 :35) 

!lLove God in the human beings whom He has crea.ted." (Yoms. 86a.) 

"He who withholds love from his brother is like an idolater , like one who 
r ejec ts the service of God." (Sifl's on Deuteronomy 15) 

"Every sufferin& of our neighbor ur.lst become our o'>m concern, a test and 
proot of our ethic~l freedom . For Judaism opposos fatalism in the social 
sphere as well as i n all others . When we face poverty, we meet not the 
language of fate but the demand of a definite duty imposed upon us . In the 
most special sens e of "t"he commandment is the poor Clan our fellow.man... lIe 
is the man who has no place on the earth but who does bave a place before 
God . And through him humanity appeals to us , bare and naked; humanity, one 
mi ght say, asking fOl' human fellowship . That is why in the language of 
JUdaism the word • poverty ' has a religious note; it is significant that there 
is no Hebre\v word for 'beggar . I The word Ipoorl is pronounced by the Bible 
with devoutness and r everence as if in holy awe; it induces a feeling of 
hum11itl in us ." 
Judaism) 

(The above excerpts from Dr. Leo Baack - The Essenc e of 
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I . Gifts to the Poor 

There are eight degrees in the g1V1ng of charity, one higher than the other. 
The highest degree , than which there is nothing higher, is to take hold of 
a Jew who has been crushed and to give him a g1ft or a loan, or to enter 
into partner ship with him or to find work for him, and thus to put him on 
his feet eo that he will not be dependent on his fellow- men . Concerning 
this it is said [Leviticu s 25:35]: "Then shalt thou uoho ld him . " Uohold 
him, so that he should not fall and become a dependent . 

Lower in degree t o this is the one who g ives char ity [in Hebrew, "righteous
ness"] to the poor, but does not know to whom he gives it, nor does the poor 
man know from whom he receives it . This is an unse l fish meritorious act 
oomparable to Vlhat was done in the Chamber of the Secret in tbe Temple wher e 
t he charitable would deposit [alms] secretl y and the poor of better family 
would help themselves secretl~. Related to this degree is the givi ng to 
the [pUblic] alms-chest . One should no t give to the alms- chest unless he 
knows that the officer in charge is reliable, vnse~ and a capable adminis
trator , like nananiah ben Teradion, for e%ample . LThis martyr, (d. about 
135), was very scrupulous with cbarity funde . ] 

Lower in degree to t his is when the giver knows to whom he gives, but the 
poor does ~ot know from whom he receives . }~~ example of t his are the great 
scholars [of Talmudic times] who used to go about in seoret and leave t he i r 
money at t he door of the poor . This i s proper practice, partioularl y meri
torious when the offioers in charge of charity are not administering properly . 

Lower in degree to this is when the poor knows from whom he r eceives but the 
giver does not knO\"l to whom he gives . .An example of thie are the great 
scholars who used to tie up their money in (the corner of] thei r cloaks and 
throw them back over their shoulders . The poor would then come and take it 
without being put to shame . 

Lower in degree to thi s is when one gives even before be ia asked. 

Lower in degree to this is when one gives after he has been asked. 

Lower in degr ee to this is when one giv~s less than he should, but gr aoiousl y . 

Lower in degree to this is when one gives grudgingly. 

The gr eat scholars used to give a coin to the poor before every prayer and 
then they Vlould pray, for it is said in the Bible [Psalm 17 : l 5J: "As for 
me, I shal l behold Thy face in 'right eousness ' [that is, through ' charity' J • 

.. 
From Maimonides , f4ishneh Tor ah (1180 C.E . ) 
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TEE RANSOll OF CAPTIVES 
EASTERN A.'ill SOUTHERN EUROPE 

1649- 1708 

One of the most ~eritorious acts recommended to the o~servant Jew is the 
r ansomi ng of captives from slavery (piQyon sheb~vim) . As early as the fi rst 
centuries of the common era a "mole body of law and prec edent bad grown up, 
determi ning what constituted a captive, what captives took pr ecedence in 
the or der of their ransoming and r elease , and what were to be the l imits of 
a r ansom i n order to discourage professional kidnappers . 

Origi nal ly, probably, the captives ransomed were only those taken pr i soner 
in war or on pi rate- raids . The term "captive," however , waa Boon extended 
to include the unfortunates imprisoned on false accusations sucb as r itual 
murder and the like, and to include also the victims of arbitrary, despotic 
lords and r:.1ler s who would often seize a prominent JevJ in or der to extort 
a ransom from hi m or his friends . An outstanding i llustration of this type 
of extortion is the imprisonment of the notable Rabbi Mei r of Rothenbur g by 
the E&psburg Emperor Rudolph (d . 1291) . lleir was in flight and had r eached 
the Lombar d bil ls before be was recognized and sei zed by Count lleinbard of 
Goer z . ~eir, it is said, refused to allow hi s f riends t o pay the enormous 
ransom of 20,000 marks in silver which they offere~ and r emai ned in con
finement for seven years t i ll his death in 1293 . But the Emper or f i nal l y 
di d reake a profit on hi s stubborn pri soner , fo r about fourtee n year s after 
the death of hieir , a pious Jew, Alexander Susskind Wicpfen, ransomed the 
bones of the famous rabbi for a goodly sum. 

A not uncommon i nterpretation of the term "captive" included Jewish crlJD.l.
nals impri soned by the non- Jewish. au thori ties. Many Je\'7s felt the need of 
r edeeming these prisoners for fear that under stress they woul d des er t t o 
Christianity in order to escape punishment . Othere beli eved that to ran
Bom criminals ser ved only to encourage them in thei r cri minal pract i ces a nd 
gave them an opportuni ty to terrorize the community by the constant threat 
of becoming Christian and of defaming the Jewish community . 

The first selecti on below, translated fror:! the Hebrew, is a decree of the 
Lithuanian National Jewish Council of the year 1649 authorizing every com
munity t o r ansom immediately any Jewish captive taken by the Cossacks and 
tbe Tatars in tbe fearful riots and pogroms of 1648 and 1649 in Pol and and 
in the Ukraine . 

VAny of the Tatar al l ies of t he Cossacks brOUGht their prisoner s to mar ke t 
in Constanti nople _and ,in response to a request froo the Jewish leaders of 
,t hat c1 ty t he cbi efs of Li thue.nia.n Jewry , in associat i on wi th Poliah Jewr y , 
forwa r ded funds to Turkey for their ransom . This action, desc~ibed in the 
minutes of the Lithuanian Council for the year 1652 , constitutes the second 
select i Ol1 translated beloV!. 
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I. The Lithuanian Nat ional Jevdsh Council Authorizes the Ransom 
of Polish Jewish Captives, 1649 

[The following action is taken] ir.asmucb as we have seen how so many Jews, 
unfortunately, have been taken captive, dispersed among the nations, and 
as a r esult have been practically lost among them. Now it bas a lready been 
:na.de clear in the minutes of the lledinah [the Lithuanian National Jewish 
Council] that in this matter [of the redemption of captives] the involved 
expenses rest upon t h e whole Hedinah . However, it is to be feared. that 
before this has been suffic i ently made known, in the customary manner, to 
the leaders of the communities, the opportunity may pass . 

Therefore we have written granting pe rmission to every tcvm and place where 
there are ten Jews, authorizing them to ransoc. any one, spending as._much as 
ten gold- pieces without need for any specific application or authorization . 
And the amount expended shall be acoepted [as a legitimate charge] against 
the accounts of the Lithuanian Ha.tional Jewish Council . If more than ten
and up to sixty--gold- pieces are spent for the ransom of a Jew, it will be 
necessary to secure permission from the near est Jewish community that has, 
or is aocustooed to hays, a rabbinioal authority . If more than sixty gold
pieces a r e spent for the r ansom of an individual, it will be necessary to 
secure permission from one of the three chief communities (may their Rock 
and Redeemer guard theml) or from tho district-community to whioh they are 
subject. [Brest- Litovsk, Grodno, and ?insk were the chief Jewish to.o'!ls . ] 
And as they determine, the acounte expended shall be a legitimate oharse 
against the Lithuanian council . 

Whoever takes a zealous interest in this matter [of r ansoming captives] i s 
to be commended and will receive his full re\fard from Hio who dwells on high. 

II. The Li thuanian Counoil Raises Money to Ransom Jewish 
Captives Held in the Turkish Lands, 1652 

Whereas the manifold troubles , mishaps , persecut1ons , and visi tations , tha~ 
unfortunately have come upon our Jewish brethren in the times or s t orm and 
stress which t hey have just experienced, are obvious, evident and known to 
all; and 

Whereas mans of tbe Jews (those people of God ! ) have had to leave their 
country, have go~e into captivity, and have been brought to other l ands 
where many of them have alreaey been ransomed a.t a great expense; and 

- ,-
Whe r eas the rabbis of Constanti nople have sent to us and have described at 
length their heavy outlay, running into the tens of thousands , whi ch they 
have expended in ' this fine religious work, and asve besought us to strengt hen 
their hands vdth a substant i a l grant--for many are still unraneomed, sub
jeot to Buffering and to oapt i vity; 
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Ther efore i t was agreed to make provision for their ra.!'lsom and to help them 

f
the Constantinople authorities] in thi s matter Until the first of Adar 412 
February 10 , 1652J--may it come upon us auspiciously I Within this period 
December, 1651--February 10, 1652J voluntary donations to he l , the captives 

shall be collected twice in eve=y town and vi l lage . And all coneys con
tributed, as descr i bed above, shall be sent by every village , town, and 
district to their highest court, no later than Purio [February 23, 1652]-
may it come upon us auspiciously I 

Thi s is to bo done in order that the moneys Day be ready and prepared to be 
sent to the chief JB~sh autcorities at Lublin at the tice of the coming 
Candeloas Fair [which begins on Februar y 2 , 1652J. Pr om Lublin the funds 
are to be sent to t he city of thei r destination [Constanti nople] . The 
1i thuanian deputies who trill be in Lublin ahall take under advisement how 
muc h they shall add to the Lithuanian contributions above described. Tbey 
shall al so study the matter carefully in order to determine what to do and 
how to transmit the moneys . 

Eut under no circumstance shall they send Dore than a total of one thousand 
ol d- dollars which swn shall include both the donations and the contribution 
added by the Li thuanian National Jewish Council. If any town or hamlet 
shall not send money at the prescribed time it shall be compelled to send 
its quota--and an ample one , too! --to say nothing of other punishments and 
fines which may be i mposed on the offending community. 

From Jacob R. hlarcus , The Jew in the Medieval World , pp . 454- 457 . 
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a",umeci. there WIll not be junIor h,.:11 11M _ d " ,indple w tll ...... ~dlvu- ...... )" 110,1. tmed .... ucal, llo __ om""'- THE ~hupHt oppOnent... of t h • 
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t heon'. this dilltrict will include" I'a- .......... , .. or on ulra Ian:· .... ' . ) ; I. I~ gree, a t ltllsl a B.A. or B.Se. They 1' .. " . . ... . . . H' po •• , 
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